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GIVE yourself the gift of time to stay 
safe on the roads these holidays.

Every driver at some point is going to 
have something unexpected happen on 
the road. When it does, every extra second 
available to react is crucial.

Keeping a safe distance from the car in 
front will mean there’s more time to react 
if something happens.

With millions of New Zealanders 
heading out on the roads over the summer 
break, we know that people will make 
errors sometimes. But we don’t want those 
to end up in crashes.

Make sure your car is road trip ready
• Give yourself more following distance 

— at least two seconds in good conditions 
(and longer in poor conditions)

• Drive at a safe speed for the conditions
• Pay full attention. Put your phone into 

“do not disturb” mode  
  •  Stay fresh and alert. Take regular 
breaks, share driving and don’t drive tired

• Look well ahead to anticipate what’s 
coming up, not just at the car in front

• Expect trips to take longer, to avoid 
frustration and rushing

“We all know this is the highest risk 
time on the roads so it makes sense to 
take some extra care,” says AA road safety 
spokesman Dylan Thomsen.

“Even if you are doing everything right, 
you want to give yourself time to react if 
someone else gets it wrong. A bit of extra 
time can make the difference between a 
near-miss with no long-term consequences 
or a crash that could change someone’s 
life.”

Check lights and indicators are working, 
clean windscreens, check wiper blades are 
in good shape and check coolant and oil 
levels.

Four vital but often overlooked things to 
check are the tyres. 

Make sure they have adequate tread (at 
least 1.5mm is the legal minimum) and 
also that they are inflated to the right 
pressure — including the spare.

Be smart around congestion.
It’s an inescapable fact that roads will 

be heavy with holiday traffic but there are 
ways that you can try to work around it.

• Check traffic levels online before 
driving. If roads are jammed, consider a 
different route or time

• Leave earlier or later if possible, rather 
than travelling in the peak of the day

• Make time in the car comfortable. 
Come prepared with snacks, drinks and 
distractions for the kids

The AA wants everyone to stay safe and 
enjoy their #greatkiwiroadtrips.

Staying safe

WhEThEr it’s a vehicle you own 
or one that you’re about to buy, it’s most 
probably fitted with a transmission of some 
description. But how do you know that the 
transmission is any good.

With the holiday period a popular 
time for towing, signs of problems and 
preventative maintenance might even 
prevent a breakdown.

As this is one of the most costly 
components of a motor vehicle to repair or 
replace, it certainly pays to know.

When to expect transmission troubles
Many transmission issues can be due to 

lack of servicing or not using the correct 
fluid type. Transmission fluid degrades 
over time and can be affected by heat. A 
general rule of thumb is to change the 
fluid roughly every 30-50,000km, or more 
frequently if the vehicle is used for towing 
or carrying heavy goods.

Nowadays, transmissions are high-tech 
and require a particular fluid whether it’s a 
CVT, DSG or conventional transmission 
type.

Some transmissions are classed as “Fill 
for Life” or “Sealed” (without dipstick) and 
don’t have a manufacturer’s recommended 
replacement interval under normal driving 
situations. The term “life” could mean 
the manufacturer’s warranty period or 
100,000km, and it might be that the fluid 
requires a change at least once in the 
vehicle’s life.

Slippery Signs
Very similar to a slipping clutch in a 

manual, an automatic can slip or “flare” 
between gear changes. In the early stages 
of trouble or in vehicles without a tacho it 
may be difficult to detect, but if the engine 
seems to rev more than normal and no 
longer matches the vehicle’s momentum, 
then you could have a problem.

This is not to be confused with CVT 
transmission operation, where the revs may 
hold steady while speed increases. This can 
often be translated as a “slipping” sensation, 
but doesn’t necessarily indicate a problem. 
A common complaint for CVT vehicles is 
shuddering on take-off — this symptom 
can be fixed by a fluid change and the 
addition of an anti-shudder additive, but 
it can also end up quite expensive if more 
work is required.

Rough Shifting
This one’s a bit easier to detect, as there’s 

a noticeable “clonk” when engaging drive 
from park, reverse or neutral. Gear changes 
can also feel harsher than usual, disturbing 
an otherwise smooth drive down the 
highway. This could also be a symptom 
of a worn driveline component that needs 
further investigation.

Delayed engagement
This could be evident when you go to 

reverse out of a car park then suddenly 
hear a loud “bang” on acceleration. This 
could just be an indication of low or dirty 
fluid, or in the worst case, an internal 
component malfunction is causing gear 
selection delays. This is a common 
symptom experienced in used vehicles. 
To help prevent further damage until 
the vehicle can be repaired, it is best to 
delay accelerating for a few seconds after 
selecting a gear.

Fluid leaks
Total fluid loss will stop any transmission 

dead in its tracks, and it’s commonly 
attributed to a split or perished cooler hose. 
A leak over time can do the same thing, 
but can potentially cause more damage as 
the transmission has to work harder to try 
and maintain drive. Slow leaks can be from 
a simple gasket or seal and over time fluid 
can spread and look like a combination of 
leaks — a clean-down should pinpoint the 
location.

Keeping Cool
If your transmission is making buzzing 

noises it could indicate low fluid, or that 
the fluid is not able to be pumped around 
the transmission due to a blocked pick-up 
or dented transmission pan.

If you notice burning smells, it could be 
from an overheated transmission or due to 
a component slipping and failing inside. 
Transmission fluid is usually bright red 
in colour but it turns black if overheated. 
Overheating is one of the biggest causes 
of premature transmission failure (over 
80 percent) so it makes sense to add 
extra cooling. For this reason, an external 
transmission fluid cooler may need to 
be fitted on vehicles that tow significant 
loads. Overheating can happen if you’re in 
slow-moving traffic on a hot day, or slowly 
pulling that heavy trailer up a long hill.

Transmission
care crucial

ThE AA sometimes 
receives queries from 
members questioning 
why their vehicle’s 
speedometer reads 
higher than their GPS 
or digital speed monitors 
on the side of roads. 
Does this mean that it’s 
broken or unreliable?

First and foremost, speedos in most 
vehicles are designed to over-estimate 
the speed of travel. International law has 
long required modern cars to overstate 
true speed. The applicable standard for 
many vehicles sold in New Zealand is 
a European standard that specifies that 
speedometers must not indicate a speed 
less than the vehicle’s true speed, or a speed 
greater than the vehicle’s true speed by 
an amount of more than 10 percent plus 
4kmh.

What does this mean in real driving 
terms. Well, another way to look at it is, 
at a true speed of 90kmh, the speedo must 
read no less than 90kmh and no more than 
103kmh.

This then disqualifies any excuse given 
to a police officer pulling you over that 
goes along the lines of “my speedo said I 

was under”. If the officer says you were 
doing 105kmh, in all likelihood your 
speedo would have indicated that you were 
travelling significantly faster.

During the Christmas/New Year period, 
a tolerance of 4kmh is typically enforced 
on New Zealand roads to help counter the 
increased volume of traffic and prevent the 
risk of accidents. More and more, you hear 
from people who respond negatively to the 
tolerance, saying that it’s not speed that 
causes accidents, and that the fault is with 
people behind the wheel.

The tolerance is not changing the 
speed limit and it’s not reducing it. It just 
means that if you choose to exceed the 
limit, you’re more likely to be pulled over 
so only those who don’t adhere to it in 
the first place are going to be at greater 
risk of a penalty. That 4kmh allowance 
allows a small margin for speed creep 
and travelling downhill, or those running 
different wheel and tyre combinations 
which can, in some instances, have a small 
effect on the odometer reading, but it’s 
the responsibility of the vehicle’s owner 
to maintain. Tyre pressure can also have 
an effect on speedometer reading; under-
inflated tyres can result in the speedometer 
over-estimating the true speed.

Speedo readings
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THERE’S a reason that older, air-cooled 
Porsches are some of the most sought-
after classic cars on the market right now. 
And it’s not just because of that air-cooled 
charm that can be achieved in a much 
cheaper Volkswagen Beetle from the same 
era. It’s the driveability. 

Back in 1987, Porsche were looking to 
add power to their air-cooled 3.3-litre flat-
six engine, despite the fact that no other 
manufacturer in the segment was running 
a turbocharger, Porsche decided to slap one 
on. 

This forced induction resulted in a 
whopping 300hp (223kw) and 412Nm of 
torque. Packaged into the small 911 body, 

this power plant could shoot the 930 to 
100kmh in just 4.6 seconds. 

Unlike most modern sports cars that will 
get you up to triple figures a lot quicker, 
you’ll be rowing through the four-speed 
manual gearbox, and feel a real sense of 
achievement once you get there. 

On the inside, the cabin is fitted with a 
range of game-changing (in 1987) features 
to keep you comfortable including heated 
electric seats, a sunroof, and gorgeous 
(restored) white leather upholstery with 
black piping. 

As you could imagine, a car of this 
calibre comes with quite a price tag in 
2019.

Hard to beat 

FROM the 2020 Toyota GR Supra to 
the fully-electric Ford Mustang Mach-E, 
2019 has seen some pretty controversial 
cars unveiled, but nothing can compare to 
Tesla’s incredible Cybertruck. 

From its jarring body lines, to the 
stainless steel exterior finish, there is 
nothing subtle about this space-age electric 
ute, but according to Elon Musk, over 
250,000 people have already pre-ordered 
the truck. 

If you can’t be bothered waiting until 
the end of 2021, when the Cybertruck 
deliveries are scheduled to start, you could 
always try and build your own, as this 
Russian engineer has. 

Unlike previous attempts to build a 
Cybertruck, it looks like this one is covered 
in sheet metal, and features functional light 
bars at the front and rear of the ute, just 
like Elon’s one. 

Like most dodgy replicas, the 
proportions of the truck are slightly off, but 
it’s a pretty decent effort. The wheel and 
wheel arches are arguably the best part 
of the build, as the fitment is almost 
perfect. 

This replica looks a lot smaller than the 
official truck, which only recently received 
a ‘Class 2B-3’ rating over in America, 
which means that it is a medium-duty 
pickup truck. So instead of the F-150 that 
Tesla has been comparing the Cybertruck 
to, it will actually go up against the likes of 
the F-250, Ram 2500, and the Chevrolet 
Silverado 2500. 

Because of this, it will be interesting to 
see if the Cybertruck does in fact make 
it down to New Zealand, but considering 
New Zealand pre-orders opened up a few 
weeks ago, things are looking good for 
Cybertruck-hopefuls. 

No subtlety here

DRIVERS who use modern safety 
features such as active cruise control may be 
more likely to become complacent behind 
the wheel.

Research by the American Automobile 
Association’s Foundation for Traffic Safety 
suggests drivers familiar with assistance 
systems relied too much on features that 
can help steer or stop cars. The AAA 
says drivers who regularly use the features 
were nearly twice as likely “to engage in 
distracted driving while using the systems 
compared to when they were driving 
without the systems”.

It found drivers unaccustomed to 
active safety features were less likely to be 
distracted when the systems were active.

Dr David Yang, executive director of the 
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, says 
drivers must remain active and engaged 
behind the wheel.

“This new research suggests that as 
drivers gain more experience using ADAS 
technology, they could develop complacency 
while behind the wheel,” he says.

“Over-reliance on these systems can put 
drivers and others in dangerous conditions 
during critical moments.”

The research team filmed drivers who 
owned cars with advanced features, such 
as Tesla’s Autopilot or Subaru’s EyeSight 
suites, as well as people who borrowed cars 
with advanced tech.

It found people familiar with advanced 
driver aids were more likely to text 
while driving or engage with their car’s 
entertainment screen. Dr William Van 
Tassel, AAA manager of driver training 
programs, says over-reliance on automated 
systems was commonplace in some 
industries, and that drivers need to be 
careful not to fall into the same pattern.

Beware cruise control

McLAREN Automotive is a vehicle 
manufacturer that has proven itself over the 
past few years as a genuine competitor in 
the supercar and hypercar race, all from its 
HQ in the United Kingdom. 

If you’re familiar with the history of Bruce 
McLaren, you will know that this brand has 
strong Kiwi roots, after McLaren himself 
formed the Formula One team that started 
it all, way back in 1963. 

While most fans of McLaren this side of 
the Tasman love to claim that the logo was 
derived from the original Speedy Kiwi logo,  
McLaren affirms that it represents “the 
vorticies created by the rear wings”. 

Either way, McLaren might not celebrate 
its Kiwi heritage through the logo, but 
instead through an internship programme 
that was started in honour of the late Bruce 
McLaren, and regularly picks up Kiwi 
engineering students. 

Elizabeth Grant and Harvey Merton are 
the two latest students from the University 
of Auckland to take internships over at 

the McLaren Automotive HQ in Woking, 
Surrey, England. 

Both are engineering students with a 
passion for high-performance cars, and are 
set to spend the next two months working 
alongside designers and development 
engineers.

“It’s wonderful to welcome Elizabeth 
and Harvey to McLaren as the latest 
bright young engineers to benefit from the 
international internship named in honour 
of my father and to know his legacy lives on 
today both in the cars and the ethos of the 
company,” said Amanda McLaren, Bruce’s 
daughter.

“My father would be very proud of 
what McLaren has become today and 
I’m sure he would be equally proud of the 
internship which celebrates the strong links 
between Britain and New Zealand that he 
epitomised.”

Amanda is pictured below left, with 
interns Elizabeth Grant and Harvey 
Morton. 

Interns at McLaren
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MY first close-up experience with 
Auburn cars was when I started my motor 
apprenticeship with Ormond’s Motors, 
Peel Street Gisborne in 1948 and I assisted 
Phillip Hibbert — an “A grade’’ motor 
mechanic — to get an Auburn straight 8 
sedan car going for a client who had stored 
it for the duration of WW2. 

It was on stands upstairs on the second 
floor of the Bright street end of Ormond’s 
extensive workshops, with its tyres clear 
of the floor. We eventually got it to the 
ground floor and over a workshop pit. The 
motor required new rings and a valve grind, 
and the clutch had stuck to the flywheel so 
had to be replaced. I remember Phil and 
I going to the Wards Transport workshop 
and getting a new Ford truck clutch for it. 
We eventually got it going and it was taken 
away.

About 1947 when my older brother got 
married in Upper Hutt, his father-in-law 

had been lent a straight 8 Auburn car 
belonging to the proprietor of the Upper 
Hutt Hotel, to get to Gisborne.

I was at high school still and was taken 
for a ride in it up the Coast road to 
Tatapouri, with my brother driving and 
the huge car hitting 70mph. They were 
very fast for their time. These cars had a 
three-speed gearbox but also a two-speed 
rear Timken differential giving six forward 
gears. I have no idea how much fuel they 
used but my brother’s father-in-law was the 
manager of the New South Wales Upper 
Hutt branch and he was paying. 

When I moved to Te Puke in 1957 to 
work for G.D. May, an Austin dealership 
garage, the storeman had a six cylinder 
Auburn Sedan and I was very tempted to 
buy it. They were impressive cars.

I have drawn Auburn cars before for The 
Herald, a few years back, but came across 
this on the internet so here it is. 

Frank and Morris Eckhart of Auburn 
Indiana USA went into automobile 
building in 1900 and made a single 
cylinder two-seater car in 1903, then a 
twin cylinder in 1905, a four cylinder in 
1909 and a six cylinder in 1912. A change 
in ownership in 1919 and Auburn were 
installing Continental six cylinder engines, 
a 26bhp known as the “Beauty-six’’. A lack 
of sales brought about another ownership 
change, with the company bought by Erratt 
Lobban Cord. Early in 1925 came the 
“Eight in line” that developed into a 4523cc 
capacity and these cars had many different 
body styles. In 1928 Auburn started 
making “Bob Tail” sports car capable of 
speeds of 108mph, with its 115bhp engine. 
In 1929 22,000 cars were sold, and sales in 
1931 topped 28,000 units. 

The restyle car I have drawn, rightly 
known as “King of the Highway’’, used a 
super-charged straight 8 Lycoming side 
valve engine that developed 150bhp and 
it was priced at about $1725 at that time, 
1936. Auburn cars, along with Cord and 
Duesenberg, are top American Classic 
collector cars today.

Story, illustration by Doug Curtis

‘King of the Highway’
Auburn: Named “King of the 
highway”. — Hayley 
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Auto ACtIoN
ArouNd towN

If you know of an event coming 
up by an automotive club or

 automotive fixture let us know.
Phone Andy 869 0616 or E-mail: 

andy.searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Want a free listing?

Gas Guzzlers Breakfast 
First Sunday of each month 
Behind the Courthouse,  
8am-11am. Rick 027 490 1373

East Coast Museum  
of Technology  
Open Sun-Fri 10am-4pm,  
Sat 1pm-4pm 
Main Rd, Makaraka

Gis. American Car Club 
Various Events 
Colin 868 1454;  
Rick 027 490 1373

Tairawhiti Aviation Museum 
Open Tuesday 9am-4pm and 
Sunday 9am-4pm 
Gisborne Airport

Ulysses Motorcycle Club 
Monthly meeting held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  
7.30pm at the  
Tatapouri Sports Fishing Club
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Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz

Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

125 Grey St, Gisborne
Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nzPh 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz

Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

Auto Service Centre 
Specialising in mags, 
tyres and servicing of 
all vehicle WOFs and 
Mechanical Repairs. 

Authorised Cooper Dealer

Tyres Worth Owning

Finance
• MTF
 152 Ormond Road .................. 868 8490

Motorcycles
• Gisborne Honda
 368 Gladstone Road ............... 868 9109

Panel Beaters 
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Parts Department
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Auto One 
 329 Gladstone Road  .............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Spray Painters
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Tyre Dealers
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Vehicle Servicing
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Commercial Centre 
 310 Gladstone Road ............... 868 4581
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Wheel Alignments
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

WOF
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City, Grey Street ............... 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938
 

FOR MORE INFO OR BOOKINGS 
CONTACT: Andy Searle

Phone 869 0616 • Email: 
andy.searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Leave message, name & phone no. and I will contact you.
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OVER the past few years, we’ve seen 
the value of Japanese classics such as the 
Toyota Supra and Nissan Skyline GT-R 
shoot through the roof as they near their 
20th birthday. 

While we might watch in horror 
as these two models fetch upwards of 
$100,000 over in the States, classic 
supercars are a whole different breed, and 
landing something like this Lamborghini 
for that price would be a dream come true. 

This 1999 Lamborghini Diablo VT was 
listed this week on the US salvage site 
Copart without a reserve, meaning that 
numerous hopeful bidders rushed to the 
auction, hoping to pick up an absolute 
bargain. 

As this is a salvage auction site, this 
Diablo may not look damaged, but it has 

suffered from extensive flood damage, 
rendering the electronics useless. 

Copart mentioned that they attempted 
to start up the 5.7-litre V12 engine, but 
were met with absolutely nothing. 

Unfortunately, this meant that the 
digital dash cluster wouldn’t light up 
either, leaving hopeful buyers to try to 
guess the mileage of the 20-year-old 
Italian beast. 

This is quite a shame, as only 100 VT 
Roadsters were built that year. 

As this model is the five-speed manual, 
all-wheel drive-equipped VT, this is one 
of the most sought-after Diablos, and has 
gained a cult following thanks to their 
mechanical workings. 

Two years ago, a similar spec car sold in 
Australia for $437,000.

Lamborghini dream

PORSCHE and Lucasfilms — the 
Disney-owned company behind the 
popular franchise — have joined forces for 
a unique project that was revealed at the 
global debut of the new film, The Rise of 
Skywalker.

Porsche and Lucasfilms have been 
working behind closed doors for the past 
two months to build a fantasy starship.

Unfortunately it won’t be able to make 
the jump into hyperspace or make the 
Kessel Run in 12 parsecs. But the five-foot 
detailed model of a new Tri-Wing star 
fighter certainly looks the part.

Lucasfilms’ chief creative director Doug 
Chiang says he loved the opportunity to 
work with other industries to design the 
starship.

“This collaboration is an amazing 
opportunity to merge the design aesthetics 
of Porsche and Star Wars. I found it to 
be creatively challenging and extremely 
inspiring,” says Chiang.

“It is thrilling to infuse Star Wars with 
Porsche styling to create an iconic new 
spaceship that could exist both on Earth 
or in the cinematic universe.”

Porsche used several elements from 
the design of its coming Taycan electric 
car, integrating several of the futuristic 
looking machine’s styling cues. including 
the headlights, along with other Porsche 
elements such as the long third brake light 
from the new 911 sports car.

Porsche’s head of styling Michael Mauer 
says the starship’s shape incorporates the 
famous Porsche silhouette.

“The basic shape of the cabin, which 
tapers towards the rear, and a highly 
distinctive topography from the cockpit 
fly line to the turbines establish visual 
parallels with the iconic design of the 911 
and the Taycan,” says Mauer.

Porsche’s head of marketing Kjell 
Gruner says the collaboration was a fun 
way to promote the launch of the Taycan.

Porsche hook-up

JUST as no automotive brand is more 
Australian than Holden, no caravan 
brand is as dinky-di as Jayco. Put the two 
together, with Holden’s Colorado ute 
hooked up to Jayco’s ruggedly innovative 
new BaseStation twin-axle six-berth 
caravan, and you have two great accessories 
to enhance a Kiwi summer road trip.

The NZ Herald’s Driven motoring 
publication took the pair on an overnight 
tow to a beach north of Coromandel 
township. The Colorado and its seven-seat 
SUV sibling, the Trailblazer, offer some 
of the best caravan-towing platforms on 
the market. First, there’s the gross vehicle 
mass (GVM) rating of the Holdens. These 
relatively light vehicles are rated to carry 
lots — with vast reserves of gross vehicle 
mass that can be used for essentials such as 
people and payload.

When hooking up a 2.7-tonne caravan 
such as the BaseStation, it’s comforting 
to have such a generous GVM allowance 
when said caravan is capable of swallowing 
a quad-bike or whatever adult-sized toys 

are considered summer essentials.
For some utes, just the 270kg that the 

BaseStation places on the tow-ball, plus 
your partner and a couple of kids, would 
consume the maximum overall weight limit 
so there wouldn’t be any buffer zone left to 
cart luggage and supplies.

That means the vehicle is now borderline 
illegal. If things go pear-shaped, an 
insurance claim could be in doubt.

Then there’s the 2.8 Duramax, four-
cylinder turbo-diesel of the Holden twins, 
and the way it gets into its 500Nm of 
driving force early in the rev range. The 
Duramax is an extremely able engine at 
towing speeds. The six-speed automatic 
gearbox is also well programmed to deliver 
the required grunt with urgency. This 
power train relishes hard work and feels 
relaxed. It’s also relatively frugal when 
beavering away with a mobile motel suite 
in tow.

Average fuel consumption when rigged 
up with the Jayco was 12.5l/100km, not 
bad given the Coromandel’s winding roads.

Power combo
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GISBORNE MOTORS LTD
MID CITY, GREY STREET, GISBORNE   PHONE 867 6759 

www.gisbornemotors.co.nz

END OF YEAR MAZDA 
DEMONSTRATOR CLEARANCE

 MAZDA CX-5 GSX
2.5 litre, AWD, auto, SUV, 

colour: Soul Red

MAZDA CX-8 GSX
2.2 diesel, AWD, 7 seater, auto, 

SUV, colour: Soul Red

Retail incl ORC  $47,695

Yours for  $42,600

Retail incl ORC  $57,495

Yours for  $50,700

MAZDA2 GSX
1.5 litre auto, hatch, 
colour: Eternal Blue

MAZDA CX-5 GLX
2.0 litre, FWD, auto, SUV, 

colour: Sonic Silver

Retail incl ORC  $27,195

Yours for  $25,195

Retail incl ORC  $41,645

Yours for  $36,700

Take advantage of our company demonstrator concessions 
on these late models Mazda’s

MAZDACARE AFTER SALES BENEFITS TRANSFERABLE. Balance of 5 year 

unlimited kilometre warranty – 3 years or 100,000kms. Free scheduled 

servicing. 5 years roadside assist – 5 year anti corrosion warranty.



MAINSTREAM manufacturers are starting 
to cotton on to the EV (electric vehicle) world, 
as evidenced by the all-new Audi e-tron and 
Jaguar I-Pace that launched in New Zealand 
this year (and the Mercedes-Benz EQC that’s 
coming in 2020).

And yet, when it came to AA Driven 
Car of the Year sorting, it was the “niche”, 
“unorthodox”, “different” Tesla Model 3 that 
took the prize for best electric vehicle/plug-in 
hybrid instead.

To say that 
the Model 3 
is inherently 
different to 
the I-Pace and 
e-tron is an 
understatement. 
While both the 
Jag and Audi 
do everything 
they can to try 
to look and feel 
like traditional 
vehicles (digitial wing mirrors not withstanding), 
the Model 3 wears its future-orientated tilt with 
pride. 

It does this perhaps even more so than the 
Model S or X that came before it. The minimalist 
cabin is unlike anything we’ve ever seen; 
features like the key-card, glass roof, and multi-
purpose scroll wheels on the steering wheel 
make you feel like you’re in control of a car 
from an alternate universe. And alongside all of 
that, it comes with a set of powertrains that are 
incredibly capable. 

Yes, while everyone is fixated on the 
335kW/640Nm dual-motor all-paw Model 3 
performance, the regular single-motor rear-
wheel drive variant is not to be sneezed at. 
This was the model that Tesla nominated for 

our stringent two-day test event, and the wide 
consensus was that it was plenty quick enough 
for the task. 

“The Model 3 is basically an iPad on wheels 
— and I loved that simplicity,” said chief judge 
Liz Dobson during her early drive of the Model 
3 late last year.

“The Model 3 works incredibly well and 
made driving in the chaotic southern California 
roads easy. There is autopilot for the highways 
that does require you to have some input, but 

it is great when 
you are cruising 
along, desperately 
trying to find 
your turnoff while 
following satnav 
instructions.

“It stop/starts 
with ease in 
heavy traffic and 
the suspension 
does a great job, 
especially on 

some gnarly central LA pot holes. . . . It’s such 
an easy and enjoyable vehicle to drive — and 
when it arrives in New Zealand, it’s set to 
change the EV world here.”

Perhaps the best party trick of all with the 
Model 3 is the fact that, despite all the efforts 
to make it look and feel like something out of 
this world, it’s still a remarkably sensible car to 
live with. The standard model’s 460km claimed 
range is good enough to wipe range anxiety out 
of the minds of most commuters, and the smart 
interior layout lends itself to excellent leg and 
headroom all round. 

Whether the Tesla Model 3 has changed the 
world is a topic that’s up for debate. However, 
it has undoubtedly changed the way the world 
looks at electric cars.

Tesla Model 3: Changing 
way the world views EVs

IF you delved into the data you would 
likely conclude that the most influential car 
on the planet is the Mercedes-Benz S-Class. 
And, in part, that’s why it is this year’s AA 
Driven New Zealand Car of the Year luxury 
segment award winner.

So many of the technologies that we enjoy 
in today’s cars were pioneered by the three-
pointed star. And, naturally, a raft of those 
features — including things like radar cruise 
control — made their mainstream debut in 
Mercedes’ big luxury cruiser.

The S-Class’ reputation for being a 
technology marvel continues today. 

“The idea behind the S-Class is actually 
very simple; it is designed to be the best car 
in the world. The S-Class is our soul. It is 
the market benchmark.” 

Bold words from Achim-Dietrich 
Badstubner, Mercedes’ head of exterior 
design, at the global launch of the current 
S-Class — and reflected in the level of 
technology and comfort on display. 

Across its bevy of screens and buttons, 
S-Class drivers are able to interact with one 
of the best semi-autonomous drive systems 
in any vehicle. It allows for land changes, 
on top of the requisite ability to stay in the 

centre of a lane and modulate throttle input.
On a lighter note (pun incoming), the 

S-Class’ interior mood lighting has 64 
different colour options. Each headlight 
features up to 84 LEDs, with the ability to 
shift away from oncoming traffic at night 
in order to not dazzle the eyes of other 
motorists. And, all of these elements are 
wrapped in some of the nicest leathers, 
metals and woods of any car on sale.

“Marketers and analysts will argue that, 
whether a company is updating the biggest 
or smallest car in its range, all the details 
still have to be right. That’s true of course; 
no one wants a dud, regardless of the sticker 
price. But there is something about each 
successive update of flagship S-Class — the 
traditional technological test bed not only 
for Mercedes, but inadvertently so many 
of its rivals — that raises the stakes,” said 
AA Driven Car of the Year judge Cameron 
Officer during the international launch. 

“More than 4 million S-Classes have 
been sold since it debuted in 1972. And the 
model has legs; it was the biggest-selling 
luxury sedan globally last year, proving more 
popular than its rivals even during a run-out 
year.”

Mercedes 
S-Class sets the 

AS part of the annual AA Driven 
New Zealand Car of the Year festivities, 
we also award the car that achieves the 
strongest ANCAP safety rating out of 
those currently on sale. And this year, that 
honour went to the Mercedes-Benz CLA. 

This stylish luxury coupe receives top 
marks for its autonomous emergency 
braking ability to protect adult occupants 
and cyclists, and it’s great to see such 
outstanding 
levels of safety 
represented 
in a medium-
sized vehicle 
that offers 
luxury and 
performance.

The CLA 
received strong 
marks across all 
of ANCAP’s 
different test processes. “Adult occupant 
protection” was rated by the firm at 96 
percent, with “child occupant protection”, 
“vulnerable road user protection”, and 
“safety assist” marked as 92, 91 and 76 
percent respectfully.

The recently revised Mercedes-Benz 
CLA arrived on our shores during a time 
of small-car renaissance for the brand. 
It pairs exterior styling that harks to the 
larger CLS, while simultaneously taking 
on Mercedes-Benz’s latest cabin layout and 
MBUX infotainment system — as seen in 
last year’s AA Driven New Zealand Car of 
the Year winner, the A-Class.

The local CLA range starts with the 

capable 165kW/350Nm 2.0-litre model, 
but will soon extend all the way to a fully 
blown AMG variant packing the most 
powerful four-cylinder engine on the 
planet — a turbocharged four making up 
to 310kW/510Nm — and a unit it shares 
with its AMG A45 cousin.

“With the first CLA we created a totally 
new segment with a four-door coupé and 
celebrated a huge success by selling some 

750,000 
CLA and 
Shooting 
Brake,” said 
Daimler 
AMG’s 
Britta Seeger.

“The new 
edition of 
the CLA 
has been 
developed 

further in an intelligent way and is even 
more emotional and sportier than its 
predecessor. Coupled with new operating 
systems, it sets new benchmarks for the 
entire class.”

As cars become quicker and more 
complicated, it becomes increasingly 
important to shine a light on the 
advancements in safety. We’re on the edge 
of a new era of motoring, with the world of 
vehicle safety set to come to a critical head.

And, as evidenced by the A-Class 
coming in second place (third in class went 
to the Tesla Model 3), Mercedes-Benz are 
putting more effort into the endeavour 
than most. 

Outstanding 

SOMETIMES the world doesn’t necessarily 
know what it wants until you put that thing in 
front of them. And the Mazda CX-8 — a 2018 AA 
Driven New Zealand Car of the Year finalist — 
could be considered one such car. 

It joined Mazda’s SUV line-up last year, above 
the CX-3 and CX-5, and underneath the CX-9. In 
a sense, it seemed a curious edition next to the 
larger “nine”, given that both feature seven seats 
and on the surface seem similar in size. But 
that hasn’t stopped it from being a success and, 
ultimately, being crowned as our large SUV of the 
year segment winner.

The CX-8 faced formidable rivals in fellow 
class podium getters from Holden (the Acadia, a 
2019 outright finalist) and Volvo (the plush XC90). 

Somewhat ironically, the CX-8 slots neatly 
between the two. Priced at $53,490 it is a firm 
competitor with the $49,990 Acadia for those on 
a budget, but simultaneously the interior quality 
— particularly in regards to the leather and soft-
touch surfaces — is comparable not only to the 
Volvo, but to most potential European rivals.

The nicely-finished cabin is complemented by 
the CX-8’s smooth on-road demeanour. It comes 
with a capable 2.2-litre twin-turbo diesel engine 
making 140kW of power and 450Nm of torque, 
effectively sliding it next to the capabilities of a 
V6 engine. 

“The CX-8 has an exceptionally smooth six-
speed automatic transmission, and the whole 
package is said to return fuel consumption 
figures of 6 litres per 100km travelled,” said 

former Driven editor and current COTY judge 
Tony Verdon during his CX-8 road test.

“So fuel economy would be another point 
score for the CX-8, providing in theory an 
exceptional fuel range of about 1200km from the 
74-litre fuel tank.

“The six-speed automatic gearbox slides 
through the gears smoothly, and although the 
CX-8 doesn’t have the sheer grunt of the larger 
sibling, it has more than ample power, which is 
delivered without undue pressure on the engine.”

As we recently found out in the production of 
our seven-seat special edition buyer’s guide, the 
large-SUV segment is brimming with high-quality 
competitors. The CX-8, Acadia, and XC90 are just 
the start, with relatively new entrants like the 
SEAT Tarraco and former COTY winning Skoda 
Kodiaq rubbing shoulders with established 
players like the Toyota Highlander and Hyundai 
Santa Fe.

All of which makes the CX-8’s position at the 
top of the pile all the more impressive. 

Mazda CX-8 ‘best large SUV’
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HOW’S my driving is a question not 
asked often enough on our roads. While we 
all take pride in our driving, the fact is New 
Zealanders’ driving standards are generally 
fairly low. Even atrocious at times.

From the inability to keep left on 
motorways unless overtaking, to using 
phones while driving; from the confusion of 
when to use indicators at roundabouts, to 
gambling with overtaking margins towards 
oncoming traffic, Kiwis qualify as some of 
the world’s worst drivers.

Cars’ passive and active safety has 
advanced. Roads are continually upgraded 
and made safer. Yet for the past five years, 
there has been a greater number of road 
deaths. In 2015, that toll stood at 295. Last 
year, it reached a record 351.

Of that sad total, 175 died while at the 
wheel of a vehicle with four wheels or 
more. Those classified as a driver represent 
a section of the road toll that is increasing 
more than others. Numbers of passengers, 
motorcyclists, and pedestrians killed annually 
is relatively stable, but every year more drivers 
die.

Attitude and aptitude remain the biggest 
problems. Many drivers are apathetic and/
or arrogant in their own abilities. Any good 
driving tutor will teach that it simply isn’t 
enough to obey speed laws to be a safe driver.

So, it’s time to take a look at our driving 
habits to be safer and better on our roads.

Do you think slower drivers are a hazard? 
That anyone faster is a maniac? This is all 
attitude. We tend to easily criticise other 
drivers, yet rarely assess our own driving.

Think of your actions as a pedestrian 
in foot traffic, when getting behind your 
car’s wheel. Adopting this more vulnerable 
mindset may help you become a more 
courteous driver, prepared to share road space 
with others. With increased courtesy comes 
increased safety.

Many people are quick to blame younger, 
inexperienced motorists for rising road tolls. 
Yet three-quarters of those killed on our 
roads in 2018 were over 25 years of age. One 
third were aged between 40 and 59, the most 
lethal age bracket for road users. This would 
suggest that it’s not only young, new-to-the-
road drivers who will benefit from further 
driver training. Even those who have been 
several times around the odometer may find 
their unrecognised bad habits corrected, and 

discover safer driving methods.
Besides, a day spent training to be a better 

driver is usually fun. It may also save your 
life.

SEVEN DEADLY DRIVING SINS
A driver with fewer distractions is a safer 

driver.
SIN 1: Keep left unless overtaking.
Failure to do so could result in a $150 fine 

and 20 demerit points. In extreme cases, 
such as when the police witness a vehicle 
crossing the centre line on a blind bend, the 
offence could elevate to a dangerous driving 
charge and a $4500 fine or three month’s 
imprisonment, with six months’ loss of 
licence.

SIN 2: Is driving barefoot legal?
Yes, even for motorcyclists. But closed 

shoes are safer. As for driving in jandals: 
don’t because barefoot is better, grippy shoes 
are best.

SIN 3: Driving while holding a mobile 
phone in your hand may incur an $80 fine 
as police will suspect you of using the phone. 
The latter can be done only in an emergency 
when it is unsafe to stop the vehicle. The 
rule applies while stopped at traffic lights or 
crawling along a congested motorway lane, as 
drivers need to be aware of changes to their 
roadscape at such times. 

SIN 4: Can a child’s booster seat or a 
protective restraint seat be placed in the 
front passenger seat? Yes, but remember to 
disable the frontal impact airbag facing that 
seat first. This airbag should be disabled for 
all folk of smaller stature as the explosive 
deployment of the airbag in a crash can cause 

neck damage to shorter people.
Usually this airbag can be disabled by 

inserting the car’s ignition key to a special 
lock on the inside of the glovebox.

Generally, a rear-facing capsule-style seat 
is best for children under the age of 3; and 
a booster seat for 3 to 7 years. Over the age 
of 7, booster seats can be used for safety, 
however, it’s not illegal to go without.

SIN 5: Merging should be done like a 
zipper, one-and-one from either lane at the 
point of the merge. Studies have shown that 
premature merging creates longer queues. 
Remember to be generous with the space 
you leave for the other vehicle when merging 
with trucks and trailers.

SIN 6: The open road speed limit for 
vehicles towing trailers is 90kmh. Any 
infringement above that speed is likely to 
incur the same fines as those applied to 
other vehicles that exceed the 100kmh limit. 
That means a $30 fine for a vehicle towing a 
trailer travelling at 90-100kmh, $80 for 101-
105kmh, $120 for 106-110kmh and steadily 
rising in 5kmh brackets to a maximum of 
$630 for exceeding 140kmh.

When towing, exceeding 130kmh is likely 
to result in an immediate 28-day licence 
suspension.

SIN 7: Keep the two-second gap rule 
to the car in front, and extend it to four 
seconds in wet conditions. Maintaining a 
decent following distance will give you a 
better view of oncoming traffic and whether 
a safe overtaking opportunity might present 
itself. On gravel roads it’s best to extend the 
following distance in the interest of visibility.

Vulnerable mindset advised
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Ofer available until 31 January 2020 at participating Holden Dealers or while stocks last. Private buyers only. Not available with 
any other ofer. 2019 Stock Clearance Sale is based on 2019 Dealer stock vehicles. *Free scheduled service 3 years/100,000kms 
(whichever occurs irst) for Holden vehicles sold in New Zealand by a Holden dealer. See Holden.co.nz for details.

3 YEARS / 100,000km FREE SCHEDULED SERVICING* ON ALL NEW VEHICLES

Trailblazer LTZ Auto 
from $50,990 + ORC

Colorado LTZ
 4x2 Manual 

from $38,490 
+ ORC

• 3 Tonne Towing 

Capacity

• Trailer Sway 

Control

• 7” Touchscreen

• 3.5 Tonne  

Towing Capacity

• 2.8L Duramax  

Diesel Engine

• 18” Alloy Wheels

7-SEAT SUV TOP OF  
THE RANGE

Trailblazer LTZ Auto
from 50,990

• 20” Alloy Wheels

• Adaptive Cruise 

Control

• 360 Degree 

Camera

• 20” Alloy Wheels

• Adaptive Cruise 

Control

• 360 Degree 

Camera

LIMITED STOCK

• Zippy 1.4L Engine

• Class Leading 

Connectivity

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

Spark LS Auto 
from $17,990 

+ ORC

 

from 17,990
Commodore VXR 

     from $57,490 
+ ORC

POWERFUL

Acadia LT AWD 
from $49,990 + ORC 

Trax LTZ Auto 
from $30,990 

+ ORC

• 18” Alloy Wheels

• Heated Front Seats

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

• Heated Front 

Seats

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

• Blind Spot Alert

TOP OF  
THE RANGE

7-SEAT SUV


