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by Aaron van Delden

COMMERCIAL flights in and out 
of Ruatoria and Te Araroa are on the 
horizon, with aerodromes to be developed 
in both isolated East Coast 
communities.

Funding from the 
Provincial Growth Fund’s 
Whenua Maori allocation for 
the two aerodrome projects 
was announced earlier this month.

However, following inquiries by The 
Gisborne Herald, one of those projects, 
which is not on Maori-owned land, will 

no longer receive funding through the 
Whenua Maori allocation.

But the Ruatoria aerodrome project 
still qualified for and would receive 
a Provincial Growth Fund grant, a 

Provincial Development Unit 
(PDU) spokesperson said.

The aim for both projects 
is to develop grass airstrips 
to a state where they can be 
registered on the Aeronautical 

Information Publication (AIP) used by 
pilots, the spokesperson said.

The AIP registration would generate 
“opportunities for tourism and economic 

activity by private aviation visitors”.
In Ruatoria, the airstrip is owned and 

operated by Ruatoria Papa Rererangi 
Charitable Trust, which has been granted 
$100,000.

The airstrip, off Thatcher Road, is 
home to the local aero club, which is set 
to celebrate its 60th anniversary next 
month.

The trustees are Dan Russell of 
Puketiti Station, near Te Puia Springs, 
and Mahanga Maru.

Mr Maru referred all questions on the 
project to the Provincial Development 
Unit, noting that the trust was still 

negotiating its funding contract with the 
unit, which administers the Provincial 
Growth Fund.

In an interview on Radio Ngati 
Porou last year, Mr Maru said the trust 
was thinking about the next 25 years 
and working on a master plan for the 
aerodrome.

The PDU spokesperson said the 
trust had signalled that in the future 
it intended to submit another funding 
application for the runway to be sealed.

PROJECT RUNWAYS
Aerodromes to be developed at Ruatoria, Te Araroa
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MUNCH-TIME
Te Hapara School students 
Shae Abbott and Rychis 
Moss gobble up their 
nutritious lunches which are 
being delivered every day, 
thanks to the Government’s 
healthy school lunch 
programme. Eight Gisborne 
schools are taking part in 
the pilot programme and 
some have already started 
providing free lunches as 
part of the new Child Youth 
and Wellbeing Strategy. 
The programme was 
launched today when Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
and Education Minister 
Chris Hipkins served lunch 
at Flaxmere primary school 
in Hawke’s Bay. Thirty-
one schools totalling 7000 
students in Hawke’s Bay/
Tairawhiti and Bay of Plenty/
Waiariki will receive lunches. 
This number will extend 
to 21,000 students in 120 
schools, including Otago/
Southland, by the start of 
2021. STORY ON PAGE 4 

Picture by Rebecca Grunwell
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 East Coast

Farming Expo

Two days of exhibits and seminars for

Sheep & Beef Farmers
Download your free day pass at www.eastcoastexpo.co.nz26 - 27 February : Wairoa A&P Showgrounds
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DUTY 
AND THE 
BEAST
“The fire was like a living beast, 
angry and full of heat and eating 

whatever was in front of it.”
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FOCUS ON THE LAND

SATURDAY

LOOKING AHEAD

SPORTS

• Expect mayhem at the speedway when team 
demo derby drivers go head to head.

• Snap. OBR face HSOB in DJ Barry Cup club cricket 
on Saturday . . . then meet again Sunday.

• It’s southern derby time in Super Rugby — the 
Crusaders versus the Highlanders.

• Maori All Stars to fi ght fi re with fi re in a 
highly-anticipated rugby league clash with the 
Indigenous All Stars.

TOMORROW

TEAM NZ: Rural firefighter Mike Pyatt from 
Gisborne (second from left) has returned home 
after 16 days fighting bushfires in Australia as 

part of the second Kiwi deployment. Wherever 
they went in southern NSW the air looked like 

this (below) while the appreciation of the locals 
extended to providing a fridge full of ice blocks 

and cold drinks (below right) plugged into 
power and located on the side of the road. 

Pictures supplied

by Murray Robertson

GISBORNE volunteer 
firefighter Mike Pyatt has returned 
home safe and sound from 
fighting bushfires in Australia.

And he has brought with 
him new ideas, experience 
and techniques he believes 
will benefit rural firefighting in 
Tairawhiti. 

Mike was one of 21 volunteer 
rural firefighters from around New 
Zealand who went to Australia in 
the second deployment to help 
fight the devastating bushfires.

They were deployed to 
southern New South Wales for 
16 days.

The 53-year-old long-time 
rural firefighter and the team 
he was part of were based at 
Queanbeyan near Canberra.

“We were put on to the 
Jinden fire, which was south of 
Canberra. It was part of a much 
larger fire that had covered about 
17,000 hectares.”

The Kiwi team worked long 
days. We started as early as we 
could in the morning and we 

were out in the bush most of the 
day.”

Their work varied from back 
burning and mopping up to 
hotspotting and working to 
control the fire front.

“The fire was like a living 
beast, angry and full of heat and 
just eating whatever was in front 
of it,” Mike said.

“There was no time to feel 
any fear. We train for how to 
behave around fires and what we 
encountered over there put that 
training into good practice.”

The Kiwi contingent came 
through their deployment 
unscathed.

“There were no really close 
calls for us. We got off pretty 
good, pretty lightly, apart from 
a couple of occasions where 
burning trees came down pretty 
close to us — close enough for 
us to notice.”

Mike said the people in the 
communities where they were 
working were so appreciative.

“Their level of appreciation 
was spectacular. 

“It’s really humbling to have 

people you’ve never met before 
come up to you and say thank 
you the way they did.

“In one place, the locals 
plugged a fridge into power on 
the side of the road and filled it 
full of ice blocks and cold drinks. 
We were able to take what we 
wanted when we went by.

“That shows the level of 
appreciation.

“Possibly the biggest thing 
we did for them was give them a 
break from fighting fires.

“Some of those folks had been 
at it for a couple of months.”

Mike said he learned a 
lot about “dry” firefighting 
techniques — things like cutting 
fire breaks and back burning — 
and heavy machinery use.

“I learned more about 
working within a team and 
working with each other, which 
I will be passing on to the local 
volunteers.”

Mike got a big welcome home.
“The family were quite pleased 

to have me back and I was 
pleased to be home safe and 
sound.”
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by Aaron van Delden

GISBORNE city households 
are facing an average 6.4 percent 
increase in rates from July 1.

But the district council’s finance 
and performance committee 
yesterday held off on recommending 
the $150 to $200 annual rates increase so members 
could discuss in private why it was necessary.

Councillor Bill Burdett said the council previously 
committed to an average rates increase of no more 
than 5 percent, when it adopted its 2018-28 Long 
Term Plan.

The council’s draft annual plan for the 2021 
financial year proposes an overall rates increase 
of 4.87 percent, with 55 percent of ratepayers, 
mostly in the city, facing an increase of more than 5 
percent.

The 45 percent of ratepayers facing 
a less-than-5-percent increase are 
mainly in rural areas.

Chief financial officer Pauline 
Foreman said the main drivers of 
the rates increase were the council’s 
decision to accelerate the second 
stage of its wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade, the need for more 
staff to process resource consents and 
depreciation on council assets.

Employee benefits are budgeted to rise by $2.2 
million in 2020/21, driven by the fact the council has 
taken on more staff to carry out its capital works 
programme and for compliance and monitoring.

The draft annual plan is also $6.769m short, 
compared to the Long Term Plan, as no external 
funding has yet been secured for the Olympic Pool 
redevelopment.

Councillor Pat Seymour believed the council 
needed more time to thrash out details of the draft 
plan and to understand why it involved such a 
substantial rates increase.

She called the plan’s development “most 
unsatisfactory”.

“I don’t think the process has been fair to all of 
council and, frankly, to ratepayers,” Cr Seymour 
said.

Councillor Shannon Dowsing agreed with Cr 
Seymour’s proposal to workshop the plan, although 
he did not necessarily disagree with a hike in 
employee benefits, believing the council should be a 
living-wage employer.

Councillors voted to defer decisions on the 
draft annual plan to the full council meeting next 
Thursday.

Meanwhile, the cost for beach weddings seemed 
to get the most traction among councillors in 
discussions over proposed changes to fees and 
charges for the 2021 financial year.

The discussion led to a plea from Mayor Rehette 
Stoltz for councillors to stop 
“nitpicking” and to trust that council 
staff had worked in good faith when 
determining the prices for council 
services, based on the time involved 
in carrying them out.

The cost to hold a wedding on 
a beach or reserve is proposed to 
increase from $26 to $100, with 
liveable communities director Andrew 
White saying the charge reflected the 
administration involved in booking 

exclusive access to areas.
Cr Seymour was also unhappy about the $532 

charge for interment of out-of-district residents at 
council cemeteries on weekends and public holidays, 
calling it an “excessive fee to impose on somebody’s 
family”.

But Mr White said burial costs were heavily 
subsidised by ratepayers and the additional charge 
reflected that.

Councillors agreed to seek public feedback on 
the proposed fees and charges, with any changes to 
come into effect on July 1.

CITY RATES HIKE

THE Government has 
awarded a $298,000 grant 
towards the price of a 27-tonne 
electric truck to be used for 
watering and dust suppression 
at Eastland Port.

A 60kW fast-charging 
station will also be installed 
on the port.

The electric truck will take 
over the tasks of a traditional 
diesel-powered truck.

Eastland Group chief 
executive Matt Todd said the 
all-electric truck would help 
reduce noise levels and their 
carbon footprint,

“Using the EECA CO2 
emissions calculator, we 
worked out our diesel water 
truck produced 0.77 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide 
in just 35 days. 

“Incorporating 
an electric truck 
into the port’s 
fleet will be 
a substantial 
step towards 
significantly 
cutting our 
emissions.”

The project 
is intended to be a long-
term demonstration of how 
electric trucks may work for 
specialised tasks. 

“We want to find out 
whether electric vehicles 
could be suitable for other 
operations within diesel-
dominated industries like 
forestry, marine and logistics. 
We’ll be gathering data 
and sharing learnings with 
businesses and the wider 
community.”

Funding for the truck was 
part of $3.8 million announced 
yesterday by Energy and 
Resources Minister Dr Megan 
Woods. 

It was awarded to 21 
innovative electric vehicle 
projects in the seventh 
round of the Low Emission 
Vehicles Contestable Fund 
(LEVCF) administered by 
EECA (Energy, Efficiency and 
Conservation Authority).

Eastland Port was one of the 
successful applicants.

Mr Todd said it was a long 
time in the planning, and 
was a strong statement about 
the company’s commitment 
towards a carbon-free future 
for Tairawhiti.

In 2018, Eastland Group 
was awarded a grant of 
$177,000 from the LEVCF 
towards this project. However, 

after assessing the electric 
trucks available at the time, 
they decided not to take up 
this funding.

“After further scoping the 
available options, we decided 
not to proceed until we could 
source and customise the ideal 
electric truck for our unique 
requirements. We reapplied 
and are delighted that we’ve 
been successful. We’re now 
progressing with the project 
and will confirm final costings, 
timeframes and delivery date 
in due course.”

In 2019 Eastland Group 
and its shareholder, Trust 
Tairawhiti, signed up to the 
Climate Leaders Coalition. 
The organisation aims to help 

New Zealand 
transition to a 
low emissions 
economy.

“We believe 
that we can 
be a leader 
in steering 
Tairawhiti 
towards zero 
carbon through 
renewable 

energy and facilitating the 
transition to electric vehicles,” 
said Mr Todd. 

“The introduction of a new 
electric water truck at the port 
is a very positive step on this 
journey.”

Eastland Group has 
successfully applied for other 
grants from the Low Emission 
Vehicles Contestable fund to 
help drive uptake of electric 
vehicles in Tairawhiti.

In mid-2017, it was awarded 
$251,000 towards electrifying 
the region’s Pacific Coast 
Highway. 

Eastland Group installed 
electric vehicle fast chargers 
in Wairoa, Putorino, Morere, 
Gisborne, Matawai, Tolaga Bay 
and Te Araroa. 

This was a collaborative 
project supported by Trust 
Tairawhiti (then Eastland 
Community Trust), Unison, 
Wairoa District Council and 
Gisborne District Council. 

In the sixth round of 
funding, Eastland Group 
received a further $97,000, 
which is being put towards 
filling a few gaps in the 
region’s “electric highway”. 

It is installing EV chargers 
in Mahia, Tokomaru Bay and 
Ruatoria, and providing back-
up slower charging options at 
Matawai and Te Araroa.

Govt grant of 
$298,000 for 
port to buy 
electric truck

SQUASH TIMES THREE: The third export squash shipment of the season by sea from 
Gisborne has been swinging over the side of Eastland Port on to the freighter Atlantic Erica. The ship 
will take about 3500 units, or tonnes of squash, for Japan. Coxco managing director Omi Badsar said 
the early crops had been quite good. “We’ve seen good yields and good quality so far. The current dry 
spell will put some pressure on our later season crops.” The freighter will sail tomorrow with a fourth 
squash shipment scheduled for March 4. The logger Glorious Sunlight (also pictured here) has sailed, 
and the Ruby Enterprise has taken her place alongside to load logs for South Korea.      
 
                      Picture by Paul Rickard      

‘ I don’t think the 
process has been 
fair to all of council 
and, frankly, to 
ratepayers. ’  —Pat Seymour

‘ The introduction 
of a new electric 
water truck at 
the port is a very 
positive step ’  —Matt Todd

Meanwhile, the aerodrome in Te 
Araroa will be a joint venture between 
Te Rimu Trust and Eastland Group, 
which have been granted $99,775.

The aerodrome is being developed on 
a block of the trust’s coastal land beside 
East Cape Manuka Cafe, which is on 

State Highway 35, with Eastland Group 
managing the project.

In addition to tourism and business 
activities, the trust and Eastland 
Group are highlighting the aerodrome’s 
potential to improve access for medical 
flights and during civil defence 
emergencies, when roads may be 
blocked.

In a statement, Eastland Group 

business development manager Alice 
Pettigrew said the aerodrome would 
be developed at no charge to the 
community.

The company, which operates 
Gisborne Airport, was donating time 
and management expertise, the trust 
was providing free labour, and the grant 
would be used to cover costs.

The aerodrome is expected to open 

within six months.
Te Rimu Trust also received a grant of 

$871,495 to convert up to 25 hectares of 
farmland into a citrus orchard.

Chairman Richard Clarke said 
the orchard was part of the trust’s 
programme to phase out stock on its 
240ha estate at the top of the East 
Coast, with close to 100ha to be planted 
in natives.

FROM PAGE 1

Aerodrome for Te Araroa to open within six months

GDC considering 6.4pc average increase

The Gisborne Herald • Thursday, February 20, 2020 NEWS  3



CADET SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED: The Poverty 
Bay A&P Association has awarded its annual $2000 scholarship to Jarem 
Hari from Ruatoria, who joined the Waipaoa Station Farm Cadet Trust training 
programme this year. Jarem said he was grateful for the scholarship and that 
it would help him hugely financially to achieve his goal at Waipaoa. He aims to 
eventually become a farm manager. The scholarship programme was started 
in 2019 and is awarded each year to a student from Tairawhiti entering the 
primary industries sector. The association provides it as a way of recognising the 
support it gets from the community. Jaram is pictured with (from left) association 
president Rob Telfer, general manager Erica McNeil and association executive 
member Richard Briant.                      Picture by Paul Rickard   

by Kim Parkinson

THE Government’s free and healthy 
school lunch programme is under way 
with eight Gisborne schools taking part 
in the pilot initiative.

Some have already begun providing 
free school lunches as part of the new 
Child Youth and Wellbeing Strategy, with 
more set to follow.

At the official launch of the programme 
today, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, 
with Education Minister Chris Hipkins, 
served up lunch at Flaxmere Primary 
School in Hawke’s Bay.

“A full stomach makes all the difference 
to a child’s learning,” Ms Ardern said.

A total of 31 schools in Hawke’s Bay/
Tairawhiti and Bay of Plenty/Waiariki, 
involving 7000 students, will receive the 
lunches, extending to 21,000 students in 
120 schools, including Otago/Southland, 
by the start of 2021.

Cobham, Nuhaka, Riverdale, Te Hapara  
and Waikirikiri schools have already 
started the free lunches programme, 
with Kaiti, Te Wharau and Ilminster 
Intermediate schools to follow in the next 
month or so. 

Cobham School was the first to serve 
up the lunches at the beginning of Term 
1. The food is provided by Sooz Kitchen 
and the school said it was very impressed 
with the quality and variety. The lunches 
have included chicken drumsticks, 
vegetarian nachos, quiche, Vietnamese 
spring rolls and chicken sandwiches.

Te Hapara School started supplying 
free lunches at the start of the week 
with ham rolls and sushi on the menu 
so far. Puku Ora Eatery is preparing the 
lunches with the emphasis on providing 
nutritious meals to the 250 students on 
the school roll.

Te Hapara School resource manager 
Marilyn Ash said there had been a few 
teething problems but she had expected 
that as the programme is rolled out.

“It’s just a big learning curve as we get 

started.” 
Kaiti School launches their free lunch 

pilot on Monday, March 23. 
The school is partnering with Puku Ora 

Eatery to deliver over 350 lunches to the 
Kaiti students. The menu includes such 
offerings as butter chicken, nachos, sushi, 
vege wraps, donburi bowls pizza bread. 
Kaiti School principal Billie-Jean Potaka-
Ayton said the menu had been designed 
by Puku Ora in consultation with the 
kura with a total hauora and wellbeing 
focus of delivering nutritious, good 
seasonal kai that Kaiti kids will love.    

“It is a pilot project which all partners 
will be monitoring to find the positive 
outcomes that providing lunch has for our 
Kaiti kids over a one year period,” she 
said. 

“Our whanau are very appreciative of 
this opportunity.”

The Prime Minister said the 
Government was making good progress 
on tackling the long-term challenges 
that cause child poverty “but none of the 
solutions are instant”. 

“Providing a free and healthy lunch 
at school is one way to help make New 
Zealand the best place in the world to 
be a child and to make that difference 
immediately.”

The free and healthy school lunches 
programme is one of 75 initiatives from 
New Zealand’s Child and Youth Wellbeing 
Strategy launched last year, which was 
developed with input from 10,000 New 
Zealanders, including 6000 young people.

“All schools in this first tranche have 
worked hard to meet the requirements 
of the pilot and their insight will help to 
inform the ongoing rollout of free lunches 
in schools,” Minister of Education Chris 
Hipkins said. 

Reducing child poverty is a key goal 
of this Government and the $5.5 billion 
Families Package and initiatives in  
the Wellbeing Budget are expected 
to raise 50,000-74,000 children out of 
poverty. 

Eight schools 
take up free
lunch pilot

A LOTTO ticket bought at Gisborne 
Pak’n Save won $200,000 in last night’s 
draw. As of 10am this morning it had not 
been claimed, said the Pak’n Save Lotto 
sales person.

“We are pretty excited, and waiting for 
you.”

The first division win was shared with 
four others, from Auckland, Waiuku, 
Porirua and Mosgiel who all get $200,000 
each. Winners are advised to write their 
name on the back of the ticket and check 
it immediately at any Lotto outlet, online at 
mylotto.co.nz or through the Lotto NZ app.

TAIT, Florence
Gaynor (Gay). —
Passed peacefully, in
her 75th year, on 19th
February 2020, after a
short illness. Dearly
loved wife of Maurice.
Much loved mother of
Karen Euler, Grant
Hills, Wayne Hills and
Nicola Hills, and loved
grandmother to her
grandchildren.
   A funeral service for
Gay will be held at
11am on Monday 24th
February at Holy
Trinity Church.
Forever grateful to the
Hospice team and staff
at Te Wiremu House.
In lieu of flowers,
please forward dona-
tions to Hospice
Tairawhiti. All
messages to 32 Kowhai
Street. We will miss
you forever.

Stonehaven -
Proudly making a

difference

TAIT, Florence
Gaynor (Gay). —
Dearly loved mother
and mother-in-law to
Wayne and Andrea
Hills. Cherished Nana
to Gemma, Cate and
Matt. Will miss having
our rock. Will miss you.

TAIT, Florence
Gaynor (Gay). —
Treasured mother and
mother-in-law to Karen
and Wes Euler. Dearly
loved Nana and Great-
Nana to Jaime, Brenton
and Luke. Kaewa,
Ariana, Marley,
Michael, Aiden,
Annabel, Evelyn, Emily
and Chloe. You will be
forever in our hearts.
Bless.

TAIT, Florence
Gaynor (Gay). —
Treasured mother and
rock to Grant and
Nicola Hills. Will be
forever loved and
missed.

HARRIS, Graham
Alexander. — On 19th
February 2020, peace-
fully at home. Loved
husband of Carol for 63
years. Loved father and
father-in-law of Brett,
Shane and Donna,
Tracy, and Rebecca.
Loved Grandad of
Melanie, Samantha,
William, Amber, Nick,
Laura, Rachel, Zack,
Ella and Hanna. Loved
Great-Grandad of 10.
   Requiem Mass will
be celebrated at St
Mary’s Star of the Sea
Church, Campion Road
at 1.30pm on Saturday
22nd February,
followed by private
cremation.
In lieu of flowers,
donations to Hospice
Tairawhiti would be
appreciated and may be
posted to Private Bag
7001, Gisborne 4040.

- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

REDSHAW, Ian
Charles. — Passed
away suddenly in
Wairoa on Tuesday 18
February 2020. Beloved
husband of Gae, and
much loved father of
Clarke and Verity,
father-in-law of Shayne,
and cherished Poppa to
Pearl and Indi.
Now on his final
approach to the 19th
hole after a long and
courageous battle, now
able to rest easy after
the Mustangs have
beaten Holden into
submission.
Special thanks to the
Wairoa St John
Ambulance team for
their special care and
compassion.
   The family have
requested a private
funeral service.
Any messages can be
sent to PO Box 343,
Wairoa 4160.

Pickering (Wairoa) Ltd
Funeral Directors
Wairoa FDANZ

www.pickeringfd.co.nz

BARRY BROWN

20.2.15

Hi Dad and Koro,

Loved and remembered
dearly. Keep watching

over us all Dad.

Love, Bee and the
Boys, and mokoloko

Mia-Jo xx

BARRY BROWN

20.2.15

Poppajax, it’s been 5
years now and still the
mokopuna talk about

you as if it were
yesterday. We always

have our silent
moments at this time of

the year and we
remember you with

fond memories.

Not a day ever goes by
where you are not in

our thoughts.

We all miss you,
especially today

Love always, Joe and
Glo, Willie and Kristi,

Tory and Kui, and
mokopuna tuarua
Silas, Saige, Kobe,

Pharah and Liam xx

BARRY BROWN

20.2.15

Dad,

5 years today…..

How time has passed,
yet your presence still
resonates around us.

Another year of
reflection but still
holding you close

in our hearts.

Your beloved black and
whites are 110 years

this year Dad.
If only you were here.

Missing you always
Dad.

Love, Lolo and Paige
xx

In Memoriam

Deaths

Deaths

Deaths

Deaths

Deaths

Deaths
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TIBBLE, Tuheirirangi, aka Tui

31.5.1934 -19.2.2020

E te iwi, anei te reo aroha e rere atu ana 
kia koutou mo te wehenga o to matau Dad, 
Koroua, Tipuna, Papa Tui ki tua o te arai. 

It is with a very sad heart that we share 
with you all, the passing of our beloved and 
treasured Dad, Koroua, Tipuna, Papa Tui 
beyond the veil.  

Adored and treasured son of Jeanie Boyce 
and Tamati Tautuhi Tibble. Dearly loved 
brother of Henry (Harry), Tamati (Tom) (dec), 
Wanaka (Beau) (dec), Tangiwaea (Tangi) 
(dec), and Pa Koroua.

Devoted and loving Dad of Raumiria Kerei, 
Vicki, Phillip (Fish), Kevin, Mark (dec) and 
Tamati (Tom). Cherished Papa whangai of 
Keriana, Ara and Rua.
Most treasured Papa of his many mokopuna 
and mokopuna tuarua. 
Much loved partner of Robynne (Blondie) 
Bartlett (dec).

      Dad will lie at Penu Pa, Makarika, Ruatoria, 
with Karakia every evening.  
      On Saturday 22 February, at 11am, we will 
have a Final Church Service to farewell Dad. 
We will then take Dad to be interred with his 
beloved Whanau of Rongoitekai at Te Paetahi 
Urupa. 

No reira, e te Rangatira, Papa Tui, e kore 
matau e warewaretia tou aroha ki to whanau, 
ou hapu, me ou marae, no reira, haere, haere, 
haere atu ra. 

Tomo mai e tama ma,
Ki roto, ki roto, 

I nga ringa e tuwhera atu nei,
Ki nga morehu o te Kiwi e,

Ki nga tamatoa o tenei riri nui

Hoki mai, hoki mai
Ki te wa kainga

Kua tutuki te tumanako
Kei te kapakapa mai te Haki

 O Ingarangi ki runga o Tiamana e

BARRY RICHARD 
RUTENE BROWN

20.2.15

Dad,
On my walk today, 

I thought of you 
walking beside me 
like you used to do.

My tears started 
to slowly fall 

recollecting the 
memories I can recall.
Your laughter, smile 
and love you gave 

lives in us every day.
Miss you dearly.

Love, Mum, Bei,
and our whānau xx

‘We’re waiting for you’
Pak’nSave sells Lotto ticket worth $200,000
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A HEAD injury, not 
methamphetamine, was to 
blame for his unusual behaviour 
in the lead-up to a domestic 
assault, a man claimed in 
Gisborne District Court.  

Craig George Lewis, 43, 
labourer, admitted assaulting 
a female (his partner) and two 
breaches of a protection order 
— one in relation to the assault, 
the other for refusing to leave 
the property as requested after 
it. 

Judge Cathcart imposed 70 
hours community work and nine 
months supervision. 

The judge said the case was 
“a strange one”. 

The court was told Lewis’s 
partner questioned him one 
morning as to why he was up all 
night filming out a window. 

 An argument developed in 

which there was “to-ing and fro-
ing” between the couple. Lewis 
ran at the woman with clenched 
fists and used his knees to stop 
her kicking him. 

When she tried to phone 
police or get a child, who 
was present, to do so, Lewis 
grabbed her by the shoulders, 
pushing her back on to a couch. 

Judge Cathcart said it was 
fortunate Lewis did not actually 
punch the woman, which 
indicated some level of inherent 
restraint, but his behaviour was 
nonetheless irrational. 

That could be explained by 
a head injury Lewis claimed to 
have suffered while at work, 
the judge said. However, he 
noted that the injury was still a 
subject of a dispute with ACC. 

 The judge said he thought 
the incident might have 

been due to Lewis’s use of 
methamphetamine as described 
in a report. But Lewis insisted 
while he had used that drug 
and cannabis in the past, 
drugs were not a part of this 
offending. 

Counsel Leighvi Maynard 
pointed to the low-level nature 
of the offence and that these 
were Lewis’s first two breaches 
of the protection order. 

Lewis had a prior 
conviction for violence but 
the circumstances of it were 
different, involving a teenage 
boy who Lewis believed hurt 
a girl. 

In other respects, Lewis was 
a positive and constructive 
member of the community, 
focused on being a good father 
and intent on being a better 
partner, Mr Maynard said.

Head injury suffered at work 
blamed for strange behaviour

The Heart Foundation is seeking public 
support for its annual appeal on Friday 
and Saturday. Every 90 minutes, one 
New Zealander dies of heart disease and 
the Heart Foundation’s vital work funds 
research to save lives and improve the 
quality of life for the 180,000 Kiwis living 
with heart disease. Gisborne man Peter 
Paul tells his story of rheumatic fever and 
heart disease.

HEART disease runs rampant through 
Peter Paul’s family.

He wants to encourage people to 
talk openly about rheumatic fever and 
other heart conditions for the benefit of 
themselves and their whanau.

Peter thinks he was only four years 
old when he contracted the group 
A streptococcal infection that led 
to rheumatic fever and, eventually, 
rheumatic heart disease (RHD).

Initially the strep infection was not 
picked up and he had ongoing discomfort 
in his legs — likely as a result of 
rheumatic fever — over the next couple 
of years.

“It wasn’t painful but if I remember 
back to that age, I remember quite a bit 
of discomfort,” he said. “I think that’s why 
it took quite a while for the doctors to 
figure out what was going on.”

Eventually that discomfort became 
pain so bad Peter could barely move.

“I remember specifically when I turned 
seven, I struggled to the point where I 
couldn’t walk any more.

“My parents thought there was 
something going on at school, that I 
didn’t like school, or that I didn’t want to 
do this or that.

“But it was really because I couldn’t go. 
I couldn’t move my legs.”

Peter was eventually diagnosed with 
rheumatic fever and spent 14 months in 
hospital recovering.

He began monthly penicillin injections 
given to everyone who has had rheumatic 
fever. The injections are vital to stop 
further bouts of rheumatic fever causing 
damage to the heart.

The bicillin injections continued until 
Peter was 21.

At 24 he travelled overseas, working in 
different countries around the world. 

However, when his father passed away 
from heart disease in 2014, Peter came 
home. He met his current partner and 
settled in Hawke’s Bay.

While holding a role with a large 
hospitality company, he also pursued 
a goal of becoming a funeral director 
to help Maori and Pacific Island 
communities.

He and his partner also became matua 

whangai (parents to non-biological 
children within the family) to Peter’s two 
nieces.

Unfortunately, around the same 
time, Peter began to 
experience considerable 
health problems.

“I started to have 
liver complications, then 
breathing complications 
— all these other 
different things were 
going on.

“I was diagnosed as 
a type 2 diabetic, my 
eyesight was failing, 
and my cardiologist 
realised that at some 
point one of my aortic valves needed to be 
replaced.”

Valve disease wasn’t unfamiliar to 
Peter.

“I’m Maori and heart disease runs 

rampant in my family,” he says.
His family wasn’t the only reminder of 

the devastation heart disease can cause.
He regularly saw it in his capacity as a 

funeral director.
“A lot of deceased who 

came to us had died 
of heart complications 
or COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease).

“A few of them had 
the big old train track 
right down the middle 
and it was like, ‘oh my 
gosh, you had heart 
surgery.’ 

“It was another big 
wake-up call because I would know that 
the person was a smoker or had done this 
in their lifestyle and I’d think ‘oh gosh, 
no, I don’t want to end up here’.”

Peter knew it was time to make some 

lifestyle changes —  the biggest of which 
was quitting smoking. 

A heavy smoker since the age of 18, 
he had his final cigarette the day before 
his valve surgery after cutting back over 
previous months.

“I couldn’t just stop immediately. It 
took me about six months to cut down.

“I went from about a packet a day to 
a packet every five days, then a packet 
every two weeks, to a cigarette a day.

“It took quite a lot of determination but 
I knew I was going to have the surgery.”

Peter was scheduled for valve surgery 
at Wakefield Hospital in Wellington in 
October 2018. 

The surgery brought with it significant 
changes.

In the end, unable to work during the 
recovery period, Peter had to quit his job 
and go on a jobseeker’s allowance.

There were also changes to family life.
“At first the little ones didn’t 

understand that they weren’t allowed to 
jump on me. 

“They were starting to think ‘why 
doesn’t he want to hug us? Why isn’t 
Uncle lifting us up?’

“It took them a while to understand, 
but I’d come out of the shower and show 
them my scar and they realised “Uncle’s 
got a mamae (wound) so don’t touch 
Uncle’s mamae.”

Peter says the strength and support 
of his partner and family helped him 
through the surgery and recovery period.

The family recently moved to Gisborne 
and Peter’s working hard to maintain his 
health.

“It has changed my lifestyle drastically 
— trying to make sure that my heart 
is good and the valve is working, 
plus my diabetes, insulin and dietary 
requirements and this, that and the 
other.

“It is a bit of a struggle. It is quite 
complicated. If I get an infection it takes 
my body a long time to heal.

“It’s been an up-and-down journey 
but at the moment I’ve got that sorted. 
I’m now working on my other health 
complication — my diabetes. 

“I’m trying to live with that 
comfortably in terms of food, sugars and 
sugar levels.”

If there’s one thing Peter has learned 
from his journey it’s that families need 
to have open, honest conversations about 
heart disease and the impact it has.

“My advice would be to open up and 
talk about heart disease, especially us 
Maori and Pacific Island people. 

“It’s so funny because we’re quite loud 
and vocal but when it comes to things 
about ourselves, it’s very much ‘oh no, I 
don’t want to talk’.” 

Speaking from the heart

PLEASE SUPPORT THE APPEAL: Peter Paul says people must be open and 
talk about their heart disease. He asks the Gisborne public to look out for Heart 
Foundation annual appeal collectors tomorrow and Saturday.  Picture supplied

If there’s one thing Peter 
has learned from his 
journey it’s that families 
need to have open, 
honest conversations 
about heart disease and 
the impact it has.  

STATE Highway 2 at Waikare 
Gorge near Putorino will be closed 
for resealing from 8am to 2pm on 
Saturday, February 29.

Motorists wanting to head south 
that day are advised to take an 
alternative route.

New Zealand Transport Authority 
regional transport systems manager 
Oliver Postings said the closure was 
necessary because the road is so 
narrow through that area that both 
lanes would need to be fully closed to 
traffic.

Emergency services will be escorted 
through when needed.

“The constrained working 
environment on the narrow Waikare 
Gorge road does not meet our safety 
expectations for our workers,” said Mr 
Postings.

“We want to ensure our road crews 

are working in a safe environment 
while they carry out the necessary 
repairs. 

“As there is no viable detour around 
Waikare Gorge, we are asking people 
to delay their travel that day until 
after 2pm if possible.

“We understand the inconvenience 
and will minimise disruption where 
we can.”

Mr Postings said New Zealand 
Transport Authority took into 
consideration major events in the 
Hawke’s Bay when choosing the date 
to ensure there would not be a higher 
volume of traffic on the road than 
usual.

“The work is weather-dependent 
and any change to the date of 
February 29 will be publicised via 
the Transport Agency’s social media 
accounts.”

Six-hour closure of SH2 at 
Waikare Gorge, February 29
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WARNING: Some readers may find this 
content distressing

BRISBANE — A relative of the mother 
and three children killed in a horrific car 
fire says the man who set them alight 
was a “monster” the family had been 
desperately trying to escape.

Three children, Aaliyah, 6, Laianah, 
4 and Trey, 3, were found dead inside 
the burning vehicle on Raven St in 
Brisbane’s Camp Hill after police 
were called to the scene about 8.30am 
yesterday. The mother of the children, 
Hannah Baxter, 31, was rushed to 
hospital but later died of her injuries.

According to witnesses, the father, 
Rowan Baxter, 42, jumped into his 
estranged wife’s car while she was on 
the school run and set it on fire before 
yelling at bystanders to stop helping, 
then stabbed himself to death. He was 
declared dead on site after emergency 
crews attempted to revive him.

The slain mother’s sister-in-law Stacey 
Roberts said Hannah Baxter’s parents 
had “exhausted themselves” trying to 
“help Hannah escape this monster” and 
asked for donations to help cover funeral 
costs via a fundraiser set up overnight.

“As you may be aware, my beautiful 
sister in-law and my nieces and nephew 
had their lives taken by a disgusting 
human being they called their father,” 
Roberts wrote on the fundraising page, 
which had raised more than $5000 
within hours of going live.

“For all those who knew Hannah or 
had even just met her once would know 
how much of a beautiful soul she was — 
her children were her life.

“All she ever wanted was happiness. 
Her children were only a reflection of 
her. Gorgeous, happy kids who held a 
massive piece in my heart and I’m sure 
many others because that’s exactly what 
they were like.

“We will miss them all more than 
anything.”

Rowan Baxter reportedly purchased 
a jerrycan of fuel from a nearby petrol 

station which he used to ignite the fire.
Another resident dragged Hannah 

Baxter out of the car as she screamed: 
“he’s poured petrol on me” but she died 
in hospital hours later.

The witness told The Australian that 
Hannah Baxter was “rolling on the 
footpath in flames”. Another described 
seeing skin “peeling off her (with) . . . bits 
hanging off”, according to The Courier 
Mail.

Neighbour Aaron Snell told the 
newspaper that Rowan Baxter tried to 
stop bystanders from extinguishing the 
flames.

“He was protesting to stop (us) putting 
it out,” Snell said.

“He was so angry and just going 
absolutely crazy.

“It appeared like he wanted it to burn.”
He said Rowan Baxter was in “all 

manner of states” and jumped into 
the flaming car to grab a knife while 
neighbours tried to help.

Hannah Baxter and her three children 
had been staying with her parents in 

Camp Hill after leaving her husband late 
last year.

Family friend Brian Cavanagh 
described the incident as “beyond 
comprehension”.

“I couldn’t figure out how come 
Hannah was in the car with him,” he 
said.

It is understood Rowan Baxter, a 
former New Zealand Warriors player, 
was in a custody battle with his wife, 

according to The Courier-Mail.
Rowan Baxter’s recent posts on 

Facebook all revolve around his children, 
with him sharing multiple photos of the 
kids and writing, “Daddy loves you.”

One of his Facebook friends posted on 
one of his photos telling him to “chin up”.

“. . . everything will work out just 
hang in there my bro, a lot of people 
care about you and the situation you’re 
facing,” he wrote. — NZ Herald

‘He’s poured petrol on me’
Ex-rugby player, wife and children die in horrific car fire

LIVES CUT SHORT: Former Warriors player Rowan Baxter, originally from Tauranga, 
with his wife Hannah and their three children.  Picture supplied

HOW TO GET HELP
If you’re in danger NOW:

Where to go for help 
or more information:

thing else.

WOMEN’S REFUGE: Free national 
crisis line operates 24/7. 0800 REFUGE or 
0800 733 843 www.womensrefuge.org.nz

SHINEFREE: National helpline 9am-11pm 
every day. 0508 744 633 www.2shine.org.nz

IT’S NOT OK: Information line 0800 456 
450 www.areyouok.org.nz

SHAKTI: Providing specialist cultural 
services for African, Asian and Middle 
Eastern women and their children. 
Crisis line 24/7. 0800 742 584

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE: 

www.justice.govt.nz/family-justice/
domestic-violence

NATIONAL NETWORK OF STOPPING 

VIOLENCE: www.nnsvs.org.nz

WHITE RIBBON: Aiming to eliminate men’s 
violence towards women, focusing this year 
on sexual violence and the issue of consent. 
www.whiteribbon.org.nz

by Sam Hurley, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — Jami-Lee Ross says 
the charges levelled against him by the 
Serious Fraud Office are “outrageous” 
after he blew the whistle and went to 
authorities.

He says he is a victim of dirty politics 
and has been painted as a scapegoat.

The Botany MP was yesterday 
named as one of four people charged 
by the SFO over allegations about two 
$100,000 donations to the National 
Party in 2017 and 2018.

It comes after the other three 
accused, businessmen Yikun Zhang, 
Shijia (Colin) Zheng, and Hengjia (Joe) 
Zheng, asked a judge to revoke their 
interim name suppression.

All three said they would defend the 
accusations, which came about during 
“unprecedented political infighting”.

“Our clients are proud New 
Zealanders and philanthropists. They 
were urged to follow a process and 
are now deeply disappointed at being 
caught up in a donations fiasco,” said 
the trio’s legal counsel, John Katz 
QC, Paul Dacre QC and Rosemary 
Thomson.

“Our clients believe they are 
casualties of the turmoil created 
through mudslinging during the high-
profile fallout following Jami-Lee Ross’ 
revelations and allegations about the 
National Party.” 

All four men are due to appear 

next Tuesday. 
Charging 
documents 
against the 
group allege 
two donations of 
$100,000 in 2017 
and $100,050 in 
2018 were made 
“in circumstances 
where the identity 
of the donor was 
not disclosed 
in the National 
Party’s Annual 
Return of Party Donations”.

“The defendants adopted a 
fraudulent device, trick, or stratagem 
whereby the 2018 donation was split 
into sums of money less than $15,000, 
and transferred into the bank accounts 
of eight people, before being paid to, 
and retained by, the National Party,” 
the SFO alleges in the documents.

The same allegation is made by the 
SFO for the 2017 donation.

Hengjia Zheng is also accused of 
supplying false information to the SFO.

Ross told the NZ Herald he never 
wanted suppression for himself.

“Just like donations to political 
parties, the justice system should be 
open and transparent. 

That is what I believe and have 
sought,” he said, talking about the case 
for the first time since being criminally 
charged last month.

He said he was shocked to be 
“targeted” by the SFO but had “no 
intention of hiding away”.

Ross and the National Party split 
before he lodged a complaint with 
police in October 2018, after making a 
string of allegations against National 
and its leader Simon Bridges.

The complaint was then referred to 
the SFO by police in March last year. 
Ross has claimed Bridges had asked 
him to collect a $100,000 donation from 
Zhang, which was then divided into 
smaller amounts to hide it.

Zhang was awarded a New Zealand 
Order of Merit in 2018 for services to 
New Zealand-China relations and the 
Chinese community.

“I always wanted to make it very 
clear that as the whistleblower on this 
deception, it was outrageous that I was 
then charged and that others were 
seeking to implicate me, making me 
their expendable scapegoat,” Ross said. 
Bridges has continuously denied Ross’ 
allegations.

“I have always maintained, as I 
have always said, the allegations 
against both myself and the party were 
baseless and false,” Bridges said in a 
statement after the SFO charges were 
laid.

A spokeswoman for Bridges said 
yesterday: “We stand by our previous 
statements on this matter. As it is 
before the courts we have no further 
comments to make.”

SFO charges ‘outrageous’

AUCKLAND — Grace Millane’s killer is due to be 
sentenced tomorrow morning, but he will continue to 
have his name suppressed despite being found guilty of 
the British backpacker’s murder.

After the now 28-year-old man was found guilty and 
convicted in November, Justice Simon Moore said the 
man’s name would remain suppressed “until further 
order of the court”.

The reasons for the order and the legal arguments 
made by both the Crown and defence are also 
suppressed.

However, the NZ Herald can report that the reasons 
are the same and have not changed since last year’s 
trial.

While the NZ Herald cannot report why his name 
cannot be released, it has earlier explained the powers 
a judge has under New Zealand law to suppress a 
defendant’s name.

During the Millane case, Justice Moore had in March, 
however, allowed media to report that continued 
name suppression was “because I am satisfied that 
publication of the defendant’s name would create a real 
risk of prejudice to the defendant’s fair trial rights”.

“The suppression orders I have made are not 
permanent. They will remain in place for as long as the 
court is satisfied it is necessary to do so. They will be 
the subject of review,” he said.

Despite the suppression order, overseas media and 
individuals on social media — including in New Zealand 
— published the killer’s name after the verdict.

Because flouting a suppression order is not an 
extraditable offence, those who do so overseas are 
beyond the reach of New Zealand law. — NZ Herald

Grace Millane killer 
to be sentenced 
tomorrow morning

MP Jami-Lee Ross
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JAPAN — Two New Zealand 
passengers leaving the Diamond 
Princess cruise liner in Japan have 
tested positive for the COVID-19 
coronavirus. 

More than 620 cases have been 
confirmed on the ship.

They were barred from taking the 
Australian evacuation flight which left 
Tokyo for Darwin shortly after 5am.

The pair were among eight New 
Zealand passengers due to arrive in 
Auckland tonight.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade said during final medical checks, 
two of those passengers tested positive 
for COVID-19 and did not travel on the 
flight.

They are being treated in hospital in 
Japan and MFAT consular staff remain 
in contact with them.

Earlier, two other New Zealand 
passengers had contracted the virus 
and are also recovering well in hospital 
in Japan, according to authorities.

The six New Zealanders on the flight 
to Darwin will be brought to Auckland 
on a flight arranged by New Zealand, 
before being transferred to quarantine 
at the Whangaparaoa base.

Director-General of Health, Ashley 
Bloomfield, yesterday said St John 
paramedics would be on the flight 
picking up the group from Darwin. 

He said everyone would have to be 
well and non-symptomatic before they 
got on either flight. — RNZ

Two more NZ 
cruise ship 
passengers 
test positiveby Liu Chen, RNZ

WHANGAPARAOA — The 157 people 
quarantined at the Whangaparaoa navy base 
finally walked free yessterday afternoon — after 
two weeks living in campervans north of Auckland.

More than 50 foreign nationals who were part of 
the group were taken to the airport to travel home.

The New Zealanders — some of whom haven’t 
seen their families for months — were taken home 
by bus or picked by their waiting relatives.

For Auckland woman Victoria Chen, it’s been a 
long awaited moment to get out of the base and 
head home with her one-year-old son.

It’s been almost two months since she saw her 
husband, who came to pick them up.

“I feel great. It’s a great relief that we’re safe 
here. I’m happy to be back. It’s exciting. I’m most 
expecting today because it’s the day that we can 
walk out as normal people,” she said.

She was not asking for much but a good rest 
tonight and being able to enjoy the dinner with 
family members.

Having waited under the scorching summer sun 
for more than an hour, Ms Chen’s husband William 
has a simple message.

“I’m very happy. Very good that they got home,” 
he said.

Chen said tomorrow she will start catching up 
with relatives and friends to celebrate freedom.

Aucklander Lily Gao was looking forward 
to having a nice dinner with her husband and 
sleeping in her own bed.

Gao said she’s grateful new friendships have 
been forged with other evacuees during the 
quarantine.

“Especially my daughter because she can’t stay 
in the van all the time, sometimes other kids came 
to see my daughter. They invented some games 
together. They just use some carton box to slide 

down the grass,” she said.
Gao’s two-year-old daughter Elysse held tight to 

her father Gregory Kim, after being apart for one 
and a half months.

Kim said the feeling was indescribable.
“It’s hard to explain in words. It’s more than 

what I can explain in words,” he said.
At the Auckland airport, foreign nationals who 

had been in quarantine were off home too.
British man Michael Pattison also said life-long 

friendships have formed among the evacuees and 
he’ll come back to visit New Zealand.

He was grateful to everyone who has helped out 
in the past fortnight.

“It’s been very well-organised. They have taken 
good care of us. We have got enormous gratitude 
to everybody invovled — to Air New Zealand, 
to the Red Cross, to the Ministry of Health. 
Everybody’s pulled together and made it a very 
enjoyable experience for us,” he said.

Two Wuhan evacuees who remained in 
quarantine at Whangaparaoa have been cleared of 
the COVID-19 illness, after showing coronavirus-
like symptoms.

Relief as quarantined 
evacuees walk free

FREEDOM: People left the military facility yesterday where they have been 
quarantined for two weeks after returning from Wuhan.  NZ Herald picture

AUCKLAND — A passenger who was on board 
the Cambodian cruise cut short by the coronavirus 
outbreak has arrived back in the country to find 
she did not need her temperature checked.

Fifteen New Zealand passengers and one crew 
member on board the Westerdam were cleared to 
disembark at the weekend.

Maria Angus and her parents arrived back in the 
country yesterday after getting off the Westerdam 
cruise ship in Cambodia on Saturday. Their cruise 
was cut short when the ship was denied entry to 
Japan due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the vessel 
was then also refused entry at three other ports.

The Anguses were travelling in a group of 
eight and it wasn’t until they were off the cruise 

ship they found out a fellow passenger, an elderly 
woman, had been diagnosed with COVID-19 when 
she arrived in Malaysia.

Undeterred, Angus and her parents spent a few 
days in Phnom Penh before flying to Bangkok, 
where they were given health checks and had 
their temperatures taken before continuing on to 
Auckland. She said New Zealand Immigration had 
their names flagged, and being symptom-free they 
were simply given information and advice.They did 
not have their temperatures checked.

The Director-General of Health, Ashley 
Bloomfield said the people who were on the 
Westerdam are not in the same risk category as 
those returning from the Diamond Princess. — RNZ

Westerdam passenger 
describes journey home
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Gisborne
24 Derby Street 
Phone:  06 867 0004
www.mitre10.co.nz

Earn Airpoints here, 
spend them here too

Mon - Fri:  7am - 6pm
Sat - Sun: 8am - 6pm
Public Hols:  8am - 6pm

Mon - Fri:  7am - 4pm
Sat - Sun: 8am - 4pm
Public Hols:  8am - 4pm

Opening Hours

OUTDOOR 
FURNITURE 
& CAMPING 
CLEARANCE

MUCH, MUCH MORE CLEARANCE IN STORE

Starts 21/02/20, ends 28/02/20

SKU 246915, 304045, 246375

MASPORT
Maestro 4 Burner BBQ 
Colours: sunset orange, � ash green, kool blu

Was $799

NOW $657.97

Limited Stock. Only while stock lasts.

SKU 205991

UMBRELLA
Aluminium, 2.7m, green

Was $199

NOW $98.97

Under 1/2 price

SKU 229445

WEBER
BBQ 57cm original,  kettle premium

Was $499

NOW $397.97

Limited Stock. Only while stock lasts.

SKU 320905

WICKER 3PC SETTING
Luna

Was $1299

NOW $947.00

Display only.

30795-04

CLEARANCE

EVENT

17278-13



AUCKLAND — A visiting United Nations 
representative has called the country’s housing 
crisis a “significant human rights crisis” and 
says it is time the right to housing was wrenched 
from the hands of the private market. UN special 
rapporteur on adequate housing Leilani Farha has 
been in the country for 10 days on invitation from 
the government to independently investigate the 
state of New Zealand’s housing.

Yesterday, Farha revealed her shock at the 
number of people living without dignity in New 
Zealand. The root of the crisis laid in the gutting of 
social housing and a speculative housing market, 
she said.

“What the government has done over 
successive years and successive governments is 
they have entrusted this fundamental human right 
in large part to private property owners and real 
estate investors. That’s pretty dangerous.”

Farha discovered in areas, there were enough 
houses and apartments to buy or rent, but the 
supply only catered to those few who can afford 
them.

She said Maori, Pasifika, single parents and 
those with disabilities were just a few of those 
groups at the sharp end of the crisis.

“When I meet a family of six, with their 
belongings piled up, without a stove, with a teeny 
little bathroom, when I meet people who are afraid 
their rent will increase such that they won’t be able 
to stay in their place, when I meet Maori who’ve 
been dispossessed of their lands and resources, I 
know that what’s happening here is not actually a 
housing crisis — it’s a human rights crisis.”

Farha commended 
the government for 
acknowledging there is 
a crisis and for it and 
other groups having a 
bunch of good ideas 
floating around.

But she said it was 
now time for a bold, 
cohesive plan.

“That underlying 
foundation that I 
suggest is a human-

rights based national housing strategy. That’s 
very different from a smattering of policies where 
housing is recognised as a fundamental right.”

That strategy must require more Maori in 
positions of leadership, she added.

Leaders respond

Chief Human Rights Commissioner Paul Hunt 
said it was helpful to have people like Farha to 
give countries a reality check.

Farha’s conclusions echoed those of the 
Human Rights Commission, he said.

“Framing something as a human rights issue 
elevates the issue in importance.”

He said it was time New Zealand looked to 
countries such as Canada, which recognised 
housing as a fundamental human right in law.

The UN’s special rapporteur’s full report on 
New Zealand’s housing will be released next year.

 — Radio NZ

NZ housing 
a ‘human 
rights crisis’

CHRISTCHURCH — A new study by 
the University of Otago has found that 
nearly a third of Kiwis in their 40s have 
tried methamphetamine at least once in 
their lives. 

The long-term study focused on the 
link between drug use and violence and 
tracked 1000 people born in Christchurch 
in 1977.

Participants were asked at the age 
of 21, 25, 30 and 35 about their use of 
amphetamine/methamphetamine, as well 
as their involvement in violence, either as 
a victim or perpetrator.

According to the study — called the 
Christchurch Health and Development 
Study — 28 percent of all participants 

reported using methamphetamine at 
least once between the ages of 18 and 35, 
and those who used it weekly or more 
were twice as likely to be the victim of 
intimate partner victimisation, compared 
to people who hadn’t used the drug at all.

Weekly users were also five times more 
likely to be the perpetrators of violence. 

The study showed 4.9 percent of 
participants reported using the drug at 
least weekly for a period of time between 
18 and 35 years of age, while 11 percent 
had used the drug at least monthly at 
some point.

Twelve percent had used the drug, but 
never more than one or two times a year. 

Study director professor Joe Boden says 

it’s the first time the connection between 
meth use and violence has been studied 
over a long period of time.

“It has long been suggested that 
amphetamines increase the risk of 
violence perpetration and victimisation, 

but evidence thus far has shown only 
evidence of association, rather than a 
direct causal link,” says Dr Boden.

He also stressed that the study focused 
on the general population, as opposed 
to groups of people suffering either 
mental illnesses or addiction problems, 
which have been the subject of previous 
research. 

According to data from the study, 
methamphetamine is the third most 
common drug in New Zealand, after 
cannabis and ecstasy.

Due to the link between meth and 
violence, Dr Boden said a reduction in the 
drug would lead to a lower rate of violent 
assaults in the country. — Newshub

Third of Kiwis in their 40s tried meth: study

Leilani Farha
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LOCATIONS

WAIROA

Monday 24th February
A&P Showgrounds Hall
46 Ruataniwha Rd, Wairoa

GISBORNE

Tuesday 25th February
Hosted by Joanna and Philip Ware
26 Fitzherbert Street, Gisborne.

www.lindisfarne.school.nz

Possible starts here.

EVENING

FORMAT

6.30pm - Meet, Greet and introduction

7.30pm - Breakout: current and prospective  

   students

We invite you to join Mr Ken MacLeod, Rector and Mr Matthew 
Ahern, Director of Boarding to learn about the unique experience 
boys have when they live and learn on site. Current Lindisfarne 
parents will also be on hand to share their perspective on the 
Boarding Advantage.
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by Katie Doyle, RNZ

KAIKOHE — Kaikohe 
residents say the Far North 
District Council was woefully 
underprepared for the current 
drought and was slow to 
respond as things got worse.

The town has been on 
essential use-only restrictions 
since early this month, and 
there is a total fire ban.

Local man Steve Tau said 
families were finding it hard 
to cope and they felt let down 
by council.

“Pretty poor (response).
(Measures) to save water 
should have been started in 
June, July, August, not just 
in January and February (of 
this year). It should have been 
planned (for earlier).”

That was echoed by another 
local, Phillip Whare, who 
said he had never seen such 
water restrictions before and 
was angry the council had let 
things get so bad.

“What’s happening? What 
is the council doing about it? 
I’ve been to two meetings and 
there has been no positive 
reaction to come out of it.”

Kaikohe East School 
principal Chicky Rudkin 
said some students had come 
to school in mufti, because 
parents were waiting to wash 
their uniform in a full load.

To play its part, Ms Rudkin 
said the school had introduced 
student-led conservation 
initiatives, like bottling water 
and multiple milk breaks.

The students were enjoying 
learning how to conserve 
water and were coming up 
with creative solutions to the 
problem, Ms Rudkin said.

It was clear whanau were 
doing it tough, but she also 
said some of the criticism 
being levelled at the council 
was unfair, she added.

Regional Development 
Minister Shane Jones, a 
NZ First list MP based in 
Northland, told Morning 
Report the Government was 
working with the council to 
find a permanent solution.

He said, however, that 
through communicating with 
businesses, families and 
schools, it was clear they 
were facing a “genuine crisis 
situation”.

“Look, there’s a genuine 
deep sense of hopelessness 
in some parts of Kaitaia and 
Kaikohe . . . because people 
are being reduced to using 
buckets,” he said.

A local hapu which owned 

Lake Omapere had been 
working with the council and 
the Government to come up 
with a plan to use it (the lake)  
to supply more water to the 
town, he said.

“Everyone realises they’ve 
got to work together because, 
quite frankly, the owners of 
these nearby water bodies 
and land on top of the 
aquifer, their members are 
huge percentages of the local 
population.”

He said what was being 
organised was a short-term 
solution to a long-term 
problem, however.

“We’ve tried our best 
to catalyse and stimulate 
economic growth. A number 
of the projects in the north 
are long-term infrastructure 
things, but businesses are 
saying: ‘hey mate, if basic 
sanitation is a constant worry, 
what’s the point of running my 
business’.”

Jones said that with the 
Auditor-General’s report 
out on Tuesday — which 
highlighted a need for 
stronger leadership over water 
management — perhaps the 
time was right for reform.

“It’s not only in the Far 
North that we’re having these 
challenges. Throughout local 
government in New Zealand, 
there’s a deep question as to 
whether or not we’ve reached 
the time when we need to 
reconfigure how water is 
disposed of and how water is 
provided.”

He said he did not have 
time to deal with that right 
now, however. “I was asked to 
step up to the plate, to offer 
some short-term relief with a 
small amount of money, and 
hopefully the council will have 
both the institutional capacity 
and putea of its own to come 
up with us a permanent 
solution.”

Far North Mayor John 
Carter had stood up at 
meetings in the past and 
taken responsibility for the 
mistakes initially made by 
council, he said.

Carter admitted mistakes 
were made initially, but said 
the council was working hard 
to pump the pipes full of water 
again.

He said people had been 
fantastic at keeping to the 
restrictions and offering up 
solutions of their own.

Carter said he was confident 
water would be found for 
the homes and businesses of 
Kaikohe and Kaitaia.

Far North 
locals feel 
let down
during 
drought

DRY FARMS: 
Drought-hit 
farmland around 
Kaikohe. 
 RNZ picture by 
 Simon Rogers
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Mobile Phones
Excludes Clearance.

ONE DAY ONLY!!!
Ends 20/02/2020.

Veon 50" 4K Ultra HD TV 

Compatible with PlayStation 4 Pro  
XboxOne X and Chromecast Ultra.
#9401056777174  127cmv◊  VN504KID60-P

PRICE DROP

$349EA

NOW

SAVE $250

Gamenote 
Universal Gaming 
Headset 50mm
#6939119019617 

NOW $18 EA

A. Daewoo Top Loader 
Washing Machine 5.5kg
#8806323332208 

NOW $349 EA

B. Daewoo Top Mount 
Fridge/Freezer 262L White
#8806323345413 

NOW $449 EA

C. Daewoo Tumble  
Dryer 6kg
#8806323333731 
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Gaming 
Headsets
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Daewoo Whiteware

BUNDLE DEAL
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1 PS4 Console  
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& These 2 Games
#9400988279367

50% OFF
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2degrees  
Alcatel 1S Black
• 5.5" HD+ screen 
• Dual 13MP +  
  2MP rear cameras 
• 32GB onboard  
  storage
• Android 9 • 4G
#9400022092006 Visit 2degrees.nz for full T&Cs.

and get 2 hours 
free data 
everyday 
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Join

$5
Prepaid SIM
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FREE
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See more deals in store and online.

We’re becoming NZ’s most sustainable company
Find out more about our journey online at thewarehouse.co.nz
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WELLINGTON — New Zealand shares rose as 
first-half earnings reports from Fletcher Building 
and Spark New Zealand brought confidence to 
investors.

The S&P/NZX 50 Index rose 0.4 percent, to 
11,981.03. Within the index, 19 stocks gained, 28 
fell, and three were unchanged. Turnover was 
$133.4 million.

Fletcher Building led the market higher, rising 
4.4 percent to $5.41 on a bigger volume than 
usual of 4.2 million shares. It reported a first-half 
profit of $82 million, down from $89m a year 
earlier, due largely to costs from its Australian 
restructuring.

It lifted its interim dividend to 11 cents per 
share from 8 cents.

Grant Davies, an investment adviser at 

Hamilton Hindin Greene, said the result offered 
some certainty to investors after heavy selling 
last week.

“Fletcher had been sold off quite a bit in the 
lead-up to the result. So an increase in certainty 
of direction has helped some investors be more 
comfortable with where the company is at,” he 
said.

Spark New Zealand rose 0.6 percent to $4.78 
on a volume of almost 2 million shares, after 
reporting a 9.2 percent lift in first-half profit. The 
telecommunications company made inroads 
into the increasingly valuable mobile market and 
continued to benefit from a cost-cutting drive.

Davies said Spark’s result was slightly ahead 
of expectations, which caused the modest rise, 
but was not such a surprise. He pointed to the 

stock’s steady gain of 17.9 percent over the past 
12 months.

“Spark’s consistent results over time are 
being rewarded by the market. The stock — 
while not at all-time highs — is tracking along 
quite nicely.”

Overnight, dairy prices fell for the second 
straight time at the latest Global Dairy Trade 
auction amid concern about the spreading 
coronavirus Covid-19. Economists warned 
that could lead to lower forecasts for Fonterra 
Co-operative Group’s farmgate payout.

Dairy stocks had a mixed reaction. Fonterra 
Shareholders Fund eased 0.3 percent to $3.94, 
while a2 Milk rose 0.9 percent to $16.43 and 
Synlait Milk advanced 3.3 percent to $6.77.

Davies said falling dairy prices were not 
always a negative for dairy stocks because the 
milk price was a cost of production.

The fallout from the Covid-19 outbreak 

continued to weigh on the local market. Air New 
Zealand yesterday said it would cut the number 
of flights to Shanghai as customer demand has 
weakened due to the outbreak.

The airline’s shares fell 2.5 percent to $2.71 
on a volume of 1.4 million shares and Auckland 
International Airport fell 0.8 percent to $8.35.

Ryman Healthcare dropped 2.6 percent to 
$2.71, posting the biggest decline on the day.

Fisher & Paykel Healthcare continued to hit 
new records, rising 2 percent to $25.11 and 
Heartland Group Holdings crept up 0.5 percent 
to $1.90 — up 2 percent since reporting its first-
half result yesterday.

Among other stocks trading on volumes 
of more than a million shares, Metlifecare fell 
0.1 percent to $6.92, Meridian Energy rose 1.1 
percent to $5.68, Kiwi Property Group declined 
0.3 percent to $1.555 and Contact Energy gained 
0.5 percent to $7.66. — BusinessDesk

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

AUCKLAND — Kiwis are living two 
years longer now than they did when 
the age of superannuation was set at 
65, costing the taxpayer billions, new 
figures show.

On average, New Zealand men born 
today can expect to live 78 years and 
women 83. 

“That’s the median — that means a 
hell of a lot of people are going to live 
longer than that,” economist Shamubeel 
Eaqub told The AM Show on Thursday.

The present age of eligibility for 
superannuation — which is not means-
tested — was set at 65 in 2001, when 
men lived 76 years and women 81.

“Even in the past 20 years, the 
median lifespans for both men and 
women have increased by a couple of 
years,” said Statistics NZ population 
indicators manager Tehseen Islam.

Superannuation is already the biggest 
chunk of welfare spending in the 
Government’s Budget, and set to rise, 
with 1.1 million Kiwis expected to be 
receiving it by 2030. Presently about 
780,000 get the payment — more than 
15 percent of us.

“It’s growing really fast,” said Eaqub. 
“That’s going to be the fastest area of 
growth when it comes to our welfare 
system — and let’s call it what it is, 
New Zealand super is welfare —  it’s 
the fastest-growing area because it’s the 
fastest-growing part of the population.”

Like previous Prime Minister Sir 
John Key, Jacinda Ardern has said 

she’d quit before 
raising the age 
of eligibility. Her 
direct predecessor 
Sir Bill English 
on the other 
hand had plans 
in place to 
gradually raise it 
to 67 — matching 
the increase in 
longevity since 
2001 — but was 
voted out before 
he could. 

Ardern has said future 
superannuation costs can be paid for by 
investing in the Super Fund, which has 
had significant returns over its lifetime, 
and it wouldn’t be fair to expect people 
who have spent their lives doing hard, 
physical work to continue doing so into 
their late 60s.

Others have expressed concern over 
the shorter life expectancy for groups 
such as Maori.

“I think we have to do it,” said Eaqub, 
who would go further and reintroduce 
means-testing so it’s not wasted on the 
wealthy.

“We cannot afford for it to be 
universal forever. When we’ve got 
issues with child poverty, the reality is 
we’re saying people who have had the 
opportunity to work all their lives, own 
property and build up assets should also 
get access to superannuation, when kids 

‘Time to means-test 
superannuation like 
other forms of welfare’

Shamubeel Eaqub

WELLINGTON — A major 
government department has failed 
to rein in its spending 
on contractors and 
consultants.

New figures show the 
Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and 
Employment (MBIE) spent 
almost $100 million this 
way in the last financial 
year, 2018-19.

That’s up $4m from 
the previous year’s $95m 
despite a government 
edict in 2018 to the core 
public service to cut down 
on using contractors and 
employ more staff.

It also spent $95m in 2016-17, an 

Official Information Act response shows.
MBIE said it used contractors when 

it was cost effective or 
its own staff lacked the 
expertise needed.

Its previous way of 
reporting such spending 
— which made it appear 
it was about half what it 
really was — triggered 
new rules last year to 
make reports from the 
core public service more 
transparent.

Many other government 
departments have 
reported increased 
spending on consultants 

and contractors, while at a few it has 
dropped.

Out of MBIE’s seven business groups, 
the three with the largest contractor, 

consultant spend were Immigration 
NZ at $22m, Corporate Governance 
and information at $20.8m and Market 
Services at $19.5m.

These three were “responsible for 
many major projects”, MBIE said.

Strengthened rules in 2018 mean 
now, all new contractors and contract 
extensions must be approved by a deputy 
chief executive in a business group, it 
said.

It aimed to used fixed-term employees 
instead of contractors “to ensure 
contractor use is targeted and to reduce 
MBIE’s overall reliance” on outsourcing 
“in favour of building the internal 
workforce capability”.

Annual reviews of other departments 
indicate that fixed-term contracts are 
being increasingly used. — Radio NZ

$100m spent on contractors,  
consultants by govt depts

That’s up $4m from 
the previous year’s 
$95m despite a 
government edict 
in 2018 to the core 
public service to 
cut down on using 
contractors and 
employ more staff.   

WELLINGTON — At first glance, Fletcher Building’s 
first-half results were awful and even worse than 
analysts had been expecting.

But the market took heart from the company 
maintaining its guidance for the full-year results 
and from its explanations for why the second-half 
result should be even better than it usually is — the 
company’s earnings tend to be weighted to the second 
half.

Fletcher said the benefits of its work on removing 
costs from its Australian operations should start 
flowing in the second half, that it expects its steel 
business will rebound from barely breaking even in the 
first half and it expects its residential division will sell 
more houses in the second half.

And investors were relieved there weren’t any nasty 
surprises lurking, such as further write-offs on high 
rise projects or on the Puhoi to Warkworth highway 
project.

That’s why Fletcher shares initially fell 2 cents to 
$5.16 but then recovered through Wednesday to close 
at the day’s high of $5.41.

Michael Sherrock, a portfolio manager at Nikko 
Asset Management, said he had been relieved to see 
no further project write-downs and that the share price 
had been weak going into the results with investors 
obviously fearing the results would disappoint.

The shares traded as high as $5.70 in late January, 
their highest price in 12 months. Chief executive 
Ross Taylor reiterated for the umpteenth time that the 
provisions for the Building + Interiors unit’s losses from 
high profile projects such as Christchurch’s justice 
precinct, the Commercial Bay project at the bottom 
of Auckland’s Queen Street and the ill-fated SkyCity 
convention centre and hotel remain contained within 
the provisions announced in 2018 — the company lost 
nearly $1 billion on these and other projects.

Taylor was also reassuring that he expects 
insurance to cover the disruption caused by the fire at 
the convention centre in October.

He also said the Puhoi to Warkworth project 
remained on track.

Craigs Investment Partners head of research Grant 
Swanepoel took Taylor’s announcement he plans to 

sell the Rocla concrete pipes business in Australia by 
the end of this calendar year as a positive sign.

“It’s one of the more positive things from the result. 
They’re trying to improve return on capital rather 
than trying to build bigger and bigger franchises,” 
Swanepoel said.

The business is clearly small and its sale won’t 
realise any significant sum, although the company 
did shine a spotlight on it at last June’s investor day, 
saying its revenue in the year ended June 2018 had 
been $265 million and that it had a 20 per cent share 
of a $1.2 billion market in Australia.

Fletcher’s Australian revenue in the latest six 
months, roughly a third of total group revenue, was 
$1.43 billion, down from $1.52 billion in the previous 
first-half.

The decision to sell Rocla is different from 
Fletcher’s decision to sell Formica. It had been forced 
to sell that business to help repair its balance sheet — 
that sale was completed on June 3 last year for  
$1.19 billion, realising a $122 million net loss on book 
value.

Taylor told analysts the Rocla and another similar 
business that it’s keeping, Iplex, had experienced an 
unexpectedly tough six months.

The company’s bottom line for the six months 
ended December fell 8 per cent to $82 million and 
included $35 million of costs associated with trying to 
right its Australian operations.

Earnings before interest and tax before significant 
items fell 11.7 per cent to $219 million and the 
company is expecting annual ebit between $515 
million and $565 million compared with adjusted ebit 
of $549 million the previous year.

Forsyth Barr analyst Matt Henry said the 
result wasn’t as bad as it looked because of the 
“inherently variable” results from residential sales and 
development.

Land development profits of $11 million for the 
first half were likely to swell to $35 million-plus in the 
second half, Fletcher said.

Fletcher is targeting 800 to 900 sales of residential 
units for the full year, up from 755 the previous year. 
—  BusinessDesk

Why Fletcher shares jumped 
4.4 pc after a poor result
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EDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

Today’s Operations Committee 
meeting of all councillors is set 
to establish subcommittees to 
act in an advisory capacity for the 
Managed Aquifer Recharge Trial and 
Pamoa Forest Regeneration.

This is part of a new governance 
structure for major projects adopted 
by the previous council in March last 
year, following recommendations 
in the 2018 Maven’s Consulting 
review, and allowed for in the new 
committee structure for this term.

The idea is that this will be 
an appropriate way of providing 
governance oversight of council 
projects that have “a significant 
community interest”, help to 
advance these projects, as well 
as provide elected members with 
opportunities to be involved in major 
projects “based on their unique 
levels of expertise and skills”.

A report for today’s meeting notes 
that councillors have been involved 
in major projects in varying ways 
in the past — including being on 
advisory or steering groups — and 
“all elected members have had 
the opportunity to have in-depth 
discussions, ask questions and raise 
concerns” via the Major Projects 
Report prepared for six-weekly 
council meetings.

It also explains why other projects 
are not getting subcommittees 
at this stage: the DrainWise and 
Wastewater Management Options 
projects have an established 
Wastewater Management Committee 
with four elected members and four 
tangata whenua representatives; 
projects on Titirangi maunga are 
covered under the Ngati Oneone 
Co-Management Agreement; the 
Tairawhiti Navigations Programme 
reports to a governance group 
and also has a steering group; the 
Waipaoa Flood Control Scheme 
upgrade is in the delivery phase; the 
walking and cycleways major project 
now involves the preparation of 
contract documents, which will take 
two months; and a subcommittee 
for the Olympic Pool Redevelopment 
“will be dealt with once council has 
made a decision regarding the next 
steps”, “the concept design phase 
was completed in December 2019 
with the project team formalising 
information” — a separate report 
on this project says funding 
uncertainty continues, and (giving 
themselves plenty of formalisation 
time) full concept and options will 
be presented to the Operations 
committee on May 28, 2020.

On the agenda today is the 
nomination and confirmation of four 
elected members to each of the two 
new subcommittees, confirmation 
of the composition of non-elected 
membership, and agreement on a 
draft terms of reference.

■  The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
■  Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
■  Always include full name and contact details.
■  If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
■  Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz   

Subcommittees for 
two major projects

by Clive Bibby

THE results of a recent 
Gisborne Herald poll asking 
readers to vote on the 
desirability of a Northern 
Tairawhiti log port shows that 
the council got it wrong if they 
thought the general public 
didn’t want this.

In the event, the respondents voted more than 
two to one in favour, which must have been a 
huge embarrassment to those determined to fly 
in the face of logic by earlier removing the idea 
from the 30-year spatial plan.

Frankly, that rapid capitulation to a minority 
group of vocal northern locals hell-bent on 
telling those working through port proposals to 
“bugger off” doesn’t instil confidence in either 
the democratic process or the abilities of our 
councillors to demonstrate they have a plan that 
will keep us safe.

In fact, the removal of this development 
proposal from the spatial plan shows them as 
being petty and reactionary — not the sort of 
people you would want strategically planning 
your future.

Worse still, it leaves the question: how else 
does our leadership envisage we might make 
meaningful progress solving the continued state 

of dependency of much of the northern part of 
this region?

What is needed in these volatile times is 
clear thinking from our planners, keen to take 
advantage of anything and everything that might 
help to cast this millstone adrift.

While it is an unfortunate fact that this 
potentially profitable area has been hamstrung 
from developing as a viable economic unit 
primarily because of its distance from a 
port — particularly the locally-owned forestry 
estates north of Tolaga Bay — it is also fair to 
acknowledge that this associated limiting factor 
is not the locals’ fault.

The same distance issues from meat 
processing plants have a negative effect on 
profitability for those in the livestock industry.

But the real killer and main reason for this 
part of the region being a constant drain on the 
council’s rates-based finances is the cost of 
maintaining the fragile roading infrastructure. The 
unstable, erosion-prone nature of the geological 
structure makes this region virtually the worst 
type for building roads capable of supporting 
vehicles carrying heavy loads.

But hey! Help is at hand — at least it would be, 
if our councillors had the good sense to accept 
Regional Economic Development Minister Shane 
Jones’s offer of declaring the Northern Tairawhiti 
“A special economic zone”.

It must be noted that implicit in that offer is 
a virtual guarantee of government assistance 
developing a restructured economy for that part 
of our homeland — including helping with the 
cost of building a subsidiary port, which could 
be located on a part of the Coast where it doesn’t 
offend the locals while, at the same time, making 
good use of Minister Jones’s plan to bring power 
to the region via the Bay of Plenty to establish 
an industrial processing hub at Ruatoria. It just 
makes sense!

Yet, unbelievably, our top team have been 
procrastinating on whether to accept the 
Minister’s offer and there is a good chance they 
may say: “Thanks but no thanks.”

We must ask why a group of supposedly 
intelligent men and women could reject a “once 
in a lifetime” offer that represents a path from 
penury to prosperity. 

It is the height of irresponsibility.
Sooner or later the Government is going to tire 

of this dumb response to its overtures and look 
for other regions who have no trouble looking a 
gift horse in the mouth.

In the meantime, we can be sure that any 
thoughts of returning to the Government (any 
government) cap in hand, asking for another “top 
up” of what is essentially maintenance money, 
should be abandoned.

Heaven help us!

Up the creek without a plan, part 3

The Red Roamers are still 
roaming . . . that’s right, 
the red cows that have 
been roaming on Kiwinui 
Hill, Highway 35 and 
Whakaangiangi Road all 
of last year are at it again. 
I have seen up to six on 
Whakaangiangi Road this 

week. They are probaby 
looking for water. Has 
anything been done about this 
GDC? Your staff know who 
the owner is. Don’t wait till 
someone crashes into them.

PHILLY “Straight  
Outta Te Araroa”

Red cows still roaming

Re: One or the other, 
February 18 letter.

Dear Anne, I am with 
Bob Hughes. There is no 
inconsistency between 
evolution and the Bible. 
Evolution is a scientific 
theory. The Bible speaks of 
morality — how did we go 
wrong morally is the theme 
of the Adam and Eve story. 
In any case, all cultures 
have their stories as to how 
the world began — look 
at the Maori myths. So I, 
with Bob Hughes, am one of 
many who say that Darwin’s 
theory and Christianity are 
not inconsistent — no need 
to choose one. You can hold 
them both and still affirm 
Christianity as I do.

ALLAN HALL

Bible speaks 
of morality

I don’t see any problem with 
holding to a Christian belief 
and believing in the theory of 
evolution at the same time. 
This presupposes you are not 
a strict fundamentalist in 
either camp.

Like most things to do with 
Homo sapiens, it comes down 
to sects.

That is why there are so 
many of them, because they 
can’t agree on various points 
of belief.

I think a great number of 
people might have passed the 
point where everything in 
the “good book” is taken as a 
true and accurate record. The 
use of allegory and parables 
surely leaves a lot of room for 
alternate interpretation.

RON TAYLOR

Fine to hold 
both beliefs

Re: A PGF ‘no’ to flood 
scheme assistance, February 
19 editorial.

So the Waipaoa Flood 
Control Scheme will cost twice 
as much as thought and the 
biggest piggy bank around is 
shut. 

Perhaps the council might 
draw between the dots and 
conclude that on any sensible 
analysis, money spent on a 

scheme to protect the Flats 
and Gisborne City from a 
major flood event in the 
Waipaoa catchment (which 
has been a pivotal focus for 
the past 70 years) will, in 
times of economic constraint, 
better serve the inhabitants 
than a further upgrade to the 
wastewater treatment system.

G.R. WEBB

Flood scheme priority

Re: Free-spinning with our 
community, Feb 19 article.

Thank you Lizz for your continued 
mahi in support of those needing it.

I remember how devastating it 
was when certain people “washed 
their hands” of their responsibility 
for providing a decent service 
for those amongst us who are 
struggling with the effects of 

gambling and the harm it causes.
It is staggering to know that we 

have nothing useful in place yet 
after the dissolution of Te Ara Tika 
to support them properly.

Tell me what I can do to help, and 
I will do what I can, whatever that 
may be. You know how to find me.

Nga mihi nui Lizz.
LARA MEYER

Service gap staggering 

While not wanting to 
add fuel to the fire over the 
“Conflict of interest on the 
catwalk” article (a bit amazed 
it was even printed), I would 
like to heartily congratulate 
the winners of the over 25s 
men’s and women’s Fashion in 
the Field competition.

I should also like to 
commend the judges on 
their integrity, for pointing 
out there could have been 

a conflict of interest. This 
situation was avoided by 
Kirsty and Juana not judging 
the section that had family 
entered in it.

Looking forward to Mr 
Cook’s generous sponsorship 
of this event next year, and 
hopefully none of his friends 
or family will enter and create 
a conflict of interest for him.

D.J. HAIR

Conflict was avoided!
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BEIJING — As a mysterious 
new virus enveloped central 
China’s Wuhan early this year, 
Liu Zhiming mobilised all 
the resources of his hospital 
in the city’s Wuchang district 
to deal with the thousands 
of sick people arriving daily, 
threatening to overwhelm the 
local healthcare system. 

That dedication appears 
to have cost him his life, 
with Wuhan’s health bureau 
announcing on Tuesday that he 
became infected and died despite 
“all-out” attempts to save him. 

Liu is at least the seventh 
health worker to die of the 
COVID-19 disease among the 
more than 1700 doctors and 
nurses who have become sick. 
His death comes as authorities 
are cautiously cheering a 
reduction in the number of 
new daily cases and deaths, 
along with the results of a 
study showing most people who 
contracted the virus experienced 
only mild symptoms. 

 Meanwhile, inspectors in 
protective suits went door-
to-door on Wednesday in the 
epicentre of China’s viral 
outbreak to try to find every 
infected person in an epidemic 
that is showing signs of waning 
as new cases fell for a second 
straight day.

The city of Wuhan, where 
the new form of coronavirus 
emerged, was in the final 
day of a campaign to root out 
anyone with symptoms whom 
authorities may have missed so 
far.

“This must be taken seriously,” 
said Wang Zhonglin, the city’s 
newly minted Communist Party 
secretary. “If a single new case 
is found (after Wednesday), the 
district leaders will be held 
responsible.”

His remarks were published 
on Hubei’s provincial website, 
alongside the declaration, “If 
the masses cannot mobilise, it’s 
impossible to fight a people’s 
war.”

Mainland China reported 1749 
new cases and 136 additional 
deaths. While the overall spread 
of the virus has been slowing, 
the situation remains severe in 
Hubei province, whose capital 
is Wuhan. Infections in Hubei 
constitute more than 80 percent 
of the country’s 74,185 total 
cases and 95 percent of its 
2004 deaths, according to data 
from China’s National Health 
Commission.

Cities in Hubei with a 
combined population of more 
than 60 million have been under 
lockdown since the Lunar New 
Year holiday last month, usually 
the busiest time of the year for 
travel. Authorities put a halt 
to nearly all transportation 
and movement except for 
quarantine efforts, medical care, 
and delivery of food and basic 
necessities. “Wartime” measures 
were implemented in some 
places, with residents prevented 
from leaving their apartments.

The stringent measures 

have followed public fury over 
Hubei authorities’ handling of 
the outbreak when it began in 
December. The risk of human-
to-human transmission was 
downplayed, and doctors who 
tried to warn the public were 
reprimanded by police. Wuhan 
residents reported overcrowding 
in hospitals and futile attempts 
to seek treatment.

Many countries have also 
set up border screenings and 
airlines have cancelled flights 
to and from China to prevent 
further spread of the disease, 
which has been detected in 
around two dozen countries and 
caused about 1000 confirmed 
cases outside mainland China. 
Five deaths have been reported 
outside the mainland — in 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, the 
Philippines and France. 

China’s top diplomat, on 
a visit to Laos, assured his 
Southeast Asian counterparts 
that the situation in Hubei 
province and Wuhan has “been 

brought under effective control.”
Foreign Minister Wang Yi 

spoke to diplomats from the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations ahead of an emergency 
meeting on Thursday to discuss 
the disease. Six countries in the 
10-nation bloc have confirmed 
cases of the new virus. 

In Hong Kong, the Hospital 
Authority reported a 70-year-old 
man had succumbed to the virus, 
the city’s second death out of 65 
confirmed cases. The victim had 
underlying conditions including 
diabetes and hypertension, said 
Dr Lau Ka-hin, an authority 
official.

South Korea evacuated 
six South Koreans and a 
Japanese family member from 
the ship, and they began an 
additional 14-day quarantine on 
Wednesday. 

More than 300 American 
passengers were evacuated 
earlier and are being 
quarantined in the United 
States, including at least 14 who 

had tested positive for the virus.
On Tuesday, the US 

government said that more 
than 100 American passengers 
who stayed on the ship or were 
hospitalised in Japan would 
have to wait for another two 
weeks before they could return 
to the US. Passengers from the 
MS Westerdam, another cruise 
ship, have tested negative 
for the virus, Cambodia’s 
Health Ministry announced on  
Wednesday.

Seven hundred of the 
Westerdam’s passengers had 
already left Cambodia after the 
ship docked last week, only to 
have one woman test positive 
for the virus when she arrived 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Outside Hubei, other localities 
have imposed quarantine 
measures to varying degrees. 
Residential neighbourhoods in 
Beijing have placed limits on the 
number of people per household 
who can go out, and those who 
do must carry exit-entry cards. 
In Shanghai, police detained a 
man for 10 days for repeatedly 
leaving his house and taking 
public transportation when 
he was supposed to be under 
quarantine at home.

China said it was expelling 
three Wall Street Journal 
reporters over a headline for an 
opinion column that referred to 
the current virus outbreak in 
China and called the country the 
“Real Sick Man of Asia.”

In a statement on Wednesday, 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said the February 
3 op-ed piece by Bard College 
Professor Walter Russel Mead 
“smears the efforts of the 
Chinese government and people 
on fighting (the virus) epidemic.” 

Long sensitive to its portrayal 
in global media, China has 
been pushing a narrative of 
transparency and tight control 
over the current outbreak, 
while emphasising the sacrifices 
made by its health workers and 
ordinary citizens. — AP

COVID-19 claims top doctor’s life
China’s virus centre vows no patient unchecked as cases fall

CONTAGION: Protective suit-clad inspectors in the epicentre of China’s viral outbreak went door-to-
door to find every infected person in the central city suffering most from an epidemic that is showing 
signs of waning as new cases fell for a second day.  AP picture

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump has 
ousted the Pentagon’s top policy official who had 
certified last year that Ukraine had made enough 
anti-corruption progress to justify the Trump 
administration’s release of congressionally 
authorised aid to Kyiv in its conflict against 
Russian-backed separatists.

John Rood resigned on Wednesday, saying he 
was leaving at Trump’s request. 

The Trump administration’s delay in releasing 
the aid to Ukraine was central to the president’s 
impeachment by the House on charges of abuse 
of power and obstruction of Congress. 

The Senate voted to acquit the president. But 
in the wake of the Senate trial, an emboldened 
Trump has gone after officials he has perceived 
as being disloyal.

Rood is the latest official to be purged. His 
forced resignation comes as Democrats on the 
Hill express concerns that Trump is on a vendetta 
in the wake of his acquittal. 

Just days after the Senate vote, the White 
House reassigned an Army officer, Lt. Col. Alex 
Vindman, a key witness in the impeachment 
inquiry, from the National Security Council, and 
pushed his twin brother, an NSC lawyer, out with 
him. 

Gordon Sondland, Trump’s ambassador to 
the European Union who also was a key witness 
before House investigators, was recalled from his 
post.

Trump tweeted on Wednesday that he 
wanted to “thank John Rood for his service to 
our Country, and wish him well in his future 
endeavours!”

Rood, in his letter to Trump, did not mention 
Ukraine. “It’s my understanding from Secretary 
Mark Esper that you requested my resignation,” 
Rood said. Rood said he will step down as of 
February 28. 

Rood wrote in a May 23 letter to Congress that 
the Pentagon had made a thorough assessment 
of Ukraine’s anti-corruption actions and other 
reforms. And he said that, “I have certified that 
the government of Ukraine has taken substantial 
actions to make defence institutional reforms 
for the purpose of decreasing corruption” and 
making other improvements.” 

Rood wrote that his certification, legally 
required before the aid could be released, was 
based on insights gained in “persistent US 
engagement” with Ukraine, including meetings 
between the US defence secretary and his 
Ukrainian counterpart.

Asked about Rood’s resignation, chief 
Pentagon spokesman Jonathan Hoffman declined 
to speculate on the reason for Trump’s decision.

“The president has the opportunity and the 
ability to have the team that he wants to have 
in policy positions,” Hoffman said at a news 
conference. He said Rood’s resignation letter 
spoke for itself.

Rood last year told reporters that, “In the 
weeks after signing the certification I did become 
aware that the aid had been held. I never received 
a very clear explanation other than there were 
concerns about corruption in Ukraine.” He also 
spoke in favour of releasing the aid, suggesting 
that withholding it would hurt America’s defence 
priorities. — AP

DUBAI — A small instrument inside the 
drones that targeted the heart of Saudi 
Arabia’s oil industry and those in the arsenal 
of Yemen’s Houthi rebels match components 
recovered in downed Iranian drones in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, two reports say. 

These gyroscopes have only been found 
inside drones manufactured by Iran, Conflict 
Armament Research said in a report released 
on Wednesday. That follows a recently 
released report from the United Nations 
saying its experts saw a similar gyroscope 
from an Iranian drone obtained by the US 
military in Afghanistan, as well as in weapons 
shipments seized in the Arabian Sea bound 
for Yemen. 

The discovery further ties Iran to an attack 
that briefly halved Saudi Arabia’s oil output 
and saw energy prices spike by a level unseen 
since the 1991 Gulf War. It also ties Iran to the 
arming of the rebel Houthis in Yemen’s long 
civil war. 

Iran denies it had a hand in that assault but 
has increasingly promoted its influence over 
the Houthis and launched a ballistic missile 
attack on American troops in Iraq after a US 
drone strike killed a top Iranian general in 
Baghdad last month. 

“This gyroscope . . . we’ve seen it now 
enough times in Iranian-manufactured material 
to be able to confidently say that the presence 
of it in a Houthi-produced item suggests that 
the material was supplied from Iran,” Jonah 
Leff of Conflict Armament Research told 

The Associated Press. Media officials from 
the rebel Houthis, who hold Yemen’s capital, 
Sanaa, and have been battling a Saudi-led 
coalition since March 2015, declined an 
interview request. A UN Security Council 
resolution prohibits arms transfers to the 
Houthis.

The UN report simply said that “the 
manufacturer of the gyroscope remains 
unknown.” However, it noted finding similar 
V10 gyroscopes “among the debris of both 
Samad and Qasef UAVs, which have been 
used by the Houthi forces.”  The UN also said 
its experts saw a V9 gyroscope on display in 
Washington at a military display showing an 
Iranian Shahed-123 that American officials 
say they recovered in Afghanistan in October 
2016, after it crash-landed. 

Images of the gyroscopes match those 
in the Conflict Armament Research report. 
A similar gyroscope could be seen inside 
a cruise missile seized by the US Navy in a 
November raid on a traditional dhow shipping 
boat in the Arabian Sea. 

A computer terminal also seized with the 
missiles, likely used with the weapons, bore 
Farsi characters on its keyboard. 

The US Navy announced a new weapons 
cache find aboard a dhowin the Arabian Sea 
this month. Lt. Col. Earl Brown, a spokesman 
for the US military’s Central Command, told 
the AP on Wednesday that American sailors 
found similar gyroscopes in that seizure as 
well. — AP

Devices found in missilesTrump ousts top defence official
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LONDON — Vegetables rotting in the 
fields, food going unprocessed, the elderly 
and disabled left without care. 

That’s the alarming picture painted by 
some British employers about the impact 
of new UK immigration rules set to be 
introduced in less than a year. 

Farms, food factories and care homes 
said on Wednesday that they will face 
severe labour shortages under the 
government’s plans to open Britain to 
skilled and educated immigrants while 
shutting out those its deems “low-skilled” 
workers.

The message from Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson’s Conservative government 
was blunt: “Employers will need to 
adjust.”

“We need to shift the focus of our 
economy away from a reliance on 
cheap labour from Europe and instead 
concentrate on investment in technology 
and automation,” the government said in 
a paper laying out its immigration plans.

Britain’s exit from the European Union 
last month after 47 years of membership 
is triggering the biggest change to the 
country’s immigration rules for decades. 

When Britain was part of the EU, 
citizens of the bloc’s 27 other countries 
were free to live and work in the UK and 
vice versa. EU workers came to Britain 
by the hundreds of thousands.

More than 3 million EU citizens 
currently live in the UK They are all 
entitled to stay. But once a post-Brexit 
transition period runs out on December 
31, that free movement will end and the 
new UK immigration rules will apply to 
EU and non-EU citizens alike. 

Britain’s 2016 decision to leave the 
EU was driven in part by a belief that 
large-scale immigration had pushed down 
wages and increased joblessness among 
British-born workers. 

Many economists say there is little 
evidence that’s true. The UK already 
has low unemployment, and immigrants 
create jobs as well as fill them. 
Nevertheless, “taking back control” of 
immigration was a key promise made by 
Johnson and other proponents of Brexit 
— one the government can now claim to 
have delivered.

“The real message that is being sent 

to the electorate in the UK is: ‘We 
have control,’” said Rob McNeil, deputy 
director of the Migration Observatory at 
Oxford University.

Starting next year, most people hoping 
to move long-term to Britain will need 
to speak English to a “required level” 
—the level of fluency is not specified 
—and have the offer of a job paying at 
least 25,600 pounds ($33,000) a year. 
Prospective immigrants who earn less 
may still be able to come if they have 
other skills or work in an area where 
there are shortages, such as health care.

The new rules don’t cover refugees 
or asylum-seekers, and there will be 
separate routes for students andhighly 
talentedscientists, artists and athletes. 
But there will be no system of visas 
for “low-skilled workers” or most self-
employed people.

The British immigration proposals 
mean a radical — and unwelcome — 
change for sectors of the UK economy 
that rely heavily on EU workers. The 
British government’s own estimate 
is that 70 percent of the more than 1 
million EU citizens who have moved 
to the UK since 2004 would not have 
qualified for visas under the new rules. 

Many migrants from eastern Europe 
have jobs picking Britain’s fruit and 
vegetables and working in food-
processing factories.

Toby Williams, chairman of the 
National Farmers’ Union in southern 
England’s Kent county, said British 
workers simply don’t want those tough, 
relatively low-paid jobs. He said Britain’s 
fruit, vegetable and flower farms need 
about 70,000 seasonal workers, but the 
government is proposing to give visas to 
only 10,000 a year. 

He said automation could help some, 
butnot in the short term.

“There is work being done on that but 
it’s not going to be in five minutes’ time,” 
Williams told Sky News. “You’re talking 
10 years’ out, probably.”

More than 100,000 EU citizens work 
in caring for Britain’s elderly, disabled or 
chronically ill — just under 1 in 10 of the 
total workforce in a sector that already 
has many unfilled positions.

Christina McAnea, assistant general 

secretary of the Unison trade union, said 
the new immigration rules “spell absolute 
disaster for the care sector.”

Businesses that employ bakers, 
butchers and baristas are also worried. 
Mark Harrison, policy manager at the 
Food and Drink Federation, urged the 
Conservative government to open up 
an immigration route for entry-level 
workers.

“The food and drink industry is reliant 
on workers at all skill levels,” he said. 
“We have concerns about access to those 
potential employees who won’t qualify 
through these ‘skilled’ routes, such as 
bakery assistants, meat processors, and 
workers essential to the production of 
huge array of basic foodstuffs such as 
cheese, pasta and sausages.”

The government appears unmoved by 
their concerns.

“It is about time businesses started to 
invest in people in this country,” Home 
Secretary Priti Patel said on Wednesday.

The government claims the new rules 
will reduce net immigration from its 
current level of more than 200,000 people 
a year. But it’s unclear whether the 
numbers really will fall.

Jonathan Portes, professor of economics 
and public policy at King’s College 
London, said “most of the impact has 
already happened — migration from the 
EU has dropped sharply” since the 2016 
Brexit referendum. 

A majority of immigrants to Britain 
now come from outside the 27-nation EU 
— and the new rules will actually make 
it easier for them to move to the UK by 
lowering education and salary thresholds.

The government’s plans still need to 
be turned into law, and many questions 
remain about visa fees, paperwork 
and other aspects of the system. 
But Johnson’s Conservatives won a 
substantial majority in Britain’s general 
election in December, so the party has the 
numbers to pass its plan into law.

“If the government delivers on its 
promises to make the new system 
quicker, more efficient, less bureaucratic 
and more user-friendly, it could be 
good news for employers and the wider 
economy,” Portes said. “But that is a very 
big ‘if ’.” — AP 

UK’s visa change aims to 
slash low-skilled workers

BRIEFS

Debris found in 737 MAX jets
SOUTH CAROLINA — Boeing said on Tuesday 

that it found debris contaminating the fuel tanks 
of some 737 Max jets that it built in the past year 
but was unable to deliver to airline customers. 
A Boeing official said the debris was discovered 
in “several” planes but did not give a precise 
number. Boeing built about 400 undelivered 
Max jets before it temporarily halted production 
last month. The fuel tank debris was discovered 
during maintenance on parked planes, and 
Boeing said it immediately made corrections in its 
production system to prevent a recurrence. Those 
steps include more inspections before fuel tanks 
are sealed. — AP

Germany releases Iranian
BERLIN — German officials confirmed on 

Wednesday that a court has ordered the release 
of an Iranian man wanted by the United States, 
but declined to comment on reports that the 
move was part of a prisoner swap with Iran. 
The United States was seeking the extradition 
of Ahmad Khalili, arrested in Germany in 2018, 
in connection with alleged violations of US 
sanctions against Iran. Khalili, who worked for 
Iran’s government-controlled Meraj Air, is alleged 
to have procured Cessna planes and parts for 
delivery to Iran. — AP

Locusts hit Sudan
JUBA — The worst locust outbreak that parts 

of East Africa have seen in 70 years has reached 
South Sudan, a country where roughly half the 
population already faces hunger after years of 
civil war, officials announced on Tuesday. The 
locusts have been seen in Eastern Equatoria 
state near the borders with Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Uganda. All have been affected by the outbreak 
that has been influenced by the changing 
climate in the region. The situation in those three 
countries “remains extremely alarming,” the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organisation said in its 
latest Locust Watch update on Monday. Locusts 
also have reached Sudan, Eritrea, Tanzania and 
more recently Uganda. — AP

Uni looks into abuse claims
ANN ARBOR — Several former patients 

have alleged that a late University of Michigan 
physician sexually abused them during exams, 
with one accuser saying Dr. Robert E. Anderson’s 
actions over several decades made him a “sexual 
predator.” The university in Ann Arbor said in 
a statement on Wednesday that an outside, 
independent investigation has been launched 
into the allegations against Anderson, the former 
director of University Health Service and an 
athletic team physician. He worked at Michigan 
from 1968 until his retirement in 2003. — AP

ALEPPO, Syria — A Syrian 
passenger jet landed in Aleppo 
on Wednesday from Damascus as 
domestic flights resumed between 
Syria’s two largest cities for the first 
time since 2012, while the government 
continued bombarding several rebel-
held towns and villages nearby.

The flight carrying Syrian officials 
and journalists was an important 
symbol that President Bashar Assad’s 
government, with Russian military 
support, has consolidated its control 
over the northwestern province 
of Aleppo and also seized the last 
segments of the strategic M5 highway 
linking Aleppo to Damascus. The 
motorway, under repair, is scheduled 
to reopen in coming days for the first 
time in eight years.

For weeks, government forces have 
been conducting a crushing military 
campaign to recapture the Aleppo 
countryside and parts of neighbouring 
Idlib province, the last rebel-held areas 
in the country. The swift advances 
on multiple fronts have triggered the 
largest single wave of displacement 
in the nine-year civil war, with nearly 1 
million people driven from their homes 
toward the Turkish border.

The suffering has been compounded 
by a bitter winter with freezing 
temperatures, leading to a number 
of deaths among people sheltering 
under plastic tents, in open fields and 

under trees. The advocacy group Save 
the Children reported on Tuesday that 
seven children, including a 7-month-
old, have died in cold and “horrific 
living conditions” in displacement 
camps in northwestern Syria over 
recent weeks.

The UN puts the number of civilians 
displaced since December 1 at more 
than 900,000 — most of them women 
and children. Humanitarian chief Mark 
Lowcock said at least 100 civilians, 35 
of them children, were killed so far in 
February by airstrikes and shelling. He 
said aid efforts are “overwhelmed.”

In New York, the UN’s Syria envoy, 
Geir Pedersen, expressed alarm at the 
“rapid deterioration” in Idlib, and he 
appealed for a cease-fire.

“Young children are dying from cold. 
The potential for more displacement 
and even more catastrophic human 
suffering is apparent as an increasing 
number of people are hemmed into 
an ever-shrinking space,” he told a 
Security Council meeting on Syria. 

Satellite images showed the 
staggering scale of the displacement, 
concentrated within a small space in 
Idlib province near the border with 
Turkey. 

The images from Colorado-based 
Maxar Technologies show a huge 
number of tents and shelters near 
Kafaldin and Deir Hassan. Images from 
the same area a year ago show the 

rapid expansion of the informal camps, 
as hundreds of thousands of people 
scrambled to escape the onslaught. 
The images also show tents near the 
edge of a nearby quarry. 

Airstrikes and shelling were 
reported on Wednesday on several 
rebel-held areas, mostly near the 
towns of Daret Azzeh and Atareb. 
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, an opposition war 

monitoring group, reported more than 
120 airstrikes on Tuesday alone.

The Syrian Civil Defence, an activist 
group, reported that four civilians 
were killed and 18 were wounded in 
Tuesday’s bombardment on several 
parts of Idlib. 

The commercial Syrian Air flight 
landed in Aleppo after a 40-minute 
flight from Damascus and was 
welcomed by a military band on the 

tarmac. Syrian warplanes flew low 
overhead in a show of force and 
celebration. Syrian Tourism Minister 
Rami Radwan Martini and Transport 
Minister Ali Hammoud had earlier 
opened the airport for business.

Hammoud called the opening of the 
airport is a “great joy” for Syrians and 
a “dream” for the ministry. It has been 
closed since 2012 due to fighting after 
Aleppo fell into rebel hands. — AP

SIGH AMID 
SHELLING: 
Syrian officials 
and journalists 
disembark 
a Syrian 
commercial 
plane after it 
landed at Aleppo 
Airport, Syria 
on Wednesday. 
The Syrian 
commercial flight 
on Wednesday 
from Damascus, 
marked the 
resumption of 
internal flights 
between Syria’s 
two largest cities 
for the first time 
since 2012.  
 AP picture

Syria’s Aleppo airport resumes flights as civilians suffer
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420 Gladstone Road • 868 0980
Wide range of takeaway kai, not just hangi

Fish rolls, Scotch fillet burgers, sandwiches,  
Pies - Paua, Seafood & Hangi

+ loads more yummy options

30650-03

Also available

OUT & ABOUT IN GISBORNE

To find out more about this feature contact Jane Smith 869 0617

31175-01

“A UNIQUE 
TASTE, JUST 

BEYOND YOUR 
EXPECTATIONS...”
An award-winning restaurant

www.bollywoodrestaurant.co.nz

355 Gladstone 
Road, gisborne

06 863 2954

Bollywood
Stars

3
1
0
9
2
-0
1Brunch I Lunch I Licensed I Platters

78 Ormond Rd. Ph 021 222 1737
www.ormondroadcafe.co.nz3

1
0
4
4
-0
2

Enjoy everything that’s great about the 
Gisborne Lifestyle at the Ormond Rd Cafe.

Fantastic food, 
great co� ee and an 
amazing location.

www.portoino.co.nz

12-14 PEEL STREET, GISBORNE  

PHONE 868 5700

Open for lunch and dinner

3
0
8
6
0
-0
1

Beautiful Italian food

418 Gladstone Road • Ph 022 341 3076 
30652-01

We cater for all nutritional needs

including Keto, Vegan and gluten-free

3
0
6
0
4
-0
1

26 Gladstone Road  
Phone 867 6442 
www.burgerwisconsin.co.nz

At Burger Wisconsin you can have it all!  
We create guilt-free, fresh and wholesome luxury 
burgers for health-conscious gourmets on the run.

Trading Hours: 5pm to 8.30pm 7 days  
& 12noon to 2pm Tuesday to Saturday

“Try my 
best 

Indian 
food, in 

Gisborne”

3
0
6
0
3
-0
1

Ph 06 863 3232
663 Gladstone Road

Free plain naan on 
presentation of this voucher

Corner Gladstone Road & Reads Quay
06 863 3733 • 7 days - 11am till late

30602-01

WE CRAFT EXCEPTIONAL 
WINE & FOOD

Bushmere Estate, 166 Main Road, Gisborne  I  Phone 868 9317

Come and visit our amazing 
restaurant for lunch, or 
dinner by arrangement. 
Taste the wine straight from 
the cellar door and relax 
among the vines.
Lunch Wed–Sun from 11am
Dinner Thurs–Sat by arrangement 

We also cater for functions, conferences, weddings and special occasions

30601-01
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ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

THE LEGEND OF
BARON TO’A (RP13) 

DAILY 11am, 4pm,
8.30pm
THE CALL OF THE
WILD (PG) DAILY
10.30am, 2.30pm,
6.30pm, 8.40pm
THE PROFESSOR AND
THE MADMAN (M)

DAILY 12.40pm, 5.50pm
EMMA (PG) DAILY
12.40pm, 5.50pm
RICHARD JEWELL (M) 

THU 3.10pm, 8.20pm
FRI 3.10pm
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG
(PG) DAILY 10.30am,
12.30pm, 2pm, 4.30pm
HELEN KELLY:
TOGETHER (TBC) THU-
FRI 10.45am
BIRDS OF PREY (R16) 

DAILY 4pm, 8.30pm
PARASITE (R13) DAILY
3.10pm, 8.20pm
MIDWAY (M) DAILY
1.15pm
1917 (R13) DAILY
6.10pm

*BACK BY DEMAND*
JOJO RABBIT (M) DAILY
11am, 6.15pm
*BOLLYWOOD FILM*
SHUBH MANGAL
ZYADA SAAVDHAN (M)

FRI 8.20pm. One show
only!

Times may vary subject
to late changes

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

This is to notify

WAIRATA
MADDEN,

That your 2016 Ford
Ranger Rego JPG 156
will be sold to recover
costs owing to Dave’s
Discount Towing.

Please contact us
urgently.

Ph 027 361 6874

HAMIORA HEI JR
TRUST

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 

Date: SUNDAY
23 February 2020

Time: 10am
Venue: Marahaehako

Camp Ground,
State Highway 35

RD 3, Opotiki 3199

AGENDA

•  Karakia
•  Apologies
•  Minutes of previous
   AGM
•  Matters arising from
   minutes
•  Chairpersons Report
•  Financial Report
•  Trustee Resignation
•  Nomination of 1
   Trustee
•  Amendment of Trust
   Deed
•  Beneficiary Loans
   Omarumutu
•  Lease agreements
•  Urupa section
•  Education Grants
•  Sustainability
   programs for
   whenua & moana
•  Camping Ground
•  Farm (Stock &
   Fencing)
•  General Business
•  Karakia
   Whakamutunga

POVERTY BAY
RUGBY FOOTBALL

UNION AGM

1st April, 2020, 6pm

Referees Rooms at
Rugby Park

BUSINESS:

•  Consideration of the
Statement of
Accounts of the
Union and the
Auditor’s Report;

•  Appointment of
officers;

•  Consideration of any
remit submitted by
any Club and in
respect of which
proper notice has
been given;

•  Consideration of any
remit submitted by
the Board;

•  Remuneration (if
any) of Members of
the Board.
Poverty Bay Rugby

Football Union
74 Grey St, Gisborne

06 868 9968

MOTEL Cleaner re-
quired, casual, must
have cleaning ex-
perience. Ph/text 021
141 0852.

PLASTERING
SURFACE

PREPARATION  

White Pointer Boats
build Custom
Aluminum Boats here
in Gisborne.

Painting and coatings
are a vital component to
our production.

We are requiring a
person with the skills of
Plastering, Masking,
Sanding and spraying
primer coats.

This could be a new
challenge and open up a
wider range of skills
and an end product that
is hugely satisfying.

Text or call for more
details.  Rex Briant

027 4834 316

CASUAL
RECEPTIONIST

REQUIRED

To join our busy
practice. We are
looking for Per-
sonality plus and
great customer
service. Medtech 32
experience is an
advantage but not
necessary as training
will be provided.

Please send CV and
cover letter to :

nancy.lofts@
delautourmedical.co.nz

 or

 PO Box 3050,
Gisborne

Applications close
Friday 21 February

2020.

A L T E R A T I O N S .
Renovations & build
work. Ph 027 361 8863.

ELECTRICIAN . All
works certified. 10%
off hourly rate. Paul,
0226 783 024.

F E N C I N G , exp.
immed start. Ph Kevin
Campbell, 06 867 0602.

HOUSE plans drawn,
alterations, extensions.
Ph 0273 618 863.

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.

PAINTER  interior/-
exterior. Ph Matt 027
967 6298.

MAKARAKA
STORE &
BAKERY

Permanent position
available – Minimum
30 hours per week
including weekends –
store hours
4.30am-7pm, applicants
must be able to work
within these hours –
any experience in
customer service, food
handling or a qualified
barista may be an
advantage – if you are
hard working, honest,
reliable and looking for
long-term work please
email your cv to:

msb@makaraka.co.nz

BUY now. 2m3 Pine
$120, 4m3 $220, 6m3
$320, 8m3 $430, 12m3
$640, short logs unsplit
20m3 $250. Mac’s
Wood. Ph 862 8876.

M A N U K A , Gum,
Macrocarpa. www.the
firewoodguy.nz

MOTOR bike trailer,
hardly used $1700. Ph
027 724 8564.

EATING grapes ready
now. 154 Tucker Rd,
8.30am-5.30pm, 7 days
a week.

NASHI
P L U M S also. Bruce
Estate Orchard www.
nashigisborne.com for
directions and what’s in
season. Open 7 days
7.30am til 6.30pm.

TEESDALE Orchard
is now open. New
season’s apples, Bon
Chretien pears, peaches,
nectarines & plums,
tomatoes, sweetcorn &
squash pumpkins, &
much more. Pea hay
available. Back Ormond
Rd. Open 7 days.
Eftpos available.

10 jars, 4½L, with lids,
ideal winemaking, $20
the lot. Ph 868 9922.

2 X sun umbrellas,
green/white, 34", $5ea.
Glass top coffee table,
34 x 50cm, $25. Rimu
table, 79cm x 125cm,
$200. Electric knife
$10. Round pedastal
table $25. Ph 867 2701.

BOYS 12" bike with
trainer wheels $20. 4x
15" 5 stud alloy mag
wheels & tyres, 33%
tread, $80 firm. 5x 5
stud alloy 14" mag
wheels & tyres off 1995
Ford Telstar wagon,
$350 the set. Boys 25"
18spd mountain bike,
front susp $80. AB
wave machine,
exercycle, treadmill
$120 the lot ono. Man’s
24spd mountain bike,
all extras $225 firm.
Man’s Milazo full susp
24spd mountain bike
$160. No texts. Ph 0204
162 9388.

GGHS jacket size 14
ex. Condition $80. Ph
027 7565 809.

GOLF balls x 46 $20
the lot. 021 6265 7132.

JIGSAWS 1000pc, 4
complete, gc. $4 each.
Ph 867 9750.

M A S P O R T Home
Gardener rotary hoe,
boom out front type,
Briggs & Stratton,
excell cond, $550 ono.
Ph 0274 130 893.

SODA stream with 6
bottles $25. Ph 868
9922.

M O T O R M O W E R ,
Briggs & Stratton,
aluminium body, plastic
catcher, starts easy,
runs well, $100. Ph 868
6603.

PAINT - Steelite Roof,
10 litre, Brunswick
Green, barely used
$130 (new $190). Ph
867 7346.

MAN’S Repco 24spd
full susp mountain bike,
disc brakes front & rear,
good order $225 firm.
Man’s East Coast full
susp 18spd mountain
bike $160 firm. Man’s
GT 24spd mountain
bike, front susp $160.
Man’s Subtracks 24spd
mountain bike with ex-
tras $195 firm. Re-
chargable weedeater
$40. No texts. Ph 0204
162 9388

MASPORT 4 stroke
lawnmower with catch-
er $60. High voltage tri
fin surfboard & wetsuit
$160. Schwin 3 wheel
pneumatic trike $80.
Dora Explorer trike
$25. Child’s trike $15.
Electric wok $10. Ba-
bies change table with
bath $40. Drift trike
$60. Childcare 3 wheel
mountain buggy $40.
Battery powered Ride-
on Hummer truck $160
firm. Large wooden
Walt Disney wall hang-
ing $20. Girls pink
rocking horse with
sound $30. Pink 3
wheel Rider Strider mo-
torbike $10. Large sil-
ver exercise ball $20.
Dehumidifier in box
$80. No texts. Ph 0204
162 9388.

PAINT, Steelite Roof,
10 litres, Brunswick
Green. Barely used.
$130. New $190. Ph
027 2634 545.

VODAPHONE station
still in box $20, bag of
trawling netting $10,
santa jacket for small
dog $5, lg heavy duty
padlock $10, 6 cloth
material place mats,
pastel pink $5, 20 pairs
pillow cases gc $15 the
lot, unisex gumboots
size 11, red, $5, small
desk bureau $10 ono,
set 4-drawers black, $5;
tupperware cups with
lids $5 each, 2
bambillow pillows, gc
$100 ono. Ph 06 2810
036.

W I Fi plus workout
games in box $160.
McCulloch chainsaw,
good order $140 firm.
Briggs & Stratton easy
start lawnmower with
catcher, like new $180
firm. Torpedo 118CC
lawnmower with catch-
er $180 firm. Vaccum
cleaner $25. Bagless
vaccum cleaner $60.
Girls Milazo 16" bike
with trainer wheels $50.
Girls Diamond Back
16" bike with trainer
wheel $60. Boys Ra-
leigh Gravity 16" BMX,
like new, all extras $80
firm. Huffy boys 16"
BMX with trainer
wheels $60 firm. No
texts. Ph 0204 162 9388

VILLA or Bungalow in
need of restoration
wanted, Whataupoko
area. Cash buyer. Ph
Gavin or Donna, 027
7477 240.

4 bedroom, Wainui
school zoned. Long-
term $490pw + bond.
Refs req. 021 131 7990.

ALICE in Wonderland.
021 158 4592. Service
with a smile.

KARMA. Sexy Maori,
beautiful service. Ph
022 674 1860.

ROCHELLE. Natural
beauty. Maori/Scottish
lady. Ph 0210 505 947.

Entertainment

NOTICE BOARD

Meetings

Meetings

Public Notices

Work Wanted

Situations
Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations
Vacant

Situations
Vacant

Situations
Vacant

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

For Sale

Fruit and 
Produce

Readers
Bargains

Readers
Bargains

PROPERTY

Real Estate

To Let or Lease

AT YOUR SERVICE

Readers
Bargains

Private Escorts

FARMING

Livestock

Readers Bargains
Sell your unwanted used property in the Readers’ Bargains section of 

the Classifi ed Ads. It’s FREE (conditions apply).

Advertisements received by 8am Monday to Friday, will appear for 

three days, beginning on the publishing day following receipt.

Name: .................................................Phone: ...............................

Details: ...........................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

Conditions of Acceptance

• Items must be used
• Price must be included
• Total price of items must not exceed $1000
• Contact details must be included in advertisement
• Commercial advertisements will not be accepted

Phone: 869 0601     •     Fax: 869 0644

Or our Online Readers Bargains link: 

www.gisborneherald.co.nz

P.O. Box 1143, 64 Gladstone Road, Gisborne

You can sell 
anything by 
advertising

Classifieds 869 0601

Business 869 0616

PHARMACY ASSISTANT 
0.6 FTE

We welcome applications for a Pharmacy Assistant 

for this part-time position and are able to allow 

some fl exibility of hours that would fi t school 

hours. The ideal candidate will be able to work 

each day for 24 hours per week or 0.6 FTE.

We are a small supportive team committed to 

excellence in providing pharmacy services to 

people in Gisborne Hospital.

The assistant role is a key component of this service 

and we are looking for a cheerful, committed 

person with good communication skills who likes 

working as part of a team, learning new things 

and providing excellent customer service.

For further information about this position, please 

contact Christel McDonald on christel.mcdonald@

tdh.org.nz 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
ORAL HEALTH SERVICE 
0.8 FTE

Our dedicated, supportive and innovative team is 

looking for a Dental Assistant with a ‘whatever it 

takes’ and a positive ‘can do’ attitude.

We are focused on improving equity and providing 

a quality Oral Health Service to our community.

The ideal applicant will have experience in working 

with children and adolescents and a strong interest 

in dental/oral health.

We are looking for a team player; who is fl exible, 

self motivated, and has proven organisational & 

communication skills. On the  job training will be 

provided. A full driver’s license is essential.

All applicants are subjected to a police screen.

For further information regarding this exciting 

opportunity, please contact Anne Hu on 

02102723843 or email anne.hu@tdh.org.nz

Closing date: 23 February 2020

Apply online www.hauoratairawhiti.org.nz

The District Health Board of Gisborne/Tairawhiti

Matawhero Sheep
Friday 21st Feb 

2020
10am

812 Sheep 
Comprising:

  60 Prime sheep
150 Prime MS lbs
  60 Ewes
250 Ewe lbs
100 Romney ewe lbs
100 MS terminal x 

lbs
  80 MS lbs
  12 MS Merino lbs
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 *Payments based on no deposit over 60 months and include a $375 establishment fee and a $5 monthly account fee. The total amount payable can be calculated by multiplying the payment shown by 260. The 
interest rate for the term of the loan is fi xed. All fi nance contracts subject to Finance Company Approval. This offer does not apply to any other specials/sales promotions. Four year warranty available with purchase 

and does not apply to taxis, couriers or rentals and incorporates a $100 excess per claim. Odometer checks do not apply to our budget car division, NZ new or digital speedos. This offer expires 5pm, 27/02/20.

Trevor Braybrook
Sales Consultant
027 475 8747

Tyler Prosser
Sales Consultant
027 728 2472

Denver Chetty
Sales Consultant
027 2883 886

Marshall Walker
Manager

027 871 0040
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KEVIN HOLLIS GLASS

ENTERPRISE MOTOR GROUP OUTLET
CENTRE

2013 FORD RANGER XL2014 MAZDA BT50 GSX

*$26,990
WAS $29,990

3.2 litre turbo diesel, auto, tuf-deck, towbar, 
hardlid, great utility

3.2 litre, turbo diesel, manual, 4WD, 
great hard-working ute

3200cc diesel turbo, auto, alloys, canopy, roof 
racks, deckliner, towbar, Bluetooth

3.2 litre turbo diesel, 4WD, auto, very nice ute 
with ample power to boot!

2008 NISSAN NOTE 2010 SUZUKI SWIFT 2007 SUBARU IMPREZA 2010 SUBARU LEGACY

*$6900 + 
ORC

WAS $7985
*$8650 + 

ORC

WAS $9985
*$8490 + 

ORC

WAS $9485

2010 SUBARU LEGACY
1.5 litre, auto, very economical hatch, great 
price

1.3 litre auto, very economical hatch, stunning 
colour, very aff ordable

1.5 litre auto, sporty looking hatch, very 
economical

2.5 litre auto, AWD, great looking family 
wagon, ample space, great value

*$8590 + 
ORC

WAS $9985

2009 MAZDA DEMIO SPORT 2006 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 2006 HONDA ELYSION

*$9985 + 
ORC

NOW

1.5 litre, auto, economical hatch, great-
looking, sporty little number

2.4 litre auto, 7 seater, 4WD, great looking 
family size SUV

3 litre V6 auto, 8 seater family van, great looking, 
ample room, get in quick

2012 FORD RANGER XLT 4WD

Online finance applications – please apply via www.enterpriseoutletcentre.co.nz

FUEL
VOUCHER
With Every Vehicle Sold This Month From The Outlet Centre

4 YEAR 
WARRANTY

Incl In Weekly Payments

OPEN
7 DAYS

EASY FINANCE 

NO DEPOSITFROM T.A.P

$500FREE

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

$76.53pw

$54.11pw

$70.92pw

$63.43pw $62.53pw

$76.53pw

$63.09pw

$68.73pw

*$10,985
NOW

2 litre auto, economical, sport wagon, alloys, tints, roof rack, roof storage

2010 MAZDA ATENZA SPORT

2.3 litre auto, 7 seater family van, very aff ordable

$31.70pw

HONDA ODYSSEY

*$6980
WAS $8985

2005 TOYOTA WISH Z

2 litre auto, 7 seater station wagon, 
Economical, very aff ordable

BENEFICIARIES 
BLEMISHED 

CREDIT 
LEARNER’S 

LICENCE 
APPLY TODAY 

Conditions Apply

TRADE-INS 
WELCOME

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

*$9985 + 
ORC

NOW

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

$70.92pw2012 NISSAN NOTE
1200cc auto, very economical, compact yet very 
spacious, value for money

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

*$28,900
WAS $30,530

ample room, get in quick

+ 
ORC

$54.06pw

$76

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

NOW
*$1O,985 + 

ORC

NOW
*$9595 + 

ORC

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

*$32,860
NOW

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

*$33,990
WAS $34,990

NO DEPOSITNO DEPOSIT
NO DEPOSIT

NO DEPOSIT

$31

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

WAS $4495
*$3490+ 

ORC

2009 MAZDA MPV

2.3 litre auto, 8 seater family wagon, great look

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

FREE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

$70.92pw

*$9985
NOW

+ 
ORC

2015 FORD RANGER XLT



Canterbury races at Riccarton Park  Friday  Jetbet 6  TAB Doubles 2-3, 4-5, 6-7  Trebles 2-3-4, 5-6-7  Quaddies 1-2-3-4, 4-5-6-7  Place6 2-7

1 NZB Insurance Pearl Series 1.02
 $10,000, maiden f&m, 1200m

 1 24344 Exclaim  (1)  57.5 54  Y Y Chew (a4)
 2 9s02 Sunny Lady  (10)  57.5 52   (a3)
 3 00323 Easy On The Eye  (9)  57 54  D Prastiyou 
 4 97s32 Just A Girl  (3)  57 53  C Johnson 
 5 00327 Our Rosette  (4)  57 52  T Moseley 
 6 s4394 Clubcard  (5)  57 51  S Wynne 

 7 525s9 Sombra Deamor  (12)  57 51  
    T Comignaghi 
 8 04s Youneverknow  (11)  57 50  B Murray 
 9 97s Elle Makfi  (2)  57 47  K Chowdhoory (a2)
 10 0 Madam Sequoia  (6)  57 46  
    J Fawcett (a1)
 11 00570 Bella Eve  (7)  57 45  R Mudhoo (a2)
 12  Vardon Road  (8)  57 45  K Asano (a2)

2 Punters Challenge 4 April  1.37
 $10,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1200m

 1 34262 Mediterranean Star  (6)  60 65  
    K Asano (a2)
 2 77105 Admiral Rous  (7)  58 61  K Williams 
 3 57620 Where Angels Walk  (10)  57.5 64  
    R Mudhoo (a2)
 4 145 Rocket Ship  (5)  57 63   (a3)
 5 s3860 Swiss Eire  (1)  57 59  T Comignaghi 
 6 9340s Reliable Glow  (2)  56.5 62  
    K Chowdhoory (a2)
 7 393s4 Skaaboom  (4)  56.5 62  S Wynne 
 8 50485 Lincoln Zephyr  (8)  56 57  
    C Campbell (a1)
 9 13776 Miss Tilly Winks  (9)  55.5 60  
    J Fawcett (a1)
 10 8600s Sainted Pearl  (11)  55 59  Y Y Chew (a4)
 11 00700 Iffida  (3)  54 55  T Moseley 

3 Daphne Bannan Memorial 2.12
 $11,000, rating 72 benchmark, 1800m

 1 46333 Pinup Coup  (2)  59 72  K Chowdhoory (a2)
 2 50845 Tuilana  (5)  58 70  S Wynne 
 3 04130 Red River Rock  (1)  56.5 67  K Asano (a2)
 4 32766 Pop ‘n’ Rock  (6)  56.5 63  K Williams 
 5 s6180 Shock And Awe  (3)  54 60  J Fawcett (a1)
 6 169s0 Sulu Sea  (4)  54 58  T Comignaghi 

4 Canterbury Equine Clinic 2.47
 $10,000, maiden, 1800m

 1 95223 Five Princes  (7)  58.5 54  C Johnson 
 2 039s5 Whereabouts  (6)  58.5 50  K Mudhoo 
 3 44557 Mr Fahrenheit  (9)  58.5 49  T Moseley 
 4 00007 Artic Warrior  (1)  58.5 45  B Murray 
 5 00s80 Chorister  (4)  58.5 45  B Morgenrood 
 6 s3799 Grab The Bar  (3)  58.5 45  J Fawcett (a1)
 7 20674 Chitter Chat  (12)  56.5 50  K Williams 
 8 0s904 Volvik  (11)  56.5 50  S Wynne 
 9 53s70 Rockwithme  (5)  56.5 49  K Asano (a2)
 10 — Secretaria SCRATCHED

 11 03696 Star Wars Princess  (8)  56.5 45  
    C Campbell (a1)
 12 78220 Vivace Lady  (2)  56 53  T Comignaghi 
 13 8382 Zipitsweetie  (10)  56 53  
    K Chowdhoory (a2)

5 Clare Yardley Barrister 3.21
 $10,000, maiden, 1400m

 1 95242 Hombre  (8)  58.5 54  C Johnson 
 2 08626 Resuscitate  (11)  58.5 51  B Morgenrood 
 3 09367 Bogatyr  (6)  58.5 50  K Williams 
 4 48s47 Mr Tool  (9)  58.5 49   (a3)
 5 06808 Jiminy Cricket  (4)  58.5 45  
    R Beeharry (a3)
 6 6s Keep Quiet  (5)  58 47  K Asano (a2)
 7 7s650 Yannick  (1)  58 46  L Callaway 
 8 0 My Sova  (2)  58 45  T Comignaghi 
 9 40534 Recommended Flight  (14)  56.5 52  
    S Wynne 
 10 5s563 Athene  (13)  56.5 51  T Moseley 
 11 s0340 Te Mokopuna  (7)  56.5 50  
    C Campbell (a1)
 12  Dancing In The Sky  (3)  56.5 45  
    R Mudhoo (a2)
 13 00 Fionnuala  (12)  56.5 45  J Anderson (a4)
 14 8s90 Just A Promiss  (10)  56 45  
    J Fawcett (a1)

6 Walker Davey Searells Ltd 3.57
 $10,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 2000m

 1 75821 Effervescent  (10)  59 63  B Murray 
 2 63745 Head Office  (5)  59 63  T Moseley 

 3 55310 Jack Be Quick  (8)  58 62  C Johnson 
 4 30080 Iskander  (3)  58 61  L Callaway 
 5 07726 Run Forrest Run  (9)  56 57  
    R Beeharry (a3)
 6 043s5 Baby Menaka  (4)  55.5 60  
    C Campbell (a1)
 7 03002 Sure Is  (6)  55 59  T Comignaghi 
 8 07847 Prediction  (7)  55 55  K Asano (a2)
 9 46098 Producer  (2)  55 55  R Mudhoo (a2)
 10 s8669 Shaz The Bank  (1)  54 55  D Prastiyou 

7 Racecourse Hotel & Motor Lodge 4.37
 $10,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1600m

 1 80232 Augustace  (2)  60 65   (a3)
 2 19064 Charlie Awesome  (7)  58.5 63  
    K Asano (a2)
 3 02339 Highly Unlikely  (8)  58 61  
    K Chowdhoory (a2)
 4 61808 Monash  (5)  57.5 60  T Comignaghi 
 5 05207 Ataahuadreamsrfree  (1)  56.5 62  
    BB Hong (a3)
 6 588s7 Mamba  (4)  55 59  K Mudhoo 
 7 63085 Miss Tanira  (6)  54.5 58  S Wynne 
 8 169s0 Sulu Sea  (3)  54.5 58  T Moseley 
 9 73900 Fine And Dandee  (10)  54 57  
    R Mudhoo (a2)
 10 3s800 Stirling Lady  (9)  54 55  C Johnson 

Selections
Race 1: SUNNY LADY, EXCLAIM, JUST A GIRL

Race 2: MEDITERRANEAN STAR, ROCKET SHIP,  

 MISS TILLY WINKS

Race 3: PINUP COUP, POP ‘N’ ROCK, RED RIVER ROCK

Race 4: ZIPITSWEETIE, FIVE PRINCES,  

 STAR WARS PRINCESS

Race 5: HOMBRE, RESUSCITATE, RECOMMENDED FLIGHT

Race 6: SURE IS, EFFERVESCENT, BABY MENAKA

Race 7: CHARLIE AWESOME, AUGUSTACE, HIGHLY UNLIKELY

 Legend: T – Won at track. C – Won at this distance on this course. D – Won at this distance on another course. M – Won in slow or heavy going. B – Beaten favourite at last start. H – Trained on track. N – Won at  
 night. S – Spell of three months. F – Fell. P – Pulled up. L – Lost rider. TV – Featured on Trackside TV. 

Cambridge harness at Cambridge  Friday  Jetbet 5  TAB D. 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11  T. 1-2-3, 5-6-7, 9-10-11  Q. 2-3-4-5, 8-9-10-11  PL6 6-11

1 1-day.co.nz Pace 5.24
$8000, non-winners & mr40. mobile, 2200m

 1 s7920 Prop Rock  (Fr) 1 Kimberley Blakemore
 2 77085 Nicky Jay  (Fr) 2 Todd Mitchell

 3 — Ticktockpocketwatch SCRATCHED

 4 36788 Reckon Im Smart  (Fr) 3 David Butcher

 5 — We Have A Mach Two SCRATCHED

 6 73 Sumatime Kiwi  (Fr) 4 Peter Ferguson
 7 767s Alexia Rose  (Fr) 5 Dylan Ferguson
 8 75464 Comedy Act  (Fr) 6 Fergus Schumacher
 9 60427 Manhattan Sunshine  (Fr) 21 
    Tony Cameron
 10  Sheza Honey  (Fr) 22 Nicky Chilcott
 11 s5795 Chillysjustashadow  (Fr) 23 
    Zachary Butcher
 12 s0099 Patagonian Princess  (Fr) U1 
    Alicia Harrison

2 Mindfood Magazine Pace 5.52
$8000, 4yo+ r60. jun.d mobile, 2700m

 1 — Jackhammer Joe SCRATCHED

 2 76199 Betterbebetter  (Fr) 1 Luke Whittaker
 3 s30s5 Lagertha  (Fr) 2 Craig Smith
 4 06790 Edamfast  (Fr) 3 Fergus Schumacher
 5 32144 Brookies Jaffa  (Fr) 4 Tyler Dewe
 6 13223 Olivia Rachel  (Fr) 5 Alicia Harrison
 7 s8791 Madame Connoistre  (Fr) 6 Kaleb Bublitz
 8 55641 Mac’s Tomado  (Fr) 7 Dylan Ferguson
 9 93212 Benjamin Button  (Fr) U1 
    Jonathan Cowden

3 Comvita Pace 6.22
$8000, non-winners 3yo+. mobile, 2200m

 1 86s22 Euphoria  (Fr) 1 Sheridan Rapley
 2 8 Tuscon Tiger  (Fr) 2 Steven Reid
 3 9 Scottish Poacher  (Fr) 3 Matthew White
 4 3386 The Situation  (Fr) 4 Tony Cameron
 5  Hugo George  (Fr) 5 Tony Herlihy
 6 36462 Hawthornden Hunk  (Fr) 6 Peter Ferguson
 7 892s9 Ideal Lincoln  (Fr) 7 Dylan Ferguson
 8 60045 Godziller  (Fr) 8 Rodney Frampton
 9  Dress Sense  (Fr) 21 Todd Mitchell
 10 9 Gouda  (Fr) 22 Maurice McKendry
 11 27385 Super Actor  (Fr) 23 Andre Poutama
 12 90283 Blake  (Fr) U1 Gary Gillies

4 White Salon  Pace 6.51
$8000, 3yo+ r40-r49. mobile, 2200m

 1 30751 Major Blink  (Fr) 1 John Robinson
 2 — Better Than Most SCRATCHED

 3 98886 Mr Incredible  (Fr) 2 Jay Abernethy
 4 0s024 Jackhammer Joe  (Fr) 3 Nathan Delany
 5 06508 Drum Withers  (Fr) 4 Maurice McKendry
 6 80025 Rainbow Wiri  (Fr) 5 Leo Maher
 7 9750P Allonblack  (Fr) 6 Nicky Chilcott
 8 57453 Lynton Creek  (Fr) 7 David Butcher

 9 86666 Down The Hatch  (Fr) 21 Benjamin Butcher
 10 99383 Sarabi  (Fr) 22 Scott Phelan
 11 40P02 To Sir With Love  (Fr) 23 Alicia Harrison
 12 20040 Itsthefinalcountdown  (Fr) 24 
    Kyle Marshall
 13 P70Ps Deer Hunter  (Fr) U1 Dylan Ferguson

5 Flair Trot 7.21
$8500, r45-r68, w/c special handicap stand, 
2700m

 1 6313 Mums Star  (Fr) 1 Andre Poutama
 2 24412 Still Eyre  (Fr) 2 Dylan Ferguson
 3 32710 Manchester On Fire  (Fr) 3 Todd Mitchell
 4 48467 Danke  (Fr) 4 Geoff Martin
 5 61370 The Last Gamble  (Fr) 5 Dale Moore
 6 39214 Battle Commander  (Fr) U1 Brett Edwards
 7 P5071 Skee King  (Fr) U2 Fergus Schumacher
 8 64435 Fira  (10) 1 Scott Phelan
 9 41568 Tears Of Joy  (10) 2 Zachary Butcher
 10 42321 Presidential Jewel  (Em1) (10) 3 
    Joshua I Dickie
 11 73086 Luck Of The Moment  (10) 4 
    James Stormont
 12 51822 Natty Pagger  (10) U1 Tony Cameron
 13 08504 Our Spitfire  (10) U2 Maurice McKendry
 14 44343 Need Luck  (40) U1 Benjamin Butcher
 15 44282 The Hulk  (40) U2 Sailesh Abernethy

6 Dinny Johnston Waikato Guineas 7.51
$20,000, 3yo r70. mobile, 2200m

 1 55112 On A Roll  (Fr) 1 Sailesh Abernethy
 2 21671 Need You Now  (Fr) 2 Peter Ferguson
 3 33s28 Texas Tiger  (Fr) 3 Andre Poutama
 4 — Rough And Ready SCRATCHED

 5 21324 South Coast Arden  (Fr) 4 Brent Mangos
 6 s2172 Eagle Watch  (Fr) 5 Matthew White
 7 — Man Of Action SCRATCHED

 8 46248 Bad To The Bone  (Fr) 6 Zachary Butcher
 9 0015 Jack Ryan  (Fr) 21 Shane E Butcher

 10 68312 Patronus Star  (Fr) 22 Maurice McKendry
 11 12114 Cruzee Mach  (Fr) 23 Benjamin Butcher
 12 62086 Tommy Lincoln  (Fr) 24 David Butcher

7 Waikato Trotting Breeders Stks 8.21
$30,000, r50+ f&m discretionary handicap 
stand, 2700m

 1 74763 Safrakova  (Fr) 1 Luk Chin
 2 s6190 Lady Be Good  (Fr) 2 Kyle Marshall
 3 42321 Presidential Jewel  (10) 1 Joshua I Dickie
 4 031s3 Molly Bones  (10) 2 David Butcher
 5 05001 Monkey Selfie  (10) U1 Nicky Chilcott
 6 16352 She Reigns  (30) U1 Dylan Ferguson
 7 72121 Pretty Majestic  (50) 1 Peter Ferguson
 8 24917 Sunny Glenis  (50) 2 Scott Phelan
 9 s2314 Tickle Me Pink  (50) 3 Tony Herlihy
 10 34812 Kenny’s Dream  (50) 4 Tony Cameron

8 Black Dog Waikato Bop Cup 8.51
$15,000, 3yo+ r55-r71 discretionary handicap 
stand, 2700m

 1 s2331 L L Cool J  (Fr) 1 Taitlyn Hanara
 2 43464 Bugalugs  (Fr) 2 Peter Ferguson
 3 25555 Fleeting Grin  (Fr) 3 James Stormont
 4 91057 Comic Book Hero  (10) 1 Dylan Ferguson
 5 66343 About Turn  (10) 2 Zachary Butcher
 6 14237 Callie’s Delight  (10) 3 Joshua I Dickie
 7 34s19 Mach Little Soaky  (10) U1 Matthew White
 8 3750s Red Reactor  (20) 1 Sean McCaffrey
 9 35s06 Racketeers Boy  (20) 2 David Butcher
 10 31712 American Me  (20) 3 Jay Abernethy
 11 72641 Shillelagh  (20) 4 Maurice McKendry

9 Auto Trail Pace 9.21
$8000, r50-r55 w/c. mobile, 2200m

 1 61 Viva Las Vegas  (Fr) 1 Dylan Ferguson
 2 2 Mailman  (Fr) 2 Tony Herlihy
 3 50519 Emmber  (Fr) 3 Matthew White

 4 42196 Bettor Get It On  (Fr) 4 Benjamin Butcher
 5 s9s17 Marianna Bromac  (Fr) 5 Andre Poutama
 6 05317 Rough And Ready  (Fr) 6 Scott Phelan
 7 74759 Sarandon  (Fr) 7 Shane E Butcher
 8 04219 Dametoro  (Fr) 8 David Butcher
 9 1 Giddy Heights  (Fr) 21 Maurice McKendry
 10 39021 Panda Girl  (Fr) 22 Phillip Jeffries
 11 — Forwardy SCRATCHED

 12 48212 Bankers Gold  (Fr) 23 Sean McCaffrey
 13 60s42 Ocean Beach  (Fr) 24 Peter Ferguson

10 Dunstan Horse Feeds Pace 9.51
$8000, 3yo+ r51-r59. mobile, 2200m

 1 45693 Kolovos  (Fr) 1 Sailesh Abernethy
 2 84707 Vanhalem  (Fr) 2 Andre Poutama
 3 95309 J Bee  (Fr) 3 David Butcher
 4 196s3 Dun It Bad  (Fr) 4 Craig Jamieson
 5 99741 Starry Star  (Fr) 5 Zachary Butcher
 6 96912 Tempo Rose  (Fr) 6 Shane E Butcher
 7 41145 Underthesouthernsun  (Fr) 7 Tony Herlihy
 8 92944 Flying Steps  (Fr) 8 Benjamin Butcher

11 Quiz Night @ The Races 4/3 Trot 10.16
$8000, non-winners & up-r45 w/c special 
handicap stand, 2200m

 1 69790 Wishing Crystal  (Fr) 1 Jay Abernethy
 2 087 Heston Hall  (Fr) 2 Brent Mangos
 3 — Queen Of Strathfield SCRATCHED

 4 24928 Strength Of Heart  (Fr) 3 Andre Poutama
 5 06 Pegasus Speed  (Fr) 4 Peter Ferguson
 6 504 High In The Sky  (Fr) 5 Michelle Wallis
 7 83064 Isaac H  (Fr) U1 Zachary Butcher
 8 857s5 Griffins Hall  (Fr) U2 Dylan Ferguson
 9 857s6 Chinski  (Fr) U3 Sean McCaffrey
 10 — Uncle Louis SCRATCHED

 11 75958 Majestic Stride  (30) 1 Phillip Jeffries
 12 68s78 Sunny Pegasus  (30) 2 James Stormont
 13 79245 Rave Nation  (30) 3 Sailesh Abernethy
 14 65606 Savitskaya  (30) U1 Luk Chin

Selections
Race 1: ALEXIA ROSE, MANHATTAN SUNSHINE,  

 SUMATIME KIWI

Race 2: OLIVIA RACHEL, BROOKIES JAFFA, MAC’S TOMADO

Race 3: THE SITUATION, EUPHORIA, HAWTHORNDEN HUNK

Race 4: DOWN THE HATCH, TO SIR WITH LOVE,  

 MAJOR BLINK

Race 5: THE HULK, NEED LUCK, PRESIDENTIAL JEWEL

Race 6: SOUTH COAST ARDEN, PATRONUS STAR,  

 NEED YOU NOW

Race 7: TICKLE ME PINK, PRETTY MAJESTIC,  

 KENNY’S DREAM

Race 8: AMERICAN ME, L L COOL J, ABOUT TURN

Race 9: EMMBER, MAILMAN, GIDDY HEIGHTS

Race 10: UNDERTHESOUTHERNSUN, KOLOVOS,  

 FLYING STEPS

Race 11: CHINSKI, RAVE NATION, SAVITSKAYA

Invercargill harness at Invercargill  Friday  Jetbet 7  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 8-9-10  Q. 2-3-4-5, 7-8-9-10  PL6 5-10

1 Zilco Products Pace 3.40
$10,000, non-winners 3yo+ f&m mr40 to 
mr47. mobile, 2200m

 1 000s0 Kennington Girl  (Fr) 1 Rory McIlwrick
 2 44096 A Smidgen More  (Fr) 2 Nathan Williamson
 3 28s09 Arizona Doll  (Fr) 3 John Morrison
 4 2500s Miss Ivy  (Fr) 4 Brad Williamson
 5 50988 Bub’s VC  (Fr) 5 Andrew Armour
 6 47827 Von Art  (Fr) 6 Craig Ferguson
 7 99664 Crosso’s Cullect  (Fr) 7 Blair Orange
 8 9030s Smokin Annie  (Fr) 8 Brendon McLellan
 9 90P Millwood Cleopatra  (Fr) 21 Terry Chmiel
 10 5808s Change Up Dulc  (Fr) 22 Allan Beck
 11 s0008 Sweet Chilli  (Fr) U1 Kieran McNaught

2 ILT Raceday 1st March 4.06
$8000, r40-r50. mobile, 2200m

 1 07608 Myrcella  (Fr) 1 Colin Lee

 2 55097 Pick Six Telf  (Fr) 2 Brent Barclay

 3 32218 Mighty George  (Fr) 3 Ellie Barron

 4 45740 Kagee VC  (Fr) 4 Brad Williamson

 5 00300 Dismara  (Fr) 5 Mark Hurrell

 6 18234 The White Rabbit  (Fr) 6 Kirk Larsen

 7 60783 Lock It In Eddie  (Fr) 7 Nathan Williamson

 8 46817 Indulgence  (Fr) 8 Matthew Williamson

 9 24752 Stay Aboard  (Fr) 21 Sheree Tomlinson

 10 07626 Better Galleon  (Fr) 22 John Morrison

 11 78680 Franco Riot  (Fr) 23 Kirstin Barclay

 12 00595 Nightmarch  (Fr) 24 Kieran McNaught

 13 69903 Magnetic Watch  (Fr) 25 

    Shane Walkinshaw

 14 99837 Delight  (Fr) 26 Blair Orange

3 Andover Hall @ Nevele R Stud Trot 4.33
$10,000, non-winners 3yo+ stand, 2700m

 1 90 Regal Glide  (Fr) 1 Gary McEwan

 2 60566 The Power Broker  (Fr) 2 Kieran McNaught

 3 55785 Whangamata  (Fr) 3 Brendon McLellan

 4 9s9s9 Mr Olympus  (Fr) 4 Ellie Barron

 5 9s2 My Moment’s Now  (Fr) 5 

    Matthew Williamson

 6 73435 Brandy And Dry  (Fr) 6 Brent Barclay

 7 28 Andover The Keys  (Fr) 7 Kirk Larsen

 8 682s2 T Bone Rawhide  (Fr) U1 

    Nathan Williamson

 9 78027 Slainte  (Fr) U2 Brad Williamson

 10 Ps070 Bonnies Delight  (Fr) U3 Blair Orange

 11 08689 Kiwi Heir  (Fr) U4 Rory McIlwrick

4 Invercargill Workouts Pace 4.58
$8000, non-winners 3yo+ mr40 to mr46. 
mobile, 2200m

 1 54638 The Naenae Express  (Fr) 1 Rory McIlwrick
 2 000s0 Battle Axe  (Fr) 2 Nathan Williamson
 3 00600 Woolfie Mac  (Fr) 3 Allan Beck
 4 79526 I’m Watching You  (Fr) 4 
    Matthew Williamson
 5 95853 Sly Tricks  (Fr) 5 Andrew Armour
 6 59s24 Particular  (Fr) 6 Kirk Larsen
 7 00896 Mr Jingles  (Fr) 7 Brendon McLellan
 8 9s0s3 Real Change  (Fr) 8 Craig Ferguson
 9 27868 Racing Minister  (Fr) 21 
    Shane Walkinshaw
 10 00s0 It’s My Opinion  (Fr) 22 Brad Williamson
 11 57944 Delight N Gold  (Fr) 23 Earl Swain

5 Regent Car Court Pace 5.32
$15,000, 3yo+ r60-r80. mobile, 2200m

 1 25104 Dachy  (Fr) 1 Sheree Tomlinson
 2 33252 Nota Bene Denario  (Fr) 2 Allan Beck
 3 140s7 Mighty Flying Art  (Fr) 3 Brent Barclay
 4 22651 Just Wondering  (Fr) 4 John Hay
 5 77336 Kilowatt Kid  (Fr) 5 Matthew Williamson
 6 5s670 Please Shuddup  (Fr) 6 Blair Orange
 7 27201 Lawrence  (Fr) 7 Brad Williamson
 8 56030 Memphis Tennessee  (Fr) 8 Terry Chmiel
 9 11313 Pembrook Playboy  (Fr) 21 
    Nathan Williamson
 10 01653 Bridesdale Robyn  (Fr) 22 Craig Ferguson

6 Diamonds Day 26/4 Jnr Drivers 6.03
$9000, 4yo+ r40-r55. jun.d mobile, 2200m

 1 500s4 Cheddar Made Beta  (Fr) 1 Mark Hurrell

 2 40271 Black Ops  (Fr) 2 Sheree Tomlinson
 3 93616 The Night Watchman  (Fr) 3 
    Jamie Campbell
 4 07031 Lilac Becky  (Fr) 4 Ellie Barron
 5 — Love The Blues SCRATCHED

 6 64585 Bunter’s Dream  (Fr) 5 Sarah O’Reilly
 7 06730 Airwaves  (Fr) 6 John Morrison
 8 19490 Bonny’s Gem  (Fr) 7 Alana Cameron
 9 99202 Bottle Rock  (Fr) 21 Gemma Thornley
 10 21652 Jacks N Jazz  (Fr) 22 Kerryn Tomlinson
 11 9800s Hazer  (Fr) 23 Tristan Larsen
 12 — Swell Time SCRATCHED

 13 36017 Ideal Glacier  (Fr) 24 Kieran McNaught

7 All Things Harness Ownership 6.32
$10,000, 3yo+ r52-r59. mobile, 2200m

 1 70635 Franco Huntington  (Fr) 1 John Morrison
 2 05813 Holy Havoc  (Fr) 2 Peter Hunter
 3 01758 Vintage Rose  (Fr) 3 Sheree Tomlinson
 4 1654 Bundoran  (Fr) 4 Terry Chmiel
 5 26735 Dangerous  (Fr) 5 Brad Williamson
 6 45205 Bella Sara  (Fr) 6 Kirstin Barclay
 7 22514 Tartan Trilogy  (Fr) 7 Shane Walkinshaw
 8 07723 Deus Ex  (Fr) 8 Matthew Williamson
 9 1 Robyns Shadow  (Fr) 21 Craig Ferguson
 10 30432 Triroyale Brigade  (Fr) 22 
    Nathan Williamson
 11 33291 Major Meister  (Fr) 23 Brent Barclay
 12 44701 Dark Rage  (Fr) 24 Blair Orange
 13 311s0 Diamond Party  (Fr) 25 Alana Cameron

8 McKnight & Brown Pace 7.02
$10,000, non-winners 2yo+ f&m mr48 to 
mr50. mobile, 2200m

 1  Tac Mac  (Fr) 1 Nathan Williamson
 2 03432 Just Cheddar  (Fr) 2 Brad Williamson

 3 67 Arco  (Fr) 3 Kieran McNaught
 4 5445 Broadbeach  (Fr) 4 Brent Barclay
 5  Cautious Galleon  (Fr) 5 Allan Beck
 6 336s American Eyretime  (Fr) 6 Terry Chmiel
 7 30s Scrittore  (Fr) 7 Sheree Tomlinson
 8 22240 Baileys Diamond  (Fr) 8 Ellie Barron

9 Always B Miki At Alabar Trot 7.32
$10,000, r40-r63 special handicap stand, 
2700m

 1 42359 Rydgemont Milly  (Fr) 1 Ellie Barron
 2 95588 Spotlight The Valley  (Fr) 2 Blair Orange
 3 94158 Tolkien  (Fr) 3 Tristan Larsen
 4 34734 Christmas Babe  (Fr) 4 Brad Williamson
 5 52725 Dipendra  (20) 1 Richard Stevens
 6 11s62 Chinese Whisper  (20) U1 
    Nathan Williamson
 7 P1628 Jimmy Carter  (20) U2 Kerryn Tomlinson
 8 23229 Rebel Kibbybones  (20) U3 John Hay

10 Southland Express Pace 8.01
$10,000, non-winners 3yo+ mr47 to mr50. 
mobile, 2200m

 1 60 Fireball  (Fr) 1 Craig Ferguson
 2 70 The Irish Lion  (Fr) 2 Kirk Larsen
 3 7 Call Me Keith  (Fr) 3 Peter Hunter
 4  Motor Mouth  (Fr) 4 Brent Barclay
 5 065 Art Profile  (Fr) 5 Mark Hurrell
 6 425 Longueval  (Fr) 6 Nathan Williamson
 7  Tinder Surprise  (Fr) 7 Blair Orange
 8 6864 Love On The Rocks  (Fr) 8 Kirstin Barclay
 9 687 Hayden Bromac  (Fr) 21 
    Matthew Williamson
 10  Major Fernco  (Fr) 22 John Morrison
 11 42324 Raksjameson  (Fr) 23 Ellie Barron
 12 07 Jaccka Oliver  (Fr) 24 Tristan Larsen

Selections
Race 1: VON ART, A SMIDGEN MORE, MISS IVY

Race 2: LOCK IT IN EDDIE, THE WHITE RABBIT,  

 BETTER GALLEON

Race 3: MY MOMENT’S NOW, T BONE RAWHIDE, SLAINTE

Race 4: I’M WATCHING YOU, WOOLFIE MAC,  

 RACING MINISTER

Race 5: LAWRENCE, PLEASE SHUDDUP, KILOWATT KID

Race 6: LILAC BECKY, BOTTLE ROCK, JACKS N JAZZ

Race 7: DEUS EX, TARTAN TRILOGY, TRIROYALE BRIGADE

Race 8: AMERICAN EYRETIME, JUST CHEDDAR,  

 BROADBEACH

Race 9: CHINESE WHISPER, JIMMY CARTER,  

 REBEL KIBBYBONES

Race 10: RAKSJAMESON, LOVE ON THE ROCKS, LONGUEVAL

MELBOURNE — Group One-winning 
filly Miami Bound will begin her autumn 
campaign at Caulfield on Saturday when 
she lines-up in the Gr.2 Autumn Classic 
(1800m).

The New Zealand-bred filly was a 
last-start winner of the Gr.1 VRC Oaks 
(2500m) in November and trainer Danny 
O’Brien is looking forward to setting her 
on another Oaks bid.

“She has had one trial and was just 
building fitness, but she went nicely and 
has had a couple of solid gallops the last 
couple of weeks,” O’Brien said. 

“We have been very pleased with her.”
O’Brien said the daughter of Reliable 

Man has matured since the spring and 
is looking forward to her resuming on 
Saturday.

“She has definitely got the natural 

maturity, which you would expect from a 
spring three-year-old to an autumn three-
year-old.

“She is a little bit stronger and a little 
bit heavier. She tips the scales 30 kilos 
heavier than she was on Oaks day.

“To our eye she is improving and we 
are looking forward to the autumn.

“She will have the two runs in 
Melbourne, so Saturday and then she 

runs at Moonee Valley in the Alister 
Clark (Gr.2, 2040m). 

“That gives us a two-week break to  
the Vinery (Gr.1, 2000m) and then two 
weeks to the (Australian) Oaks (Gr.1, 
2400m).”

O’Brien purchased Miami Bound out 
of Westbury Stud’s 2018 New Zealand 
Bloodstock Book 1 Yearling Sale draft for 
$120,000. — NZ Racing Desk

Miami Bound to resume at Caulfield
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Christchurch greys at Addington  Friday  Jetbet 3  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 7-8-9, 10-11-12  Q. 2-3-4-5, 9-10-11-12  PL6 7-12

Whanganui greys at Hatrick   Friday   Jetbet 9   TAB D. 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11  T. 1-2-3, 5-6-7, 9-10-11  Q. 2-3-4-5, 8-9-10-11  PL6 6-11

1 The Fitz Sports Bar Sprint 12.02
 $1365, C0, 295m

 1 36376 Blushing Pete nwtd Robin Wales
 2 46374 Sneaky Snitch nwtd Hart & Taylor
 3 F58 Homebush Murdock nwtd John McInerney
 4 35222 Homebush Gambler nwtd John McInerney
 5 67351 Mitcham Usain nwtd John McInerney
 6 85888 Pukeko Magic nwtd John McInerney
 7 48565 Nykara nwtd J M  McCook
 8  Rossiter nwtd M & P Binnie
EMERGENCIES:
 9 88 Homebush Durant nwtd John McInerney
 10 75777 Chelsea Smile nwtd Craig Roberts

2 Happy B'Day Doug Schultz 12.18
 $1365, C0, 295m

 1 2 Homebush Ariana nwtd John McInerney
 2 245 Ghost Mode nwtd Hart & Taylor
 3 45384 Mitcham Nikorima nwtd John McInerney
 4  Cool Hand Lester nwtd Sharon Hindson
 5 22 Bees Are Buzzing nwtd J M  McCook
 6 2755 Savage Knight nwtd Heather Cairns
 7 4363 Go Blue nwtd Robin Wales
 8 88 Lady Sobers nwtd John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 36875 Homebush Showoff nwtd John McInerney
 10 57F86 Mitcham Queen nwtd John McInerney

3 Steve Anngow Drapes & Blinds  12.36
 $2390, C0, 520m

 1  Usain Bale nwtd Craig Roberts
 2  Goldstar Aria nwtd S & B Evans
 3 24 Justin Lincoln nwtd S & B Evans
 4 585F5 Cancun nwtd Norman Wanhalla
 5 834 Smooth Step nwtd Malcolm Grant
 6 78766 Carlos nwtd Robin Wales
 7  Mayhem Made nwtd Ashley Bradshaw
 8 85622 Bobble nwtd J & D Fahey

4 Suck It Up Ltd Sprint 12.53
 $1365, C0, 295m

 1 53345 King Theoden nwtd Corey Steele
 2 78s Homebush Captain nwtd John McInerney
 3 233 Mitcham Goldie nwtd Ashley Bradshaw
 4 64743 Knocka Know How nwtd Garry Cleeve
 5  Goldstar Harlowe nwtd S & B Evans
 6 7 Miss June nwtd John McInerney
 7 3636F Yappy Yap nwtd Robin Wales
 8  Mitcham Rob nwtd John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 88 Homebush Durant nwtd John McInerney

 10 886 Homebush Poppy nwtd John McInerney

5 Islington Tavern Stakes 1.11
 $2390, C0, 520m

 1 23438 Jinja Toni nwtd Allan Joyce
 2 8787 My Bentley nwtd Robin Wales
 3 32523 Stylish Stepper nwtd Malcolm Grant
 4  Ripslinger Roxy nwtd Ashley Bradshaw
 5  Slippery Suzie nwtd S & B Evans
 6  Goldstar Darwin nwtd S & B Evans
 7 88s58 Princess Romaine nwtd Sharon Hindson
 8 22225 Miss Malia nwtd Robin Wales

6 Livamol Sprint 1.28
 $1365, C0, 295m

 1 42542 Sea Spray Ash nwtd Barry Freeman
 2 6 Button It nwtd J M  McCook
 3 43423 Mitcham Magic nwtd John McInerney
 4 7 Homebush Ivy nwtd John McInerney
 5 78456 Mulberry Tip nwtd Ken Cassidy
 6  Double Queenie nwtd John McInerney
 7  Quincy Bale nwtd Craig Roberts
 8 45775 Impressive Gift nwtd John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 36875 Homebush Showoff nwtd John McInerney
 10 78666 Opawa Pauline nwtd Robin Wales

7 Shirley Vet Clinic Stakes 1.46
 $2860, C2, 520m

 1 32114 Opawa Slick 30.23 J & D Fahey
 2 65416 Stumpy Bill 30.61 Michael Dempsey
 3 41511 Mr Blackjack 30.16 J & D Fahey
 4 8s514 Opawa Pink 30.65 Robin Wales
 5 27745 Student Loan 30.32 J & D Fahey
 6 43411 Goldstar Yankee 30.37 S & B Evans
 7 58411 Viking Mafia 30.44 J & D Fahey
 8 24553 Orina Allen 30.44 Craig Roberts

EMERGENCIES:
 9 56652 Know Denying 30.37 Garry Cleeve
 10 35167 Replica Rango 30.47 Bob Pringle

8 I Pave Concrete Sprint Ht 2.03
 $1685, C2, heat, 295m

 1 55212 Yi Feng 17.28 John McInerney
 2 66422 Punch On Buzz 17.28 John McInerney
 3 42175 Dream Runner 17.26 J M  McCook
 4 85654 Smash Calling 17.34 Malcolm Grant
 5 87157 Paringi Pam 17.39 Mitchell & Smith
 6 48365 Homebush Velma 17.46 John McInerney
 7 62156 Know Approval 17.28 Garry Cleeve
 8 57448 Famous Lee nwtd S & B Evans
EMERGENCIES:
 9 64686 Mulberry Minx 17.34 Ken Cassidy
 10 37476 Mega Dream nwtd Ray Adcock

9 I Pave Concrete Sprint Ht 2.21
 $1685, C2, heat, 295m

 1 33724 Cool Beans nwtd John McInerney
 2 76433 Homebush Aimee 17.34 John McInerney
 3 12225 Queena Bale nwtd Craig Roberts
 4 53726 Opawa Waihemo 17.33 Robin Wales
 5 37188 Goldstar Power 17.49 S & B Evans
 6 15465 M’lady Sadie 17.34 Ashley Bradshaw
 7 23258 Dyna Trevor 17.42 Howard Anderton
 8 32637 Khatia 17.67 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 37476 Mega Dream nwtd Ray Adcock
 10 77738 Eternal Debt 17.29 Garry Cleeve

10 I Pave Concrete Sprint Ht 2.37
 $1685, C2, heat, 295m

 1 31485 Punch On Jessie nwtd John McInerney
 2 47588 Homebush Comet 17.44 John McInerney

 3 31137 Mulberry Brit 17.43 Ken Cassidy
 4 64418 Tonkawa 17.42 Mitchell & Smith
 5 58827 Mitcham Becky 17.34 Corey Steele
 6 46122 Smash Achiever 17.16 Malcolm Grant
 7 13424 Prince Zulu 17.31 Lisa Waretini
 8 36374 Blazing Banjo nwtd John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 77738 Eternal Debt 17.29 Garry Cleeve
 10 37476 Mega Dream nwtd Ray Adcock

11 I Pave Concrete Sprint Ht 2.56
 $1685, C2, heat, 295m

 1 34677 Bashful Buffy 17.17 John McInerney
 2 65612 Jetstream Marley 17.32 Alan Williams
 3 64376 Broken Penniless 17.40 Garry Cleeve
 4 13686 Kia Tere nwtd S & B Evans
 5 21543 Elite Blueblood 17.63 John McInerney
 6 27171 St Andrews 17.61 Daniel Lane
 7 57s36 Regal Jock nwtd John McInerney
 8 2s526 Would My Friend 17.42 Alison Lee
EMERGENCIES:
 9 37476 Mega Dream nwtd Ray Adcock
 10 64686 Mulberry Minx 17.34 Ken Cassidy

12 I Pave Concrete Sprint Ht 3.12
 $1685, C2, heat, 295m

 1 64323 Cash A Roo 17.27 S & B Evans
 2 74386 Opawa Hypo 17.27 Robin Wales
 3 13268 Raquel Allen 17.47 Craig Roberts
 4 s3713 Jealous Affair 17.47 Lisa Waretini
 5 33131 Punch On Scooby 17.77 John McInerney
 6 32335 Jinja Liv 17.52 J M  McCook
 7 61687 Black Dan 17.60 John McInerney
 8 51586 Homebush Boden 17.44 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 64686 Mulberry Minx 17.34 Ken Cassidy
 10 77738 Eternal Debt 17.29 Garry Cleeve

1 Aon Insurance 4.23
 $1450, C1, 305m

 1 22211 Homebush Jennia 17.92 John McInerney
 2 84232 Monty 18.00 Nathan Udy
 3 48656 Bigtime Baxter 17.67 D P Symes
 4 67722 Final Straw 18.10 Nathan Udy
 5 56586 Bigtime Kate nwtd G & S Fredrickson
 6 32163 Dapper Rapper 17.88 Brian Marsh
 7 57436 Bigtime Maci 17.67 Susie Kite
 8 47652 Uno Eleven 17.75 Nathan Udy
EMERGENCIES:
 9 73854 Homebush Keasha nwtd John McInerney
 10 66368 Trajan nwtd John McInerney

2 Wanganui Toyota Feature Final 4.50
 $2505, C1, final, 520m

 1 25374 Cossie Cooper 30.35 Melissa Olden
 2 36388 Classic Rapper 30.79 Susie Kite
 3 56643 Big Time Benny 30.70 Lisa Cole
 4 72566 Tuff Jewel nwtd Bernie Mitchell
 5 54231 Broke Brad nwtd Angela Turnwald
 6 23221 Woman No Cry nwtd Angela Turnwald
 7 44262 Cavatate 31.36 J & D Bell
 8 78356 Diamond Geezer 30.88 P B Briggs
EMERGENCIES:
 9 25874 Mainline Lil 31.21 Bill Hodgson
 10 77478 Marley Farley 31.16 Ross & Voyce

3 Laser Plumbing Sprint 5.15
 $2035, C3, heat, 305m

 1 35744 Big Time Frosty 17.57 Lisa Cole
 2 31512 Cawbourne Moss 17.66 J & D Bell
 3 13858 Summer Glee 17.66 John McInerney
 4 25375 Collect A Dream 17.81 Marcie Flipp
 5 76451 Dyna Diode nwtd Kellie Gommans
 6 31848 Guru’s Choice 17.76 Agent & Williams
 7 34178 Bigtime Sam 17.80 G & S Fredrickson
 8 54416 Bigtime On Track 17.68 Fred Kite
EMERGENCIES:
 9 44476 Idol Duke 17.72 Marcie Flipp
 10 18774 Token Vikkers 17.75 Nathan Udy

4 Kernow Construction Sprint 5.43
 $2035, C3, heat, 305m

 1 22687 Rowdy Ruby 17.75 Susie Kite
 2 22686 Bigtime Honey 17.65 Lisa Cole
 3 43215 Dino The Fox 17.74 Kellie Gommans
 4 44723 Bigtime Bronx 17.65 G & S Fredrickson

 5 45276 Justa Gift 17.62 J & D Bell
 6 35383 Bigtime Leo 17.75 Peter Clark
 7 52552 Mr. Postman 17.85 Nathan Udy
 8 64528 Bigtime Charlote 17.77 Lisa Cole
EMERGENCIES:
 9 47366 Zara Zara 17.81 Marcie Flipp
 10 44476 Idol Duke 17.72 Marcie Flipp

5 First Security Sprint 6.11
 $2035, C3, heat, 305m

 1 24368 Ohana Lad nwtd Kellie Gommans
 2 53322 Fare Dodger 17.81 Mark Goodier
 3 17423 Go Ash 17.61 Marcie Flipp
 4 65183 Bigtime Cutie 17.82 Lisa Cole
 5 38568 Millie Prince 17.72 J & D Bell
 6 s4352 Bavaro nwtd G & S Fredrickson
 7 48184 Alamein Stryda 17.74 Kettlewell & Phillips
 8 88474 Giraffe Club 17.70 Lisa Cole
EMERGENCIES:
 9 18774 Token Vikkers 17.75 Nathan Udy
 10 47366 Zara Zara 17.81 Marcie Flipp

6 Accell Canine Therapy 6.42
 $2860, C1/2, 520m

 1 58647 Bigtime Alfie 30.09 Lisa Cole
 2 11222 Big Time Anton 30.76 Lisa Cole
 3 11348 Big Time Frankie 30.85 Lisa Cole
 4 38118 Stormy Jay 30.51 Wendy Kite
 5 37334 Bigtime Bailey 30.49 Lisa Cole
 6 22777 Bigtime Daisy 30.49 Lisa Cole
 7 34841 Big Time Trae 30.49 Lisa Cole
 8 F2651 Big Time Odette 30.32 Lisa Cole
EMERGENCIES:
 9 56578 Big Time Gina 30.75 Lisa Cole
 10 11875 Big Time Abbi nwtd Lisa Cole

7 Adept Accountants 7.12
 $2390, C4, 305m

 1 22214 Guru Secret 17.67 Agent & Williams
 2 33564 Big Time Clare 17.73 Lisa Cole
 3 24723 Big Time Lebron 17.62 Lisa Cole
 4 81377 Bigtime Leads 17.95 Lisa Cole
 5 25735 Dynamite Danger 17.69 G & S Fredrickson
 6 51418 Opawa Flash 17.71 Nathan Udy
 7 54215 Criminal Justice 17.89 Melissa Olden
 8 78172 Sedgebrook Lover 17.69 Fred Kite
EMERGENCIES:
 9 27524 Hip Hop Rapper 17.49 Brian Marsh
 10 78615 Running Freer 17.69 Melissa Olden

8 CPF Insurance  7.42
 $2860, C4/5, 305m

 1 32542 Funky Facts 18.17 G & S Fredrickson
 2 36515 Bigtime Emjay 17.52 G & S Fredrickson
 3 14736 Bigtime Bee 17.52 Lisa Cole
 4 35616 Bigtime Lizzy 17.65 Lisa Cole
 5 37636 Billy’s Churn 17.95 Glen Hodgson
 6 6147F Bees And Birds 17.68 Lisa Cole
 7 77128 Big Time Flash 17.60 G & S Fredrickson
 8 544F1 Big Time Chance 17.58 Lisa Cole
EMERGENCIES:
 9 68521 Big Time Billie 17.65 Lisa Cole
 10 57356 Funzalo 17.61 Bill Hodgson

9 Palmountains Nutrition  8.11
 $4030, C3/4, 520m

 1 23273 Electrical Storm 30.46 Mark Goodier
 2 57447 Big Time Dynasty 30.37 Lisa Cole
 3 57825 Simply Smooth 30.29 Lisa Cole

 4 43341 Big Time Jackson 30.67 Lisa Cole

 5 71666 Bigtime Forest 30.20 Lisa Cole

 6 76412 Skinny Binny 30.60 Ross & Voyce

 7 24133 Kongs Out Again 30.42 Melissa Olden

 8 65478 Big Time Spot 30.82 Lisa Cole

10 Red Snapper Seafoods  8.41
 $1685, C1/2, 305m

 1 72211 Articulator 17.79 Bill Hodgson

 2 15156 Allegro Lanie 17.80 Lisa Cole

 3 46271 Barbarossa Boy 17.74 Brian Goldsack

 4 44577 Paris End 17.66 Lisa Cole

 5 38321 Nippa-A-Spot 17.82 John McInerney

 6 26148 Bigtime Hannah 17.80 Sue Gommans

 7 38317 Ahuroa Prince 18.11 Robert Murray

 8 66221 Zara Fab 18.03 Nathan Udy

EMERGENCIES:

 9 66833 Bigtime Coco 17.72 D P Symes

 10 75585 Token Pick 18.15 Nathan Udy

11 Quality Inn Collegiate 9.11
 $1685, C1/2, 305m

 1 68542 Alamein Tane 17.86 Kettlewell & Phillips

 2 31714 Allegro Lexxi 17.76 Lisa Cole

 3 33517 Elouera Mist 18.11 J & D Bell

 4 36234 Bigtime Chris 17.56 G & S Fredrickson

 5 43664 Sedgebrook Sally 17.90 Fred Kite

 6 83817 Blitzem Gem 17.96 Sue Gommans

 7 64372 Big Time Dusty 17.80 Lisa Cole

 8 255F1 Shamrock Green 17.85 Brian Goldsack

EMERGENCIES:

 9 66833 Bigtime Coco 17.72 D P Symes

 10 75672 Zara Daiken 17.93 Nathan Udy

Selections
Race 1: MITCHAM USAIN, HOMEBUSH GAMBLER,  

 SNEAKY SNITCH

Race 2: GHOST MODE, HOMEBUSH ARIANA,  

 BEES ARE BUZZING

Race 3: USAIN BALE, BOBBLE, GOLDSTAR ARIA

Race 4: MITCHAM GOLDIE, KING THEODEN,  

 KNOCKA KNOW HOW

Race 5: MISS MALIA, GOLDSTAR DARWIN,  

 RIPSLINGER ROXY

Race 6: QUINCY BALE, SEA SPRAY ASH, MITCHAM MAGIC

Race 7: MR BLACKJACK, OPAWA SLICK, VIKING MAFIA

Race 8: YI FENG, PUNCH ON BUZZ, FAMOUS LEE

Race 9: QUEENA BALE, HOMEBUSH AIMEE, DYNA TREVOR

Race 10: PRINCE ZULU, SMASH ACHIEVER, MULBERRY BRIT

Race 11: JETSTREAM MARLEY, BASHFUL BUFFY,  

 ST ANDREWS

Race 12: OPAWA HYPO, CASH A ROO, PUNCH ON SCOOBY

Selections
Race 1: HOMEBUSH JENNIA, DAPPER RAPPER, MONTY

Race 2: WOMAN NO CRY, BROKE BRAD, CAVATATE

Race 3: BIG TIME FROSTY, CAWBOURNE MOSS,  

 DYNA DIODE

Race 4: BIGTIME HONEY, ROWDY RUBY, BIGTIME BRONX

Race 5: BAVARO, OHANA LAD, BIGTIME CUTIE

Race 6: BIG TIME ODETTE, BIG TIME ANTON, BIG TIME TRAE

Race 7: BIG TIME LEBRON, SEDGEBROOK LOVER,  

 BIG TIME CLARE

Race 8: BIGTIME EMJAY, BIGTIME BEE, FUNKY FACTS

Race 9: SIMPLY SMOOTH, BIG TIME JACKSON,  

 BIG TIME SPOT

Race 10: ARTICULATOR, ZARA FAB, NIPPA-A-SPOT

Race 11: BIGTIME CHRIS, ELOUERA MIST, ALLEGRO LEXXI

Victoria races at The Valley  Friday Jetbet 19  TAB doubles 3-4, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddie 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8

1 Distinctive Floor Coverings 8.30
 $60,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 84, 3000m

 1 73446 Rock On  (3)  61.5 91  L Riordan (a2)
 2 62721 Yulong Rising tn (1)  58 100  M Zahra 
 3 14211 Ablaze w (7)  57 86  J Allen 
 4 55031 Serenade The Stars tcn (4)  57 95  
    J McNeil 
 5 75911 Alienated cdwn (2)  55 91  
    Ms G Cartwright (a2)
 6 21432 Count Zero wn (5)  55 90  
    F W Kersley (a1.5)
 7 81236 Obscura w (6)  55 89  Ms L Meech 
 8 52204 Only A Mother w (8)  55 88  J Baldock 

2 Lesley McPhee Mem. Plate 9.00
 $60,000, 3yo & up Maiden SW, 1200m

 1 9s944 Beau Victory  (3)  58.5 73  J Baldock 

 2 s683s Bureaucrat  (8)  58.5 91  W Egan 

 3 9 No Deposit  (5)  58.5 82  

    F W Kersley (a1.5)

 4 30s52 Deep Breath  (4)  58 96  D Oliver 

 5  Mosset  (10)  58 85  J Martin 

 6 4s2 Palacio Musico  (11)  58 96  Ms J Kah 

 7  Shevrolet  (6)  58 85  E Brown 

 8 75382 Beau Dazzle  (1)  56.5 82  Ms C Hall (a3)

 9 s933s Think Better Of It  (2)  56.5 84  

    J Bowditch 

 10 3s Sayumi  (9)  56 99  B Melham 

 11 3s32 Win Fall  (7)  56 100  J McNeil 

3 Leneva Park Handicap 9.30
 $60,000, 3yo Benchmark 70, 1000m

 1 20s8s Jedastar d (1)  59 82  J Bowditch 

 2 2131s Peak  (2)  58 91  D Dunn 

 3 261s Meteorite tn (6)  56.5 95  L Currie 

 4 1 Nebaraz  (4)  56.5 92  T Stockdale (a3)

 5 48s12 Oceanic Drift d (3)  56.5 96  B Prebble 

 6 313s3 Sea Dragon b (5)  56.5 93  D Oliver 

 7 6s12 Deep Dive b (9)  56 100  D Lane 

 8 350s0 Mockery d (7)  55 91  Ms L Meech 

 9 s6139 Llessur d (11)  55 96  J Winks 

 10 s14s5 Statement Of Faith dw (8)  55 91  

    T Nugent (a2)

 11 726s2 Vivaro dwb (10)  55 95  C Williams 

4 The Drain Man Handicap 10.00
 $60,000, 3yo & up F&M Benchmark 70, 
1600m

 1 090s0 Camelle dw (7)  61 95   
 2 16s88 Moscow Red dw (8)  59.5 92  B Melham 
 3 51536 Prism d (2)  59.5 99  L King (a2)
 4 06s14 Champagne Cocktail n (3)  59 92  
    Ms J Eaton (a3)
 5 31131 Richwaite Lady dw (9)  59 93   
 6 s0622 Think I’m Dreaming dbn (10)  58.5 93  
    M Zahra 
 7 748s2 Herecomesmybaby dwn (1)  58 99  
    M Walker 
 8 6s221 Part Time Lover  (5)  58 92  C Symons 
 9 54814 Melodeon w (11)  57.5 93  Ms J Kah 
 10 229s0 Rue De Rennes  (4)  57 96  
    F W Kersley (a1.5)
 11 s4113 Leale dwb (6)  55.5 100  T Stockdale (a3)

5 Ladbrokes 55-Second Chall. 10.30
 $60,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 70 Heat, 955m

 1 40s19 Our Gladiator cdwbn (6)  63 96  
    Ms J Eaton (a3)
 2 15902 Big Reel cdwn (2)  62 98  D Lane 
 3 3227s Sam’s Image cn (3)  61.5 97  
    Ms G Cartwright (a2)
 4 7s503 Non Paear cdn (11)  60.5 98  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 5 — White Kaps SCRATCHED

 6 230s8 Definia dw (4)  58.5 79  L Currie 
 7 19s72 Lady Solly dw (13)  58.5 99  J Allen 
 8 1718s Germanotta cdn (7)  58 92  J Bowditch 

 9 7480s Rock Hard dw (9)  58 92  M Zahra 
 10 14251 Princess Flagrant cdwn (10)  57.5 100  
    Ms J Kah 
 11 5s311 Stravain dw (1)  57 97  B Thompson 
 12 00s61 Du Well dn (8)  56.5 100  J McNeil 
EMERGENCY:
 13 9s021 Roanoke Rhonda d (5)  55 95  
    T Nugent (a2)

6 MSC Signs Handicap 11.00
 $60,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 64, 1600m

 1 19s32 Vungers tdwn (6)  62.5 97  L King (a2)
 2 24183 Bill The Bee c (3)  61.5 98  
    Ms J Eaton (a3)
 3 2s938 Cape Richards dw (10)  61.5 94  
    L Riordan (a2)
 4 13045 Montaser  (1)  61 96  T Stockdale (a3)
 5 47707 Firstclass Dreamer dw (5)  60.5 100  
    B Melham 
 6 61212 Montalbano db (8)  60 91  J Hill 
 7 65161 Broccolo dw (4)  59.5 88  J Maskiell 
 8 0s331 Saint Peter d (7)  59.5 94  H Coffey 
 9 4s533 Gone Rogue  (9)  59 92  D Dunn 
 10 44311 Wave Reviews cwn (11)  58.5 91  
    Ms L Doodt (a3)
 11 43426 Millie The Missile dw (2)  57.5 91  
    J Childs 

7 Typhoon Tracy Stakes 11.30
 $160,000, 3yo Fillies Group 3 SW+P, 1200m

 1 3076s Tenley d (1)  57.5 97  D Lane 
 2 111s0 Sisstar w (11)  57.5 92  M Zahra 

 3 6s20s La Tene  (7)  57.5 85  B Rawiller 
 4 112s Sassy Salitage c (2)  56 90  D Oliver 
 5 31473 Exquisite Beauty tw (8)  56 90  B Melham 
 6 s1110 Grand Scholar cdwbn (9)  55 100  L Currie 
 7 437s9 Don’ttelltheboss w (4)  55 95  B Prebble 
 8 11 Ms Catherine tn (3)  55 93  
    Ms G Cartwright (a)
 9 0590s Song Brocade  (10)  55 84  J McNeil 
 10 8s212 Early Morning Rise db (5)  55 85  
    C Williams 
 11 21 Oh Please Dianna w (6)  55 88  Ms J Kah 

8 Drummond Golf Handicap 12.00
 $60,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 70, 1200m

 1 2159s Ballet Master dwn (6)  62 93  J Childs 
 2 s4196 Sweet Snitty dwn (12)  62 96  
    L Riordan (a2)
 3 3448s I Got You wb (3)  61 97  T Nugent (a2)
 4 0600s Sheriff John Stone dwn (9)  61 94  
    Ms C Hall (a3)
 5 60284 Carlingford dwn (13)  60.5 93  
    M Poy (a1.5)
 6 44102 It’s Not There d (11)  60.5 99  
    Ms G Cartwright (a2)
 7 7219s El Phoenix d (4)  60 92  L King (a2)
 8 s1311 Tall Lady dwn (10)  60 92  T Stockdale (a3)
 9 82621 Foxy’s Star  (8)  59.5 95  J Cartwright 
 10 23s72 Leiter b (7)  59.5 100  J Winks 
 11 3027s Vegas Knight  (2)  59.5 97  C Williams 
 12 2714s Yulong June dwb (5)  59.5 94  L Currie 
EMERGENCIES:
 13 51613 Mysticano dw (1)  59.5 93  J Chau (a3)
 14 118s4 Fight dw (14)  59 95  D Oliver 

Selections
Race 1: YULONG RISING, SERENADE THE STARS, ALIENATED

Race 2: DEEP BREATH, WIN FALL, SAYUMI

Race 3: JEDASTAR, NEBARAZ, PEAK

Race 4: THINK I’M DREAMING, PRISM, PART TIME LOVER

Race 5: NON PAEAR, BIG REEL, OUR GLADIATOR

Race 6: BILL THE BEE, FIRSTCLASS DREAMER,  

 CAPE RICHARDS

Race 7: SASSY SALITAGE, OH PLEASE DIANNA,  

 MS CATHERINE

Race 8: LEITER, VEGAS KNIGHT, SWEET SNITTY

MATAMATA — High-class mare Yearn will 
contest Saturday’s Lisa Chittick Plate (1400m) at 
Matamata and trainer Karen Fursdon is confident 
of another bold performance.  

The last-start Gr.1 Thorndon Mile (1600m) 
placegetter is in career best form, having won the 
Gr.2 Auckland Thoroughbred Breeders’ Stakes 
(1400m) in late November and finished within a 
length of the winner in all five starts this term.

“I’m really happy with her. She has just done 
everything that she usually does — eats, sleeps 

and works,” Fursdon said. 
Fursdon, who has around 15 horses in work 

at Matamata, was effusive in her praise for 
trackwork rider Lisa Tynan and credits her as the 
reason Yearn is performing so consistently this 
campaign. 

“I think I’d have to put it all down to Lisa Tynan 
who rides her in trackwork,” she said. “Lisa rode 
her for the last part of last season and they just 
gel. Yearn can be really strong. 

“She used to work with her head on the side, 

and no disrespect to her rider beforehand, but 
with Lisa riding, they just get on well.”

A competitive field has been assembled on 
Saturday, headed by quality mare Supera and 
Yearn is building towards a peak performance in 
the Gr.1 Fiber Fresh NZ Thoroughbred Breeders’ 
Stakes (1600m) at Te Aroha in April. 

“We want to win on Saturday, but it is her first 
run back since the Thorndon and it is not a bad 
field. I always used to think she was a specialist 
1400m horse, but this girl just seems to find 

another gear when it gets tough. 
“We’re expecting a great run, but we are 

getting ready for Te Aroha and there will probably 
be one more run at either Ellerslie or Tauranga 
before that, but her main aim is the Thoroughbred 
Breeders’ Stakes.”

Raced by Mark and Cath Lupton, Yearn has 
won seven of her 36 starts and been placed 
on a further 15 occasions and the daughter of 
Savabeel could potentially be in her final season 
of racing.  — NZ Racing Desk

Yearn thriving ahead of local assignment
The Gisborne Herald • Thursday, February 20, 202018  RACING



Arts & Entertainment
Thursday, February 20, 2020

OUTSIDE 
THE YELLOW 
SUBMARINE by Mark Peters

C
lassic rock with instruments and 
face-melting guitar lead breaks 
comes this way with Wellington 

three-piece Sea Mouse. Mousey though is 
hardly an epithet that describes the trio’s 
hard and fast sound that brings to mind 
bands such as Led Zeppelin and even 
Jane’s Addiction.  

Led Zeppelin is definitely an influence, 
says the band’s singer/songwriter Seamus 
Johnson.

“My parents listened to a lot of blues, 
but as a teen I started listening to Led 
Zeppelin. I got sucked into that world of 
the early ‘70s, late ‘60s rock music.”

Try playing Sea Mouse’s new album 
Tropical Fish, also the name of the tour 
that brings the trio to the Dome next 
week, first thing in the morning. It’ll 
wake you up with more zest than a 
three-spoonful stove-top espresso.

“The album is the live show,” Johnson 
told creative hub The Incubator. 

“It’s not the other way around with us 
like it usually is — ‘band records album, 
band tours album’. This album was 
recorded after working these songs out 
live. We know how people react to these 
songs. It’s time to share it with more 
people.”

Johnson has no particular axe to grind, 
statement to make or theme to follow in 
his songs. 

“I draw everything from stuff that 
happens in life. I can be influenced by 
other artists when I listen to them.”

Vogons, track two on Tropical Fish, 
was inspired in part by Douglas Adams’ 
Hitchhikers Guide To The Galaxy. 
Seeking to facilitate an intergalactic 
highway construction project for a 
hyperspace express route, beings race 
from planet Vogsphere were responsible 
for the destruction of the Earth in 
Adams’ fiction.

“I was frustrated with bureaucracy at 
that time,” says Johnson. 

“The Vogons are horrible beings. You 
can tell Douglas Adams doesn’t like 
bureaucracy much.”

The song opens with Adele-like beats 
but that’s as far as the comparison goes. 
The driving chords lift off with such 
manic power you feel the floorboards 
tremble under your feet. 

The song Fire is harder to define but 
is probably as close to the deceptively 
hippie undersea world depicted in the 
poster and the blurb’s description of the 
Sea Mouse sound as we’re going to get. 
The band’s “psychedelia infused take on 
garage rock” is neatly encapsulated in 
the poster’s graphic in which a demonic, 
fanged, cat-like creature lurks beneath 
the brightly coloured tropical fish. A  
sunshiney, elbow-out-the-window, wind-
in-your-hair sound we’re familiar with in 
these parts features in Fire but it comes 
with grit, some almost rappy phrasing 
and, well, fire.

The band’s name owes less to an 
imaginary aquamarine marsupial like, 
say, the sea monkeys that used to be 
advertised on the back of American 
comics. Sea Mouse is a play on Johnson’s 
name. But at the rock/electronica/acoustic 
roots/pop Tuki festival in Wanaka earlier 
this month, a fan approached bass player 
and former Gisborne man Scott Maynard.

“She came up to him afterwards and 
said ‘are you one of those sea monkeys?’”, 
laughs Johnson.

Possibly a little too much psychedelia 
for one festival-goer.

SEA MOUSE: Don’t 
let the name fool you. 
Wellington trio make 
a mighty but musical 
roar with their high 
energy sound and 
catchy tunes.
 Picture supplied



by Mark Peters

T
he song Pulled in the musical 
The Addams Family points to the 
gothic humour in the show. 

Tortured by love for a sweet, smart 
young man from a respectable family, 
princess of darkness Wednesday Addams 
sings about her pain while torturing her 
brother on a rack.

The Addams kids are growing up — a 
nightmare for their parents, Gomez and 
Morticia. At the heart of the production 
Musical Theatre Gisborne (MTG) is in 
rehearsal for, is the terror the family 
now faces: change. 

Pulled is one of several numbers from 
the show musical director Anna Marie 
Fenn is teaching cast members.

“The music is challenging. There are a 
lot of changes in tempo, key and mood, 
but we have an amazingly talented cast,” 
says Fenn. 

“A lot of them aren’t readers (of music) 
but they are skilled singers.”

Director Belinda Campbell has 
returned to Australia since holding 
auditions for the production but will 
return to help actors develop their 
characters and stage skills. 

Meanwhile, Fenn and the 
choreographer are in charge of the 
show’s music and dance routines. 

“My role is to get the cast to deliver 
songs but in a way that is consistent 
with their characters,” says Fenn.

“A lot of them fell into their characters 
really well. The show is really funny, 
there’s never a dull moment.”

And while the music might be 
challenging, the tunes stay with you, 
says Fenn. If you couldn’t get Abba tunes 
out of your head after seeing MTG’s 
frothily exuberant production, wait till 

you have seen The Addams Family. 
“The songs are so catchy my little girl 

is sick of them already.”
In their kooky, upside-down world, the 

Addamses would love the compliment.

Move toward the darkness

DA-DA DA DUM (CLICK-CLICK): The opening tune to The Addams Family TV 
show is as familiar as the bubonic plague-themed nursery rhyme Ring a Ring o’ 
Roses — and now a Musical Theatre Gisborne cast is working on the music for an 
upcoming production of the popular TV series. Picture from the other side

by Mark Peters

W
ith its turn-over of works by 
an eclectic range of artists, 
central city location and high 

traffic flow, the Miharo gallery is all 
about freshness — and nothing gets 
fresher than wet paint. 

Wet Paint is the name of a new 
concept to come out of Miharo in which 
artists are asked to produce a work 
based on a given theme in a short period 
of time. 

The concept encourages artists to 
step outside of their comfort zone and to 
explore and try out new things.

“Since opening the gallery we have 
been a bit stagnant with our own 
work,” says Rosie Cruddas who with 

artist Hera Clifton co-founded Miharo 
alongside

“We say to ourselves ‘how do we do 
abstract work?’. It’s hard to break out of 
your style. 

“We saw a challenge for other artists 
to break out of their style.” 

For the inaugural Wet Paint challenge, 
Cruddas and Clifton have set the theme 
as ‘paint it black’, the title of the Rolling 
Stones’ song about depression or a dark 
night of the soul.

The phrase and song is open to 
interpretation, says Cruddas.

“We have challenged artists to listen 
to the song and produce a work inspired 
by it within an hour.”

Any media is eligible.
“It doesn’t have to be on paper just 

as long as the work is created within 
an hour and fits the theme. It’s not 
about making a masterpiece but trying 
something you might not have tried 
before.” 

The work also needs to be “exhibition-
ready” in time for tomorrow night’s 
auction of the works. 

From each sale, 20 percent will go 
towards the next Wet Paint project. 

The artist whose entry sells for the 
highest price will receive a prize and 
will get to choose the song that will be 
the theme of the next Wet Paint project.

 ■Wet paint – the “paint it black” 
challenge auction, Miharo gallery, 118 
Gladstone Road, tomorrow at 7pm. 
Dress code – black.

Painting it black at Miharo

ThisWeek

 ■ Sammy J – the Someday Tour
Australian native Sammy Johnson 
embraces his Maori and Polynesian 
roots to create positive and uplifting 
music. Smash Palace, tonight, 8pm. 
Tickets $35 from ticketspace.co.nz

 ■ Pangaea
Indian and Western music fusion 
with sitar, acoustic guitar, tabla 
and flute. Dome Room, Saturday, 
8.30pm. Tickets $20+bf from 
undertheradar, door sales $20.

 ■ Harbinger Metallica Tribute
Harbinger with Shadows in the 
Darkness bringing the sound of 
System of a Down. Smash Palace, 
Saturday. Shadows in the Darkness, 
8pm. Harbinger, 9pm. Tickets 
trybooking.com, $20.

 ■ Stars in Their Eyes auditions
Sunday February 23, 10am-4pm. 
Centre Stage rooms, 260 Childers 
Road. To book a time call/text 027 
536 8096 or 021 540 690.

COMING UP

 ■ Canadian roots and blues 
musician Joel Fafard
EastEnd Cafe, Wairoa, Wednesday, 
February 26. Tickets $20 from the 
cafe. Music starts around 7.30pm.

 ■ Sea Mouse 
Garage rock infused psychedelia. 
Dome Room, Friday, February 
28, 8.30pm. Tickets $15+bf from 
undertheradar

 ■ Isaiah B Brunt + Itty Kitty
Dome Room, Thursday, March 12 
7pm. Tickets $20 from The Aviary.

Got something going on?  
Let The Guide know at  

guide@gisborneherald.co.nz,

ArtsGuide

VISUAL ARTS

 ■Miharo gallery, 118 Gladstone 
Road
Wet Paint – a “paint it black” 
challenge auction, tomorrow, 7pm. 
Dress code – black. 

 ■ Tairawhiti Museum
The Lieutenant’s Calling Card 
and the Response of a Quizzical 
Eye. Native Voices: Ko au, ko 
matau - I am, we are. Tu te 
Whaihanga — 37 taonga. Mon-
Sat, 10am-4pm. Ocean — recent 
works by Jolene Douglas and 
Nick Tupara.

 ■Muir’s Bookshop Cafe
Fabric art by Christina Drain.

 ■ Verve
A Second Fruiting: Collaborative 
works by John Walsh, Richard 
Rogers and Daryl File.

 ■ Paul Nache Gallery
New works by Australian artist 
Rhys Lee.

 ■ Zest Cafe
Photography exhibition by Elenor 
Gill and Kate Snow

WET PAINT: Miharo gallery 
co-founders Rosie Cruddas 
(left) and Hera Clifton will 
auction works created by a 
range of artists for the gallery’s 
inaugural Wet Paint challenge.
 Picture by Paul Rickard
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by Mark Peters

F
inger-style and slide guitar roots 
and blues will next week see out the 
last of the Wairoa’s EastEnd Cafe 

summer international music series.
Originally from Saskatchewan, award-

winning guitarist Joel Fafard once told 
Canada’s CBC news his move to British 
Columbia in 2008 was instrumental to his 
development as a songwriter.

“I was trying to figure out how I could 
write simple songs,” Fafard said.

“I wanted to write simple songs that 
could be timeless.”

The answer came to him one day in the 
woodshed on his property in a forest on the 
edge of the water.

“I live a pretty simple life,” he said.
“Why don’t I just start writing about me?”
His sandpapered vocals are said to be 

those of a new generation bluesman.
Fafard has earned both a Juno 

nomination (Canada’s Grammy awards) 
and a Western Canadian Music Award for 
his guitar playing. Along the way, some of 
his eight albums have gathered regional 
and national award nominations in Canada.  
He has also been a runner up for an 
International Acoustic Music Award.

 ■ Joel Fafard, EastEnd Cafe, Wairoa, 
Wednesday Feb 26. Tickets $20 from the 
cafe.  Dinner will be available from 6pm 
and the music will start around 7.30pm.

From Saskatchewan to Wairoa

BLUESMAN IN WAIROA: Award-winning 
Canadian roots and blues musician Joel 
Fafard is to take his finger-style and 
slide guitar roots and blues to Wairoa’s 
EastEnd Cafe. Picture supplied  

F
rom Kill ‘Em All through to 
Hardwired . . . to Self-Destruct, 
songs from Metallica’s every 

album will make up Gisborne tribute act 
Harbinger’s show at Smash Palace on 
Saturday.  

The American heavy metal band’s fast 
tempos, instrumentals and aggressive 
musicianship made them one of the 
founding “big four” bands of thrash metal, 
alongside Megadeth, Anthrax and Slayer. 

“We haven’t done a big show like 
this for years,” says Harbinger founder 
Vincent Hogan.

“Metallica’s career is varied. Early on 
they did quite heavy thrash metal with 
the odd ballad in between. Later on they 
went more mainstream and more towards 
heavy rock.”  

Metal is like any other music, Hogan 
told the Guide last year. 

“It’s very diverse. I like the technicality 
in it and there are a lot of themes. It 
tends to be fairly melancholy — anti-war 
stuff and stuff about the world. It often 
doesn’t pull any punches and will delve 
into things people don’t talk about.” 

Harbinger will be joined by support 
act Shadows In The Darkness who will 
perform a tribute act dedicated to songs 
by Armenian-American heavy metal band 
System of a Down. 

 ■Massively Metallica - Harbinger 
Metallica Tribute with support act 
Shadows in the Darkness, Smash 
Palace, February 22 at 9pm. Tickets 
$20 from www.trybooking.com

Massively Metallica at Smash

MAN ON FIRE: Bass player Vincent 
Hogan (right) of Gisborne heavy metal 
act Harbinger and smokin’ guitarist Brad 
Ion show the sort of power the band will 
bring to its Metallica tribute show on 
Saturday. Picture supplied 

The Gisborne Herald • Thursday, February 20, 2020   21

3
0
4
4
9
-0
5

New Shows 
Announcing Soon!

Menopause The Musical
Thursday, March 19th, 7.30pm

Showtime Entertainment presents

Ten Tenors

Love Is In The Air
Sunday, April 26th, 8pm

Leaving Jackson – The Johnny 

Cash & June Carter Show
Wednesday, August 12, 7pm

TINA – Simply The Best
Monday, March 30th, 8.00pm 

Moscow Ballet La Classique

Sleeping Beauty
Wednesday, May 13th, 7.30pm 

Tickets on sale from 
Gisborne i-SITE

Friends! the Musical Parody
Friday September 18th, 7.30pm

Showtime Australia presents

The ABBA Show
Monday November 23rd, 8.00pm

Showcase Entertainment presents

Floyd Live
Sunday June 14th, 7.30pm
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by Mark Kennedy, AP Film Writer

I
f the Hollywood mantra for making 
blockbusters is “faster, faster, faster,” 
then the creators of Sonic the 

Hedgehog have wisely ignored it.
The little blue alien who can sprint 

quicker than the speed of light has 
ironically benefited from slowing it down, 
taking a pit stop to retool and emerge this 
month as a total crowd-pleaser.

Respectful of the rich history of the 
brand and yet welcoming to newcomers, 
Sonic the Hedgehog is a feel-good buddy 
movie for both adults and their own little 
aliens. “Nailed it!” screams Sonic at one 
point and that might be a fitting summary 
for the film.

Director Jeff Fowler has been entrusted 
on his feature film debut with bringing to 
life the ball of super CGI energy, whose 
origins lie in Sega video games. But 
things didn’t look too good when a trailer 
dropped last April that portrayed Sonic as 
more rat-like with creepy human teeth. 
An outcry led to the film being delayed for 
a reset, resulting in a Sonic with a sleeker 
design, larger eyes and fewer chompers.

While there’s no way to give a side-by-
side comparison, the film that emerges 
portrays Sonic as a cute, naive teenager, 
prone to saying very 2020 things like “I 
am living my best life” and “I can’t with 
that guy.” He has fled his own planet with 
a warning to “never stop running” and a 
twist on the Spider-Man proverb: “With 
great power comes great power-hungry 
bad guys.”

In the script by Pat Casey and Josh 
Miller, Sonic is naturally attracted to 

fast things — Flash comic books and the 
movie Speed (Keanu Reeves is “a natural 
treasure”, declares our heroic blue guy, one 
of many lines that will go over your little 
ones’ heads.)

Reeves isn’t the only celebrity to get a 
shout-out: Vin Diesel, Will Smith and Obi-
Wan Kenobi are all invoked for laughs. 
Amazon and Olive Garden also get some 
love. There’s a weird urban-versus-rural 
tension throughout, with the scriptwriters 
clearly putting their fingers on the scale 
against life in the big city. One great 
sequence ends with everyone agreeing on 
a common enemy: hipsters.

The plot isn’t too far from the classic ET 
or the more modern Bumblebee — an alien 

lands on Earth to hide and soon must 
team up with a kindly human (James 
Marsden, in a very Marsden groove) to 
escape the clutches of evil government 
scientists who want to dissect it.

In this case, Jim Carrey dons a Civil 
War moustache and a black full-length 
leather coat to play the baddie Dr. 
Robotnik as only he can — ultra-arch, 
absolutely unhinged and dangerously 
unpredictable.

Sonic, voiced by Ben Schwartz, is sweet 
and funny and self-aware. He does The 
Floss. He farts. He wears gloves, socks 
and sneakers but points out “I’m not 
even wearing pants.” He discovers what 
a bucket list is and instantly wants to do 

all kinds of stuff, including start a bar 
fight. “You two are so cute,” a woman tells 
Marsden and Sonic. They protest: They’re 
loose cannons. (Okay, very cute loose 
cannons).

The non-human one goes fast, to be 
sure. A radar gun clocks him at 483 
kmh but later in the film he moves so 
fast he stops time, zipping around while 
everyone is as still as a statue. The 
filmmakers have also added an excellent, 
propulsive soundtrack, which includes X 
Ambassadors, Queen and the Wiz Khalifa-
led “Speed Me Up.” 

There are references to the video game 
throughout, including a sequence in which 
Dr. Robotnik chases Sonic through Paris, 
up the Egyptian pyramids, and along the 
Great Wall of China. Green Hill is where 
the creature ends up on Earth — echoing 
a key level in the game — and we learn 
he hates mushrooms, a frequent Sonic 
touchstone.

So much thought has been put into 
the film that at the very beginning, the 
Paramount logo substitutes its regular 
stars for Sonic’s golden rings. A potential 
sequel is set-up during the end credits 
— as well as the glimpse of a familiar 
creature that fans are sure to get excited 
about. The filmmakers might not have 
rushed making this film, but that’s no 
reason for you to press the brakes now.

 ■ Sonic the Hedgehog, a Paramount 
Pictures release, is rated PG for action, 
some violence, rude humor and brief 
mild language. Running time: 99 
minutes. Three and a half stars out of 
four.

Sonic the Hedgehog ‘nails it’

JOINING FORCES: Sonic, voiced by Ben Schwartz, tries to navigate the complexities 
of life on Earth with his newfound best friend — a human.  Paramount via AP picture

	 FilmGuide

ODEON MULTIPLEX

 ■ The Professor and the Madman
Mel Gibson plays Oxford English 
Dictionary editor Professor James Murray, 
and Sean Penn, American Civil War 
veteran and convicted murderer Dr W.C. 
Minor, who submitted over 10,000 words 
for inclusion. Adapted from The Surgeon 
of Crowthorne, by Simon Winchester.

 ■ The Legend of Baron To’a
A Tongan entrepreneur comes home and 
inadvertently causes the theft of his late 
father’s pro wrestling title belt. He must 
embrace his father’s legacy to get it back. 
Stars Xavier Horan and Uli Latukefu. 

 ■ The Call of the Wild
Harrison Ford stars in story based on the 
Jack London novel about the adventures 
of a dog who finds his true place in life.

 ■ Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan
A Hindi-language comedy-drama 
focusing on same-sex marriage.

 ■ Emma
A new take on Jane Austen’s novel of a 
romantic meddler, starring Anya Taylor-
Joy, Johnny Flynn and Bill Nighy.

 ■ Helen Kelly — Together
Director Tony Sutorius follows New 
Zealand unionist and campaigner Helen 
Kelly for the last nine months of her life.

 ■ Richard Jewell
Clint Eastwood directs a film about a 
hero suspected of being the villain. Stars 
Paul Walter Hauser and Sam Rockwell.

 ■ Jojo Rabbit
An Oscar bow for Taika Waititi’s film.

 ■ Sonic the Hedgehog
Sonic, a blue anthropomorphic hedgehog 
from another world, comes to Earth to 
escape evil forces seeking to harness his 
power of super-speed.

 ■ Parasite
Greed and class discrimination threaten 
the newly formed symbiotic relationship 

between the wealthy Park family and the 
destitute Kim clan.

 ■ Birds of Prey
Harley Quinn (Margot Robbie) faces the 
wrath of crime boss Black Mask (Ewan 
McGregor). But Harley finds some allies.

 ■Midway
Roland Emmerich directs star-laden cast 
in film about key WW2 naval battle.

 ■ 1917
Two British soldiers must deliver a 
message calling off an attack that could 
cost the lives of 1600 men.

DOME CINEMA

 ■ La Belle Époque
French movie in which a man in his 60s 
revisits the time he met his wife.

 ■ The Peanut Butter Falcon
A Down syndrome man runs away to be 
a pro wrestler, on the way befriending an 
“outlaw” who becomes his coach and ally.

 ■ Aotearoa Surf Film Festival
Annual selection of surf feature films, 
documentaries and short films.

 ■ Beats
Teenage boys in 1994 Scotland, best 
friends with no control over their lives, 
risk all to attend an illegal rave.

 ■ A Mindful Choice
New Zealand film made as a result of 
world travel in which the transformative 
effects of meditation were investigated.

 ■ Far Out Films double-feature
Heavy Metal Parking Lot: Groups of 
young heavy metal fans are interviewed 
at a tailgate party in the parking lot 
outside the Maryland venue of a 1986 
Judas Priest/Dokken concert. Always for 
Pleasure: A 1978 documentary about 
social traditions in New Orleans.

 ■ International Ocean Film Tour
A two-hour collection of the best marine 
adventures and water sports films.
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THURSDAY—FRIDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 0 

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0 

 7pm Seven Sharp 0 

 7.30 Jamie’s Ultimate Veg 0   

Jamie Oliver sets out to 

change the way people 

think about vegetables, 

whether they are a 

vegetarian or just want 

to start eating less 

meat, with some easy 

recipes.

 8.30 Who Wants To Be A 

Millionaire? UK 0 

 9.30 Coronation Street PGR 0   

Bethany makes a 

discovery about Ray; 

have Fiz and Tyrone 

made the right decision?

 10.30 1 News Tonight 0 

 11pm F Heathrow: 

Britain’s Busiest 

Airport 3 0   

Series exploring life 

behind the scenes at 

Europe’s biggest airport, 

focusing on the almost 

77,000 people working 

on the airfield and in the 

terminals.

 11.30 F 10k Holiday 

Home 3 0 

  FRIDAY  

 12am Outback Truckers AO 3 

 1am Te Karere 3 

 1.25 Infomercials 

 5.35 Te Karere 3 

 6am Breakfast 

 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show 0 

 10am Tipping Point 3 

 11am The Chase 3 0 

 Noon 1 News At Midday 0 

 12.30 Emmerdale PGR 0 

 1pm Coronation Street  

PGR 3 0 

 2pm The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show 3 0 

 3pm Tipping Point 0 

 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Dog Squad 0 

 5pm The Chase 0 

 5.30 The Breakdown 

 6.30 Sky Sport News 

 7pm Gallagher Premiership 

 8pm French Top 14 Highlights 

 8.30 Thursday Night Kick Off 

 9pm Crusaders v Hurricanes: 

2019 

 11pm Thursday Kick Off 

 11.30 Gallagher Premiership: 

Tigers v Wasps 

  FRIDAY  

 1.30 Thursday Kick Off 

 2am French Top 14: Bordeaux 

v Lyon 

 4am French Top 14: Racing 92 

v Toulouse 

 6am Thursday Kick Off 

 6.30 Pro14: Dragons v 

Benetton 

 8.30 Super Rugby: Blues v 

Crusaders 

 9am Super Rugby: Rebels v 

Waratahs 

 9.30 Super Rugby: Sunwolves 

v Chiefs 

 10am Super Rugby: Hurricanes 

v Sharks 

 10.30 Super Rugby: Brumbies v 

Highlanders 

 11am Super Rugby: Lions v 

Stormers 

 11.30 Super Rugby: Jaguares v 

Reds 

 Noon Thursday Kick Off 

 12.30 Pro14 Highlights Show 

 1.30 Gallagher Premiership 

Highlights Show 

 2.30 French Top 14 Highlights 

 3pm Thursday Kick Off 

 3.30 Japan Top League: 

Steelers v Black Rams 

 4pm Super Rugby: Blues v 

Crusaders 

 4.30 Super Rugby: Brumbies v 

Highlanders 

 5pm The Breakdown 

 7.30 Women’s: White Ferns v 

South Africa (RPL)  

Fourth T20.  

From Basin Reserve in 

Wellington.

 11pm Big Bash: Strikers v 

Thunder (HLS)  

The Knockout.  

From the Adelaide Oval.

 11.30 Big Bash: Stars v 

Thunder (HLS)  

The Challenger.

  FRIDAY  

 12am Big Bash: Sixers v 

Stars (RPL)  

The Final.  

From the SCG, Sydney.

 4am L Pakistan Super 

League  

Quetta v Islamabad.  

From National Stadium, 

Karachi.

 9.30 Ford Trophy Final: Aces 

v Volts (HLS)   

From Hagley Oval, 

Christchurch.

 10am Blackcaps v India (HLS)  

Third ODI.  

From Bay Oval, Mount 

Maunganui.

 11am L Blackcaps v India  

First Test: Day One.  

From the Basin Reserve, 

Wellington.

 5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 6pm Highway Thru Hell PG 

 7pm Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 7.30 CSI MV 

 8.30 NCIS MV 

 9.30 Seal Team MV 

 10.30 SVU MVS 

 11.15 Highway Thru Hell PG 

  FRIDAY  

 12.05 Robot Wars 

 12.50 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 1.15 Jeopardy! PG 

 1.40 Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 2.05 Seal Team MV 

 2.55 NCIS MV 

 3.40 SVU MVS 

 4.25 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 4.50 CSI MV 

 5.35 The Simpsons PG 

 6am Jeopardy! PG 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 6.50 The Simpsons PG 

 7.15 Robot Wars PGV 

 8am Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 8.30 Highway Thru Hell PG 

 9.20 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 9.45 Charmed M 

 10.30 SVU MV 

 11.15 Robot Wars 

 Noon Jeopardy PG 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 12.50 NCIS MV 

 1.40 Seal Team MV 

 2.25 Charmed M 

 3.10 Robot Wars 

 4pm The Simpsons PG 

 4.30 Jeopardy! PG 

 5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 5pm Leave No Trace PGC 

2018 Drama. Thomasin 

McKenzie, Ben Foster.

 6.50 Super Troopers 

2 16VLSC 2018 Comedy. Jay 

Chandrasekhar, Kevin 

Heffernan.

 8.30 Men In Black: 

International MVC 2019 

Action. Decorated Agent H 

and determined rookie 

M face a new alien 

threat that can take 

the form of anyone, 

including MIB agents. 

Chris Hemsworth, Tessa 

Thompson.

 10.30 Poms PGLS 2019 Comedy. 

Diane Keaton, Jacki 

Weaver.

  FRIDAY  

 12am The Padre MVL 2018 Drama. 

Tim Roth, Nick Nolte.

 1.35 Sisters Of The 

Groom PGC 2017 Romance.

 3am Leave No Trace PGC 2018 

Drama.

 4.50 Super Troopers 2 16VLSC 

2018 Comedy.

 6.30 Men In Black: 

International MVC 2019 

Action.

 8.25 Poms PGLS 2019 Comedy.

 9.55 The Padre MVL 2018 Drama.

 11.30 Super Troopers 2 16VLSC 

2018 Comedy.

 1.10 Men In Black: 

International MVC 2019 

Action.

 3.05 Madeline’s Madeline MLS 

2018 Drama.

 4.40 Loving Pablo 16VLSC 2018 

Action.

 5.40 Railroad Australia PG 

 6.35 Gold Rush PG 

 7.30 Gold Rush PG 

 8.30 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 9.25 Undercover 

Billionaire PG Take the 

Bull by the Horns.

 10.15 Homestead Rescue PG 

 11.05 Naked And Afraid MVL 

 11.55 How It’s Made PG 

  FRIDAY  

 12.20 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.45 The World’s Deadliest 

Weather Caught On 

Camera PG 

 1.35 Deadliest Catch M 

 2.25 Moonshiners MVL 

 3.15 Bering Sea Gold PG 

 4.05 What On Earth? PG 

 4.55 Naked And Afraid MVL 

 5.45 Deadliest Catch M 

 6.35 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 7.30 The World’s Deadliest 

Weather Caught On 

Camera PG 

 8.20 Gold Rush PG 

 9.10 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 10am How It’s Made PG 

 10.25 How Do They Do It? PG 

 10.50 Railroad Australia PG 

 11.40 Swamp Murders M 

 12.30 The Perfect Murder M 

 1.20 The 1980s: The 

Deadliest Decade M 

 2.10 The World’s Deadliest 

Weather Caught On 

Camera PG 

 3pm Bering Sea Gold PG 

 3.50 Deadliest Catch M 

 4.45 Gold Rush PG 

 5.40 Railroad Australia PG 

 5pm The Simpsons 3 0 

 5.30 Home And Away 0 

 6pm The Big Bang Theory 3 0 

 6.30 Neighbours 0 

 7pm Shortland Street PGR 0 

 7.30 Ten 7 Summer PGR 0   

A look back at some of 

the biggest cases and 

best moments on the 

show.

 8pm Booze Patrol PGR 0 

 8.30 Ambulance Australia PGR 

0  Series following 

the dispatchers and 

paramedics of Australia’s 

busiest ambulance 

service on the job.

 9.40 Naked Attr AO 0 

 10.35 Two And A Half  

Men PGR 3 0 

 11.05 Mom AO 3 0 

 11.35 Claws AO 0 

  FRIDAY  

 12.30 Private Practice AO 3 0 

 1.15 Shortland Street PGR 3 0 

 1.40 Infomercials 

 2.45 Lucifer AO 3 0 

 3.25 Love Island UK AO 3 

 4.20 The Crystal Maze 3 0 

 5.05 Neighbours 3 0 

 5.30 Infomercials 

 6.30 Darwin And Newts 0 

 6.40 Moon And Me 0 

 7am My Little Pony 3 0 

 7.25 Star v The Forces Of 

Evil 3 0 

 7.50 Bunnicula 3 0 

 8.15 The Lion Guard 3 0 

 8.35 Goldie And Bear 3 0 

 9am Religious Infomercials 

 10.05 Neighbours 3 0 

 10.35 Mike And Molly PGR 3 0 

 11am Army Wives PGR 3 0 

 Noon 2 Broke Girls AO 3 0 

 1pm Take Me Out PGR 0 

 2pm American Housewife 3 0 

 2.30 Home And Away 3 0 

 3pm Shortland Street PGR 3 0 

 3.35 Bluey 0 

 3.40 The Barefoot Bandits 3 0 

 4.05 The Deep 0 

 4.30 Friends 3 0 

 5pm The Simpsons 3 0 

 5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0 

 6pm NewsHub Live At 6pm 

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 Zumbo’s Just 

Desserts PGR 0   

The dessert makers 

must create a reflective, 

mirror-like dessert, 

and the top two must 

recreate Zumbo’s Time 

for a Grilling, with the 

winner receiving a 

golden ticket to the 

Grand Final.

 8.35 The Graham Norton 

Show PGR 0   

Joining Graham are 

Oscar-nominated actor 

Margot Robbie, Daniel 

Kaluuya, Jodie Turner-

Smith, and Hollywood 

great Jim Carrey, with 

music from Lewis 

Capaldi.

 9.40 F Flirty Dancing PGR 

0  Dance teacher 

Daniel has the moves, 

but is lost on dating; 

will he find his groove 

with Tatijana? Rayna is 

looking for a man with a 

six pack; will firefighter 

Jay deliver?

 10.40 NewsHub Late 

 11.10 NCIS: LA AO 3 0 

  FRIDAY  

 12.05 Infomercials 3 

 6am The AM Show 

 9am House Rules PGR 3 0 

 10.05 Infomercials 3 

 11.35 Millionaire Hot Seat 3 0 

 12.35 Face The Truth PGR 

 1.05 Dr Phil AO 

 2pm America’s Got Talent: 

The Champions 3 0 

 3.55 F Outback 

Gourmet 3 

 4.30 NewsHub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun 0  

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Courtside 

 6.30 Sky Sport News 

 7pm The Crowd Goes Wild 

 7.30 SpeedWorks Motorsport   

The first round of 

the D1NZ Series at 

Teretonga Park.

 9.30 F Extreme Salvage 

Squad AO 0  A catamaran 

is smashed up on the 

rocks, and needs to be 

salvaged. It is a tricky 

retrieval with lots of 

moving parts, but the 

team find it hard to give 

the job their complete 

attention.

 10.30 The Crowd Goes Wild 3 

 11pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PGR 

  FRIDAY  

 12am Closedown 

 6am Ben 10 3 0 

 6.25 The Powerpuff Girls 3 0 

 6.50 Endangered Species 3 0 

 7.15 Danny Phantom 3 

 7.40 The Fairly Odd 

Parents 3 0 

 8.05 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky And 

Dawn 3 

 8.30 The Moe Show 3 0 

 9am Celebrity Antiques Road 

Trip 3 

 10am The Doctors PGR 

 11am The Chase Australia 3 0 

 Noon Everybody Loves 

Raymond 3 0 

 12.30 NCIS: New Orleans PGR 

3 0  (Part 2)

 1.30 Frasier 3 

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PGR 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm A Place In The Sun 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun 0 

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Paia 

 5.10 My Mokai 

 5.40 He Rourou 3 

 5.50 E Kori 3 

 5.55 E Ki E Ki 

 6pm Haati Paati 3 

 6.10 Huhu: Te Tunga Rakau 

 6.20 Huritua 

 6.30 Te Ao: Maori News 

 7pm Tangaroa With Pio 

 7.30 Easy Eats 3 

 8pm Funny Whare: 

Gamesnight PGR 3 

 8.30 Haka Global 3 

 9pm Sidewalk Karaoke PGR 3 

 9.30 Tongue Tied AO 3 

 10pm Only In Aotearoa AO 3 

 10.30 Jimi’s World AO 

 11pm Te Ao: Maori News 3 

 11.30 Closedown 

  FRIDAY  

 6.30 Waiata Mai 

 6.40 Pukoro 

 7.10 Tamariki Haka 3 

 7.20 E Kori 

 7.25 Pipi Ma 

 7.30 ZooMoo 3 

 7.40 Te Nutube 

 7.50 Darwin + Newts 3 

 8am Polyfest Kapa Haka 

 8.30 Sidewalk Karaoke PGR 3 

 9am Easy Eats 3 

 9.30 Opaki 3 

 10am Celebrity Playlist 3 

 10.30 Whanau Living 3 

 11am Matangi Rau 3 

 Noon Funny Whare: 

Gamesnight PGR 3 

 12.30 Finding Aroha PGR 3 

 1pm Nga Pari Karangaranga 

O Te Motu 3 

 1.30 Opaki 3 

 2pm Toku Reo 3 

 3pm Senior Kapa Haka 

Regionals 3 

 3.30 Playlist 

 4pm IVF World Sprints 3 

 4.30 Tribe 

 5pm Waiata Mai 

 5.10 Pukoro 

 5.40 Tamariki Haka 3 

 5.50 E Kori 3 

 5.55 Pipi Ma 

5.30 Mysteries At The Museum  
6.30 American Pickers  
7.30 Yukon Gold PGR  8.30 The 

Day The Rock Star Died PGR  
9.30 Ozzy And Jack’s World 

Detour PGR  10.30 American 

Pickers  11.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum   

FRIDAY   
12.30 Trust Me I’m A Doctor  
1.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort 

Food  2.30 Alone AO  3.30 The Day 

The Rock Star Died PGR  4am Ozzy 

And Jack’s World Detour PGR  
5am Mysteries At The Museum  
6am Trust Me I’m A Doctor  
7am The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort 

Food  8am Animal Empires  
9am Great Australian Cookbook  
9.30 Climbing The Property 

Ladder  10.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum  11.30 Ozzy And Jack’s 

World Detour PGR  12.30 American 

Pickers  1.30 The Day The 

Rock Star Died PGR  2.30 Yukon 

Gold PGR  3.30 Baby Animals And 

Friends  4.30 Culinary Genius  
5.30 Mysteries At The Museum  

5pm Hoarders  6pm Judge 
Jerry  6.30 Love It Or List It  
7.30 Hollywood Medium With 
Tyler Henry  8.30 Below Deck AO  
9.30 The Real Housewives Of 
Cheshire AO  10.35 Snapped PGR  
11.30 Snapped: Killer Couples AO  

FRIDAY   
12.20 Infomercials  
10am Four Weddings 
USA  11am Snapped PGR  
Noon Keeping Up With The 
Kardashians AO  1pm The 
Real Housewives Of Beverly 
Hills PGR  2pm Below Deck AO  
3pm Undercover Boss  
4pm The Kelly Clarkson Show  
5pm Hoarders  

5pm Checkpoint  
6.30 Trending Now  
6.55 The House  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
8.15 Dateline Pacific  
Current-affairs programme 
covering the major Pacific stories 
of the week.  
8.30 Windows On The World  
International public-radio features 
and documentaries.  
9.06 Our Changing World With 
Alison Ballance.  
10pm News At Ten  
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.  
11.06 The Music 101 Pocket 
Edition  

FRIDAY  12.04 The All 
Night Programme  5am First 
Up  6am Morning Report  
9.06 Nine To Noon  10.45 The 
Reading  Noon Midday Report  
1.06 Afternoons  4.06 The Panel  
5pm Checkpoint  

Jamie’s Ultimate Veg 
 7.30pm on TVNZ 1

Ambulance Australia 
 8.30pm on TVNZ 2

Yukon Gold 
 7.30pm on Choice

Compiled by20Feb20

© TVNZ 2020 © TVNZ 2020



SURFING

THE inaugural Piha Pro has added another 
world champion to its ranks, with Brazilian Adriano 
De Souza today confirmed as an entrant. 

Following on from the announcements of Kelly 
Slater and Carissa Moore, De Souza’s participation 
ensures that 16 world championships are 
represented at Piha next month. 

Remarkably, the World Surf League Challenger 
Series event will have no fewer than 22 competitors 
from the elite Championship Tour (CT) taking part. 

The men’s side is headlined by 11-time world 
champion Slater and 2015 champion De Souza, 
with Hawaiian Seth Moniz and Australian Jack 
Freestone the other standouts from the world’s top 
20. 

On the women’s side, five of the world’s top 
10 surfers will be at Piha, with four-time world 
champion Carissa Moore, Brazilian Tatiana 
Weston-Webb, France’s Johanne Defay, Hawaiian 
Malia Manuel and Australian Nikki Van Dijk. 

The WSL’s new Challenger Series is the highest-
level qualifying event for the Championship Tour. 
It comprises eight events and features CT surfers, 
as well as the hungriest young competitors in the 
world aiming to claim a place in the top tier of 
global surfing. 

Five Kiwis are entered to compete in the 
Corona Piha Pro, with local hopes spearheaded by 

experienced WSL athletes Paige Hareb and Mahia/
Gisborne’s Ricardo Christie, both of whom will be 
aiming to qualify for the Tokyo Olympic Games. 

Four more New Zealanders are guaranteed entry, 
with two male and two female surfers to emerge 
from a national trial competition on March 15. 

De Souza said that when he saw a Challenger 
Series event was being held in New Zealand he 
was “so pumped to go” because he had never 
been there.

“My good friend Ricardo Christie is from New 
Zealand so I’m hoping he will give me some good 
tips,” De Souza said.

“This event will be a great way to prepare for the 
Championship Tour, which starts only a week later. 
It will be a big test.”

The full list of CT athletes entered in the 
inaugural Corona Piha Pro —

Men: Kelly Slater, Jadson Andre, Adriano 
De Souza, Yago Dora, Ethan Ewing, Leonardo 
Fioravanti, Jack Freestone, Seth Moniz, Frederico 
Morais, Alex Ribeiro, Jack Robinson, Deivid Silva. 

Women: Keely Andrew, Macy-Jane Callaghan, 
Johanne Defay, Brisa Hennessy, Bronte Macaulay, 
Malia Manuel, Isabella Nichols, Amuro Tsuzuki, 
Nikki Van Dijk, Tatiana Weston-Webb.

Women’s CT Champion in 2019: Carissa 
Moore. 

The Corona Piha Pro WSL Challenger Series 
event runs from March 16 to 22 at Piha Beach.

De Souza added to list 
of champions for Piha

MOTORSPORT

MELBOURNE — 
Scott McLaughlin’s two 
Supercars championships 
might have come driving a 
Ford but the DJR Penske 
flyer began his career in a 
Holden.

As a prodigiously 
talented teenager, the New 
Zealander was part of the 
Red Lion family in 2012 
and 2013, racing for Garry 
Rogers Motorsport.

Knowing how the 
legendary brand operates, 
McLaughlin is bracing for 
the Holden army to have 
added motivation for this 
weekend’s season-opening 
Adelaide 500.

This won’t be just to 
prevent McLaughlin 
cantering to a third-straight 
title, but to send Holden 
off on a high after General 
Motors’ announcement of 
plans to shut down the car 
brand by the end of the 
year.

“It’s sad news. I started 
my career in that car (a 
Holden),” McLaughlin said. 
“To a number of Australians 
and New Zealanders, it’s a 
massive marquee for the 
sport.

“They were already 
probably coming in with 
a lot of emotion after last 
year so they’ll be wanting to 
send Holden off on a high 
and we’re ready for that. We 
want to spoil that party.”

McLaughlin was near 
untouchable last year, 
finishing a whopping 
562 points ahead of Red 
Bull Holden’s Shane van 
Gisbergen.

He won 18 races in 2019 
to break the Supercars’ 
record for most victories in 
a season. One of those was 
his breakthrough success 
at Bathurst, which was 
marred by controversy after 
cheating allegations.

It opened the door for 
a number of rivals to 
take aim at McLaughlin, 
with Scott Pye saying the 
championship season would 
“forever be tainted”.

McLaughlin is supremely 
fit after dropping seven 
kilograms in the off-season 
and testing in an Indycar in 
America.

“It’s going to be a long 
slog his season, but we’re 
really excited for the 
challenge of trying to go 
back-to-back-to-back,” 
McLaughlin said. — AAP

Reigning champ ready for
expected Holden charge

SUPERCARS 2020
Adelaide 500, Feb 20-23
Melbourne 400, March 12-15
Tasmania Super400, April 3-5
Auckland Super400, April 24-26
Perth SuperNight, May 15-17
Winton Super400, June 5-7
Townsville 400, June 26-28
Darwin Triple Crown, July 17-19
Sydney SuperNight, Aug 28-30
The Bend 500, Sept 18-20
Bathurst 1000, Oct 8-11
Gold Coast 600, Oct 30-Nov 1
Sandown Super400, Nov 20-22
Newcastle 500, Dec 4-6
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 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Ellen Page, 33; Jennifer Love Hewitt, 41; William Baldwin, 57; Kelsey 
Grammer, 65.

Happy Birthday:
Your inclination to be a dreamer, an entrepreneur and a competitor will 
help you overcome any emotional discord you face. Embracing challenges 
and participating to make a difference in this world will attract attention 
and prepare you for bigger and better opportunities and pursuits. Your fair, 
amicable approach to helping others will encourage you to reach for the 
stars. Your numbers are 8, 12, 20, 23, 31, 38, 49.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Before offering help or giving a donation, ind out the particulars to ensure 
your time or money will make a difference. Your interest will be welcome, 
and the interaction you have with someone you encounter will be beneicial. 
Personal gain is apparent. 4 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Make a change or a move for the right reason. If you act impulsively or under 
emotional stress, you will end up having to backtrack. Don't trust anyone 
asking for a handout or favor. Concentrate on personal growth and gains. 2 
stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Do your own thing to avoid interference. Personal improvements will add 
to your conidence and put you in a better position to negotiate. Refuse to 
let temptation entice you into something you shouldn't do. Moderation and 
common sense are favored. 5 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Look for any chance that comes along to improve your surroundings, 
relationships and future. Use your intelligence and your imagination to inspire 
you to try something new. Expand your interests, acquaintances and skills. 
Listen to good advice. 3 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Clear up debts. Work on a budget or payment plan that is reasonable to 
avoid ongoing stress. A partnership may experience a setback if you cannot 
divvy up the responsibilities evenly. Be fair, but not gullible, when negotiating. 
3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Make a positive change at home. Discuss your plans with anyone who will be 
affected by what you do. Get involved in an event or activity that will test your 
intelligence, and it will encourage you to excel. 3 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Someone you encounter will have a shared interest. The possibilities you 
discuss will prompt you to sign up for a course or do the research necessary 
to achieve your goals. A trip will help you get ahead. Romance is featured. 5 
stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Let your imagination take over in order to see where it leads. Don't feel 
you have to make a hasty decision because someone else does. Bide your 
time, live in the moment and let things unfold naturally. Learn from your 
experiences. 2 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
A personal change will be good for your emotional attitude as well as help 
you make better decisions. Say goodbye to those who use unfair tactics to 
dupe you into things you don't want to do. Focus on personal growth, integrity 
and love. 4 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Do what needs to be done, then move along. Talk to people with more 
experience or who can offer a different point of view. Looking at a situation 
from every angle will ensure that you make the wisest decision. 3 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Change can be useful as long as you don't let your emotions impact the 
choices you make. Look at the big picture, and gather facts before you 
decide to take on someone or something that can alter your life. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
If you want the freedom to do as you please, you'll have to give those close 
to you the same option. Discuss your intentions, and set up a plan that will 
beneit everyone and encourage better relationships moving forward. 3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are imaginative, encouraging and helpful. You are dedicated and a 
crusader.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD  No 10,919

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 6. Assert (7)

 7. Guide (5)

 9. Beam (3)

 10. Intensity (9)

 12. Pretence (4-7)

 15. Make a start 

(5,3,3)

 17. Insulted (9)

 19. Head covering 

(3)

 21. Caper (5)

 22. Perceive (7)

 1. Postpone (5)

 2. Beer (3)

 3. Rid (4)

 4. Chronometer (9)

 5. Hollow (7)

 8. Placid (6)

 11. Clumsy (9)

 13. Stretch (6)

 14. Desecrate (7)

 16. Harass (5)

 18. Way out (4)

 20. Freeze (3)

DOWNACROSS

Across: 7 Unfashionable; 8 
Tentacle; 9 Tune; 10 Agenda; 
12 Finery; 14 Remiss; 16 Levity; 
18  Warp ;  20  Res t ra in ;  22 
Retrospective.
Down: 1 Inveigle; 2 Fasten; 3 
Chic; 4 Powerful; 5 Hasten; 6 
Plan; 11 Abstruse; 13 Retrieve; 
15 Impart; 17 Verity; 19 Axes; 
21 Shed .
CRYPTIC

Across: 7 Leave in the air; 8 
Ghanaian; 9 Item; 10 Angels; 12 
Adrift; 14 Scrape; 16 Euchre; 18 
Emit; 20 King Lear; 22 Man of 
few words.
Down: 1 Mechanic; 2 Avenue; 3 
Mini; 4 Stone Age; 5 Senior; 6 
T i m e ;  1 1  S n e a k  o f f ;  1 3 
Forwards; 15 Action; 17 Callow; 
19 Mean; 21 News.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 10,918
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 6. More seasoned type of 

artiste (7)

 7. It’s laid down by our 

betters (5)

 9. One or more, but not 

all that many (3)

 10. Letting in - or out (9)

 12. Perhaps nothing is as 

surprising (11)

 15. A pointer for those 

needing water (8,3)

 17. Such speed could be 

fatal (9)

 19. In addition to love (3)

 21. Like a layer of wood 

(5)

 22. Arrange to order (7)

 1. Find me in a confused 
state (5)

 2. Didn’t drink fresh tea 
(3)

 3. Metal and a strip of 
leather (4)

 4. Wrong headcover? 
Don’t you believe it! (9)

 5. Recoil from being 
made confined again 
(7)

 8. Trying to avoid a 
punishment (6)

 11. One doesn’t hear them 
when they’re dropped 
(9)

 13. Tore in, perhaps, from 
the East (6)

 14. A catty female! (7)
 16. Inferior choice of 

directions (5)
 18. A lofty approach, of 

course (4)
 20. Choose a ring to take 

brief exercise (3)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOlUTiOn in nexT pUblicATiOn.



F1 record in Kimi’s sights
MONTMELÓ, Spain — Former champion Kimi 

Raikkonen enters the new season with a chance to 
break Formula One’s record for most race starts.

The 40-year-old Raikkonen has started 312 
races since his debut in 2001, leaving him just 11 
race starts shy of breaking Rubens Barrichello’s 
record of 322 between 1993 and 2011.

Defending champion Lewis Hamilton has the 
second-most starts of any driver in the current 
field with 250.

Raikkonen, driving for Alfa Romeo for a second 
straight year, is expected to reach the milestone 
in July at the Great Britain Grand Prix. — AP

Fans under virus scrutiny
SEOUL, South Korea — Fans of South Korean 

club Suwon Bluewings had to submit a medical 
questionnaire, wear a mask and have their 
temperature taken before watching the team play 
in the Asian Champions League today.

Then the team lost to Vissel Kobe 1-0 on a last-
minute goal from Kyogo Furuhashi.

Chinese teams have had their first three games 
in the group stage of the tournament postponed 
because of the virus spreading in their country. 
Other matches have gone ahead in the region, 
but South Korean authorities took precautions by 
checking fans before they were able to watch the 
Group G match in Seoul. — AP

Holmes named in trial team
VALENTINE Holmes will make his return to 

rugby league in North Queensland’s NRL trial 
against Brisbane. The former Australian and 
Queensland fullback has been named to play in 
the No.1 jersey against the Broncos on Saturday 
at Barlow Park in Cairns.

The 24-year-old former Australian and 
Queensland custodian has not played a 
professional rugby league game since the 2018 
finals with Cronulla. He returned to the code after 
an unsuccessful attempt to break into the NFL 
with the New York Jets.

Holmes was named in a 25-man squad by 
coach Paul Green, along with star forward 
Jason Taumalolo and NRL Nines player of the 
tournament Scott Drinkwater. — AAP

Messi: ‘Weird things happening’
BARCELONA — Lionel Messi says he sees 

“weird things happening” at Barcelona as the 
club president was forced to deny accusations of 
unethical social media practices.

A Spanish radio station said the La Liga 
champions hired a social media firm to criticise 
key figures associated with the team to protect 
president Josep Maria Bartomeu’s reputation.

Barcelona denied any wrongdoing in a 
statement on Monday night, with Bartomeu 
saying on the club website on Tuesday: “In (the) 
first place, and so that no one is left in any 
doubt, Barca has not contracted any services 
to disparage neither players, nor politicians, nor 
former presidents. It is completely false.”

Messi, in an interview with Catalan sports 
publication Mundo Deportivo as reported by 
L’Equipe, says he will wait to see if there is any 
truth in the accusations.

“I was a little surprised because I was not 
present, I was travelling,” Messi said.

“I discovered it all bit by bit. The president told 
us the same things he said in public.

“I see weird things happening. But it was also 
said that there would be evidence. We will have to 
wait to see if it is true or not.” — AAP

Big game for Flanagan
NEW recruit Kyle Flanagan will make his Sydney 

Roosters debut against St Helens in the World 
Club Challenge clash in St Helens, Merseyside, 
early on Sunday (NZ time).

The 21-year-old playmaker, who joined the NRL 
premiers from Cronulla at the end of last season, 
will line up alongside five-eighth Luke Keary in 
the halves for the match. — AAP

SPORTS BRIEFS

FOOTBALL

MANCHESTER — Manchester City 
chief executive Ferran Soriano has denied 
claims that the English Premier League 
champions broke the rules over Financial 
Fair Play regulations.

City were last week given a two-season 
ban from European football for breaching 
financial regulations, but have vowed 
to fight the verdict of an investigation 
by governing body UEFA into accounts 
submitted by the club between 2012 and 
2016.

“These allegations are simply not true,” 
Sorriano said in a video interview on the 
club’s website.

“The owner has not put money in this 
club that has not been properly declared.

“We are a sustainable football club, we 
are profitable, we don’t have debt, our 
accounts have been scrutinised many 
times, by auditors, by regulators, by 
investors, and this is perfectly clear.”

City, who have referred the case to the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport, have also 
been accused of not co-operating with the 
process. But Soriano refuted that.

“We delivered a long list of documents 
and support that we believe is irrefutable 
evidence that the claims are not true and 
it was hard because we did this in the 
context of information being leaked to 
the media in the context of feeling that 

every step of the way, every engagement 
we had, we felt that we were considered 
guilty before anything was even 
discussed.

“But at the end, this is an internal 
process that has been initiated and then 
prosecuted and then judged by this FFP 
chamber at UEFA.”

City responded to UEFA’s decision last 
week by calling it a “prejudiced process” 
and Soriano said: “Of course a lot of 
people come now and say, well what were 
you expecting? This is the way it works.”

Soriano said City were looking for 
an “early resolution” to the matter and 
hoped that it would be resolved before 
the start of summer. — PA

Man City chief executive hits back

CRICKET by Niall Anderson, NZ Herald

When BJ Watling readies himself 
behind the stumps to receive Trent 
Boult’s first delivery in the Black Caps’ 
first test against India tomorrow, they’ll 
both be under just a tad more pressure 
than the week before.

One of the Black Caps’ most 
successful combinations will resume 
their partnership in the first test at the 
Basin Reserve, after both took part in 
grassroots matches in order to prepare 
for the world’s No.1 test side.

While many of their test teammates 
were playing in ODIs against India, 
Watling made a rare return to the 
Hamilton side to play for representative 
cricket’s top prize, the Hawke Cup, while 
Boult’s presence would have been even 
more surprising for the opposition, as he 
turned out for the Otumoetai Cadets in 
Bay of Plenty club cricket.

“From club cricket at Tauranga Domain 
to test cricket at the Basin — it’s a bit of 
a jump in standard,” said Boult, who was 
completing his recovery from a broken 
hand suffered during the Boxing Day test 
against Australia in Melbourne.

Boult, playing in the same team as 
brother Jono, made seven while batting 
at seven as his side made 175, before 
producing figures of 8-3-19-4 and taking 
a catch as Lake Taupo were rolled for 66.

“I was pushing in off the long run; I 
think a couple of clubbies from Taupo 
really enjoyed that,” Boult said.

“I was trying to give it as much as I 
could. I struggled against some of the 
batsmen that Taupo had on offer but I 
was trying to replicate as much intensity 
as I could, because it was my only chance 
before the tests.

“I love going back to my club and 
turning up and giving back to the club a 
bit.”

Watling’s local outing had a bit more 
riding on it, as he helped Hamilton 
defend the Hawke Cup. Considering the 
competition, there were some strong sides 
on show, as Hamilton also called upon 
former Black Cap Anton Devcich and 
domestic regulars James Baker, Peter 
Bocock and Joe Walker, while opponents 
Hawke’s Bay had promising Central 
Districts youngsters Bayley Wiggins and 
Christian Leopard, as well as several 
other fringe CD players.

Taking the keeping gloves, Watling 
picked up three regulation catches in a 
tidy display on a low wicket as Hawke’s 
Bay were rolled for 166, before he 
made 58 from 103 balls batting at four, 
picking the gaps efficiently from the Bay 
spinners.

His innings was ended when he offered 
an edge to second slip off Bay seamer 
Jacob Smith (son of Ian), but in a game 
with plenty of Black Caps links, Watling 
had already batted for 36.2 overs in 
adding 132 alongside opener Elliot 
Santner (brother of Mitchell), who made 
a career-best 157.

From playing at Hamilton East’s 
Galloway Park, where you could hear 
every cry of “yes”, “no” or “waiting” from 
nearby houses — and where opposition 
players grumbled about “playing on a 
rugby field” — to awaiting the vocal 
Indian fans at the pristine Basin Reserve, 
Watling is excited to return to keeping 
at the highest level against the highest 
calibre of opposition.

“Hopefully the conditions suit our 
bowlers and we get a bit of swing . . . that 
would certainly help our cause,” he told 
D’Arcy Waldegrave on Radio Sport.

The Black Caps will be without star 
seamer Neil Wagner for the test.

Wagner was meant to link up with 

the Black Caps on Tuesday, before his 
departure was delayed as he and wife 
Lana await the birth of their first child in 
Tauranga.

He was then expected to join the team 
in time for training yesterday morning, 
only to still be waiting for the arrival, 
leading to his being officially ruled out of 
the test in Wellington, and Matt Henry 
called in as cover.

It continues a run where the Black 
Caps have been unable to consistently 
call on their first-choice seamers. 
Trent Boult missed two of the tests in 
Australia, while Lockie Ferguson went 
down injured during the first test in 
Perth and Tim Southee sat out the finale 
in Sydney.

Now, Wagner’s wait means there will 
be no reunion for the Black Caps’ usual 
seam trio, with Boult and Southee to be 
joined by Kyle Jamieson, who is now set 
to make his test debut.

Henry’s only path to a potential recall 
into the playing 11 would be the Black 
Caps opting to go with four seamers at 
the Basin Reserve, but the most likely 
option will see Boult, Southee and 
Jamieson as the three seamers, with Ajaz 
Patel as the spinning option, and Colin 
de Grandhomme’s medium-pacers heavily 
used as well.

Return to their roots
Watling, Boult play for clubs ahead of test

CRICKET by Michael Ramsey, AAP

JOHANNESBURG — Steve Smith 
admits he had flashbacks returning to 
the Johannesburg hotel where his world 
came crashing down after confessing to 
ball-tampering.

But Smith says he’s excited to be back 
in South Africa for the first time since his 
career low-point and believes people have 
largely moved on from the saga.

Australia are set to face South Africa in 
three T20 internationals beginning today 

at the Wanderers, followed by three ODIs.
The tourists have set up camp at the 

same Johannesburg hotel where Smith, 
David Warner and Cameron Bancroft 
arrived in disgrace after it was revealed 
they had plotted to tamper with the ball 
in the previous test in Cape Town.

The trio met with then-Cricket 
Australia boss James Sutherland at the 
hotel, where Smith was told he had been 
banned for 12 months.

“Probably just walking into the hotel, 
just initially I was like ‘last time I was 

here, it wasn’t pretty’,” Smith said.
“It wasn’t the best time in my life. But 

I’ve moved on from that, learned a lot 
over the past two years and I’m moving 
forward. It’s good to be back here playing 
and I’m looking forward to this series.”

The former captain fully expects a 
hostile reception from South African fans 
notorious for targeting opposition players, 
particularly when Australia return to 
the scene of the crime at Newlands for 
Wednesday’s T20 series-finale.

But Smith said he hadn’t had any 

awkward moments during the team’s 
stay in Johannesburg.

“I’ve been to a few of the restaurants 
and people have been lovely,” he said.

“Guys have come up and had some 
photos and things like that and been 
really nice. That’s been good.”

Smith and Warner were booed and 
jeered throughout England during the 
Ashes and World Cup, which coach Justin 
Langer said would be a “great dress 
rehearsal” for what they could expect in 
their return to South Africa.

Return to South Africa brings back memories for Smith

HOW’S THAT? Trent Boult appeals successfully for lbw against Bangladesh’s Tamin 
Iqbal during a test at Wellington’s Basin Reserve in January 2017. Boult is hoping for 
a successful return to the capital in the test against India. NZ Herald picture
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Patutahi

“GOOSES Cooked.” 
“Thunderstruck by AC/DC.”
“Cooked up a winning storm.”
The headline writers would have 

had a pun-filled field day after Aomihi 
and Dick Cook’s decimation of the 
course at Patutahi’s open opening day 
tournament on Sunday.

The Te Puia Springs couple, who 
have the licence plate AC/DC on their 
courier van, rampaged to 53 points 
to win the Canadian mixed pairs 
stableford.

Waikohu’s Tom Smith and Marg 
Tuapawa also cracked a half-century 
while Gisborne Park’s Dave Te Maro 
and Patutahi’s Materoa Philip were 
third on 48.

You needed to be on top of your 
game to be anywhere near the major 
prizes.

Eddie Brown junior had eight birdies 
in his senior men’s stableford-winning 
70-7-63, for 43 points.

Rocky Pardoe won the junior 
men’s stableford with 43 points on 
countback from Mason Smith.

William Brown won the senior men’s 
gross with 3-under 67 while Adam 
Brodie won the junior gross with 78 
off a 14-handicap.

TUESDAY — Women’s par: M Philip 
97-30-67, +3; M Winiata 94-28-66, +3.

SUNDAY — Patutahi open opening 
day tournament, Canadian mixed pairs 

stableford: D and A Cook 53, T Smith/M 
Tuapawa 50, D Te Maro/M Philip 48, W 
Baty/S Gray 45, S Pittar/S Robertson 
43, L Green/V Grace 43, D Skudder/H 
Pomana 41.

Senior men’s gross: W Brown 67.
Senior men’s stableford: E Brown jr 43, 

G Brown 42, O Willimott 41, C Beattie 
41, H Brown 41, T Hindmarsh 40.

Junior men’s gross: A Brodie 77.
Junior men’s stableford: R Pardoe 43, 

M Smith 43, S Harbottle 42, P Molloy 41, 
D Quinn 41, P Hokianga 40.

Twos: W Brown, A Higham.
All-in approach: H Harris.
Men’s closest to pin: T Teneti (0-18), S 

Harbottle (19+).
Canadian mixed pairs best second 

shot: D and A Cook.
Long drives: E Brown jr (men, 0-18), S 

Eder (men, 19+), A Haisman (women).
FRIDAY — Meat pack nine-hole 

stableford, senior division: C Beattie 24, 
H Harris 24, B McKenzie 24, A Blakeman 
21, B Wallace 21.

Junior division: D Dodgshun 25, M 
Broad 24, J Tietjen 23, K Donovan 22, R 
Pardoe 22.

Poverty Bay

IT’S going to take big points to get 
your hands on the Bull Cup men’s 
team aggregate title for 2020.

The Bull Cup (teams of four) teed 
off today. Players have the option of 
playing on either today, tomorrow, 
Saturday or Sunday. 

Each player’s stableford score goes 
towards the team total.

On recent scoring, that total will 
have to be substantial.

Don Wright and Neville West led 
the way over the Thursday to Sunday 
men’s club competition period.

West went oh so close to ending a 
sub-80 drought dating back 84 rounds 
to October 6, 2018.

He took consolation in winning 
the division 2 men’s stableford on 
Saturday with 80-16-64, for 44 points.

Wright’s 81-17-64, for 44 points, 
was his best scoring effort in seven 
months and cleaned up the Sunday 
School competition and the division 2 
men’s stableford.

Other winners over the week were 
Ross Gibson (41pts), Frank Ball 
(39), Willie Mortleman (40) and Mark 
Gemmell (41).

The first round of the Poverty Bay 
women’s pennants is to be played 
in conjunction with the Patutahi 
women’s open on Saturday. The 
Poverty Bay team are Sally Spence, 
Debbie Kirkpatrick, Marg Lane and 
June MacKinnon.

MONDAY — Women’s stableford: V 
Fletcher 39.

Twos: A Witters.
WEDNESDAY — LGU 1, silver division: 

V Bell 90–17-73.
Bronze I: V Fletcher 108-27-81.
Bronze II: Morag Shanks 118-43-75.
9-holers: R Dymock 39 on c/b.
SUNDAY — Men’s stableford, division 

1: R Gibson 41, B Morrissey 39, A White 
38, B Colbert 38.

Division 2: D Wright 44, D Hall 41, L. 
Pollitt 41 R Johnstone 40. 

Twos: A Hayward, C Simpson, D Hall, 
D Wright, G Morley.

Approach: D Wright.
SATURDAY — Men’s stableford, 

division 1: F Ball 39, V Richardson 39, J 
Situ 38, C Christie 38.

Division 2: N West 44, B Simpson 39, 
M Stewart 39. 

Twos: A Abrahams, P Clayton.
Approach: C Christie. 
THURSDAY (Feb 13) — Men’s 

stableford, division 1: W Mortleman 40, 
V Richardson 39, A Kirkpatrick 39, B 
Cameron 37, N Mackie 37.

Division 2: M Gemmell 41, J Buell 39, 
R Owen 36, J Pittar 35, P Humphreys 
35.

Twos: J Aitchison, F Ball.
Approach: J Aitchison. 

THE first round of the Oman Cup 

women’s matchplay is to be played 
by the end of the day WEDNESDAY, 
Feb 26. The draw is — S Spence v M 
Lane, V Fletcher v M Allan, L Fletcher v 
V Fraser.

First round byes V Bell, G Young, J 
Utting, L Shepherd, D Kirkpatrick.

Tolaga Bay

IT was a lengthy trawl through his 
handicap website to discover the last 
time Trent Higgs scored as he did on 
Sunday . . . five years, 11 months, 11 
days to be exact.

Higgs won the stableford with 
72-11-61, for 43 points. He denied 
Joe Lincoln on countback, with 
Martinborough’s Robert Lopez third 
on 41.

SUNDAY — Stableford: T Higgs 43, 
Joe Lincoln 43, R Lopez 41, G Watts 39, 
P Stevenson 38.

Twos: R Lopez.

Gisborne Park

WHEN you’re hot, you’re hot.
Barbara Woods has probably heard 

more than enough golfing referrals to 
her surname.

But over the past two weeks she’s 
earned the nickname “Tigress”.

Woods won the women’s stableford 
on February 9 with 43 points. 

She followed it up on Feb 12 with 
90-26-64, then overshadowed that on 
Sunday to win the women’s stableford 
with 86-26-60, for 49 points.

That wasn’t the best score posted at 
Park in recent times.

Kath Papuni shot 97-38-59, for 50 
points, on February 8 to lead her and 
Jacque Akuhata-Nickerson to the top 
qualifiers’ spot in the Benson Cup 
women’s pairs.

She was on fire again on Saturday 
— 98-38-60 — and won the women’s 
drawn pairs net. 

Her partner? Akuhata-Nickerson.
Brad Reynolds opened the aviary 

door during his Sunday round. He 
had six birdies in eight holes — 
bookended by twos — in winning the 
men’s net with 73-6-67 off the blue 
tees.

Les Green won the men’s net on 
Saturday with his second consecutive 
90-25-65, denying Bo Huhu (74-8-66) 
by a shot.

SUNDAY — Men’s net: B Reynolds 67
Twos: J Glassford, B Reynolds 2, A 

Pahina.

Approach: J Glassford.
Men’s best second shot: B Reynolds
Women’s stableford: B Woods 86-26-

60, 49.
Women’s best third shot: T Ford.
SATURDAY — Women’s drawn pairs 

net: J Akuhata-Nickerson/K Papuni 140 
net.

Men’s net: L Green 65, B Huhu 66.
Twos: P Hogan 2.
WEDNESDAY (Feb 12) — Women’s 

South African stableford: M Alley/B 
Walker 80.

SUNDAY (Feb 9) — Women’s 
stableford: B Woods 43.

SATURDAY (Feb 8) — Benson Cup 
women’s pairs, top qualifiers: J Akuhata-
Nickerson/K Papuni.

Women’s stableford: K Papuni 97-38-
59, 50.

COMING UP: SUNDAY, March 22, 
Gisborne Thistle AFC tournament.

Veterans

LOCAL knowledge proved the 
difference as Duncan Bremner topped 
the Gisborne East Coast Veteran 
Golfers’ Association tournament at 
Mahia on Tuesday.

Home course player Duncan 
Bremner posted 93-25-68, for 40 
points, to win the men’s stableford.

He was a point ahead of Poverty 
Bay’s Doug Coulter, with Roger 
Bremner (Duncan’s brother and also a 
Mahia member) third on 38.

Jean Foot (Gisborne Park) and Maria 
Wesche (Mahia) had 34 points apiece 
to be the best of the women.

Forty-one players competed on a 
warm day and as usual the host club 
turned on the hospitality.

GEC Vets also had its AGM. New 
members to the committee are Foot, 
Brian Lumsden-Nicholls, Neal Jones, 
Frank Ball, June MacKinnon and Marg 
Colebourne.

Any player 50 and over is welcome 
to join GEC Vets golf, which holds 
monthly tournaments.

The next event is the two-day Shark 
Trophy challenge against defending 
champions Bay of Plenty in Gisborne 
on March 10 and 11.

Mahia results — Women’s stableford: 
J Foot 34, Maria Wesche 34.

Men’s stableford: D Bremner 40, D 
Coulter 39, R Bremner 38, B Morrissey 
37, P Mitchell 36.

Twos: B Morrissey, P Bremner, S 
Andreassen 2.

Golf Roundup compiled and edited by 
Chris Taewa. If you have a story, tournament 

to promote or results you wish to have printed, 
contact The Gisborne Herald at 869-0633 or 

email sports@gisborneherald.co.nz

MEXICO CITY — World No.1 Rory 
McIlroy became the first top player to 
publicly reject the idea of a proposed 
new tour, saying he values his choice 
of where to play over whatever money 
the Premier Golf League is promising.

“I would like to be on the right side 
of history on this one,” McIlroy said at 
the Mexico Championship.

McIlroy said the only thing that could 
change his mind were if all the top 
players decided to join, and he doesn’t 
see that happening.

“I think it’s very split at the moment,” 
he said.

Talk of a Premier Golf League has 
been around for about six years 
and picked up momentum — along 
with serious funding, primarily from 
Saudi Arabia — in recent months. 
Organisers have been talking to 
players and agents the last few 
months in the Bahamas, Australia and 
last week in Los Angeles.

Phil Mickelson, who played with 
officials involved during the pro-am in 

the Saudi International last month, has 
said he was not ready to announce 
his intentions but might be ready to 
state his view publicly by The Players 
Championship.

Tiger Woods has said only that he 
and his people were looking into it.

The idea of the Premier Golf League 
is to invigorate golf by putting 
together 12 four-man teams who 
would be required to play 18 events — 
10 of them in the U.S. — that feature 
54 holes, no cut and a shotgun start to 
fit a five-hour broadcast window. Total 
prize money would be US$240 million, 
and the top player could earn as much 
as $50 million.

McIlroy said money is “cheap.”
“It shouldn’t be the driving factor. 

Look, for some people it is. And we’re 
professional golfers and we’re out 
here playing golf to make a living. 
But at the end of the day, I value 
my freedom and my autonomy over 
everything else.”

PGA Tour Commissioner Jay 

Monahan sent a memo to players 
last month that effectively said 
because the tour has contracts with 
title sponsors for a full schedule and 
television partners, anyone joining the 
Premier Golf League would have to 
give up their PGA Tour memberships.

The Premier Golf League’s schedule 
would not include the majors. 
And still to be determined is if the 
Official World Golf Ranking board 
— represented by major tours and 
golf organisations — would allow 
the league to get ranking points. 
The world ranking is used to help 
determine the field for majors.

For someone like Woods, to play in 
the new league, he might be required 
to play as often as 22 times a year 
if the league has an 18-tournament 
schedule.

“Tiger is 44. He’s got two young 
kids,” McIlroy said. “He openly said 
last week he wants to play 12 times a 
year, so this league is proposing 18. 
So he’s not going to do it.” —AP

Premier Golf League not for Rory
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1599Junior crossword

Across

1. A large, extinct animal (8)
6. Lose colour (4)
7. A stinging plant (6)
9. Where Egyptians live (5)
11. A soldier’s gun (5)
12. More than is needed (5)
13. Great pain (5)
16. An underground passage 
(6)
18. A sound bouncing back (4)
19. Correctly (8)

Down

1. Not the same (9)
2. Big Ear’s friend (5)
3. The sister of your father (4)
4. Decaying (7)
5. Unwell (3)
8. All the people (9)
10. A whitish root vegetable 
(7)
14. Happen (5)
15. Too (4)
17. ____ and downs (3)

6. Population, 8. Lunch, 10. Panda, 13. Mountaineer, 14. 
Names, 17. Cycle, 19. Underneath. 

1. Join, 2. Push, 3. Damp, 4. Lion, 5. Unmarried, 7. 
Aluminium, 9. Canoe, 11. Annoy, 12. May, 15. Made, 16. Sure, 17. 
Chef, 18. Cats.



ULTIMATE FRISBEE by Grant Miller

ASHLEIGH Donaldson has months of 
fitness work and training ahead of her and 
at the end of it is a ticket to Sweden for the 
World Junior Ultimate Championships.

The 14-year-old from Gisborne has been 
selected in New Zealand’s ultimate frisbee 
under-20 Kahu squad for the event in July.

Ashleigh said she would have to step up 
the intensity of her training but the junior 
worlds were a strong motivator for sticking 
at it.

She was chosen after playing for Kahu 
at a tournament in the Philippines in 
December and then a training camp last 
month.

The 2020 tournament at Malmo, 
Sweden, will be the largest junior world 
championships that the sport has had, with 
25 teams in the women’s division and 26 in 
the men’s.

The highest placing at the tournament for 
the New Zealand women’s team — sixth 
— was at Poland in 2016, when Gisborne’s 
Renee Holmes was the event’s top points 
scorer and runner-up MVP (most valuable 
player).

Holmes has since gone on to excel in 
rugby, playing for Waikato in the Farah 
Palmer Cup last year, and she was 
identified by national selectors as an 
emerging talent in sevens.

The best result for the New Zealand 
men’s ultimate u20 team, Katipo, was fifth 
at Canada in 2018.

Ashleigh, who also sings, is excited 
about going to the homeland of pop 
superstars ABBA.

“I’m going to sing ABBA the whole time 

while I’m over there,” she said.
Perhaps not the whole time — she 

will have discs to throw and catch, and 
short, sharp sprints to do at the two-week 
tournament.

Ashleigh said her team had two games a 
day for three days in the Philippines capital 
Manila for the Asia-Oceanic champs.

The Kahu side came fourth and Ashleigh 
said all their games were close.

In ultimate frisbee, both teams have 
seven players on the field at a time and 
they score a point when they complete a 
pass in the opposition’s end zone.

It is not meant to be a contact sport 
but contact is inevitable when two players 
compete for possession of the disc.

Ashleigh said the weather was hot and 
humid in the Philippines and the grounds 
were “pretty hard”.

A few Kiwi players had to go to hospital 
with injuries such as concussion and 
Ashleigh sat out a game because of an 
ankle problem.

She said the players developed their 
teamwork at the Manila event and it was 
useful preparation for the junior world 
championships. 

She was delighted to make the 21-strong 
squad for Sweden.

Ashleigh is putting her hand up for jobs 
such as babysitting to raise money to help 

cover the cost of the trip and a Givealittle 
page has been set up.

Cedenco Foods, BK’s Palm Court Motor 
Lodge and Highway Motel chipped in with 
funds, she said.

The sport doesn’t have regular fixtures in 
Gisborne but the Gisborne Ultimate Frisbee 
Facebook group has 125 members and 
they sometimes organise games or practice 
sessions.

Ashleigh will play for Lytton High School 
at the school nationals at Taupo in April.

Ready to step up training intensity

ON TOUR: Ashleigh Donaldson played ultimate frisbee in the Philippines last year 
and has been selected for the New Zealand under-20 Kahu team for the junior world 
championships in Sweden. Picture by JJ Jefferson

ULTIMATE EVENT: Lytton High School 
student Ashleigh Donaldson, 14, will need 
to work hard ahead of ultimate frisbee’s 
junior world championships in July.

Picture by Paul Rickard
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Start your journey to success
Fit study around your work, home and whanau - achieve a qualiication in only a few months.
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide fine 13 24
Amsterdam fine 3 11
Bangkok fine 24 34
Beijing cloudy -3 11
Berlin cloudy 4 9
Brisbane showers 23 30
Buenos Aires fine 13 23
Cairo showers 11 21
Canberra fine 12 27
Cape Town fine 15 26
Delhi drizzle 12 26
Frankfurt fine 3 11
Geneva showers 4 12
Hong Kong fine 16 20
London cloudy 4 11
Los Angeles fine 11 23
Melbourne showers 13 19
Moscow fine 1 6
New York fine -7 3
Paris fine 3 11
Perth fine 24 36
Singapore windy 24 32
Stockholm rain 0 7
Suva showers 23 31
Sydney showers 18 25
Tokyo fine 5 14
Toronto fine -10 0

Fine for most, but mostly 

cloudy with isolated showers 

about the inland ranges. 

Northerlies.

Cloud increasing. Isolated 

showers developing 

afternoon. Northerlies 

strengthening.

Cloudy periods with isolated 

showers. Southwesterlies 

developing early, tending 

southeasterly later.

Partly cloudy with 

southeasterlies easing.

TOMORROW SATURDAY SUNDAY

MONDAY

Mainly fine. 

Northerlies.

Cloud increasing. 

Chance shower 

from afternoon. N 

strengthening.

Cloudy periods, the 

odd light shower. S 

winds.

1993 –  Heavy rain in the North 

Island east coast cut the rail link 

south of Gisborne after a large slip 

slumped onto the line. Another slip 

threatened homes in Havelock North. 

Extreme surface � ooding occurred.
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NZ TOMORROW
Auckland showers 28
Hamilton � ne 30
Tauranga � ne 27
Rotorua showers 26
Taupo � ne 26
Napier � ne 31
New Plymouth showers 23
Palmerston North � ne 28
Wellington windy 22
Christchurch � ne 28
Queenstown � ne 23
Dunedin showers 26

morning min  18
max  29

morning min  16
max  30

morning min  16
max  22
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A frontal system moves 

over the South Island 

tomorrow and the North 

Island on Saturday followed 

by southwesterlies. A ridge 

then builds across the 

country from Sunday.
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BOWLS by Beverly Davy

FIVE of last year’s six 
prizewinners will be back when 
the district’s premier bowling 
event, the Burton Cup Classic 
Fours, is played at the Gisborne 
Bowling Club this weekend.

Four of the five teams have 
had minor personnel tweaks, 
including the 2019 winners. 
Teenage revelation Paige Richter 
is unavailable and instead Dennis 
Gladding will join Bruno Lourie 
(skip), Steve Goldsbury and 
Val Mathews in defence of the 
magnificent trophy. They will be 
among the front-runners again.

Back, too, in their bid to go one 
better are last year’s runners-up. 
This time, skip Jamey Ferris, 
Mick Maunder and Ashli Ferris 
will be joined by Tanya Harrison, 
who replaces her mum, Bobbie 
Beattie.

The Burton Cup was first 
played for 110 years ago, but 
the tournament had fallen 
out of favour with bowlers in 
recent years. That was until 
the Gisborne Bowling Club’s 
introduction of the classic format 
successfully revived the contest 

last year. It attracted the attention 
of the sport’s governing body and 
it is now recognised as an official 
Bowls New Zealand Summer of 
Bowls event.

With this recognition comes 
a national profile and some 
funding from Bowls New Zealand 
to help with tournament costs. 
That, along with some extra cash 
from major sponsor the Eastland 
Group, has helped boost this 
year’s prize money to $3000, 
the biggest purse for a bowling 
tournament in the district.

In a further boost to the 
silverware, the club has 
unearthed the Makauri Cup, 
which was donated by the late 
David Mills, a former president 
of the Gisborne club, for 
presentation to the winners of 
the plate section of the event. 
From now on it will go to the 
tournament’s runners-up.

The classic format, which sees 
all teams playing singles, pairs, 
triples and fours, was a big hit 
with bowlers last year and they 
have clambered to be back on 
board again this time around.

Priority was given to last year’s 
skips when entries opened and 

all but two took up that offer.
Several teams have new 

personnel and almost a complete 
new look, others have a familiar 
look but a new bowler at the 
helm. New skips include Kathryn 
Flaugere, Betty Herring, Vern 
Marshall, Joe Wimitu and Paul 
Harrison.

Raiders from the Bay of Plenty 
are returning and so, too, are 
bowlers from Hawke’s Bay and 
Thames Valley.

Third last year, Kawerau’s 
Colin Dowie, Brian Dixon and 
the East Coast’s Sharon Olsen 
are joined by Denis Dowie, while 
two couples, George and Anita 
Vaotuua and Steve and Cheryl 
Jenkins, are back, looking to 
improve on 2019’s fourth place.

Arthur Hawes sneaked into 
sixth place last February and he’s 
joined again by Mal Trowell and 
David Beattie, with Lyn Trueman 
replacing an injured Ginny 
Sherriff.

A notable new face this year 
is Vern Marshall, skipping Ben 
Ellington, Kay Goldsbury and 
Murray Duncan. Marshall replaces 
Mark Bain, who will umpire this 
weekend.

BACK 
FOR THE 
BURTON

REIGNING CHAMPS: The Burton Cup Classic Fours on the 
Gisborne Bowling Club greens last year revived competition for the 
most prestigious trophy in Gisborne bowls. The 2019 winners were 
(from left) Val Mathews, Steve Goldsbury, Bruno Lourie (skip) and 
Paige Richter. This year Richter is unavailable, and her place will be 
taken by Dennis Gladding. File picture by Paul Rickard
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We too can 
accommodate 
with a motel 
unit . . . for 
the furries.

Dry warm affordable homes
       For the furry and feathery 
         We won’t fail you . . .

w w w . l a r s a w n . c o . n z

Phone 867 7135
Main Road, Makaraka

Proud sponsor of

. . .


