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The top 10 
motoring 
stories 
of 2019

THE year just gone wasn’t only bizarre 
in the realm of politics. The motoring 
world also felt like a controversy freight 
train, interspersed with announcements of 
pioneering tech, monstrous supercars, and 
whatever the hell a Cybertruck is.

As we tick off the early days of what is 
highly likely to be a colourful 2020, we take 
a look back at the 10 biggest automotive 
tales of 2019. And what a year it was.

10. Ford's giant-killer

2019's AA Driven New Zealand Car of 
the Year finalist selection was among the 
most competitive ever seen. Two of the best 
EVs produced to date, the return of a sports 
car icon of old, and a raft of exemplary 
sedans, hatches and SUVs ensured a closely-
fought battle.

Which made it all the more impressive to 
see the all-new Ford Focus rise through the 
pack to claim the overall prize. The cheapest 
car of the group earned the prize through its 
exceptional space, chuckle-inducing handling 
and fun powertrain. 

9. Return of the Supra

IF you boiled down the clicks and 
numbers, you would probably find that 
the Toyota GR Supra was the single most 
talked-about car of 2019. 

The return of Toyota's most iconic sports 
car nameplate was fraught with internet 
controversy as news broke of its BMW-
sourced platform and engine. Still, people 
wanted to learn more about it and the plot 
only thickened as the Supra hit showrooms 
around the world. 

It was found to be quicker than its 
supposedly identical BMW Z4 cousin as 
the measures Toyota had made to make it 
a star among the modified car crowd were 
discovered. 

And in the midst of all the rumours and 
gossip, most reviewers said “yeah, this thing 
is pretty good”.

8. A new global superpower

THE merging of PSA Group (Peugeot, 
Citroen, DS, Opel, Vauxhall) and Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles (Fiat, Alfa Romeo, 
Maserati, RAM, Lancia, Jeep, Dodge) wasn't 
just a saviour for two struggling groups. 

It also made the duo the fourth-
largest car-maker in the world overnight. 
Combined revenues of US$189.7 billion are 
forecast, with a recurring operating profit of 

over US$12.2b. The move meant no factory 
closures and a more solid foundation for 
research and development sharing and future 
growth. Now to see what they can do with 
it.

7. Kiwi new car market declines

AFTER record new car sales in 2018, 
it was perhaps not surprising to see a 
considerable dip in 2019. 

The regular suspects all continued to 
dominate the charts — Ford's everlasting 
Ranger topping the Toyota Hilux, Corolla, 
and Mitsubishi Triton over the course of the 
year. 

But things like shrinking business 
confidence and uncertainty over the future 
motoring tech meant markedly less New 
Zealanders were willing to buy a new car in 
2019. 

6. Feeling electric

COUNTLESS new EVs and hybrids 
were unveiled in 2019 as the world's 
motoring brands embark on a possible new 
era. 

The Volkswagen ID.3, Mini Cooper SE, 
Peugeot 208e, Ford Mustang Mach-E, and 
the adorable Honda E were among the 
biggest unveilings. 

Locally, the Jaguar I-Pace, Audi e-tron, 
and (in the last month) the Mercedes-Benz 
EQC all arrived to much fanfare. But it 
was the highly-anticipated Tesla Model 3 
that made the biggest local impact, setting 
the local sales bar high when it arrived in 
August. 

One of the other big surprises was the 
MG ZS EV. It's set to land in 2020 as New 
Zealand's cheapest electric vehicle, with the 
initial 50-strong early bird allocation (priced 
at $49,990) selling out in two months. 

5. Porsche versus Tesla

SPEAkING of new EVs, the Porsche 
Taycan was unveiled to much fanfare in 
2019. Along with bringing predictably high 
levels of luxury and a svelte design ethos 
inside and out, the Taycan also set a new 
benchmark at the Nürburgring as the new 
owner of the record for fastest four-door EV.

This wasn't something that Tesla and its 
eccentric CEO Elon Musk were prepared 
to accept. It triggered a fascinating (and 
ongoing) lover's tiff between the two brands 
that included Musk taking numerous highly 
modified Tesla Model S Performance 

models to the illustrious German circuit in 
an attempt to beat Porsche's lap.

There was also Top Gear's controversial 
comparison between the Model S and 
Taycan, where eagle-eyed viewers discovered 
that the outlet's performance numbers 
for the Tesla were somewhat doctored — 
further fanning the flames. Where's that 
popcorn gone? 

4. Goodbye, Commodore

IT was a disastrous year for Holden, 
particularly over the ditch where it had its 
worst sales record in history. It's ironic of 
course, given that the Colorado, Equinox, 
and Acadia are all streaks ahead of the 
vehicles they replaced (or, in the case of the 
Colorado, its humble beginnings). But that 
didn't stop declining sales and subsequent 
comprehensive change from occurring. 

Holden boss Dave Buttner left the roost 
after a short tenure and was soon followed 
by the Commodore. After over four decades, 
one of Australasia's most beloved nameplates 
was confirmed as a goner in early December. 

Although it remains the best-selling 
vehicle in class in New Zealand, that large 
car segment is a shrinking one. Not to 
mention that two years on from launch 
Holden's most diehard fans still struggle to 
identify with the 'ZB'. 

Nevertheless, the death of another sedan 
from the vehicle market is something car 
enthusiasts should mourn, although with 
Cadillac sedans having been spotted testing 
in Australia, the story may not be over just 
yet. 

3. ‘Debris, debris, debris’

THE 2019 Bathurst 1000 will go down 
in history as one of the most hotly debated 
ever. 

The scene had already been set before 
a wheel had turned in anger of course, 
following an extensive and choppy debate 
around parity following the domination of 
the new Ford Mustang GT. 

The 43-second delay instigated by DJR 
Team Penske and Fabian Coulthard changed 
the field's order at the time, ironically 
ruined the hopes of a surprise Tickford 
Racing comeback and ultimately resulted in 
the largest fine in Supercars history being 
handed down to the team (a fine many still 
believe to have been insufficient). 

News the following month of a qualifying 
engine breach in Scott McLaughlin's 
sister car further stoked the fire, resulting 

in another fine and another wave of 
controversial comments. 

It all sadly took the shine off what should 
have been a year that placed McLaughlin 
in the realm of New Zealand's most iconic 
athletes. 

2. Corvette drops jaws

THE next-gen Chevrolet Corvette was 
always going to cause a stir given the much 
talked-about shift from being front-engined 
to mid-engined. But, nobody predicted the 
jaw-dropping pricing of US$60,000.

Seemingly all doubt about whether the 
C8 “is a real Corvette” disappeared under 
a sea of disbelief and confusion following 
the announcement. How could a company 
produce a Ferrari 488 rival and then plan to 
sell it for such a fine fraction of the price? 

It didn't end there. Shortly after its launch 
came a second wave of amazement via 
confirmation from Holden that a right-hand 
drive version would be sold in Australia 
and New Zealand — a surprise first for the 
nameplate. 

Just don't expect it to land here with a 
retail price anywhere near US$60,000. 

1. Cybertruck (pictured above)

WHEN news broke that Tesla were going 
into the ute game, people were not too 
sure what to expect. The majority it seems 
thought something relatively quick but 
conventional in the vain of the Model 3 was 
on the menu.

Instead, what we got was a bulletproof, 
stainless steel behemoth styled like a 
dystopian movie prop from Tron with 
performance capabilities supposedly good 
enough to rival supercars. 

Nobody was prepared for this thing. 
You might have thought the Model 3's 

spectacular success would lead to more 
straightforward products from Tesla, and less 
of the weird headline-driven insanity like 
the 400kmh Roadster. But no, perhaps off 
the back of the poor response from investors 
to the Model Y (remember that? It was 
unveiled this year too) Tesla turned every 
dial up to 11 with the Cybertruck. 

Everyone had an opinion on this thing. 
ANCAP thinks its inherently unsafe, 
Dubai's police force loves it and has ordered 
a bunch, Ford are ... uhh ... probably 
indifferent on it at best. 

Tesla's weird side is alive and kicking. 
Now to see if this thing can make it to 
production.
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ROAD TOLL DOWN

TWENTY-four fewer people died on the 
road in 2019 compared to 2018 — 353 people 
died, down from 377 in 2018.

It marks a significant drop in deaths but is 
still the fourth-worst year of the decade.

The figure was at the afternoon of 
December 31, but shortly after 6pm police 
confirmed a person had died following a 
crash on State Highway 29, lower kaimai, on 
Monday, December 23.

The crash involved two trucks. One person 
was critically injured in the crash and died 
in hospital. Police continue to investigate the 
circumstances of the crash.

That marks a more than 6 percent drop over 
the past year, which exceeds the 5 percent goal 
set by the police each year. 

The Christmas and New Year holiday toll 
(4pm, Tuesday, Dec 24 to 6am, Friday, Jan 3) 
was six.

2017 remains the worst year on our roads 
this decade — 378 people fatalities. 

The number of deaths reached its low point 

in 2013 — a toll of 253 people.
The New Zealand Herald has built an 

interactive that calculates the road toll on 
summer driving routes using data on fatal 
crashes over the past 20 years.

The statistics are sobering — 7431 people 
have died on New Zealand roads in that time 
and experience suggests more will lose their 
lives in crashes this summer.

Memorials for these victims haunt the sides 
of the roads but these roadside crosses are but 
a fraction of the number of people who died 
instead of reaching their destination.

The Herald interactive shows many of New 
Zealand’s most lethal routes are to and from 
Auckland. 

The drive north is the worst, including 
the segment from Warkworth to Whangārei 
where in 20 years 162 people have been killed 
on just 101km of road. 

On average, this is one person every 623m 
of road.

 — RNZ and NZ Herald

But still fourth deadliest over decade
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I DREW this Sunbeam from a photo 
I received from a friend who was visiting 
the United kingdom recently and came 
across a car museum that 
had prototype English cars 
in it.

This Sunbeam was one of 
them.

I have called it a 1955 
Alpine model but it is 
possibly an even earlier 
model.

These were a highly 
desirable English sports 
convertible and not a lot 
were imported into the 
country as at that time 
overseas funds were required and only 

Sunbeam Alpine a 
champion sports car

New Zealand wool producers had these 
funds.

There was one in Gisborne and it 
belonged to a local dry cleaner.

He was in the newly-formed 
Gisborne Car Club and we saw 
quite a bit of his car.

John Marsden started out 
making Sunbeam cycles in 
1887 in Wolverhampton, 
England, and made his first car 
in 1905.

Sunbeam amalgamated with 
Talbot and Darracq in 1920 
and in 1933 the company was 
taken over by Rootes Brothers.

Cars were then sold as 
Sunbeam Talbot pre World War 2, then 
reappeared as Sunbeam Talbots in 1945.

There were two models — a 1.2-litre and 
a two-litre, both were four-cylinder side-
valve motors.

In 1948 their cars had overhead-valve, 
four-cylinder motors and a new body styling 
by Ted white, but were still using rigid 
axles.

Independent front coil spring suspension 
was fitted in 1950 and the 1953 model 
had a newly-designed engine called the 
ninety.

Between 1949 and 1957, 5349 cars were 
built, fitted with a four-cylinder overhead-
valve engine of 2267cc that produced 70bhp 
at 4000rpm. 

The Sunbeam Talbot Alpine was 
consistently improved and remained a 
serious competitor for MGA and Triumph 
Te until the 1960s.

Stirling Moss had many successful sports 
car rallies with his car and it gained the 
name Alpine after winning europe’s rallye 
des Alpes.

STIRLING MOSS
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Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz

Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

125 Grey St, Gisborne
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Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

Auto Service Centre 
Specialising in mags, 
tyres and servicing of 
all vehicle WOFs and 
Mechanical Repairs. 

Authorised Cooper Dealer

Tyres Worth Owning

Finance
• MTF
 152 Ormond Road .................. 868 8490

Motorcycles
• Gisborne Honda
 368 Gladstone Road ............... 868 9109

Panel Beaters 
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Parts Department
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Auto One 
 329 Gladstone Road  .............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Spray Painters
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Tyre Dealers
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Vehicle Servicing
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Commercial Centre 
 310 Gladstone Road ............... 868 4581
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Wheel Alignments
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

WOF
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City, Grey Street ............... 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938
 

FOR MORE INFO OR BOOKINGS 
CONTACT: Andy Searle

Phone 869 0616 • Email: 
andy.searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Leave message, name & phone no. and I will contact you.
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Auto ACtIoN
ArouNd towN

If you know of an event coming 
up by an automotive club or

 automotive fixture let us know.
Phone Andy 869 0616 or E-mail: 

andy.searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Want a free listing?

Gas Guzzlers Breakfast 
First Sunday of each month 
Behind the Courthouse,  
8am-11am. Rick 027 490 1373

East Coast Museum  
of Technology  
Open Sun-Fri 10am-4pm,  
Sat 1pm-4pm 
Main Rd, Makaraka

Gis. American Car Club 
Various Events 
Colin 868 1454;  
Rick 027 490 1373

Tairawhiti Aviation Museum 
Open Tuesday 9am-4pm and 
Sunday 9am-4pm 
Gisborne Airport

Ulysses Motorcycle Club 
Monthly meeting held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  
7.30pm at the  
Tatapouri Sports Fishing Club



DESPITE being a sales success, the silly 
but brilliant Ford Ranger Raptor’s 2.0-litre 
bi-turbo diesel engine continues to grate 
with many an enthusiast. 

However, the days of that cynicism could 
soon come to an end. 

According to a fresh report from 
Australian publication Which Car, the 
Raptor is set to inherit V8 power for 2021 
in the form of the 5.0-litre Coyote engine 
from the Ford Mustang GT.

The report claims the V8-powered 
Ranger Raptor will be developed in 
Australia in a project sanctioned by 
Ford Australia and done by an “external 
engineering firm”.

In its current state, the Mustang GT’s 
Coyote V8 makes 339kW of power and 
556Nm of torque. That’s a healthy step up 
from the 157kW/500Nm of the Ranger 
Raptor, although naturally it hasn’t been 
confirmed just how much power the Raptor 
is set to get. 

Ford Ranger Raptor rated in on and off-

road testing.
The Raptor’s powertrain isn’t particularly 

quick (especially on paved road) and is in 
some ways relatively comparable to the 
3.2-litre 5-cylinder turbo-diesel engine that 
features elsewhere in the Ranger line-up. 
But it does play a handy support in off-road 
situations. 

The bi-turbo format means torque 
and power is always on hand despite the 
changeable surfaces and inclines, and its 
abilities off-road are something praised at its 
off-road launch in Darwin, Australia, as well 
as on home soil.

Swapping the diesel for a V8 is therefore 
likely to require a more heavy-duty front-
end suspension set-up, although it’s worth 
noting the Coyote engine is relatively light 
for a V8 — tipping the scales at just over 
200kg. 

It’s early days but perhaps now is the 
best time for those wanting Ford to offer a 
V8-powered ute to Aussies, and kiwis again 
to cross their fingers tight.

Silencing the critics

An EV for the urban driver
Small battery but plenty of ‘zoom zoom’ in Mazda’s MX-30

THE most critical number concerning 
most EVs of today isn't 0 to 100kmh times 
or even prices . . . it’s range per charge. 

This is the yardstick that most 
defines to the everyday consumer how 
viable switching from a trusty internal 
combustion car to electric can be given 
their regular habits (not to mention the 
desire for a road trip every once in a while). 

Late last year Mazda whipped the covers 
off its first fully electric vehicle — the 
MX-30. 

In many ways it is exactly what one 
would expect from the Japanese marque 
— a quality cabin, earworm-like exterior 
design, with a few little points of difference 
(like those freestyle doors) sprinkled on 
top.

But the one slight disappointment for 
some might have been its battery size. 

The presence of a 35.3kWh lithium-
ion battery pack at its launch (enough for 
an estimated 200km range) would have 
perhaps been considered below par a few 
years ago, but as EV tech becomes more 
advanced it's interesting an SUV like the 
MX-30 can sport a smaller battery than 
more compact rivals, such as the Nissan 
Leaf hatch (40kWh) and Hyundai Ioniq 
sedan (38.3kWh).

SUV rivals like the Hyundai kona 
EV and Volvo XC40 EV, for reference, 

are available with 64kWh and 78kWh 
batteries, respectively.

In a recent interview with European 
publication Automotive News, Mazda 
Europe boss Yasuhiro Aoyama said part of 
the decision behind the battery size was in 
the hope of keeping weight down. 

And indeed the MX-30's 1700kg mass 
is much lighter than expected for an EV 
SUV. This helps the all-new vehicle keep 
Mazda's “zoom zoom” methodology intact, 
at least in theory.

In addition, Christian Schultze, director 
and of Mazda Europe’s Research & 
Development Center, said the battery size 
is specifically tailored to urban drivers who 
cover between 40km and 70km a day. 

This is a sentiment echoed by Mazda 
New Zealand managing director David 
Hodge.

“What gets all the noise is the range of 
an EV but we need to look at it differently. 
Before you commit yourself to an EV, study 
what your driving habits are,” said Hodge 
while at the 2019 Tokyo motor show.

“How much do you really drive? How 
often do you drive 100km in a day? If 90 
percent of your driving is short length, 
maybe an EV suits you. 

“You don’t buy a cellphone because its 
battery lasts eight days. As long as it lasts 
a day, you charge it every night just as you 

will with an EV. 
“When you buy a petrol car, the size of 

the petrol tank is not on the list.”
Schultze added that while the MX-30's 

platform potentially allows for the 
application of a larger battery, there are no 
plans as of yet to add one to the line-up.

Price may well be the other elephant in 
the room, with a smaller battery likely to 
help steady the MX-30's pricing relative to 
other EVs. 

But with dollar figures foreign and 
domestic still to be confirmed, it's a case of 
wait and see.
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75 Grey Street I GISBORNE I P 867 6759 I gisbornemotors.co.nz

Gisborne Motors Ltd

FORD ENDURA ST-LINE

2.0 turbo diesel, AWD, auto, SUV, 
colour: Blue Metallic

Retail including ORC $66,190 

Yours for $57,995

Retail including ORC $27,640 

Yours for $25,500

Retail including ORC $32,640 

Yours for $29,995

FORD ECOSPORT TREND

1.0 litre ecoboost, FWD, auto, SUV, 
colour: Blue Lightning

FORD FOCUS TREND

1.5 Ecoboost, auto, hatch, 
colour: Desert Island Blue

Retail including ORC $54,690 

Yours for $45,900

FORD ENDURA TREND

2.0 turbo diesel, FWD, auto, SUV, 
colour: Stone Metallic

Visiting from out of town? Thinking of changing your vehicle? Then call in to Gisborne 
Motors and see if one of these Ford Company Demonstrators suits your needs.

Balance of Ford’s 5 year unlimited kilometre new vehicle warranty 
transferable to new owner.



Local stars thrill at 
Baypark’s South 
Pacific Gold Cup

One of the best

Uber founder cashes out

Talk of hybrid extra for Focus RS

FOLLOWING two nights of 
international open-wheel racing in 
December it was the local stars of Baypark 
Speedway who turned on the best wheel-
to-wheel excitement of the summer on 
Saturday night.

The Tauranga duo of Chris Cowling 
and Sam Waddell were the front runners 
in the annual 30-lap South Pacific Gold 
Cup super saloon car feature, a race that has 
been staged under multiple titles since its 
inception at the original Baypark track in 
the 1970s.

Chris Cowling took the victory ahead of 
defending champ Waddell in a 30-lapper 
that saw the duelling pair trading moves 
and positions.

Waddell led the early laps while Cowling 
played a longer game and waited to 
challenge. The middle stages of the race 
delivered superb super saloon racing with 
the front runners either door-to-door or 
nose-to-tail and at one point they split 
either side of a lapped car entering the first 
turn.

After two caution periods at mid-distance 
Cowling gained control to edge away from 
Waddell who came under pressure in the 
closing laps from Tauranga’s Scott Hayward.

Throughout their duel there was just 
enough racing room between the leaders.

“Battling with Sam, racing side-by side 
was really cool. He’s a class act and two 
boys battling it out on their home track was 
pretty neat,” Cowling said.

Both searched the high and low lines on 
a patchy track but Cowling settled on the 
shorter way around the oval and made some 
well-judged moves through the lapped cars 
to win by 3.2s.

“We have started the last three features 
on the front row together. We know we 
will give each other room and the respect is 
there so you can always run hard and clean.”

Hayward moved up from grid seven and 
was close enough to threaten Waddell in 
the closing laps while national champion 
Steve Cowling, Dan Corrin and Bodie 
Abrahamson completed the top six.

The event attracted a 22-car field and 
highlights in the heat races included Corrin 
making an outside pass around Waddell 
to win the first heat and strong pace from 
Matt Smith (Thames) to win heat two.

Heat three featured a side-by-side lead 
battle between Waddell and Steve Cowling 
and a strong run from Caitlin Hayward, 
who came within a couple of laps of 
winning heat four before Chris Cowling 
powered past.

In the sprint car feature Tauranga’s 
Rodney Wood was in control for the first 
part of the 15 laps but Auckland racer 
Daniel Rodgers never gave up the chase 
and made an inside pass that turned out to 
be the winning move.

The sprint car drivers have a big fortnight 
ahead, with the NZ Championship on 
Saturday January 11 at Palmerston North 
while Baypark hosts the NZ Grand Prix on 

ONE of the annual highlights of every 
motor racing enthusiast’s December is the 
release of Uk publication Autosport’s list of 
the top 50 race drivers worldwide. 

This year’s list was somewhat predictably 
topped by Formula 1 world champion 
Lewis Hamilton, with Red Bull’s Max 
Verstappen and World Rally Championship 
title winner Ott Tanak third. For those 
wondering, Charles Leclerc (F1), Carlos 
Sainz (F1), Alexander Rossi (IndyCar), 
Sebastien Ogier (WRC), Rene Rast 
(DTM), Michael Conway (WEC), and 
Jean-Eric Vergne (Formula E) filled the 
balance of the top 10. 

But naturally, we’re just as interested with 
which kiwis made it on to the list as with 
the outright winners. And this year a total 
of five New Zealanders cracked the 50, with 
Scott McLaughlin (pictured) ranking the 
highest.

After a history-making Supercars season 
where he reset the record for most wins in a 
year for both the category and within Team 
Penske’s lineage (a Bathurst 1000 win being 
among those victories), McLaughlin was 
placed a credible 14th on Autosport’s top 
50 list — between IndyCar champion Josef 
Newgarden and Renault F1 pilot Daniel 
Ricciardo.

Scott Dixon also made the list in 22nd 
after a tough season where he was often 
outnumbered by Team Penske runners at 
the pointy end of the field. Eight spots 
behind was Nick Cassidy, having become 

the first kiwi to claim a Japanese Super 
Formula title (widely considered to be the 
second or third most competitive open-
wheel series outside of Formula 1) on top of 
second place in the SuperGT series. 

Rounding out the kiwis was Mitch 
Evans in 36th, following a greatly improved 
Formula E season with Jaguar, which 
included a maiden race win. No other 
Supercars competitors made the closing list.

It’s an interesting but no less deserved 
piece of global recognition for McLaughlin. 
The local Velocity News NZ Driver of 
the Year list unveiled recently (which, full 
disclosure, I was on the panel for) placed 
him in second behind Cassidy and ahead of 
Earl Bamber and Brendon Hartley. 

TRAVIS kalanick, who built Uber into 
a ride-hailing giant, only to be ousted 
as CEO over the company’s sexist “bro” 
culture, is cashing out.

kalanick disclosed on Christmas Eve 
that he has sold off all his Uber stock — 
estimated at more than $2.5 billion — and 
is resigning from the board of directors, 
severing ties to the company he co-founded 
a decade ago.

“Uber has been a part of my life for the 
past 10 years. At the close of the decade, 
and with the company now public, it seems 
like the right moment for me to focus on 
my current business and philanthropic 
pursuits,” the 43-year-old entrepreneur said 
in a statement.

Uber, based in San Francisco, transformed 
the way people get around and how they 
make a living, too, turbocharging the gig 
economy and undermining the taxi industry. 
Its nearly 4 million drivers around the globe 
have logged 15 billion trips since 2010, 
when kalanick and Garrett Camp came 
up with the idea of hailing a ride from a 

smartphone after a trip to Paris when they 
couldn’t find a taxi.

But kalanick was fired as CEO in the 
summer of 2017 with the company mired in 
lawsuits.

Uber under kalanick grew with incredible 
speed, but like a number of other tech 
startups, it ran into trouble with a corporate 
culture that appeared at times to be 
spinning out of control. Before his ousting 
as chief executive, kalanick acknowledged 
he needed to “fundamentally change and 
grow up.”

His career at Uber seemed to fit a certain 
pattern seen in Silicon Valley. The brash 
and disruptive personalities who are great 
at creating startups can be ill-suited for the 
corner office when the company reaches 
maturity. Sometimes “adult supervision” in 
the form of experienced executives has to be 
brought in.

In one of the Uber’s biggest scandals, 
kalanick was accused of presiding over 
a workplace environment that allowed 
rampant sexual harassment.

THE Ford Focus RS has been a staple in 
today’s era of hyper hot hatches, but with 
the new Focus on which it is based landing 
this year, things have been relatively quiet 
on the rumour front. 

That’s perhaps until now. Fresh 
speculation has surfaced around the RS’s 
potential powertrain, with Uk press 
reporting that it could feature a mild hybrid 
system.

Car Magazine has reported that the RS 
will retain its familiar 2.3-litre turbocharged 
four but with a kick of electrification. 
There’s no word yet on how powerful it will 
be, but expect it to be somewhere in the 
ballpark of the upcoming Mercedes-AMG 
A45 S’s 310kW/510Nm. 

The core benefit of adding a mild hybrid 
system to a hot hatch like the Focus RS is 
the ability for it to fill vacancies in the car’s 

power band caused by things like turbo lag. 
A hybrid system can send a jolt of power to 
the wheels early in the rev range to make 
up for any delays elsewhere. It can also 
improve emissions and economy figures.

The Focus RS replacement is also 
reportedly set to take on a new rear-
mounted GkN ‘eTwinster’ all-wheel drive 
and torque vectoring system to help it tame 
whatever power output it has in store for 
blue-oval faithful. 

The new Focus RS hasn’t yet been 
confirmed for the kiwi market. But those 
rubbing their hands together should be 
optimistic, given that both of its siblings — 
the Focus ST and Fiesta ST — are heading 
this way in 2020. 

The upcoming Focus ST’s 2.3-litre turbo 
four makes 206kW/420Nm and will be 
priced at $58,990 when it lands.

SCRAP: Chris Cowling (2NZ) 
battles with Sam Waddell during 
the South Pacific Super Saloon 
feature race.  
 Bay of Plenty Times picture
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DIY tow connection 
for 16m-long trailer

Frustrated owner drops 
$250k Mercedes  
G63 from helicopter

Holiday-makers will often tow a box 
trailer to fit their bikes and boogie boards 
but this ute driver has taken it to a new level.

Last week police in Ontario, Canada, 
pulled over a ute driver towing a semi trailer.

The driver was caught in Norfolk County, 
south of Toronto, hauling the reportedly 
16-metre long trailer with a Chevy 
Silverado.

Ontario Police said no one was injured.
The Chevy Silverado is bigger than utes 

popular with New Zealanders such as the 
Toyota Hilux and Ford Ranger.

HSV imports the Silverado 2500 and 
converts it to right-hand drive for Australia. 
That vehicle is rated to tow just less than 
6000kg, far less than the potential weight of 
a semi-trailer.

Even more concerning was the homemade 
connection joining the ute with the trailer, 
which appears to be some welded metal bars 
and a few chains and some small pins.

Several commenters on Facebook noted 
the lack of air brakes, meaning the ute was 
doing all the work stopping the “freight 
train”.

And they also noted stress on the 
homemade connection would have been 
extremely dangerous and most likely would 
have ended in it snapping and the trailer 
breaking loose.

Others were impressed by the man’s 
MacGyver-like skills in connecting the 
trailer to the ute, and amazed that the Chevy 
was actually pulling it down the road when 
the driver was caught.

Just like most things in life, the 
YouTube generation has brought both 
positive and negative aspects to the 
internet, with so called pranksters making 
up the majority of that negative. 

While it wasn’t explicitly labelled as 
a prank, one popular Russian YouTuber 
who is known for his cringey antics on 
the web has gone viral after he dropped 
his G-Wagen from a helicopter. 

According to the video’s creator Igor 
Moroz, he had just recently purchased his 
“dream” Mercedes-Benz G63 AMG, but 
the problems had already started to stack 
up.

Not happy with the $250,000 lemon 
that he found on the second-hand market, 
Moroz decided to skip the hassle of 
trying to sell it, and get a few cheap views 

from its destruction instead. 
To make sure the G-Wagen wasn’t 

going anywhere after he was done with 
it, Moroz ordered the helicopter pilot to 
climb to 1000ft before letting go of the 
German SUV. 

Despite Hollywood movies making 
Russia look like a reasonably lawless place, 
authorities weren’t going to let Moroz 
drop an SUV just anywhere, so it had to 
be done up near Finland. 

While it may be a painful video to 
watch, the destruction is revealed around 
the five minute mark, and is quite 
remarkable.

After falling for a few seconds, the 
tough German G-Wagen is reduced to 
a pile of bent steel and glass. Fascinating 
stuff. . . 
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Ofer available until 31 January 2020 at participating Holden Dealers or while stocks last. Private buyers only. Not available with 
any other ofer. 2019 Stock Clearance Sale is based on 2019 Dealer stock vehicles. *Free scheduled service 3 years/100,000kms 
(whichever occurs irst) for Holden vehicles sold in New Zealand by a Holden dealer. See Holden.co.nz for details.

3 YEARS / 100,000km FREE SCHEDULED SERVICING* ON ALL NEW VEHICLES

Trailblazer LTZ Auto 
from $50,990 + ORC

Colorado LTZ
 4x2 Manual 

from $38,490 
+ ORC

• 3 Tonne Towing 

Capacity

• Trailer Sway 

Control

• 7” Touchscreen

• 3.5 Tonne  

Towing Capacity

• 2.8L Duramax  

Diesel Engine

• 18” Alloy Wheels

7-SEAT SUV TOP OF  
THE RANGE

Trailblazer LTZ Auto
from 50,990

• 20” Alloy Wheels

• Adaptive Cruise 

Control

• 360 Degree 

Camera

• 20” Alloy Wheels

• Adaptive Cruise 

Control

• 360 Degree 

Camera

LIMITED STOCK

• Zippy 1.4L Engine

• Class Leading 

Connectivity

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

Spark LS Auto 
from $17,990 

+ ORC

 

from 17,990
Commodore VXR 

     from $57,490 
+ ORC

POWERFUL

Acadia LT AWD 
from $49,990 + ORC 

Trax LTZ Auto 
from $30,990 

+ ORC

• 18” Alloy Wheels

• Heated Front Seats

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

• Heated Front 

Seats

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

• Blind Spot Alert

TOP OF  
THE RANGE

7-SEAT SUV


