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BUYER alert! There is a run-out 
on the Mitsubishi Mirage and Watts 
Motors has two excellent examples 
sitting in its yard right now.

The price tag has shrunk like a new 
shirt in too-hot water, dropping — 
some would say plummeting — from 
$18,490 to$16,990 plus on-road costs.

There is a lot to like about 
Mitsubishi’s little urban hornet. It 
ticks all the main boxes — from fuel 
economy to comfort — is a dream to 
park and is amazingly nimble with its 
4.6-metre turning circle.

Mirage has been cunningly designed 
to look bigger than its actual size. 
It has large, angular headlights, a 
chrome-edged grille, a striking curved 
bumper, machine-finished alloy wheels 
and a spoiler.

There is a wide range of colours. 
The two sitting in the Watts yard are 
silver and Neptune blue.

Top marks to the designers for the 
way they have made maximum use of 
the interior space, which has ample 
room for four passengers, not to 
mention storage spaces tucked away in 
the doors, dash and elsewhere.

The boot has 235 litres of space. 
Fold the back seats down and it 
gives up to 500 litres and the 60/40 
rear seat split allows you to juggle 
passengers and unusual loads. 

Shop till you drop, the Mirage will 
handle it.

It also passes one of the great tests 
for more mature drivers — easy entry 
and egress.

The 1.2-litre, three-cylinder 

provides all the power you need.
It gets up to speed quickly and does 

not need to work hard on the open 
roads or hills. 

Coming down a hill, you can put 
the gear lever in the B setting.

Then there is the amazing fuel 
economy level — a mere five litres per 
100 kilometres.

One of the great myths about small 
cars is safety. 

The Mirage has a full book in 
this category — active stability and 
traction control, electronic brake 
force distribution and a smart brake 
all within a rigid shell that absorbs 
energy while contributing to the agile 
handling. 

It all adds up to a five-star ANCAP 
rating. You are as safe in here as any 
vehicle.

On the subject of safety and 
protection, there is Mitsubishi’s 
Diamond advantage warranty — a 
10-year, 160,000km power train 
warranty covering everything from the 
engine to axle, a five-year 130,000km 
new vehicle warranty and five years of 
premium roadside assistance.

It’s not cricket but this is one run-
out the Black Caps would be happy to 
take advantage of.

Pbl

Ticks all the main boxes

Shop till you drop, the 
Mirage will handle it
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PARENTS have been warned to be extra 
careful on the road as most children head 
back to school this week.

Research by AAMI insurance shows the 
most common time for road accidents to 
occur is between 1pm and 4pm, when many 
parents are picking up kids from school.

The insurance company says customers 
made nearly 92,000 claims in the early 
afternoon in the 12 months leading to June 
30, 2019.

AAMI spokesman Paul Sofronoff says 
almost 27 percent of crashes occur during 
the afternoon school run.

“It’s frightening that so many road 
accidents are happening when children, our 
most vulnerable and inexperienced road 
users, are crossing roads in large numbers 
and congregating near bus stops,” he says.

“Our research suggests that too many 
drivers are flouting road rules and are 

oblivious to the dangers of speeding and 
driving distracted around schools, putting 
young lives at risk.”

Australian Road Safety Foundation 
founder Russell White says research shows 
more than half of parents admit to speeding 
with children in the car, with young mums 
and dads more likely than most to exhibit 
risky behaviour behind the wheel.

“Despite all the safety messages about 
slowing down around schools, some parents 
continue to speed in a rush to pick-up 
their kids or beat peak-hour traffic but the 
consequences of this are simply not worth 
it,” says White.

“We urge motorists, parents and children 
to remain vigilant around roads, particularly 
in the afternoon, and always expect the 
unexpected to ensure everyone has a safe 
first week back to school.”

Extra care on roads urged 
as kids return to school

All nurture a passion. Few translate it 
into action. But an act driven by passion can 
transform lives. 

This defines the journey of Mussie, or 
Mustafa Sheikh as he is affectionately called.

Mussie, formerly of Gisborne, is the 
founder of Bread Foundation — an 
organisation that works for the protection of 
underprivileged Kiwi children and motivates 
them to live their dreams. 

In a fundraising drive to help the needy, the 
Bread Foundation organises various events 
through the year. 

The 
foundation is set 
to hit the road 
with its annual 
Bread Rally — a 
charity supercar 
rally that starts in 
Auckland’s Aotea 
Square, heads 
down Auckland’s 
Queen Street 
and on to Hampton Downs on Saturday,  
February 15.

The cynosure of the rally will be a rare 
gold lamborghini SVJ.  The limited edition 
Aventador SVJ Roadster has a 6.5-litre V12 
engine with 770 horsepower at 8500rpm 
and 720Nm of torque. It can go from 0 to 
200 kmh in 8.8 seconds and has a maximum 
speed of 350kmh.

The rally will showcase another 40 
supercars from such iconic brands as  

lamborghini, Ferrari and Mclaren.
Those who can only ever dream of owning 

a supercar will get the chance to get up close 
and personal with the rides of the rich and 
famous.

And if they are willing to burn a hole in 
their pocket, there will also be the opportunity 
to taste the power of these speed machines.

As part of the fundraiser, Supercars of NZ 
Drivers Club has provided for auction a ride 
to Hampton Downs in the passenger seat 
of a Mclaren 600lt (you need to organise 

your transport 
back) and three 
hot laps in a 
lamborghini 
Huracan around 
the Hampton 
Downs circuit. 
There is also 
another auction 
for laps around 
the track.

“Supercars 
work very well for our charity,” says 
Mussie. “We get kids from our mentoring 
programmes come out to the event and sit in 
these cars. They get to visualise their dreams 
by seeing these cars in person. 

“We’re not pushing kids to pursue material 
possessions by any means. We’re just saying if 
you like this, you can have it one day. It’s all 
about giving kids a positive mindset.”

All donations from the rally go towards 
supporting underprivileged children.

Gearing up for 
Supercar Rally
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first) (non transferable). 5 year / 130,000km New Vehicle 
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Watts Motors Ltd

132 Childers Road, Gisborne

Phone 867 4749 - Brian 021 222 0292 - Lance 021 222 4199

www.wattsmotors.co.nz

MIRAGE RUN-OUT MITSUBISHI MIRAGE

WAS  $18,490+orc

NOW $16,990+orc

 5 Star ANCAP Safety rating
 7 airbags
 Automatic
 5.0L to 100km fuel usage
 Bluetooth

One only!
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Illustration 
and story  by 
Doug Curtis

I GOT this land Cruiser photo from 
a recent classic car calendar so decided 
to draw it. 

It’s not the easiest thing to draw as 
photos seem to have a habit of not 
showing important parts clearly. 

I even got the colours wrong — my 
choice of felt pens never seem to have 
the colours you want.

To top it off I spelt Toyota as Toyoto. 
Anyway, here is my story. 

land Cruisers of this model were 
well liked in New Zealand as the 
near-perfect off-road four-wheel drive 
vehicle. 

They were used by farmers 

and hunters, in milling and road 
construction, and by government 
departments throughout New Zealand.

Toyota of Japan began building 4x4 
vehicles with the BJ model as early as 
the 1950s.

The land cCuiser range was 
technically developed using a basic 
ladder frame chassis and leaf-sprung 
live axles. 

Six basic models were in production 
on two-wheel bases and were used by 
the military throughout the world.

The six-cylinder engine of early 
models was an overhead valve model 
similar to the GMC trucks of World 
War 2.

The manual four-speed gearbox of 
the early models, with floor change, also 
had a transfer gearbox giving two- or 
four-wheel drive with a high and low 
ratio.

It used a single dry plate diaphragm 
clutch with hydraulic pedal control. 
The brakes on the early models were 
hydraulic drum brakes front and rear, 
with a separate cardan shaft handbrake 
cable-operated and mounted on the 
transfer case.

A manual recirculating ball-designed 
steering box was used.

As the years went by, changes were 
made to all the components including 
diesel engines, multi-speed gearboxes, 
automatic, limited-slip differentials, 
disc brakes and you-name-it changes in 
suspension and chassis. 

But for all the modern improvements 
there are still users that have stuck to 
the old basic vehicle, as their reliability 
is unique.

They are seen everywhere in New 
Zealand.

Near-perfect 
off-road 4WD
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Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz

Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

125 Grey St, Gisborne
Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nzPh 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz

Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

Auto Service Centre 
Specialising in mags, 
tyres and servicing of 
all vehicle WOFs and 
Mechanical Repairs. 

Authorised Cooper Dealer

Tyres Worth Owning

Surfcity Rod and Custom Club 

Surfcity chill and grill 

Last Friday of each month at Carl’s 

Jr from 6pm. All special interest 

vehicles welcome.

Gas Guzzlers Breakfast 

First Sunday of each month 

Behind the Courthouse,  

8am-11am. Rick 027 490 1373

East Coast Museum  

of Technology  

Open Sun-Fri 10am-4pm,  

Sat 1pm-4pm Main Rd, Makaraka

Gis. American Car Club 

Various Events 

Colin 868 1454; Rick 027 490 1373

Tairawhiti Aviation Museum 

Open Tuesday 9am-4pm and 

Sunday 9am-4pm Gisborne Airport

Ulysses Motorcycle Club 

Monthly meeting held on the first 

Thursday of the month.  

7.30pm at the Tatapouri Sports 

Fishing Club

30656-02

Auto ACtIoN
ArouNd towN

Finance
• MTF
 152 Ormond Road .................. 868 8490

Motorcycles
• Gisborne Honda
 368 Gladstone Road ............... 868 9109

Panel Beaters 
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Parts Department
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Auto One 
 329 Gladstone Road  .............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Spray Painters
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Tyre Dealers
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Vehicle Servicing
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Commercial Centre 
 310 Gladstone Road ............... 868 4581
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Wheel Alignments
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

WOF
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City, Grey Street ............... 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938
 

FOR MORE INFO OR BOOKINGS 
CONTACT: Andy Searle

Phone 869 0616 • Email: 
andy.searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Leave message, name & phone no. and I will contact you.
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Raptor replica

MOTORISTS can no longer be 
charged excessive fees to have a wheel-
clamp released and should challenge any 
operator who tries to do so, says a consumer 
watchdog.

A law change cracking down on “cowboy” 
clampers took effect this month.

It prevents parking companies from 
charging motorists more than $100. 

Consumer NZ and the Automobile 
Association said operators who tried to 
charge more than the maximum amount 
were committing an offence punishable by 
a $15,000 maximum fine.

“Before the law change, wheel clampers 
could charge any fee they liked,” AA 
principal adviser regulations Mark 
Stockdale said. “Fees of $200 were common 
and in some cases were much higher than 
that. The new law makes it an offence for 
wheel clampers to charge more than $100.”

The two organisations said that if any 
motorist was charged a fee of more than 
$100 they should remind the operator of 

the new law. If they were still asked to 
pay more than the maximum, they should 
contact police on the non-emergency 105 
number, they said.

The wheel-clamping law change came 
after several businesses indiscriminately 
clamped motorists and charged hundreds 
of dollars. Motorists complained that they 
had only stopped for a few minutes or were 
unaware parking was not permitted because 
of unclear or ambiguous signage.

One of the most notorious examples 
was a West Auckland retail complex where 
a company called Elite Parking Services 
clamped shoppers’ cars and demanded as 
much as $450 to get their car released.

In many cases, the shoppers had only 
been parked for a few minutes in what 
appeared to be a 120-minute parking zone.

The crackdown on wheel clampers 
was based on anecdote rather than hard 
evidence of a significant problem, officials 
at the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment said.

Cap put on clampers

UBER’S decision to allow drivers to set 
their own rates in three California markets 
is triggering fears of a race to the bottom in 
pricing.

The test, taking place in Sacramento, 
Santa Barbara and Palm Springs, is one 
of Uber’s responses to AB5, the new 
California law requiring companies to make 
workers employees or establish clearly that 
they are independent contractors. 

That requires, among other qualifications, 
demonstrating the workers are free from 
the company’s control.

Typically, Uber sets fares by market and 
makes real-time adjustments based on 
demand. Drivers have no control in pricing 
and little visibility into the methodology, 
although it’s dictated by factors, including 
the amount of time spent on the ride and 
the distance driven.

In the test markets, Uber is letting drivers 
crank the established fare up to five times 
the price so they only accept rides that will 
pay what they think the trip is worth. 

The idea is to address a tenet in AB5 
requiring employers to demonstrate 
contractors’ independence.

But drivers at Sacramento International 
Airport said early experiments with the 
changes proved it was difficult to earn 
more than Uber’s base fare, and efforts to 
collectively raise their pay by calling for a 
set fare — say two times the cost of a ride 
— were quashed by drivers eager to secure 
to a ride for less. 

Drivers are now allowed to set their price 
floor below Uber’s established fare, meaning 
drivers could provide trips for far less.

“This new option is not gonna work 
to our advantage,” said driver linda 

Simonyan, 54, of Sacramento, who has 
been driving part-time for Uber and lyft 
for three years. “Riders are used to bottom 
prices and are not willing to pay more.”

Tech companies such as Uber and lyft, 
food delivery services DoorDash and 
Postmates and grocery delivery service 
Instacart have created a new economy of 
thousands of so-called gig workers, who 
they consider independent contractors. The 
flexible employment model has allowed 
the companies to grow rapidly without 
guaranteeing the same wages and benefits 
to workers as normal employees.

Some workers have complained that as 
the companies grew bigger and raked in 
hundreds of millions in funding, they’ve 
been squeezed. 

Wages have gone down, requiring 
working more hours for the same pay. 
And work can be uneven. That prompted 
some California lawmakers to find that 
companies have saddled workers with 
low-paying, high-intensity jobs that don’t 
afford the same rights and benefits as 
employment.

Uber says it is giving drivers flexibility 
merited under the tenets of AB5. “There is 
no question that the product changes we’re 
making in California to strengthen drivers’ 
independence will meaningfully affect how 
Uber works for drivers and riders alike,” 
Uber spokesman Matt Wing said.

A number of businesses have had to 
make decisions based on the law that have 
unclear consequences.

“In this case, we are starting with a very 
small test to make sure we minimise any 
negative outcomes for everyone who uses 
Uber, as best as we can.

FARE FACTOR
FOR years, New Zealand ute owners 

have been modifying their workhorses to 
their liking. 

Now that large double cab utes rule 
the land, lift kits and mud tyres make 
up the majority of these aftermarket 
modifications.

Considering New Zealand’s favourite 
ute is the humble Ford Ranger, the hype 
around the Ranger Raptor heading this 
way made sense, but was bittersweet as it 
still wasn’t the beefy F-150 Raptor sold 
States-side. 

Arguably, no amount of modifications 
will turn the Ranger Raptor into a true 
F-150 Raptor replica (even a Mustang 
V8) but the guys in Thailand have done 
a pretty convincing job with this kit 
(below). 

It may not feature the same mammoth 
proportions as its American-built cousin, 
but this Raptor replica looks surprisingly 
good and is the closest a Ranger has ever 
come to a true Raptor. 

At the front, a tough F-150 front 
fascia replaces the 
Ranger’s nose, 

which is significantly wider to match 
with the huge front guards. You will find 
the same widened guards at the rear, 
which house the huge wheels and off-
road tyres. 

Interestingly, the team managed to 
make the Ranger’s standard tailgate 
work with the rest of the kit, but 
replaced the taillights with a pair of 
F-150 examples. 

After the kit is installed, it will be 
up to the owner to source and fit a 
suspension kit and wheels big enough to 
fill out the sizable guards. 

You would also have to tune the 3.2-
litre turbo diesel found in most Rangers, 
and the 2.0-litre turbo diesel in others 
to achieve the power required to match 
the looks.

Included in the package are a Raptor 
hood, front bumper, front widebody 
with fenders, headlights, taillights, rear 
widebody with fenders and plug and 
play (with accessories to install).

Kantep Imported Car Accessories 
notes that the kit will take three 

to four weeks to ship.

5TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2020

GISBORNE MOTORS LTD
MID CITY, GREY STREET, GISBORNE   PHONE 867 6759 

www.gisbornemotors.co.nz

For a limited time, you can drive away in a Mazda BT-50 with No Deposit 

0% Interest Mazda Finance over 48 months. Plus, every new BT-50 comes 

with $200 Mazda Commercial care Fixed Price Servicing*. There’s never 

been a better time to work hard and play hard in a Mazda BT-50.
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TAURANGA’S Cole Armstrong has 
won the opening round of the 2020 
Valvoline D1NZ National Drifting 
Championship, defeating Dave Steedman 
in an extended final battle.

As the day at Invercargill’s Teretonga 
Park progressed, a top four consisting 
of Pro-series rookie Taylor James, Team 
DSR Mimico teammates Adam Davies 
and Steedman, and two-time champ 
Armstrong emerged.

Missing in action were some of the 
category’s biggest names. “Fanga Dan” 
Woolhouse and his Ford Mustang got 
knocked out by Steedman with an apparent 
mechanical during his lead run. Mag & 
Turbo Nissan pilot Bruce Tannock slid off 
track while battling Steedman in the top 
eight.

And the explosive pairing of Australian 
Jake Jones and Carl Thompson were 

edged by Armstrong and Michael Thorley, 
respectively. Perhaps the biggest casualty 
was returning driver Zak Pole. The 
Goodride Performance Tyres driver was 
out before the day had even begun, after 
cracking the RB28 engine block of his 
Nissan Silvia. 

When it came to turning the top four 
into a final two, it was an extended process. 
Steedman knocked out James following a 
clean pair of runs ( James struggling with 
a slipping clutch), but the battle between 
Armstrong and Davies took a long time to 
be resolved. Judges were unable to split the 
pairing during initial battles, which forced 
a tie-breaker battle that Armstrong won.

The D1NZ National Drifting 
Championship now travels north to 
Pukekohe for round two of the series on 
February 7-8, where they will compete 
alongside the Castrol Toyota Racing Series.

First round winner

THE Castrol Toyota Racing Series has 
confirmed Chelsea Herbert’s withdrawal 
from the remaining rounds of the 2020 
championship as a result of a back injury 
sustained in an accident the weekend 
before last. 

The 21-year-old Kiwi racer was at the 
start of official qualifying at the Teretonga 
circuit at the second round of the five 
week, five round championship.

 Having exited pit lane to start the 
session and within metres of joining the 
track, her car left the circuit and went into 
the tyre wall on the right-hand side of the 
main straight.

The session was immediately halted 
while the circuit medical and rescue teams 
attended the incident and extricated her 
from the car.

She remained conscious and responsive 

throughout but was taken to hospital for a 
check when she complained of back pain. 
After further examination and a CT scan, 
it was confirmed that she had suffered a 
stable fracture in one of her vertebrae.

She does not require surgery and was 
expected to be released from hospital 
within a day or two.

Chelsea’s father Mark Herbert 
commented: “The whole of our team, the 
family, Chelsea’s sponsor MTF Finance 
and Toyota Gazoo Racing would like to 
acknowledge the medical and rescue teams 
for their efforts.”

 Toyota executive Andrew Davis added: 
“We’re very disappointed to lose such 
a talented driver at this point of the 
championship and everyone wishes her all 
the best for a swift recovery and a return to 
the racing we know she loves.”

Crash sidelines Chelsea

IT was one of the most memorable days 
in New Zealand motor racing.

The inaugural Wellington street race took 
place 35 years ago on January 26, the curtain 
raiser to the boom-and-bust era of Group A 
international touring car racing.

The circuit was lined with shipping 
containers, excavator tyres and concrete 
blocks. It raced between the dockyard 
buildings, beneath the trolley bus lines and 
over a one-lane bridge at the harbour edge.

Practice and qualifying took place on 
Saturday January 26. And the race the 
following day would be shortened from 
the originally scheduled 500km to 375km 
because the lap time was significantly longer 
than anticipated.

There had been domestic Group A 
racing in New Zealand starting in late-1984 
but the 1985 Nissan Sport 500 was New 
Zealand’s first international endurance race 
for the fledgling category that would form 
the basis for global touring car racing and 
rallying into the 1990s.

That day the New Zealand TV audience 
learned the phrase “Stockholm Taxi” as the 
race was won by the Mark Petch-owned 
Volvo 240T driven by Belgian Michel 
Delcourt and Kiwi Robbie Francevic.

It was the beginning of a successful period 
for Petch team and Volvo with Francevic 
winning the 1986 Australian Touring Car 
Championship.

The red Volvo had been delayed in 
shipping and after arriving in Auckland, 
it was airlifted to Wellington in a Bristol 
Freighter and started from a back of the 
grid after a handful of warm-up laps.

Delcourt raced through the field and was 
leading inside 20 laps and the Volvo with 
its bonnet flapping won by about three car 
lengths from the BMW 635 CSi of John 
Morton and British racer Frank Sytner.

The inaugural Wellington race set the 
scene for the “down under” explosion of 
Group A Touring Car racing.  

The last Wellington street race was a non-
championship V8 Supercars event in 1996.

Wgtn memories
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10 year / 160,000km Powertrain Warranty (whichever come
�rst) (non transferable). 5 year / 130,000km New Vehicle 

Warranty (whichever comes �rst) (non transferable).

*Applies to P63 inferno red utes only.
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Watts Motors Ltd

132 Childers Road, Gisborne

Phone 867 4749 - Brian 021 222 0292 or Lance 021 222 4199

www.wattsmotors.co.nz

RED HOT

SALE!

*Applies to P63 inferno red utes only.

GLX-R 4x4 

6 speed manual, 

RRP $53,990 

with no accessories

Now $39,990 +ORC 

with free accessories

Get $3000 of genuine and approved 
Mitsubishi accessories of your choice* 

Custom Mats Roll Top Lid Defender Hard Lid Soft Tonneau Bonnet ProtectorWeathershields
 

Sports Bar BlackSports Bar PolishedDeck liner Seat CoversSnorkel Tow Bar

Options available:



WHETHER buying a new car, a house 
or a kitchen it’s always good to have some 
peace of mind before parting with hard-
earned money.

Before buying a used vehicle, AA always 
recommends booking a pre-purchase 
vehicle inspection (also known as a PPI). 
Unexpected car repair bills can leave 
owners out of pocket and a thorough 
inspection can uncover secrets of a vehicle’s 
past that people without mechanical 
knowledge wouldn’t always spot. 

And it’s reassuring knowing the car is 
reliable before the purchase is completed.

Before 
booking 
a vehicle 
inspection start 
with having 
a good look 
under the 
bonnet for any 
obvious signs 
of leakage, rust 
or damage. 
Warming up 
the engine can 
often make 
coolant leaks 
more apparent.

Check for obvious damage and wear, 
and make sure the main features of the car 
function correctly, such as the windows, 
lights and mirrors.

Check the tyres for cracks and perishing. 
These signs indicate that the tyres are old 
and need to be replaced. To check the tread 
depth, insert a 20c coin into the tyre tread 
with the number 20 facing you. The base 
of the number 20 is approximately 2mm 
from the edge of the coin, which is just 
above the minimum WoF standard for a 

regular tyre (1.5mm).
Once you are satisfied with the car’s 

superficial condition, it’s time to hand the 
job over to the professionals for a more 
detailed assessment. 

Remember, even a car that looks fine on 
the surface could be hiding some serious 
issues underneath. This is why the AA 
highly recommends a vehicle inspection 
before agreeing to buy any used car.

What can a pre-purchase vehicle 
inspection find?

— Diagnostic checks such as electronic 
relative compression tests, and head gasket 

checks can 
assess the 
engine’s health 
and may detect 
issues with its 
condition.

— Signs of 
recent repair, 
corrosion, 
or evidence 
of recent 
underseal on 
the vehicles 
bodywork are 
all tell-tale 

signs of prior issues. It may be that over 
the years, the vehicle has endured more hits 
than The Beatles.

— Fluid leaks can be costly to repair 
and must be checked in detail from an 
experienced technician. leaks can come 
from the engine and drivetrain, through to 
the cooling system.

— Batteries must be tested to ensure 
that they’re healthy. Faulty electronic 
systems, including diagnostic warning 
lights, can also spell disaster if they remain 
illuminated on the dashboard.

PPI recommended

AFTER the whole Megxit and Prince 
Andrew fiasco, fans of the British Royal 
Family aren’t celebrating much in the early 
stages of 2020. 

This could change as the late Princess 
Diana’s iconic 1994 Audi 80 Cabriolet goes 
under the hammer in a collectors’ auction at 
the end of March in England. 

This specific convertible was the late 
Princess’s car of choice during her time in 
the spotlight, and quickly became one of the 
most photographed cars during that period. 

It was later revealed Audi doubled its sales 
of that particular model after Diana was 
seen driving it, with William and Harry in 
the back. 

While it’s the celebrity status of the Audi 
that will gather the crowds, the car itself is 
in incredible condition for its age — not 
surprising really, as it’s unlikely to have ever 
missed a service or spent nights outside. 

In its 26 years on the road, the car has 

covered just 35,000 kilometres. 
Unlike Harry’s taste in high-performance 

Audis, his mother wasn’t planning to break 
any speed limits with a naturally-aspirated 
2.3-litre engine under the hood producing 
just 97kW.

After its time in Diana’s possession, 
the car was sold to an English television 
presenter before changing hands multiple 
times, and being traded through different 
collections. 

“This is a stunning car, one that is 
remembered by many of us of a certain age 
at the height of the princess’s popularity,” a 
member of the auction house said.

If you’re looking to add this gorgeous 
drop-top Audi to your collection, estimates 
for the final price are sitting around 
$70,000. 

While this is a fair bit to pay for a 
26-year-old mid-spec Audi, it’s a fair price 
to pay for such a piece of history.

Princess Di’s Audi 
under the hammer
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ACROSS  TH E  ENT I R E  HO LD EN  R ANG E

1
%P.A.

INTEREST

• Dual-panel  

panoramic  

sunroof

• Black 19” alloy  

wheels

• Black grille

Dual-panel 

panoramic 

sunroof

Black 19” alloy 

wheels

Black grille

Equinox Black Edition BOLD & 

STYLISH

Acadia LTZ-V 

• 20” alloy wheels

• Adaptive Cruise 

Control

• Dual-panel 

sunroof

7-SEAT SUV

Trailblazer LTZ Colorado LTZ

• 3 Tonne Towing 

Capacity

• Trailer Sway 

Control

• 8” touch-screen 

with integrated 

Sat Nav

• 3.5 Tonne   

Towing Capacity

• 2.8L Duramax  

Diesel Engine

• 18” alloy wheels

7-SEAT SUV FEATURE PACKED

ZIPPY PERFORMANCE

• Zippy 1.4L engine

• Rear Park Assist

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

Spark LT Trax LTZ

• 1.4L turbo engine

• Heated front 

seats

•  Blind Spot Alert

TURBO POWEREDZIPPY PERFORMANCE

Zippy 1.4L engine

Rear Park Assist

Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

Spark LT

Holden Financial Services provided by Heartland Bank. Lending criteria, T&Cs apply, including 

a $262 establishment fee and a $10.35 PPSR fee. Fixed interest rate of 1% p.a. applies, with a 

deposit of 10% of the RRP over a maximum term of 36 months.

Ofer not available in conjunction with any other ofer. Ofer available until 30.04.2020 at 

participating Holden Dealers while stocks last. Free scheduled service 3 years/100,000kms 

(whichever occurs irst) for all Holden vehicles sold new in New Zealand by a Holden Dealer. 

Ofer excludes ORC. See Holden.co.nz for details.
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