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by John Jones

MAZDA has a vehicle perfectly 
built for the great outdoors in its 
BT-50 GSX 4WD freestyle flat deck.

It’s a hardy vehicle ideal for 
farmers, foresters and contractors who 
spend a significant amount of time 
off-road.

All the basics for an off-road 
vehicle are there with the BT-50 
freestyle built around a powerful 
3.2-litre diesel engine with stats of 
147kW maximum power and top 
torque of 470Nm between 1750 and 
2500rpm. 

This big engine is mated with a 
six-speed automatic transmission and 
has a braked trailer towing capacity of 
3.5 tonnes.

It has a diff lock to get any driver 
out of a sticky situation, as well as hill 
start assist and downhill assist.

The latter will surprise drivers 
when they are asked to navigate a 
steep hill face and told to put the 
vehicle into neutral and switch on the 
downhill assist system.

Any nerves are soon settled, 
however, as the vehicle glides down 
the hill without threatening to go 

airborne like the famous Barry 
Crump ad.

It is the sort of fascinating thing 
you feel tempted to try again just for 
the fun of it.

Since its launch, the BT-50 range 
has been getting favourable reviews 
for overall ride and handling. 

While perfectly suited for off-road 
driving it is equally comfortable on 
the hard seal as well. 

The cab is one of the roomiest and 
most comfortable in its category, with 
features like cruise control, a cabin air 
filter, satellite navigation and four-
speaker audio while the driver gets 
the bonus of a four-way adjustable 
seat.

The featured vehicle has the perfect 
razorback flat deck, with a capacity of 
2.1 metres in length and 2m in width.

Ideally suited for any gear the 
owner may be transporting, the 
BT-50 can carry a quad bike if you 
need to bring it into town.

It is competitively priced for 
someone who wants a sturdy and 
reliable outdoor vehicle.

The BT-50 GSX 4WD ticks all 
the boxes and will continue to be a 
popular vehicle in Mazda’s fleet.

Ticks all the boxes
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Move over Ferrari. There’s a 
new Italian stallion in town.

An ultra-rare supercar built by 
design house Pininfarina is set to 
be the most powerful Italian road 
car ever. 

The fully-electric Battista 
Anniversario will be limited to 
just five examples and will cost 
NZ$4.1 million.

each car will be hand-painted 
in extensive detail over several 
weeks. The body will be taken 
apart and put back together 
three times so pinstripes in three 
separate colours can be hand-
painted directly on to the body.

Luca Borgogno, Pininfarina’s 
head of design said: “Battista 
Anniversario features one of 
the most complex paint finishes 
in the world. The process of 
creating such a finish is akin to 
a great artist completing an old 
Master painting.”

The car is designed to 
celebrate the 90-year anniversary 
of Pininfarina, which was 
responsible for the styling of 
many of Ferrari’s greatest cars, 
including 1980s icons the 
Testarossa and F40 and modern 
machines such as the 458 Italia 
and enzo.

But after Ferrari turned 
its back on the partnership, 
Pininfarina began plotting the 

ultimate revenge, the Battista.
The Anniversario edition is 

powered by four electric motors 
making a head-spinning 1416kW 
and 2300Nm, about triple that of 
an entry-level Ferrari.

The Battista can sprint from 
0-100kmh in less than two 
seconds, which is faster than an 
F1 car. 

even more astounding is that 
the car can hit 300kmh from a 
standstill in less than 12 seconds. 

The Anniversario has a top 
speed of 350kmh.

A 120kWh battery pack allows 
for a claimed range of more than 
500km, but this would most 
likely drop dramatically if the 
car’s full performance potential 
was used.

There is, however, more to the 
car than its performance level.

The Italian brand has gone all 
out to give buyers the ultimate 
bragging rights. 

The Anniversario edition is 
fitted with masses of carbon-fibre 
pieces, including a new front 
splitter, side blades, rear wing 
and rear diffuser to maximise the 
car’s performance and handling 
at speed.

The Battista is expected to go 
into production this year with the 
first customer deliveries by the 
end of 2020. 

Pininfarina’s revenge: The Battista
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GISBORNE MOTORS LTD
MID CITY, GREY STREET, GISBORNE   PHONE 867 6759 

www.gisbornemotors.co.nz

Mazda BT50 4WD Freestyle fl atdeck

Absolute value for money
Retail price of a Mazda BT-50 GSX 
4WD Freestyle auto fl atdeck fi tted 
with a Razorback heavy duty deck 
and towbar. Includes registration 
and 5000km RUC.

You will be doing yourself an injustice if you don’t check out the Mazda 
BT-50 range and pricing before you make a purchasing decision.

Retail   $61,595 incl
Less discount  $13,395

 $48,200 incl gst

29686-20

NOW $41,913
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THeSe Chevrolet models were and 
still are very nice units with a worldwide 
following.

Unfortunately I chose to go to 
Whakatane in order to get a job with a 
brand new home in 1956, so never had the 
pleasure of working on them in Gisborne.

However, at about that time, George 
Nicholls, from out of the blue, got the first 
one — a v8 sedan. 

Illustration and story  
by Doug Curtis

We went for a ride out to the 
Matawhero Saleyards down Bell Road,  
where he gave it a boot, so at least I was 
one of the first mechanics to have a ride 
in one.

George was very good to me and I 
appreciated that.  

I always regretted leaving ormonds 
Motors but that is history.

 Back to these cars. There were two 
optional engines and transmissions.

The six-cylinder engine most know as 
a Blue Flame had a bore of 3.562 inches 
and a stroke of 3.937 inches, with a 
capacity of 235.5cu in. 

A compression ratio of 8:1 developed 
140bhp at 4200rpm. It had hydraulic valve 
lifters, a GM-designed dry clutch and a 
three-speed manual gearbox with steering 
column gear change, or a hydramatic 
automatic transmission.

There were other options as well.  There 
were v8 engine options, a 265cu in and a 
283cu in with optional transmissions.

This is possibly  why Chevrolets were so 
popular. there were so many options, not 
to forget hypoid-geared differentials and 
ratios. Bendix styled drum-brakes were 
fitted front and rear.

Most of the Chevrolet vehicles brought 
into New Zealand in the late 1950s were 
cars. The model I have drawn is a rare 
one while most late imports had left-hand 
drive.

As stated earlier, it was a very nice 
vehicle often seen at American car shows 
in New Zealand.

Chev ’57 a nice 
ride the world 
over
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Surfcity Rod and Custom Club 

Surfcity chill and grill 

Last Friday of each month at Carl’s 

Jr from 6pm. All special interest 

vehicles welcome.

Gas Guzzlers Breakfast 

First Sunday of each month 

Behind the Courthouse,  

8am-11am. Rick 027 490 1373

East Coast Museum  

of Technology  

Open Sun-Fri 10am-4pm,  

Sat 1pm-4pm Main Rd, Makaraka

Gis. American Car Club 

Various Events 

Colin 868 1454; Rick 027 490 1373

Tairawhiti Aviation Museum 

Open Tuesday 9am-4pm and 

Sunday 9am-4pm Gisborne Airport

Ulysses Motorcycle Club 

Monthly meeting held on the first 

Thursday of the month.  

7.30pm at the Bushmere Arms.

30656-05
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Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz

Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

125 Grey St, Gisborne
Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nzPh 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003 
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz

Auto Service Centre
Specialising in mags, tyres and 

servicing of  all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.

Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.

Auto Service Centre 
Specialising in mags, 
tyres and servicing of 
all vehicle WOFs and 
Mechanical Repairs. 

Authorised Cooper Dealer

Tyres Worth Owning

Finance
• MTF
 152 Ormond Road .................. 868 8490

Motorcycles
• Gisborne Honda
 368 Gladstone Road ............... 868 9109

Panel Beaters 
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Parts Department
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Auto One 
 329 Gladstone Road  .............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Spray Painters
• Allan Kellett Panel & Paint 
 72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
• Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Tyre Dealers
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Vehicle Servicing
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Commercial Centre 
 310 Gladstone Road ............... 868 4581
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368 
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

Wheel Alignments
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938 

WOF
• Eastland Toyota 
 62 Carnarvon Street ................ 867 9444
• Enterprise Service Centre 
 342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368
• Gisborne Motors 
 Mid City, Grey Street ............... 867 6759
• Goodyear Tyres 
 125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938
 

FOR MORE INFO OR BOOKINGS 
CONTACT: Andy Searle

Phone 869 0616 • Email: 
andy.searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Leave message, name & phone no. and I will contact you.
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WHeN elon Musk pulled the covers 
off the Cybertruck late last year, it was 
the best and worst thing to happen in 
the automotive world since the game-
changing Fiat Multipla.

And just like Fiat’s questionable 
Multipla, the Cybertruck featured 
aesthetics that divided the masses, as it 
looks like something taken straight out 
of a dystopian-punk movie.

Those who disliked the Cybertruck’s 
simplistic exterior will be happy to 
hear that the American brand will alter 
its looks before the truck releases — 
something that had to change to comply 
with international safety laws.

When asked on Twitter if the overall 
look would remain the same upon 
release, Musk replied by saying that it 
would be “slightly better”. 

Take what you will from these two 
words, but it could be that the truck will 

be made over to appeal to more people. 
As aforementioned, these changes were 

bound to happen as the harsh exterior of 
the Cybertruck wouldn’t have much give 
in the event of a crash. Pedestrian safety 
was the main concern here. 

on top of this, Musk recently used 
Twitter to reveal the Cybertruck will 
feature a payload calculator able to 
inform drivers of the maximum towing 
load in different situations. 

Active ride height and active damping 
are two additional features that the chief 
executive claimed were “game-changing 
for a truck or any car with a high max/
min weight ratio.”

With a scheduled release of late 2021 
for the tri-motor model, Tesla has given 
itself more than enough time to fine-
tune the Cybertruck’s details, and make it 
a game-changer in the electric truck/ute 
segment.

Makeover for
Cybertruck

HARLeYDAvIDSoN Ceo 
Matthew Levatich is leaving the 
struggling motorcycle maker.

The Milwaukee company announced he 
was leaving his post and seat on Harley’s 
board of directors.

Board member Jochen Zeitz will 
become acting president and Ceo while 
a board search committee is formed and 
Harley hires an outside search firm to 

fill the job. Levatich will stay on through 
March to assist with the transition. 

Zeitz also was named board chairman, 
replacing Michael Cave, who becomes 
presiding director.

Levatich said in a statement the 
board was confident that its leadership 
experience and understanding of the 
company would bring an effective 
transition. 

Harley chief leaving

THe bi-national Planet Chopper 
motorcycle touring company uses the slogan 
“where Mad Max meets easy Rider”.

If you’re familiar with both movies it’s an 
accurate description.

When the inaugural New Zealand tour 
group, on a slow 16-day ride to Invercargill’s 
Burt Munro festival, turns into its first stop 
for the night it arrives in an impressive 
phalanx of custom motorcycles.

even a dedicated bike-spotter can’t 
identify most of the machines on parade at 
Puhoi’s historic 1879 hotel. 

There’s the odd Triumph Bobber, a 
factory-made custom and stock Harley-
Davidson v-rod, but the rest could have 
enjoyed previous lives as props for the two 
movies mentioned in the slogan.

Tour leader Ben van Leewarden leads 
the group in on a bike that appears to have 
started life as a victory (now a defunct 
American brand).  Turns out it’s Honda’s 
own chopper, the Fury, given a victory 
Gunner-like matt grey paint job and an 
even more raked front fork.

There’s an obvious question to ask . . . 
Why tour on choppers? Don’t those raked 
out front ends and suspension-free “hardtail” 
rear ends make riding for long distances less 
comfortable?

“We wanted to create a point of difference 
from other motorcycle tour companies,” 
says Ben, “and quickly found that with the 
groups riding one-off custom bikes (instead 
of identical machines) it helps promote a 
different harmony among the riders.”

Gavin Peacock, the Irish representative 
among the Swiss, American, Aussie, and 
Mexican nationals riding the tour, says 
riding choppers helps keeps the diverse 
group together.

“It creates a different vibe as there’s 
no competition between us. We’re more 
inclined to look out for each other.”

The Planet Chopper company now has 
10 bikes based in the US and 10 bikes 
located here after importing eight creations 
for this first NZ tour. 

The US tours operate out of a historic 
1890 building in Woodlawn, virginia.

Where Mad Max 
meets Easy Rider
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10 year / 160,000km Powertrain Warranty (whichever come
�rst) (non transferable). 5 year / 130,000km New Vehicle 

Warranty (whichever comes �rst) (non transferable).
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Watts Motors Ltd

132 Childers Road, Gisborne

Phone 867 4749 - Brian 021 222 0292 or Lance 021 222 4199

www.wattsmotors.co.nz

*Prices listed are for white Triton 4WD GLX-R double cab automatic. Prices include On Road Costs of $850 
which includes WoF, registration, 1000km road user charges and a full tank of fuel. Visit mmnz.co.nz for full 
Diamond Advantage terms & conditions.



oNe of New Zealand’s most excellent 
but also most unsung motorsport exports, 
Nick Cassidy, emerged as the star of the FIA 
Formula e’s rookie test event at Marrakesh. 

The event was tied in with round 4 of the 
electric championship’s 2019–20 calendar in 
Morocco. 

Following his clear-cut Mexico ePrix 
victory last month, Mitch evans finished 
sixth to consolidate 
second in the 
series standings — 
recovering from 
a last-place start 
following a team 
miscalculation in 
qualifying. 

Antonio Felix da 
Costa took the win, 
becoming the new 
points leader and the 
fifth different race 
winner in as many 
races. 

He ended the 
session with a big five-tenth buffer to Sergio 
Sette Camara (2019 McLaren F1 test driver) 
in second, with Filipe Albuquerque (DTM, 
WeC LMP1, LMP2), Nicolas Lapierre 
(LMP1, LMP2), Kyle Kirkwood (Indy Pro 
2000), Norman Nato (F2), Jake Hughes (F3), 
Lucas Auer (TRS, Super Formula), Kelvin 
van der Linde (factory Audi Sport GT 
driver), and Sacha Fenetraz (F3, Super GT) 
in 10th.

It capped off a busy week for Cassidy, 
having been confirmed earlier on as returning 
to the ToM’s Toyota Japanese Super 
Formula fold to defend his memorable 
maiden 2019 title (bolstering a deal to return 

to Super GT with Lexus). 
Despite winning the title with the team, 

Cassidy was among the last drivers to be 
confirmed for the 2020 Super Formula 
season — having been missing from the 
brand’s 2020 roster it revealed early February. 

The delayed announcement fed into 
speculation that Cassidy could be considered 
to be driving elsewhere in 2020. 

The Formula e 
season winds down in 
July and is expected 
to restart in late 
November, meaning 
a 2020–21 deal 
wouldn’t clash with 
Cassidy’s existing 
calendars.

His name continues 
to be often bandied 
about as a driver who 
should be on the 
fringe of Formula 
1, but Formula 
e supplies more 

opportunities — and more of those, in turn, 
are paid opportunities. 

Such an announcement could also mean a 
total of three Kiwis competing in the series 
simultaneously. 

“It’s been great to finally step into the car 
and I learned a huge amount from the test in 
Marrakesh,” Cassidy said after the test. “It’s 
a lot different from my previous experience 
but I felt we had a great test programme, and 
I hope that managed to help the team with 
what they were wanting to achieve.

“The car had great pace and to come away 
with the fastest time ever at the Marrakesh 
circuit is an awesome feeling, too.”

Kiwi racer tops Formula 
E Marrakesh rookie test NoRTHeRN Irishman Kris Meeke will 

tackle the International Rally of Whangarei, 
to be held on May 8-10 2020.

 Meeke will compete in New Zealand 
for the first time, on roads made famous 
in the local round of the World Rally 
Championship through the late 1990s and 
early 2000s. He will be joined by regular 
British based co-driver Sebastin Marshall.

Until this season, Meeke has been a 
regular in the World Rally Championship 
— finishing in the top five, twice and 
claiming five WRC round wins including 
the fearsome Rally Finland. The 40-year 
old was also crowned Intercontinental Rally 
Champion in 2009.

The pair will contest the Whangarei event 
in a Force Motorsport-prepared Mazda 2 
AP4. The team has enjoyed many strong 
results with the Mazda 2 AP4 platform, 
including the 2017 New Zealand Rally 
Championship title and finishing runner-up 
in the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship 
in 2019.

The announcement comes as New 
Zealand rallying welcomes the return of the 
World Rally Championship for 2020 after a 
hiatus of eight years.

 The International Rally of Whangarei 
is the second round of both the FIA Asia-
Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and 
the Brian Green Property Group New 
Zealand Rally Championship (NZRC). The 
rally would see Meeke resume battle with 
New Zealand’s World Championship driver 
Hayden Paddon, who recently announced 
the event as part of a busy 2020 schedule.

“It’s something I’ve always dreamt 
about, driving a rally car in New Zealand 

and through all my exploits in the WRC 
over the years, I was never involved in the 
series when Rally New Zealand was in the 
championship for one reason or another,” 
says Meeke.

 “I grew up with the images of these 
famous stages in New Zealand with Juha 
Kankkunen, Colin McRae and Richard 
Burns and I always wanted to do it. So 
when I had some contact with Andrew 
Hawkeswood and he made a proposal for 
me to get an opportunity to drive on these 
roads, for me it was certainly a box I wanted 
to tick.

 “obviously we all know of Hayden 
Paddon and his exploits, certainly he’s 
been a top line WRC driver for a period 
of time. I want to go and have fun, that’s 
the top priority. I want to enjoy myself and 
experience the roads. I have no expectation 
to try and beat Hayden but certainly if 
anyone knows me by now, I go and give any 
challenge my 100 percent and see where we 
end up.”

 “To have a driver like Kris come to 
contest the International Rally of Whangarei 
is a huge coup for the event but also shows 
the international draw of the world famous 
roads that the event has access to,” says 
International Rally of Whangarei chairman 
Willard Martin.

 “We look forward to seeing Kris line 
up against not only the top drivers New 
Zealand has to offer, but also those from the 
Asia-Pacific region,” Martin adds.

 The International Rally of Whangarei 
will begin from New Zealand’s most 
northern city, Whangarei, offering up 262 
kilometres of famous Northland gravel roads.

Meeke to compete in NZ

WHAT a time to be an international 
sports event promoter. 

The coronavirus outbreak spreading across 
the globe continues to cause shockwaves, 
with 22 confirmed deaths in the US, 366 
in Italy, and over 3800 deaths globally. 
Beyond those who have been infected, the 
coronavirus is having significant impacts to 
all sorts of industries. 

The Geneva Motor Show has been 
cancelled and there have been production 
stoppages at places like Nissan’s Kyushu 
factory.

Numerous motorsport events, like the 
Chinese Grand Prix and Qatar MotoGP 
opener have been chopped, too. 

And the Australian Grand Prix could be 
the next.

It’s arguably Australia’s biggest motorsport 
event of the year, and it doubles as the 
curtain-raiser for the 2020 Formula 1 season. 

Local organisers have repeatedly moved 
to ease concerns, adopting “the show must 
go on” approach in a statement issued to 
Australian outlet Speedcafe.

“We are all systems go and gearing up 
for the 25th Formula 1 race in Melbourne 
next week,” said Andrew Westacott, Ceo 
of the Australian Grand Prix Corporation. 
“The finishing touches are being put on the 
circuit, Formula 1 freight and personnel are 
arriving in the coming days and we’re looking 
forward to opening the gates to the public on 
Thursday (March 12).

“The health and safety of everyone at the 
Formula 1 Rolex Australian Grand Prix 2020 
is paramount. 

“The Australian Grand Prix Corporation 
has robust health, safety and emergency 
management arrangements in place at each 
event and we are working collaboratively 
with health agencies and related government 
and emergency services organisations in 

addressing this matter.
“At this stage there is no indication 

of further travel bans, nor is there any 
indication that Formula 1 and the teams 
will not be arriving as usual. Formula 1 has 
confirmed that the Australian Grand Prix 
is going ahead and we’re looking forward 
to welcoming them and the teams to 
Melbourne.”

While the announcement sounds positive, 
there’s lingering doubt around the event — 
particularly in regards to the high volume of 
team members flying to Australia from Italy. 
The nation is one of the leading epicentres of 
coronavirus cases in europe, and also acts as 
the base for F1 teams Ferrari and AlphaTauri 
(formerly Toro Rosso). 

In a potential admission that quarantines 
haven’t been ruled out for Italian teams, 
AlphaTauri team boss Franz Tost has told 
motorsport.com that it would be an “unfair” 
situation if the race went ahead with some 
teams not featured on the grid.

There were already difficulties getting 
Ferrari staff to this week’s Formula 2 testing 
in Bahrain but Ferrari team principal Mattia 
Binotto has said all he needs is assurances 
prior to setting off.

A race could still be held without Ferrari 
or AlphaTauri on the grid considering the 
unique circumstances. 

But, given Ferrari’s tall standing within the 
series and the FIA, one must assume that a 
bunfight would be on the cards over whether 
the race will go on without them as a points-
paying grand prix. 

The rest of the meeting, which includes 
round 2 of the Supercars Championship 
and round one of Australia’s S5000 open-
wheelers, is expected to be uneffected.

Australia has travel bans in place for those 
travelling from China and Iran, but not yet 
Italy. 

‘Show must go on’
Virus puts Australian GP under threat
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SoMeTIMeS it’s not until your vehicle 
breaks down on a petrol station forecourt, or it 
comes to a halt as you leave the pump, that you 
realise you’ve filled it with the wrong fuel.

So what should you do if you put in the wrong 
fuel? And what can you do to avoid being in that 
situation? 

Don’t turn on the ignition. Many vehicles 
have an electric, low-pressure pump in the fuel 
tank that operates the moment you turn on the 
ignition. If you’ve put in the wrong fuel, leaving 
the ignition off gives you a better chance of 
minimising the damage. You may need only to 
get the tank drained and topped with new fuel.

It’s more common for motorists to put petrol 
into a diesel system than the other way around 
and, unfortunately, it also has potential to be the 
most damaging (aside from diesel exhaust fluid).

A vehicle’s diesel fuel pump operates on fine 
tolerances lubricated by the viscose diesel fuel. 
If you run petrol through a diesel system you’ll 
strip the lubricant, causing the pumps to run dry 
and ultimately damage them from the metal-to-
metal contact.

If your vehicle has a common rail (CRDi 
or HDi) diesel engine, then it pays to be extra 
careful as repairs or replacements after filling up 
with the wrong fuel can be expensive. 

If the fuel pump is damaged, or contaminated 
fuel reaches the common rail system, you’ll need 
to pay for the fuel pumps, injectors, fuel rail, 
filters and tank to be cleaned out, and you might 
need replacements.

The process and cost of repairs will depend 
on the type of vehicle and how long you’ve been 

running or attempting to run your vehicle on the 
incorrect fuel. 

If your vehicle is under warranty, it pays 
to consult the manufacturer or the warranty 
company.

Diesel motorists will be aware they need to 
unlock the pump before using it. Picking up a 
petrol pump without having to unlock it first 
should trigger warning bells. 

If it does happen, it generally doesn’t cause too 
many problems. The engine may fail to start, or 
if it does it will soon splutter out. In some cases 
your vehicle may continue to run, just not as well 
as usual. Typically your car will display symptoms 
such as “pinking” (a noise from the engine), 
exhaust smoke and loss of power.

If a certain grade of petrol is specified for your 
vehicle and you accidentally fill it with another, 
there is no need to drain the tank. Just fill up 
when you can with the recommended fuel.

Modern vehicle engine management 
systems are designed to constantly adapt to the 
conditions and the computer should adjust the 
engine operation to cope with the fuel.  You may 
experience lower power than usual until getting 
back to normal.

To help avoid putting in the wrong fuel it 
pays to double check what fuel is recommended 
for your vehicle. This is often shown on a 
sticker inside the fuel flap.  There are companies 
throughout New Zealand that can come to your 
rescue if you need (as long as you haven’t touched 
the ignition). For a fee, they can siphon the 
contaminated fuel from your car’s tank, allowing 
you to refill.

What to do if you put in wrong fuel

PoPULARITY of electric scooters in New 
Zealand is riding high above electric bikes, 
according to new research from PriceSpy.

over summer, Kiwis clicked on e-scooters 
86 percent more often than e-bikes on the 
price and product comparison site.

The results came as no surprise to e-scooter 
retailer Jonno Leonard, who stopped selling 
e-bikes last year.

Around four years ago, Leonard started 
selling e-bikes but changed focus to e-scooters 
because they are “the way ahead”.

“It’s not that e-bikes aren’t a massive market, 
they’re huge,” he said. “(e-scooters) take up a 
lot less space, they’re easy to store and in my 
mind, they’re a lot more fun.”

PriceSpy’s research on the difference 
between e-scooters and e-bikes was based on 
the number of clicks the shopping category 
received. The shopping category for e-scooters 
grew 27 percent between the dates December 
1, 2018, to January 29, 2019, and December 1, 
2019, to January 29, 2020.

operating in Devonport under electric 

Scooter Shop, owner Leonard said it was 
not until Lime hit Auckland’s streets that 
e-scooters started taking off.

“They became normalised and it wasn’t 
weird for a grown-up to ride a scooter.”

Despite e-scooters appearing more popular, 
New Zealand country manager for PriceSpy 
Liisa Matinvesi-Bassett thought e-bikes could 
fight back.

“We anticipate the popularity of electric 
bikes to rise, as they offer riders a little more 
comfort compared to scooters when travelling 
over a longer distance. Bikes also offer people 
the chance of gentle exercise with the back-up 
of having some power behind them for when 
they are faced with a large hill”.

It could be e-scooters were more popular 
among Kiwis because they were cheaper than 
e-bikes, she said.

Between the top five most popular options 
of either transport on PriceSpy, the price 
points for an e-scooter ranged between $689 
and $2299. The price points for e-bikes ranged 
from $2799.99 to $5499.99.

Scooting ahead
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Across the entire Holden range

1
%p.a.

Interest

Holden Financial Services provided by Heartland Bank. Lending criteria, T&Cs apply, including a $262 establishment fee and a 

$10.35 PPSR fee. Fixed interest rate of 1% p.a. applies, with a deposit of 10% of the RRP over a maximum term of 36 months.

Ofer not available in conjunction with any other ofer. Ofer available until 30.04.2020 at participating Holden Dealers while stocks 

last. Free scheduled service 3 years/100,000kms (whichever occurs irst) for all Holden vehicles sold new in New Zealand by a 

Holden Dealer. Ofer excludes ORC. See Holden.co.nz for details.

ZIPPY PERFORMANCE

• Zippy 1.4L engine

• Rear Park Assist

• Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

Spark LT Trax LTZ

• 1.4L turbo engine

• Heated front 

seats

•  Blind Spot Alert

TURBO POWEREDZIPPY PERFORMANCE

Zippy 1.4L engine

Rear Park Assist

Apple CarPlay & 

Android Auto

Colorado LTZ

• 3.5 Tonne   

Towing Capacity

• 2.8L Duramax  

Diesel Engine

• 18” alloy wheels

FEATURE PACKED

• Dual-panel  

panoramic sunroof

• Black 19” alloy  

wheels

• Black grille

Equinox Black Edition BOLD & 

STYLISH
Acadia LTZ-V 

• 20” alloy wheels

• Adaptive Cruise 

Control

• Dual-panel 

sunroof

7-SEAT SUV Trailblazer LTZ 

• 3 Tonne Towing 

Capacity

• Trailer Sway Control

• 8” touch-screen with 

integrated Sat Nav

7-SEAT SUV
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