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THE Gisborne Herald will continue to be 
published throughout the lockdown being 
instituted to contain the Covid-19 virus, with 
media deemed an essential service.
The paywall on our website will also be lifted 
so local news is freely available to all during 
this emergency situation.
We will be working to keep you informed 
through this major disruption in our lives. Our 
focus will be on news related to the virus and 
the lockdown; information you need to help 
you plan how to look after yourselves, your 
families and your loved ones.
At The Herald, we have many staff already 
working from home, some won’t be working 
over the next month and those who need 
to be at work are well separated, with strict 
hygiene and distancing measures in place.
The shape of news will be different obviously 
over the next month and we encourage 
readers to send in story ideas and photos 
or video you think might be fun or just nice 
to share. Our reporters can be reached at 
editorial@gisborneherald.co.nz or private-
messaged on our Gisborne Herald Facebook 
page.
People with opinions and unexpected time on 
your hands, now is a good time to contribute 
your thoughts to our opinion page — email 
editor@gisborneherald.co.nz
We wish you all as good a lockdown period as 
possible. Keep safe, stay at home but do keep 
in touch with anyone who might need your 
support. 
To find out what exactly the lockdown means, 
go to page 6. Other Covid-19 news on pages 
2-3, 4, 6-8, 10, 13-14 and in sport.

Newspaper 
will continue

This will be the daytime sight of Gisborne city centre from Thursday onwards as businesses close 
down due to the nationwide lockdown. New Zealand is at Alert level 3 restrictions and will go into full 
lockdown as Alert level 4 restrictions come into force from 11.59pm tomorrow. Alert level 4 means the 
disease is not contained and there is a risk of widespread outbreaks. Restrictions mean people need 
to stay at home. Schools and universities will be closed, as well as non-essential businesses. There 
will be major reprioritisation of health services while air travel and public transport will only be for 
essential services. Picture by Paul Rickard

COUNTDOWN TO LOCKDOWN

by Mark Peters

TRAVELLERS are strongly urged not 
to take the East Coast Pacific Highway 
out of Tairawhiti due to the potentially 
devastating impact of Covid-19 on Coast 
Maori.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
yesterday announced a raise in the Covid-
19 threat response to level 3. 

Travellers are required to return to 
their homes.

Roadside checkpoints along the East 
Coast highway will begin tomorrow. 

Checkpoint co-organiser Tina Ngata is 
assuring people the checkpoints are not 
roadblocks. 

Travellers who choose to take the East 
Coast route will be asked, not forced, 

to turn back. The roadside checkpoint 
team are working with Gisborne District 
Council to make sure their traffic 
management plan is safe, says Ms Ngata.

“We’re also working with the police 
to ensure the protocols are as safe as 
possible.”

While Covid-19 continues to spread 
in New Zealand, the risk to East Coast 
communities is too great for people to 
continue to drive through them, she says. 

A 2016 report on Ngati Porou health 
revealed people of East Coast iwi are six 
times more likely than any other group to 
die of chronic illness. 

Conditions such as respiratory illness, 
renal disease, heart disease and diabetes 
are more prevalent among Tairawhiti 
Maori — East Coast Maori particularly — 

than most communities.
“This means immunity among East 

Coast Maori is comprised and that makes 
us a vulnerable population for the impact 
of Covid-19,” says Ms Ngata.

She understands the spread of Covid-19 
has created anxiety and wants to assure 
people the roadside checkpoints are not 
made up of vigilante posses but people 
trained in health and safety.  

In response to a letter published 
yesterday in The Herald, Ms Ngata says 
the visitors returning to the Bay of Plenty 
who were told on Sunday they were not 
allowed up the main highway and were 
turned back were not stopped by the 
roadside checkpoint teams. The roadside 
checkpoints had not started yet.

“People are putting a lens of fear on 

things. We’re not too different from a 
community watch group. We have support 
from Deputy Police Commissioner, Wally 
Haumaha and we have a comprehensive 
health and safety plan.”

Mr Haumaha met with Te Whanau 
a Apanui and other agencies to work 
through what the checkpoints mean for 
police activities.  

Te Whanau-a-Apanui is a Maori iwi 
located in the eastern Bay of Plenty and 
East Coast regions.

No one has set out to establish illegal 
roadblocks, says Mr Haumaha. This is 
about community police and iwi taking 
the lead to ensure rural communities that 
don’t have immediate access to support 
services are well protected.

Checkpoints on Coast
Cultural response supported by police, district council

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2020TE NUPEPA O TE TAIRAWHITI HOME-DELIVERED $1.90, RETAIL $2.20

9 771170 043005 >

www.gdc.govt.nz/civil-defenceTSUNAMI?

Public information drop-in sessions
10, 17, 24, 31 March from 5:30pmDO YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO IN A

HB Williams Memorial Library

31577-01

CANCELLED

T
O
M
O
R
R
O
W GISBORNE RUATORIA WAIROA



The Gisborne Herald, 64 Gladstone Road, P.O. Box 1143, Gisborne • Phone (06) 869 0600 • Fax (Editorial) (06) 869 0643 (Advertising) (06) 869 0644
Editor: Jeremy Muir • Chief Reporter: Andrew Ashton • Circulation: Cara Haines • Sports: Grant Miller/John Gillies

e-mail: editor@gisborneherald.co.nz • advertising@gisborneherald.co.nz • circulation@gisborneherald.co.nz • web site: www.gisborneherald.co.nz

LOOKING AHEAD

THE GUIDE

THURSDAYTOMORROW

FOCUS ON THE LAND

• Prices and comment from today’s 
small cattle fair at Matawhero – 
350 head on offer.

• Whangara dog trial results in what 
may be the last trial of the season.

• The weekly AgriHQ report for the 
week beginning March 23.

High demand 
for seedlings

GROW 
YOUR 
OWN

by Kim Parkinson

GISBORNE garden centres and 
nurseries have been selling out of 
seedlings as people turn to growing their 
own winter vegetables rather than relying 
on supermarkets.

Mitre 10 owner-operator Geoff Taylor  
said vegetable seedlings had been in high 
demand even before the Government 
lifted New Zealand’s alert level to 3 
yesterday, in response to the Covid-19 
outbreak.

The store had doubled its order and 
was trying to get more seedlings for the 
weekend but nurseries were struggling to 
keep up with the demand.

“It’s interesting in this day and age that 
there are a lot of people growing their 

own veges,” Mr Taylor said. 
“It caught us out a little bit but we are 

working hard to get those stocks back up.
“We sent away a wish list and 

they supply what they can. Being 
geographically isolated it is more of a 
challenge.”

Cabbages, broccoli and any sort of 
winter vegetables were in demand, with 
people coming in and grabbing what was 
available, he said.

Sales were also up on things like 
disinfectant, soaps, sanitiser and water 
containers. 

There was also an increase in sales of 
emergency kits.

“I think it is just general preparedness. 
It’s been pretty steady for a couple of 
weeks now.”

Touchstone owner Peter Whitehead said 
there had been a huge rise in demand 
for winter vegetable plants at his garden 
centre in the Ballance Street Village.

“We’re selling them (the seedlings) as 
soon as they come in. We had a delivery 
at 8am on Sunday morning and were sold 
out by the end of the day,” he said.

They were also selling more seeds.
Makaraka Veges owner Rajsh Mehta 

said they were selling out of winter 
seedlings like broccoli and cauliflowers. 
Most of his stock of plants comes from out 
of the area and his suppliers were also 
struggling to keep up with demand. 

Sales for general grocery items like 
eggs and potatoes had doubled as people 
stocked up on essential items, he said. 

Produce from the Kaiti community 

garden is also in high demand as people 
prepare to plant winter vegetables.

Mere Kururangi-Rangihuna said 
they propagated their own veges at 
Manutuke ready for planting and had 
been preparing the ground by applying 
seaweed and compost. 

They had three harvests over the 
spring/summer period and distributed the 
fresh produce to local rest homes, with 
the rest going to whanau. 

“We will be harvesting our kumara in 
the first week of April.”

The general trend to stay at home 
and limit contact with others due to 
the coronavirus has meant people were 
thinking more about growing their own 
vegetables and also looking for enjoyable 
activities like gardening to keep busy.

SELLING FAST: Makaraka Veges is just 
one plant vendor that has experienced 
a dramatic increase in demand for 
vegetable seedlings. Paige Watson stands 
beside empty shelves after a rush on 
seasonal veges. 
Picture by Paul Rickard

BEEF and Lamb New Zealand and the 
Meat Industry Association have moved 
to confirm that farming and cropping 
related activities have been classified as 
“essential” under the Level four 
lockdown regime.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
yesterday announced New Zealand 
would move to Covid-19 Alert Level 4 at 
11.59pm tomorrow (Wednesday).

“Following a discussion with the 
Ministry for Primary Industries’ Director 
General Ray Smith and Agriculture 
Minister Damien O’Connor, we can 
confirm that farmers, processing plants, 
and key elements of the supply chain 
that support farming and processors, are 
considered essential services, said Sam 
McIvor from B+LNZ and and Tim Ritchie 
from the MIA.

The classification involves primary 
industries, including food and beverage 
production and processing, which also 

includes horticulture and cropping. 
“We’re getting a few questions about 

the classification of some of the services 
needed to support production of food, 
such as seed, fertiliser, animal feed etc,” 
they said. 

“At this stage, we understand these 
will likely be regarded as essential, but 
we will be working with other industry 
bodies and the government to ensure 
that the appropriate parts of the supply 
chain are able to operate to support 
farming operations.

“What’s important is that farmers, 
processors and exporters can have 
confidence that animal welfare will 
be prioritised, that animals can be 
processed, we can continue to export 
products to our global markets, and 
provide food to New Zealanders,” they 
said.

“Under the new requirements 
programme, companies will be required 

to register and demonstrate steps they 
are taking to manage risks to people and 
mitigate against the spread of the virus. 
We will also keep farmers updated about 
these requirements.

“It is important to keep the sector safe 
and that we look out for each other.

“Our sector is fortunate to be able to 
continue, but with this comes a serious 
responsibility.

“It is essential for everyone in the 
sector to do everything they can to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 and 
ensure that we can continue to operate. 

“Please protect your families and 
your staff. There is information about 
how farmers can do this on our B+LNZ 
website page,” Mr McIvor said. 

“The next few months will be 
incredibly challenging and we are 
conscious that there is drought in parts 
of the country that farmers are also 
having to deal with, on top of the virus.

“It is more important than ever that 
we look to stay connected, reach out to 
our neighbours and work out a plan to 
support each other,” he said.

“These are uncertain and unsettling 
times. Please look after yourself and your 
close ones.” 

■  Federated Farmers provincial 
president Charlie Reynolds welcomed the 
confirmation that farming and cropping 
are classified as essential.

“It’s extremely useful to keep people 
busy, and for the district it means 
at least 50 percent of the district’s 
businesses will still be operating during 
the Level Four shut down,” he said this 
morning.  

Corson Grain procurement manager 
Richard Hyland said this morning the 
company’s maize harvest continues, with 
yields above average, “and the season is 
still looking promising”.  

Farming and cropping  ‘essential services’ 
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GISBORNE Hospital has been reconfigured 
to allow for anyone with suspected or 
confirmed Covid-19 to be treated in isolation. 

Hauora Tairawhiti chief executive Jim Green 
says that given the alert level for New Zealand 
has now risen, Gisborne Hospital is putting the 
next phase of its emergency management plan 
in place. 

Mr Green says while there are no known 
confirmed cases of Covid-19 in the region, the 
hospital is ready to respond. 

“Our clinical staff have devised safe ways in 
which we can move and care for people within 
the hospital.” 

“Patients in Ward 5 (Medical Ward) are now 
being moved to other wards in the hospital so 

health staff can safely manage anyone who has 
suspected or confirmed Covid-19 in that ward.”

Mr Green says the situation health staff now 
find themselves in is unprecedented.

“Support for these new ways of working will 
mean the health system will be able to continue 
to be there for people who need it.”

Mr Green says with the country about 
to go into full lockdown some non-urgent 
hospital services will close, in line with the 
Government’s directive for people to stay home.

Medical staff are in the process of reviewing 
who needs to have urgent appointments or 
surgery. 

“Unless someone from the hospital calls you 
then it is safe to assume that any non-urgent 

appointments scheduled between now and the 
next four weeks have been cancelled.”

Mr Green stresses that Gisborne Hospital is 
still open for emergencies. 

“I want to reassure people that the hospital 
emergency department is still open to treat 
critical emergency presentations, for example 
people with strokes, heart attacks, severe 
breathing difficulties, and injuries.”

Services for children and maternity services 
will remain the same. Critical treatment such as 
dialysis and cancer treatment will also continue. 

The hospital emergency response team is 
reconsidering its visiting policy to best match 
the requirements of a level 4 alert. 

The hospital’s two entrances — Emergency 

Department/Outpatients and the main ward 
entrance — are now manned by a staff member 
who is double-checking travel history and the 
reason for coming to the hospital before people 
can enter.

“Entrance to Maternity (Puawai Aroha), Te 
Whare Awhiora (Mental Health) and Tui Te Ora 
will be provided by staff.”

Mr Green said if someone was concerned 
about Covid-19 they should not come into the 
emergency department. 

If you have any of these symptoms: a fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, sneezing or a runny 
nose then call your GP.

If you do not have a GP call the free service 
Healthline on 0800 358 5453.

Hospital moves to next level of preparedness

by Matai O’Connor

GISBORNE businesses had started 
closing their doors to customers as 
a precautionary measure against 
Covid-19 before the Prime Minister’s 
announcement yesterday that all non-
essential businesses must close.

Zest Cafe in Peel St closed at the end 
of yesterday and the Marina Restaurant 
decided to shut its doors until further 
notice. Ck and Co hair salon and barber 
had earlier decided to close this Friday, 
but have moved that forward.

Owner Caroline Kingi said she closed 
up immediately after the announcement,  
and would be shut for at least four weeks.

“I don’t want to risk the health of my 
team, clients or our community so I had 
to make this decision. I don’t know how 
long we will be closed for. We will take it 
day-by-day. 

However, they would still sell haircare  
products online as long as couriers were 
operating.  All clients who were booked in 
would be contacted.

“In the meantime can our clients please 
not take to their hair with either a pair 
of scissors or box of dye. Just hold out, we 
will sort you when we get back to work. 

“I know it’s uncertain times for 
everyone at the moment but let’s look 
after our whanau, tamariki, elders and 
friends,” Ms Kingi said.

Zest owner operator David Campbell 
posted on the cafe’s Facebook page 
yesterday morning, telling customers 
their doors would close at the end of the 
day. 

“This has not been an easy decision to 
make, but has been one made out of care 
and concern for our valued customers and 
staff alike.

“Wishing everyone all the best in these 
uncertain times, and we shall keep you 
updated on any future changes,” the post 
reads. 

This was before the announcement 
from the Prime Minister that all non-
essential businesses have to shut as New 
Zealand approaches level 4 of the New 
Zealand Covid-19 alert levels.

Mr Campbell said he and his staff were 
getting a bit anxious about the whole 
situation. Some staff were saying they 
had sore throats so Mr Campbell made 
the decision then and there to close.

“We were going to have a staff meeting 
at 1pm. Our head chef was off sick with a 
sore throat so I made the choice to start 
close-down procedures. 

“The staff are doing well. When we 
were doing the close-down procedure we 
were all a little bit upset but we knew we 
would reopen one day. We all had a chat 
throughout the day about it, reconfirming 
all their jobs are safe and they will get 
paid as normal. 

“They will still get paid 
and we will link in to the 
Government help.”

Before they closed the 
shop they had stopped 
taking cash because it has 
a lot of bacteria on it and 
started refusing keep cups. 

“Customers have been 
great about the news. They 
are very understanding 
and understood why we did 
it. Looking at the Facebook 
response it’s been very 
positive which is good. 

“It’s a great community,” 
Mr Campbell said.

The Marina Restaurant 
posted on Facebook before 
yesterday’s announcement 
that they had decided 
to shut their doors until 
further notice.

“With growing uncertainty, and for 
everyone’s safety and wellbeing we feel 
this is the best option.                               

They had organised readymade meals 
to be available for pick up tomorrow but 
that is no longer going to happen. 

“Thank you for your amazing support 

over the last 14-and-a-half years — you 
have been great.  In the meantime  
stay well, look after one another and  
be kind.”

Locals shut  
up shop for 
the duration

NO ENTRY: The Marina Restaurant was among a number of 
businesses yesterday which, even before the Prime Minister’s 
announcement of a national lockdown yesterday afternoon, had 
decided to close. Inset, the notice posted on the restaurant’s door.
 Pictures by Paul Rickard

GISBORNE shoppers spent $15.75 
million over just seven days in the lead-
up to yesterday’s announcement of a 
nationwide lockdown to slow the spread 
of Covid-19. 

Paymark, which processes about 75 
percent of all electronic transactions, 
recorded a total of $12.6m spent on cards 
in Gisborne for the seven days ending 

March 22.
That was a 12.9 percent rise from the 

same period last year, with most going on 
food and booze.

“Spending at food and liquor shops, 
which includes supermarkets, jumped 
sharply yesterday, reaching a total of 
$111 million and rising 157 percent on 
the same Monday last year,” a Paymark 

spokesman said.
“This level of spending in one day has 

only been surpassed on Christmas Eve 
2019 when the total for this merchant 
group was $117 million.

“Spending at pharmacies jumped 122 
percent yesterday on the year before. 
Meanwhile spending at accommodation 
providers (-59 percent) and restaurants, 

cafes and bars (-44 percent) continue to 
decline.

“This has been the pattern for over one 
week now, albeit the pattern yesterday 
was more extreme.”

Today, Pak’nSave Gisborne owner-
operator Ewan Atherton had one message 
for shoppers here.

“#Shop normal.”

$15m panic buying spree in just seven days
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by Matai O’Connor

A MAN on a mission to walk 
around New Zealand to raise 
awareness of mental health 
issues and suicide prevention has 
put a pause on his hikoi. 

Ivan Miller started his Walking 
for Life journey the weekend 
after Waitangi Day 2019. He has 
clocked up 4802 kilometres and 
raised $6,663 for the Mental 
Health Foundation of New 
Zealand.

He did this because he has 
experienced mental health issues 
— stemming from being sexually 
abused as a child and leading to a 
breakdown when he was 32.

After making it to Gisborne a 
couple weeks ago he started 
walking along the East Coast 
highway.

Following the Covid-19 
announcement on Saturday, Ivan 
decided to delay the rest of his 
hikoi because of roadblocks 
planned for Hicks Bay (see front 

page story). 
“While I am gutted I am unable 

to complete the hikoi or have 
my party (when he gets to Cape 
Reinga) I completely understand 
and support the lockdown. I

“I am sure 
people remember 
the stories of 
how badly the flu 
decimated the 
local population 
100 years ago.”

His last stop 
was at Te Araroa. 
Ivan’s cousin 
drove from 
Rotorua yesterday to collect him. 
He will stay at her house for the 
next few weeks while he plans his 
next steps.

“During that time I will be 
sharing ideas of how to take care 
of our mental health during these 
times with specific examples of 
what I am doing for mine.

“I am hoping I can clock up 
some big mileage around Rotorua 

and Taupo, maybe start filling in 
the inside of my map. This would 
be done with every precaution.”

He has thought about going 
back to Napier and walking over 
the Napier/Taupo hills when 

everything has 
calmed down. 

“I need to wait 
and see how 
things play out 
in coming days. 
Walking for Life 
is not over, it’s 
just paused.”

His experience 
on the East 

Coast had been beautiful, he said. 
“It has been amazing — full of 

love and kindness. I have never 
experienced so many hongi in my 
life. It’s a beautiful new experience 
for me.

“I am glad I got to experience 
it before protocols around 
hongi, handshakes and hugs 
discouraged it so strongly.”

Ivan had the chance to spend 

time with Travis Tawera, who has 
been helping men who struggle 
with mental health through 
hunting, fishing, diving and being 
outdoors. 

Travis walked with Ivan from 
Te Puia Springs to Ruatoria in 
support of Walking for Life.

Ivan spoke at Te Ariuru Marae 
in Tokomaru Bay at an event 
organised by Pania Te Paiho 
Marsh of Wahine Toa Hunting. 

Pania has been visiting marae 
in the region to listen to people’s 
stories and take photos of those 
lost to suicide to represent them 
at the now-cancelled Together, 
Never Alone rally on mental 
health awareness and suicide 
prevention in Palmerston North 
on April 18.

“I went there (Te Ariuru Marae)
with Travis. I wasn’t expecting 
to be asked to speak but I was 
warmly received by everyone,” 
said Ivan.

“This region has been one of the 
friendliest I have been to.”

Walking for Life 
hikoi put on hold

‘ This region has 
been one of the 
friendliest I have 
been to ’  —Ivan Miller

MARAE KORERO: Ivan Miller spoke about his mental health 
journey at Te Ariuru Marae in Tokomaru Bay. He went there 
with Travis Tawera, who walked with Ivan from Te Puia 
Springs to Ruatoria.  Picture supplied

RESIDUAL heat from the metal container 
for a citronella candle set a child’s 
playhouse alight on a property in Fox 
Street in Gisborne last night.

The flames spread to neighbouring 
vegetation.

Fire and Emergency NZ were called 
about the fire at around 10.30pm last night.

“It was spotted by a neighbour 
who alerted the people who owned 
the playhouse and they were able to 
successfully contain the fire until we 
arrived,” a senior firefighter said.

“They used buckets of water and a 
garden hose to tackle it and did a really 
good job.”

The fire had started to spread into trees 
on an adjacent property.

“Some children had been playing in the 
playhouse earlier in the evening under 
adult supervision. The citronella candle had 
been extinguished when the children had 
finished playing.

“But the residual heat from candle’s 
metal container started material underneath 
smouldering, and the fire started from 
there.

The playhouse was extensively damaged.  

Playhouse fire at 
Fox Street property

KAWENGA, Leigh.
— Passed away 22nd
March 2020, aged 68.
Loved partner of Shane.
Much loved Mum of
Kaye Adel, and Virgil
(Aust). Loved brother
of John (dec), and
Bernice, and Annette
and Bill. Loved Aunty
of all her nieces and
nephews. Will be sadly
missed by all.
   In accordance with
Lee’s wishes, a private
cremation will take
place.

STEPHENS,
(nee Baker), Maxeen
Terry. — 15.11.1955 -
22.3.2020. Aged 64
years. After a brave
battle courageously
fought in Australia,
with her tamariki me
nga mokopuna and with
her whanau at
Gisborne, Maxeen
passed away Sunday
morning.
   Karakia, whanau
korero and burial was
held at the
Manakotutahi Urupa,
Mangatuna, Uawa,
Sunday afternoon.
   A celebration of her
life will be held later
when our country and
the world settle after the
pandemic.
Nga manaakitanga from
Maxeen’s tamariki and
mokopuna and the
Baker Whanau. Contact
Tena Baker-Clark, 027
255 4921.

STEPHENS,
(nee Baker), Maxeen
Terry. — 15.11.1955 -
22.3.2020. Aged 64
years. Loving mother of
Nicholas, Natalie,
Whitney, mother-in-law
of Melanie, Alan,
Clayton, and adored,
loved Nanny of Maya,
India, Kaylah, Peyton,
Sophie, William. Rest
now Mum. Sleep our
Nanny.

STEPHENS,
(nee Baker), Maxeen
Terry. — 15.11.1955 -
22.3.2020. Aged 64
years. Much loved mate
and friend of the Nock
Family, ex 207 Tripoli
Road Panmure - Moira
and Sonny Nock (both
dec), Chris and Mata,
Eddie and Raina, Alan
and Kate, Philip and
Sophie, Russell (dec),
Sidney and Janne, and
all our tamariki and
mokopuna. Wonderful
memories Max. Bull
rush in Heaven.

STEPHENS
(nee Baker), Maxeen
Terry. — 15.11.1955 -
22.3.2020. Aged 64
years. Mokopuna o
Sonny Te Ratu Baker
raua ko Terina
Dewes-Baker me Peta
Komaru Tumaurirere
raua ko Ruth Walker-
Tumaurirere Tamahine
o John (Jack) Baker
raua ko Rutu (Pongo/-
Rangi) Tumaurirere-
Baker. Tuahine o John,
Ronald, Rodney,
Jacqueline, Alexander,
Petena. Whaea Keke o
Arnold and Erana
Reedy and Wi-
Pewhairangi and Kata
Reedy, Hirini Reedy me
nga tamariki me nga
mokopuna. Auwahine o
Tunis Keelan,
Jacqueline Crawford-
Baker (dec), Koromiko
Richards, Jan Baker,
Denise Howell-Baker,
Alder Beritane, Matt
Clark. Whaea Keke o
Jacqueline, John (dec),
Michelle, Shaun,
Tonya, Ronelle, John,
Joanna, Alexandra,
Darryl, Lisa, Ann-
Jolena, Terina, Tama,
Kia-Ranea, Valentine
(dec). Nanny Max o
Rangi me nga
mokopuna me nga
mokopuna-tuarua.
Takoto mai Maxeen i te
whenua tapu o nga
matua tupuna me tou
Koka.

STEPHENS,
(nee Baker), Maxeen
Terry. — 15.11.1955 -
22.3.2020. Special
acknowledgement to
Hospice Gisborne for
the wonderful care for
Maxeen and her
whanau. It was greatly
and lovingly apprecia-
ted. Special thanks to
Drs Anna, Robyn,
Marla, and Nurses
Linda, Wendy, Jada,
and Zoe Alford
(Counsellor). Many
thanks to all the staff
and volunteers for your
wonderful support.
Maxeen and our
whanau were truly
blessed. Special thanks
to Dr Hiria Nielson GP.

— From Maxeen’s
children, grandchildren,
and her brothers, sisters
and whanau.

STUART, Laurie

Can’t believe a year
has passed.

The tears still often fall.
No words can say how
much you’re missed,

if only you could call.
To hear your voice,

see your smile,
Oh what we would

give. But our memories
keep you close,

as forever in our hearts
you live.

Love Nadine, Neil and
Nathan, Margaret,
Paul, Angela and
Blaed and Royce

Deaths

Deaths

Deaths

In Memoriam

Deaths

FAMILY NOTICES

PLEASE

HAVE FAMILY

NOTICES

IN BY 9AM

DAY OF

PUBLICATION

CAMPBELL, John
Hema. – Loved and 
cherished Brother, 
Uncle and Pāpa. Your 
absence is felt.  Fly and 
be free. Be the brightest 
star and shine down 
on us all. Never to be 
forgotten and forever in 
our hearts. 
– Richard and Minnie, 
Tony (Big Mooks), 
Cory and Kodi.

“We are all coming to this kaupapa from 
the same place — out of a need to protect 
the most vulnerable in the community. 

“This is Te Whanau-a-Apanui taking 
a strong leadership role and we want to 
model what it looks like when iwi, police, 
councils and other agencies work in 
partnership. 

“Our role is supporting this cultural 
response to Covid-19.”

The council supports the message 
tourists should not stop in our region in the 
midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, says chief 
executive Nedine Thatcher Swann.

“A decision has been made to restrict 
movement around State Highway 35 in 
order to protect vulnerable people in their 
communities.

“We will work with hapu and police to 
ensure their initiatives are managed safely 
and have supported them with a traffic 
management plan.”

Roadside checkpoints will be set up at 
Ruatoria and Wharekahika/Hicks Bay. 

Nga Hapu O Te Akau o Tokomaru has 
announced plans are afoot for a community 
“neighbourhood watch” to monitor traffic 
flow through Tokomaru Bay. If travellers 

continue up the Pacific Highway they will 
encounter another checkpoint at Potikirua 
about an hour out of Wharekahika/Hicks 
Bay. 

Te Whanau-a-Apanui leadership will 
impose a rahui (restriction) on movement 
through eastern Bay of Plenty tribal land 
from 8am tomorrow.

They will track and, where necessary, 
restrict travel through the rohe (district) 
between Hawai, which is halfway between 
Te Kaha and Opotiki, to Potaka, which is 
north of Wharekahika/Hicks Bay.

“In light of the pandemic Covid-19 
plaguing the country and the world we 
have had to take proactive measures to 
protect our most vulnerable, our iwi taonga, 
our elderly and our moko,” says iwi leader 
Rawiri Waititi. 

“Non-residents, campers including 
camper vans, tourists, outside fisherman, 
cyclists and holidaymakers are not 
permitted to enter our iwi territory.”

Once New Zealand is clear of the  
Covid-19 crisis, travellers are welcome to 
visit the East Coast, says Ms Ngata.

“We love tourists coming here in normal 
times. We love to share our beautiful place, 
our way of being and laidback lifestyle with 
considerate visitors.”

Protecting the most vulnerable
FROM PAGE 1
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HAUORA Tairawhiti’s cardiac 
physiology department is achieving its 
goals, says chief executive Jim Green.

In his written report to the Hauora 
Tairawhiti board, he said those goals 
were:

•Careforpeopleclosertohome
•Awiderrangeofcareathomewith

a local physiologist
•Cliniciansarebeingbetter

supported and will be more effective in 
their work.

Mr Green said budget setting 
for 2020/2021 had highlighted a 
significant underspend in visiting 
services for the department for the 
2019/20 financial year-to-date with 
$114,000 having been budgeted and 
$55,000 spent. 

“This reflects the work being carried 
out by our locally based cardiac 
physiologist and the reduced need for 
Waikato visits to us and for our people 
to visit Waikato. 

“In previous years, Hauora 
Tairawhiti have paid Waikato Distict 
Health for around 450 pacemaker 
checks each year.

“These are the downloads of devices 
that the Waikato-based team do when 
one of our people here has an event. 

Mr Green said cost savings should be 
around $99,000 or 450 x $220.

“We have paid for the service change 
with the savings, and then some.”

Hauora cardiac 
service paying 
off in Tairawhiti

FRESH fruit and vegetable consumption is 
expected to rise as more people stay at home due 
to Covid-19. 

Research suggests a lack of time is a factor in 
Kiwis failing to consume their recommended daily 
intake.  

5+ A Day Charitable Trust project manager 
Carmel Ireland says recent research indicates that 
those with more time on their hands do consume 
more fresh produce. 

“Given many of us are in social isolation, and 
we are all very aware of building and maintaining 
immunity, we expect Kiwis to be eating more fresh 
produce.”

A new nationwide survey of 1000 people about 
the breakfast habits of Kiwis, suggests those aged 
60 plus who regularly eat breakfast on weekdays 
are much more likely to consume fresh fruit and 
vegetables at that time compared to their younger 
counterparts.

“This suggests to us that time is a big factor in 
Kiwis consuming fruit and vegetables, as many 
younger people rush out the door to work or 
school,” said Ms Ireland.

“People are very focused on buying essentials 
and dried goods right now as the threat of    
Covid-19 draws closer and that is understandable. 

“But fresh produce is one of the most valuable 
items you can place in your shopping basket and 
will go a long way towards ensuring you remain 

as healthy as possible. For your body to function 
at its best, it is important to eat enough fresh 
fruit and vegetables to give your body a lot of the 
nutrients, minerals and vitamins it needs.

“We need to focus on eating well, to help 
maintain a healthy immune system.”

Recent Ministry of Health data shows only 53 
percent of New Zealanders are consuming the 
recommended daily intake of vegetables and 51.5 
percent are eating enough fruit.

Ms Ireland said people should aim to eat at 
least three servings of vegetables and two pieces 
of fruit every day to maintain optimum health. 

“Our New Zealand growers produce more than 
enough fresh fruit and vegetables to feed our 
nation.

“Now more than ever, Kiwis should be enjoying 
a wide range of colourful, fresh produce. 

“Look for items that are particularly high in 
vitamin C such as kiwifruit, citrus and feijoas — all 
of which are coming into season right now.”

Apples, pears, passionfruit, mandarins, 
persimmons, capsicums, courgettes, butternut and 
buttercup squash, eggplant and parsnips are also 
great during autumn. 

Eating the recommended amounts of fruit and 
vegetables, washing your hands frequently, and 
getting enough sleep each night are all key to 
keeping your body’s immune defences at their 
optimum. 

Fruit and vege intake set to increase

INCREASING Maori participation in the health 
workforce is another step towards ensuring equity, 
says mentor Eru Findlay.

He is the Kia Ora Hauora (KOH) rangatahi 
mentoring programme co-ordinator for a four day 
programme designed to expose Maori secondary 
school students to the stories and lives of 
different health professionals in Tairawhiti.

The idea, developed from a high school 
careers adviser, has resulted in a sonographer, 
social worker, physiotherapist, former magnetic 
resonance therapy department and a bio-medical 
engineer working with students from Lytton High 
School, Gisborne Boys’ High School, Te Kura 
Kaupapa Maori o Horouta Wananga and Te Kura 
Kaupapa Maori o Hawaiki Hou.

At the conclusion of the programme, eight 
students were selected to represent Gisborne 
at the National Kia Ora Hauora Conference next 
month in Wellington. 

The feedback was good, and confirmed the 
need for programmes like this that engage 

rangatahi Maori with Maori health professional role 
models. 

The KOH programme was set up in 2010 and 
has successfully raised the awareness of health 
careers in Maori communities.

Programme messages and recruitment activities 
have successfully reached a predominantly 
rangatahi audience, which is reflected in 
registration and event attendance data.

KOH brand recognition is high, featuring in 
online, social media and promotional events.

Mr Findlay said KOH was needed because Maori 
were under-represented in the health workforce 
and over-represented as users of healthcare.

“The most significant challenge to achieving 
equity in the health workforce, to meet the needs 
of Maori whanau, is overcoming the barriers that 
impact on the supply of Maori health professionals 
and workers.”

Mr Findlay believes delivering the programme 
for Tairawhiti rangatahi interested in studying 
towards a health career is another step towards 
ensuring equity is achieved in the health 
workforce.

“Having Maori and non-Maori health 
professionals who are willing to share their 
knowledge and journey into health with our 
rangatahi is a win/win for both rangatahi and 
mentors and for our community in the long run.”

 For further information contact Hauora 
Tairawhiti KOH coordinator Eru Findlay via email 
at eru.findlay@tdh.org.nz, or by phone, 869 0500 
extn 8301, and 021 580 975.

Encouraging Maori into health careers

A LONG-held motivation to help people 
is behind a career decision made by 
Gisborne woman Hayley Wright.

And getting a Year 13 Scholarship 
to study in her home town at EIT 
Tairawhiti made a huge difference to 
Hayley achieving that goal and becoming 
a nurse. 

With no family in the medical 
profession, choosing nursing was “out of 
the blue”.

“WhenIwasatCampionCollege,
from about 13 or 14-years-old, I started 
thinking nursing would be an amazing, 
exciting career.

“It is something where you can really 
make a difference in people’s lives and I 
thought ‘I could do that’.” 

Three years ago, at the end of her 
high school education, she applied to the 
nursuing programme at EIT Tairawhiti 
and the Year 13 Scholarship.

“Getting the scholarship took a whole 
lot of pressure off in the first year.

It covered all the first year fees, 
meaning that was one less thing to worry 
about.

“I was sceptical for the first few weeks, 
but by the end of the year I was sure it 
was what I wanted to do.”

As well as having the fees paid through 
the scholarship, it was a huge relief to 

be able to stay at home, meaning more 
savings and the added comfort of being 
around family and friends.

Support from EIT Tairawhiti lecturers 
also helped.

“Lecturers were always available when 
we needed help which made it easier.”

Hayley completed her three-year 
nursing degree last year and will 
graduate in May. 

She has secured a full-time job with 
Hauora Tairawhiti as a theatre nurse and 
intends to continue her career in that 
direction.

Throughout the course, she completed 
practical experience in aged care, mental 

health and surgical and medical wards 
at a general practitioner practice and her 
final placement was in theatre. 

“That was when I found out I love 
working in theatre.

“It is a great team environment.
“It takes the pressure off working with 

a good team.”
Now 20-years-old, Hayley is pleased 

with her decision to become a nurse in 
Gisborne.

“It has turned out to be the best thing I 
have ever done.

To find out more about EIT Tairawhiti 
courses, call into the main office in 
Palmerston Road.

Nursing decision ‘out of 
the blue’ but no regrets

‘ The most significant challenge 
to achieving equity is overcoming 
the barriers that impact on 
the supply of Maori health 
professionals and workers. ’  —Eru Findlay

About 5+ A Day
■ The 5+ A Day Charitable Trust was 

established in 2007 for the benefit 
of all Kiwis, especially children. 

■   The Trust is committed to 
increasing the consumption 
of fresh fruit and vegetables 
for the better health of all New 
Zealanders.

■ The trust encourages all Kiwis 
to eat five or more servings of 
colourful, fresh fruit and vegetables 
every day for good health.

■ Key messages are in line 
with Ministry of Health and 
World Health Organisation 
recommendations. 

■ The 5+ A Day Charitable Trust is 
funded by voluntary contributions 
from New Zealand’s pan-produce 
industry.

WRIGHT STUFF: 
EIT Tairawhiti 
soon-to-be 
graduate Hayley 
Wright loves the 
opportunities 
and challenges 
of nursing and 
recommends EIT 
as a great place 
to study and to 
launch a career. 
 Picture supplied
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www.3rivers.co.nz

Three Rivers Medical 

Weekdays 8am to 8pm
Weekends and public holidays 
9am-6pm
75 Customhouse Street 
(the white building opposite 
The Warehouse) 
P (06) 867 7411 
F (06) 867 4773
After hours call 
Healthline 0800 611 116

Services available:

Doctors, Practice Nurses, 
Pharmacy, Radiology, Healthy 
Steps Podiatry, 
Gains@Geneva Healthcare 
Services, Peter Stiven General 
Surgeon, MoleMap, Gisborne 
Ear Clear, Gisborne Counselling 
& Psychological Services 

Manage your health, book an 
appointment in advance.



by Ben Leahy, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — A rent freeze 
preventing landlords from raising the 
rents on residential properties has just 
been put in place by Government.

Finance Minister Grant Robertson said 
landlords will temporarily be unable to 
raise rents in a bid to provide relief to 
renters facing reduced working hours or 
job losses as a result of the coronavirus 
downturn.

“The second decision we have taken 
is to freeze rent increases and to look to 
extend no-cause terminations to protect 
people during this difficult time,” he 
said during a televised announcement 
alongside Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern.

“We will release more details of how 
we will operationalise that in the coming 
days.”

“We know that for many New 
Zealanders paying the rent is one of the 
biggest weekly bills they face.”

It comes as many workers would not 
be able to go to work in the coming days 
as New Zealand headed into at least 
four weeks of an alert four level response 
to coronavirus in which non-essential 
businesses would shut down.

The Government was also working on a 
relief package for those with home loans.

“The Government, the Reserve Bank, 
and retail banks have all agreed in 
principle to significant support for 
mortgage holders,” Robertson said.

“Meetings are taking place as we speak 
to finalise the details on this which will 
also be announced in the coming few 
days.”

Businesses and employees were also in 
line for far greater support measures.

“We do need to make sure we are 
securing New Zealanders’ income during 
this period,” Robertson said in response 
to a question about whether a universal 
income for all Kiwis would be put in 
place.

Govt blocks rent increases

by Amelia Wade, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — At 11.59pm 
tomorrow night, New Zealand will go 
into an extreme and unprecedented 
nationwide lockdown.

All non-essential businesses will be 
closed and everyone will have to stay 
at home except for solitary exercise and 
visiting essential services.

Supermarkets will stay open 
throughout the four-week lockdown and 
the supply chain will continue to run.

The Government is also in a completely 
unprecedented situation and if an answer 
is not available, the lockdown taskforce 
will work to update its advice as and 
when situations develop.

When does the Covid-19 lockdown start?

The lockdown will start at 11.59pm on 
Wednesday. That is when the coronavirus 
alert level will rise to four because at 
least two cases of Covid-19 have been 
identified as community transmission.

What should I do before the lockdown?

Firstly, don’t panic. You will still be 
able to go to the supermarket where 
there will always be food.

All of Government Controller John 
Ombler, who heads the lockdown 
taskforce, said the supply chain will stay 
operational.

But you should prepare and start 
making arrangements.

This includes making plans with your 
families and loved ones, getting contact 
details within your community and 
thinking about how you will make it 
through the lockdown.

You should already know if you are 
able to work from home.

If you are in a different part of the 
country, you should make immediate 
arrangements to get home.

There will be allowances for people 
not able to do so by Wednesday, but you 
should call the Covid-19 information 
helpline on 0800 779 997 to let them 
know your circumstances and get advice.

The Government also has not ruled out 
roadblocks, but is hoping they are not 
necessary.

Can I still go outside?

Yes. You can still go to the 
supermarket, go for a walk, exercise and 
take the children to the park or the dog 
for a walk.

But you will not be able to interact 
with people outside of your self-isolation 
group.

For example, you can take your 
children to the beach but they should not 

play with other children.
The goal of the lockdown is to limit the 

spread of the virus and if you are looking 
for exceptions to the rule, you have 
missed the point of it and means other 
New Zealanders would die, said Ombler.

It could also mean New Zealand stays 
in lockdown for longer than four weeks, 
said Ardern.

“If you hang out with that friend at 
a park or see that family member for 
lunch, you risk spreading Covid-19 and 
extending everyone’s time in level four.”

At the end of the four weeks, the 
Government will assess the risk and 
community spread and decide if it is safe 
to drop the level to three.

What if I co-parent?

The goal of the lockdown is to limit 
human interaction and contain the 
spread of Covid-19.

If you are able to share your children 
within your self-isolation, you can 
continue to do so.

If this isn’t possible, the Government is 
working on advice. In the meantime, you 
should call the information helpline on 
0800 779 997.

How will it be enforced?

Compliance with the lockdown will 
be enforced by the police and the New 
Zealand Defence Force.

Police Commissioner Mike Bush, 
who is on the Government’s lockdown 
taskforce, said Kiwis could expect to see 
a strong police presence on the street.

There is likely to also be some military 
presence as well.

“I can understand that seeing an 
increase in presence by police and our 
military may not be what we are used to 
in New Zealand, but they will be working 
together,” Ardern said.

Authorities have the power to enforce 
the lockdown if they see people flouting 
the rules.

Bush said: “It is about education and 
encouragement, we don’t want to get into 
a place where we have to enforce these 
directions, but we will if required.”

The Government is also looking at 
measures to enforce quarantine on people 
who refuse to, Director-General of Health 
Ashley Bloomfield said.

A number of options are being 
considered, including those like the one 
established at Whangaparaoa after the 
mercy flight from China last month.

What is considered an essential service?

Supermarkets and the supply chain 
that keeps them stocked will stay in 
operation.

You should not panic shop and 
stockpile groceries or pharmaceuticals.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said there will be “plenty of food to go 
around”.

There are not yet any rules about 
what happens at supermarkets, and 
authorities are hoping it won’t get to the 
point that strict controls are needed.

But Bush said police would intervene 
to keep supermarkets safe and maintain 
order if needed.

Doctors, pharmacists and vets will stay 
open, and emergency services and some 
construction activity.

Public transport will continue to 
operate and you will be able to use it 
to get to any essential service that you 
need.

The media, including the NZ 
Herald, nzherald.co.nz, Newstalk ZB 
and NZME’s stable of five regional 
newspapers and other radio stations, will 
continue to provide essential updates 
and information, practical advice and 
analysis. 

Parliament will be adjourned for the 
four-week lockdown but a group, like a 
Select Committee with the Opposition 
and others, will be established to keep 
the Government accountable for its 
decisions.

New Zealand’s coronavirus lockdown 
will be managed by a leadership team of 
some of the country’s top officials. That 
team is Dr Ashley Bloomfield, Director-
General of Health, Sarah Stuart-Black, 
Director of Civil Defence Emergency 
Management, Mike Bush, Commissioner 
of Police, and Dr Peter Crabtree.

What happens to schools?

All schools are now closed for everyone 
except the children of identified essential 
workers who will have until midnight 
Wednesday to make arrangements.

The school holidays have been brought 
forward so they will fall inside the four-
week lockdown.

Outside, the Government is working 
to support schools and other education 
facilities to teach students online while 
at home.

This includes ensuring all children 
have broadband and devices they could 
work on.

Will I still get paid?

Your employer should do everything it 
can to allow you to work from home.

If that is not possible, your employer 
has access to the Government’s wage 
subsidy scheme.

That means full-time employees should 
get $585 a week for up to 12 weeks and 
part-time employees (fewer than 20 

hours a week) should get $350 a week.
This will be paid through your normal 

payroll channels.

Will I still be able to online shop?

If you need something like a new 
board game or shoes, you might still be 
able to buy them online as long as the 
business is still able to operate with all 
its employees at home.

Couriers and NZ Post will continue to 
operate.

But it might be that many online 
stores are not able to stay open so that 
might limit what you can buy.

You could always look for goods on 
sites like Facebook Marketplace and 
Trade Me, as long as the items are posted 
or are collected in a way so that you don’t 
come into close proximity with the other 
person.

What happens to restaurants?

Restaurants should be takeaway-only 
until New Zealand moves to alert level 
four and then they will have to shut 
down.

This means there won’t be any fast 
food or takeaway options during the 
lockdown and you will have to cook for 
your family.

It is not yet clear whether weekly meal 
kits will be able to continue operating.

What happens to those trapped in a 
domestic violence home?

The idea of being forced to stay in your 
home is a terrifying prospect for many 
people.

Bush said in other countries which had 
nationwide lockdowns, domestic violence 
increased so it was right at the top of 
police’s priority list.

He urged anyone suffering domestic 
violence to get in touch and asked 
anyone, including neighbours, to 
contact them if they had concerns about 
someone.

If you are in danger now, call 111 or 
ask someone to ring for you. You should 
run outside and scream for help.

You can also call Women’s Refuge for 
free, 24/7 on 0800 refuge or 0800 733 843.

What if I need to urgently travel urgently 
during the lockdown?

This situation is unprecedented and 
there is no model for the Government to 
follow.

Ombler said people should contact 
0800 779 997 if they had questions and 
the Government would update its advice.

They are working to find solutions as 
and when questions and scenarios arise.

What the lockdown will mean

by Nikki Preston, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — As the majority of schools 
close their doors from midnight tonight and kids 
are stuck at home for at least four weeks, a high 
profile New Zealand educator is warning parents 
they don’t have to be perfect.

Neuroscience educator Nathan Wallis said 
caregivers needed to have realistic expectations 
of themselves as parents as they entered a 
stressful time and tried to juggle two jobs — 
parent and teacher.

“Don’t aim for perfection. Remember that the 
research says kids get good outcomes if they 
have ‘good enough’ parents. So that takes the 
pressure off you. You don’t have to be a good 
parent, you just have to be good enough.”

He also warned against falling into the trap off 
letting kids be online all day and recommended 
striving for at least two hours of device-free time 
each day.

Instead, aim for a balanced curriculum 
encouraging kids to have free play, play outside 
and let them get bored because it leads to 
creativity.

“Getting bored and making a hut is every bit 
as important as doing their maths homework on 
their computer.”

Wallis said parents should be looking at 
devoting at least 20 minutes a day especially 
devoted to them and let the kids choose what 
they played with.

Parents would also not be expected to spend 
their whole day with their children and Wallis 
said the amount of teaching required would be 
far less as the number of kids was far less.

At home, six hours of teaching could be 
done in just over an hour with the parent being 
actively involved. 

Another hour could be supported learning 
where the parent did their own work alongside 
them.

And if everyone was stressed — he suggested 
bursting into song and getting the kids to join in.

While AC/DC probably wouldn’t calm everyone 
down, singing a children’s song at the rate of a 
resting heartbeat would.

The Parenting Place is also updating its 
Parenting Place daily with additional resources 
and advice.

Perfection not needed from carers
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by Tess Brunton, RNZ

AUCKLAND — Tens of 
thousands of people may be left 
stranded in New Zealand as 
popular transit airports start 
to close their doors.

Singapore’s Changi Airport 
banned all transiting visitors 
early this morning while flights 
transiting through Dubai are 
dwindling.

Mercy flights are being 
considered as the Government 
and tourism industry work 
together to support those 
left stranded in the wake of    
Covid-19.

Tourism Industry Aotearoa 
chief executive Chris Roberts 
said transit hubs were vital for 
many visitors travelling here.

“Clearly everyone coming 
from Europe has to transit 
through somewhere. There are 
some quite significant markets 
that have to take two flights to 
get to New Zealand and those 

two flight options are rapidly 
disappearing. Only point-to-
point flights are being allowed 
and that means people cannot 
get home,” Roberts said.

He estimated tens of 
thousands of visitors are stuck 
in limbo.

While there was no shortage 
of accommodation available, 
Roberts said the question was 
who footed the bill.

“Some of these visitors won’t 
be in any position to pay for a 
hotel for say the next month 
when they were expecting to 
be only here for a couple of 
weeks,” he said.

“We will have to consider the 
Government picking up the 
tab to look after some of these 
stranded visitors.”

Tourism Export Council chief 
executive Lynda Keene agreed, 
saying visitors would need 
support.

“The New Zealand 
Government needs to provide 

some form of duty of care so 
a decision needs to be made 
about what they will do to 
house and accommodate the 
visitors,” Keene said.

Foreign nationals departing 
Aotearoa and planning to 
transit through Australia will 
have to arrive there by midday 
or else find a different route.

Roberts has a message for 
international visitors: “Get 
home as soon as you can. What 
you thought was possible 
yesterday may not be possible 
today. If you don’t have any 
way to get home, use whatever 
support you have from a travel 
company that you have used 
to try to assist you with your 

arrangements which will 
need to be put in place for an 
extended stay in New Zealand 
that you were not expecting.”

Air New Zealand confirmed it 
was discussing possible mercy 
flights with the Government, 
but referred questions to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade.

Tourists in NZ 
‘stuck in limbo’

WORKING TOGETHER: Tourists in New Zealand have been urged to head home as soon as they 
can, before the borders close their doors.  NZ Herald picture

WELLINGTON — Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern says the public should 
expect to see more coronavirus cases over 
the next fortnight, despite the looming 
lockdown.

Kiwis are bracing for four weeks of 
house arrest and a ban on non-essential 
travel, with a coronavirus lockdown 
needed to save “tens of thousands” of lives, 
says the Prime Minister.

Speaking to Newstalk ZB’s Mike 
Hosking this morning, Ardern 
acknowledged that the number of 
confirmed cases will still continue to rise, 
but the hope was that those numbers 
would slow down also.

“What we need to see is our numbers 
starting to come away.”

The pandemic has claimed more than 
15,000 lives, with more than 350,000 cases 
in total. New Zealand currently has 102 
cases.

The dangers to Europe and the US 
have grown exponentially, and the UK 
is set to announce today an even stricter 
lockdown policy that will likely include the 

closure of all shops except supermarkets, 
food stores and pharmacies. The new 
measures come as the NHS announced 46 
more people have died from Covid-19 in 
England in the past 24 hours, bringing the 
total number of UK deaths to 335.

Across the Tasman, experts warn up 
to 15 million Australians could contract 
coronavirus within months as cases 
continue to skyrocket. Australia has 
recorded 1717 cases of the virus across all 
states with seven deaths so far.

Italy has banned domestic travel and 
shut down a range of industries as its PM 
begs for a final 10-day push to stop the 
spread of coronavirus. Italy has become 

the hardest hit country outside of China. 
In New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern 

warned that doing something as simple as 
meeting a friend for lunch could imperil 
lives and see Covid-19 alert level four — 
which comes into effect at 11.59pm on 
Wednesday — extended.

In the latest in a series of increasingly 
extreme measures, New Zealand streets 
will empty from midnight tomorrow as 
schools and universities close and non-
essential services — including bars, 
restaurants, gyms, cinemas, museums and 
libraries — all shut up shop.

Instead, there will be a strong presence 
of police and the military, who could 
quarantine those without a legitimate 
reason to be out of their homes.

Valid reasons include being involved in 
essential services such as supermarkets, 
banks, GPs, pharmacies and service 
stations, or getting supplies from such 
services. — NZ Herald

‘We need to see our 
numbers coming away’

Ardern acknowledged that the 
number of confirmed cases will 
still continue to rise, but the hope 
was that those numbers would 
slow down also.   

AUCKLAND — Supermarkets are bracing for 
another busy day as New Zealanders stock up 
before the Government-imposed lockdown.

Supermarkets and grocery stores are classed 
as essential services and will remain open after 
the lockdown, but many people are still crowding 
into their aisles to stock up before New Zealand 
goes to Alert Level 4.

Last night, Pak’nSave Wairau Park closed 
temporarily due to too many people wanting to 
get in, and a queue at Pak’nSave Sylvia Park 
snaked right through the mall. Staff members 
were hastily putting up signs urging people to 
shop normally.

Foodstuffs, which owns Pak’nSave and New 
World, introduced measures yesterday to protect 
shoppers and staff and help vulnerable people 
get their groceries.

Staff will wear masks and perspex screens are 
being put up at check-outs. Markings on the floor 
will indicate 1.5-metre distances for shoppers.

“We ask all customers to please comply with 
store signage and staff direction to maintain 
physical distancing,” the company said.

Foodstuffs asked people to only have one 
person from a family come into their stores to 
limit numbers and reduce chances of contact. 
People should also use contactless credit or 
EFTPOS cards. — NZ Herald

Supermarkets 
brace for influx
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Open Monday-Friday 8am - 5.00pm Saturday 9am - noon 169 Stanley Road • 867 2279

Export Quality Aged Meat 

Finger Food • Seafood • Desserts 
You name it – we have it!

Monday-Friday 8am - 5.00pm Saturday 9am - noon 169 Stanley Road • 867 2279

MARCH PARTY 

FINGERFOOD SPECIALS
Goofy Slab Cakes,  Chocolate, Banana, Carrot $29.95

Leader Crumbed Camembert Bites 1kg $29.95

Leader Mac and Cheese Bites 1kg $14.95

Leader Broccoli and Cheese Bites 1kg $14.95

Leader Southern-style Chicken Sticks 1kg $14.95

United Foods Prawn and Ginger Dumplings 1kg $18.95

United Foods Prawn Hargow 1kg $18.95

United Foods Prawn Shaomai 1kg $18.95

Showroom 

456 Gladstone Road 

Ph: 06 867 2508

HH

26285-01

Cool in summer, warm in winter.

When only the 
best will do!



WELLINGTON — As more cases 
of Covid-19 arise, people are being 
cautioned to work from home or stay 
home if sick . . . but what if you don’t 
have a home?

Agencies working with the homeless 
community worry that people living on 
the street will be left behind, if there is a 
community outbreak of Covid-19.

Wellington-based rough sleeper 
Rueben has been living on the streets on 
and off for five years.

He currently sleeps at a school 
overnight but said if there is a 
community outbreak, there are not many 
options for self-isolation.

Rueben said word is getting out on 
the street about the virus but threat of 
community outbreak is not top of mind.

“We’ve actually got worries of our 
own, to go through each day. It’s bottom 
of our priority list.”

While Rueben may not be so worried 
yet about an outbreak, the Archdeacon 
of St Peter’s Anglican Church on Willis 
Street, Stephen King, is.

“We will have people who are 
extremely ill, whose place of shelter will 
be St Peter’s, or the doorways that they 
sleep in.”

The church has a long history of 
helping the homeless community, or as 
Archdeacon King describes “the least, 
the last and the lost”.

“We have that discussion about 
people hunkering down and isolating 
themselves until the illness passes. For 
some people there is nowhere and so 
what happens to them?”

Archdeacon King said rough sleepers 
already struggle to exercise precautions 
such as sanitising and social distancing.

And he adds that, even if 
accommodation was made available 
for self-isolation, continuing to care for 
people in that situation is a problem.

Archdeacon King said government 

agencies need to equip and train 
volunteers to continue services, if there 
is a lockdown period. Plans are brewing, 
he said, but he is concerned about 
how it will play out. “There are so many 
things being planned for at the moment 
as we head further into this crisis, that 
I just don’t want to see that the most 
vulnerable miss out on the plan.”

Up in central Auckland, Lifewise’s 
Peter Shimwell said they are giving 
their street whanau phones and sim 
cards to make sure they do not become 
disconnected.

He said Lifewise is a face-to-face 
service, so there is concern over how to 
maintain those connections with people 
so they are not “left behind and further 
disconnected”. “At times like these we 
need to think out of the box, in terms 
of city hotels and whether we have the 
capacity to unlock some of those.”

Stephanie McIntyre of DCM — 
another Wellington faith-based group 
working with rough sleepers — said 
it is an indictment on New Zealand’s 
society that people are even in this 
position. “The upshot of that, is that in 
this environment now, when we really 
need people to be safe in their houses, 
we’ve got a very vulnerable group in 
our population, who are community 
members and might literally be left out 
in the cold.”

All the community organisations hope 
that empty motels will be opened up for 
rough sleepers to self-isolate, if need be.

McIntyre said that now is not the time 
to be worrying about growing motel bills.

She said that DCM is also checking 
to see if people have phones and can 
provide one if needed. But she hopes 
the Ministry of Social Development will 
ensure people do have a phone and sim 
card, so that they can be contacted.

Wellington City Council’s Manda 
Grubner said the council is concerned 

about how Covid-19 will affect the 
homeless community.

“It’s very difficult to maintain hygiene 
and do the things we are telling 
everyone to do, such as stay home.”

She said the council is reaching out to 
agencies working directly with homeless 
communities, including food distribution 
organisations, to figure out what support 
they need. Grubner said the council 
has implemented its emergency welfare 
response and has had “all hands-on-
deck” calling hotels to see who could 
accommodate people.

Auckland Council’s Christine Olsen 
said the council is mindful that people 
rough sleeping often have more health 
problems than the rest of the public.

She said it is working with agencies 
closely and considering making toilet 
and washing facilities available, as well 
as charging stations to keep phones 
charged. Olsen said the council had 
a talk with the City Mission to come 
up with contingency plans including 
to ensure the daily meal, which feeds 
between 300-400 people a day, is still 
provided.

The Ministry of Social Development is 
urging anyone sleeping rough to get in 
touch. In a statement, its spokesperson 
George Van Ooyen said “nobody needs 
to sleep rough, and every day we provide 
emergency accommodation for those 
in need, including those who have been 
sleeping rough”.

“We currently work with around 400 
emergency housing suppliers each day 
to support over 2600 households with 
their urgent housing needs.

“We are supporting the Housing 
and Urban Development Ministry in its 
leadership of the Homelessness Action 
Plan.”

The government’s Covid-19 website 
includes a set of guidelines for homeless 
shelters to refer to. — RNZ

Homeless vulnerable 
during virus spread

MARSHALL ISLANDS —  When 
Laura Freeman drives into town 
on the island of Majuro, she sees 
the lagoon on one side and the 
ocean on the other.

There’s only one road on the 
largest of the Marshall Islands — 
and no way out. The tiny Pacific 
nation is one of the few countries 
in the world to have no reported 
cases of Covid-19, after shutting 
its borders on  March 9.

Freeman, originally from 
Christchurch, has lived and 
worked there since 2018 and has 
chosen to remain as the situation 
worsens elsewhere.

“At the moment, without   
Covid-19 here, it just seems really 
silly for me to leave and go to 
New Zealand where everything is 
starting to lockdown,” Freeman 
said.

She and other international 
workers, including half a dozen 
other New Zealanders, had 
watched colleagues leave in 
recent weeks. Each departure 
made them second-guess their 
own decision, she said.

“The main thing that’s a bit 
scary is that we can’t actually 
leave now . . . United Airlines put 
out a notice saying that the last 
flight out would be on March 20 
and they’re not coming back till 

13 or 14 April and then after that, 
May.”

She was worried about what 
she would do if anyone in her 
family back in New Zealand got 
unwell and she could not go home 
to be with them.

“That feeling of isolation from 
the rest of the world now is very 
real.” It was surreal to watch the 
global pandemic unfold from the 
safety of the islands, Freeman 
said.

“You see the photos in Italy 
of the trucks down the street 
carrying out the bodies and all of 
this stuff, it just seems so bizarre  
. . . you do feel very far removed.”

Apart from the border closures, 
“nothing very extreme” had 
happened to change daily life, she 
said.

“It’s normal here, apart from 
everyone preparing on the off-
chance that it did come here,” 
Freeman said.

“It’s like living in a small 
town. You see people you know 
everywhere you go, it really does 
have a small-town vibe. You go 
to the supermarket and see one 
person and then you see them half 
an hour later at the bank.”

If Covid-19 did arrive, it would 
be “devastating” for the island 
nation, she said. — RNZ

Stranded Kiwi chooses to 
stay in Marshall Islands
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TRADES&SERVICES

&SERVICES

Build your 
business 
here for 

as little as 
$30+GST 

per week.

Phone your account manager or Jane Smith 

on 869 0716, jane.smith@gisborneherald.co.nz

31859-01
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31172-01

• Farm and Lifestyle Developments
• Digging, levelling, lift and shift materials
• Fully Insured. “You call, I dig”

• Neal Crane p. 027 525 2534

FIRST AID TRAINING
saves lives

■    First aid courses in Gisborne, Wairoa 

and Tokomaru Bay

■    Range of public courses, with 

shorter app courses now available

■    Tailored exclusive courses to meet 

your needs, at your chosen location

■    Awarded NZQA’s highest rating as a 

training provider

0800 RED CROSS
06 867 6616

redcross.org.nz
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SELF SERVICE

•FastDryers
•SportsGear
•Duvets
•MinkBlankets
•Bedding
•Washers
•DomesticLaundry

WASH2MINK
BLANKETSORDUVETS

FORONLY$8

Dryupto3loadsfrom
$4inonly25minutes!

SaveTime&Electricity

LARGEWASHERS
AVAILABLE

ALL SITES OPEN 7 

DAYS/ 24 HOURS

 
$4 in only 25 minutes!

•FastDryers
•SportsGear
•Duvets
•MinkBlankets
•Bedding
•Washers
•DomesticLaundry

WASH2MINK
BLANKETSORDUVETS

FORONLY$8

Dryupto3loadsfrom
$4inonly25minutes!

SaveTime&Electricity

TER & EXTRA 

LARGEWASHERS
AVAILABLE
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WASH 2 MINK 
BLANKETS OR 
DUVETS FOR  

ONLY $8

Dry up to 3 loads 
from $4 in only 25 
minutes! Save time 

& electricity 

HOT WATER & 
EXTRA LARGE 

WASHERS 
AVAILABLE

WASH & DRY ALL 
YOUR LAUNDRY IN 

UNDER 1 HOUR

––– from –––
$4.00 WASH

$4.00 DRY

www.liquidlaundromats.co.nz

ELGIN 

230 Lytton Rd
CENTRAL 

331 Palmerston Rd
KAITI 

Kaiti Mall

OVER 65 LOCATIONS 

NATIONWIDE

Tree Surgery | Stump Grinding | Hedges

P. 027 395 9153
E. jono@advanced-treesolutions.com
www.advanced-treesolutions.com
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From hedges, formative pruning & 
weight reductions to complete removal, 

the team at ATS are here to help.  
No job too big or too small.

Specialist in Utility Arboriculture
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AUCKLAND — An Auckland man 
whose wife is going though chemotherapy 
is begging New Zealanders to “pause and 
think” before they leave the house and 
put other at risk.

Martin* and his wife, Verna*, live in 
Gulf Harbour. Verna has stage three 
breast cancer and has been undergoing 
chemotherapy since January.

On top of the chemotherapy and 
radiation, she will need to be on drugs for 
the next 12 months to survive.

This puts her in the category of 
“at-risk” New Zealanders who have a 
compromised immune system, and are 
more vulnerable to Covid-19.

Until New Zealand moves to Level 4, 
just before midnight on Wednesday — 
when everyone will be in self -solation — 
people aged 70 and over have been asked 
to stay at home.

But since this announcement on 
Saturday — when New Zealand moved to 
Level 2 on the alert 
system, stories and 
photos have emerged 
of people continuing 
to socialise and avoid 
social distancing.

Martin said the 
couple have been 
self-isolating since 
Verna’s immune 
systems crashed in 
mid-January, even 
before Covid-19 became a household 
name.

“Since Covid-19 has raised its head 
in New Zealand, our lives have become 
doubly difficult through the sheer 
stupidity and thoughtlessness of Kiwis,” 
he said.

He said he and his wife were now 
living in utter fear of coming into contact 
with someone with the virus. He was 
also concerned for others who have no 
protection from it.

“We see the hundreds who visit 
oncology day wards on a weekly 

basis for their 
chemotherapy and 
radiation. They 
are the ‘hidden’ — 
the NZ population 
isn’t largely 
aware of them. 
They’re like ghosts 
forgotten, but are 
among the most 
vulnerable right 
now.

“We are on 
a war footing 
with an enemy 
we cannot see. 
For my wife her body is at war with 
itself, fighting to get another five years 
of life and to see the birth of her first 
grandson,” Martin said.

“That war is now compounded by 
events which some see as an over-
reaction by authorities, by the naysayers 

who live by the Kiwi 
mantra of ‘it won’t 
happen to me’.

“I ask New 
Zealanders to pause 
and think on their 
current behaviour and 
contemplate the trials 
and stress of not only 
what the at-risk elderly 
are experiencing at 
present, but of the 

thousands of immunodeficient kiwis who 
are already undergoing terrible personal 
struggles to remain alive — who are now 
confronting an additional challenge of the 
coronavirus in their fight, a battle which 
they will most likely be on the losing 
end of, if their fellow Kiwis continue to 
behave as they presently are.”

Everyone needs to play the game

Notable New Zealanders are begging 
those aged 70 and over to heed the 
government’s advice, and stay home to 

fight Covid-19.
Former All Blacks coach Graham 

Henry, 73, said everyone has heard 
the game plan — stay home and avoid 
physical contact as much as possible — 
and now we need to stick to it.

“If we don’t play the team game here    
. . . You just need a few people outta line 
and it all could turn to s***,” Henry said.

“There’s no room for ignorance on this.
“So everyone needs to do what the 

game plan is, and for us mature people, 
that means staying at home. It’s as 
simple as that.

“Those messages are very clear, but 
everybody’s got to play the team game, 
or we’re not going to win. Hopefully 
nobody’s going to let the team down.

Henry said his parents went through 
the a war and a depression and had huge 
personal resilience because of that.

“And I don’t think our generation has 
faced those things, those adversities, and 
perhaps we’re not programmed as much 
as those parents were.”

Former Prime Minister Helen Clark, 
who turned 70 last month, also shared a 
message on social media, urging people to 
comply with official advice.

“Please, if you’re like me, follow the 
public health advice and stay home while 
we’re in the middle of this coronavirus 
epidemic.

“That way, we’ll all be safer, kia ora.”
Actor Sam Neill has been voluntarily 

self-isolating since last week, but said it 
was clear we had to stay apart, so moved 
into a full lockdown over the weekend.

“Yes, social distancing will be the norm 
from now for the foreseeable future. How 
sad. But it’s the only way to slow this 
thing down.

“For the community, for health workers 
and particularly for the vulnerable.

“Be safe, be sensible, be kind and be 
well.”

* Note: names have been changed 
for the couple from Auckland.  
 — RNZ

‘No room for ignorance’
Over 70s urged to stay home amid Covid-19

AUCKLAND — Air New Zealand is pleading 
with no show customers to cancel bookings so 
their seats can be grabbed by desperate Kiwis 
trying to get home before tomorrow night’s 
lockdown.

Thousands of New Zealanders stranded 
around the country are in a desperate race 
against time to get home before sweeping 
measures to prevent the spread of Covid-19 
come into force at 11.59pm on Wednesday.

They are set to choke airports amid a scramble 
for last minute flights.

The country’s national carrier says it is adding 
extra capacity to the network including putting 
wide-body jets on some domestic routes.

Air New Zealand is also pleading for “no 
show” customers to cancel their flights to free 
up seats for those Kiwis who are desperately 
trying to reach loved ones before the window of 
opportunity closes.

“This will allow New Zealanders seeking to 
return home to do so prior to the country moving 
to alert level four,” an airline spokesman said

The Government announced yesterday that 
New Zealanders would be forced into four weeks 
of self-isolation from 11.59pm on Wednesday in 
an attempt to stop the deadly spread of Covid19.

The unprecedented measures include limiting 
all non-essential domestic travel and a complete 
shut down of all non-essential services like 
restaurants, bars, cafes, gyms, movie theatres 
and libraries.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern urged Kiwis 
to “go home”, telling citizens if they were in a 
different part of the country they should make 
immediate arrangements to return.

One Kiwi traveller trying to depart 

Christchurch wrote: “Thousands of people at the 
Chch airport waiting in lines, violating distance 
rules, only to be told; ‘I can’t help you’. No planes 
are flying but Govt says ‘get home’. Yeah right! 
We are scheduled to fly on Thursday. We’re 
praying for some kind of response from Air NZ.”

Despite Air NZ’s plea for customers not 
intending to fly to cancel their bookings, this is 
proving difficult for some air travellers.

Dave Greenberg wrote on Twitter: I tried to 
cancel my flights today, but couldn’t manage 
via app because it was through govt dept travel 
agent. Understandably couldn’t get through to 
them or Air NZ call centre. Any way to let the 

apps take a cancel no matter how booked?”
Another woman was desperate for information 

on how her children could get home. “Can 
you please advise if my young people will be 
permitted to fly home from uni — Dunedin to 
Wellington on Friday on already booked flights?”

Though the lockdown comes into force 
at midnight tomorrow, the Government has 
indicated there will be allowances for people not 
able to meet the deadline. 

Anyone who is unsure should call the Covid-19 
information helpline on 0800 779 997 to let them 
know your circumstances and get advice. 

 — NZ Herald

Airport clogged: Thousands try 
to get home before lockdown

AUCKLAND — Huge crowds have descended 
on supermarkets and liquor stores across the 
country on Monday as people attempt to stock 
up on supplies before the country goes into 
lockdown on Wednesday.

One liquor store owner said he’d sold more 
alcohol on Monday than at Christmas time.

Pak’nSave Wairau Park closed temporarily 
due to too many people wanting to get in, and 
a queue at Pak’nSave Sylvia Park snaked right 
through the mall stretching about 70 metres long. 
Staff members were hastily putting up signs 
urging people to shop normally.

The Trusts in West Auckland said its liquor 
outlets were open but experiencing high demand 
with team members at the front of shops 
managing the crowds. Only three customers were 
allowed in stores at a time and only contactless 
payment was being accepted.

“Our aim is to continue to serve you in the 
safest manner possible for you and your team 
members. We ask that you are patient and treat 
our team members with kindness and respect as 
they work through this,” a statement said.

People were also queuing outside butchers 
and pharmacies. Westmere Pharmacy had set 
up a counter at the door as they expected the 
number of customers to increase. Unichem Te 
Atatu South is only allowing two people in at a 
time.

Life Pharmacy Glenfield owner Seema 
Rambisheswar said they had been “snowed 
under” since Saturday’s announcement on 
the alert system. They were allowing only five 
customers in at a time, but people expected their 
prescriptions to be ready at once.

“It’s just crazy here,” she said.
Rambisheswar wanted people to know the 

pharmacy would remain open, and there was no 
need to panic. “We will be here for them,” she 
said.

Countdown and Foodstuffs stores which 
include New World, Pak’nSave, Four Square, 
Gilmour’s and Trent’s said the stores will remain 
open. Foodstuffs has warned operating hours 
may be reduced depending on the store and they 
would be working to ensure staff and customers 
remain 1.5 metres apart.

Staff will also start wearing masks and there 
will be perspex protective screens at checkouts. 
People were also being asked to shop alone in a 
bid to reduce the number of people in the stores 
or to shop online.

Countdown managing director Natalie Davis 
said the stores would remain open and urged 
kindness to staff who were working incredibly 
hard under difficult circumstances.

Countdown was getting essential products on 
the shelves first before non-essential items and 
had all its trucks on the road.

Priority was being given to existing online 
customers over 70 and it was working hard to 
expand this to other vulnerable customers who 
needed it for health reasons or because they 
were unable to get into our stores.

Further restrictions would be in place from 
midday tomorrow to make shopping safer for 
everyone, Davis said.

People were being told to keep a trolley 
distance apart from each other and to follow new 
floor markings at checkouts aimed at maintaining 
distance. Customers were also urged to use 
Paywave where possible and follow strict hand-
washing routines prior to coming into stores. 
 — NZ Herald

Kiwis splurge 
on food, 
booze ahead 
of lockdown

‘ Please, if you’re like me, 
follow the public health advice 
and stay home while we’re in 
the middle of this coronavirus 
epidemic. That way, we’ll all 
be safer, kia ora. ’ —Helen Clark

UNPRECEDENTED 
MEASURES: Air 
New Zealand has 
pleaded with ‘no 
show’ customers 
to cancel bookings. 
This comes before 
the country goes 
into a four-week 
lockdown period. 
 File picture

Helen Clark
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WELLINGTON — The share market plunged 
more than 7 percent as the Prime Minister 
confirmed evidence of community transmission 
of Covid-19 and announced the country had 48 
hours to prepare for strict isolation.

The S&P/NZX50 fell 7.6 percent to 8,98.70. 
Within the index, 49 stocks fell, and one rose. 
Turnover was $267.2 million.

The Government ratcheted up its response 
to the mounting virus outbreak by imposing a 
national lockdown from 11.59pm on Wednesday.

All bars, restaurants, cafes, cinemas, civic 
amenities and all non-essential businesses 
will be required to close. For non-essential 
businesses, working from home is now 
immediately required, if unable to operate from 
home, firms must be closed.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern acknowledged 
the shutdown will cause “unprecedented 
economic and social disruption” but will save 
“tens of thousands” of lives.

“Like the rest of the world, we are facing 
the potential for devastating impacts from this 
virus. But, through decisive action, and through 
working together, do we have a small window to 

get ahead of it,” she said.
Shane Solly, a portfolio manager at Harbour 

Asset Management, said capital markets are 
dislocated with many investors waiting to see 
the outbreak peak before buying back in.

“While it is difficult to know when Covid-19 
will stop impacting on economies, we do know 
central banks and governments are acting 
aggressively and on a unified basis to provide 
support,” he said.

The Reserve Bank has initiated a $30 billion 
quantitative easing programme to help maintain 
liquidity in bond markets and keep interest rates 
low, while the Government announced it was 
almost doubling the size of its wage subsidy 
programme.

However, this did little to ease the sell-off 
which Hamilton Hindin Greene director Grant 
Williamson described as a “bloodbath.”

“I can’t say I’ve ever experienced a two-to-
three-week period like this,” he said.

Greg Smith, head of research at Fat Prophets, 
said investors were in a “state of panic, and 
disarray” as they likely did not anticipate such a 
swift move to the shutdown.

“New Zealand, barring essential services, is 
effectively now closed for a month,” he said.

Tourism Holdings led the market lower, 
plunging 46.1 percent to 55 cents. 

Vista Group International fell 28.4 percent to 
96 cents, Kathmandu Holdings dropped 27.8 
percent to 70 cents and Sky Network Television 
declined 28.3 percent to 19 cents.

SkyCity Entertainment Group advised it is 
immediately closing its New Zealand casino 
and entertainment facilities in Auckland, 
Hamilton and Queenstown in line with the new 
Government recommendations and withdrew its 
annual guidance. The shares fell 14.5 percent to 
$1.30.

Solly said a blowout in defensive sectors 
suggested investors were reallocating assets 
away from equities. Williamson said some 
investors were switching to cash to ride out the 
looming recession.

Kiwi Property Group declined 21.1 percent 
to 75 cents. The company announced it had 
refinanced $214 million of bank debt facilities 
which had been set to expire in the next two 
years and had $303 million in undrawn credit 
lines.

Argosy Property fell 24.8 percent to 76 cents, 
Precinct Properties New Zealand decreased 

13.5 percent to $1.46, Goodman Property Trust 
slipped 11.7 percent to $1.88.

Aged-care providers came under a new wave 
of selling pressure. Oceania Healthcare dropped 
21.6 percent to 40 cents, Ryman Healthcare 
retreated 21 percent to $6.64, Metlifecare 
declined 17 percent to $4.25, and Summerset 
Group fell 14.3 percent to $3.71.

Air New Zealand fell 19.2 percent to 80 cents 
and Auckland International Airport fell 7.4 
percent to $4.63.

Some investors used the slump in share 
prices as a buying opportunity. A2 Milk raised 
its stake in Synlait Milk to 19.8 percent from 17.4 
percent. 

Fonterra Shareholders’ Fund units declined 
5.4 percent to $3.70.

Fisher & Paykel Healthcare, which 
manufactures respirators, was the only stock on 
the NZX50 to gain, rising 2.3 percent to $27.27. 
NZX Limited, which has also been designated 
as an essential service and will remain in 
operation, fell 8.7 percent to 95 cents.

“There’s probably some market upside risk 
if, in a few weeks’ time, the Government’s bold 
measures are successful at stopping Covid-19 
in its tracks as has been the case in China,” Fat 
Prophets’ Smith said. — BusinessDesk

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

WELLINGTON — Finance Minister Grant 
Robertson says the business support package for 
Covid-19 is now worth $9.3 billion.

Robertson said self-employed people and 
businesses that are less than a year old will 
also now be eligible for help. He also announced 
Cabinet will remove the $150k wage cap for all 
businesses. 

A number of measures will be taken to make 
sure people can cope, including no rent increases 
and support for mortgage holders, Robertson 
said.

During the current alert level, landlords will not 
be able to terminate tenancies without a reason.

Robertson assured New Zealanders they will 
continue to receive some form of income while 
the country is in lockdown. 

He told reporters work was urgently under way 
to secure Kiwis’ incomes — and more details 
would be unveiled in the coming days.

“To employees and employers: take the time to 
work through your options. Get in touch with your 
bank and make a plan,” he said.

Opposition leader Simon Bridges said he 
supported the new business support package 
“entirely”.

Auckland business association Heart of the 
City told RNZ many businesses are worried about 
paying their fixed costs.

Chief executive Viv Beck said paying rent and 
wages is a big concern for those in retail and 
hospitality. She said businesses can contact 
Heart of the City for information on Government 
assistance. — RNZ

Support package 
for Covid-19 rises 
to $9.3 billion

WELLINGTON — New Zealand’s 
biggest listed retirement business 
has scrapped its profit and build rate 
guidance in response to yesterday’s 
Government announcement that the 
country was moving to Level 4 on the 
Covid-19 alert system.

Ryman Healthcare — with 36 villages 
here and in Australia, 11,600 residents 
and 5700 staff — said it is “withdrawing 
previously communicated profit and build 
rate guidance.”

In November, Ryman forecast full-year 
underlying profit to rise 10-17 percent 
after a 6.2 percent increase in the first-
half. The actual bottom line first-half 
profit jumped 11.1 percent as its property 
values rose with record resales.

The retirement village operator said 
in November that the stronger second-
half results would reflect its accelerating 
building rate, with full-year underlying 
profit expected to be $250-265m, up from 
$227 million last year.

Ryman had 22 sites in a land bank, of 
which 10 had development under way, it 
said last year. Once it had completed the 
then-planned development, it would have 
more than 20,000 people in its villages, it 
forecast previously.

But today, Ryman pulled all that and 
said all its New Zealand building sites 
were being shut down.

“We anticipate ceasing construction in 

New Zealand within the next 36 hours 
while restrictions on people’s movements 
are in place,” today’s announcement said.

But Ryman also stressed that its 
villages and hospitals would continue to 
operate “as an essential service for older 
people and our teams are committed to 
providing our residents with the best of 
care possible during this emergency.”

Ryman said occupation rights sales 
would be significantly restricted in the 
coming weeks and that it was conscious 
that older people would require its 
services and care.

“Accordingly, we will continue to admit 
new residents to our care centres and 
retirement villages during this period so 
older people who need or wish to access 
our services can,” it said.

Extensive infection control and 
pandemic plans were in place and it 
would provide further information.

Ryman announced this week it was 
temperature checking visitors and other 
listed retirement owner-operators also 
issued statements about infection control 
measures.

NZX-listed Summerset Group, with 28 
villages throughout New Zealand, said 
yesterday it had scaled up pandemic 
responses by posting security guards and 
further restricting access to its network 
of homes and hospitals for the elderly.

The business which accommodates 

thousands of residents said its measures 
included “posting of security staff and 
closure of physical gates to restrict and 
screen visitors”.

It is now screening those who can come 
in, has activated mandatory declaration 
processes and said it has automatic gates 
on all its road and pedestrian entrances 
to villages which provided robust security 
and protection. — NZ Herald

Retirement giant abandons profit 
outlook, shuts NZ building sites

WELLINGTON — The Reserve 
Bank looks set to ease controls on bank 
finances to allow them to keep lending to 
businesses and households through the 
Covid-19 shutdown and recovery.

The central bank has slashed its 
benchmark interest rate, and is pumping 
money into the 
economy and financial 
markets.

Reserve Bank 
governor Adrian Orr 
told Morning Report 
the bank was also 
looking at easing credit 
limits on the retail 
banks to ensure they 
can use more money 
during the crisis.

“The real challenge is 
to make sure the banks 
bank the people — 
business, households.

“I’m confident 
there will be more 
announcements today.”

Orr said retail 

banks were strong but the Reserve Bank 
needed to make sure that if they were 
freezing mortgages they were not putting 
themselves in danger.

It was working with them on the use of 
bank capital.

“You don’t want to imperil the bank 
itself but, at the same 
time, you want the 
bank to use their 
capital that they have 
saved for tough times 
— and these are tough 
times.

The central bank 
was also working 
with the Minister of 
Finance, Treasury 
and the banks on 
some type of business 
finance guarantee.

“That is risk-sharing 
between the Crown 
balance sheet and the 
banks themselves.”

The Government’s 
low debt level ensured 

it could support the economy, he said.
The central bank said yesterday 

it would buy back up to $30 billion 
of government bonds to give further 
support to the economy. The bond-buying 
programme will start on Wednesday with 
a buyback of $250m with another $250m 
sought on Friday.

Last week it announced measures 
including term loans to banks, agreement 
with the US Federal Reserve for access to 
up to $US30 billion, and intervening in 
markets to maintain stability.

Orr said the measures taken so far 
were aimed at backing banks and 
ensuring they supported businesses and 
households.

He said the central bank also wanted 
low interest rates and credit available.

“The Government bond market is 
a very important part of the whole 
financial structure. It is, in a sense, the 
lowest risk form of borrowing, and backed 
by the Crown balance sheet. “We want to 
make sure the interest rates remain very 
low.”

Orr said the Bank had plenty of 

ammunition left to help support the 
economy.

Other measures that might be used 
included buying company bonds, local 
government debt, or moves in foreign 
exchange markets.

“We’re well away from having to do 
anything like that at present.”

Yesterday, the Government announced 
more help for businesses, lifting the 
$150,000 cap on the wage subsidy 
scheme for firms affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Council of Trade Unions president 
Richard Wagstaff said a 12-week period 
for the scheme was optimistic as it looked 
like work would be affected for much 
longer.

“Obviously this has been thrown 
together at a very quick pace, and we 
applaud that, but we need something 
that extends beyond that period.”

He was looking for more comprehensive 
measures to ensure jobs were being held 
for people, such as furloughing workers 
as some other countries were doing.  
 — RNZ

RBNZ eases controls on banks

‘ The real challenge is to 
make sure the banks bank 
the people — business, 
households. ’  —Adrian Orr
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by Bob Hughes

LATELY here some have said 
that religion and science are 
incompatible. It seems a shame 
to me that many think this way.

From challenges since, I’ve 
admitted I feel comfortable 
attending church while 
believing in evolution; I believe humans are 
animals; and feel free to accept or reject religious 
information as it suits me.

I add that Christianity and Islam are not 
attempting to shut down science . . . . In fact, 
we should praise religions for opening doors to 
new knowledge with the many higher-learning 
institutions they have provided through the ages.

Resistance comes mainly from dogmatic 
fundamentalism. It seems this has always been 
the case. 

But please don’t get the idea that anti-
science views belong solely to faith-bound 
fundamentalists. They can be seen in many of the 
anti-climate change responses directed at me.

Natural philosophy was science when fifth 
century North African Christian Bishop St 
Augustine of Hippo proclaimed Genesis was 
written for the people of the day and there was a 
fuller meaning to the words of the bible. 

Nowadays Roman Catholics and mainstream 
denominations preach that there is no conflict 
with science.

Hindus believe in evolution and science.
Sikh Gurus preach that devotion must be 

rooted in thought, contemplation and knowledge, 
otherwise it leads to blind faith, superstitions and 
hypocrisy.

Baha’i Faith scripture asserts that true science 
and true religion can never be in conflict. 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá said religion without science was 
superstition, and science without religion was 
materialism.

Buddhism encourages the impartial 
investigation of nature. 

Traditional Chinese: Confucianism and science 
are fundamentally compatible.

Islam from the 9th-12th century saw a 
renaissance in science, known as the Islamic 
Golden Age. The study of nature is linked to the 
concept of Tawhid (the Oneness of God).

In Judaism, questioning is encouraged. In fact, 
Jewish scholars have the greatest percentage of 
science-based Nobel prize winners of all peoples.

It is sadly true that in the early Middle Ages 
science progress stalled in Christian Europe 
for a few centuries, but that was more than 
compensated by the growth of Islam spawning a 
golden age of science in the 7th century. There 
were great advances in mathematics, astronomy 
and other sciences thanks to Moslem culture.

Then the 13th century came and science 
began to filter back into Western Europe.

Dominican scholar Thomas Aquinas famously 
reopened the question of the relationship 

between faith, reason and truth. There were also 
the great scientists Bishop Robert Grosseteste, 
Franciscan monk Roger Bacon, and many others.

Even the unjust purges and infamous 
inquisition of early 17th-century Europe couldn’t 
halt the progress of science. 

Nicholas Copernicus and Galileo Galilei had 
books printed — later banned, but never lost.

Right until the eighteenth century, scientists of 
deep religious faith as well as learning kept the 
science ball rolling. 

The 17th century produced Isaac Newton, a 
key figure of the Scientific Revolution who was 
deeply religious.

In the 19th century Augustinian friar Gregor 
Mendel hit on the mechanism of heredity that had 
eluded Charles Darwin. It was found later that 
both works complemented each other.

Last century, Belgian Catholic priest Georges 
Lemaitre formulated the modern Big Bang theory.

This century Christianity has former science 
student Pope Francis urging all of humanity 
to embrace science in his 2015 environment 
encyclical insisting all humanity protect nature 
and act aggressively on climate change.

“The man of science has learned to believe in 
justification, not by faith, but by verification.” — 
Thomas H. Huxley

However, I believe also that humanity has in 
recent times used science badly, bringing many 
problems upon ourselves and the world. I’ll save 
that for a later column.

Religion and open doors to scienceEDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Here we are on the cusp of 
a “lockdown”, our whole nation 
shutting down tomorrow night 
apart from essential services, most 
citizens confined to their homes. 

It’s almost unimaginable, or was 
until very recently.

The important thing to stress 
as we enter this weird situation is 
that New Zealand is well placed to 
contain any coronavirus outbreaks.

We are going into lockdown early, 
triggered by two Covid-19 cases 
announced on Saturday that appear 
to show community transmission as 
there is no clear link to someone 
arriving from overseas.

This quick action is key, from what 
evidence is available of countries 
that have or appear to be getting on 
top of their coronavirus outbreaks. 
Also vital is the public abiding 
by the restrictions, and in that 
our small size, strong community 
spirit and good leadership set us 
up well to establish an effective 
national lockdown. Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern has indicated that 
border restrictions are about to be 
tightened further as well.

We are being warned to expect 
Covid-19 cases to spike over coming 
days and potentially for two weeks, 
and then reduce as the enforced 
social distancing of alert level 4 
limits further virus spreading and 
creates the space to trace all cases, 
and halt community transmission.

So far there have been no Covid-
19 cases confirmed in the Tairawhiti 
but one of the suspected community 
transmission cases was not far 
south from here, in the Wairarapa.

We all have to act as though there 
is possible community transmission 
around us, as that is what it takes 
to protect those who are vulnerable 
— and we have many of them, with 
a high proportion of people aged 
over 70 and also many people with 
pre-existing respiratory-related 
health conditions that make them 
more vulnerable to getting seriously 
ill from this virus.

As the Prime Minister has said, if 
we don’t contain the coronavirus we 
will lose tens of thousands of fellow 
New Zealanders. Our health system 
would also be overwhelmed and 
unable to treat everybody.

The stakes are incredibly high and 
we all have to do our bit.

We also have to look out for each 
other. Keep in touch by phone or 
email with people, especially our 
elderly, who you think might need 
support and encouragement. Offer 
to drop off food to those who are 
vulnerable, so they don’t need to go 
out to replenish supplies.

Let’s also enjoy this family time 
we have for the next month. Be 
understanding, support each other, 
keep up the love.

■  The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
■  Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
■  Always include full name and contact details.
■  If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
■  Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz   

NZ well placed to 
contain this virus

It is with sadness and frustration 
that I noticed self-contained 
freedom camping is still not allowed 
in the Marina carpark. Why is this?

Recently we have freedom-
camped in Napier and Taupo within 
walking distance of restaurants and 
shops. 

Many of the freedom campers are 
in the 50-plus age group and are 
happy to spend money within the 
community. This is more difficult in 
Gisborne, which is being promoted 
as a destination. 

Motorhomes are very popular, but 

it is not an easy walk to town from 
Kaiti Beach and Makorori.

I know some will comment that 
people stay more than two nights 
and leave rubbish. This is easy to 
control, as others have around New 
Zealand, and the Government has 
allocated money to the council to 
police this. 

We could also self-fund this by 
charging for the Marina carpark 
during work hours, like other 
carparks within our city.

MISSING OUT

Overtaken by events, but . . .

Re: Shop normally please, 
March 23 comments.

We need to keep calm 
and positive heads on our 
shoulders, be considerate of 

one another and at the very 
least offer our smiles to those 
around us.

SHANTI LAND, Parahaki

Let’s be calm, positive, kind

Re: Spreading kindness, 
March 23 story.

This is how it should be all 
over the world. Time to help 
others — rich, poor, homeless, 
we are all human. 

Here in Sydney doors open 
and the first in walk out with 
more toilet paper than they 
need. What are the store 
people doing?

They say you can take two 
packs of each brand, so if 

there are six brands you can 
take 12 packets — could be 4, 
12, 24 pkts. 

We have three children and 
four adults; in the past two 
weeks we have only been able 
to get 1 x 4 pkts of toilet paper 
but I know some people with 
bigger families have gotten 
none. Save it, go to a public 
toilet to do your No.2s! lol

REIHANA RIA, Sydney

A great example guys
I have long argued for a 

global recession, since reduced 
consumption is vital climate 
action — but of course a 
planned one. And for UBI, 
universal basic income, even if 
it had to be initially funded by 
quantitative easing (QE).

In this light the release of 
$30 billion by the Reserve 
Bank is more than welcome, 
though their motives are 
misguided. 

To support the economy 
— wrong. It’s to support 
people. To maintain inflation 
and employment objectives 
— wrong, especially now. 
It’s to enable people to buy 
food. To avoid a “worse” than 
3.1 percent drop in GDP — 
wrong. A greater drop in 
GDP would be better, not 
worse, considering that GDP 
measures costs, not benefits, 
and much economic activity 
is actually unproductive or 
environmentally and socially 
destructive. (My guess is more 
than half, but that’s just for 
argument’s sake. There’s an 
analysis that economists don’t 
bother to do.)

Likewise the Government, 
in trying to protect businesses, 
and then belatedly finding 
they’ve left out a lot of needy 
people. It has coped brilliantly 

with trying to dole out money 
directly through employers 
and indirectly through 
appealing to the banks but not 
commanding them: a highly 
detailed procedure that keeps 
throwing up omissions and 
inequities, and requires people 
to go cap in hand when they’re 
trying to stay at home.

The uncontrolled banks 
continue to exact interest 
far in excess of the OCR. 
For businesses to do nothing 
should cost them nothing, if 
only debt repayments could 
be frozen, and employees have 
other support. 

Making $30 billion available 
gives three million households 
$10,000 each, or $500 for 20 
weeks.

By the time of the next 
unforeseen crisis, a straight 
UBI, as per a long-running 
worldwide movement and 
current Green Party policy, 
will prove simple and fair. As 
with superannuation, those 
who don’t need it will still get 
it, but pay back in taxes. 

Meantime, people looking 
for entertainment, go for 
humour. Knock knock. Who’s 
there? Donald. Donald who? 
See, you’ve forgotten him 
already.

GAVIN MACLEAN

Covid crisis shows value 
of Universal Basic Income
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BRIEFS
More than 360,000 infected

LONDON — The coronavirus pandemic has 
infected more than 360,000 people and killed over 
16,000. The Covid-19 illness causes mild or moderate 
symptoms in most people, but severe symptoms are 
more likely in the elderly or those with existing health 
problems. More than 100,000 people have recovered 
so far, mostly in China. — AP 

Myanmar confirms two cases
YANGON, Myanmar — Myanmar has announced 

its first two confirmed cases of Covid-19, one in 
the nation’s biggest city, Yangon, and the other in 
the western state of Chin. 

An announcement on the Facebook page of 
the Health Ministry says the Yangon patient is a 
26-year-old male who had recently travelled from 
the United Kingdom and was hospitalised on 
Saturday. The 36-year-old male patient from Chin 
State is said to have recently travelled from the 
United States and was hospitalised on Monday.

There had been widespread scepticism that 
Myanmar had no cases of the coronavirus until 
now, because it has a long, porous border with 
China and a decrepit health infrastructure which 
would have trouble detecting the disease. 

The government had already restricted the 
entry of visitors from countries considered to 
have serious outbreaks and cancelled April’s 
celebrations of the Thingyan annual traditional 
water festival. — AP

UK may impose stricter rules
LONDON — British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson is to address the nation tonight amid 
mounting speculation that he is to announce 
more draconian restrictions to combat the spread 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Johnson, who cancelled his daily afternoon 
news conference, is currently meeting with senior 
members of his government and health experts 
within the COBRA emergency committee. 

The prime minister is coming under mounting 
pressure to introduce tougher measures, even 
of an Italy-style lockdown, after many people 
were seen over the weekend not observing the 
government’s social distancing recommendations.

British government figures on Monday show 
another 54 people who had tested positive for the 
Covid-19 disease had died from the previous day, 
taking the total to 335. The British government 
has also updated its travel advice and is now 
urging all British travellers to return home as 
soon as possible. — AP

Czech government to pay up 
to 80pc of worker salaries

PRAGUE — The Czech government has adopted 
another aid package for the economy struggling 
amid the outbreak of the new coronavirus.

At the same time, Finance Minister Alena 
Schillerova says the budget deficit for this year 
will increase five times to 200 billion Czech 
crowns (US$7.8 billion). Schillerova says the 
economy might fall by 5.1pc this year.

Labour Minister Jana Malacova says the 
government agreed to pay up to 80 percent of the 
salaries of people who can’t work as a result of 
the epidemic and companies keep them on the 
payroll. “We don’t want the companies to lay off 
their employees,” Malacova said.

The government also suspended a system 
requiring businesses to report all their sales 
online. The businesses don’t need to use the 
electronic reporting system during the current 
state of emergency plus another three months 
after the coronavirus crisis is over.

The government had already agreed last week to 
use up to $40 billion to help the economy in direct 
aid and loan guarantees. — AP

Rhode Is. primary postponed
PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Rhode Island is the latest 

state to postpone its presidential primary as the 
impact of the new coronavirus widens. Governor 
Gina Raimondo announced on Monday the state 
will move its planned April 28 primary to June 
2. Rhode Island joins Connecticut, Maryland, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana and Ohio in 
postponing their April 28 primaries — dubbed the 
“Acela Primary” or “I-95 Primary”. — AP

Oregonians to stay home
PORTLAND, Ore. — Governor Kate Brown has 

ordered Oregonians to stay at home and banned 
all non-essential gatherings to slow the spread of 
the new coronavirus. Brown issued the executive 
order after people swarmed the state’s beaches, 
hiking trails and parks over the weekend. Oregon 
has had five deaths from Covid-19 and 161 
confirmed cases. — AP

1.5 billion globally 
told to stay home

NEW YORK — With masks, ventilators 
and political goodwill in desperately short 
supply, more than one-fifth of the world’s 
population was ordered or urged to stay 
in their homes on Monday at the start of 
what could be a pivotal week in the battle 
to contain the coronavirus in the US and 
Europe.

Partisan divisions stalled efforts to 
pass a colossal aid package in Congress, 
and  stocks fell on Wall Street even after 
the Federal Reserve said it would lend 
to small and large businesses and local 
governments to help them cope.

Warning that the outbreak continues to 
accelerate, the head of the World Health 
Organisation called on countries to take 
strong, co-ordinated action.

“We are not helpless bystanders,” Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said, noting that 
it took 67 days to reach 100,000 cases 
worldwide, but just four days to go from 
200,000 to 300,000. “We can change the 
trajectory of this pandemic.”

The scramble to marshal both public 
health and political resources intensified 
in New York, where a statewide lockdown 
took effect amid worries the city of  
8.4 million is becoming one of the world’s 
biggest hotspots. Nearly 10,000 people 
have tested positive in the city, and almost 
100 have died.

The governor announced plans to 
convert a huge New York City convention 
centre into a hospital with 1000 beds. 
Meanwhile, the mayor warned that the 
city’s hospitals are just 10 days away 
from shortages in basic supplies needed to 
protect healthcare workers and patients 
alike.

“If we don’t get the equipment, we’re 
literally going to lose lives,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio told CNN.

In Italy, the hardest-hit country of all, 
declines in both new cases and deaths for 
a second consecutive day provided a faint 
glimmer of hope, though it is too soon to 
say whether the crisis is levelling-off.

Italian officials said on Monday that 
the virus had claimed just over 600 more 
lives, down from 793 two days earlier. All 
told, the outbreak has killed more than 
6000 Italians, the highest death toll of any 
country, and pushed the health system to 
the breaking point there and in Spain.

The risk to doctors, nurses and others on 
the front lines has become plain. Italy has 
seen at least 18 doctors with coronavirus 
die. Spain reported that more than 3900 
healthcare workers have become infected, 
accounting for roughly 12 percent of the 
country’s total cases.

British health workers pleaded for more 
gear, saying they felt like “cannon fodder”. 
In France, doctors scrounged masks from 
construction workers, factory floors, and 
architects.

“There’s a wild race to get surgical 
masks,” François Blanchecott, a biologist 
on the front lines of testing, told France 
Inter radio. “We’re asking mayors’ offices, 
industries, any enterprises that might 
have a store of masks.”

The way US officials respond to the 
severe pressure on hospitals — and 
people’s willingness to keep their distance 
from others — would prove critical in 
coming days, public health experts said.

“Actions taken right now will have a 
huge impact on the course of this epidemic 
in the US,” said Josh Michaud, associate 
director of global health policy with the 
Kaiser Family Foundation in Washington. 
“It’s an important moment.”

The crisis continued to ease in China. 
The city of Wuhan, where the outbreak 
first emerged late last year, said it is 
allowing residents limited movement as 
its lockdown is gradually relaxed. China is 
now sending planeloads of protective gear 
as well as doctors to Europe.

“The US is completely wasting the 
precious time that China has won for the 

world,” said Geng Shuang, the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman.

Dr Anthony Fauci, the US government’s 
top infectious-disease expert, promised 
that medical supplies are about to start 
pouring in and will be “clearly directed to 
those hot spots that need it most”. 

Meanwhile, on Capitol Hill, the Senate 
voted against advancing the nearly $2 
trillion plan that would prop up businesses 
and send checks to American households. 
Democrats argued it was tilted toward 
corporations rather than workers and 
healthcare providers. Another vote was 
expected on Monday.

President Donald Trump suggested 
that the remedies to fight the epidemic 
might be more harmful than the outbreak 
itself and vowed to reassess government 
restrictions after the US shutdown reaches 
the 15-day mark.

“WE CANNOT LET THE CURE BE 
WORSE THAN THE PROBLEM ITSELF,” 
he tweeted.

Democrat presidential candidate Joe 
Biden criticised Trump for not using the 
full force of federal authority to combat the 
virus. “Trump keeps saying he’s a wartime 
president,” Biden said in an online address. 
“Well, start acting like one.” 

Worldwide, more than 350,000 people 
have been infected and 15,000 have died 
from the virus. As cases in China ebbed, 
the dangers to Europe and the US have 
grown exponentially, although Germany 
on Monday cautiously reported some 
flattening of its infection curve. More than 
1.5 billion around the world have been told 
to stay in their homes.

After just a few weeks, the US has 
more than 35,000 cases and more than 
400 deaths. Indiana, Michigan and West 
Virginia joined states including California, 
Illinois and New York in asking or 
ordering their residents to stay home and 
keep businesses closed — directives that 
now cover more than one-third of the US 
population.

Industries big and small continued 
to shut down. Boeing announced it is 
suspending production in the Seattle area, 
where it has two mammoth aircraft plants 
employing about 42,000 people.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
called for an immediate ceasefire in 
conflicts around the world to tackle the 
pandemic.

“It is time to put armed conflict on lock 
down and focus together on the true fight 
of our lives,” he said.

Former Hollywood studio boss Harvey 
Weinstein tested positive at the prison in 
New York where he is serving a 23-year 
sentence for rape and sexual assault, the 
head of the guards union said. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
tested negative after putting herself in 
quarantine, according to a spokesman. 
Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar, the 
former presidential candidate, disclosed 
that her husband has been hospitalised 
with the virus.

For most people, the new coronavirus 
causes only mild or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever or coughing. But for some 
older adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause more severe 
illness, including pneumonia. Over 100,000 
people have recovered, mostly in China.

Authorities kept up their push to get 
people to stay home, but some were clearly 
not listening.

Social media sites showed snapshots 
of packed London Underground trains. 
British Health Secretary Matt Hancock 
described those ignoring the government’s 
social distancing recommendations as 
“very selfish” and warned that stricter 
rules might be coming soon.

In New York, Governor Andrew Cuomo 
likewise fumed over gatherings of young 
people in violation of his order that 
everyone stay 6 feet apart, saying: “It’s 
reckless and it’s violative of your civic 
spirit and duty as a citizen, as far as I’m 
concerned.” 

In a city where many people live in 
buildings with small elevators, a 21-storey 
high-rise in the Chelsea neighbourhood 
posted a notice in the lobby warning 
that there should be just one person per 
elevator, and those going to the laundry 
room shouldn’t use a washing machine 
next to another one in use.

“People are really only going to get food 
and going back. That’s what we need,” said 
Matt Comet, making a brief dash into the 
nearly empty streets of his Manhattan 
neighbourhood to pick up a carry-out meal.

“I’m OK to have a book and watch TV for 
a bit, but if it continues for another month, 
another two months, it’ll be pretty crazy.”

India took the extraordinary step of 
shutting down the nation’s rail system, 
which has long been the lifeblood of the 
country of 1.3 billion people.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
acknowledged that postponing this year’s 
Summer Olympics could be unavoidable. 
 — AP

FRENCH COVID-19 PATIENT EVACUATED: A victim of the Covid-19 virus is 
evacuated from the Mulhouse civil hospital in eastern France, on Monday. The Grand 
Est region is now the epicentre of the outbreak in France, which has buried the 
third most virus victims in Europe, after Italy and Spain. For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms. For some it can cause more 
severe illness.         AP picture
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BRIEFS
Sth African cases jump

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa — Africa’s most 
industrialised economy and a nation of 57 million 
people, will to go into a nationwide lockdown for 
21 days starting on Thursday to try to contain the 
spread of the new coronavirus, the president said 
on Monday.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa 
announced the measures in response to the 
increase of Covid-19 cases to 402. South Africa 
will be the third country in Africa to close down 
all but essential economic activity, after Rwanda 
and Tunisia. South Africa’s coronavirus cases 
jumped by 47 percent on Monday from the day 
before with 128 new cases, increasing worries of 
exponential growth and making it the country with 
the most cases in Africa, taking over from Egypt.

More than half of South Africa’s total cases 
are in Gauteng province, which includes 
Johannesburg, the country’s largest city with 
5.7 million people, and the capital, Pretoria, with 
2.4 million, according to figures released by the 
Health Ministry.

South Africa has not registered a known death 
from Covid-19, the disease caused by the new 
virus. Officials have said the majority of people 
infected were travellers from Europe and other 
countries, although the number of cases that are 
locally transmitted is rising. 

South Africa’s crowded working class residential 
areas and packed commuter trains and minivan 
taxis are expected to contribute to the spread of 
Covid-19. The lockdown would be enforced by 
police and the military starting at midnight on 
Thursday. Military convoys have already deployed 
across Johannesburg. — AP

Ontario closes 
TORONTO — Canada’s most populous province 

is ordering the closure of all non-essential 
businesses.

Ontario Premier Doug Ford says the order will 
be effective at midnight Tuesday and will be in 
place for at least 14 days.

Ford says he will release the list of businesses 
that will be allowed to stay open, but food will 
remain on store shelves and people will still have 
access to pharmacies. — AP

Elderly abandoned in Spain
MADRID — Spain’s defence minister says troops 

helping fight the coronavirus outbreak have come 
across elderly people apparently abandoned in 
their retirement homes.

Defence Minister Margarita Robles says some of 
those found were dead. She told Spain’s Telecinco 
they were “completely left to fend for themselves, 
or even dead, in their beds”.

She did not say how many the soldiers 
encountered, nor where, but said authorities 
would use the full force of the law to punish 
those responsible. Spain reported 4517 new 
infections of the coronavirus on Monday, bringing 
the overall number since the beginning of the 
outbreak to 33,089. It has 2182 fatalities. — AP

Italy sees drop in cases
ROME — Italy’s day-to-day increases of new 

cases of Covid-19 have dropped considerably 
compared to figures from a day earlier. 

According to data released on Monday by Italy’s 
Civil Protection agency, new cases rose from a 
day earlier by 4789 cases. 

That’s nearly 700 fewer new cases that were 
reported in the day’s previous day-to-day 
increases. Italy has been anxious to see daily new 
case loads drop as its health system struggles 
to keep up with the world’s largest outbreak after 
China. Day-to-day increases in deaths also were 
fewer than the day before: 602 compared to 651 
reported by authorities on Sunday. 

Health authorities have said it will need a 
few more days to see if a positive trend holds, 
including in northern Lombardy region, which is 
the nation’s worst stricken region. 

The latest numbers come nearly two weeks into 
a national lock-down in a desperate bid to contain 
Europe’s largest outbreak. — AP

Thirty die in Turkey
ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s health minister 

Fahrettin Koca said the government would employ 
32,000 more health workers across Turkey to 
fight the virus. A number of health personnel had 
contracted the virus, Koca said, adding that the 
exact figure would be released at a later date.

The minister also said that Turkey had imported 
and started using a drug from China that was 
effective in treating coronavirus patients there.

The virus has claimed the lives of 30 people 
in Turkey while at least 1236 people have been 
confirmed as Covid-19 positive.  — AP

War-torn Syria reports first case
DAMASCUS, Syria — Syrians rushed to stock 

up on food and fuel on Monday amid fears 
that authorities would resort to even stricter 
measures after reporting the first coronavirus 
infection in the country, where the healthcare 
system has been decimated by nearly a decade 
of civil war. 

The arrival of the global pandemic in Syria 
as well as the Gaza Strip has raised concerns 
it could run rampant in some of the most 
vulnerable areas in the Middle East. War-torn 
Libya and Yemen, which have yet to report any 
cases, are also a source of concern.

The worst outbreak in the Middle East is 
unfolding in Iran, where authorities reported 
another 127 deaths on Monday, bringing the total 
number of fatalities to more than 1800 amid more 
than 23,000 confirmed cases. The dead included 
the mother-in-law of the son of Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the official IRNA news 
agency said.

Iran has faced widespread criticism for not 
imposing stricter quarantine measures early on. 
It is also suffering under severe US sanctions.

Lines formed outside grocery stores, banks 
and gas stations across the Syrian capital, 
Damascus, as people braced for wider closures. 
The government has already closed restaurants, 
cafes and other businesses, and has halted 
public transportation.

The city’s Hamidiyeh souk, a network of 
covered markets running through the Old City, 
was deserted after the government ordered all 
shops closed on Sunday.

Authorities closed border crossings with 
Lebanon and Jordan, and Damascus International 
Airport was closed to commercial traffic after 
a final flight arrived from Moscow. State-run 
newspapers issued their last print edition and 
will only be available online.

Countries across the Middle East have already 
ramped up restrictions on daily life in an effort to 
contain the global pandemic. Many have sealed 
their borders and cancelled flights.

The United Arab Emirates, home to the 
world’s busiest international airport, said it was 
suspending all passenger and transit flights 
for two weeks. Dubai’s airport is a vital hub 
connecting Western nations with Asian countries 
and Australia.

Most people experience mild symptoms from 
the Covid-19 disease caused by the virus and 
recover within weeks. But it is highly contagious 
and causes severe illness in some patients, 
particularly the elderly and those with weakened 
immune systems. People can carry and spread 
the virus without showing any symptoms.

Around 350,000 people have been infected 
worldwide, and more than 15,000 have died. More 
than 100,000 people have recovered.

Syria has close ties to Iran, which is a key 
ally of the government in the civil war, and 
Shiite pilgrims frequently travel between the two 
countries. Syria’s Health Ministry said a 20-year-
old woman tested positive after arriving from 
another country, without elaborating.

Syria’s healthcare system has been ravaged 
by nearly a decade of war that has displaced 
millions of people and created rampant poverty. 
Hospitals and clinics across the country have 
been destroyed or damaged. The government is 
also under heavy international sanctions linked 
to its conduct during the war.

The pro-government daily Al-Watan quoted 
China’s ambassador as saying that Beijing has 
given Syria equipment to test 2000 people for 
coronavirus.

Gaza, where two people tested positive after 
returning from Pakistan, has been under an 
Israeli and Egyptian blockade since 2007, when 
the Islamic militant group Hamas seized power 
from rival Palestinian forces.

The coastal territory is home to more 
than 2 million people, but it only has around 
60 ventilators. All but 15 are already in use, 
according to Abdelnasser Soboh, director of the 
World Health Organisation’s Gaza office.

Yemen, where Saudi Arabia has been leading a 

war against Houthi rebels since 2015, is already 
home to one of the world’s worst humanitarian 
crises. Millions depend on food aid, and the 
country has suffered a series of cholera 
outbreaks in recent years.

Altaf Musani, the WHO representative in 
Yemen, said the entire healthcare system in the 
nation of 29 million people was operating at less 
than half its capacity and officials were “deeply 
alarmed” by the possibility of an outbreak, which 
would be “catastrophic”. 

There are just two hospital facilities for 
dealing with the coronavirus, one in the rebel-
held capital, Sanaa, and one in Aden, the seat of 
the internationally recognised government. The 
laboratory in Aden only started testing suspected 
cases on Monday and humanitarian officials 
believe chances are high of as-yet undetected 
cases.

In eastern Libya, authorities will impose a 
round-the-clock curfew on Wednesday that will 
last one week. The government there is allied 
with Khalifa Hifter, a military commander whose 
forces control much of the country and are 
battling rivals in the capital, Tripoli.

The eastern administration has already 
imposed a nightly curfew and closed mosques, 
educational facilities and shops. It has banned 
large gatherings and suspended public 
transportation. 

In Iraq, authorities have begun using a 
loudspeaker system for the first time since the 
1990 Gulf War to urge citizens to stay home and 
avoid large gatherings. Iraq’s Health Ministry 
has reported 23 fatalities among 266 confirmed 
cases.

Neighbouring Jordan used air raid sirens 
on Saturday to announce the start of a curfew. 
The government said it would begin delivering 
essential goods to citizens on Tuesday, working 
through municipalities, water distributors and 
large companies. Pharmacies, bakeries and gas 
stations will reopen, but without direct contact 
with customers. — AP

Britain in lockdown
LONDON — British Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson told the public on Monday 
night to “stay at home” for all but a few 
exceptions and ordered shops that don’t 
sell essential goods to shut down as 
he ramped up restrictions imposed by 
the UK government in the face of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

In an address to the nation from 
10 Downing Street, Johnson said it 
was critical to prevent the virus from 
spreading between households and that 
police would be authorised to break up 
gatherings of more than two people in 
public during what he termed a “national 
emergency”.

“I must give the British people a very 
simple instruction,” the prime minister 
said. “You must stay at home.”

Under the measures, the most 
draconian restrictions the British state 
has ever imposed in peacetime, people 
would only be allowed to leave home for a 
few “very limited purposes” to relieve the 
pressure on the National Health Service, 
Johnson said.

These included shopping for basic 
necessities “as infrequently as possible”, 
one form of exercise a day, done alone 
or with household members, medical 
reasons or travelling to work that cannot 
be done from home or that is “absolutely 
necessary”.

“That’s all — these are the only reasons 
you should leave your home,” he said. “To 
ensure compliance with the government’s 
instruction to stay at home, we will 
immediately close all shops selling non-
essential goods, including clothing and 
electronic stores and other premises, 
including libraries, playgrounds and 
outdoor gyms, and places of worship.”

Johnson said the police will have the 
power to enforce the new requirements, 
including through fines and dispersing 
gatherings. 

Social events, including weddings, 
baptisms and other ceremonies, will also 
be stopped. Funerals are exempt. Parks 
will also remain open for exercise, but 
any gatherings will be broken up.

Johnson has come under mounting 
pressure to introduce tougher measures 
in response to the virus pandemic after 
many people were seen out in public 
over the weekend not properly observing 
the government’s social distancing 
recommendations.

Officials at Snowdonia National Park 
in Wales, for example, introduced its own 
restrictions and urged the government to 
be more explicit with its social distancing 
advice after its “busiest visitor weekend 
in living memory”. And responding to the 
visibly high use of parks and the London 
Underground during the outbreak, 
London Mayor Sadiq Khan implored 
people to stay at home unless they 
“absolutely need to” move about the city.

British Health Secretary Matt Hancock 

had earlier expressed frustration at 
the failure of many to abide by the 
government’s restrictions, describing 
those who gathered in groups up and 
down the land as “very selfish”.

The UK had the 10th-highest number 
of virus cases in the world, 5903, and the 
sixth-highest number of virus-related 
deaths as of Monday, according to tallies 
from John Hopkins University. British 
government figures showed that 54 more 
people with the virus had died since 
Sunday, bringing the country’s total to 
335.

New infections are increasing at an 
exponential rate, raising concern that the 
country will be on a trajectory like Italy’s 
in a week or two if containment efforts 
are not successful. — AP

ARRIVING AT HONG KONG AIRPORT: Young passengers wear face masks to 
protect against the coronavirus as they arrive at the Hong Kong airport, on Monday. 
For most, the coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever 
and cough. But for a few, especially older adults and people with existing health 
problems, it can cause more severe illnesses, including pneumonia.  AP picture
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KOHANGA ON THE MOVE: Te Kohanga Reo o Te Tihi o Titirangi features in the Maori Television series Toku Whare Kohanga Reo airing tomorrow at 8.30pm on Maori 
Television. The programme will show the move from the kohanga’s Rutene Road premises to Te Poho o Rawiri Marae. From left are Billy Seymour, Amaia Smith-Te Nahu, 
Mantanginui Ropua, Rongomai Smith–Te Nahu and Jordon Ropiha enjoying the new location of Te Tihi o Titirangi.                                                  Picture by Rebecca Grunwell 
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Aftershocks rattle Croatia
ZAGREB, Croatia — Croatia has 

experienced a series of aftershocks a 
day after a strong earthquake caused 
widespread damage, killing a 15-year-old 
girl and injuring at least 27 other people 
amid a partial coronavirus lockdown of 
the capital.

Seismologists said on Monday more 
than 50 weaker temblors have been 
felt in Zagreb since a 5.5 magnitude 
quake struck the capital early on 
Sunday, triggering panic, the evacuation 
of hospitals and structural damage, 
including the city’s iconic cathedral and 
other historic buildings.

The strongest aftershock was around 
noon on Monday and measured 3.7. It 
sent some people rushing out of their 
homes into public parks despite earlier 
warnings from authorities against large 
gatherings in public areas to avoid the 
spread of Covid-19.

Officials said a 15-year-old girl 
died in a Zagreb hospital on Monday 
from injuries she suffered during the 
earthquake on Sunday. A further 26 

people were injured, 17 seriously; 250 
houses were damaged and 59 people had 
to be housed in temporary shelters.

Interior Minister Davor Bozinovic 
announced new restrictive measures 
intended to combat the spread of the 
virus, including a ban on people leaving 
their homes except to buy food and 
medicine, seeking medical attention or 
going to work. 

“We are fighting two crises at the same 
time,” Bozinovic said. “One is against the 
coronavirus and the other is against the 
consequences of the earthquake.”

There were 315 coronavirus cases 
confirmed in Croatia as of Monday. 

RESCUE: Firefighters carry a person 
on a stretcher after an earthquake in 
Zagreb, Croatia, on Sunday. A strong 

earthquake shook Croatia and its capital 
causing widespread damage and panic. 

AP picture

BRIEFS
Fifteen prisoners still at large

SAMOA — Police in Samoa say they have 
captured one more prison escapee with 15 of 
around 29 who staged a mass breakout from the 
Tanumalala prison last night still at large.

Police have issued photos of those who are still 
at large, but warn the men are dangerous and the 
public should refrain from approaching them.

The police commissioner Fuiavailili Egon Keil 
was forced to recall all off-duty police officers to 
help with the ongoing manhunt.

A source at the Tupua Tamasese Meaole hospital 
said around 20 prison officers were brought in for 
medical treatment with injuries reportedly caused 
by altercations with prisoners during the escape.

The hospital made a public appeal for blood 
donations around 11pm last night.

At least two of the inmates still at large, Daniel 
Vailopa and Silao Leleiga, have been involved in 
prison breaks in the past.

Police have warned villages close to the newly-
built prison as well as the wider community to be 
alert for any suspicious persons or activity in the 
area. — Radio NZ

Qld fast-tracks vaccine
BRISBANE — The Queensland Premier 

Annastacia Palaszczuk has announced a million 
$AU17 million package to fast-track a coronavirus 
vaccine developed in the state.

She said the funding would support the 
University of Queensland (UQ) as the only 
Australian organisation and one of six world-wide 
to be tasked to develop a vaccine against Covid-
19 by the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations.

It included: $AU10 million from the Queensland 
government; $AU3 million from the Federal 
Government; $AU3.5 million from the Paul 
Ramsay Foundation.

“This is now becoming a serious issue here in 
Queensland and a serious issue here in Australia 
and we’ve got to throw everything we’ve got at it, 
so $10 million today is a great step forward out of 
a $17 million package,” Palaszczuk said.

“Queensland is a world leader when it comes 
to research and the progress that is being made 
here is very encouraging.”

The money would allow researchers to bring 
a large-scale manufacture of the coronavirus 
vaccine forward to run parallel with clinical trials.

UQ Professor Paul Young described the work as 
a “radical approach”.

“We are living through remarkable times and 
remarkable times sometimes need radical ideas, 
and that is what the funding announced today is 
about.

“The typical timeline for vaccine development 
has been thrown out the window, with many 
referring to the possibility of a vaccine in 18 
months.

“A vaccine is required even sooner than this.
“We’re not cutting any corners in ensuring this 

vaccine is going to be safe and efficacious in 
humans, we will go through those clinical studies, 
but we should be ready to deploy as soon as 
that is done. With this approach we should carve 
about six months off our timeline.” — Radio NZ

Tensions rise as Democrats 
stall $2 trillion virus aid

WASHINGTON — Tensions flared 
on Monday as Washington strained to 
respond to the worsening coronavirus 
outbreak, with Congress arguing over 
a nearly $2 trillion economic rescue 
package and an impatient President 
Donald Trump musing openly about 
letting the 15-day shutdown expire.

As the US braces for an onslaught 
of sick Americans, and millions are 
forced indoors to avert a spike that 
risks overwhelming hospitals, the most 
ambitious federal intervention in modern 
times is testing whether Washington can 
swiftly halt the pandemic on the home-
front.

“It’s time to get with the programme, 
time to pass historic relief,” said an angry 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
as he opened the chamber after a nonstop 
weekend session that failed to produce a 
deal. “This is a national emergency.”

The White House team led by Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin returned to 
Capitol Hill for a fourth straight day 
of talks as negotiators 
narrowed on a bipartisan 
accord.

“We’re making a lot of 
progress,” Mnuchin said 
midday as he shuttled 
through the halls.

But McConnell fumed, 
warning Democrats — 
pointedly House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi — to quit 
stalling on “political 
games”, as he described 
Democratic efforts to steer 
more of the aid toward 
public health and workers.

From the White House, 
Trump sounded a note 
of frustration about the 
unprecedented modern-
day effort to halt the virus’s march 
by essentially shutting down public 
activities in ways that now threaten the 
US economy. 

Even though Trump’s administration 
recommended Americans curtail activities 
starting a week ago, the president in all 
capital letters tweeted: “We cannot let 
the cure be worse than the problem itself. 
At the end of the 15-day period, we will 
make a decision as to which way we want 
to go.” 

His musing contradicts the advice of 
medical and public health experts across 
the country, if not the globe, to hunker 
down even more firmly. 

Pelosi assailed Trump’s idea and 
fluctuating response to the crisis. 

“He’s a notion-monger, just tossing out 
things that have no relationship to a well 
co-ordinated, science-based, government-
wide response to this,” Pelosi said on a 
healthcare conference call. “Thank God 
for the governors who are taking the lead 
in their state. Thank God for some of the 
people in the administration who speak 
truth to power.”

At the Capitol, the virus continued 
to strike close. Republican Senator 
Rand Paul of Kentucky, who announced 
he tested positive for coronavirus, is 
now among five senators under self-
quarantine. Several other lawmakers 
have cycled in and out of isolation. And 
the husband of Senator Amy Klobuchar,  
is in a hospital with pneumonia after 
testing positive, she said on Monday.

With a wary population watching and 
waiting, Washington laboured under the 
size and scope of a rescue package — 
larger than the 2008 bank bailout and 
2009 recovery act combined. 

Democrats are holding out as they 
argue the package is tilted 
toward corporations and 
should do more to help 
suddenly jobless workers 
and healthcare providers 
with dire needs. 

In particular, Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer, wants constraints 
on the largely Republican-
led effort to provide $500 
billion for corporations. 
Democrats call that a 
“slush fund”.

Yet, he said: “We’re very 
close to reaching a deal.” 

Even so, another attempt 
to move the package 
forward snagged, blocked 
as Democrats refused to 

quit negotiating. 
Democrats won one concession — 

to provide four months of expanded 
unemployment benefits, rather than 
just three as proposed, according to an 
official granted anonymity to discuss the 
private talks. The jobless pay also would 
extend to self-employed and so-called gig 
workers.

But Republicans complained 
Democrats were holding out for more 
labour protections for workers, wanting 
assurances that corporations taking 
federal aid will commit to retaining their 
employees.

Pelosi came out with the House 
Democrats’ own sweeping $2.5 trillion 
bill, which would provide $1500 directly 

to the public and $200 billion to the 
states, as governors are pleading for aid. 
She urged Senate negotiators “to move 
closer to the values” in it. 

Trump has balked at using his 
authority under the recently invoked 
Defence Protection Act to compel the 
private sector to manufacture needed 
medical supplies like masks and 
ventilators, even as he encourages them 
to spur production. 

“We are a country not based on 
nationalising our business,” said  
Trump, who has repeatedly railed  
“against socialism overseas and among 
Democrats”.

From his home, Democratic 
presidential rival Joe Biden criticised 
Trump for stopping short of using the full 
force of emergency federal authority.

“Trump keeps saying he’s a wartime 
president,” Biden said in an online 
address. “Well, start acting like one.” 

On the economic front, the Federal 
Reserve announced on Monday it will 
lend to small and large businesses and 
local governments as well as extend 
its bond-buying programmes as part of 
a series of sweeping steps to support 
the flow of credit through an economy 
ravaged by the viral outbreak. 

Central to the emerging rescue package 
is as much as $350 billion for small 
businesses to keep making payroll while 
workers are forced to stay home. The 
package also proposes a one-time rebate 
of about $1200 per person, or $3000 
for a family of four, as well as extended 
unemployment benefits.

Hospitals would get about $110 billion 
for the expected influx of sick patients, 
said Mnuchin. But Democrats are 
pushing for more healthcare dollars for 
the front-line hospitals and workers.

The urgency to act is mounting, as 
jobless claims skyrocket and financial 
markets are eager for signs that 
Washington can soften the blow of the 
healthcare crisis and what experts say is 
a looming recession.

For most people, the new coronavirus 
causes only mild or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough. 

For some, especially older adults and 
people with existing health problems, it 
can cause more severe illness, including 
pneumonia. 

The vast majority of people recover 
from the new virus. According to the 
World Health Organisation, people with 
mild illness recover in about two weeks, 
while those with more severe illness may 
take three to six weeks to recover. — AP

The urgency to 
act is mounting, 
as jobless claims 
skyrocket and 
financial markets 
are eager for signs 
that Washington can 
soften the blow of 
the healthcare crisis 
and what experts 
say is a looming 
recession.   
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by Gill Bonnett, RNZ

WELLINGTON — An asylum-
seeker turned down for protection at 
least three times has been granted 
refugee status after being accused 
by Sri Lankan police of people 
smuggling.

The 35 year old denied any 
involvement but said he faced 
persecution if he returned because of 
the allegations and suspicions of his 
involvement with the Tamil Tigers, a 
separatist group in Sri Lanka.

The man’s wife, who is still in 
Sri Lanka, was twice summoned by 
police over allegations she and her 
husband were helping to smuggle 
Tamils overseas using false passports 
and visas.

She went into hiding after 
authorities suggested that if her 
husband did not return, they would 
‘get rid’ of her and her children and 
they would end up as entries on a 
missing persons list.

He feared the people-smuggling 
charges were fabricated because 
he is recorded as a Tamil Tiger 
sympathiser or associate.

Two previous decisions in New 

Zealand were rejected, and his case 
went all the way to the High Court.

He also had a previously failed 
asylum claim in Belgium.

Previous tribunals did not 
believe his accounts of torture and 
flashbacks.

The recent tribunal hearing 
concluded he did face a risk of 
persecution.

“The tribunal finds that there is a 
real chance that on his return to Sri 
Lanka the appellant will be detained 
and interrogated,” it ruled.

“The fact that he is a Tamil, who, in 
the past, was detained and tortured 
about suspected assistance to the 
LTTE (The Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam), will likely mean that his 
alleged involvement in facilitating 
the unlawful travel of Tamils from 
the north may be seen not just as 
an ordinary criminal offence but 
as providing support for the Tamil 
cause.

“During interrogation, there is a 
real chance that the appellant will 
be tortured or otherwise mistreated 
in violation of his fundamental 
human right to be free from such 
mistreatment.”

Man gets refugee status after 
failed asylum claims in NZ

by Kirsty Johnston, NZ Herald

BLENHEIM — A parishioner who 
fought the Anglican Church for 15 
years after being sexually harassed by 
a priest has won a landmark settlement 
and apology. Until now, the Church has 
refused to be held liable for clergy, saying 
they were not its employees but were 
essentially employed by God.

However, in a successful settlement 
negotiated after the woman took her case 
to the Human Rights Review Tribunal, 
the Church admitted it was responsible 
and will now improve its vetting, training 
and complaints process.

The Church will also pay the woman 
$100,000 in recognition of the gravity of 
humiliation and hurt she suffered, and in 
recognition of its flawed handling of the 
complaint.

“It has been a hard road,” the 
complainant told the NZ Herald. “When 
it first happened the Church basically 
minimised things and justified things.

“But they are going to say sorry 
publicly and make change and that’s 
what I wanted — for priests to be trained 
prior to being let loose on the vulnerable.

“I wanted more open justice.”
The woman, who has name 

suppression, first complained that 
priest Michael van Wijk touched her 
inappropriately during one-on-one 
counselling sessions at the Nativity 
Anglican Church in Blenheim in 2005.

The woman’s baby son had died pre-
term in a traumatic way, causing her 
extreme grief and PTSD. She turned to 
the church for solace and while there was 
approached by the pastor who offered his 
counsel.

When she tried to end the counselling 
services, van Wijk implied she would 
have to leave the church, she said. 
During that time, he also continued to 
pressure her for sex.

In its apology, the Church 
acknowledged it did not investigate 
the complaint properly, nor follow its 
own policy, nor provide the woman with 
support — all while providing significant 
support to van Wijk.

It also failed to recognise van Wijk’s 
conduct as sexual harassment, attempted 

to minimise and excuse the priest’s 
behaviour, and did not inform police, 
despite having received a separate 
complaint about his behaviour towards 
another parishioner.

Instead, the Church allowed van Wijk 
to resign without any disciplinary action, 
which it says was wrong — as was its 
decision not to give full reasons to the 
congregation for his departure.

“We acknowledge this led to sympathy 
for Michael van Wijk, and speculation 
about what had occurred, which 
compounded the harm suffered by the 
parishioner and her family. We deeply 
regret that this occurred,” the Church 
said.

The complainant left the church after 
the harrassment, spending a “rough” five 
years trying to recover.

“I’d lost a baby and was trying to look 
after my mental health,” she said. “It was 
hard, because my kids had to quit the 
church too and they had friends there.”

It wasn’t until 2014 that the woman 
decided to take further action. She had 
witnessed the removal of a Catholic 
priest after similar behaviour, and saw 
the Catholic Church had a disciplinary 
process.

After going online, she discovered the 
Anglican Church also had a process, and 
went back to it.

In 2014, she went to the police. They 
never laid a charge. The police concluded 
there was not enough evidence — but 
didn’t interview the church staff the 
woman had made her complaint to.

In 2016, the woman took her case to 
the Office of Human Rights Proceedings. 
They agreed to take the case, and 
appointed barrister Nura Taefi to work 
with her.

“That was the first time I felt like I had 
someone on my team,” the complainant 
said. “And it was free. I couldn’t have 
done it without that.

“The Church would have had that 
resource and I wouldn’t and I would have 
folded probably.”

She said she found the human rights 
avenue far better than the police process.

“It’s not just about throwing someone 
in jail for a few months. It looks at how 
I’ve been harmed, and also about what 

changes could be made to prevent it.”
She said at first it had been hard to 

work with the Church because it was 
defensive, but she noticed a change of 
attitude after a NZ Herald article about 
the case in 2018.

“I am really pleased with the outcomes. 
I feel they are fair and I have reconciled 
with the Church, which is a really 
positive thing.”

The Director of Human Rights 
Proceedings, Michael Timmins, said the 
complainant should be applauded for her 
efforts.

“The truth is that it’s only because of 
her intelligence and tenacity that she 
was able to get a result,” he said. “In this 
way, she has been an advocate not just 
for herself, but for others.”

Timmins said he hoped the amount of 
the settlement — an astonishing amount 
compared with previous New Zealand 
settlements — sent a strong message 
that sexual harassment would not be 
condoned.

The complainant wanted the amount 

made public so other victims in similar 
situations would have bargaining power. 
She had no plans for the money other 
than using it to help people.

She returned to Church some years 
ago to try to rebuild her faith, which she 
found very challenging.

“It’s been a mess. When we go and 
commemorate the anniversary of our son 
dying we have to remember all of that as 
well,” she said.

“It undermined my faith. I don’t think 
I’ll ever be fully at peace with my faith. 
However, I am not bitter towards the 
Church and want the best for it. There 
are also many caring people within it 
who have been very supportive of me.”

Van Wijk was defrocked in 2018, 
after a thorough church investigation. 
He accepted the findings of that 
investigation but appealed against the 
publication of them.

With the goal of more open justice, 
the complainant continues to pursue her 
claim against van Wijk in the tribunal. A 
hearing is set down for June of this year.

Parishioner finds justice
Woman wins settlement over priest’s harassment

LANDMARK SETTLEMENT: The woman says her struggle with the Anglican Church 
undermined her faith.  File picture

CHRISTCHURCH — A Christchurch 
man’s campaign for Wikipedia to officially 
adopt the use of macrons in Maori words 
has been a success.

Axel Wilke proposed Wikipedia change its 
New Zealand naming conventions, saying 
the website is “one of the last bastions of 
macron resistance for place names”.

Debates and editing battles have long 
raged on the popular site for years, with 
various editors repeatedly adding and 
removing macrons from words.

“Macrons have been used in Wikipedia 
for some time: every use of the word 
“Maori” has its macron, and articles are 
increasingly adopting macrons in their 
names . . . But place names have always 
been a sticking point. For some reason, 
people feel especially attached to towns and 
rivers, and resist changing their spelling,” 
Wilke said.

“Wikipedia rules have, for years, stated 
that place names were ‘under discussion’, 
and macrons have not been used in the 
meantime for place names,” Wilke said.

Wikipedia is written by volunteers, with 
naming conventions discussed and decided 
on by contributors.

He suggested the naming conventions be 
amended to include macrons in cases where 
the New Zealand Geographic Board has 

adopted them.
Wilke said the decision was finally made 

by a user in England.
“It may be surprising to some people 

that I, a non-New Zealander, appear to be 
deciding this matter,” the user wrote.

“This is a red herring. As a discussion 
closer, my role is not to decide, but to 
determine what the community has decided 
in the discussion below.

“I determine this in the way set out at 
Wikipedia: Closing discussions, and my role 
is to evaluate what we call the ‘consensus’, 
which on Wikipedia is not unanimity but 
‘rough consensus’.”

In the end, 33 editors voted for the 
adoption of the new guideline, with five 
against.

“This marks a big change for Wikipedia. 
The idea was first raised on Wikipedia 
discussion pages in 2007 with no clear 
consensus,” Wilke said.

In 2018, volunteers engaged in a 
battle over whether the Kapiti town of 
Paekakariki should have macrons in its 
name, with editors repeatedly removing 
and replacing the macrons from the page.

“It is gratifying to see that after a well-
researched proposal was put forward, 
agreement on macron use for place names 
has now been achieved.” — NZ Herald

Battle of macrons ends

The Gisborne Herald • Tuesday, March 24, 202018  NATIONAL NEWS
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TUESDAY—WEDNESDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 0 

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0 

 7pm Seven Sharp 0 

 7.30 Dog Squad Puppy 

School 0   

Mobility dogs Hank 

and Max meet their 

matches.

 8pm Eat Well For Less 0   

The guys have their work 

cut out for them with a 

snack-obsessed family.

 9.10 Rich House, Poor 

House 0   

Families from opposite 

ends of the wealth 

divide trade places to 

find out if money really 

does buy happiness.

 10.10 1 News Tonight 0 

 10.40 Sunday 3 0 

 11.40 I Am Innocent AO 3 0   

In 1989, Terri Friesen’s 

seven-week-old daughter 

Chantelle was found 

dead in bed. Terri 

was found guilty of 

manslaughter, and was 

sent to Mt Eden prison. 

But Terri was innocent.

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.40 Emmerdale 

 1.10 Te Karere 3 

 1.35 Infomercials 

 5.35 Te Karere 3 

 6am Breakfast 

 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show 0 

 10am Tipping Point 3 

 11am Cash Trapped 

 Noon 1 News At Midday 0 

 12.30 Emmerdale PGR 0 

 1pm Coronation Street PGR 3 

0 

 2pm The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show 3 0 

 3pm Tipping Point 

 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Highway Cops 3 0 

 5pm The Chase 0 

Schedules for Sky Sport 1 
are not available at the time 
of going to print, due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak causing 
major disruptions to rugby 
tournaments around the world. 

Schedules for Sky Sport 2 
are not available at the time 
of going to print, due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak causing 
major disruptions to cricket 
tournaments around the world. 

 5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 6pm Highway Thru Hell PG 

 7pm Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 7.30 Hawaii Five-0 MV 

 8.30 Trucking Hell M 

 9.30 Outback Truckers M 

 10.30 SVU MV 

 11.15 Highway Thru Hell PG 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.05 Modern Family PG 

 12.55 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 1.15 Jeopardy! PG 

 1.35 Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 2am Outback Truckers M 

 2.50 Trucking Hell M 

 3.40 SVU MV 

 4.25 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 4.50 Hawaii Five-0 MV 

 5.35 The Simpsons PG 

 6am Jeopardy! PG 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 6.45 The Simpsons PG 

 7.10 Modern Family PG 

 8am Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline PG 

 8.25 Highway Thru Hell PG 

 9.15 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 9.40 Hawaii Five-0 MV 

 10.25 SVU MV 

 11.10 Modern Family PG 

 Noon Jeopardy 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 12.50 Outback Truckers M 

 1.40 Trucking Hell M 

 2.25 Hawaii Five-0 MV 

 3.10 Modern Family PGG 

 4pm The Simpsons PG 

 4.30 Jeopardy! PG 

 5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 6.40 All I See Is You 16LS 2017 

Drama. Blake Lively, Jason 

Clarke.

 8.30 The Spy Who Dumped 

Me 16VLC 2018 Comedy. 

When two best friends 

are thrust into an 

international conspiracy, 

they must leap into 

action to save the 

world. Mila Kunis, Kate 

McKinnon.

 10.30 The Bachelors MLC 2017 

Comedy. JK Simmons, Julie 

Delpy.

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.10 Another Kind Of 

Wedding MLSC 2018 Comedy. 

Kathleen Turner, Kevin 

Zegers.

 1.35 The Leisure 

Seeker MVLSC 2018 Adventure. 

Helen Mirren, Donald 

Sutherland.

 3.25 I’m Just F*cking With 

You 18VLSC 2018 Horror.

 4.50 The Making Of Bad 

Boys For Life MVLSC 2019 

 5am Second Act MLSC 2018 

Comedy.

 6.45 The Spy Who Dumped 

Me 16VLC 2018 Comedy.

 8.40 All I See Is You 16LS 2017 

Drama.

 10.30 The Bachelors MLC 2017 

Comedy.

 12.10 Another Kind Of 

Wedding MLSC 2018 Comedy.

 1.35 Second Act MLSC 2018 

Comedy.

 3.20 The Spy Who Dumped 

Me 16VLC 2018 Comedy.

 5.15 Wild Rose MLS 2019 Drama.

 5.40 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 6.35 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 7.30 BattleBots PG 

 8.30 Expedition Unknown 

 9.25 Unexplained And 

Unexplored PG 

 10.15 Man v Bear PG 

 11.05 Naked And Afraid M 

 11.55 How It’s Made PG 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.20 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.45 World’s Deadliest 

Drivers PG 

 1.10 World’s Deadliest 

Drivers PG 

 1.35 Deadliest Catch PG 

 2.25 Bering Sea Gold PG 

 3.15 Gold Rush: White 

Water PG 

 4.05 What On Earth? PG 

 4.55 Naked And Afraid M 

 5.45 Deadliest Catch PG 

 6.35 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 7.30 World’s Deadliest 

Drivers PG 

 7.55 World’s Deadliest 

Drivers PG 

 8.20 BattleBots PG 

 9.10 Unexplained And 

Unexplored PG 

 10am How It’s Made PG 

 10.25 How Do They Do It? PG 

 10.50 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 11.40 Evil Lives Here MVLC 

 12.30 Killer Instinct With 

Chris Hansen M 

 1.20 People Magazine 

Investigates PG 

 2.10 Top Gear 

 3pm Deadliest Catch PG 

 4.45 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 5.40 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 5pm The Simpsons 3 0 
 5.30 Home And Away 0 
 6pm Neighbours 0 
 7pm Shortland Street PGR 0   

Marty feels the walls 
closing in; Esther opens 
herself up to love; Cece 
fears the end.

 7.30 The Bachelorette NZ 0   
With the final cocktail 
party and rose ceremony 
approaching, Lesina 
and Lily face their most 
difficult decisions so far.

 8.30 Paranormal Caught On 
Camera AO 0 

 9.35 First Dates NZ PGR 3 0 
 10.35 Two And A Half Men PGR 3 

0 
 11.05 Mom PGR 3 0 
 11.30 All Rise PGR 0 

  WEDNESDAY  
 12.25 Station 19 AO 3 0 
 1.10 Shortland Street PGR 3 0 
 1.35 Infomercials 
 2.45 Quantico AO 3 0 
 3.30 Desperate Housewives AO 

3 0 
 4.15 The Fresh Prince Of Bel 

Air 3 0 
 4.40 Neighbours PGR 3 0 
 5.30 Infomercials 
 6.30 Rescue Bots Academy 0 
 6.40 Moon And Me 0 
 7am The Tom And Jerry 

Show 3 0 
 7.25 Thunderbirds Are Go! 3 0 
 7.50 Bunnicula 3 0 
 8.15 Muppet Babies 3 0 
 8.35 Mickey And The Roadster 

Racers 3 0 
 9am Religious Infomercials 
 9.30 Infomercials 
 10am Neighbours PGR 3 0 
 11am The Bachelorette NZ 3 0 
 Noon Selling Houses 

Australia 0 
 1.10 Judge Rinder PGR 
 2.10 F American 

Housewife PGR 3 0 
 2.40 Home And Away 3 0 
 3.10 Shortland Street PGR 3 0 
 3.40 Pokemon: Sun And Moon: 

Ultra Legends 0 
 4.05 The Deep 0 
 4.30 Friends 3 0 
 5pm The Simpsons 3 0 
 5.30 Home And Away 0 

 5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0 

 6pm NewsHub Live At 6pm 

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 Married At First Sight 

Australia PGR 0 

 9.05 Talking Married AO 0 

 9.15 NCIS AO 0   

The team investigates 

a petty officer’s murder 

after it is live-streamed 

on a popular gaming 

app; Gibbs babysits his 

neighbour’s child, with 

unexpected results.

 10.15 NewsHub Late 

 10.45 The Blacklist AO 0   

With the help of the 

Task Force, Red tracks a 

gifted art forger who has 

thwarted his plans to 

sell stolen pieces.

 11.40 Face The Truth PGR 3 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.05 Infomercials 

 6am The AM Show 

 9am The Café 

 10am Infomercials 

 11.25 Millionaire Hot Seat 3 0 

 12.25 Face The Truth PGR 

 12.55 Dr Phil PGR  Liz says 

she spends 11 to 13 

hours every day jogging 

around her coffee table 

until she reaches the 

equivalent of 80km on 

her activity tracker.

 1.50 Married At First Sight 

Australia PGR 3 0 

 3.25 Peter Kuruvita’s Coastal 

Kitchen   

Peter explores the 

production of local 

food with medicinal 

properties, and creates 

recipes using readily 

available ingredients.

 3.55 F United Plates Of 

America 3 0 

 4.30 NewsHub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The Sun 

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Pawn Stars 3 

 6.30 Sky Sport News 

 7pm The Crowd Goes Wild 

 7.30 The Great Australian 

Bake Off 0   

In the semi-final, the 

contestants must bake 

for a party, and Matt and 

Maggie set party-themed 

challenges to help them 

decide who will have a 

place in the final.

 8.35 Carol’s Second Act PGR 

 9.05 The Unicorn PGR 

 9.35 Qi PGR Naval Navigation.  

With Johnny Vegas, 

Ronni Ancona, Jimmy 

Carr, and Alan Davies.

 10.50 The Breakdown 

 11.55 The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PGR 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.55 Closedown 

 6am Ben 10: Alien Force 3 0 

 6.25 Danger Mouse 3 0 

 7am Krypto The Superdog 3 

 8am The Thundermans 3 0 

 8.30 The Moe Show 3 0 

 9am Celebrity Antiques Road 

Trip 3 

 10am The Doctors PGR 

 11am The Chase Australia 3 

0 

 Noon Everybody Loves 

Raymond 3 0 

 12.30 Bull PGR 3 0 

 1.30 Frasier 3 

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PGR 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm A Place In The Sun 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun 0  (Part 1)

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Paia 

 5.10 My Mokai 

 5.40 He Rourou 3 

 5.50 E Kori 3 

 5.55 E Ki E Ki 

 6pm Mahi Pai 3 

 6.10 Tamariki Haka 

 6.20 Huritua 

 6.30 Te Ao: Maori News 

 7pm Whanau Living 3 

 7.30 F Moosemeat And 

Marmalade PGR 3 

 8pm Ahikaroa AO 3 

 8.30 F Matau PGR 3 

 9.30 F Hunt With Me AO 3 

 10pm Waka Ama Sprints 

 10.30 Marae PGR 

 11pm Te Ao: Maori News 3 

 11.30 Closedown 

  WEDNESDAY  

 6.30 Waiata Mai 

 6.40 Te Mana Kuratahi 

 7.10 Tamariki Haka 

 7.20 E Kori 3 

 7.25 Pipi Ma 

 7.30 ZooMoo 

 7.40 Te Nutube 

 7.50 Darwin + Newts 3 

 8am Polyfest Kapa Haka 3 

 8.30 Sidewalk Karaoke PGR 3 

 9am Best Of Kai Time On 

The Road 3 

 9.30 Opaki 3 

 10am Waiata 3 

 10.30 Marae PGR 3 

 11am Matangi Rau 3 

 Noon Funny Whare: 

Gamesnight PGR 3 

 12.30 It’s In The Bag 

 1pm Nga Pari Karangaranga 

O Te Motu 3 

 1.30 Ako 3 

 2pm Toku Reo 3 

 3pm Polyfest Kapa Haka 3 

 3.30 Playlist 

 4pm HakaNation 

 4.30 Pukana 3 

 5pm Waiata Mai 

 5.10 Te Mana Kuratahi 3 

 5.40 Tamariki Haka 

 5.50 E Kori 3 

 5.55 Pipi Ma 

5pm Gourmet Farmer 
Afloat  5.30 Mysteries At The 
Museum  6.30 American Pickers  
7.30 George Clarke’s Old House 
New Home  8.30 My Dream Home  
9.30 Help! My House Is Falling 
Down  10.30 American Pickers  
11.30 George Clarke’s Old House 

New Home  WEDNESDAY  
12.30 Jamie’s 30-Minute Meals  
1am Gourmet Farmer Afloat  
1.30 Travel Man: 48 Hours 
In  2am Bear Grylls Mission 
Survive PGR  3am Heart Of The 
World  4am Help! My House Is 
Falling Down  5am Mysteries At The 
Museum  6am Paul Hollywood’s Pies 
And Puds  7am Jamie’s 30-Minute 
Meals  7.30 Gourmet Farmer Afloat  
8am Heart Of The World  9am Travel 
Man: 48 Hours In  9.30 Storage 
Hoarders  10.30 Mysteries At The 
Museum  11.30 American Pickers  
12.30 George Clarke’s Old House 
New Home  1.30 Help! My House Is 
Falling Down  2.30 My Dream Home  
3.30 The Kitten Rescuers  4.30 Gino’s 
Italian Escape  5pm Nigellissima  
5.30 Mysteries At The Museum  

5pm Judge Jerry  
5.30 Hoarders  6.30 Love It Or 
List It  7.30 Stop Search Seize PGR  
8.30 Botched PGR  
9.30 The Killer Affair AO  
10.30 Snapped PGR  
11.30 Snapped: Killer Couples AO  

WEDNESDAY  
12.20 Infomercials  
10am Four Weddings USA  
11am Snapped PGR  Noon The 
Kelly Clarkson Show  1pm The 
Real Housewives Of Beverly 
Hills PGR  2pm Below Deck PGR  
3pm Keeping Up With The 
Kardashians PGR  4pm Undercover 
Boss 0  5pm Judge Jerry  
5.30 Hoarders  

5pm Checkpoint  
6.30 Trending Now  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
8.15 Dateline Pacific  
Current-affairs programme 
covering the major Pacific stories 
of the week.  
8.30 Windows On The World  
International public-radio features 
and documentaries.  
10pm News At Ten  
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.  
11.06 Worlds Of Music With 
Trevor Reekie.  

WEDNESDAY   
12.04 The All Night Programme  
5am First Up   
6am Morning Report  
9.06 Nine To Noon  
10.45 The Reading  
Noon Midday Report  
1.06 Afternoons  
4.06 The Panel  
5pm Checkpoint  

Dog Squad Puppy School 
 7.30pm on TVNZ 1

The Bachelorette NZ 
 7.30pm on TVNZ 2

Qi 
 9.35pm on Prime

Compiled by24Mar20

© TVNZ 2020 © TVNZ 2020
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Stopping our 
movement 
stops the virus. 
Stay home.

Alert Level 4 measures include:

• those not involved in essential work, must stay at home

• educational facilities closed

• businesses closed except for essential services  

(eg supermarkets, pharmacies, clinics) and lifeline utilities

• travel severely limited. 

For this to be successful, daily life will need to change  

for all of us. 

Here’s how to get organised: 

Think about others – you’ll have access to essential supplies, 

medicine and food. You do not need to stock-pile. 

Prepare safely – continue to practice good hygiene;  

wash your hands with soap. Then dry. Cough or sneeze into 

your elbow. If you’re sick, ask others for help. 

Call ahead – if you need to see the doctor or other medical 

services you must call irst.

Prepare together – think about, and connect with friends, 

whānau, and others that may need your help. 

Stay apart – stop all physical interactions with those outside  

of your household.

Stay informed – go to Covid19.govt.nz to ind out more 

information about your speciic situation. 

Get work sorted – ind out what Alert Level 4 means for your 

work and your business at Covid19.govt.nz 

Get your inances sorted – your usual inancial support,  

such as beneits, will continue.

The government is providing additional support  

for New Zealanders and businesses.  

Find out more at workandincome.govt.nz

Remember, what you do now,  
will afect all of us.

To increase everyone’s protection we will be moving to  

Alert Level 4, at 11.59pm Wednesday 25 March 2020. 

Where can I go for more information?
For key information go to Covid19.govt.nz

If you’re not sure who to contact for help, call the free government helpline on 0800 779 997 (8am–1am, 

7 days a week). If you have symptoms call your GP irst, or call Healthline on 0800 358 5453 

31935-01
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Sectors Entities providing essential services (including their supply chains)

Accommodation • Accommodation services for essential workers and people who need to be isolated/quarantined

 Border • Customs New Zealand, Immigration New Zealand and the Ministry for Primary Industries

Building and construction • Building and construction related to essential services, critical infrastructure, or immediately 
needed to maintain human health and safety at home/work

Courts, tribunals and the justice 
system

• Courts of New Zealand and tribunals

• Critical Crown entities (e.g. Electoral Commission) 

Education At level 3 only:

• Schools and educational facilities (e.g. ECE centres)

Fast-moving consumer goods • Businesses involved in the supply, delivery, distribution and sale of food, beverage  
and other key consumer goods (but not takeaway shops)

Financial services • Banks, insurers and other inancial institutions

Health • Hospitals, primary care clinics, pharmacies, medical laboratories, care facilities

• Ambulance services

• Mortuary services

Local and national government • Any entity involved in COVID-19 response or that has civil defence/ 
emergency management functions

• Key public services

Primary industries, including food 
and beverage production and 
processing

• Packaging, production and processing of food and beverage products

• Food safety and veriication, inspection or associated laboratory services,  
food safety and biosecurity functions

• Veterinary and animal health/welfare services

Public safety and national security • Emergency services

• Security and intelligence services

• Justice system

• Public safety and national security roles

Science • Any entity (including research organisations) involved in COVID-19 response,  
hazard monitoring, resilience, diagnostics for essential services

Social services • Welfare and social services, including NGOs, which meet immediate needs  
(further guidance will be provided)

Transport and logistics • Transport services

• New Zealand Post and courier services

• Any small passenger service vehicle driver – including taxis and ride-share services

Utilities and communications, 
including supply chains

• Electricity, gas, water, waste, fuel, telecommunication services,  
internet providers and media

What are essential businesses?

Essential businesses, and those that support 

them, will continue to provide the necessities 

of life for everyone in New Zealand.

This means food, medicine, healthcare, 

energy, fuel, waste-removal, internet and 

inancial support will continue to be available. 

This list may evolve over time.

These businesses will continue working, but will put in place alternative ways 

of working to keep employees safe, including shift-based working, staggered 

meal breaks, lexible leave arrangements and physical distancing.

We are setting up a call centre and free 0800 number to help answer 

questions about this.  Check the website for details.

More speciic information for each sector will be published shortly.

31935-02



ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

QUEEN & SLIM (R13)

TUE-WED 11am,
3.30pm, 8.30pm
BLOODSHOT (M)

TUE-WED 3.40pm, 6pm,
8.20pm
I STILL BELIEVE (PG)

TUE-WED 1.10pm, 6pm
DOWNHILL (M)

TUE-WED 1.40pm 
THE CURRENT WAR (M) 

TUE 8.20pm. LAST DAY!
THE INVISIBLE MAN
(R16) TUE-WED 8.20pm
THE CALL OF THE
WILD (PG) TUE-WED
11am, 4pm, 6.10pm
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG
(PG)  TUE-WED 11.10am,
1.30pm, 3.50pm
JOJO RABBIT (M)

TUE-WED 6.10pm
*BOLLYWOOD FILM*
SOORYAVANSHI (TBC)

WED 8.15pm

2020 FRENCH
FILM FEST NZ

WE’LL END UP
TOGETHER (TBC)

TUE 11am
LOVE AT SECOND
SIGHT (TBC)

TUE 1.45pm
PROXIMA (TBC)

TUE 6pm. WED 1pm
WHO YOU THINK I AM
(M) TUE 8.15pm
ROOM 212 (TBA)

WED 11am
EDMOND (TBA)

WED 6pm
SOMONE,
SOMEWHERE (TBA)

WED 8.15pm

$10 TUESDAY!

BOOK NOW!
LIMITED SEATS!
www.frenchfilm

festival.co.nz 

Times may vary subject
to late changes

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

BUY now. 2m3 Pine
$120, 4m3 $220, 6m3
$320, 8m3 $430, 12m3
$640, short logs unsplit
20m3 $250. Mac’s
Wood. Ph 862 8876.

MANUKA, Old Man
Pine, Macrocarpa.
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz or ph Len, 021 053
5157.

WE ARE STILL OPEN
APPLES. Royal Gala,
Red & Golden
Delicious & Ballarat
Cookers. Packham
pears, grapes, sweet-
corn, squash pumpkins,
pea hay, and much
more at Teesdale
Orchard, Back Ormond
Rd. Open 7 days.
Eftpos available.

GRAPES, 154 Tucker
Rd. Sorry, sold out.
Thanks to all our
customers.

2 seater couches x2,
very good cond, $300
each. Ph 027 652 0388.

TE AOHOU MARAE

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

SUNDAY, 5th April
2020

- 11am -
To be held:

Patutahi Fire Station
17 Biggs Street

Patutahi

AGENDA

Minutes Previous AGM
2019

Financial Report
Replacement of

Trustees
Building Project Update

General Business

Jason Koia
(Chairperson)

GISBORNE
ARTISTS’ SOCIETY

AGM

Wednesday 25th
March

POSTPONED

REGRETTABLY
the Marina

Restaurant will be
closed until further

notice.

Ready-made meals
will be available.

Please phone
868 5919 to enquire.

Thank you for your
support.

Caroline and
Stephane

2 seater sofas x2.
(length 1.5m), very
good cond, $300ea ono.
Delux office chair. Ph
027 652 0388.

B B Q , Rinnai s/s on
wheels, 5 burners,
thermostat cabinet, full
gas bottle, clean, good
cond, $350. Ph 868
4504, 021 237 4077.

A D D Y . Asian lady,
size 6, busty 34DD,
excellent service, in/out
calls. Ph 021 169 2715.

ROCHELLE. Natural
beauty. Maori/Scottish
lady. Ph 0210 505 947.

BUNCH of 4 keys on a
keyring found on Okitu
Beach. To claim them
please phone (06) 867
8925.

BUILDER. No job to
small. Ph Dave 027
4407 127.

ELECTRICIAN . All
works certified. 10%
off hourly rate. Paul,
0226 783 024.

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.

TREE removals, tree
trimming. Greenwaste
removal, 0274 668 201.

Entertainment

NOTICE BOARD LOST & FOUNDMeetings

F o und

Work Wanted

Situations
Vacant

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

Fruit and 
Produce

Readers
Bargains

Readers
Bargains

AT YOUR SERVICE

Private Escorts

Public Notices

Secret Squirrel
Let us collect responses 
to your advertisements.

Only $7.00 (incl GST) 
for 30 days. 

Ask about Herald box 
numbers.

ph 869 0601

gisborne 
property

Every Thursday in your 

Gisborne Herald

A comprehensive guide 
to residential, rural and 
commercial properties 
listed for sale with local 

real estate agents.

Keep Your 
Privacy

Let us collect 

responses to your 

advertisements.

Only $7.00 (incl GST) 

for 30 days 

Ask about Herald  

box numbers

EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES

Breeding Unit Manager
Finishing Unit Manager

Visit 

www.trademe.co.nz 

for further 

information or contact 

Barry Grifin on
021 550 054

Featuring down-to-earth news and information for those 
who live and work on the land.

To advertise in our next issue contact 

Jane Smith on 869 0617.                                              Published May 27th
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Stay away  

from others  

if you’re sick

Wash and dry your hands  

often, especially after coughing  

or sneezing – use soap

Put your used tissue in the  

rubbish bin or in a plastic bag

Cover your mouth and 

nose with a tissue when  

you cough or sneeze

Protect your family/wha-nau from coronavirus

health.govt.nz/coronavirus

January 2020 | HP7328 31790-01



New South Wales races at Warwick Farm  Wednesday Jetbet 11  TAB doubles 3-4, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddie 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8

1 Sky Racing Active Plate 3.35
 $50,000, 2yo C&Gs Maiden SW, 1100m

 1  Codebreaker  (8)  56 91  J Parr 
 2 2s Damaged h (7)  56 100  T Marquand 
 3 4 Formentera  (9)  56 100  T Clark 
 4 7s Hot Spring Gold  (3)  56 100  N Rawiller 
 5  Long Weekend h (5)  56 91  J Mc Donald 
 6  Never Never River  (1)  56 93  
    R Dolan (a1.5)
 7  Ocean Emperor h (4)  56 93  J Collett 
 8  Overlord  (6)  56 90  K Mc Evoy 
 9  Sagacious  (10)  56 90  J Bowman 
 10  Tip Top Timing h (2)  56 90  T Berry 

2 Bisley Workwear Plate 4.10
 $50,000, 2yo Fillies Maiden SW, 1100m

 1  Autumn Falls h (6)  56 85  J Collett 
 2 3s4 Canadian Spice  (3)  56 95  B Avdulla 
 3  Drizzle  (8)  56 82  K Mc Evoy 
 4  Forbidden Love  (10)  56 82  T Berry 
 5  Heroess  (11)  56 82  T Clark 
 6  Latin Lyric  (12)  56 81  T Wolfgram 
 7  Lessing  (4)  56 82  G Boss 
 8 22 Miss Canada b (1)  56 100  J Bowman 
 9  Raison D’etre h (2)  56 83  J Mc Donald 
 10  Too Much Class h (7)  56 85  J Parr 
 11  Wild Irish  (5)  56 82  G Schofield 
 12 4 Xylaroo  (9)  56 91  N Rawiller 

3 Hyland Race Colours Plate 4.45
 $50,000, 3yo & up Maiden SW, 1300m

 1 7820 McGraw  (6)  59 75   
 2 3 Activation  (9)  58.5 91  T Berry 
 3 22s Battleground  (5)  58.5 100  T Clark 
 4 0s Bob’s Your Uncle  (4)  58.5 77  T Wolfgram 
 5 s443s Flinders h (2)  58.5 80  J Mc Donald 
 6 72 High Academy  (7)  57 83  K Mc Evoy 
 7 7422s Natanya  (1)  57 83  
    J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
 8 8633 Electric Daisy  (3)  56.5 78  L Cumberland 
 9 3s534 Twice As Special h (8)  56.5 95  
    T Marquand 

4 TAB Handicap 5.20
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 76, 2400m

 1 47Ps9 Fairlight dw (3)  58 97  K Mc Evoy 
 2 s9259 Monsieur Sisu twh (7)  58 95  
    Ms K O’Hara 
 3 s3271 Corncrake dwh (4)  57.5 97  J Bowman 
 4 6s562 Castel Sant’angelo tw (1)  56.5 97  
    T Clark 
 5 22880 Impavido wh (6)  55.5 99  J Ford 
 6 24431 Parry Sound w (2)  55.5 100  T Marquand 
 7 00s11 Sacramento w (8)  54 97  S Clipperton 
 8 66394 Mushroom Rock wh (9)  54 91  J Penza 
 9 66054 Vertex w (5)  54 87  B Ryan (a3)

5 Casino Prince @ Vinery 5.55
 $50,000, 3yo Benchmark 70, 1400m

 1 1113s Donandkim d (11)  61.5 86  J Innes Jnr 
 2 41452 Chat tdw (1)  60 100  N Rawiller 
 3 46s18 Surreal Step w (9)  59 96  T Berry 
 4 17s49 Camp Rifle  (4)  58.5 88  K Mc Evoy 
 5 0s111 Gironde w (8)  58.5 88  T Marquand 
 6 9s31 Good Stock cw (3)  58 97  T Clark 
 7 7s673 Havin’ Fun w (6)  57 94  S Clipperton 
 8 124s6 Starla n (10)  57 91  B Avdulla 
 9 150s3 Kavalmo  (7)  56 93  J Bowman 
 10 317s5 Rockarosa h (5)  56 90  J Mc Donald 
 11 11s49 Capri Lane wh (2)  55.5 89  J Collett 

6 Exceed And Excel @ Darley 6.30
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 78, 1100m

 1 s646s Bolero King tdwbhn (4)  61 85  
    J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
 2 4113s Rancho Notorious h (6)  59.5 90  
    J Mc Donald 
 3 16s12 Segalas dwb (8)  59 99  J Bowman 
 4 295s9 Nictock tdh (2)  58 90  K Mc Evoy 
 5 2s162 Witherspoon w (10)  58 100  
    Ms L Day (a3)
 6 10s17 Red Notice dw (9)  57 93  J Collett 
 7 287s5 Who’s Knocking w (7)  57 94  T Clark 
 8 9s395 Omar w (5)  56 95  J Innes Jnr 
 9 111s Military Magic n (3)  55 94  
    Ms C Graham (a3)
 10 077s5 Star Crossed dw (1)  55 94  N Rawiller 
 11 s5103 Liberty Sun dn (11)  54.5 91  B Ryan (a3)

7 Schweppes Handicap 7.05
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 70, 1200m

 1 55913 Isorich tdwn (15)  61.5 92  Ms M Weir (a3)
 2 6s225 Intrinsic wb (9)  60.5 96  
    Ms S Clenton (a1.5)
 3 47294 All From Scrap d (2)  60 97  Ms L Day (a3)
 4 144s1 Jetski d (5)  60 100  Ms C Graham (a3)
 5 311s1 Beach Baby dh (4)  59 96  R Dolan (a1.5)
 6 1460s The Cartoonist wh (12)  58.5 90  
    Ms S Metcalfe (a3)

 7 93373 Irish Songs dw (10)  58 94  B Griffiths (a3)
 8 s5563 Soul Star h (3)  58 98  J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
 9 s4241 Feather  (13)  57.5 97  B Ryan (a3)
 10 4112s Writing Unexpected wbh (11)  57 88   
 11 130s3 Caccini dw (7)  55 89  Ms J Duggan (a2)
 12 13335 Moccasin Miss h (14)  55 95   
EMERGENCIES:
 13 s2384 Art Of Excellence twh (6)  56.5 94  
    Chris C Williams (a2)
 14 47154 American Salute dwh (1)  55.5 92  
    C Noble (a1.5)
 15 188s3 Power Of Attorney  (8)  54 92   

8 TAB Venue Mode Handicap 7.40
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 76, 1600m

 1 s4292 Laure Me In dwh (11)  61 92  J Collett 
 2 12s96 Travancore cdwh (2)  61 95  Ms L Day (a3)
 3 7s091 Kaapfever tcdwh (1)  60.5 96  J Parr 
 4 51238 Dio D’oro whn (8)  59.5 94  T Marquand 
 5 23185 Cisco Bay cwhn (6)  58 100  
    J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
 6 866s4 Lady Cuvee t (7)  57.5 92  T Berry 
 7 406s6 Creator  (12)  57 91  J Bowman 
 8 2913s Loveseat dwb (3)  55.5 90  J Mc Donald 
 9 3115s Maybach twb (10)  55.5 87  A Hyeronimus 
 10 1317 Gone Bye  (13)  55 94  R Dolan (a1.5)
 11 9s512 Miyake  (9)  54 88  K Mc Evoy 
 12 21s85 Elkano wh (4)  54 90   
 13 50s90 Spooky Wooky wh (5)  54 87  Ms J Taylor 

Selections
Race 1: DAMAGED, FORMENTERA, NEVER NEVER RIVER

Race 2: MISS CANADA, HEROESS, RAISON D’ETRE

Race 3: BATTLEGROUND, FLINDERS, TWICE AS SPECIAL

Race 4: SACRAMENTO, CASTEL SANT’ANGELO, CORNCRAKE

Race 5: GOOD STOCK, STARLA, KAVALMO

Race 6: MILITARY MAGIC, SEGALAS, BOLERO KING

Race 7: JETSKI, INTRINSIC, ISORICH

Race 8: CISCO BAY, MIYAKE, KAAPFEVER

Queensland races at Eagle Farm  Wednesday Jetbet 14  TAB doubles 3-4, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddie 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8

1 XXXX Dry Handicap 3.53
 $27,500, Maiden, 1200m

 1 324s Divine Eleven b (6)  59 100  J Byrne 

 2  Final Warning  (8)  59 84   

 3 6s Valet h (5)  58.5 100  J Byrne 

 4 0s5 Youpe  (4)  58.5 86  J Murphy (a2)

 5 0s6s Music Award h (9)  57.5 89  T Marshall 

 6 45s55 Ronnie  (2)  57.5 95  N Fazackerley (a3)

 7 5 Vivid Fortress b (10)  57 92  R Fradd 

 8 7602s Debonair Des  (3)  54 88  M Hellyer 

 9 82377 Euleilah h (1)  54 92  A Allen 

 10 04805 Meaner h (7)  54 91  Ms M Wishart (a3)

2 Eva Air Plate 4.28
 $27,500, 2yo Maiden SW, 1300m

 1 2 Accardo  (3)  57 95  Justin P Stanley 
 2 82 Doctor Costello  (1)  57 88  B Nothdurft (a)
 3 864 Gentle Prince  (7)  57 85  A Thompson (a2)
 4 9s5 Go Factor  (4)  57 82  J Orman 
 5 9s64 Exposed Secret h (5)  55 91  
    M R Du Plessis 
 6 049 Mishani Unspoken h (6)  55 88  
    T Marshall 
 7 72 Papaya h (2)  55 100  J Huxtable (a2)

3 Kirin Plate 5.03
 $27,500, 3yo Fillies Maiden SW, 1200m

 1 65s3 Adelita Rose  (1)  57 87  M Mc Guren 
 2  Citrus Burst  (8)  57 81  W O’Connell 
 3 6s I Am A Rocker h (7)  57 72  L Tarrant 
 4  Isabella’s Spring h (3)  57 82  
    C Bayliss (a2)
 5 24640 Kusama h (2)  57 91  L V Cassidy 
 6 343s3 La Trioli b (10)  57 95  J Byrne 
 7 8522 Lady Melba bh (6)  57 100  B Nothdurft (a)
 8  Mithu  (4)  57 83  J Orman 
 9  Shizuru  (9)  57 82  R Fradd 
 10 5 Vivid Fortress b (5)  57 86  R Maloney 

4 Gallopers Sports Club Hcp 5.38
 $35,000, Class 6, 1400m

 1 6126s Pleased w (6)  58 78  Ms S Thornton (a1.5)

 2 62817 Shalwa th (1)  57.5 100  A Thompson (a2)
 3 2544s Park Chinois cdwh (4)  56.5 93  
    J Murphy (a2)
 4 136s6 Polemic t (3)  56 83  J Byrne 
 5 146s5 La Pulga  (2)  54 96  R Fradd 
 6 39069 Veni Vidi Vici dw (5)  54 84  
    Ms M Wishart (a3)

5 Souths Sports Club Plate 6.13
 $27,500, 3yo C&Gs Maiden SW, 1200m

 1 47s3 Angus The Black h (3)  57 100  
    B Nothdurft (a)
 2 4s Degas h (10)  57 96  L V Cassidy 
 3 324s Divine Eleven b (6)  57 97  J Byrne 
 4  Final Warning  (4)  57 90   
 5 7s Fiorente Star h (1)  57 97  D Smith 
 6 6s6s Flash Patch h (8)  57 94  M R Du Plessis 
 7 228s3 Hearts Denied bh (7)  57 98  R Fradd 
 8 3s6 Perfect Quality  (5)  57 90  R Maloney 
 9 0s99 Top Order h (2)  57 88  C Bayliss (a2)
 10 6s Valet h (11)  57 95   
EMERGENCY:
 11 505s Validar h (9)  57 95  J Orman 

6 Treasury Brisbane Hcp 6.48
 $35,000, Class 2, 1600m

 1 32313 Fairy Me Home dw (11)  59 94  R Fradd 
 2 — Plenty SCRATCHED

 3 394s0 Obelos dw (3)  58 90  M R Du Plessis 
 4 661s9 Rexx dw (9)  58 91  M Mc Gillivray 

 5 534s7 Nicholas dwh (2)  57.5 100  J Byrne 
 6 53313 Raise An Army d (7)  57 91   
 7 1s916 Rock ‘n’ Sol wh (12)  57 97  
    B Nothdurft (a)
 8 40s32 Enterprise Jack w (10)  56.5 96  M Cahill 
 9 4s980 Vive Marie d (4)  56 93  A Mallyon 
 10 41731 Calabria  (1)  55 92  A Allen 
 11 s1414 Lochita dwb (8)  54.5 92  R Maloney 
 12 67434 Hannah’s Song  (14)  54 92  Ms R Palmer 
EMERGENCIES:
 13 s5746 Duchess Of Rose hn (5)  54 92   
 14 10066 Back The Rock h (6)  54 93   

7 Lexus Handicap 7.23
 $35,000, Rating 70, 1200m

 1 47s6s Sniponet w (5)  59 86  A Sewell 
 2 740s1 I Am The General dwn (12)  58 88  
    N Keal (a3)
 3 75355 Perfect Aim dwb (6)  57.5 94  J Orman 
 4 1193s Erringhi Spring wbh (8)  57 87  S Cormack 
 5 89s44 Fasano wh (7)  56.5 100  R Fradd 
 6 73434 Make A Ruler dwn (9)  55.5 88  
    J Huxtable (a2)
 7 66122 Mishani Istana wn (1)  55.5 87  
    A Thompson (a2)
 8 635s2 Ella Divine dh (10)  54.5 89  
    M R Du Plessis 
 9 3s1s1 Okeechobee w (14)  54 96  R Maloney 
 10 46877 Machu Picchu dw (3)  54 78  
    Ms L G Cheshire 

EMERGENCIES:
 11 33308 Yu Long Sheng Hui dwh (2)  55 83  
    M Cahill 
 12 132s Gee Tee Tee dwbh (4)  55 88  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 13 s9232 Dixie  (11)  54 94  B Nothdurft (a)
 14 23072 In Great Nic dh (13)  54 91   

8 TAB Handicap 7.58
 $35,000, Open, 1200m

 1 440s7 Sabkhat wh (11)  59.5 82  J Huxtable (a2)
 2 19171 Mishani El Lobo cdwn (3)  58.5 89  
    A Thompson (a2)
 3 7s655 Ringo’s A Rockstar dw (1)  58 92  
    J Orman 
 4 848s0 Top Striker dw (10)  57.5 85  D Smith 
 5 74159 Invincible Al cdwhn (5)  56.5 100  
    B Nothdurft (a)
 6 540s3 Victory Eight dw (2)  54 94  
    M R Du Plessis 
 7 130s7 Solar Star dwhn (4)  54 97  J Byrne 
 8 48976 Bold Chance dwn (8)  54 88  L Tarrant 
 9 180s4 Drumbeat’s Choice dw (12)  54 83  
    A Sewell 
 10 9146s Valario cdwn (9)  54 91  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
EMERGENCIES:
 11 63s00 Mogador wn (13)  54 82   
 12 3286s Brains tdwh (7)  54 86  J Murphy (a2)
 13 541s0 Pressway twh (6)  54 82  M Cahill 

Selections
Race 1: DIVINE ELEVEN, VALET, FINAL WARNING

Race 2: ACCARDO, PAPAYA, DOCTOR COSTELLO

Race 3: LADY MELBA, LA TRIOLI, ISABELLA’S SPRING

Race 4: PLEASED, SHALWA, LA PULGA

Race 5: HEARTS DENIED, DIVINE ELEVEN, DEGAS

Race 6: ENTERPRISE JACK, FAIRY ME HOME,  

 HANNAH’S SONG

Race 7: FASANO, DIXIE, ERRINGHI SPRING

Race 8: MISHANI EL LOBO, BRAINS, VALARIO

Victoria races at Sandown Hillside  Wednesday Jetbet 12  TAB doubles 3-4, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddie 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8

1 Long Fine Plate 4.55
 $50,000, 3yo & up Maiden SW, 1500m

 1 59s22 He’s Run Away  (4)  58.5 95  J Noonan 
 2 42453 Orrong Road  (1)  58.5 91  C Douglas 
 3  Fend Off  (2)  58 87  B Allen 
 4 3 Fort Wayne b (10)  58 99  J Childs 
 5 0 Speedwell  (9)  58 83  L Riordan (a2)
 6 s9497 The Last Warrior  (3)  58 85  
    D Stackhouse 
 7 s00s0 Peace Lily  (8)  56.5 78  C Rawiller (a3)
 8 848s4 Phenomenal Dancer  (5)  56.5 92  
    L King (a2)

 9 6s3 Crackerjack Lady  (7)  56 89  
    T Nugent (a2)
 10 2 Kansino  (6)  56 100  J Allen 

2 Ladbrokes Handicap 5.30
 $50,000, 2yo Fillies, 1300m

 1 7s71 Sunflare  (3)  59.5 96  D Yendall 
 2 3 Chica Fuerte  (2)  58.5 85  M Zahra 
 3 35 D’arbanville  (5)  58.5 100  C Williams 
 4 3 Klatten  (4)  58.5 88  E Brown 
 5 2 Regina Mundi  (6)  58.5 93  R Bayliss 
 6  Rose Of Sebring  (1)  58.5 78  L Nolen 
 7  Saucy Deluxe  (7)  58.5 80  D Stackhouse 
 8 8s4 Thala  (8)  57.5 92  D Lane 

3 Ladbrokes Same Race Multi 6.05
 $50,000, 3yo & up Class 1, 1300m

 1 1 Sovereign Legend n (14)  60.5 97  
    Ms L Meech 
 2 137s5 Cielo D’oro w (12)  60 95  R Bayliss 
 3 1 Let’s Get Tramped  (1)  60 92  M Dee 
 4 123 Strike A Beau dbn (9)  60 94  M Walker 
 5 1458s Truffle House  (10)  60 95  L Riordan (a2)
 6 s4418 Teebird  (3)  59.5 93  D Dunn 
 7 44482 Preliminaires wb (6)  58 92  J Noonan 
 8 821s4 Key To The Mak w (7)  57.5 93  
    D Stackhouse 
 9 9s536 Sealed dn (4)  57.5 100  W Price (a3)
 10 8228s Suretoshine n (5)  57.5 91  Ms J Kah 
 11 187s6 Zoupino wb (2)  57.5 94  J Bowditch 
 12 7s130 Another Prince w (13)  56.5 91  
    H Grace (a3)
 13 104s8 Marcada d (11)  56.5 90  J McNeil 
EMERGENCIES:
 14 20313 Evening Spirit  (8)  56 90  B Mertens 
 15 0307s Meet The Missus  (15)  56 73  Ms B Grylls 

4 Ladbrokes Switch Hcp 6.40
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 70, 2400m

 1 414s2 Glorious Sinndar dwn (11)  64 95  
    Ms M Julius (a3)
 2 45343 Mitrust bn (9)  62.5 93  F W Kersley (a1.5)
 3 46260 Jack Regan w (10)  61.5 96  T Nugent (a2)
 4 01231 Budd Fox t (5)  61 99  D Thornton 
 5 s8685 Pelonomena d (1)  60 97  Ms J Eaton (a2)
 6 41122 Konkalikon  (3)  59 95  N Callow 
 7 46443 Clementina w (12)  58 97  D Lane 
 8 s1158 Just A Joke w (7)  57.5 96  Ms L Meech 
 9 58021 Tigre Royale cdw (8)  57.5 100  J Allen 
 10 46s90 Zilbiyr dw (2)  57 89  D Dunn 
 11 44s61 Anna Mae wn (13)  56 90   
 12 30314 Enrico Pallazzo d (6)  56 94  C Williams 
 13 s4433 Jenstar  (4)  56 98  T Stockdale (a3)

5 Thoroughbred Club Hcp 7.15
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 64, 1800m

 1 11413 Schweinsteiger dw (7)  62.5 89  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 2 s26s0 Alessandro  (2)  61.5 85  B Rawiller 
 3 117s7 Yulong August  (1)  61.5 89  L King (a2)
 4 8s814 Big Brew w (15)  61 90  M Zahra 
 5 8s511 Rexmont w (11)  61 86  
    Ms G Cartwright (a2)
 6 23055 Blue Bear w (12)  60.5 88  C Rawiller (a3)
 7 5s315 Steinbrenner wn (17)  60.5 92  J Bowditch 
 8 53441 Touch Of Mink wn (10)  60 91  
    T Nugent (a2)
 9 62034 Black Beau Tie w (8)  59.5 92  J Noonan 
 10 11s75 Little Phoenix  (4)  59.5 90  M Walker 
 11 32232 Anchorman bn (5)  59 95  C Williams 
 12 2s505 Von Mystic w (14)  58.5 90  C Rawiller (a3)
 13 10264 Rhythmic Queen d (16)  58 91  
    Ms M Julius (a3)

 14 786s1 Carrie wn (6)  57.5 100  D Lane 
 15 22212 Prophecies  (9)  56 95  J McNeil 
EMERGENCIES:
 16 s5517 Shockingly n (18)  58 87  H Grace (a3)
 17 s7059 Captain Rhett w (3)  58 90   
 18 s9535 Hunboshi cw (13)  60.5 92  B Allen 

6 Ladbrokes Back Yourself 7.50
 $50,000, 3yo Fillies Benchmark 64, 1300m

 1 s137s Aladaala wn (12)  61.5 91  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 2 220s6 Splendoronthegrass w (17)  60.5 95  
    L King (a2)
 3 s179s Charleise  (5)  59.5 100  J Allen 
 4 1s Glassey Miss w (4)  59.5 92  J McNeil 
 5 1 Marcheechi  (14)  59.5 92  J Allen 
 6 120s Night Express  (16)  59.5 90  M Zahra 
 7 1 Under My Spell  (1)  59.5 88  M Dee 
 8 8s4s3 You Hadme At Hello  (8)  59.5 88  
    W Price (a3)
 9 15442 Brazen Song  (15)  59 92  T Nugent (a2)
 10 s5626 Chivargo dw (2)  59 92  D Dunn 
 11 s2231 Echo Boomer  (11)  59 83  B Mertens 
 12 13943 Llessur  (6)  59 94  D Lane 
 13 221s0 Sandsation wn (7)  59 93  L Riordan (a2)
EMERGENCIES:
 14 218s5 Jealice  (3)  58.5 100  C Williams 
 15 4318s Diaquin w (9)  58.5 91  B Thompson 
 16 s3166 Give Val A Ring w (13)  58.5 91  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 17 48290 Feign  (10)  58 97   

7 Ladbrokes Odds Boost 8.25
 $50,000, 3yo & up F&M Benchmark 70, 
1600m

 1 0s005 Camelle dw (10)  61.5 87   
 2 8s811 Te Ata dw (7)  61 90  W Price (a3)

 3 45511 Tea Tales dw (5)  60 86  Ms J Eaton (a2)
 4 72551 Duns ‘n’ Roses n (11)  59.5 85  M Zahra 
 5 5s942 Global Sanction tdwn (12)  59.5 89  
    J Childs 
 6 1s3s8 Monaafasah  (9)  59.5 82  D Lane 
 7 22134 Part Time Lover  (4)  59 90  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 8 40s21 Elegant Snitz dwn (13)  58.5 85  
    D Stackhouse 
 9 4s635 Influential Girl wn (1)  58.5 89  
    F W Kersley (a1.5)
 10 47333 Seles w (8)  58 88  C Williams 
 11 736s3 Affair To Remember wb (14)  56.5 100  
    J Allen 
 12 7s643 All Too Terrific  (2)  56 87  D Dunn 
 13 35s57 Frazil w (3)  56 94  J McNeil 
 14 77s26 Manhattan Vixen dwn (6)  56 82  
    C Rawiller (a3)

8 Clanbrooke Racing Hcp 9.00
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 64, 1500m

 1 19523 Ammoudi Bay  (8)  61.5 98  
    Ms M Julius (a3)
 2 0579s Sirkos  (5)  61.5 94  Ms J Kah 
 3 13228 Predicated dw (9)  61 98  M Poy (a1.5)
 4 26111 Subrunner d (7)  61 96  L King (a2)
 5 51547 The Regiment dn (1)  60 99  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 6 5521s Fields Of Yulong  (6)  59 92  C Williams 
 7 2s11 Red Rossini  (2)  59 98  D Yendall 
 8 s2s21 Lodestar w (4)  58.5 100  T Nugent (a2)
 9 53150 So Schmick  (3)  58.5 95  B Rawiller 
 10 1s855 Florida Dream dw (12)  57.5 90  
    L German (a3)
 11 42645 Millie The Missile dw (10)  56.5 96  
    D Stackhouse 
 12 99s97 Behave dw (11)  56 92  J Bowditch 

Selections
Race 1: KANSINO, ORRONG ROAD, FORT WAYNE

Race 2: D’ARBANVILLE, SUNFLARE, REGINA MUNDI

Race 3: SOVEREIGN LEGEND, STRIKE A BEAU,  

 LET’S GET TRAMPED

Race 4: CLEMENTINA, JACK REGAN, KONKALIKON

Race 5: PROPHECIES, CARRIE, TOUCH OF MINK

Race 6: CHARLEISE, LLESSUR, CHIVARGO

Race 7: DUNS ‘N’ ROSES, GLOBAL SANCTION, SELES

Race 8: AMMOUDI BAY, FIELDS OF YULONG, RED ROSSINI

Western Australia races at Ascot  Wednesday Jetbet 16  TAB doubles 3-4, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddie 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8

1 TABtouch Better Your Bet 5.59
 $30,000, 2yo 0MW SW+P, 1100m

 1 4 American Grin h (3)  57 91  J Noske 
 2  Wandulu h (1)  57 80  S Parnham 
 3 24 Justhandy  (7)  55 95  J Azzopardi 
 4 2 Queen Brown h (6)  55 100  C Parnham 
 5 45s5 Rebel Tail  (2)  55 89  T Turner 
 6  Dash Cam h (5)  55 84  B Parnham 
 7  Hell’s Belle  (4)  55 82  C Staples 

2 All Flags Signs & Banners 6.34
 $30,000, 3yo 0MWLY, 1000m

 1 s1711 Time To Sizzle tcwh (2)  60 100  Ms C Azzopardi (a2)
 2 31247 River Beau  (4)  59.5 92  J Whiting 

 3 0s59s Rubic Rose th (6)  59.5 86  K Dhurun (a4)
 4 2s At War h (3)  59 99  C Parnham 
 5 6s244 Pure Dynamite dh (5)  59 97  S Parnham 
 6 32332 Semigel  (1)  59 100  W Pike 
 7 493 Lies ‘n’ Deception h (7)  58 90  P Hall 

3 Western Racepix 7.09
 $20,000, 3yo & up Maiden SW, 1000m

 1 42s9s Tovarich h (2)  59 85  Ms K Yuill 
 2 6s Red Hot Dubai h (11)  59 88  R Hill 
 3  Schoolhouse Rock h (10)  59 83  J Turner 
 4 2 Imperialism  (4)  58 100  W Pike 
 5 0 Art Admirer h (3)  58 79  Ms N Faithfull 
 6  Dash To Victory h (6)  58 84  S Mc Gruddy 
 7  For Our Nic h (7)  58 85  J Whiting 
 8 75s84 Return  (8)  57 88  Ms C Azzopardi (a2)
 9 426s2 Alien From Mars  (13)  57 86  J Noske 
 10 7345s Looks Like Magic h (9)  57 85  S Parnham 
 11 25655 Rock The Planet  (12)  57 96  Ms S Altieri 
 12  Fortune’s Gift h (5)  57 86  P Harvey 
 13  Kirigami h (1)  56 91  C Parnham 

4 Amelia Park Handicap 7.44
 $25,000, 3yo & up Class 3, 1000m

 1 28906 Daishio dwh (5)  62 94  C Graham (a3)
 2 75s66 Smart Fox dw (3)  62 94  Ms C Azzopardi (a2)
 3 5s11 Son Of A God cdwh (7)  59.5 100  W Pike 
 4 3828s Weld  (4)  59 90  P Carbery 

 5 03093 Ngawi ch (6)  58.5 97  S O’Donnell 
 6 1476s Lil’ Red Bikini th (8)  58 88  R Hill 
 7 2s990 Heroic Words  (9)  55.5 83  C Haddon 
 8 s6090 Highway Glory  (2)  55 86  Ms R Forrest 
 9 74545 Scotopia n (1)  55 87  L Ramoly (a3)

5 Devil’s Lair Handicap 8.15
 $25,000, 2yo & up Class 3, 1600m

 1 55001 Cocky Dodd  (2)  61 99  M Pateman 
 2 005s3 Nordic King t (1)  61 100  W Pike 
 3 s8086 Duck Feet td (6)  60 100  
    Ms B Banovic-Edwards (a3)
 4 26315 Our Idyll d (8)  59.5 96  T Turner 
 5 27s38 Burning Magic  (4)  56.5 95  
    Ms C Azzopardi (a2)
 6 41795 Dipara th (3)  56.5 94  J Noske 
 7 97380 Langley td (5)  55.5 93  S Parnham 
 8 s7999 Nicconi’s Boy cdh (10)  55.5 91  B Parnham 
 9 00885 Mekong Den dw (7)  55 97  C Parnham 
 10 s9043 The Cornish dh (9)  55 93  J Azzopardi 

6 Glenroy Chaff Handicap 8.50
 $25,000, 2yo & up Class 3, 1600m

 1 — Yulong Earth SCRATCHED

 2 74578 Ombudsman w (4)  61 97  P Harvey 
 3 2s121 Come Right Back c (3)  60 100  J Noske 
 4 170s6 Vintage Stock tw (5)  60 97  P Carbery 
 5 7s011 That’s Funny Az wh (10)  59.5 99  W Pike 

 6 64262 Pink ‘n’ Gray  (2)  59 96  Ms K Yuill 
 7 150s9 Onya Head dh (6)  58 99  C Graham (a3)
 8 69s74 Altamont wh (8)  56.5 95  S Parnham 
 9 019s0 Salvaged c (7)  56 92  C Haddon 
 10 20058 Flying Target  (11)  55 94  Ms L Warwick 
 11 0700s We’ll Meet Again h (1)  55 94  
    L Ramoly (a3)

7 Little Creatures Handicap 9.27
 $25,000, 2yo & up Class 1, 1400m

 1 96218 Bruce Almighty th (7)  61 88  
    K Dhurun (a4)
 2 549s7 Ensign Pulver w (10)  61 84  J Whiting 
 3 43315 The Honeyman twh (4)  61 87  P Harvey 
 4 731s0 Rush’n Machine d (5)  60 84  
    Ms M Derrick (a3)
 5 14000 Pub Brawl  (14)  58.5 88  A Kennedy 
 6 33s51 Beret dw (6)  58 100  W Pike 
 7 2678s Bombardment dh (3)  58 82  B Parnham 

 8 — Good Fortune SCRATCHED

 9 31 Lady Nobel  (1)  57 94  J Azzopardi 
 10 84561 Paty’s Forcast  (2)  57 86  Ms R Forrest 
 11 0449s Our Bonnie Girl d (8)  56 75  S Parnham 
 12 05008 Bangcrash  (12)  55 80  S Mc Gruddy 
 13 s7659 Bodega Beau  (13)  55 85  C Haddon 
 14 95466 Norton n (15)  55 87  Ms K Yuill 
 15 40s69 Two Eye See  (11)  55 82  Ms J Noske 

8 Pimm’s Handicap 10.07
 $30,000, 2yo & up 0MWLY, 1400m

 1 3s794 Brockhoff whn (2)  60 92  
    Ms C Azzopardi (a2)
 2 s7235 Confluence dwn (5)  59 98  J Noske 
 3 58261 Resistance twh (11)  59 93  P Hall 
 4 320s4 Next Stop The Moon dw (7)  58.5 97  
    C Graham (a3)
 5 54726 Grey Enigma cwh (3)  58 96  B Parnham 
 6 00432 Super Teroitoa th (16)  57 92  J Turner 
 7 167s0 Turbo Power cwh (13)  57 92  C Parnham 
 8 80317 Vital Blast dh (9)  57 92  S O’Donnell 
 9 13788 Pirates Mistress dh (4)  56.5 91  
    Ms R Forrest 
 10 s2316 Convicted Man d (6)  56 91  Ms E Stent 
 11 3583s I’m Icey wh (12)  56 89  S Parnham 
 12 5s378 I’m Pretty dwb (1)  56 100  W Pike 
 13 60s55 Adrian Makfi cd (8)  55.5 95  
    Ms K Bennett (a3)
 14 4189s Bon Signore td (14)  55 84  Ms L Staples 
 15 s7567 Fancy Fox t (17)  55 89  Ms L Warwick 
 16 88s21 Mercy Prevails d (10)  55 91  Ms K Yuill 
EMERGENCIES:
 17 37807 Jaspara tcdwh (18)  55 88  J Whiting 
 18 534s5 Slick Talker td (15)  55 84  
    Ms V Corver (a4)
 19 67757 Bold Victory tw (20)  55 91   
 20 46703 Greco cdw (19)  55 86  Ms M Derrick (a3)

Selections
Race 1: QUEEN BROWN, JUSTHANDY, HELL’S BELLE

Race 2: TIME TO SIZZLE, AT WAR, PURE DYNAMITE

Race 3: IMPERIALISM, ALIEN FROM MARS,  

 SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK

Race 4: SON OF A GOD, SMART FOX, NGAWI

Race 5: NORDIC KING, COCKY DODD, DUCK FEET

Race 6: PINK ‘N’ GRAY, COME RIGHT BACK, OMBUDSMAN

Race 7: BERET, THE HONEYMAN, LADY NOBEL

Race 8: CONFLUENCE, RESISTANCE, VITAL BLAST
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SYDNEY — Australian leg-spin great 
Shane Warne has turned his hand from 
making gin to making hand-sanitiser as 
shortages frustrate attempts to control 
the coronavirus outbreak.

Warne, who retired from test cricket in 
2007 with 708 wickets, is part-owner of 
the award-winning SevenZeroEight gin 
distillery.

The co-founders of the company include 
two prominent West Australian surgeons 
and Warne said the company would turn 
its production from gin to alcohol hand 
rubs which would be provided to two 
hospitals in the western state.

“This is a challenging time for 
Australians and we all need to do what 
we can to help our healthcare system 
combat this disease and save lives,” 
Warne said.

“I am happy SevenZeroEight has the 
ability to make this shift and encourage 
others to do the same.”

Warne has a history of charitable 
work. In January, a “Baggy Green” 
Australia cap he offered at auction raised 
A$1,007,500 for victims of wild fires that 
ravaged Australia’s eastern states.

Turning from gin to sanitiser

SHANE WARNE

A GRANDDAUGHTER of Fred Williams, 
Tolaga Bay’s New Zealand heavyweight 
boxing champion of 1913, has contacted 
The Gisborne Herald with information about 
him.

Laura Knight’s grandfather was one of 

the boxers mentioned in a Herald article 
last week about Bert Lowe, Gisborne’s first 
national heavyweight champion.

Lowe lost his New Zealand title to 
Williams in the Gisborne Opera House in 
February 1913, but won it back at the same 

venue eight months later.
Laura Knight said her grandfather and 

Lowe were good friends.
Fred Williams was born in Australia in 

1882 and served in the Boer War.
He came to New Zealand in 1907 and 

at Tolaga Bay met the French woman who 
became his wife.

He later worked as a barber in Hamilton.
Fred Williams died in 1953 and was 

buried in the services section of a Hamilton 
cemetery.

Fred Williams: Tolaga Bay’s national heavyweight champion

by Oliver Caffrey, AAP

MELBOURNE — The AFL and its clubs 
are reeling following a brutal day of job cuts 
prompted by the coronavirus pandemic, 
which has halted the season after just 
one round and plunged the industry into 
financial chaos.

Roughly 80 percent of the AFL’s 
workforce has been stood down, with the 
competition postponed until at least May 31.

Staff at all 18 clubs were let go yesterday 
as Australia’s richest sporting code 
grapples with the most challenging period 
in its history.

Players have offered to take a 50 percent 
pay cut for at least the next two months, 
while coaches last week agreed to a 20 
percent reduction when games were being 
played in empty stadiums. That figure is 

sure to increase.
The sport’s leaders spoke about the pain 

of what is being labelled football’s “Black 
Monday”.

“It’s been a tough day and it was really 
about getting our players the best possible 
care we could, making sure we get them 
set up in what is going to be a challenging 
couple of months,” rookie Adelaide coach 
Matthew Nicks told Fox Footy.

“Our priority was to really get them with 
loved ones . . . with borders closing down 
it’s more of a challenge travelling around 
the country.”

AFL executives, including chief executive 
Gillon McLachlan, are taking a minimum 20 
percent pay cut.

All remaining staff at the AFL will have 
reduced hours during the shut-down period, 
while casual workers have been let go.

AFL and its clubs reeling 
from shutdown job cuts
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 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Jenny Slate, 38; Sarah Jessica Parker, 55; Marcia Cross, 58; Elton John, 73.

Happy Birthday:
Sensitive issues will surface this year, leaving you no choice but to address 
them and carry on with your life. Change is within reach, but it will require 
effort on your part if you want to have a say in the outcome. There has never 
been a greater need for prudence, accountability and moderation. Stick to a 
plan, and do your best. Your numbers are 4, 17, 21, 27, 32, 35, 49.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Refuse to let situations spin out of control. Size up what's going on, consider 
your options and proceed with caution. If you act in haste, you will make a 
costly mistake. Find a positive way to deal with any opposition you encounter. 
3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Size up situations quickly, and avoid resistance. Consider what you can do 
to improve your life. A personal change will strengthen your relationships 
with others. Share an idea you have with someone who can help make your 
dream come true. 3 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Offer to help others. Your response will lead to an encounter with someone 
who can shed light on a personal situation you face. Personal gains are 
possible if you use discipline, honesty and personal sacriices. 4 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Don't wait; make a decision. It doesn't matter what others do or think; it's up 
to you to do what's best for yourself. Finish what you start before you take on 
something new, and you will ind it easier to move forward. 2 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Drama will attract attention. Before you head down that path, consider 
what you want and how to go about getting it without looking bad. Strive for 
equality, making stable connections and being productive, and you'll project a 
positive image. 5 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Think twice before you get involved in someone's pursuit. Don't take a risk 
or donate to something that won't beneit you. Spend time with someone you 
love, and you'll ind it easier to put your professional life in perspective. 3 
stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Take care of your emotional needs. Spend time on self-improvement and 
honing your skills. Conidence will help you reach your goals, and knowing 
what you are capable of doing will help you move forward with the inesse 
required to be successful. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Turn your talent into cash. Modify your space so that it will help you reach 
your goal. Invest in yourself and what you have to offer. Your ability to set 
trends and adapt to whatever transpires will help you excel. 3 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Look over your choices, and make a decision that will accommodate what 
you want to pursue. The changes that take place may not be welcome at irst, 
but once you settle in and work with the adjustments made, you will succeed. 
5 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Embrace change, and make it work. Use your intelligence and foresight to 
create a scenario that will put you in the best position. An insensitive remark 
from someone will get you back on track. Don't take offense; learn from the 
experience. 2 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Personal aspects of your life will need an adjustment. Make your feelings and 
your suggestions clear to anyone who may be affected by your plans. Getting 
together with an old friend will impact your life. Your sensitivity will bring 
positive results. 4 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Look for a unique way to use your skills. The change or diversity you 
implement into your everyday routine will be gratifying. Share your feelings 
and reactions to the response respectfully, and you'll ind a positive solution. 
3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are stylish, questioning and witty. You are demonstrative and unique.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD  No 10,947

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Wealthy (4)
 8. Inordinate (10)
 9. Cloudy (8)
 10. Raise (4)
 12. Firm (6)
 14. Astral (6)
 15. Slanderer (6)
 17. Composer (6)
 18. Brave man (4)
 19. Furtive (8)
 21. Recompense 

(4,6)
 22. Season (4)

 2. Unavoidable 
(10)

 3. Listen (4)
 4. Reverence (6)
 5. Diminishes (6)
 6. Sturdy (8)
 7. Let it stand (4)
 11. Move steadily 

on (5,5)
 13. Gave  (8)
 16. Summary (6)
 17. Not blind (6)
 18. Psalm (4)
 20. Hindmost (4)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK

Across: 7 Torso; 8 Eminent; 9 
Ancient; 10 Throw; 12 Torrential; 
15 Expatiated; 18 Trai l ;  19 
Shelter; 21 Dresser; 22 Stain.
Down: 1 Attachment; 2 Trick; 3 
Cope; 4 Mentor; 5 Distance; 6 
Refrain;  11 Wel lspr ing; 13 
Ou tc lass ;  14  Appare l ;  16 
Absurd; 17 Stray; 20 Else. 
CRYPTIC

Across: 7 Users; 8 Context; 9 
T o p s i d e ;  1 0  C e d e d ;  1 2 
Distribute; 15 Second-hand; 18 
D r e a m ;  1 9  N o t a b l e ;  2 1 
Penance; 22 Tiffs.
Down: 1 Buttressed; 2 Peeps; 3 
Asti; 4 Accept; 5 Inaction; 6 
Needful; 11 Dress sense; 13 
Ignominy ;  14  Sc reens  16 
Hunter; 17 Abaft; 20 Tote.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 10,946
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1  Pay a visit to 100 - 
that’s the lot (4)

 8. Continuously being 
extended (2,1,7)

 9. No temporary status 
(8)

 10. Uncommon in the 
interior areas (4)

 12. Made his way to get 
married without 
purpose (6)

 14. Sounds like a vehicle 
to kill! (6)

 15. Swordsman putting up 
defensive railings? (6)

 17. Modernise to give a 
flying engagement? (6)

 18. Volcano features in 
street name (4)

 19. Keeps up with us in 
blemishes (8)

 21. Its terms may well be 
instructive (6,4)

 22. Get rid of this shack! 
(4)

 2. Friendly greetings 
implying none are 
inferior (3,3,4)

 3. Grass featured in the 
nth bit of legislation (4)

 4  A drive which is not 
monotonous (6)

 5. Clearly marked steps 
for acting? (6)

 6. Help to stir the fire in 
the corner (8)

 7. She holds nothing but 
half a pair of footwear 
(4)

 11. The correct viewpoint 
at a square corner 
(5-5)

 13. A tyrant in office? (8)
 16. The outcome of... (6)
 17. ...changes in Northern 

Ireland (6)
 18. Where one letter 

serves for another? (4)
 20. Snobbish tunes? (4)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOlUTiOn in nexT pUblicATiOn.



OLYMPICS by Paul Newberry, AP

WITH more and more calls to postpone the Tokyo 
Olympics because of the coronavirus outbreak, it’s 
worth noting that this every-four-years spectacle has 
been rocked before by traumatic events.

Three other times, the games were cancelled 
altogether because of World War 1 (1916) and World 
War 2 (1940 and 1944) — and in those latter two 
quadrennials, both the Summer and Winter Games 
were shelved.

A look at the Olympic Games that never were: 
1916
Berlin was set to host the 1916 Summer Olympics 

(the Winter Games weren’t founded until 1924), 
beating bids from Alexandria, Amsterdam, Brussels, 
Budapest and Cleveland, according to GamesBids.
com. 

The German Empire even constructed a dazzling 
new facility to serve as the centrepiece of the 
Games. Known as Deutsches Stadion, it opened well 

ahead of the Games in 1913. 
After the First World War erupted in July 1914, 

preparations carried on for a while since no one 
expected the hostilities to last another two years. 
But the war lasted until 1918, eventually forcing the 
Olympics to be cancelled. 

The Berlin stadium was demolished some two 
decades later and replaced by a new structure 
that would serve as the main stadium for the 1936 
Summer Games, when the German capital finally 
got another chance to host. Of course, Adolf Hitler 
had risen to power by then, leaving those games to 
be remembered ominously for promoting the Nazi 
regime that would eventually lead the world into an 
even more catastrophic war.

1940
In an era when the selected nation got the option 

of hosting both the Summer and Winter Games in 
the same year, Japan was a surprising choice as 
the first non-Western country to be awarded the 
Olympics. Tokyo was to be the summer host, with 

Sapporo getting the winter version.
Again, war got in the way. 
Japan invaded China in 1937, prompting the Asian 

country to surrender its hosting duties the next year 
after some military leaders reportedly demanded that 
venues be constructed from wood because metals 
were needed for the war effort.

The International Olympic Committee hastily 
named Helsinki, runner-up in the initial bidding, to 
serve as the summer city, with the winter events 
going to 1928 host St Moritz, Switzerland. A dispute 
with Swiss organisers led to one more change, as 
the Winter Games were shifted a second time to 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, the German host in 1936 
alongside Berlin. 

Of course, after World War 2 erupted in September 
1939 with Germany’s invasion of Poland, the Olympics 
were cancelled altogether. Tokyo would eventually get 
a chance to host the Summer Games in 1964 — still 
the first Asian city to receive the honour — while 
Sapporo landed the 1972 Winter Games. 

1944
Shortly before the outbreak of World War 2, and 

after all that scrambling to find replacement hosts for 
1940, the IOC awarded London the 1944 Summer 
Games in balloting that also included Athens, 
Budapest, Detroit, Helsinki, Lausanne, Montreal and 
Rome. 

With England not a feasible host for the Winter 
Games, that event was awarded to Cortina 
d’Ampezzo, Italy.

The 1944 Olympics never had a chance. World 
War 2 dragged on until the following year.

London would then be awarded the 1948 Summer 
Games, the first in a dozen years and staged in 
austere conditions as the city continued to recover 
from the war.

In 2012, the British capital became the first three-
time host.

St Moritz hosted the Winter Games for a second 
time in 1948, while Cortina eventually got another 
shot with the 1956 Winter Olympics.

World wars caused cancellations

OLYMPICS by Stephen Wade 
and Mari Yamaguchi, AP

TOKYO — The Tokyo Olympics are going 
to happen — but almost surely in 2021 
rather than in four months as planned.

This became clear after the IOC on 
Sunday announced it was considering a 
postponement. Major Olympic nations like 
Canada and Australia have added pressure 
by saying they will not go if the Games are 
staged this year.

International Olympic Committee 
president Thomas Bach sent a letter 
to athletes explaining the decision and 
why it might take so long, while also 
acknowledging the extended timeline might 
not be popular. 

“I know that this unprecedented situation 
leaves many of your questions open,” he 
wrote.

“I also know that this rational approach 
may not be in line with the emotions many 
of you have to go through.”

The IOC’s move seemed inevitable 
for a week with pressure mounting 
from all quarters — athletes, sponsors, 
broadcasters and more than 200 national 
Olympic committees, and international 
sports federations.

Shortly after Bach’s statement, the 
Canadian Olympic Committee said it would 
not send teams to the Olympics unless the 
Games were postponed by a year. Australia 
issued a statement saying it was advising 
its athletes to prepare for an Olympics in 
2021.

The Australian committee’s executive 
board agreed unanimously that “an 
Australian team could not be assembled in 
the changing circumstances at home and 
abroad”.

World Athletics president Seb Coe sent 
a letter to Bach saying that holding the 
Olympics in July was “neither feasible nor 
desirable”. Reasons he gave included 
competitive fairness, the likelihood athletes 
would overtrain if given a compressed 
schedule and the uncertainty caused by 
orders in many countries barring people from 
gyms and other workout venues. 

National Olympic committees in 
Brazil and Slovenia had also called for 
postponement until 2021. Norway’s Olympic 
body said it did not want athletes going 
to Tokyo until the global health crisis was 
under control.

The United States governing bodies of 
swimming and track — two of the three top-
tier Summer Games sports — had called 
on their national Olympic officials to push 
for a postponement. 

Japan’s politicians fell in line quickly 
yesterday as they awakened to Bach’s move.

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
speaking at a parliamentary session, said a 
postponement of the Tokyo Olympics would 
be unavoidable if the Games could not 
be held in a complete way because of the 

coronavirus pandemic.
“If it is difficult to hold (the Games) in a 

complete way, a decision of postponement 
would be unavoidable,” he said. 

Abe said he hoped the IOC would 
make a decision early if it was postponed, 
because the process would involve a lot of 
work and should start as soon as possible.

Tokyo Governor Yurko Koike echoed Abe. 
“The IOC will fully examine what to 

do over the next four weeks, and in that 
process that word (postponement) may be 
included,” she said.

The IOC holds most of the cards in any 
rescheduling, spelled out in a Host City 
Contract signed in 2013 between the IOC, 
the Japanese Olympic Committee and the 
city of Tokyo.

Japan is officially spending US$12.6 billion 
to organise the Olympics, but a national 
audit put the figure at more than twice that 
much. The bill is sure to increase with any 
postponement, and the vast majority of the 
spending is from the public treasury.

The IOC has a reserve fund of about 
$2 billion to tide itself over, and also 
has insurance against postponement or 
cancellation.

“The public is expecting and supports 
postponement, so it won’t be a big deal,” 
Jeff Kingston, who studies Japanese 

politics at Temple University in Tokyo, said 
in an email to Associated Press.

“People are way more worried about the 
economic consequences and their jobs and 
if the number of cases ramps.”

Former IOC marketing director Michael 
Payne said the delay might work to the 
advantage of the IOC and Japan.

“What better platform is there going to be 
than the Olympic Games when the world 
has pulled through the virus,” Payne told AP 
just before the IOC announcement.

“You’ve got a dynamic that will be even 
more powerful for Japan and the rest of the 
world. But you are going to have a tough 
road getting there.”

The Olympic torch arrived on Friday in 
northern Japan. The torch relay is set to 
begin on Thursday from that area but is in 
doubt. On Sunday, thousands crowded one 
northern city to view the flame. Organisers 
have asked for restraint, threatening to 
delay the relay or change plans.

As of Sunday, Japan had 1719 confirmed 
cases of the virus, including 712 from a 
cruise ship, with 43 deaths. 

While Japan has so far managed to slow 
the acceleration of the outbreak, experts 
say they have found a growing number of 
clusters in urban areas with untraceable 
infections.

‘Tokyo 2021 Olympics’
Postponement looks almost certain

‘COMPLETE’ GAMES WANTED: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said 
postponement of the Tokyo Olympics would be unavoidable if the Games could not 
be held in a complete way. Picture by Yoshitaka Sugawara/Kyodo News via AP

SPORTS BRIEFS
East Coast Open cancelled

ONE of the district’s most famous golf 
tournaments has been added to the casualty list 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The East Coast men’s open, scheduled for the 
weekend of April 18 and 19 at Te Puia Springs 
Golf Club, has been cancelled for 2020.

The competition has been an integral event on 
the district calendar for decades and, for the top 
players, makes up what is known as the Triple 
Crown of golf — the East Coast Open, the Poverty 
Bay Open held at the Awapuni Links and the King 
of the Coast held at Tolaga Bay.

Te Puia Springs Golf Club this morning 
confirmed that the 2020 edition had been 
cancelled, and that Sunday golf at the course 
would be off “until further notice”.

Speedway grand finale off
GISBORNE Speedway Club hopes to begin next 

season with the meeting it had planned as the 
grand finale of the 2019-20 season, as it abides by 
the Covid-19 restrictions.

The club had scheduled a massive two-night 
meeting for early April.

“We had 40 superstocks, 50 stockcars and a big 
line-up of TQs lined up for the meeting,” speedway 
club president Clyde McGrory said.

“It’s disappointing, but we have to do what we 
have to do to support the community, as we all 
must do in this crisis.

“It puts the club a bit on the back foot, but we 
have to look after our volunteers, our drivers, our 
fans and the wider community.”

McGrory said the club would look to run the 
meeting to start the next season in late October.

IOC ‘has already decided’
LONDON — International Olympic Committee 

member Dick Pound believes the IOC has already 
decided to postpone the Tokyo Olympics because 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

The IOC has given itself four weeks to decide on 
the future of this year’s Games, which are due to 
start on July 24.

But in a newspaper report Pound said the 
Games were likely now to be held in 2021, with 
the details to be worked out in the next four 
weeks.

“On the basis of the information the IOC has, 
postponement has been decided,” Pound told 
USA Today on Monday.

“The parameters going forward have not been 
determined, but the Games are not going to start 
on July 24, that much I know.”

Pound, the 77-year-old Canadian and former IOC 
vice-president said he believed the IOC would 
announce its next steps soon, adding: “It will 
come in stages.

“We will postpone this and begin to deal with 
all the ramifications of moving this, which are 
immense.” — PA

Champions League final delayed
NYON, Switzerland — UEFA has postponed the 

Champions League final — an inevitable move 
with football’s widespread shutdown and four 
Round of 16 games yet to be completed. 

The final was scheduled for May 30 in Istanbul 
before the coronavirus pandemic forced the four 
remaining second-leg games on March 17/18 to 
be delayed indefinitely.

UEFA said a new date had not been decided.
The shutdown has no end in sight, although UEFA 

wants the club season over by June 30. — AP
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RUGBY LEAGUE by Scott Bailey, AAP

SYDNEY — The NRL will immediately seek ways 
to resume the premiership as it aims to limit the first 
postponement in the league’s history.

The NRL last night opted against putting a timeline 
on the suspension of the competition, warning things 
would likely get worse before they got better.

Play will resume only when the coronavirus curve 
is on the improve, with pandemic experts telling the 
league its stars are at risk if they continue playing.

In the meantime, though, the league will start 
scheming ideas to return to play as quickly as 
possible and outside of the normal home-and-away 
schedule if needed.

The league has still not ruled out the possibility of 
a string of magic weekends, while the idea of splitting 
the league into conferences is another possibility.

“Hopefully it will be in the next two weeks (we 
will be able to announce a plan),” ARL Commission 
chairman Peter V’landys told Fox League’s NRL360.

“We are going to be totally head down, tail up 
looking at what the best option is.

“We want the game to survive. We want to get the 
game back for the fans and the players, and for all of 
us. It’s an escape and a relief.

“We want it back as quick as we can. In the next 
two weeks we will look at every option.

“It will all depend on the expert advice.”
The NRL says it can play up to December 20 at 

the latest this year. For breaks, that gives it around 
three months to play with.

The head office has also asked all players to stay 
in self-isolation while the competition is off, in a bid to 
resume the competition as early as possible.

But they could have their issues.
Warriors players were due to return to New 

Zealand this morning, and it could be impossible for 
them to return to Australia.

The states are also progressively shutting their 

borders, making interstate travel even more difficult.
Meanwhile, some clubs had already stood down 

staff members in cost-cutting measures, and asked 
others to take annual leave.

“We don’t know what is ahead of us in terms of 
this pandemic,” V’landys said.

“If it’s as bad as the expert is telling us, we may 
have no options (available to keep playing).

“We will continue to take expert advice on what 
minimises the risk to our players.”

Rugby league great Phil Gould said he couldn’t 
see all NRL clubs surviving the suspended season.

The 16 clubs woke to a new reality today, with no 
football in the foreseeable future and a significant hit 
to their bottom line.

The impact of the coronavirus on clubs who have 

walked the financial tightrope could be dire.
No games being played means no gate-takings, 

no corporate boxes sold and a significant dip in 
merchandise sales.

Nine clubs also have links to leagues clubs, which 
were indefinitely closed from yesterday.

Sponsorships could take a hit with games not 
being played and with businesses doing it tough, 
while the NRL’s losses could impact on grants.

And Gould, who most recently filled a role as 
general manager at Penrith, admitted he feared for 
the future of several clubs.

“I can’t see every club surviving,” Gould said.
“If this competition doesn’t get back on the field 

this year, and there is no broadcast income coming 
into the game, I don’t know how clubs are going to 
survive, unless the criteria are so small next year to 
come into the competition, that they somehow find 
themselves in it.

“It depends what the funding arrangements are 
going forward, what the competition and salary cap 
look like going forward.”

One hope for clubs is that franchises take a one-
in, all-in approach.

Canberra coach Ricky Stuart is confident all 
teams want to fight the issue together.

Costs could also be cut by a reduction in 
the salary cap, while NRL chief executive Todd 
Greenberg said all clubs had to find a way to reset 
the cost base.

V’landys was adamant the game would do its 
utmost to ensure all 16 clubs got through the issue 
together.

“We will do our best to keep all our clubs viable,” 
V’landys said yesterday.

“We’re a family, a rugby league family. When one 
needs help, we will support them.

“We will do everything in our power to ensure 
every single one of our clubs remains viable and 
exists.”

NRL searching for restart options

LAST FOR A WHILE: Action from the last weekend of NRL competition until the 
coronavirus situation eases . . . Braden Hamlin-Uele of the Cronulla Sharks is tackled 
by Melbourne Storm players during a Round 2 match at Netstrata Jubilee Stadium in 
Sydney on Saturday. The Storm won 12-10. AAP picture
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide fine 12 22
Amsterdam fine -1 10
Bangkok showers 26 34
Beijing cloudy 5 22
Berlin fine -3 9
Brisbane fine 19 27
Buenos Aires showers 21 26
Cairo fine 14 24
Canberra showers 12 23
Cape Town rain 13 23
Delhi drizzle 18 32
Frankfurt fine -3 10
Geneva fine -3 6
Hong Kong cloudy 21 24
London fine 0 13
Los Angeles cloudy 9 16
Melbourne cloudy 12 18
Moscow fine -4 8
New York rain 7 8
Paris fine 0 12
Perth fine 22 35
Singapore thunder 25 34
Stockholm fine 0 11
Suva thunder 24 29
Sydney showers 17 25
Tokyo fine 5 15
Toronto showers 1 8

Mainly fine. Isolated showers 

developing about the ranges 

in the afternoon. W dying out 

in the morning, N developing 

in the evening.

Fine apart from isolated 

showers about the ranges. 

Northwesterlies.

Cloudy periods and isolated 

showers developing. Early 

change to southwesterlies, 

strong about the coast.

Cloudy periods and a few 

showers. Southerlies easing.

TOMORROW THURSDAY FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Fine. Light 

northwesterlies, 

but afternoon 

southeasterlies.

Fine with 

northwesterlies.

Cloudy periods 

developing, chance 

shower. Early 

change to SW.

1992 –  Rotorua reported an air 

minimum temperature of 0.4 degrees 

- the lowest March temperature 

there for almost 30 years. Napier 

recorded an overnight low of 1.5 

degrees, the coolest there in almost 

20 years.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

NZ TOMORROW
Auckland � ne 20
Hamilton � ne 20
Tauranga � ne 22
Rotorua � ne 19
Taupo � ne 18
Napier � ne 21
New Plymouth � ne 19
Palmerston North � ne 21
Wellington � ne 18
Christchurch � ne 19
Queenstown � ne 16
Dunedin � ne 18

morning min  10
max  24

morning min  7
max  21

morning min  11
max  18
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A southwest flow eases as 

a ridge builds onto NZ. On 

Thursday a front moves 

across southern and central 

New Zealand, followed by a 

strong southwest change. 

The front clears the North 

Island early Friday and 

southwesterlies ease.
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RUGBY LEAGUE INSIDEOLYMPICS

WAKA AMA 
by Grant Miller

THEY had a pretty good idea the 
announcement was coming but it hurt 
all the same.

Gisborne waka ama representatives 
Raipoia Brightwell, Walton Walker 
and Kiwi Campbell said cancelling the 
sprint world championships at Hawaii 
this year was an expected blow amid 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“We could see it coming,” said 
Brightwell, a stalwart of the Mareikura 
club. 

“Of course, everyone’s devastated.
“But waka is still going.”
Brightwell means the sport will 

continue for the meantime as a 
recreational activity and there is 
nothing to stop paddlers practising 
solo.

“We had started to take measures 
anyway to limit team gatherings and 
team training sessions.”

The Mareikura club had 25 paddlers 
— four crews and a solo paddler — 
planning to go to August’s sprint world 
champs, as well as their families, 
supporters and officials.

Brightwell said it was important 
that people continued to get some kind 
of physical activity and waka ama 
remained ideal for that, as paddlers 
could easily keep their distance out on 
the water.

She expected people would look to 

next season.
Horouta Waka Hoe president Walton 

Walker said the organisers couldn’t 
afford to wait much longer before 
making the call to cancel, because 
flights and accommodation needed to 
be locked in soon.

A lot had changed in the space of a 
week, as it became increasingly clear 
that strict measures were needed in 
the Covid-19 crisis to slow the spread 
of the virus.

The club had called off training 
sessions for the past week.

Horouta were spectacularly 
successful at the 2018 world champs in 
Tahiti, taking the title of best club.

They would have taken 13 crews to 
this year’s event.

The next one is scheduled for 2022 in 
London.

Crews also have long-distance events 
to train for, after it becomes safe to run 
events again.

Campbell, national women’s coach, 
said the management were, in the end, 
relieved.

“We had put training on hold last 
week, then started best hygiene 
practices to kick off (yesterday), which 
meant a self-directed programme 
training in isolation.

“We were grateful that the call came 
early and it didn’t drag on any longer.”

Campbell said she would do some 
gardening, studying and research.

“I guess we’ll have a tidy house, too.”

Expected 
blow still 
painful

SOLO PURSUIT: Waka ama will be a solo 
sport for the next wee while for paddlers such 

as Hunter Hewson.
File picture by Garrick Cameron

RELIEVED: New Zealand women’s waka ama coach Kiwi Campbell, from the 
Horouta club, was grateful the organisers of the sprint world championships 
didn’t wait any longer before pulling the pin.          File picture by Paul Rickard


