
Local News ...... 1-5
Births & Deaths ...4
National .......... 6-10

Business ............11
Opinion ..............12
World............ 13-15

Racing ................16   
Classifieds ... 17-18
Literature ...........19

Television ...........20
Sport ............ 21-24
Weather .............23

WE’RE GOING ON A BEAR HUNT: Teddy bears in 
Tairawhiti have come out to play . . . but not at a picnic. New Zealanders, including 
Tairawhiti residents, have joined the Facebook movement “We’re Not Scared - NZ 
Bear Hunt” and are placing a teddy bear or other stuffed animal in a window that 
can be seen from the footpath. The idea is to give children something fun to do on 
their daily neighbourhood walk, which is allowed during the lockdown. There are 
an estimated 250 stuffed toys in windows around the district and the number is 
expected to grow. The children love it, said Kate Teesdale, the mother of Marlie and 
Arlo (pictured).  STORY ON PAGE 4 Picture by Paul Rickard

by Murray Robertson

POLICE have expressed their 
disappointment at the behaviour of some 
people in the Gisborne area on day one of 
the Covid-19 lockdown and they want to 
see it improve.. 

Tairawhiti police were out and about 
yesterday spot checking vehicle and people 
movements, with a focus on educating 
people about the requirements of the 
lockdown.

“It is clear that some people are not 
getting the message to stay home and 
isolate,” said Inspector Lincoln Sycamore. 

He made the comment after more 
than 50 vehicles were stopped overnight 
(Thursday) and the occupants spoken to. 

“The message from health experts 
and the Government is only to go out for 
things that are essential.”

Insp Sycamore said police encountered 
cars travelling with a number of occupants 
from different addresses.

“The Ministry of Health notes that 
people undertaking such behaviour may 
unwittingly pick up the virus and take it 
home, spreading it to family members. 

“We are continuing to take an ‘education 
first’ approach but there are some people 
who have been spoken to twice about 
breaching the rules. 

“If those people are found breaching the 
lockdown again, they will be liable to be 
arrested and prosecuted,” he said.

“We will not hesitate to enforce the rules 
if required.”

Insp Sycamore said it was important to 
note that the vast majority of people were 
moving about for legitimate reasons.

“However, viruses like this do not 
discriminate and we are all at risk of 
infection.”

Insp Sycamore said they were recording 
people’s IDs and reinforcing the pubic 
health messages.

“We will be building up individual 
pictures of what people are doing and if 
circumstances dictate, we will start taking 
enforcement action. So far there has been 
no need to make any arrests or issue any 
infringement notices.”

Breaches of the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Act can 
mean fines of $5000 or three months 
imprisonment.

“We did have one incident on Wednesday 
night where police encountered a car with 
six people in it on their way home from a 
party.

“They were blasé about the need for 
isolation and were educated about it.”

Warning to 
those who 
breach 
lockdown
‘We will not hesitate to enforce 
the rules if required’: NZ Police

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

COVID-19
• Day one of lockdown ‘smoothly as expected’
• Demand for scrubs ‘through the roof’  
• About-to-be mums feeling anxious
• UN head tells G20 countries to get serious
• Millions apply for jobless benefit in US PAGE 6
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FOCUS ON THE LAND

• Farmers Air has been 
declared “an essential 
service” and will continue 
to ly to serve the farming 
community

• All of the region’s stock 
saleyards are closed until 
further notice — on-farm 
sales continuing 

by Matai O’Connor

CONCERNS have been expressed by 
many people in the Gisborne community 
about what will happen to homeless 
people during the Covid-19 lockdown.

A group of volunteers who have fed the 
needy on the streets of Gisborne for over 
five years have stopped. 

Welfare agencies are reaching out to the 
homeless to ensure they receive support 
they need throughout the lockdown, 
civil defence emergency manager group 
controller David Wilson said.

Mayor Rehette Stoltz said she shared 
the concern people have about the 
homeless during the lockdown.

Feed Tairawhiti is an independent 
group of over 50 volunteers from all 
backgrounds who come together to help 
provide meals to the needy every Friday 
and Sunday night.

On Tuesday, they stopped donating, 
cooking and feeding the needy in line 
because of the rules of the lockdown.

“Our volunteers are torn and very 
worried about the needy whanau they 
feed,” said Tash Stumpf, one of the Feed 
Tairawhiti coordinators.

“They realise with Covid-19 virus and 
the alert levels, this decision is out of 
their hands.”

“Many of our volunteers have indicated 
they are happy to stand down for the 
safety of themselves, their whanau and 
community, and say they will be back as 
soon as they are able.” 

“We have no idea what will happen 
with our whanau on the streets which is 
very worrying,” Ms Stumpf said.

Mayor Stoltz, in a Facebook live video 
yesterday, said “I do get quite a few people 
messaging who are concerned about our 

homeless and I share that concern with 
you.

“It is such a horrible time, it always is 
horrible to be homeless, but this is a real 
concern for us at the Gisborne District 
Council as well. 

“I want to assure you that our welfare 
team are aware of this and are reaching 
out and seeing how they can help.” 

“So thank you so much to everyone 
who has been writing and emailing to 

me asking about our homeless. They are 
dealing with our welfare support team at 
this stage,” Mayor Stoltz said. 

Mr Wilson said the council’s emergency 
coordination centre teams were working 
closely with the region’s welfare agencies 
to ensure Tairawhiti’s homeless were 
cared for and received the support 
they needed throughout the Covid-19 
lockdown.

“These matters are being dealt with on 

a case-by-case basis.”
Police said Government agencies and 

local welfare service providers had been 
working to make sure the people they 
connect with knew what was happening, 
had a place to go and could continue 
connecting with services.  

“Police will support through 
reassurance patrols and frontline staff 
sharing information to help people who 
need support,” a police spokesperson said.

Fears for the homeless
by Aaron van Delden

GISBORNE authorities have the 
option to house the homeless at one 
of the city’s campgrounds during 
the four-week Covid-19 lockdown.

The keys to the Churchill 
Park group 
accommodation 
facility have been 
handed to the 
local civil defence 
emergency 
management group 
for housing the 
vulnerable, says 
Gisborne Holdings commercial 
operations manager Jeremy 
Raymond.

The facility has eight five-bed 
units with a communal kitchen and 
bathrooms.

Mr Raymond said the council-
controlled trading organisation 
would consider providing cleaning 

staff to service the accommodation 
at Churchill Park, adjacent to 
Midway Beach, if it is used to house 
the homeless during the lockdown.

The facility is otherwise closed, 
along with the company’s Waikanae 
Beach Top 10 Holiday Park.

Gisborne Holdings chief 
executive Tracey Johnstone said 
the company had decided even 
before the four-week lockdown 
was announced that the holiday 
park was not a suitable venue for 
self-isolation, in consideration of 
the health and safety of staff and 
guests.

Mr Raymond said cancellations 
had been swift following the 
introduction of the Covid-19 alert 
system almost a week ago.

Campers still at the park on 
Monday when Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern gave notice of the 
four-week lockdown chose to pack 
up and leave, and staff contacted 

people with advanced bookings to 
let them know the park would be 
closed.

Ms Johnstone said by that 
stage there were no international 
travellers staying at the park, which 
mostly accommodates domestic 
tourists.

The decision to close the park 
was made with the understanding 
that Top 10 holiday parks in Ohope 
and Hastings would be available for 
campers who needed somewhere to 
self-isolate.

Mr Raymond said one resident 
staff member and three permanent 
self-contained campers were all who 
remained at the Waikanae Beach 
holiday park.

However, the park’s 23 self-
contained units were available 
for essential service workers if 
necessary.

Ms Johnstone said it was 
business as usual for the holding 

company’s farming operations.
Although the holiday park was 

fully booked for Easter, a good 
summer season meant it was in a 
position to “weather this (business 
disruption) pretty well”.

Gisborne Holdings’ vehicle 
testing station on the corner of 
Carnarvon Street and Childers Road 
was also closed but staff would 
provide essential vehicle repairs 
for Hauora Tairawhiti district health 
board and Gisborne District Council, 
Ms Johnstone said.

Travellers have until midnight 
to return home or find a campsite 
where they can spend the next four 
weeks in a self-contained vehicle.

In Wairoa, the district council is 
directing freedom campers to the 
Mahia Beach holiday park if they 
cannot return home.

Gisborne District Council has 
also closed its freedom and summer 
camping areas “until further notice”.

Churchill Park campground a housing option 

SAFE AND 
SECURE: New 
Willys Dairy co-owner 
Ranjit Singh behind 
a protective barrier 
installed this week 
at the Ormond Road 
store. Fellow owner 
Ravinda Singh said 
the barrier had been 
installed at their own 
cost and took about 
two days to put up.
‘It makes people feel 
safe. It’s good for the 
customers and it’s 
good for the people 
serving.”
Countdown 
and Pak’nSave 
supermarkets are 
installing similar 
protection in their 
Gisborne stores. 
Dairies also have a 
strict one-in one-out 
customer policy over 
the lockdown period.

Picture by 
Liam Clayton

COVID-19 
HEALTH 

RESPONSE IN 
TAIRAWHITI
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by Sophie Rishworth

THE district’s death rate is not going 
to increase at the moment if we do this 
together and follow the rules, says Evans 
Funeral Services owner David Parker.

Mr Parker says he wants to take the 
alarm out of the enforced lockdown 
situation.

“It is interesting times but the virus is 
not in Gisborne. We are so fortunate and 
isolated.”

Mr Parker confirmed that in the event 
of any death there would be no funerals 
or gatherings during the lockdown period, 
and he advised everyone to stay in the 
bubble of people with who they were self-
isolating.

Evans Funeral Services will make all 
arrangements over the phone. Staff are 
working from home and are available 24 
hours a day, says Mr Parker.

In a nutshell, here is what will happen.

If the person dies at home, two people 
from Evans will go to the property. 

They will not be dressed in full white 
suits but will be extremely conscious of 
the two-metre social distancing rule and 
wearing gloves.  

The family who is self-isolating with 
the deceased person will have to leave the 
house while the body is removed. 

If the person dies in hospital, they will 
be taken back to Evans, embalmed and 
then taken to the family home.

“As long as no one enters the family 
home, then the people who are self-
isolating there can remain with their 
loved one’s body for a few days,” says Mr 
Parker.

He expected most people will send 
their loved ones for cremation then hold 
a celebration of that person’s life with the 
ashes once the lockdown period is lifted.

“Most of the time people will still have 
that chance to say goodbye, just not in a 
public gathering. 

“A person’s life can be acknowledged 
when things calm down.”

Talking from his home, Mr Parker 
said he was having daily conference 
calls with the coronial system on how 
to deal with individual cases. This is to 
ensure everyone around New Zealand has 
standard operating procedures because it 
is still a bit unknown.

Mr Parker says they will continue 
to deal with sudden deaths, as well as 
normal deaths and any virus-related 
deaths. Post-mortems, if required, will be 
performed in Rotorua.

Instructions around dealing with 
anyone who dies from Covid-19 in 
Tairawhiti is that their body can be 
treated as normal.

“When someone passes away, they are 
not infectious.”

Mr Parker directs people to Evans’ 
website www.evansfuneral.co.nz for more 
information.

No funerals during lockdown

SERVICES OFF: 
There will be no 
services held at 
Evans Funeral 
Services during the 
lockdown. 

File picture

‘A person’s life can be acknowledged when things calm down’

PEOPLE needing help with 
respiratory illness and who cannot 
be assessed on the phone will be 
referred by their GP to a newly-
created, city-based assessment 
centre.

The centre, staffed by local 
doctors and nurses, is in the War 
Memorial Theatre on Bright Street.

It has been set up by primary care 
practitioners and Hauora Tairawhiti, 
and is strictly for patients with 
respiratory conditions who have 
been referred there by their own GP.

Lead clinician Dr Fergus 
Aitcheson says the aim is to protect 
patients who still need to attend 
their regular medical centre.

“We need to ensure that we 

can keep regular medical centres 
going for the normal things people 
need it for like appointments about 
diabetes, blood, and all the other 
things people come to see a GP 
about.

“During the lockdown many 
consultations will be done over 
the phone but there will be still be 
patients that need to come to the 
practice, and we need to keep them 
safe.

“One way of protecting those 
patients and the primary care 
workforce is by shifting the risk of 
assessing patients with possible 
respiratory illness away from 
general practices.”

Dr Aitcheson says the 

assessment centre will screen 
patients to detect those who have 
severe illness and need hospital 
attention.

“It has been set up to ensure 
health staff can quickly and safely 
detect any serious respiratory 
illness in a patient, whether that be 
Covid-19, influenza or something 
else.”

“The only people who will be seen 
at the centre are people who have 
been referred by their GP.”

Road users are advised the 
section of Bright Street between 
Childers Road and Kahutia Street 
will be closed off to the public while 
the centre is in operation.

The centre opened yesterday. 

Gisborne theatre set up as 
medical assessment centre

ENTER STAGE LEFT: Registered Nurse Renee Gray and Dr Angus Murray at the new respiratory 
assessment centre in the War Memorial Theatre. The centre is strictly for patients with respiratory 
conditions and will allow regular medical centres to get on with their usual duties.

Picture by Paul Rickard

Police Commissioner Mike 
Bush has further clarrified 
what people can do when it 
comes to moving about and 
driving a vehicle.

He said on NewstalkZB he 
was aware there was some 
confusion over where people 
could drive.

“They can drive to work if 
the person is travelling to what 
is officially deemed to be an 
essential job. They can drive to 
the supermarket or to receive 
medical assistance.

“People can use their cars 
to travel to a local park for 
exercise but they cannot be 
driving across town. Don’t drive 
to have a surf, for example.”

Mr Bush said people could 
also walk to their local park for 
exercise but they should stay in 
their own neighbourhood.

■ A GISBORNE man who relieves 
his sciatica pain by walking on soft 
sand is frustrated he has not been 
allowed to drive to the beach.

“That’s how I get my therapy,” says 

70-year-old Busby Akuhata. “I can’t 
go to my physiotherapist because 
they are closed down.”

To walk the three kilometres 
from his place to the beach entails 
walking on concrete footpaths, which 
aggravates the pain, he says.

After driving to the supermarket 
yesterday, he drove to Kaiti Beach for 
a walk.  

A fisheries officer he encountered 
there told him he was not allowed to 
do that.

“I reckon it’s ridiculous. We’re 
allowed to drive to Pak’nSave but 
not to the beach. I think they should 
allow the elderly to drive to the beach 
because we’re more sensible.

“They’re punishing one thing but 
allowing another to take place.”

Police Commissioner Bush told 
media that people would not be 
allowed to drive “across town” to the 
beach during the lockdown.

However, in another statement 
he said while no one should drive 
anywhere without good reason, locals 
were allowed to drive to the beach if it 
was close for a walk or exercise.

“Don’t be driving willy-nilly all over 
town. It’s all about if it’s nearby. If it’s 
for exercise — that’s OK.”

People told to keep to 
their neighbourhood
FROM PAGE 1

THE surfer who suffered a 
neck injury at Wainui Beach on 
Wednesday afternoon remains in 
a stable condition in Middlemore 
Hospital.

The 32-year-old was flown from 
the beach by the Trust Tairawhiti 

Rescue Helicopter directly to the 
Auckland hospital after he was 
dumped by a large wave.

Paramedics and other medical 
staff who tended to him at the time 
described the extent of his injury as 
status 3 — moderate. 

Injured surfer still stable

ALL huts, campgrounds, and 
walks — including the Great 
Walk — at Lake Waikaremoana 
are closed. 

Every hut and camp booking 
until June 30 has been 
cancelled, and refunds have 
been issued.

Te Urewera Board 
chairman Tamati Kruger 
said Te Urewera, where Lake 
Waikaremoana is, would be 
closed to all public during the 
lockdown period.

Boat ramps are closed and 
there is no hunting or fishing. 
This nationwide lockdown 
covers the four-week Roar, a 

popular time for hunters.
Mr Kruger said he also 

wanted to emphasise Te 
Urewera was not suitable for 
self-isolation.

“If you do not live in Te 
Urewera, while the country is 
at level four alert, you must not 
be in Te Urewera.”

Mr Kruger said Tuhoe 
kaimahi would be checking 
tracks, huts and campsites.

“This is a national civil 
defence emergency and a health 
and safety threat affecting 
the entire community of Te 
Urewera and the country as a 
whole.”

Te Urewera closed to public
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GISBORNE District Council is reminding 
residents not to flush wet wipes or rags down 
the toilet after five blockages in a single day. 

Research indicates Covid-19 could live in 
sewage for up to three days, and protecting 
staff and contractors is a priority for the 
council.  

Council acting director lifelines Neville West 
says they do not want staff or contractors 
exposed if they have to attend to a blockage. 

“It is critical people follow the simple 
message,” he said. 

“Wipes and rags go in the bag, not the 

bog. If our pumps become blocked, untreated 
sewage will flow into our river.”

Council contractor Fulton Hogan had five 
blockages to clear from the wastewater 
pumps on Tuesday. 

“The only thing that should be flushed are 
the 3 Ps — toilet paper, pee and poo.” 

Even wet wipes labelled flushable should 
not go down the loo.

Contact the council to report any suspicious 
leaks or sewer problems on 0800 653 800, or 
download the GDC smartphone fix app and 
report it.

Wet wipes and rags in 
the bag, not the bog!

BLOCKED: 
Contractors, 
above, work 
to clear a 
blocked sewer 
at Hall Street 
on Wednesday. 
Below, the gross 
result of what 
happens when 
you flush the 
likes of wet wipes 
and rags down 
the toilet — the 
jammed wet 
well pump at 
the Wilson Road 
sewer pump 
station.  Pictures 
supplied 

by Andrew Ashton and Sophie Rishworth

A GISBORNE family given notice 
on their rental home the day it was 
announced the country would go into 
lockdown know they are not the only 
ones in this situation.

Jon and Liz Rush found out this week 
the owners of their rental property were 
returning to Gisborne from the United 
Kingdom due to the Covid-19 crisis.

“They have given us 45 days to vacate 
our property,” said Jon.

From conversations he had, he knew 
this was not an isolated incident in 
Tairawhiti.

Jon said he understood the landlords’ 
decision. However, a six-week, last-
minute notice to vacate in an already 
strained rental market was incredibly 
stressful.

“It does raise questions regarding how 
people are expected to move house in 
a lockdown and what the situation is 
regarding landlords deciding to return 
home in the ensuing lockdown, and the 
impact on tenants.  

“It definitely adds an additional 
layer of stress to an already heightened 
situation.”

Amazingly, said Jon, he and his family 
had potentially lined up another place 
to call home with the help of a local 
property manager, but this was still to be 
confirmed.

Now there was the issue of how to 
shift a household of furniture during a 
nationwide lockdown.

“I’m not sure there will be much in the 
way of moving companies available  
and I’ve inquired with Slingshot etc 
about connecting utilities during a 
lockdown.

“At least the traffic will be minimal.”
Responding to questions from The 

Gisborne Herald, Real Estate Institute 
chief executive Bindi Norwell said the 
law stated a landlord must give 42 days 
notice if an owner or their immediate 
family wished to use the premises for 
their own use. 

“Under the proposed changes, which 
are currently under review, this would 
increase to 63 days.

“Our advice would be for any tenants 
in this situation to immediately contact 
the Tenancy Tribunal and let them know 
their situation.”

Jon did that and was told the 
Government had now put a freeze on 
rental termination (unless by mutual 
consent) throughout the Covid-19 
lockdown period.

Gisborne people wanting to buy or sell 
property, or whose settlement date falls 
within the lockdown period, are also 
affected.

“Our understanding is that while in 
lockdown, vendors and purchasers will 
not be able to move in and out of their 
houses,” said Ms Norwell. 

The Auckland District Law Society 
and the New Zealand Law Society was 
recommending the vast majority of 
settlements may need to be deferred 
until after the Alert Level 4 restriction is 
lifted, she said. 

The parties’ lawyers would make 
appropriate amendments to the contract 
to facilitate this in existing agreements.

“We are currently working with our 
vendors and purchasers through this 
process and helping in any way we can,” 
said Bayleys Gisborne sales manager 
Karen Raureti.

“There will be cases where settlement 

will be required to be deferred until 
the lifting of the Covid-19 level 4. 
Quite simply, as the country is in level 
4 lockdown, people movements will be 
restricted. 

“We are conveying that to all 
purchasers and vendors, with many of 
them in a ‘chain’ situation involving 
other real estate above and beyond their 
purchase or sale.

“As the Prime Minister has called for, 
this is a time for calm heads and we are 
certainly finding that response is coming 
through loud and clear in the parties we 
are working with. 

“After all, we as New Zealanders are 
all in the same boat.   

“This is a time when all parties 
need to be communicating, and we are 
facilitating those smooth communication 
channels. We will all get through this.”

BK Agency has postponed four 
upcoming auctions and announced it will 
close its Gisborne office.

“However, if we do have any acceptable 
pre-auction offers come in on any of the 
listed properties, all interested parties 
will be advised,” the agency said.

■  REINZ confirmed that during the lockdown 
open homes and private viewings cannot take 
place , and auctions could only take place on the 
phone or online.

“In lockdown, vendors and purchasers will not 
be able to move in and out of their houses,” Ms 
Norwell said. 

Rental viewing would also not be essential 
activity and so could not be performed in 
person.

“If tenants need emergency accommodation, 
they should contact Work and Income.”

Rental property inspections should also be 
deferred.

Property limbo

DOREEN PEACH

One year already my
mate, miss you

every day.

Love, Lofty

DOREEN PEACH

One year on and I have
missed you every single

day. So many times I
want to ring you just to
hear your voice again.
The tears still haven’t
stopped, and I don’t
think they ever will.
Always remembered,

always loved.

Kelly-Marie, Bevan,
Josh and Alex

FAMILY NOTICES

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

FROM PAGE 1

by Sophie Rishworth

THE NUMBER of bears sitting at a safe social 
distance inside Gisborne windows is growing. 

They are waiting for children in their 
neighbourhood to spot them. 

It is part of a worldwide Facebook initiative 
— We’re Not Scared - NZ Bear Hunt — to give 
children something fun to look out for on 
daily walks during the Covid-19 Alert Level 4 
lockdown.

Exercise has been encouraged during this time 
but must be done close to home.

Gisborne mum of two Kate Teesdale has put 
a teddy in a front window of the family home. 
Yesterday she took her two children, aged three 
and seven, on a walk to see if they could find 
other bears in their neighbourhood.

“We saw the bear hunt idea on Facebook and 
on the news,” she said.  “It’s something to get out 
of the house for and keep them entertained. They 
loved it.

“My three-year-old thought we were looking for 
beer and when we found the first teddy bear in a 
window said, ‘That’s not beer!  It’s the green one 
that Daddy drinks’.

Kate encourages other people to join in 
“because the kids love it”.

“We found eight bears in windows. One lady 
made her bear dance and wave so that was extra 
special — the children loved that one.

“Even people who don’t have kids at home are 
doing it for the other kids. Whoever came up with 
the idea is great.”

Meanwhile, the bear search has spawned 
the Beers in Windows Facebook page, which 
encourages people to display beer in their 
windows in creative ways.   See also page 10

Teddies in 
windows
waiting to 
be spotted

A 32-year-old man was arrested and charged 
yesterday after a police vehicle pursuit around 
parts of Te Hapara and Riverdale.

The arrest was made when the man and his 
vehicle were located in Riverdale.

Police said he faces multiple driving-related 
charges and warrants for arrest. Police backed 
off the pursuit on several occasions. The man 
was located as a result of their inquiries.

Arrest after chase

A WOMAN suffered a minor bite wound when 
she went to protect her dog that had been set 
upon by two other dogs near the Botanical 
Gardens, on Wednesday. 

The incident happened mid-afternoon and 
the woman had to take her injured pet to a 
veterinarian for treatment.

While she was there St John ambulance were 
called and the crew checked her over.

“’She had a superficial bite wound on one 
of her hands, suffered when she stepped in to 
protect her dog,” an ambulance officer said.

“She was shaken up by what had happened, 
but was otherwise OK. She did not need 
treatment for the wound.”

The small dog attacked remains at the 
veterinarian’s it was taken to, receiving treatment 
for its injuries.

Hurt in dog attack

Virus lockdown hits 
renters as well as 
sellers and buyers   
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by Murray Robertson

THE district’s volunteer surf lifeguards 
completed nine rescues and 19 “assists” 
during the club weekend patrol season that has 
just ended.

They were also involved with 10 major first 
aid incidents during the season.

“Our focus this season was to interact and 
actively communicate with beach users about 
the hazards on the beach and in the surf,” said 
the Surf Life Saving New Zealand Gisborne/
Tairawhiti club development officer Sonia 
Keepa.

“The massive number of preventative 
actions taken by our lifeguards throughout the 

season is reflected in the reduced number of 
rescues and assists to safety that occurred.”

Riversun Wainui ended the season with two 
rescues, eight incidents where people were 
assisted to safety, six major first aids and 
several other more minor first aid incidents.

Kaiaponi Farms Waikanae guards carried out 
four assists, a major first aid and other minor 
first aids.

Dawson Building Midway were the last club 

to finish patrols last Sunday.
They finished with five rescues, five assists, 

a major first aid and more minor first aid 
incidents.

Tolaga Bay had two rescues, two assists and 
a major first aid. They patrolled from November 
30 to March 1. 

Ngati Porou, based at Hicks Bay on Onepoto 
Beach, patrolled on the weekends throughout 
January.

All clubs did a significant number of 
preventative actions.

“With patrols shut down for the season we 
urge swimmers to know their limits and not to 
swim alone,” Mrs Keepa said.

“Remember the three Rs if you are caught in 
a rip — relax, raise your hand and ride the rip.

“If you see an emergency situation in the 
ocean call 111 and ask for the police informing 
them of your location and the problem at hand.”

Efforts pay 
off with 
fewer surf 
rescues

BUSY SEASON: 
Volunteer surf 
lifeguards from around 
Tairawhiti rescued nine 
people and helped 19 
others from the sea 
during the summer 
season. They also 
carried out a “massive” 
number of preventative 
action to keep 
beachgoers safe here.                             
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AN INCIDENT in which a man drove 
while intoxicated, and with a child 
passenger, negated his claim in court 
of having long since put drink-driving 
behind him, Judge Warren Cathcart said.

Frank Edward Clapperton, 57, utility 
arborist, pleaded guilty in Gisborne 
District Court to drink-driving (531mcg) 
for a third or subsequent time — his 
fourth, the most recent previous being in 
1998.

Judge Warren Cathcart granted an 
application for community work in lieu of 

an otherwise mandatory disqualification, 
and imposed a total of 90 hours 
community work.

The judge initially questioned the 
application, noting Clapperton would 
almost certainly qualify for a limited 
licence. A police prosecutor confirmed it 
was unlikely to be opposed.

But counsel Holly Tunstall submitted 
the availability of the limited licence 
option should not be a bar to Clapperton 
applying for the court’s discretionary 
waiver.

Limited licences were expensive 
(about $1500 plus GST) and were more 
restrictive. A disqualification period 
would also apply until it was granted, Ms 
Tunstall said.

Clapperton’s previous similar offences 
were many years ago. He could be treated 
as a first offender. He was a solo father 
who relied on his employment as his 
only source of income. He had limited 
family help, and would struggle to meet 
his child’s needs if unable to drive, Ms 
Tunstall said.

Judge Cathcart said his ruling 
in Clapperton’s favour was by a 
thin margin. The 22-year gap since 
Clapperton’s last offence and his 
obligations as a sole parent were the 
strongest deciding factors.

While Clapperton had not driven 
recklessly or carelessly, by driving while 
intoxicated he had inherently endangered 
his child passenger. It also threw doubt 
on Clapperton’s claim he had matured 
and put this kind of offending behind 
him, the judge said.

Long gap since last offence aids judge’s decision
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CLEARANCE SALE available across a range of Holden vehicles at participating Holden dealers, while stocks last or unless changed. Pricing may vary and is at the discretion of each participating Holden dealer.  

Clearance pricing is not available with any other ofer. *FREE SCHEDULED SERVICING applies for 3 years or up to 100,000km as speciied in the Service Warranty Booklet. Date and kilometre restrictions apply.

Don’t miss your last chance to get never-to-be-repeated ofers across the Holden range, all backed by our 3 years free 

scheduled servicing. That’s our commitment to continue servicing in Holden certiied workshops right across New Zealand. 

From the 7-seat Acadia and the small but tall Trax, to the Colorado ute that doesn’t know ‘no’ and the Equinox that lets  

you power on, this truly is the best time to buy. But hurry, limited stock is selling fast. Visit your Holden Dealer today!

Don’t miss your last chance to get never-to-be-repeated ofers across the Holden range, all backed by our 3 years free 

+ 3 years free scheduled servicing*



by Anna Leask and Kurt Bayer, NZ Herald

CHRISTCHURCH — Brenton Harrison Tarrant 
yesterday made a shock admission that he was 
the lone gunman who murdered 51 Muslims at 
two Christchurch mosques on March 15 last year.

The 29-year-old Australian entered the guilty 
pleas at a special, hastily-arranged High Court 
hearing in Christchurch yesterday morning.

Tarrant, who appeared from prison on a 
screen via audio-visual link (AVL) wearing a grey 
prison sweatshirt, pleaded guilty to all 51 murder 
charges.

He also admitted 40 charges of attempted 
murder relating to the two attacks at Masjid Al 
Noor and Linwood Islamic Centre on March 15 
last year — and pleaded guilty to one charge 
of engaging in a terrorist act laid under the 
Terrorism Suppression Act 2002.

Temel Atacocugu was shot nine times at Al 
Noor by Tarrant.

Atacocugu said the pleas were “quite a 
surprise”.

“This is good news, I am happy — it will save 
us a lot of time and a lot of stress,” he said.

Travelling to court every 
day for six weeks or more, 
potentially giving evidence 
and the mental and emotional 
stress that came with that 
had been weighing on 
Atacocugu’s mind.

“Every day having to face 
the media, every day having 
to spend money,” he said.

“For me this is a good 
result, but I have questions.

“I want to know why he changed his plea — 
the judge should have asked him why. There are 
lots of question marks.

“But overall, I am thinking positively — this is 
a win-win situation.”

Atacocugu will go to sentencing and hopes to 
read his victim impact statement to Tarrant.

He hopes there will be more answers that day 
about why he opened fire on the mosques and 
why he changed his mind about his plea after so 
many other court appearances.

“He will have a long time to be thinking about 
what he did,” he said of Tarrant’s future.

“And maybe he will remember he is a human   
. . . maybe he wants to pay for what he did?”

Omar Nabi, whose father Haji Daoud Nabi was 
killed in the attack, said he learned of the guilty 
plea just as he was about to go into prayer.

“It’s about time. His plea should have been 
earlier but it’s good he’s changed his mind. And 
good to have it done,” he said.

“There shouldn’t have been a trial anyway. 
“At the end of the day, the proof’s in the 

pudding and he was caught red-handed, it 
speaks for itself.”

Nabi said he was doing his best to forgive as 
his religion taught, although it was difficult.

“I’m the same as 50 other families, the first 
thing on their mind will be to forgive this man 
because he was led astray.”

“But of course it’s in our nature that if 
someone hurts your father, your mother, your 
brother . . . well. But I’m trying to have peace and 
harmony.”

Abdul Aziz Wahabzadah, who threw an Eftpos 
machine at the gunman in the car park at the 
Linwood mosque, and chased after him on foot 
as the shooter sped away by car, said he found 
out about the guilty plea via email.

“It was a surprise. We should be notified if 
something like this is happening. It’s a bit of a 
shock for the whole community,” he said.

“I would have liked to be there, but we weren’t 
told.”

Wahabzadah said while some people were 
happy with the guilty plea, his thinking was 
different.

“He’s got his right to plead guilty. But I wanted 
to go to trial to find out why he did it, the reasons 
behind this nonsense,” Wahabzadah said.

“I don’t think we will find out now.”
He said he was still finding it hard to come 

to terms with what happened, and felt this was 
another barrier to moving on.

“To be honest with you . . . yeah I’m still 
struggling but can’t do anything about it. I have 
to try and go forward.”

Wahabzadah was currently in coronavirus 
lockdown with his family, after closing his store a 

week ago.
“We will just try to survive. 

Whatever we have to try to do, 
we will do. But it’s stressful. 
It’s a lot to come at once.”

It might be easier to forgive 
after sentencing, Nabi said, 
and when it was clear the 
man would serve a long time 
inside.

“And I know that God will 
give him his own punishment. 

Just like on earth, you are punished, and when 
you die your soul will be tried.”

The Federation of Islamic Association of New 
Zealand issued a statement yesterday afternoon.

It said it was “greatly relieved by the recent 
news of the guilty plea by the terrorist.

“At a time when the country is focused on 
working together to overcome the pandemic, this 
news is most welcome.

“We are particularly relieved that the victims 
and their families are being spared the obvious 
agony of a trial.”

FIANZ wanted to acknowledge the police and 
first responders, the hospitals, as well as the 
various health professionals for the services they 
have provided and continue to provide for the 
victims.

“FIANZ also would like to convey our heartfelt 
appreciation of the support of the Government 
and the whole of New Zealand to those victims 
who suffered from the tragedy of March 15.”

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said the guilty 
plea would provide “some relief to the many 
people whose lives were shattered by what 
happened on March 15”.

Shock guilty plea
Mosque shooter 
makes surprising 
admission in court

‘QUITE A SURPRISE’: Brenton Tarrant made a shock admission in court yesterday, 
pleading guilty to murdering 51 muslims at two Christchurch mosques last year. 
 File picture

‘ I want to know why he 
changed his plea — the 
judge should have asked 
him why. There are lots 
of question marks. ’  —Temel Atacocugu
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GISBORNE’S ESSENTIAL BUSINESSES

• Gillies Electrical
• Michael Low Plumbing
• Laser Electrical & Plumbing Gisborne
• Steve Wolter Plumbing
• M.E. Jukes water tanker
• Farm Vets 
• Vet Ent
• CareVets
• Eastland Vets
• Pit Stop
• Self-service laundries
• AON NZ Insurance

• Emerre & Hathaway Insurance
• Carl Horn Drainage
• Terry Taylor Drainage Ltd
• Wayne’s Waste 
• Hansen & Tomlinson
• Lock & Alarm
• Evans Funeral Services
• Gisborne Taxis
• Eastland Network
• The Gisborne Herald
• Think Water
• Larsen Sawmilling

During the lockdown period some Gisborne  
business are still operating including

If your business should be added to this list  
please phone The Gisborne Herald on 021 708 799

Business Applications are available for servicing of Eftpos & oice 
equipment for essential businesses. Call 868 6096 24 HOURS

The below businesses are available, but please do not visit the  
business premises – please make contact via phone or email irst

Police, Fire & Emergency, Health Providers,  
Pharmacies, Supermarkets, Dairies and Service Stations 

Rubbish and recycling collections, Refuse transfer stations, Gizzy Bus Services

31957-01

Make a purchase in store, 
to enter the draw for a 
Skorpio’s Queen Bed!

www.furniturezone.co.nzFurniture Zone Gisborne: 18 Gladstone Rd.
Ph: 06 868 4920

26627-10
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Staying home

• Everyone must now stay home, except those providing  

essential services.

• Only make physical contact with those that you live with. 

• Please note that children CAN travel between the homes of 

separated parents so as long as they live in the same town/city.

Food and shopping

• Supermarkets, dairies and pharmacies will remain open.

• When shopping, as much as possible only one family  

member at a time, practice physical distancing and hygiene  

rules while shopping.

• Dairies will operate a strict ‘one-in, one-out’ policy and they 

won’t be allowed to sell food prepared on the premises.

• Primary industries, including food and beverage production  

and processing, will still operate.

• Freight and courier drivers will continue to transport and  

deliver food.

• Grocery food deliveries – such as My Food Bag and Hello Fresh – 

are considered as essential and will continue as long as the food 

is not pre-cooked.

• Takeaway services will be closed.

• Liquor stores will close, unless within a Licensing Trust Area  

and will operate with a strict ‘one-in, one-out’ policy.  

Wine and beer will continue to be sold at supermarkets.

Public spaces

• Places where the public congregate must close.  

• All bars, restaurants, cafes, gyms, cinemas, pools, museums, 

libraries, playgrounds and any other place where the public 

congregate must close their face to face function. 

• Playgrounds are classed as an area where people congregate 

and so are of-limits.  

• People can exercise outdoors but must maintain a two metre 

distance from others.  

• Keep it local. If it’s on your doorstep, it’s ine. Otherwise don’t 

drive long distances to beaches or parks for fresh air. Stay close 

to your home.  

Services

• Rubbish collection will continue. Check your local authority 

website for recycling.

• NZ Post will deliver mail and courier drivers will continue  

to make deliveries.

• Self-service laundries can stay open, as long as 2 metre  

physical distancing is enforced.

• Service stations will remain open and will be supplied.

• Public transport, regional air travel and ferries are mostly 

restricted to those involved in essential services and freight.

• Some public transport will be available for essential trips,  

such as to the supermarket or doctor, but options will be limited.

• Taxi drivers and rideshare services will continue.

• Building and construction workers will carry on in cases where 

they’re needed to maintain human health or safety.

Recreation or exercise

• You can go for a walk, run, or bike ride. Exercise is good for 

people’s mental health. 

• If you do, it must be only in your neighbourhood and solitary,  

or only with those that you live with. Keep a 2 metre distance. 

• However, if you are unwell, do NOT go outside. 

• DOC has closed all its campsites and huts.  

• Do not go hunting or hiking, and especially not on overnight 

trips.  

• No swimming or suring. A walk along the beach is ine.  

But don’t do anything that may require help if you end up  

getting into trouble.  

Interaction with others

• Staying at home is meant to reduce the transmission  

of the virus. 

• For this to work, you are asked to only have contact with the 

people you live with. 

• If you want to talk to a friend, call or video chat with them. 

• If you want to talk to a neighbour, do it over the fence. 

• Feel free to drop of groceries to others e.g. a grandma, but keep 

a 2 metre distance for her safety.  

Remember: following these simple rules will save lives

How we can all help save lives:

Living at  
Alert Level 4

Support is available
If you feel stressed or anxious, you can call or text 1737 to talk  

with a trained counsellor for free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Covid19.govt.nz



AUCKLAND — The country has made 
it through the first day of lockdown, and 
according to Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern, things have gone “as smoothly as 
could be expected”.

Speaking to media yesterday, Ardern 
highlighted just how much of a feat that 
was. The lockdown — unprecedented in 
New Zealand — was only announced on 
Monday.

Police commissioner Mike Bush said 
yesterday morning that most people were 
abiding by the rules, but noted a few 
hadn’t been complying.

“We’ve engaged with a few of those, 
given them some advice . . . you won’t 
believe it but some people were saying 
they were unaware of these conditions,” 
he said.

“People were out driving around, just 
having fun, people were visiting ATMs, 
things like that.”

Dawn on the first day of the lockdown 
revealed an eerily quiet Aotearoa.

Normally bustling city streets were 
empty, there was no rush hour and only 
a handful of people could be seen out and 
about as the country entered day one of 
the lockdown.

As the day progressed, the Ministry of 
Health revealed 78 new cases of Covid-19, 
bringing the total to 283. And 27 people 
have now recovered from the virus.

Seven people are now in hospital — 
three in Wellington, two in Nelson, one in 
Waikato and one in Northland — but none 
of them are in intensive care.

Director-General of Health Dr Ashley 
Bloomfield said the new results included 
a number of clusters — at Marist 
College, the World Hereford conference in 
Queenstown, a wedding in Wellington, a 
group trip to the US, a number of people 
in Hawke’s Bay that are associated with 
someone on the Ruby Princess, and a rest 
home in Hamilton.

Meanwhile, modelling conducted by 
New Zealand researchers showed the 

lockdown measures now in place could 
buy the country more than a year for a 
vaccine or treatment to be developed.

However, the research shows that 
without a vaccine or cure, cases of    
Covid-19 will still peak well beyond 
hospital capacity as soon as any lockdown 
ends.

The modelling, released yesterday by 
Te Punaha Matatini, shows measures 
similar to those now in place can suppress 
the virus for up to 400 days but infections 
could spike as soon as they are gone, 
because the population will not have 
developed any herd immunity.

And fatality rates from Covid-19 in New 
Zealand “would be very low,” University of 
Auckland Professor Shaun Hendy said.

“If we kept this up, in our model we 
could keep the fatality rates to very small 
numbers,” Prof Hendy said.

While the initial panic of impending 
lockdown has now passed and we’re in 
it, many are still facing the realities of 
what the shutdown and its impact on the 
economy means.

Senior economists are predicting 
unemployment to reach 15 percent, with 
one warning it could even hit 30 percent 
as Covid-19 brings the economy to a 
shuddering halt.

Another said the sudden stop to most 
sectors would make the pandemic far 
more economically-damaging than even 
the Global Financial Crisis.

The Minister of Housing says property 
managers who told tenants they would 
be evicted for not paying rent during the 
lockdown period have been corrected.

Minister of Housing Megan Woods 
told Morning Report tenants could only 
be evicted on narrow grounds including 
threatening someone, damaging property, 
or if the home became uninhabitable.

“Under the legislation we passed on 
Wednesday, evictions cannot occur for 
unpaid rent for up to 60 days,” she said.  

 — RNZ

Life on lockdown
QUIET STREETS: New Zealand has made it through the first day of the nationwide 
lockdown.  Hawke’s Bay Today picture

by Lincoln Tan, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — A worried mother of a Year 
10 student at Auckland’s Marist College — 
where 13 people have tested positive — is 
worried that there could be “an explosion” 
of cases if three school communities are not 
tested for Covid-19.

It was revealed that some students from 
Lynfield College and Mt Albert Grammar 
have also ridden in the same school bus as 
the Marist College students while they were 
infectious, and are considered to be “casual 
contacts”.

Speaking to the NZ Herald from her 
home where she is in self isolation with her 
daughter, the woman, who does not want to 

be identified, said there were just too many 
obstacles for people who have been exposed 
to coronavirus just to get tested.

“We received an email from the school to 
confirm my daughter is considered as a close 
contact patient and she should be in self-
isolation,” the mother said.

The mother said she was worried because 
many people who tested positive didn’t show 
any symptoms.

She decided to go straight to St Luke’s 
White Cross drive through—- where she was 
finally given a test.

The mother said she did not feel staying at 
home to self-quarantine is sufficient to contain 
the virus within the school communities and 
that tests for everyone was necessary.

Possible ‘explosion’ of cases
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31505-01

OF YOUR 

POWER BILL

www.beaverkitchens.co.nz

P. 07 308 7642

DESIGN AND MANUFACTURING

Dreaming of a designer kitchen?

Call us today!

31235-01



WELLINGTON — The supply 
of protective gowns for medical 
workers at the Covid-19 frontline 
appears to be in turmoil.

A major supplier has told RNZ 
demand has “gone through the 
roof” since the lockdown was 
announced on Monday.

The supplier said late 
yesterday the Ministry of Health 
had just asked it to urgently find 
half a million gowns but it can’t 
because supply from China is 
badly disrupted.

This was after Director-
General of Health Ashley 
Bloomfield yesterday, said 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) supplies — masks, gloves, 
gowns, visors — were plentiful 
and steady and distribution was 
being made “rock-solid”.

“First thing is just to reiterate, 
we have really good supplies of 
PPE,” he said. 

“The second thing is, we are 
working hard to make sure it is 
there with everybody who needs 
it, in whatever clinical situation 
they’re in, whether that’s in a 
pharmacy, a midwife out in the 
community, obviously in primary 
care — they already have good 
supplies — and within DHB 
settings.”

Bloomfield gave this assurance 
two hours after a new meeting 
RNZ has learned of — a daily 
11am Covid-19 forum that began 
this week — where unions raise 
medical workers’ worries with 
DHBs.

The unions have expressed 
concerns of doctors, nurses, 
midwives and other health 
professionals that there was not 
enough equipment or it was not 
being distributed properly.

They demanded the DHBs by 
last night put out clear national 
guidelines on what protective 
gear who should wear, and when.

The ministry did not do that, 
but is understood to be working 
on it. It responded yesterday 
by releasing 600,000 masks to 
DHBs — or eight masks for 

every DHB worker.
Bloomfield said 200,000 masks 

were being produced locally each 
day.

As for gowns, however, the 
major supplier described the 
situation to RNZ as “bedlam”.

“National demand has gone 
through the roof,” the supplier 
said, speaking to RNZ on 
condition of anonymity.

“Every avenue of supply is 
being explored.”

Normal demand was 1000 
cartons a week, but they had 
gone through five times that — 
250,000 gowns — since Monday. 
The catalyst was the lockdown 
announcement.

As well, the ministry had come 
to them yesterday, wanting half 
a million gowns to be flown, 
rather than shipped, out of 
China.

It had asked them for another 
200,000 gowns which DHBs 
could put into PPE kits also 
containing gloves and a mask 
to give to community health 
workers. 

The DHBs have been 
supplying other parts of the 
workforce, such as GPs.

But the supplier has told the 
ministry they can’t find a factory 
able to make it, or a plane able 
to bring it here.

They believe other suppliers 
are telling the ministry the same 
thing.

The gowns protect health 
workers’ clothes from droplets 
that might contain Covid-19.

‘I’m concerned’

Cromwell GP Anya Beale said 
the DHB had supplied seven 
PPE kits, with seven gowns, to 
her practice last week.

“I’m concerned because we 
serve a population of 5000 
patients. 

Currently, we are left with 
four full sets of gowns, eyewear, 
gloves and masks.

“So we’re currently able to test 

only four patients because all 
of the gear is disposable. Once 
those kits are used, we don’t 
have any more. And we’re unsure 
when they’re going to arrive.”

“So we feel that we’re limited 
to deal with things if they 
escalate further.”

Three people in Central Otago 
have tested positive for Covid-19.

Feilding health support worker 
Angela Beenen said she had 
lab-testing experience, so knew 
to buy her own protective gear, 
including goggles from Bunnings, 
as they did not have enough 
equipment.

“Coming from a laboratory 
setting, it’s a bit of a joke really, 
especially if we’re supposed to 
be taking this seriously,” Beenen 
said.

Manawatu has five confirmed 
cases of the virus.

Beenen is worried as her 
colleagues don’t know how 
to properly wear the little 
protective gear they have been 
provided by the homecare 
agency.

She got four masks, five 
pairs of gloves, a small bottle of 
sanitiser, and a plastic apron — 
“that looks like a rubbish sack 
you cut up the side and put on” 
— to last till further notice. She 
visits 10 clients most weekends.

“The director said, ‘this is all 
we’ve got. We’ve divvied up what 
we have in the place and we 
haven’t been given anything by 

the district health board yet’,” 
Beenen said.

RNZ has approached the 
agency for comment.

Beenen said the lack of gear 
exposed to risk their many 
elderly and vulnerable clients.

Each care worker should have 
a proper protective gown for each 
house they visited, she said. She 
had bought her own gowns years 
ago.

Supply not arriving fast enough 
to meet demand

The major supplier to the 
DHBs told RNZ the difficulty 
getting gowns was despite the 
New Zealand health authorities 
lifting the cap on what they 
are willing to pay for PPE by 
between 10 and 80 percent.

The World Health 
Organisation declared a global 
shortage of protective equipment 
stocks weeks ago.

This was forcing up prices, 
pitting one country’s supplier 
against another or against deep-
pocketed multinationals, the 
supplier said.

Many Chinese factories that 
had made gowns were now 
making masks as this was more 
profitable.

Factories in Wuhan which had 
restarted work on gowns had 
then closed again when a worker 
tested positive for Covid-19, they 
said.

Wuhan is both the epicentre of 
Covid-19 and the world’s major 
manufacturing site of gowns.

Of 30,000 cartons of gowns the 
major supplier had on order, just 
1600 were on a ship, and another 
1900 were due to leave China by 
sea at the end of next week. 

That meant that of 15 
containers on order, only one or 
two containers could make it per 
week.

“It will take a long time to 
catch up,” the supplier said.

However, it might be the DHBs 
were just replenishing stocks at 

present, and once that was done, 
the spike in demand would settle 
back down, they said.

Or if the ministry were to 
authorise the 20 DHBs to release 
their pandemic reserves, then 
that might be enough to tide 
the country over till the Wuhan 
factories came back up to speed, 
they added.

The ministry last night 
refused to answer RNZ’s 
questions about the pandemic 
reserves of protective gear, how 
much is in them, or if they are 
being released.

The ministry said Bloomfield 
had addressed the PPE issues at 
yesterday’s briefing when he said 
supplies were fine.

Its spokesperson said health 
workers needed to only use 
protective gear in certain 
situations, “appropriately”.

A second PPE supplier told 
RNZ that finding gowns was 
“challenging”, but they would not 
elaborate.

As for masks, the local 
manufacturer the ministry relies 
on, QSI in Whanganui, has on its 
website a mask shortage alert 
saying its stocks of procedural 
and surgical masks are “nearly 
out”. The alert is dated late 
January.

RNZ has been unable to 
contact QSI so far.

Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said yesterday there 
were millions of face masks 
available but she was seeking 
assurances that the distribution 
chain was working, after seeing 
comments about this.

Bloomfield told the briefing 
the ministry was making sure 
the distribution chain was 
“rock solid” by putting it under 
national control.

The Nurses Organisation has 
called for all nurses in hospitals 
and primary care to be given 
personal protective equipment, 
with some nurses saying they 
don’t feel safe at work without 
it. —RNZ

Demand ‘through the roof’
Not enough protective medical gear available despite govt assurances: supplier

QUEENSTOWN — Imagine 
heading into the bush last week 
and coming out five days later, 
only to find that Covid-19 had 
turned the world upside down.

That’s been the mind-
boggling reality for Pauline 
Dupont and her partner 
Romain, both from Belgium, 
who emerged from a tramp 
on Monday to find most 
international borders shut, and 
virtually no way to get home.

The pair live in Melbourne 
and have Australian working 
holiday visas, and had been in 
New Zealand since 6 March for 
a one-month holiday.

They had been tramping near 
Queenstown with friends from 
Belgium, and had been out of 
cellphone service for days.

They got a big shock when 
they turned their phones back 
on on Monday — New Zealand 
was getting ready for lockdown, 
Australia had closed its borders 
to non-citizens and residents, 
and much of Europe was also 
shutting down.

“We were very sad and 
shocked at the same time, 
we didn’t want to believe that 
it was real,” Ms Dupont told 
Checkpoint.

We could not breath . . . our 
brains started to change into 
war mode . . . you just have to 
quickly get to the airport.”

They arrived at Queenstown 
Airport, but there were no 
flights.

They and some other 
travellers decided to rent a car 
and drive to Christchurch, in the 
hope there would be flights to 
Melbourne, or somewhere they 
could get another flight back to 
Belgium.

“First we thought we would 
go to the airport and find a 
solution, but they told us that’s 
not possible.

“We didn’t know what to do, 
we were really lost.”

Aside from being stuck in 
a foreign city, Pauline and 
Romain have another problem 
— most of their belongings are 
in Melbourne, and they both 

only had small backpacks with 
essential items.

“I have a soap, one pair of 
shorts, my pants are on me, I 
have two tee shirts, a pullover    
. . . I have four pairs of socks 
and underwear . . . and a 
reader.”

They put a plea out 
on Facebook for at least 
somewhere to stay, and 
someone has offered to put 
them up. Others have offered 
clothes and other items.

They were now hoping they 
might be able to get on a mercy 
flight the German government 
was organising for its citizens.

But despite their desire to 
leave, they are concerned about 
travelling.

“We don’t want to get trapped 
. . . it’s not safe. We could get 
sick on the way, we don’t want 
to put ourselves in danger and 
we don’t want to put anyone 
else in danger,” Dupont said.

“We thought the safest option 
was to stay in Christchurch.” 
 — RNZ

Tourists emerge from bush, find world changed

SAFE HAVEN: Hikers leave the bush to find NZ readying for Covid-19 
lockdown.  Picture by Pauline Dupont via RNZ
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WELLINGTON — A pregnant 
woman who is due to give birth 
during the nationwide shutdown 
says she fears being forced into 
having a home birth.

Fili Tagaloa, 27, is almost 38 
weeks pregnant with her third 
child and is among many other 
pregnant women who are gearing 
up to give birth as the country 
locks down. She said she was 
trying not to panic.

“I’m feeling a bit overwhelmed,” 
Tagaloa said. “Usually I’m the 
type to leave things till the day I 
feel my contractions but with the 
lockdown happening, everyone’s 
panic-buying which is starting to 
make me feel in somewhat of a 
panic.

“But I just need to remain 
calm and know that there are 
essentials out there. I just need 
to remain calm.”

Tagaloa said she knew of 
other pregnant women who had 
been advised by maternity staff 
to consider giving birth at a 
birthing unit if they could or at 
home if they were well enough to 
do so.

Ministry of Health guidelines 
sent out to community midwives 
this week state that if a woman 
feels safe to do so, home birth is 
an option they could consider and 
to avoid the hospital as much as 
possible.

However, Tagaloa said her 
home was not equipped for it and 
she was worried she might not 
have a choice.

She plans to give birth at the 
hospital where she feels safest, 
but the ongoing uncertainty 
means she isn’t sure how 
different things will be in two 
weeks from now. 

“I did hear they were trying to 
speak to pregnant women who 
were due soon about birthing 
from home, and that was 
causing a bit of anxiety for me 
just because it’s not our norm,” 
Tagaloa said.

“My home would not be a 
suitable place to birth at. We 
don’t have a bathtub and just 
with my other kids around I don’t 

feel like it’s a safe and sacred 
space for me to be able to bring 
my third child into this world.”

Eva Neely, a public health 
lecturer at Victoria University 
and a member of the governance 
board for the College of 
Midwives, said she was aware 
staff on the ground were advising 
some women to carefully consider 
their birthing options during this 
time.

Dr Neely started a support 
group on Facebook called 
“Pregnancy and Birth during 
Covid-19”, and said many 
pregnant women would be feeling 
even more vulnerable right now.

“At the moment, the official 
government response is 
women still to choose which 
of the options they feel most 
comfortable with, but obviously 
as this progresses it’s important 
to keep an eye on the capacity 
that hospitals have and to be 
aware of whether or not you 
would like to go into hospital,” Dr 
Neely said.

“It’s just that the reasons not 
to go into hospital are right now 
a little bit elevated and more 
on everyone’s radar than they 
normally would be.”

Dr Neely, who is also a trustee 
for the Home Birth Aotearoa 
association, said home birth was 
a safe option for women.

“We know from research, 
including very robust recent 
evidence that home birth reduces 
the likelihood of unnecessary 
interventions and I think too, 
that if we want to take pressure 
off the health system, this is a 
very simple and safe way to do so 
because everyone will be under 
stress and time pressure,” she 
said.

Briar Hale, 36, is 27 weeks 

pregnant with her first child.
She has decided to give birth at 

home and said she was relieved 
that the nation was going into 
lockdown.

As the number of Covid-19 
cases continues to rise in New 
Zealand, Hale said she was glad 
to be having a home birth.

“I guess for a couple of reasons: 
one is not to add any pressure 
on the health system, which I 
imagine is only going to get more 
busy and under pressure, and 
also just for our personal comfort 
of not needing to go to a hospital 
where the virus may be present.

The impacts of the virus has 
meant that Hale’s midwife had 
to stop working because she was 
immunocompromised.

Now she is seeking another 
midwife or a locum to help her 
give birth at home.

She was nervous about 
contracting the virus in hospital 
but would still rather give birth 
there than at home.

“I’m nervous about birthing 
at home and at the same time 
nervous about getting sick at the 
hospital, but weighing up the 
pros and the cons, just being at a 

facility with doctors and nurses 
— that would be the best place 
for me.”

The College of Midwives is 
advising that a woman can only 
have a home birth if she does not 
have any Covid-19 risk factors 
and is well.

“Women who are in labour will 
still receive their care no matter 
what” — College of Midwives 
acting chief executive, Jacqui 
Anderson. 

Anderson, told Morning Report 
that midwives would continue to 
operate as an essential service 
and would determine what type 
of care each person needed.

“They do need to be able to 
seek advice and get the care they 
need. 

“So we’ve been advising 
midwives around ways to ensure 
they can make contact with their 
clients, and also make decisions 
around which clients need actual 
face-to-face care, and those that 
they can actually provide advice 
to and have long conversations 
with to identify their needs as 
well.”

However, some midwives still 
did not have protective gear 

because some district health 
boards still needed to distribute 
them, she said. 

She said ministers had 
outlined there was enough 
available gear, it was just a 
matter of DHBs providing access 
to them. 

“What we’re hearing from 
around the country is that it’s 
variable. The College has been 
in contact with the Ministry of 
Health on a daily basis around 
what’s happening with the 
protective equipment.

“We’re expected to provide care 
which midwives want to do and 
keep doing, but we do need the 
equipment to be available.

“I know the DHBs are working 
hard to try to find ways to make 
sure it’s accessible for midwives 
. . . we have some DHBs who 
have already distributed it to 
midwives and we need others to 
focus on how they’re going to do 
that as quickly as possible.”

And whether partners will 
be able to be present during 
the birth will be determined 
on a case-by-case basis with 
assessments of risk and exposure, 
Anderson said.— RNZ

‘I’m feeling a bit overwhelmed’

HAWERA — A Taranaki farmer has 
added some creative complexity to the 
nationwide teddy bear hunt currently going 
viral.

Bruce Nickel’s teddy bear isn’t at his front 
window; it’s at the front of his Normanby 
property and prior to the country’s 
lockdown, would have been a double take for 
motorists as they drove by.

However, it’s still garnering interest 
online after he put a photo up on his 
Facebook page this week.

Taranaki Federated Farmers has also 
shared it, doing a shout out to other rural 
folk to see if they can compete with Nickel’s 
creativity. 

Nickel said the bear only took him about 
20 minutes to make. It had been at the front 
of his property for the past couple of weeks 
but he had to take it down the other day as 
its head fell off in high winds.

The hay bale creations are nothing new. 
He’d made all sorts for the past six or so 
years including a tractor and trailer, planes, 
cows and bulls.

“I make one every year — make them for 
the kids, grandkids seem to like it. It’s good 
fun.”

The teddy bear hunt was instigated by 
Debby Hoffman who started the page We’re 

Not Scared — NZ Bear Hunt in a bid to 
get children to look out for bears in their 
community while getting exercise.

It’s even caught the attention of Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern who yesterday said 
in her press conference that Kiwis were 
welcome to take children for walks in the 
neighbourhood for fresh air and suggested 
they try to spot teddy bears in the windows.

“They might look for teddy bears in 
windows but as they pass people, keep 
your distance, don’t talk to others, just stay 
within your bubble,” she said.

“And if you’re in Wellington and you’re 
walking in a local neighbourhood, you might 
see one in my window.”

She’s asked people across the country to 
put a teddy bear in their window and put a 
pin on the site’s map so children can take 
part in a safe game while at a distance.

She earlier told the Herald more than 
1000 people across the country have dropped 
pins so children can locate and tick off the 
teddies they’ve seen in different locations.

The Government has reiterated that, 
while it is asking to Kiwis to stay home as 
much as possible, people are allowed to go 
outside for walks and exercise, either on 
their own or with the people they are self-
isolating with. — NZ Herald

Farmer gets creative for viral teddy bear hunt

CUDDLE BUDDY: This 
teddy bear was created 
by Taranaki farmer Bruce 
Nickel, adding to the large 
collection of bears popping 
up around the country.  
 NZ Herald picture

Uncertainty creates anxiety for pregnant women amid lockdown

FEARING 
HAPPINESS: Fili 
Tagaloa is almost 
38 weeks pregnant 
and worries about 
whether she’ll have 
to give birth in her 
home instead of 
hospital.  
 RNZ picture

If a woman feels safe 
to do so, home birth is 
an option they could 
consider.   
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WELLINGTON — New Zealand shares rose for 
a third day as the US$2 trillion stimulus package 
bolsters investor confidence that governments 
are throwing everything at the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The S&P/NZX 50 index increased 4 percent,  
to 9632.47. Within the index, 43 stocks gained, 
six fell, and one was unchanged. Turnover was 
$210 million.

US policymakers are finalising a massive 
bailout for the world’s biggest economy, 
providing support to businesses and workers 
as Covid-19 spreads. Governments around the 
world have rolled out major packages to soften 
the economic blow as they impose lockdowns to 
limit the infection.

Greg Smith, head of research at Fat Prophets, 
said the stimulus package helps ease fears 
about the economic damage being wrought by 
the pandemic, but it was far too soon to call a 

bottom.
“It’s been a couple of good days after a 

traumatic few weeks,” he said.
Smith expects a levelling off in global 

infection rates will see volatility in financial 
markets subside. However, the ultimate cost to 
nations will depend on how long restrictions 
such as New Zealand’s lockdown stay in place.

“There’s going to be a huge economic cost, 
paid by us and future generations,” he said.

Stocks that have been beaten up in recent 
months led the market higher. Gentrack Group, 
which develops software for utilities and 
airports, jumped 29.9 percent to $1, while rental 
campervan operator Tourism Holdings climbed 
23.9 percent to $1.09.

Skellerup Holdings jumped 23.6 percent to 
$1.73, Oceania Healthcare was up 11.5 percent 
at 58c, Precinct Properties rose 10.7 percent  
to $1.655 and Property for Industry advanced 

10.2 percent to $2.06.
Air New Zealand was again the most traded 

stock on a volume of 10.8 million shares, 
compared to its 90-day average of 1.7 million. 
It rose 2.3 percent to 89c after saying it will 
operate a limited international network, but is 
working with the Government to keep transport 
lines open. The carrier has also been chartered 
by the German Government to fly Germans 
home from Canada.

Auckland International Airport rose  
6.4 percent to $5.80 after saying it has put  
$2 billion of capital spending projects on hold, 
and is investigating ways to reduce staff pay 
and hours.

Port of Tauranga was up 3.9 percent at $6.13. 
It withdrew annual earnings guidance due to 
forestry exports being designated non-essential 
cargo.

Metlifecare sank 21.5 percent to $3.79 as 
investors questioned whether a $7 per share 
takeover offer would go ahead. The retirement 
village operator yesterday said suitor EQT 
was considering the impact of the pandemic, 
and reserving its legal and contractual rights. 

Metlifecare said it didn’t think there were 
grounds for an out-clause to be triggered.

Smith said a number of merger and 
acquisition deals had fallen over in recent days 
as the rapid shift in conditions made buyers 
rethink their purchases.

Z Energy fell 3.3 percent to $2.89 and Fletcher 
Building was down 3.3 percent at $3.26.

Outside the benchmark index, Warehouse 
Group fell 3.5 percent to $1.95. The retailer 
apologised for jumping the gun in claiming 
its Red Shed stores were deemed essential 
services, and withdrew its earnings guidance. 
Smith said he was surprised by how small the 
fall was, given it had soared 40 percent from an 
all-time low when it said those stores would stay 
open.

Augusta Capital dropped 18.7 percent to 97.5c 
after its $180 million takeover fell through when 
ASX-listed Centuria Capital pulled out of the 
proposed purchase.

TIL Logistics was unchanged at 70c after 
withdrawing its earnings guidance due to the 
virus outbreak. It has been deemed an essential 
service.— BusinessDesk 

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

by Liam Dann, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — Stimulus to try to keep 
economies functioning normally is futile, but New 
Zealand appears to be on the right track with 
its rescue plans, says Westpac chief economist 
Dominick Stephens.

“There are two types of government measures 
you can take,” he said. “You can go for rescue or 
you can go for stimulus.”

The Australian Government seemed to be 
trying to keep the economy alive with stimulus.

“Frankly I think that is futile,” he said. “We are 
in lockdown here, demand is going to be very 
low whatever happens.”

The role of government for now was to ensure 
that people have the means to get by and New 
Zealand has the means to prevent firms from 
needlessly collapsing.

“We just want to allow people to get through 
this. We don’t want to think we can keep the 
economy functioning through a lockdown.”

There was no doubt the economic downturn 
would be extreme in the short term, Stephens 
said.

Westpac sees a GDP fall in excess of 10 
percent in the second quarter, and more than 
200,000 jobs being lost.

“It could mean an unemployment rate above 
10 percent,” he said.

But he was hopeful it might not get to that, 
due to the Government wage programme and 
tendency of firms to hold on to workers more so 
than in a normal recession.

“Obviously when the lockdown is over 
economic activity will resume and there will be 
some very, very large growth rates out the other 
side,” Stephens said.

Meanwhile it was vital that government 
responses needed to be timely, targeted and 
temporary, he said.

“It needs to be timely enough to actually have 
an effect,” he said. “It needs to be targeted so we 
are not wasting money.”

Above all it needed to temporarily ensure debt 
levels could be managed and maintained.

NZ Government bond rates really rose last 
week and the Reserve Bank came to the rescue 
with its $30 billion bond buying plan.

“What we’re still seeing is a reasonably high 
interest rate for longer-term debt,” Stephens said.

“I think its imperative that the Government 
displays how it is going to get debt back under 
control once the virus disruption is past, to keep 
markets calm. If the Government can’t do that, 
its own interest rate is going to rise and that will 
generate an unhelpful lift in interest rates around 
New Zealand.”

For economists the lack of data was going to 
make it hard to get a fix on numbers for some 
time.

“The best measure we’ll have of the damage 
done will be the Government’s balance sheet,” 
he said.

The last estimate Westpac had done was for a 
debt-to-GDP ratio rising from around 19 percent 
to 30 percent.

It now looked like it would have to go a lot 
higher than that, perhaps well above 50 percent, 
he said.

“The Government is having to backstop us, 
that will be a measure of how much this costs.”

Australian stimulus 
approach is futile, 
NZ on right track

by Jenny Ruth, BusinessDesk

WELLINGTON — Commercial property owners 
are scrambling to respond to tenants’ demands for 
relief from paying rent and at the same time trying 
to estimate what the damage to their bottom lines 
will be from the coronavirus crisis.

Kiwi Property Group was the canary in the 
coalmine when it told NZX on Tuesday that it had 
been checking its portfolio and “identified a small 
number of tenants relative to the total number of 
tenants in its portfolio with a contractual right to 
suspend rental payments if they 
are unable or chose not to occupy 
or utilise their premises because 
of the government order.”

That was the national lockdown 
the government ordered from 
midnight Wednesday in the 
attempt to stop the spread of the 
covid-19 virus.

Kiwi Property estimated that 
if all its tenants who are able to 
exercise the right not to occupy 
do so, “the company expects 
it would result in a drop in gross rental income 
of around $6 million, representing less than 3 
percent of the prior year’s gross rental income”.

But it looks like the problem could be a 
significantly bigger one for commercial landlords.

Colliers International has warned that the most 
common standard form of commercial property 
lease in New Zealand — the Auckland District Law 
Society deed of lease — includes a ‘no access in 
emergency’ clause added in 2012 in response to 
the Christchurch earthquakes.

In the aftermath of the quakes, many buildings 
were cordoned off and tenants were unable to 
access their premises or conduct business from 
them, but were still required to pay rent.

“While originally introduced in response to 
cordons from earthquakes, the clause covers a 
range of different emergency scenarios including 

eruptions, tsunamis, floods or even epidemics and 
contamination,” said Colliers strategic advisory 
director Chris Farhi.

“The no-access clause provides for a fair 
proportion of payment of rent to stop temporarily 
if a property is unable to be accessed in an 
emergency and there are rights for the landlord 
or tenant to terminate the lease if the no-access 
continues for an extended period — the default 
period being nine months,” Farhi said.

The wording of the standard clause is: “if there 
is an emergency and the tenant is unable to gain 

access to the premises to fully 
conduct the tenant’s business 
from the premises because of 
reasons of safety of the public 
or the property or the need to 
prevent, reduce or overcome any 
hazard, harm or loss that may be 
associated with the emergency”.

With all but essential workers 
confined to their homes and vast 
swathes of office, industrial and 
retail properties lying empty, the 
current crisis seems to fall smack 

bang in the middle of qualifying.
The Property Council New Zealand, which 

represents commercial landlords, is among those 
scrambling to figure out what this means for its 
members and their tenants and expects to be able 
to say something publicly soon.

Yesterday, Stride Property said it was about to 
send a notice to the NZX outlining what the impact 
on it would be. Other listed property companies 
didn’t respond to BusinessDesk’s questions about 
the impact on them.

However, BusinessDesk has been told that 
these companies are being deluged with queries 
and demands from tenants.

The landlord of one small business tenanting 
an office in Auckland’s CBD immediately offered 
a 50 percent rent reduction on the basis that, if 
the government rules such rent holidays should 

be higher or lower, the agreement will be varied 
accordingly.

Finance Minister Grant Robertson 
acknowledged yesterday that he’s aware of the 
problem and said he had been receiving “feedback 
about some commercial landlords not being 
prepared to offer flexibility” on rents.

“Can I please urge landlords of commercial 
properties to speak to your tenants and work 
together,” Robertson said .

It was a far better outcome that those tenant 
businesses survive the current covid-19 shutdown 
than be put out of business, in part by inflexible 
rent demands, he said.

Across the Tasman, policymakers are 
considering ways to release firms from overheads 
such as rents through a shutdown, with the 
Australian Financial Review reporting that major 
retailers are putting pressure on landlords to offer 
relief by staging a rent strike while stores are 
closed.

Craig Tyson, head of property securities at 
ANZ New Zealand Investments, is in no doubt the 
extent of the problem is much wider than Kiwi 
Property suggested.

“The reality is that they are going to be 
speaking to their tenants about rental abatement,” 
Tyson told BusinessDesk.

“You can’t shutter parts of a mall and not give 
some relief to your tenants. All tenants now will be 
having some discussions” with their landlords.

Kiwi Property, for example, owns New Zealand’s 
largest shopping mall, Sylvia Park.

“Property doesn’t escape this” but a lot will 
depend on how long the emergency lasts. The 
initial order is to shut down everything non-
essential for four weeks, but Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern has made it clear it may go on for 
longer, depending on what happens to the number 
of people known to be infected with covid-19.

Tyson said the big worry for everybody was 
whether the shutdown causes permanent damage 
to a lot of businesses.

Commercial property owners scramble, 
reacting to rent abatement demands

‘ Can I please 
urge landlords 
of commercial 
properties to speak 
to your tenants and 
work together ’  —Grant Robertson

UNITED NATIONS – Eight countries under 
unilateral sanctions, mainly from the United States 
and European Union, have urged UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres to ask for the immediate 
lifting of those measures to enable them to 
respond to the coronavirus pandemic.

The ambassadors from China, Cuba, North 
Korea, Iran, Nicaragua, Russia, Syria and Venezuela 
urged the UN chief to “reject the politicisation of 
such a pandemic”.

The ambassadors did not name any countries 
responsible for what they called “illegal, coercive 
measures of economic pressure”. But the United 
States has imposed sanctions on all of the 
nations except China and the European Union has 
imposed sanctions on all but Cuba.

In a speech to the Group of 20 major 

industrialised nations on Thursday, Secretary-
General Guterres appealed “for the waiving of 
sanctions that can undermine countries’ capacity 
to respond to the pandemic”.

The eight countries said efforts to combat 
COVID-19 were hindered by “the destructive 
impact” of sanctions nationally, as well as their 
external consequences including difficulties 
accessing the international financial system or 
trading freely to procure medical equipment and 
supplies, including virus testing kits.

The ambassadors noted that UN independent 
experts had concluded that unilateral sanctions 
affected over a third of the world’s population.

Iran is one of the countries hardest-hit by the 
new virus, representing eight of 10 cases of the 
virus in the Mideast, and those leaving the have 

carried the virus to other countries.
On Sunday, Iran’s supreme leader refused US 

assistance to fight the new coronavirus, citing an 
unfounded conspiracy theory claiming the virus 
could be man-made by America.

US Agency for International Development said 
on Thursday that strict measures were forcing it 
to halt aid for deficient healthcare in war-ravaged 
Yemen. A spokesman said it would “partially 
suspend” its operations the following day in Houthi 
rebel-held areas, where 70 percent of Yemenis 
live, because of heavy restrictions imposed by 
the rebels. Yemen, reeling from the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis after five years of war, has 
not yet reported a case of the coronavirus. But 
the suspension of USAID threatens to leave the 
country even more vulnerable to contagion.

Eight countries under 
sanctions ask for help
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I wish to thank Sophie 
Rishworth and the parents of 
their Down Syndrome children 
for the beautiful article in the 
paper on March 23.

The parents’ story of their 
journey through the medical 
system was heart-wrenching 
to say the least.

The love that was expressed 
for these precious children 
was so beautiful and shows 
there is far more to these 
fabulous children than their 
appearance, and that love is 
far more than skin deep.

VICKY METTNER

Beautiful, heart-wrenching

My hubby and I have 
been isolated since last 
Thursday evening but 
I have heard via my 
“personal shopper” that 
Countdown supermarket 
is doing a fabulous 
job managing the 
expectation of social 
distancing.

However, on 
Wednesday night I took a 
phone call from my dear 
personal shopper to say 
she had had a stressful 
experience at Pak’nSave 
that afternoon. Another 
shopper who seemed a 
bit under the influence 
kept invading her 
personal space while 
they were queuing up 
to pay, and was being 
intimidating. No one 
employed by Pak’nSave 
seemed inclined to 
intervene.

If this was the case, 
perhaps Pak’nSave 

management might 
consider hiring some 
extra personnel to help 
people manage any anti-
social behaviours. If they 
haven’t already. Their 
usual employees are not 
trained in security and 
managing biohazards, 
which we all are now . . .

Almost everyone will 
be keen to be kind and 
abide by the rules to 
keep us all healthy. We 
all know, however, that 
there are always going 
to be a few people who 
are not smart enough to 
know it is in their best 
interests to stay well 
away from others.

People like us who 
can’t shop for our own 
food yet, because we are 
making sure we protect 
others, need our personal 
shoppers to feel safe.

LARA MEYER

Needing our personal 
shopper to feel safe 
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EDITORIAL

Guilty pleas yesterday from the 
Australian terrorist who murdered 51 
people at mosques in Christchurch 
a year ago might leave some 
questions unanswered, but it is 
unlikely there would be anything 
worthwhile for victims to learn from 
the hatred and brainwashing that led 
to this heinous act, the loss of their 
precious loved ones, and the horror 
and injuries for survivors.

As Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said yesterday, avoiding the ordeal 
of a trial is a small reprieve for his 
many victims: the partners, children, 
parents and friends of those he 
murdered, the 49 other worshippers 
who were injured, and those who 
witnessed the massacre. (That final 
category also includes millions 
around the world who saw video of 
the murders from his livestream, 
which trended in the immediate 
aftermath and was pushed out by 
naive Facebook algorithms.)

The guilty pleas also remove the 
risk Tarrant, 29, could have used 
the trial — scheduled for June 
and set to be the largest criminal 
prosecution in New Zealand’s history 
— as a platform to promote racist 
ideologies. Any such attempts, 
though, would surely have not left 
the confines of the courtroom.

Tarrant, gaunt, grey and hunched, 
was emotionless as the names of 
his victims were read out.

“Yes, guilty,” he told a hastily-
arranged session of the Christchurch 
High Court via video link from 
Auckland’s Paremoremo Prison, in 
response to 51 murder charges. 
“Guilty,” again to 40 charges of 
attempted murder. “Guilty,” to 
New Zealand’s first ever charge of 
engaging in a terrorist act. 

Was there a final insult in the 
timing of his admissions, on the 
first day of a nationwide pandemic 
lockdown that kept all but the 
imams of the two mosques out of 
the courtroom? We don’t know, 
and in reality what goes on in that 
twisted head is only important for 
people researching how to counter 
and prevent the uptake of hateful, 
white-supremacist ideologies.

What is important for the victims 
and all New Zealanders is how 
the nation responded, gathering 
around our Muslim communities 
and denouncing racism. The battle 
against xenophobia and racism 
is ongoing, and we owe it to the 
victims of March 15, 2019 to 
continue challenging such views, 
both overt and casual.

Sentencing will take place 
after coronavirus-imposed court 
restrictions are eased. Tarrant 
could receive New Zealand’s first 
sentence of life without parole, 
and potentially then be deported to 
Australia to serve it.

Small reprieve for 
his many victims

Hi Lara, thanks for your feedback, and 
Jeremy for the opportunity to respond.

The pressures of panic buying and, as 
you say, “a few people who are not smart 
enough to know it is in their best interests 
to stay well away from others”, have 
placed us under enormous pressure.

Thankfully, we now have a raft of social 
distancing measures in place, including 
extra safety screens at checkouts. Decal 
guides are on the floor both inside and 
outside the shop to encourage folk to keep 
the 2m social distance, and we are placing 
a limit on the number of customers in the 
store.

Over the past few weeks the strain 
has been immense, and I have to say the 
people of Gisborne have been fantastic 
to serve, they have been kind and 
understanding. As always, however, there 
are the exceptions, and I am sorry your 
personal shopper suffered that experience. 
We do have extra security people on board 
who are trained appropriately. Clearly 
they cannot be everywhere at once, and I 
apologise for that.

Today (Thursday) it has been much 
quieter, and by controlling the number of 
folk in the store we have achieved a great 
social distancing environment.

May I request some ongoing help from 

the community to continue to achieve 
this?

Please have a list so that you can 
get your shopping done as expediently 
as possible. This allows us to keep the 
number of people in the store at low levels.

Please only attend the store if you are 
well.

Please only one shopper to do the 
shopping. These are Ministry of Health 
guidelines and we are ensuring these are 
followed at the entrance door.

Please maintain your 2m social 
distancing.

Please only touch something you are 
putting in your trolley.

I’d also like to make a call out to our 
team, and to all supermarket workers 
throughout the country and our supply 
chains, who have been dealing with the 
twice the normal sales volumes, working 
many days in a row.

We all want to do a great job and we are 
trying hard to do so.

I apologise, again, that we let your 
personal shopper down.

Let’s remember, we are all in this 
together, be kind and care for each other.

EWAN ATHERTON
Pak’nSave owner operator

New measures in place

Re: Covid-19 screening 
at Gisborne Airport, video 
posted March 26.

Jobs well done. Thank 
you.

ROD MAXWELL

Well done, Dr Oz Mansoor — 
very clearly and well presented 
and explained, as well as being 
supportive and considerate of all, 
including those potentially more 
challenged or less able to look 
out for themselves. An impressive 
calming approach while doing the 

maximum possible to keep your 
area healthy.

All the best to you from Silicon 
Valley in USA where we are 
dealing with extra bad and super-
rapid spread because they were 
unable to agree sufficiently-fast 
to the value of the most efficient 
and super-rapid pre-emptive 
steps, enlisting and enabling 
co-operation of all. This is 
extremely valuable and needed 
for the best outcomes possible 
for all.

YASMIN MANSOOR, USA

Great approach at airport

Re: Party for one at 
Bunty’s house, March 26 
story.

Happy Birthday Bunty. 
You were one of my 
favourite customers when 
I worked at Farmers and 
I enjoyed the baking you 
brought in to us. Not to 

mention your fabulous 
Christmas tree.

JO-ANN MICHIE

Hi Bunty, you made the best 
Pavlovas. I hope you had a good 
day.

BEVERLEY CARSWELL

Birthday wishes for Bunty

Re: Decriminalisation better 
than legalising, March 26.

Anne, I would like to 
think you are a rational and 
reasonable person with a 
few years of life experience. 
Playing along with the 
National Party Line does 
not bring anything new to 
support the prohibition of 
cannabis in New Zealand. 
Decriminalisation is not 
enough to mitigate the harms 
of existing prohibition. Nor 
should a person have to 
fear the police or end up in 
court for possession or using 
cannabis.

Because you recognise the 
medicinal benefits of this 
organic living plant I query 
the need for you to deny 
others access. Addiction to 
substances frequently occurs 
in a clinical setting. Drug 
misuse is problematic but 
a legal framework should 

provide safe access to 
cannabis; a regulated and 
licensed system plus an age 
restriction of 20 is proposed. 
Countries that have legalised 
cannabis have not seen any 
increase in youth uptake but 
senior citizens are flocking to 
buy their “sunshine in a bag”.

Finally, I urge you to 
investigate the developments 
and business opportunities 
especially for Maori in both 
medicinal cannabis and 
hemp. Use local knowledge 
and support the new green 
economy.

The same old message 
doesn’t hold weight, especially 
with younger voters who have 
seen cannabis use normalised 
for the past 20 years on TV 
and film.

JEANETTE SAXBY
AOD (alcohol and other 

drug) clinician, Dunedin

Not enough to mitigate 
the harms of prohibition

Re: Decriminalisation better than 
legalising, March 26 column. 

“I have yet to hear a convincing 
or robust argument in favour of 
the legalisation of recreational 
cannabis.”

Here ya go Mrs Tolley:
https://www.drugfoundation.org.

nz/policy-and-advocacy/taking-
control-of-cannabis/

https://helenclark.foundation/
wp-content/uploads/2019/09/the-
case-for-yes-in-the-2020-cannabis-
referendum.pdf

JACOB MORRISON, Auckland

OK, some reading for you
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DUBAI, United Arab Emirates  
— The leaders of the world’s 
20 major industrialised nations 
(the Group of 20 — or ‘G20’), 
including US President Donald 
Trump and Australia’s Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison, held a 
summit through a video link-up 
overnight.

The head of the United 
Nations told the G20 leaders 
during the emergency virtual 
summit that “we are at war with 
a virus — and not winning it”, 
despite dramatic measures by 
countries to seal their borders, 
shut businesses and enforce 
self-isolation at home for well 
over a quarter of the world’s 
population. 

The unusual video call in lieu 
of a physical gathering came as 
governments around the world 
stressed the importance of social 
distancing to curb the spread 
of the highly-infectious virus, 
which has prompted closures, 
curfews and lockdowns globally. 

The G20 leaders, who have 
been criticised for not taking 
cohesive action against the virus 
or its economic impact, vowed 
to work together and said they 
were collectively injecting more 
than US$4.8 trillion into the 
global economy to counteract the 
social and financial impacts of 
the pandemic.

In a final statement after the 
meeting, the G20 said they were 
committed to strengthening the 
World Health Organisation’s 
mandate. 

They said “global action, 
solidarity and international 
co-operation” were needed, now 
more than ever, but made no 
specific commitments.

“The unprecedented 
Covid-19 pandemic is a 
powerful reminder of our 
interconnectedness and 
vulnerabilities,” the group said. 
“The virus respects no borders.”

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres urged the G20 
leaders to adopt a war-time plan 
to tackle the pandemic. 

“It took the world three 
months to reach 100,000 
confirmed cases of infection,” 
he said. “The next 100,000 
happened in just 12 days. The 
third took four days. The fourth, 
just one and a half.”

“This is exponential growth 
and only the tip of the iceberg,” 
Guterres said, adding that 
countries must be able to 
combine systematic testing, 
tracing, quarantining and 
treatment, as well as co-ordinate 
an exit strategy to keep it 
suppressed until a vaccine 
becomes available.

UN spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said later that the 
secretary-general “thought the 
meeting was an important step 
in the right direction, but there 
is still a long way to go before 
(there is) truly concerted and 
effective global leadership in 
response to this pandemic and 
its impact”.

The WHO director-general, 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
told the G20 leaders: “We are at 
war with a virus that threatens 
to tear us apart — if we let it.”

He urged leaders to fight 
without excuses, without 
regrets, thanking countries that 
have already taken steps to 
fight the pandemic and urging 
them to do more. 

He also encouraged leaders 
to unite, saying no country can 
fight Covid-19 alone. 

Saudi Arabia, which is 
presiding over the G20 this year, 
opened the meeting with an 
urgent appeal by King Salman 
for the world’s most powerful 
nations to finance the research 
and development of a vaccine for 
the virus.

“This human crisis requires 
a global response. The world 
counts on us to come together 
and co-operate in order to 
face this challenge,” the Saudi 
monarch said. 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson announced during 
the call that the UK was 

providing additional funding 
to the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations, 
which is supporting the 
development of vaccines, 
bringing its contribution to £250 
million (US$302 million).

The meeting was not open to 
the media, and governments and 
organisations distributed the 
participants’ comments after the 
meeting was concluded. 

In the video call, world leaders 
including India’s Narendra 
Modi, Japan’s Shinzo Abe and 
Canada’s Justin Trudeau, whose 
wife has contracted the virus, 
could be seen in little boxes on 
a screen and seated at desks 
in photos shared on Twitter by 
European Council President 
Charles Michel. 

US President Donald Trump 
was shown seated at the end 
of a long conference table 
in Washington with other 
American officials in photos 
shared on social media by the 
Saudi Foreign Ministry.

The meeting also included 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, who was taking part in 
the summit from her apartment 
in Berlin, where she was in 
quarantine after a doctor who 
gave her a pneumonia vaccine 
had tested positive for the virus. 
Two tests on Merkel have come 
back negative, but she would 
still need more tests.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin suggested setting up a 
special fund under the IMF that 

would offer interest-free loans, 
and he emphasised the need 
to create “green corridors” for 
free movement of supplies and 
technologies intended to deal 
with the pandemic. 

He also proposed a 
moratorium on sanctions with 
regard to essential goods.

Putin noted “it’s a matter of 
life and death”, emphasising 
the need to get rid of “political 
rubbish”.

He did not name any specific 
country but appeared to refer to 
US sanctions on Iran, which has 
been badly hit by the outbreak. 
Russia has also faced waves of 
Western sanctions over its 2014 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea.

Italian Premier Giuseppe 
Conte, whose country has been 
hardest-hit in Europe by Covid-
19, said the G20 must use all 
fiscal and monetary policy tools 
to safeguard economies, “and 
national responses must be 
co-ordinated, enhancing their 
effectiveness”.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez, whose country has also 
been hard hit, asked the G20 to 
work with the WHO and other 
organisations to do “whatever it 
takes” to contain the pandemic. 
He asked for an “unprecedented, 
robust and large-scale” response.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan called on G20 
leaders to use all available 
“humanitarian aid-financing 
resources” to help Syrians and 
other people in war-torn regions, 
who are most disadvantaged by 
the outbreak. 

“I invite all countries to 
participate in the fight against 
this global health crisis in a just 
manner until all of humanity 
can breathe easily,” Erdogan 
said. 

The virtual summit 
additionally included leaders 
from the World Bank, 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), International Labour 
Organisation and others. 

IMF Managing Director 

Kristalina Georgieva asked 
G20 leaders for their backing to 
double the fund’s US$50 billion 
emergency financing capacity. 
She said vulnerable households 
and businesses needed targeted 
financial support to stay afloat 
and get back to work quickly. 

“Otherwise it will take years 
to overcome the effects of 
widespread bankruptcies and 
layoffs,” she warned. 

The IMF has said it stands 
“ready to deploy” all of its US$1 
trillion lending capacity, with 
nearly 80 countries currently 
requesting help.

Ethiopia’s government told 
G20 finance ministers in a call 
ahead of Thursday’s summit 
that Africa needed a US$150 
billion emergency financing 
package due to the impact of the 
virus. 

In his contribution to the 
meeting, Australia’s Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison is 
understood to have called for 
greater assurances that medical 
supplies and medicines would 
freely flow to those who need 
them.

China agreed to increase 
its supply of pharmaceutical 
ingredients and other supplies 
to the international market, in a 
move that will ease shortages in 
many countries.

Morrison is also believed to 
have asked the global leaders 
to fund “urgent” research for a 
vaccine.

 In addition, Morrison urged 
support for developing and 
vulnerable nations, such as 
Pacific Island countries, which 
had less capacity to deal with 
any outbreaks.

Australia’s contribution to 
date includes A$189 billion in 
measures — almost 10 percent 
of the country’s GDP.

The G20 finance, health and 
trade ministers are set to meet 
in the coming weeks to develop 
specific action plans to deal with 
the economic and health impacts 
of the pandemic. — AP, agencies

JOINING FORCES TO 
FIGHT COVID-19: The 
President of the European 
Council, Charles Michel, 
participates in a video 
call of world leaders from 
the Group of 20 (G20) and 
other international bodies 
and organisations. The 
meeting, which lasted 
for about 90 minutes, 
was chaired by Saudi 
Arabia’s King Salman, 
who is presiding over 
the G20 this year. The 
purpose was to tackle 
the pandemic and its 
economic implications as 
people lose their incomes 
amid closures, curfews 
and lockdowns.

 AP picture

World ‘at war with a virus’
G20 leaders vow to co-ordinate virus response in video call

The unusual video call 
in lieu of a physical 
gathering came as 
governments around 
the world stressed the 
importance of social 
distancing . . .   

The Gisborne Herald • Friday, March 27, 2020 WORLD  13



THE human and economic toll 
of the lockdowns against the novel 
coronavirus, Covid-19, mounted on 
Thursday as India struggled to feed 
the multitudes, Italy shut down most 
of its industry and a record-shattering 
3.3 million Americans applied for 
unemployment benefits in a single 
week.

As the number of infections around 
the globe surpassed half a million 
(although 123,321 of those have since 
recovered) and the death toll climbed 
to over 23,600, the damage to people’s 
livelihoods and their wellbeing from 
the effort to flatten the rising curve 
started to come into focus (figures 
taken from www.worldometers.info/
coronavirus at the time of going to 
press this morning).

In India, where the country’s 1.3 
billion people were under orders to 
stay at home, legions of poor were 
suddenly thrown out of work, and 
many families were left struggling for 
something to eat.

“Our first concern is food, not 
the virus,” said Suresh Kumar, 60, a 
bicycle rickshaw rider in New Delhi 
whose family of six relies on his daily 
earnings of 300 rupees, or $4. 

“I don’t know how I will manage.”
India has the world’s second-highest 

number of people living in extreme 
poverty. 

Rickshaw drivers, produce peddlers, 
maids, day labourers and other low-
wage workers form the backbone of 
the economy, and many live day to day 
on their pay and have no savings to 
fall back on.

The Indian government announced 
a 1.7 trillion rupee (US$22 billion) 

economic stimulus package that would 
deliver monthly rations of grain and 
lentils to a staggering 800 million 
people.

Around the globe, the death toll at 
the time of going to press had risen to 
over 8200 in Italy, more than 4140 in 
Spain and over 1140 in the US. 

According to Reuters, New York 
state, which was leading the US in 
both Covid-19 infections and deaths, 
was showing tentative signs of curbing 
the spread of the disease, the governor 
said on Wednesday, even as fatalities 
in New York City jumped. However, 
the health crisis looked as though it 

was unfortunately deepening in New 
Orleans and elsewhere in the US.

From New York’s Fifth Avenue and 
London’s Piccadilly Circus to the 
boulevards of Paris and the streets of 
Rome and Madrid, restaurants, hotels, 
airlines, giant chains and small shops 
are all shut, and factories across both 
continents have ground to a halt, as 
cities, states and entire countries have 
ordered the closing of nonessential 
businesses and instructed people to 
stay at home.

Companies in Europe are laying 
off workers at the fastest pace since 
2009, according to surveys of business 

managers. And the US is bleeding 
jobs as well: the number of Americans 
applying for unemployment benefits 
last week was nearly five times the old 
record, which was set in 1982.

In a rare positive sign however, 
stocks rallied on Wall Street for 
the third straight day after an 
unprecedented US$2.2 trillion 
economic rescue package to help 
businesses, hospitals and ordinary 
Americans pull through the crisis 
was cleared by the Senate. The plan, 
which is expected to be voted on in 
the House on Friday, would dispense 
checks of US$1200 per adult and 
US$500 per child.

The British government unveiled 
another relief effort, this time aimed 
at the gig economy, many of whose 
workers were facing financial ruin. The 
government will give the self-employed 
grants equal to 80 of their average 
monthly profits, up to £2500 ($2975) 
per month.

South Africa, with the most 
industrialised economy in Africa, 
has just headed into a three-week 
lockdown. The country is already in 
recession, with an unemployment rate 
of 29 percent.

Italy, the eurozone’s third-biggest 
economy and a major exporter of 
machinery, textiles and other goods, 
became perhaps the first Western 
developed nation to idle most of its 
industry, extending a shutdown on 
smaller, nonessential businesses to 
heavy manufacturers.

Among the companies in Italy 
that have shut down or rolled back 
production: Fiat Chrysler, Ferrari, 
Pirelli tires and Luxottica eyewear, 

maker of Ray-Bans and Oakleys.
The industrial lobby Confindustria 

estimated a cost of 70 billion to 100 
billion euros (US$77 billion to US$110 
billion) of national wealth a month if 70 
percent of companies were closed as 
anticipated. 

“We are entering a ‘war economy’,” 
said Confindustria President Vincenzo 
Boccia.

In other global developments:

 ■ China said it was temporarily 
barring most foreigners from entering 
as it tried to curb imported cases. 
Reports of new cases from inside the 
country have stopped.

■  In the Middle East, Saudi Arabia 
announced a total lockdown on the 
capital, Riyadh, and Islam’s two holiest 
cities, Mecca and Medina, in addition 
to a nationwide curfew. 

And, in the United Arab Emirates, 
authorities announced an overnight 
weekend lockdown and used drones to 
tell people to stay at home. 

■ In New York state, the death 
toll jumped by 100 in just a single 
day, Governor Andrew Cuomo said. 
He added that experts expected the 
number to increase as critically ill 
patients who had been on ventilators 
for several days succumbed to the 
virus. “It is a situation where people 
just deteriorate over time,” he said.

■  In Brazil, the country’s governors 
were defying President Jair Bolsonaro 
over his call to reopen schools and 
businesses, dismissing his argument 
that the “cure” of widespread 
shutdowns was worse than the 
disease. — AP

Over half a million infected
520,400 cases worldwide but 123,321 recovered; 23,650 deaths; economic toll rises

COVID-19: The 
highly contagious novel 
coronavirus.

CDC file picture via AP 
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CHICAGO — The orders seem 
prudent in the bid to thwart the spread 
of the novel coronavirus: Don’t go out, 
don’t gather with others and keep your 
stores closed. But growing segments 
of the US population say state and 
federal governments are trampling on 
freedoms central to American life in the 
name of protecting public health. 

The case is already being made. A 
church-goer in New Hampshire says 
prohibitions against large gatherings 
violate her religious rights. 

A Pennsylvania golf course owner 
argues that gubernatorial edicts 
shuttering his business amount to 
illegal seizure of his private property.

If civil libertarians aren’t yet 
sounding alarms, many have their 
hands hovering over the button. 

“So far, we haven’t had draconian 
methods, like armed police blocking 
people’s movement in the streets, 
surveillance and phone tapping,” said 
Larry Gostin, a public health lawyer at 
Georgetown University. 

“But we are seeing lockdowns of 
millions of citizens like we have never 
seen before.” 

He added: “We are on the precipice 

of something that could transform 
American values and freedoms.” 

Questions about the extent of 
governmental power to impose 
restrictions haven’t been fully resolved 
since New York cook Mary Mallon, a 
typhoid carrier, defied public health 
department orders to isolate. Mallon, 
better known as Typhoid Mary, lost her 
legal battle for freedom and ended up 
effectively imprisoned for 28 years on 
an island cottage, dying there in 1938. 

Responses are no longer as 
severe. But thousands of Americans 
are already confined to their homes 

under threat of fines and even jail. 
Businesses are losing thousands of 
dollars. Workers are laid off. 

One man infected with the 

coronavirus in Kentucky recently left 
a hospital and refused to quarantine; 
an armed county deputy was posted 
outside his home to ensure the 
53-year-old stayed put. “It’s a step I 
hoped I would never have to take, but 
we can’t allow one person who we 
know has the virus to refuse to protect 
their neighbours,” Kentucky Governor 
Andy Beshear told reporters. 

Authority to order shutdowns and 
quarantines inside states rests almost 
entirely with states under provisions 
in the US Constitution ceding power 
not explicitly delegated to the federal 
government to states. 

The federal government itself can’t 
order nationwide quarantines or 
business closures, courts have ruled 
over the years. 

It does, however, have clear power 
under constitutional clauses regulating 
commerce to quarantine international 
travellers or those travelling state to 
state who are suspected of carrying an 
infectious disease. 

At least some legal scholars believe 
the Constitution’s Commerce Clause 
may vest President Donald Trump 
with powers to impose a national 

lockdown, but he’d likely have to resort 
to persuading all 50 states to agree to 
uniform restrictions if he ever seriously 
contemplated such a move. 

That doesn’t appear to be his 
inclination. He said this week he was 
hoping to lift restrictions in a bid to 
boost the plummeting US economy as 
early as Easter Sunday, April 12, setting 
up a stand-off with state officials who 
have said they can’t risk it. “The federal 
government has guidelines. And then 
states can follow the guidelines, states 
can fashion the guidelines to fit their 
specific circumstances,” New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo said. 

“What works for New York isn’t 
necessarily going to work for Tulsa or 
San Antonio. The federal government 
isn’t saying we mandate anything.”

Laws spelling out what steps a state 
can take during a pandemic can be 
complex and difficult for judges to sort 
through. Some haven’t been updated in 
decades, according to a report by the 
Congressional Research Service.

And they also differ state to state. 
The maximum penalty in most states 
if someone violates mandatory 
quarantines — often backed by a court 

order — is no more than a year in 
jail. In Mississippi, it can be 10 years 
in some circumstances, according 
to the National Conference of State 
legislatures.

A few Americans are already fed 
up and have taken their grievances to 
court by suing their respective states. 

But a relative trickle of legal 
challenges will likely become a flood 
if lockdowns drag on for weeks and 
frustrations mount. 

The number of dead in the US has 
reached 1177 with more than 82,000 
infections, and scientists warn the 
peak has not happened. 

The Pennsylvania lawsuit filed on 
behalf of the Blueberry Hill Golf Club 
says Governor Tom Wolf’s power to 
close businesses under state law 
is limited to man-made or natural 
disasters such as oil spills, tornadoes 
and mudslides. The coronavirus, 
it argues, doesn’t fall into those 
categories. The state has more than 
1280 cases.

For most people, the virus causes 
mild or moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough that clear up in two to 
three weeks. — AP

Fears for civil rights mount amid fight against Covid-19

SAO PAULO — Brazil’s governors are 
defying President Jair Bolsonaro over 
his call to reopen schools and businesses, 
dismissing his argument that the “cure” 
of widespread shutdowns to contain the 
spread of the new coronavirus is worse 
than the disease. 

Bolsonaro contends that the 
clampdown already ordered by many 
governors will deeply wound the already 
beleaguered economy and spark social 
unrest. In a nationally televised address 
on Tuesday night, he urged governors to 
limit isolation only to high-risk people 
and lift the strict anti-virus measures 
they have imposed in their regions. 

“What needs to be done? Put the people 
to work. Preserve the elderly, preserve 
those who have health problems. But 
nothing more than that,” said Bolsonaro, 
who in the past has sparked anger by 
calling the virus a “little flu.” 

The country’s governors protested 
on Wednesday that his instructions 
run counter to health experts’ 
recommendations and endanger Latin 
America’s largest population. They said 
they would continue with their strict 
measures and, in a joint letter, nearly all 
of them begged the federal government 
to join forces with states. The rebellion 
even included traditional allies of Brazil’s 
president. 

Gov Carlos Moisés of Santa Catarina 
state, which gave almost 80 percent 
of its votes to Bolsonaro in the 2018 
presidential runoff, complained he 
was “blown away” by the president’s 
instructions. Moisés said he would insist 
that all residents stay home during the 
pandemic despite the president’s stand.

In a videoconference on Wednesday 
between Bolsonaro and governors from 
Brazil’s southeast region, Sao Paulo Gov. 
João Doria threatened to sue the federal 
government if it tried to interfere with 
his efforts to combat the virus, according 
to video of their private meeting reviewed 
by The Associated Press.

“We are here, the four governors of the 
southeast region, in respect for Brazil 
and Brazilians and in respect for dialogue 
and understanding,” said Doria, who 
supported Bolsonaro’s 2018 presidential 
bid. “But you are the president and you 
have to set the example. You have to be 
the representative to command, guide 
and lead this country, not divide it.” 

Bolsonaro responded by accusing Doria 
of riding his coattails to the governorship, 

then turning his back.
The governors weren’t the only defiant 

ones. Virus plans challenged by Bolsonaro 
were upheld by the Supreme Court. 
The heads of both congressional houses 
criticised his televised speech. Companies 
donated supplies to state anti-virus 
efforts.

Bolsonaro on Wednesday told reporters 
in the capital, Brasilia, that he has 
listened to his US counterpart, Donald 
Trump, and found their perspectives 
to be similar. On Thursday, he issued a 
decree to allow religious services, despite 
states’ quarantine orders, then ridiculed 
journalists for gathering outside the 
presidential residence while their outlets 
prescribe social distancing.

“Look, people of Brazil: they say I’m 
wrong, and that you have to stay home,” 
he said with a grin, then turned to face 
the press. “So I ask, what are you doing 
here?”

He has found some support among 
his base — #BolsonaroIsRight trended 
atop Brazilian Twitter on Wednesday — 
though that backing has been countered 
by a week of nightly protests from many 
Brazilians respecting the self-isolation 
rules who lean from their windows to 
bang pots and pans.

Bolsonaro’s administration has also 
faced criticism from economists, including 
Armínio Fraga, a former central bank 
governor, and Claudio Ferraz, a professor 
at Rio de Janeiro’s Pontifical Catholic 
University.

“Brazil is seeing something unique, an 
insurrection of governors,” Ferraz wrote 
on Twitter. 

“This will become a new topic in 
political science: checks and balances by 
governors in a Federal System.”

Rio de Janeiro Gov. Wilson Witzel, 
another former ally of Bolsonaro, also 
told the president in the videoconference 
that he won’t heed the call to loosen 
social distancing protocols. 

Last week, Witzel announced he 
would shut down airports and interstate 
roads, which Bolsonaro annulled by 
decree contending that only the federal 
government can adopt such measures. 
By the time the president took to the 
airwaves on Tuesday evening, a Supreme 
Court justice had ruled in favour of 
Witzel.

Two days earlier, Brazil’s top court 
issued another ruling allowing Sao Paulo 
state to stop repaying federal government 
debt amounting to $400 million so that it 
can beef up its health sector.  — AP

Brazil’s Bolsonaro faces 
governor ‘insurrection’ COPENHAGEN — A Muslim cleric was 

extradited on Thursday from Norway to 
Italy, where he has been sentenced to 12 
years in jail for planning terror.

Norwegian Justice Minister Monica 
Maeland told a news conference that 
Iraqi-born Mullah Krekar had been sent 
to Italy.

“We have been waiting for Italy to say it 
was justifiable to do so, and they thought 
it was today,” Maeland said.

In July, Krekar, who was born Najm 
al-Din Faraj Ahmad, was found guilty 
by a court in northern of attempting 
to overthrow the Kurdish government 
in northern Iraq and create an Islamic 
caliphate.

Earlier this year, Norway, which has 
long wanted to get him out of the country, 
decided he could be extradited on an 
Italian extradition request. 

He opposed that, fearing he would be 
extradited to Iraq. Most recently, he also 
expressed fears that Italy had become 
the epicentre of the outbreak of the new 
coronavirus.

His Norwegian lawyer Brynjar Meiling 
said authorities in Norway didn’t “have 
the decency to let him say goodbye to his 
family.”

“This is a day of shame for all those who 
have not stood up against the extradition 
of an obviously innocent man,” Meiling 
told the VG newspaper. His criticism 
was directed at Norwegian courts that 
have ruled in favor of his extradition, the 
government and the opposition.

Italian prosecutors had alleged Krekar 
is behind Rawti Shax, a European 
network aimed at violently overthrowing 
the government in Kurdistan.

In 2015, European authorities arrested 
15 Iraqi-Kurdish nationals on terrorism-
related charges. 

Rawti Shax recruited foreign terrorist 
fighters to be sent to Iraq and Syria and 
provided logistical and financial support, 
according to the Italian prosecutors who 
spearheaded the probe. They alleged that 
Krekar was the leader.

A refugee from Iraqi Kurdistan who 
came to Norway in 1991, the 63-year-old 
cleric has several convictions in Norway, 
including for threatening Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg. He also praised the 2015 
extremist attack on the French satirical 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo.

Krekar founded the now-defunct Ansar 
al-Islam insurgent group of Sunni Kurds, 
which aimed to instal an Islamic caliphate 
in Iraqi Kurdistan. It reportedly merged 
with the Islamic State group in 2014.  
 — AP

Norway extradites 
convicted jihadist 
preacher to Italy

HELPING HAND: A local volunteer hands soap to a resident in an effort to avoid the 
spread of the new coronavirus in the Rocinha slum of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  
 AP picture

The federal government 
itself can’t order 
nationwide quarantines 
or business closures, 
courts have ruled over 
the years.  
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New South Wales races at Rosehill  Saturday Jetbet 11  TAB doubles 1-2, 4-5, 8-9  Trebles 3-4-5, 7-8-9  Quaddie 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9  Place6 4-9

 Legend: T – Won at track. C – Won at this distance on this course. D – Won at this distance on another course. M – Won in slow or heavy going. B – Beaten favourite at last start. H – Trained on track. N – Won at  
 night. S – Spell of three months. F – Fell. P – Pulled up. L – Lost rider. TV – Featured on Trackside TV. 

1 Ranvet Handicap 2.30
 $125,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 88, 1400m

 1 2760s Articus w (7)  61 89  

    J Van Overmeire (a1.5)

 2 66243 Ken’s Dream w (1)  60 92  G Schofield 

 3 39s61 Hanger dw (6)  59 98  B Avdulla 

 4 1s5s0 Purple Sector  (9)  59 89  T Marquand 

 5 5516s Surrey Thunder wh (2)  59 87  

    R Dolan (a1.5)

 6 13133 Condor dwn (8)  58 94  K Mc Evoy 

 7 s47s1 Top Prospect dw (3)  57.5 95  J Mc Donald 

 8 — Diplomatico SCRATCHED

 9 85290 Insensata tw (4)  55.5 89  J Bowman 
 10 s7432 Royal Celebration cdwb (12)  55.5 95  
    S Clipperton 
 11 231s7 Commander w (5)  55 92  N Rawiller 
 12 71s25 Sausedge cdwb (10)  53 100  J Collett 

2 The Schweppervescence 3.10
 $160,000, 2yo Quality Group 3, 1400m

 1 1120 Not An Option  (12)  59 84  S Clipperton 
 2 14 Aftermath  (15)  57 91  J Mc Donald 
 3 119 Holyfield dw (3)  57 91  T Marquand 
 4 22s45 Postcode  (5)  57 96  T Clark 
 5 1735 Return With Honour h (16)  57 87  
    J Bowman 
 6 1s32 Time Is Precious h (2)  56.5 96  B Avdulla 
 7 23 I Am Swerving h (6)  56.5 100  J Parr 
 8 1s Untamed n (1)  56.5 84  N Rawiller 
 9 433 Jemss h (7)  55.5 91  G Schofield 
 10 58 Argenteus  (18)  55.5 89  A Hyeronimus 
 11 1 Montefilia dwh (4)  54.5 87  G Boss 
 12 3s346 Ticket To Ride  (8)  54 91  K Mc Evoy 
 13 51 Pink Beau h (10)  54 88  T Berry 
EMERGENCIES:
 14 8437 Dismissal  (17)  54 87  J Collett 
 15 46 Obligatory  (11)  55 90   
 16 15575 Sunborn  (9)  54 94   
 17 52 Much Much Better  (14)  55 86  
    R Dolan (a)
 18 3 Azaly  (19)  55 84   
 19 7332 Rock My Wand  (13)  54 84   

3 TAB Tulloch Stakes 3.50
 $200,000, 3yo C&Gs Group 2 SW, 2000m

 1 6s423 Quick Thinker tw (2)  56 99  J Mc Donald 
 2 34s90 Fortress Command h (5)  56 100  J Collett 
 3 4s142 Relucent wbn (7)  56 91  T Berry 

 4 5s423 Diasonic  (8)  56 88  N Rawiller 
 5 26s11 Zebrowski wh (6)  56 95  J Bowman 
 6 2s211 Pride Of Adelaide w (9)  56 92  T Clark 
 7 2s781 Blazing Sunrise w (4)  56 86  B Avdulla 
 8 6s204 Sirmaze wb (1)  56 88  T Marquand 
 9 s3431 Highmaster  (3)  56 83  G Boss 

4 Iron Jack Neville Sellwood Stks 4.30
 $160,000, 4yo & up Group 3 SW+P, 2000m

 1 4s664 Life Less Ordinary dwh (9)  57.5 100  
    N Rawiller 
 2 0s075 Night’s Watch dwh (11)  56.5 90  
    J Mc Donald 
 3 4057s Saunter Boy dw (6)  56 83  J Bowman 
 4 67826 Valentino Rossa  (1)  56 87  A Hyeronimus 
 5 21s10 Ilwendo dwn (10)  56 88  K Mc Evoy 
 6 31214 Mount Tabora w (8)  56 89  T Marquand 
 7 40422 Shadow Flight w (3)  56 81  J Collett 
 8 0s244 Aliferous dw (5)  54.5 87  B Avdulla 
 9 000s2 Scarlet Dream  (2)  54 95  T Berry 
 10 s4332 Maid Of Ore dw (4)  54 92  G Boss 
 11 03384 House Of Cartier dw (12)  54 92  
    S Clipperton 
 12 11022 Gemmahra w (7)  54 80  T Clark 

5 Star Kingdom Stakes 5.10
 $160,000, 3yo & up Quality Group 3, 1200m

 1 9s27s Kementari tdwb (1)  60 83  J Bowman 
 2 120s8 Tactical Advantage tdwn (2)  58 90  
    N Rawiller 
 3 50s0s Fell Swoop tcdw (6)  57.5 67  J Ford 
 4 8880s Brave Song dn (10)  57 88  J Mc Donald 
 5 807s8 Booker dh (9)  56.5 85  A Hyeronimus 
 6 1246s Manicure dw (3)  54.5 88  K Mc Evoy 
 7 s6126 Vegadaze twn (7)  54 100  T Marquand 
 8 22s10 God Of Thunder twh (13)  54 95  B Avdulla 

 9 233s1 Villami twh (12)  54 97  T Clark 
 10 s27s5 Diplomatico dwh (4)  54 89  T Berry 
 11 3149s Spanish Dream td (11)  54 80  B Spriggs 
 12 123s1 Handle The Truth cdwn (8)  53.5 98  
    R Dolan (a)
 13 s3972 River Bird cw (5)  53 91  Ms K O’Hara 

6 Kia Tancred Stakes 5.50
 $1,500,000, 3yo & up Group 1 WFA, 2400m

 1 s5453 Avilius tcw (4)  59 94  J Bowman 
 2 60s12 Mustajeer tdw (2)  59 96  N Rawiller 
 3 s0s06 Danceteria w (7)  59 91  B Avdulla 
 4 301s7 Southern France dw (8)  59 90  
    T Marquand 
 5 0s036 Mirage Dancer d (1)  59 89  T Berry 
 6 s1112 Mugatoo wb (9)  59 87  K Mc Evoy 
 7 0s895 Angel Of Truth tdw (5)  58.5 91  G Boss 
 8 22s03 Carif  (3)  58.5 91  T Clark 
 9 0s422 Verry Elleegant tdwbh (6)  56.5 100  
    J Mc Donald 

7 Vinery Stud Stakes 6.30
 $500,000, 3yo Fillies Group 1 SW, 2000m

 1 11s21 Funstar twh (8)  56 100  J Mc Donald 
 2 s1112 Probabeel  (6)  56 97  K Mc Evoy 
 3 2s054 Missile Mantra wb (7)  56 95  B Avdulla 
 4 21s43 Fascino  (10)  56 88  T Marquand 
 5 81s31 Asiago w (13)  56 88  J Bowman 
 6 0s125 Subpoenaed h (5)  56 90  T Berry 
 7 32s19 Game Of Thorns  (3)  56 86  J Collett 
 8 31s50 Nudge h (1)  56 85  N Rawiller 
 9 112 Shout The Bar w (4)  56 86  A Hyeronimus 
 10 10s17 Contrition  (11)  56 80  S Clipperton 
 11 17s04 Aspect Ratio w (2)  56 85  T Clark 
 12 73113 Love Me Quietly wb (9)  56 75  R Dolan (a)
 13 55310 Strange Charm w (12)  56 80  
    J Van Overmeire (a)

8 Jim Beam Emancipation Stks 7.10
 $200,000, 3yo & up F&M Group 2 SW+P, 1500m

 1 s600s Unforgotten tch (6)  58 86  J Bowman 
 2 s03s8 Our Abbadean h (7)  57 86  J Ford 
 3 04230 Invincible Gem tcwn (3)  56 90  J Parr 
 4 s3417 Dawn Dawn twh (9)  56 95  B Avdulla 
 5 18262 Miss Fabulass  (12)  56 92  G Boss 
 6 5s553 Noire tcwhn (1)  56 88  Ms K O’Hara 
 7 621s0 Oceanex w (8)  56 77  T Marquand 
 8 31s12 Sweet Deal twb (2)  55.5 100  N Rawiller 
 9 7s338 Pohutukawa wb (13)  55 94  J Mc Donald 
 10 4316s Amangiri wh (5)  55 89  T Berry 
 11 3047s Girl Tuesday cwbh (4)  54 89  K Mc Evoy 
 12 7s520 Delectation Girl w (14)  54 89  J Collett 
 13 2s645 Sweet Scandal twh (10)  54 92  R Dolan (a)
 14 21111 Positive Peace tw (11)  54 99  T Clark 

9 Chandon Doncaster Prelude 7.50
 $160,000, 3yo & up Quality Group 3, 1500m

 1 7902s Gailo Chop tw (11)  61 89  G Boss 
 2 393s1 Star Of The Seas tcwh (8)  58.5 100  N Rawiller 
 3 3s253 Cascadian w (16)  58 98  J Mc Donald 
 4 s4315 Gaulois tw (5)  58 95  J Bowman 
 5 — Unforgotten SCRATCHED

 6 077s6 Mask Of Time w (6)  54 97  T Marquand 
 7 30s47 I Am Superman  (9)  54 97  T Clark 
 8 1s681 Cuba dwn (14)  54 93  S Clipperton 
 9 99s57 Desert Lord tw (1)  54 96  T Berry 
 10 43213 Rainbow Thief dwb (7)  54 92  J Ford 
 11 4s60s Abdon twh (10)  54 90  B Avdulla 
 12 0323s Maurus tdw (2)  54 90  J Collett 
 13 4230s Master Of Arts tw (13)  54 88  R Dolan (a)
 14 120s4 Dealmaker wh (4)  53 95  K Mc Evoy 
 15 s2117 Something Fast t (3)  53 88  
    J Van Overmeire (a)
EMERGENCY:
 16 — Purple Sector SCRATCHED

Selections
Race 1: ROYAL CELEBRATION, KEN’S DREAM,  

 SURREY THUNDER

Race 2: NOT AN OPTION, RETURN WITH HONOUR,  

 DISMISSAL

Race 3: QUICK THINKER, ZEBROWSKI, RELUCENT

Race 4: SCARLET DREAM, LIFE LESS ORDINARY,  

 MAID OF ORE

Race 5: BRAVE SONG, VILLAMI, KEMENTARI

Race 6: VERRY ELLEEGANT, MIRAGE DANCER, MUGATOO

Race 7: FUNSTAR, PROBABEEL, MISSILE MANTRA

Race 8: NOIRE, SWEET DEAL, AMANGIRI

Race 9: STAR OF THE SEAS, DEALMAKER, CASCADIAN

Victoria races at Bendigo  Saturday Jetbet 12  TAB doubles 1-2, 4-5, 8-9  Trebles 3-4-5, 7-8-9  Quaddie 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9  Place6 4-9

Queensland races at Doomben  Saturday Jetbet 14  TAB doubles 1-2, 4-5, 8-9  Trebles 3-4-5, 7-8-9  Quaddie 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9  Place6 4-9

1 Alan ‘Simmo’ Simpson Tribute 2.15
 $75,000, Benchmark 84, 2400m

 1 97s69 Sin To Win dw (11)  62.5 96  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 2 31111 Grand Promenade d (12)  60 100  J Allen 
 3 42s43 Andrea Mantegna dw (4)  59.5 96  
    T Nugent (a2)
 4 s7071 Gobstopper w (8)  58.5 91  Ms J Horner 
 5 s0325 Anaheim  (9)  58 95  D Yendall 
 6 70626 Maclairey n (3)  58 97  B Mertens 
 7 65453 No Commitment n (7)  58 97  N Callow 
 8 00184 Mr One Eleven tdw (6)  57.5 97  
    Ms G Cartwright (a2)
 9 7141s Mystic Prince dw (10)  57 85  
    D Stackhouse 
 10 11059 Garbhan dw (5)  56.5 95  B Prebble 
 11 01231 Budd Fox  (1)  56 99  M Poy (a1.5)
 12 413s6 Robbie’s Star tw (2)  56 89  D Bates 

2 RSN 94.5AM In Bendigo 2.50
 $75,000, Benchmark 78, 1300m

 1 33740 Oberland w (8)  61 93  T Stockdale (a3)
 2 225s3 Beautiful Flyer w (11)  60.5 97  
    Dean Holland 
 3 s4s44 Scottish Rogue w (18)  60.5 100  
    W Price (a3)

 4 64150 Turn The Tide tw (3)  60.5 96  D Dunn 
 5 3217s Midas Prince w (19)  60 87  D Bates 
 6 30261 Write Your Name tc (4)  60 98  J Childs 
 7 7448s Main Stage w (16)  59.5 92  M Walker 
 8 59s94 Ballet Master dwn (12)  59 94  
    D Stackhouse 
 9 60015 Lucky Fish cw (6)  59 95  B Prebble 
 10 1234s Sikorsky  (1)  59 88  L Nolen 
 11 11070 Vigere n (10)  59 91  Ms L Meech 
 12 1s895 Villa Sarchi  (13)  59 94  M Zahra 
 13 0s063 Battle Torque w (15)  58.5 93  M Dee 
 14 48s86 I Got You w (5)  58 96  T Nugent (a2)
 15 2471s Arctic Shock n (7)  57.5 91  
    Ms J Eaton (a2)
 16 0109s Queen La Diva twn (20)  56 91  J Allen 
EMERGENCIES:
 17 239s6 Cuban Toonite cw (14)  57 97  R Bayliss 
 18 55317 Electric Charlie dwn (2)  57 95  J Noonan 
 19 s518s Allano w (17)  57 85  D Lane 
 20 2870s Adversary t (9)  56.5 93  J Bowditch 

3 Underground Cabling Systems 3.30
 $75,000, Benchmark 84, 1100m

 1 s8330 Prezado w (16)  62.5 99  T Stockdale (a3)
 2 123s7 Coruscate dwn (6)  61 82  B Rawiller 
 3 0448s Terbium dwn (4)  60.5 97  L Nolen 
 4 70s7s Labuan Star tdwn (11)  58 91  D Bates 
 5 s2485 Queen Annabel dwn (3)  58 99  C Williams 
 6 4165s Redcore cn (9)  58 94  M Poy (a1.5)
 7 249s9 Aluf wn (7)  57.5 84  D Dunn 
 8 s857s Barthelona cdw (8)  57.5 92  J McNeil 
 9 s1s1s Simply Optimistic w (10)  57.5 95  
    M Walker 
 10 32167 Favonski dw (12)  56 94  Ms J Eaton (a2)
 11 9120s Something Silver dwn (5)  56 97  
    J Noonan 
 12 50611 Bonne Sensation dw (13)  56 94  
    Ms A Kelly (a3)
 13 4s384 Golden Halo dwb (15)  56 94  D Lane 
 14 44336 Grandview Avenue cdw (2)  56 100  
    J Allen 
 15 57387 Written Choice dwn (14)  56 91  B Prebble 
 16 1518s Reward With Return dwn (1)  56 90  
    L Riordan (a2)

4 VOBIS Gold Rush 4.10
 $250,000, 2yo SW, 1000m

 1 1s50 Ideas Man d (16)  58 93  J McNeil 
 2 s5211 Lunar Fox w (10)  58 97  B Prebble 
 3 0s Hilflager  (4)  58 76  R Bayliss 
 4  Strad  (2)  58 84  J Winks 
 5 2s424 Bella Nipotina  (13)  56 94  Ms J Kah 
 6 3s921 River Night d (8)  56 100  D Lane 
 7 22 Masseuse b (14)  56 92  M Zahra 
 8 30s1 Cut It Out d (1)  56 92  D Stackhouse 
 9 1 Madam Mischief  (12)  56 94  N Farley 
 10 23 Miss Inbetween  (5)  56 86  L Nolen 
 11 0s4 Luiselli  (6)  56 87  D Dunn 
 12  Cornucopia  (15)  56 85  B Mertens 
 13  Streets Of Philly  (7)  56 86  E Brown 
 14  Swats That  (9)  56 86  J Allen 
 15  Tarcoola Diva  (3)  56 84  J Bowditch 
EMERGENCY:
 16  Classy Gal h (11)  56 83   

5 URMG Security Handicap 4.50
 $135,000, 3yo, 2200m

 1 s1312 Adelaide Ace b (18)  63 100  
    C Rawiller (a3)
 2 1311 Don’t Doubt Dory wn (14)  57.5 97  
    T Stockdale (a3)
 3 19s24 Skiddaw  (15)  56 100  D Lane 
 4 5s131 Royal Crown  (11)  56 96  E Brown 
 5 s6110 Classic Bright w (12)  56 90  D Yendall 
 6 5s423 Diasonic  (10)  56 96  Ms J Kah 
 7 6101 Tarn’s Prince w (3)  56 91  F W Kersley (a1.5)
 8 313 Euphorique  (9)  56 95  J Allen 
 9 43182 Coin Collector n (4)  56 93  R Bayliss 
 10 2s752 Hey Mighty b (5)  56 93  D Dunn 
 11 s5143 Bellx  (7)  56 93  C Williams 
 12 64s91 Saint Eustace  (17)  56 88  Z Spain 
 13 57221 Scriba t (6)  56 90  M Dee 
 14 s7241 King Princess d (2)  56 90  D Thornton 
 15 s6421 Lobster Noodles  (13)  56 85  J McNeil 
 16 60s02 The Red Sea w (8)  56 92  L Riordan (a2)
EMERGENCIES:
 17 51528 Tides Of Jupiter b (16)  56 89  
    Ms L Meech 
 18 33318 St Arnicca t (1)  56 89  B Prebble 

6 Bendigo Gold Bracelet 5.30
 $125,000, 4yo & up Mares SW+P, 1400m

 1 32343 Twitchy Frank dwn (10)  59 96  J Allen 
 2 s4514 Fabric d (6)  58 99  D Lane 
 3 2s5s5 Mirette d (18)  58 95  D Bates 
 4 82113 Jentico dn (15)  57 100  Ms J Kah 
 5 11547 Neighbourhood dn (8)  57 99  M Dee 
 6 800s0 Pure Scot tdw (3)  56 96  C Williams 
 7 s4877 Ocean Deep d (16)  56 94  L Nolen 
 8 3554s Snogging  (2)  56 93  M Walker 
 9 95s52 Miss Mandito dw (12)  56 96  B Thompson 
 10 81454 Goldifox d (4)  56 100  M Zahra 
 11 s030s Shoko dw (14)  56 92  N Callow 
 12 1549s Pierrocity dw (5)  56 90  B Mertens 
 13 1375s Vanuatu dwn (9)  56 96  J Childs 
 14 s3724 Clarice Cliffs wn (1)  56 99  J McNeil 
 15 5820s No Money No Honey dwn (13)  56 87  
    D Dunn 
 16 15292 The Stylist dw (7)  56 96  J Fry 
EMERGENCIES:
 17 327s1 Pierro Belle w (17)  56 91  Ms L Meech 
 18 344s5 Wheal Grace dw (11)  56 94  D Yendall 

7 Jayco Bendigo Guineas 6.10
 $150,000, 3yo Listed SW+P, 1400m

 1 42s56 Condo’s Express w (15)  60 90  M Walker 
 2 s1063 Star Surprise w (12)  60 92  M Dee 
 3 s4319 Spend dw (3)  60 100  D Dunn 
 4 8246s Independent Road d (6)  59 86  R Bayliss 
 5 139s2 Heirborn tdwb (2)  59 94  D Lane 
 6 0s105 Igniting  (9)  58 92  B Melham 
 7 32s12 Riddle Me That wn (11)  58 98  D Stackhouse 
 8 20s21 Treaty Of Seville n (14)  58 91  Dylan Dunn 
 9 00s66 Peidra wb (7)  58 95  J McNeil 
 10 476s1 Reckoning d (8)  58 88  N Callow 
 11 2s14 Campese n (17)  58 89  J Allen 
 12 11585 Score  (1)  57 96  M Zahra 
 13 1226s Vegas Jewel n (16)  56 88  B Prebble 
 14 6s110 Rich Hips dn (13)  56 91  Ms L Meech 
 15 33231 Zousonic d (20)  56 90  Ms J Kah 
 16 336s2 Debt’n’deficit w (5)  56 97  D Thornton 
EMERGENCIES:
 17 14s42 Toffee Doll wb (4)  56 92  D Yendall 
 18 224s1 Not Alone  (10)  58 82   

 19 1633 Golden Gorge tb (19)  58 89  C Williams 
 20 — Fundraiser SCRATCHED

8 bet365 Golden Mile 6.50
 $150,000, Listed, 1600m

 1 7902s Gailo Chop dw (19)  62 89  J Allen 
 2 870s4 Debt Agent dn (1)  60 95  B Thompson 
 3 s886s Jaameh w (3)  59.5 87  R Bayliss 
 4 0s846 So Si Bon w (7)  59.5 95  L Nolen 
 5 21223 Hellova Street dwn (15)  59 92  M Dee 
 6 s5534 Admiral’s Joker dwb (8)  58.5 92  S Vella 
 7 18345 Gold Fields dw (14)  58.5 90  B Prebble 
 8 0386s Haky w (5)  58.5 90  J Childs 
 9 0903s Neufbosc w (6)  58.5 89  D Stackhouse 
 10 460s9 Sikandarabad dw (13)  58.5 89  M Zahra 
 11 7547s Ventura Storm dw (18)  58.5 87  J McNeil 
 12 24381 Guizot dwn (12)  57.5 91  Ms L Meech 
 13 s008s Magic Consol dw (20)  57.5 81  D Bates 
 14 14263 Odeon tdw (11)  57.5 100  C Williams 
 15 04s35 Princess Jenni dwbn (9)  57.5 97  B Melham 
 16 6215s Top Of The Range tdn (4)  57.5 88  D Dunn 
EMERGENCIES:
 17 014s0 Iconoclasm dn (17)  57 90  D Lane 
 18 2400s Mahamedeis dwn (10)  57 88  N Callow 
 19 148s8 Kentucky Breeze dw (2)  57 93  Ms J Kah 
 20 4243s So You Win w (16)  57 90  J McNeil 

9 Mitchelton Winery Hcp 7.25
 $75,000, Benchmark 90, 1400m

 1 — Ashlor SCRATCHED

 2 16s96 Husson Eagle td (8)  63 89  Ms J Eaton (a2)
 3 22143 Amadeus dwn (6)  62 90  M Poy (a1.5)
 4 33204 Mystyko bn (4)  62 89  T Stockdale (a3)
 5 14345 Ef Troop  (1)  61 93  Ms J Kah 
 6 302s3 Strategic Demand dw (5)  61 89  L Nolen 
 7 67s61 Black Sail dw (3)  57.5 93  Z Spain 
 8 17460 Raghu d (14)  57.5 91  D Dunn 
 9 79142 Easy Beast w (2)  57 95  M Walker 
 10 33537 Kazio dw (9)  57 92  N Callow 
 11 1286s Reserve Street d (12)  57 85  J McNeil 
 12 21s42 Big Night Out dw (11)  56 100  M Dee 
 13 1113s No Effort wn (7)  56 81  
    Ms G Cartwright (a2)
 14 23s21 Jumbo Ozaki tdn (10)  56 96  D Lane 

1 TAB Handicap 2.42
 $75,000, 2yo, 1200m

 1 1 Clairvue Star cw (12)  59 97  
    M Mc Gillivray 
 2 6315 Real Fine Wine  (8)  58.5 91  R Fradd 
 3  Broken Hero  (4)  57.5 85  B Stewart 
 4  Neutron  (5)  57.5 85  R Maloney 
 5 4s124 Sassy Enuff  (9)  57 91  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 6 1 Snappy Reply  (11)  57 100  
    B Nothdurft (a)
 7 51 Three Phase cw (7)  57 94  J Orman 
 8 0 Eveready  (2)  56.5 82  A Thompson (a2)
 9 3 Georgie’s Pride  (6)  55.5 93  A Mallyon 
 10 3 Minjee b (10)  55.5 95  M Cahill 
 11  See Marie  (3)  55.5 87  M R Du Plessis 
 12 768s Bright Copper  (1)  55 81  L Tarrant 

2 Millers Swim School 3.22
 $50,000, Benchmark 70, 2200m

 1 7s625 Kellstorm w (2)  61 99  N Keal (a3)
 2 s6637 Calibration n (10)  60.5 96  A Mallyon 
 3 09016 Bronzegate dw (6)  58.5 98  
    B Nothdurft (a)

 4 43934 Royal Atom w (7)  58.5 95  B Thornton 
 5 14161 Cabochon Lil  (12)  57 95  
    A Thompson (a2)
 6 20391 Populist dwn (3)  56.5 100  S Cormack 
 7 84287 Mishani Scout dw (8)  55.5 98  
    J Murphy (a2)
 8 30321 Lady Grande d (4)  55 95   
 9 41723 Lady Solerno w (13)  55 97  M Hellyer 
 10 21944 Corsini dwn (9)  55 96   
 11 06142 Grand Shanghai dwb (11)  55 100  
    D Smith 
 12 8s530 Roman Doll dwn (5)  55 94  L V Cassidy 
 13 51493 Sky One wn (1)  55 96  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)

3 Mount Franklin Handicap 4.02
 $75,000, Open, 2200m

 1 33334 Mr Garcia  (2)  60 90  L V Cassidy 
 2 80420 Le Juge tw (10)  59.5 91  R Fradd 
 3 0s552 Mawaany Machine w (4)  57.5 91  
    J Orman 
 4 s3717 Mongolian Wolf twb (3)  56 95  A Mallyon 
 5 55112 Raqeeq dn (6)  55 97  M Mc Gillivray 
 6 12232 Ruby Guru tcdwbn (8)  55 93  
    B Nothdurft (a)
 7 21s10 Ilwendo tdwn (5)  55 100  R Maloney 
 8 0s613 Eric The Eel tw (9)  55 94  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 9 37221 Brocson w (7)  55 86  A Thompson (a2)
 10 — Royal Atom SCRATCHED

4 Lexus Handicap 4.42
 $50,000, Benchmark 70, 1600m

 1 20812 Downloading tcw (13)  61 93  
    J Huxtable (a2)
 2 9s460 High Degree cdw (2)  61 92  N Keal (a3)
 3 62533 Le Dude tdw (15)  61 93  J Murphy (a2)
 4 77211 Tesarc tw (7)  60 96  B Stewart 
 5 34073 Li’l Rodge wn (10)  59.5 89  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 6 146s5 La Pulga  (4)  59 98  R Fradd 
 7 61814 Coastal Prince cdw (6)  58.5 97  A Mallyon 

 8 58185 Dukes County dw (12)  58 90  M Cahill 
 9 — Keep On Loving You SCRATCHED

 10 43213 Junction  (9)  57.5 94  M Mc Gillivray 
 11 115 La Jument wbn (8)  57.5 100  
    Ms M Wishart (a3)
 12 900s6 Monaco Snob tw (3)  57 92  J Bayliss 
 13 13172 Victory Dance wb (5)  57 94  
    A Thompson (a2)
 14 — Princess Cavallo SCRATCHED

 15 3s222 Staying Black wn (1)  56 96  J Orman 

5 XXXX Dry Plate 5.22
 $75,000, Class 6 SW, 1050m

 1 s8548 Firsthand wn (13)  60 92  R Fradd 
 2 112s9 Desert Man tc (9)  58.5 95  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 3 15s9s Manias tcw (7)  58.5 87  B Stewart 
 4 s3461 One Stryke cw (2)  58.5 93  J Orman 
 5 9223s Raiden twb (8)  58.5 88  L Tarrant 
 6 s4732 Royal Witness w (3)  58.5 100  
    M Mc Gillivray 
 7 230s0 Truculent w (12)  58.5 84  C Bayliss (a2)
 8 1339s Voulait wn (5)  58.5 90  R Maloney 
 9 5111s Love You Lucy dn (14)  58 88  
    M R Du Plessis 
 10 0293s Sister Kitty Mac whn (11)  58 84  
    A Thompson (a2)
 11 87s19 Don’t Leave Me Out wn (10)  57 92   
 12 7s244 I’ve Gotta Nel cdw (1)  57 94  B Thornton 
 13 43310 Pizonie  (4)  57 99  B Nothdurft (a)
 14 5s420 Adoradancer tc (6)  55 100  D Smith 

6 Chandon Handicap 6.02
 $75,000, F&M Benchmark 78, 1350m

 1 21655 Clockwise wn (12)  61 94  
    Ms M Wishart (a3)
 2 13s80 Time To Play c (3)  61 93  N Keal (a3)
 3 117s8 Sienna Rose cw (7)  60.5 93  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 4 s8381 Sofie’s Gold Class twn (6)  60 95  M Cahill 
 5 5s114 Seentoomany wn (13)  59.5 94  R Fradd 
 6 28108 Sister Patti tdw (1)  59 96  R Maloney 

 7 120s6 Red Stina t (5)  58.5 93  M Mc Gillivray 
 8 1s917 Hold On c (9)  57.5 89  B Stewart 
 9 24320 Kitty Damour  (11)  57 94  
    A Thompson (a2)
 10 16551 Lashoni tc (10)  56.5 100  B Nothdurft (a)
 11 13s74 Written With Ease cwn (14)  55 94  
    J Orman 
 12 225s2 Joymaker c (8)  55 94  S Cormack 
 13 27112 Princess Cavallo cwn (4)  55 93  
    Ms B Ainsworth 
 14 s3234 Golden Lily  (2)  55 92  J Bayliss 

7 Kirin Handicap 6.42
 $75,000, 0MW, 1200m

 1 73s43 Mr Attitude dw (5)  62 86  J Huxtable (a2)
 2 44211 Gypsy Toff w (4)  59 93  N Keal (a3)
 3 5s012 Bogey Man dwn (16)  58.5 92  
    A Thompson (a2)
 4 42s38 Ditmas w (1)  56 100  M Mc Gillivray 
 5 52421 Weboughtazou tdw (3)  56 95  B Stewart 
 6 6s253 Jardin Rouge dw (14)  55 95  L V Cassidy 
 7 4090s Aimalac Millie dw (13)  55 83  
    M R Du Plessis 
 8 s8s87 All Pluck tdwn (6)  55 96  B Nothdurft (a)
 9 14007 Annatime dw (2)  55 88  B Thornton 
 10 54210 Helfuchi dw (15)  55 89  R Wiggins 
 11 31s49 Miss Beneteau dn (7)  55 91  L Tarrant 
 12 110s4 Tolai Meri wn (8)  55 89  D Smith 
 13 22s41 Heritage Sash d (9)  55 95  R Fradd 

 14 — Our Top Shelf SCRATCHED

 15 s311s Bonanova’s Dream t (10)  55 86  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 16 2212s Couldn’t Refuse wbn (12)  55 87  M Cahill 

8 Ascot Childcare & Kindy 7.18
 $75,000, C,H&G’s Benchmark 78, 1350m

 1 9s844 Tisani Magic dwn (11)  61.5 93  
    Ms M Wishart (a3)
 2 17223 Qiji Phoenix tw (6)  60.5 98  
    J Huxtable (a2)
 3 56440 Peacock dw (14)  60 88  A Thompson (a2)

 4 09611 Fabulonh twn (18)  59 88  L Tarrant 
 5 03148 Lucky Prospector n (2)  59 93  
    B Nothdurft (a)
 6 s2502 Mr Bellagio cwn (1)  59 100  
    M Mc Gillivray 
 7 31735 Bold Warrior dw (7)  58.5 92  M Cahill 
 8 88s51 Fortification w (19)  58 93  L V Cassidy 
 9 — All Pluck SCRATCHED

 10 13s8s Smokey Diamond tw (5)  57.5 90  
    N Keal (a3)
 11 03621 Motion Granted wn (3)  57 91  J Bayliss 
 12 9s3s6 Dissolution  (8)  56.5 91  M Hellyer 
 13 61532 Metson cwbn (13)  56.5 91  S Cormack 
 14 12916 Our Top Shelf n (12)  56.5 91  L Tilley 
 15 33123 Coastal Boy wbn (17)  56 90  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 16 43403 Magic Fox wb (4)  56 95  J Murphy (a2)
EMERGENCIES:
 17 s2115 Keep On Loving You w (9)  55 89  R Fradd 
 18 s7384 Parko w (16)  55 89  R Wiggins 
 19 115 La Jument wbn (10)  55 93   

9 Nuturf Handicap 8.00
 $75,000, 3yo, 1350m

 1 111s7 Guntantes tcw (11)  62 92  N Keal (a3)
 2 s0132 Stampe tc (9)  60 95  S Cormack 
 3 24s41 Ballistic Boy t (12)  58.5 94  B Stewart 
 4 01355 Raging Pole tw (4)  58 92  L Tarrant 
 5 23s19 The Sinner w (3)  56.5 96  
    Ms S Thornton (a1.5)
 6 21411 Vanna Girl  (2)  56 100  M Mc Gillivray 
 7 11 Command’n’conquer c (6)  55 100  
    J Orman 
 8 6114s Smart Meteor t (1)  55 91  J Huxtable (a2)
 9 s1314 Love Express t (5)  55 91  D Smith 
 10 s3333 Rapido Gris n (7)  55 90  J Murphy (a2)
 11 214s Wapiti t (13)  55 89  J Bayliss 
 12 1s Miss Penfold t (16)  55 86  M R Du Plessis 
 13 2s1 Mitta Mary w (15)  55 86   
 14 Ps310 Replication  (14)  55 86   
 15 23072 In Great Nic  (10)  55 88  R Fradd 
 16 2444s Dawson Delight b (8)  55 85  L V Cassidy 

Selections
Race 1: GRAND PROMENADE, NO COMMITMENT,  

 SIN TO WIN

Race 2: SIKORSKY, TURN THE TIDE, BEAUTIFUL FLYER

Race 3: SIMPLY OPTIMISTIC, GOLDEN HALO, TERBIUM

Race 4: IDEAS MAN, RIVER NIGHT, SWATS THAT

Race 5: DIASONIC, ADELAIDE ACE, DON’T DOUBT DORY

Race 6: NEIGHBOURHOOD, JENTICO, FABRIC

Race 7: HEIRBORN, SPEND, STAR SURPRISE

Race 8: MAHAMEDEIS, ADMIRAL’S JOKER, SO SI BON

Race 9: BIG NIGHT OUT, JUMBO OZAKI, MYSTYKO

Selections
Race 1: SNAPPY REPLY, MINJEE, NEUTRON

Race 2: POPULIST, LADY GRANDE, SKY ONE

Race 3: BROCSON, RAQEEQ, ERIC THE EEL

Race 4: LA JUMENT, STAYING BLACK, TESARC

Race 5: PIZONIE, VOULAIT, ROYAL WITNESS

Race 6: LASHONI, JOYMAKER, PRINCESS CAVALLO

Race 7: BONANOVA’S DREAM, HERITAGE SASH,  

 WEBOUGHTAZOU

Race 8: LA JUMENT, MR BELLAGIO, MOTION GRANTED

Race 9: COMMAND’N’CONQUER, VANNA GIRL, THE SINNER
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GISBORNE
PRESBYTERIAN

PARISH

ST ANDREW’S
CAR BOOT

SALES HAVE BEEN
CANCELLED

UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE.

OPEN DOOR
CANCELLED

UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

and all other activities
held in the

community hall

RECEPTIONIST/
ADMINISTRATOR

TE KAHU WHITIKI
KURA -

HEALTH CLINIC

We are seeking a
permanent part-time
Receptionist/Adminis-
trator to coordinate
health and wellbeing
services for our students
in our Health Clinic.
Hours of work will be
30 hours per week, term
time only. The position
will suit someone
interested in the well-
being of high school
aged students. Current
first aid certificate or
willingness to undergo
training is essential.

Please request the
required application
form and send your
covering letter, a copy
of your CV and contact
details of 2 referees by
email to sue@lytton
high.net.

Applications close at
3pm, Tuesday 31st
March.

Wiremu Elliott
Principal

ELECTRICIAN . All
works certified. 10%
off hourly rate. Paul,
0226 783 024.

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.

SOCIAL WORKER 

We are seeking a
passionate and moti-
vated Social worker to
join our school comm-
unity. This will be a
fixed term, part-time
position, 30 hours per
week, term time only,
for 2020. The position
will suit someone
interested in the well-
being of high school
aged students and their
whanau.

Please request the
schools required appli-
cation form and send
your covering letter, a
copy of your CV and
contact details of 2
referees by email to
sue@lyttonhigh.net.

Applications close at
3pm, Tuesday 31st
March.

Wiremu Elliott
Principal

ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPPORT

TE WHARE
WHAI HUA –

TEEN PARENT UNIT

Lytton High School
seeks an enthusiastic
person to assist and
support the teacher in
charge with general
administration duties
for the day-to-day
running of the Teen
Parent Unit at Lytton
High School. Start Term
2, 2020.

This is a permanent,
term time only position
for 30 hours per week.

Please request the
required application
form and send your
covering letter, a copy
of your CV and the
contact details of 2
referees by email to
sue@lyttonhigh.net

Applications close 3pm,
Tuesday 31st March.

Wiremu Elliott
Principal

ELGIN SCHOOL

SCALE A TEACHER

We are looking for an
experienced teacher for
our Y5/6 class. Strong
classroom management
and a willingness to
learn is essential.
Strengths in Te Reo and
Digital Learning is
desirable. We are a
Positive Behaviour for
Learning, Assessment
for Learning and
Manaiakalani School.
This position is Fixed
Term for Terms 2, 3, 4
2020. Applications
close Friday 3 April.
Please send letter of
application to Janet
Collier-Poi (Principal),
2 Knox Street,
Gisborne.

principal@elgin.
school.nz

Ph 867 5454

BUY now. 2m3 Pine
$120, 4m3 $220, 6m3
$320, 8m3 $430, 12m3
$640, short logs unsplit
20m3 $250. Mac’s
Wood. Ph 862 8876.

MANUKA, Old Man
Pine, Macrocarpa.
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz or ph Len, 021 053
5157.

CLOSED UNTIL

FURTHER NOTICE
APPLES. Royal Gala,
Red & Golden
Delicious & Ballarat
Cookers. Packham
pears, grapes, sweet-
corn, squash pumpkins,
pea hay, and much
more at Teesdale
Orchard, Back Ormond
Rd. Open 7 days.
Eftpos available.

B R E A D M A K E R ,
Kambrook $45. Ph 868
9922.

Public Notices

NOTICE BOARD

Public Notices

Work Wanted

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

Fruit and 
Produce

Readers
Bargains

Keep Your 
Privacy

Let us collect 
responses to your 
advertisements.

Only $7.00 (incl GST) 
for 30 days 

Classifieds
Phone 

869 0601

Stand 

Out
Give your 

advertisement 
a boost with a 

highlighter
For only $9.00 extra

(incl GST)

ph 869 0601

You can sell 
anything by 
advertising

Classifieds 869 0601

Business 869 0616

FROM THURSDAY 

26 MARCH

The Tairawhiti 
Community Law Centre 

Gisborne and Wairoa 
Ofices will be closed 

until further notice due 
to the Covid-19 Virus 

alert level 4 being 
introduced by the New 
Zealand Government.

CORONA CARE
Are you self isolating

I can help!
My names is:

I live locally at:

My phone number is:

If you are self isolating due to COVID-19 I can help with

Picking up shopping Posting Mail

A friendly Phone Call Urgent Supplies

Please call or text the number  
provided to receive Corona Care

Covid-19 virus is highly contagious. We have taken every precaution to ensure these 

letters are handled with sanitisation for your health and safety

Thinking someone in
your neighbourhood
might need help?

CORONA CARE
Are you self isolating

I can help!
My names is:

I live locally at:

My phone number is:

If you are self isolating due to COVID-19 I can help with

Picking up shopping Posting Mail

A friendly Phone Call Urgent Supplies

Please call or text the number  
provided to receive Corona Care

Covid-19 virus is highly contagious. We have taken every 

precaution to ensure these letters are handled with 

sanitisation for your health and safety
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Wash your hands with soap and water often (for at least 20 seconds).

Mahia te hopi. Horoi ō ringa. 

Clean and disinfect frequently 

touched surfaces and objects, 

such as doorknobs. 

Whakapūputu ai 

te patuero i ngā 

mea katoa. Hei 

tauira: Ngā kakau, 

ngā papa, ngā 

taputapu. 

Cough or sneeze into your elbow or by 

covering your mouth and nose with tissues.

Whakamātihetihe 

te ihu ki te tuke. 

Put used tissues in the bin 

or a bag immediately. 

Rauatu te aihika 

ki te ipupara.

Stay home if you 

feel unwell.

Mēnā ka 

māuiui koe, 

herea ki te 

kainga.

Don’t touch your eyes, nose or 

mouth if your hands are not clean. 

Mēnā ka paru  

ō ringa, kaua  

e pā te kānohi. 

COVID-19  

HEALTH  ADVICE

0800 358 5453

For international SIMs call +64 9 358 5453



THE OFFICE: THE UNTOLD STORY 

OF THE GREATEST SITCOM OF THE 

2000S: AN ORAL HISTORY

by Andy Greene
published by Dutton

T
he show started as practically 
a shot-for-shot remake of the 
British version of The Office that 
aired in the United Kingdom 

and starred Ricky Gervais and Stephen 
Merchant. The folks at NBC were not 
impressed, but they gave the series a 
shot anyway with an initial six-episode 
order.

Steve Carell starred as the 
clueless boss at the paper company 
Dunder Mifflin. The ratings were not 
spectacular, but a couple of folks high 
up at the network saw some potential 
and gave it another short episode order. 
It was at this point between the seasons 
that the creators turned a British clone 
into its own entity, creating a ground-
breaking television show in the process.

Andy Greene’s love letter to the 
show is a dream guide and oral history 
into the full creative process from the 

perspective of the writers, producers, 
cast and even some of the network 

executives. 
Producing a network television 

comedy without three cameras, a laugh 
track or not filming live in front of a 
studio audience was virtually unheard of 
at the time. 

Reality TV shows like Survivor were 
starting to grow in popularity around 
this time, and since the creators were 
going for that vibe, they decided to use 
the camera experts from those shows 
directly.

Carell proved to be the perfect leader 
as Michael Scott, and as the show 
expanded its viewership, fan interest in 
the characters and their lives grew as 
well.

Relying on almost 90 interviews, 
Greene lays out both the successes and 
struggles as he covers the history of 
the series. He delivers insight from the 
major players involved. He provides 
behind-the-scenes details of classic 
episodes. He even talks about a possible 
reboot.

The result is a perfect book for fans 
along with students studying how 
television series are made. — AP

Backstage dive of The Office

THE OPERATOR

by Gretchen Berg
published by Harper Collins

I
n Gretchen Berg’s debut novel, 
The Operator, Vivian Dalton is a 
telephone switchboard operator in 
small-town 1950s Ohio. While it’s 

against the rules to listen in on phone 
conversations, her love of gossip tends 
to get the better of her.

One day, Vivian listens in on a call 
between the neighbourhood snob and 
an unknown voice, and she hears a 
piece of gossip that could destroy her 
life. So, she embarks on a mission to 
find out the truth once and for all.

The Operator is a fun, light and 
intriguing story, although at times 
it falls a little flat. The characters 
lack some dynamism, which makes it 
difficult to become deeply invested in 
their fears, failures and triumphs.

The story also seemed to go on 
longer than it needed to, with the more 
exciting revelations ending up being 
sandwiched between what felt like 
unnecessary moments.

Still, there are several edge-of-your-
seat moments where the story picks up, 
and Berg does succeed at making the 
reader want to keep turning the pages 
to find out Vivian’s big secret — as 
well as the consequences when all is 
revealed. — AP 

A quirky step 
back in time

THE BOY FROM THE WOODS

by Harlan Coben
published by Grand Central

“Her grandson stood in the 
shadows. Hester could see that 
Matthew was wringing his hands, 
just like his father used to do, and 
she felt a pang so deep in her chest 
that for a moment she couldn’t 
breathe.” 

H
e’s known as Wilde, and 
he has no idea of his 
background or family. 
Found living in the woods 

as a young boy, Wilde grew up to join 
the military and learn the world of 
special ops. 

Now he lives off the grid, content 
to rely on himself and stay out 
of society. But his skill at finding 
answers when others don’t want the 
truth revealed causes people to seek 
his help.

TV lawyer Hester Crimstein knows 
Wilde well, as he grew up with 
her son. When Hester’s grandson, 
Matthew, asks for help finding 
Naomi, a high-school classmate, she 
knows that Wilde can help due to his 

unique skill set. 
Naomi is shunned at school, and 

her home life is not much better, 
so she may have run away, but 
Matthew doesn’t believe it. 

As Wilde starts investigating, he 
learns that everyone seems to have 
a part of the puzzle, but refuses 
to share what they know. Even 
Matthew is hesitant to tell Wilde 
why he’s concerned.

The crafty Coben knows how 
to weave a compelling story with 
intriguing characters, and Wilde is 
one of his best. 

Wilde’s journey to search for 
answers not only for the people he 
cares about, but his own personal 
journey, provides an intriguing plot.

The supporting characters also 
shine. 

Once the big reveal happens, it 
would be the end for most stories, 
but Coben has just gotten started. 

The narrative veers into such 
unexpected directions that even a 
true thriller aficionado will not see 
the multiple surprises the ending 
delivers. 

Coben’s name on the book cover 
continues to mean quality. — AP

Intriguing thriller with hidden surprises

SHAKESPEARE IN A DIVIDED 

AMERICA

by James Shapiro
published by Penguin Press

A
merica: land of the free, home 
of the brave, known for Route 
66, Silicon Valley . . . and 
Shakespeare? Yes, and from 

colonial days onward. 
Back then, the Bard wasn’t even 
considered high culture — his plays 
were as familiar to ordinary folks as 
the King James Bible.

In his new book, Shakespeare in 
a Divided America, James Shapiro 
makes the case that arguments 
about the Bard’s plays have long 
reflected our conflicted beliefs as a 
nation about hot-button issues like 
immigration, adultery, homosexuality 
and interracial love.

“His writing continues to function 
as a canary in a coal mine, alerting 
us to, among other things, the toxic 
prejudices poisoning our cultural 
climate,” writes Shapiro, a Columbia 
University professor whose earlier 
works include an anthology on 
Shakespeare in America with a 

foreword by Bill Clinton.
To explore this novel intersection 

of social and literary history, Shapiro 
selected eight particular years to 
examine which plays were popular, 
what people were saying about them 
and how they were staged.

For instance, John Quincy Adams 
couldn’t stop obsessing about Othello 
— and in particular, the Moor of 
Venice’s marriage to the white 
Desdemona. 

In an 1835 letter to a friend, 
Adams, then a member of Congress 
after serving one term as president, 
condemned her passion as 
“unnatural.” 

That same month he wrote an essay 
arguing that when Othello smothers 
her, any pity we might feel for her 
must give way to the grim recognition 
that she got what she deserved for 
being physically intimate with a black 
man.

Given his reputation as a staunch 
abolitionist, Adams’ reaction seems 
weird. 

Unless, as Shapiro contends, he 
was working out his own ambivalent 
feelings about what it would mean 

for former slaves to be truly equal to 
whites in US society. 

“By directing his hostility at 
Desdemona rather than Othello, he 
was able to sidestep criticising black 
men.”

No discussion of Shakespeare as 
a “canary in a coal mine” would be 
complete without mentioning the 2017 
production of Julius Caesar in New 
York City’s Central Park, which was 
disrupted by Trump supporters upset 
at the parallels drawn between the 
US president-elect and the Roman 
tyrant who was assassinated to save 
the Republic.

Shapiro, who serves as a consultant 
for the Public Theatre, which stages 
the free Shakespeare in the Park 
festival every summer in New York 
City, is uniquely qualified to give 
readers a behind-the-scenes look at 
what happened.

It’s a fascinating story — one 
of many in this entertaining and 
accessible book — that underscores 
Shapiro’s key point: Shakespeare 
never goes out of style. — AP

Using Shakespeare to take the pulse of America
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PAY TV

TVNZ 1

SKY 5 DISCOVERY
CHOICE

MOVIES PREMIERE

TVNZ 2 THREE PRIME MAORI TV

RNZ NATIONAL

BRAVO

KEY  0 Closed captions;  3 Repeat;  (HLS) Highlights;  (RPL) Replay;  (DLY) Delayed;  16 Approved for persons 16 years or over;  18 Approved for persons 18 years or over;  AO Adults only;   
C Content may offend;  L Language may offend;  M Suitable for mature audiences;  PG/PGR Parental guidance recommended for younger viewers;  S Sexual content may offend;  V Contains violence.

FRIDAY—SATURDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 0 

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0 

 7pm 1 News Coronavirus 

Special 0   

Join Hilary Barry for 

the latest on the 

Coronavirus and how 

it will affect you – with 

guests from New 

Zealand and around the 

world.

 7.30 The Repair Shop 0   

Series about the 

treasures to be found in 

people’s homes. In each 

episode, three much-

loved family heirlooms 

are brought back to life.

 8.30 Call The Midwife 0   

Sister Frances is at a 

loss when she cares 

for a diabetic and 

recovering cancer 

patient; an anxious new 

father gets on Nurse 

Crane’s nerves.

 9.40 Coronation Street 0   

Bernie tears a strip off 

Imogen; Emma holds a 

girls’ night in the salon 

flat. Will Yasmeen finally 

see the truth?

 10.10 1 News Tonight 0 

 10.40 Playing For Keeps AO 0   

Pressure mounts for 

President Kath following 

a losing streak.

 11.40 Blindspot AO 3   

The team is drawn into 

dangerous political 

intrigue when a tattoo 

points to someone from 

Weitz’s past.

  SATURDAY  

 12.35 Emmerdale   

Moira presses Nate for 

the truth about Amy; 

Kerry feels the heat; 

has Live gotten to the 

bottom of her seizures?

 1.05 Te Karere 3 

 1.30 Infomercials 

 6am Te Karere 3 

 6.30 Country Calendar 3 0   

The country’s first 

commercial coffee 

grower found the right 

bean for New Zealand 

conditions on a hunch, 

and his Northland coffee 

plantation is now on the 

verge of expansion.

 7am Fishing And 

Adventure 3 0   

The boys go to the far 

north to try kayak fishing 

for the first time, and 

the challenge is set to 

land the heaviest fish 

over 4.5 kg.

 7.30 Infomercials 

 8am Faith In Action 3 

 8.30 Life TV With Paul De 

Jong 

 9am Whanau Living 3   

New Zealand Women’s 

Weekly food editor Nici 

Wickes shares a couple 

of recipes from her 

travels; Maihi recycles 

some old metal garden 

furniture; Jenny May 

looks at greyhound 

adoption.

 9.30 Tagata Pasifika 

 10am The Family Chase 3 0 

 11.15 John And Lisa’s 

Weekend Kitchen 

 12.15 A Place To Call 

Home PGR 3 0 

 1.25 Your Home Made 

Perfect 3 0 

 2.25 The Hotel Inspector 

Returns PGR 0 

 3.25 Sarah Beeny’s Renovate 

Don’t Relocate 

 4.25 Motoka 0 

 5pm The Chase 0 

 5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 6pm Highway Thru Hell PG 

 7pm Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 7.30 Charmed M   

Maggie makes a 

decision that her sisters 

and Harry fear will 

destroy her.

 8.30 Supernatural MVS 

 9.30 Curfew MVC 

 10.30 SVU MV 

 11.15 Highway Thru Hell PG 

  SATURDAY  

 12.05 Modern Family PG 

 12.30 Modern Family PG 

 12.55 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 1.20 Jeopardy! PG 

 1.40 Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 2.05 Curfew MVC 

 2.50 Supernatural MVS 

 3.40 SVU MV 

 4.25 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 4.50 Charmed M 

 5.35 The Simpsons PG 

 6am Trucking Hell M 

 6.50 The Simpsons Super 

Saturday PG 

 9.35 Trucking Hell M 

 10.35 Supernatural MVS 

 11.25 Curfew MVC 

 12.15 Supergirl MVS 

 1pm SmackDown Live MVC 

 3.05 Main Event MVC 

 3.55 Ax Men ML 

 4.50 The Simpsons Super 

Saturday PG 

 6.20 John Wick: Chapter 3: 

Parabellum 16VL 2019 

Action. Keanu Reeves, 

Halle Berry.

 8.30 The Best Of Enemies MC 

2019 Drama. During the 

racially-charged summer 

of 1971, a civil-rights 

activist and a Ku Klux 

Klan leader reluctantly 

co-chair a community 

meeting. Taraji P 

Henson, Sam Rockwell.

 10.45 Godzilla II: King Of The 

Monsters MVL 2019 Action. 

Kyle Chandler, Millie 

Bobby Brown.

  SATURDAY  

 12.55 The Poison Rose MVL 

2019 Thriller. John Travolta, 

Morgan Freeman.

 2.35 Slut In A Good Way 16LSC 

2018 Drama.

 4.05 People Interview: Glenn 

Close 

 4.35 John Wick: Chapter 3: 

Parabellum 16VL 2019 

Action.

 6.45 The Best Of Enemies MC 

2019 Drama.

 9am Godzilla II: King Of The 

Monsters MVL 2019 Action.

 11.10 The Poison Rose MVL 

2019 Thriller.

 12.50 John Wick: Chapter 3: 

Parabellum 16VL 2019 

Action.

 3pm People Interview: Glenn 

Close 

 3.30 Love And Debt MLC 2018 

Drama.

 5.10 Maria By Callas PGL 2017 

Documentary.

 5.40 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 6.35 Outback Pilots PG 

 7.30 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 8.30 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 9.25 Aussie Lobster Men PG 

 10.15 Unexplained And 

Unexplored PG 

 11.05 Naked And Afraid MVL 

 11.55 How It’s Made PG 

  SATURDAY  

 12.20 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.45 World’s Deadliest 

Drivers PG 

 1.10 World’s Deadliest 

Drivers PG 

 1.35 Deadliest Catch PG 

 2.25 Bering Sea Gold PG 

 3.15 Gold Rush: White 

Water PG 

 4.05 Expedition Unknown PG 

 4.55 Naked And Afraid MVL 

 5.45 Deadliest Catch PG 

 6.35 How It’s Made PG 

 7.05 How Do They Do It? PG 

 7.30 Gold Rush PG 

 8.20 Aussie Gold Hunters PG  

 12.30 Expedition Unknown 

 1.20 Alaska: The Last 

Frontier PG 

 2.10 Guardians Of The 

Glades PG 

 3pm Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 3.50 Mega Marine 

Machines PG 

 4.45 Mega Marine 

Machines PG 

 5.40 Mega Marine 

Machines PG 

 6pm Neighbours 0   

Paul faces an impossible 

dilemma; a loved couple 

face a challenging future; 

will Jane finally get her 

happy ending?

 7pm M Fantastic Four PGR 0 

2005 Action. Four astronauts 

gain superpowers after 

being exposed to cosmic 

radiation and must use 

them to defeat the plans 

of Doctor Victor von 

Doom.  

Ioan Gruffudd, Jessica 

Alba, Julian McMahon.

 9.05 Comedy Gala PGR 3 

 10.05 Have You Been Paying 

Attention? 3 0 

 11.05 F RuPaul’s Drag Race 

UK AO 0   

The top three queens 

compete in an all-singing, 

all-dancing final challenge, 

and one will be crowned 

the UK’s first Drag Race 

Superstar.

  SATURDAY  

 12.20 Kevin Can Wait 0   

Kevin offers to help 

Kendra and Chale buy 

Enzo’s, but they soon 

realise his idea of a 

silent partner is not so 

silent; Kendra and Chale 

find peace at Vanessa’s 

apartment.

 1am The Simpsons PGR 3 0   

Lisa becomes angry with 

Miss Hoover and, in a 

series of homages to 

classic Hitchcock films, 

sets out to get revenge.

 1.25 America’s Funniest Home 

Videos 3 0 

 1.50 Infomercials 

 2.50 Once Upon A Time PGR 3 0 

 4.25 The Fresh Prince Of Bel 

Air 3 0 

 4.45 Neighbours AO 3 0 

 5.35 Bizaardvark 3 0 

 6am Takaro Tribe 3 0 

 6.10 Thomas And Friends 0 

 6.25 Tinpo 0   

Tinpo and his team love 

to solve problems.

 6.30 Blaze And The Monster 

Machines 3 0 

 6.55 Thunderbirds Are Go! 3 0 

 7.15 The Amazing World Of 

Gumball 0 

 7.40 Beyblade Burst Rise 0 

 8.05 Ninjago 0 

 8.30 Teen Titans Go! 3 0 

 8.55 Regular Show 0 

 9.05 Walk The Prank 0 

 9.30 The Simpsons PGR 3 0 

 10am Fresh 

 10.30 F Mike And Molly PGR 

3 0 

 11am F Black-Ish 3 0 

 11.25 8 Simple Rules 3 0 

 11.55 The 100 PGR 0 

 12.55 F Penguins Make You 

Laugh Out Loud 3 0 

 1.55 The Bachelorette NZ 3 0 

 5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0 

 6pm NewsHub Live At 6pm 

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 M The Bourne 

Identity AO 3 2002 Thriller.  

A man who washes 

ashore with bullet 

wounds and amnesia 

must elude assassins 

as he regains his 

memory.  

Matt Damon, Franka 

Potente, Chris Cooper, 

Clive Owen.

 9.50 Modern Family: The 

Final Season PGR 0   

Claire is thwarted on her 

way to a job interview by 

Phil’s tricky staircase; 

Cam and Mitch receive 

an unexpected call from 

their adoption agency.

 10.20 NewsHub Late 

 10.50 American Dad AO 

 11.15 N Bob’s Burgers PGR   

Tina disguises herself 

as a boy and sneaks 

into the Boyz 4 Now 

auditions to find the love 

of her life; Teddy asks 

the Belcher gang to 

nurse his baby rat back 

to health.

 11.45 Face The Truth PGR 3 

  SATURDAY  

 12.15 Infomercials 

 6am Charles Stanley 3 

 6.30 Infomercials 

 9.30 NewsHub Nation 0 

 10.30 The Taste USA 3 

 11.30 Married At First Sight 

US: The First Year PGR 3 

 12.25 Face Off 3 

 1.20 Michael McIntyre’s Big 

Show PGR 3 0 

 2.30 Fresh Off The Boat PGR 

 3pm The Goldbergs PGR 0 

 3.30 Survivor: David v 

Goliath 0 

 4.30 Eyes Of The Atacama 0 

 5.30 HelloWorld 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun 0   

After telling Dick he’s an 

even worse teacher than 

he imagined, Tommy 

is forced to attend 

Pendleton and Sally 

wangles Don a powerful 

executive job.

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm The Kiwi League Show 

 6.30 Sky Sport News 

 7pm The Crowd Goes Wild 

 7.30 Secret Life Of The 

Holiday Resort PGR 3 

 8.30 Concorde: The 

Supersonic Race 3 

 9.30 Raw PGR   

The latest WWE action.

 10.30 New Amsterdam PGR 

 11.30 The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PGR 

  SATURDAY  

 12.30 To Be Advised 

 2.20 Closedown 

 6am Ben 10: Alien Force 3 0 

 6.25 Danger Mouse 3 0 

 6.50 The Loud House 3 0 

 7.15 Henry Danger 

 7.40 Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles 3 0 

 8.05 Teen Titans 3 0 

 8.30 Batman: The Animated 

Series 0 

 9am Samurai Jack PGR 0 

 10am SmackDown AO 3 

 11am Raw AO 3 

 Noon Best Of Piha Rescue PGR 

3 0 

 1pm NRL Full Time 

 2pm American Restoration  

3 0 

 2.30 Outback Opal 

Hunters PGR 0 

 3.30 Outback Truckers PGR 

 4.30 Hot Bench 3 

 5pm Addicted To Fishing 3 0 

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Waiata Mai 

 5.10 Te Mana Kuratahi 3 

 5.40 Tamariki Haka 

 5.50 E Kori 3 

 5.55 Pipi Ma 

 6pm ZooMoo 

 6.10 Te Nutube 

 6.20 Darwin + Newts 

 6.30 Te Ao: Maori News 

 7pm Tangaroa With Pio 

 7.30 F He Kakano 3 

 8pm Toa: Toa O Aotearoa PGR 3 

 8.30 M Star Trek: 

Generations PGR 1994 Sci-fi. 

In the late 23rd century, 

the maiden voyage 

of the third Starship 

Enterprise goes badly 

when the unprepared 

ship must rescue two 

transport ships.

 10.30 Nga Pari Karangaranga 

O Te Motu 3 

 11pm Te Ao: Maori News 3 

 11.30 Closedown 

  SATURDAY  

 6.30 Waiata Mai 

 6.40 My Mokai 

 7.10 Huhu: Te Tunga Rakau 

 7.20 He Rourou 3 

 7.30 Potae Pai 3 

 7.40 Kainga Whakapaipai 3 

 7.50 Polyfest Kapa Haka 3 

 8.20 Haati Paati 3 

 8.30 Pukana 3 

 10am Swagger 

 10.30 Whanau Bake Off 3 

 11am Sidewalk Karaoke PGR 3 

 11.30 HakaNation 

 Noon Waka Ama Sprint 

Nationals 

 1pm Haati Grassroots 

Rugby 3 

 2pm Poitukohu Kura 

Tuarua 3 

 3pm Touch Rugby: National 

Championships 3 

 4pm Waiata Nation 

 4.30 Fresh 

 5pm The Hui: Kaupeka Wha 

 5.30 Nga Tamariki O Te 

Kohu 3 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum 

 6.30 American Pickers 

 7.30 Building The Dream 

 8.30 Escape To The Chateau: 

DIY 

 9.30 Gardeners’ World 

 10.30 American Pickers 

 11.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum 

  SATURDAY  

 12.30 Culinary Genius 

 1.30 Caribbean Pirate 

Treasure 

 2am Bear Grylls Mission 

Survive PGR 

 3am Baby Animals And 

Friends 

 4am Escape To The Chateau: 

DIY 

 5am Mysteries At The 

Museum 

 6am Sand Masters 

 6.30 Auctioneers And Dealers 

 7.30 Baby Animals And 

Friends 

 8.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum 

 9.30 Gardeners’ World 

 10.30 Culinary Genius 

 11.30 American Pickers 

 12.30 Building The Dream 

 1.30 Escape To The Chateau: 

DIY 

 2.30 The Curse Of Oak 

Island PGR 

 3.30 Hugh’s Wild West 

 4.30 Healthy Food Guide 

 5pm Paul Hollywood: A 

Baker’s Life 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Monument 

 5pm Judge Jerry 
 5.30 Hoarders 3 
 6.30 Love It Or List It 
 7.30 Catfish 3 
 8.30 M Billy Elliot AO 3 0 

2000 Drama. The life of a coal 
miner’s son in Northern 
England is changed when 
he discovers a ballet class 
during his weekly boxing 
lesson.  
Julie Walters, Jamie Bell.

 10.55 Snapped PGR 3 
 11.45 The Kelly Clarkson Show 
 11.50 Killer Couples AO 3 

  SATURDAY  
 12.40 Infomercials 3 
 10am Judge Jerry 3 
 10.30 The Kelly Clarkson 

Show 3 
 11.30 The Kelly Clarkson 

Show 3 
 12.30 Hoarders 3 
 1.30 Hoarders 3 
 2.30 Love It Or List It 3 
 3.30 Love It Or List It 3 
 4.30 Undercover Boss 3 
 5.30 Undercover Boss 3 

5pm Checkpoint  
6.30 Trending Now  
6.43 Focus On Politics  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
8.15 Dateline Pacific  
Current-affairs programme 
covering the major Pacific stories 
of the week.  
8.30 Friday Night Live  
9.06 Country Life  
Memorable scenes, people and 
places in rural New Zealand.  
10pm News At Ten  
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.  
11.06 The Mixtape  

SATURDAY   
12.04 The All Night Programme  
6.08 Storytime  
7.10 Country Life  8.10 Saturday 

Morning  12.12 Music 101  
5pm The World At Five  
5.10 Focus On Politics  
5.30 Tagata O Te Moana  

Call the Midwife 
 8.30pm on TVNZ 1

Fantastic Four 
 7pm on TVNZ 2

The Bourne Identity 
 7.30pm on Three
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English FA faces legal threat
LONDON — The English Football Association 

faces the threat of legal action after taking what 
has been labelled as the “appalling decision” to 
expunge results for the 2019-20 season for non-
league divisions below the National League and 
National League North and South.

The same applies to women’s football below the 
Women’s Super League and Championship, with 
no promotion and relegation, while grassroots 
football has been brought to a close for the 
season due to the coronavirus outbreak.

The FA’s decision is particularly harsh on 
teams like South Shields, who were 12 points 
clear at the top of the Northern Premier Division, 
and chairman Geoff Thompson said the club 
would seek an appeal or take legal action.

“Whatever the outcome following this appalling 
decision the club will continue as before,” he 
said.

“However, there is no denying this decision has 
a huge financial impact.

“We have invested heavily this year in a host 
of areas and the loss of promotion will also 
affect some of our revenue assumptions for next 

season. My message to all our SSFC fans and 
sponsors is — sorry, a huge disappointment and 
we’ve all been badly let down.”

The FA remains hopeful of completing the 
men’s and women’s FA Cup campaigns, FA 
Trophy and FA Vase, while discussions are 
ongoing regarding what will happen with the 
National League, Women’s Super League and 
Women’s Championship. — PA

‘Greed set in’ over grant
SYDNEY — Outgoing South Sydney supremo 

Shane Richardson says greed set in when former 
ARL Commission chairman John Grant increased 
the annual grant to NRL clubs in 2015.

Richardson, who resigned as the head of 
football at the Rabbitohs to save the club money 
during the coronavirus pandemic, says the game 
couldn’t afford the increase to 130 percent of the 
salary cap.

Richardson claims Grant ignored the advice 
of the NRL executive and says the decision was 
about the clubs when it should have been about 
the whole game.

“The game couldn’t afford the 130 percent,” 
Richardson told the Sydney Morning Herald.

“We said this to John Grant. But there was 
pressure on him from a cartel of clubs wanting 
more money; from player agents; from people 
inside the game, all wanting more money.

“We knew things had to change to make the 
game viable, but the clubs didn’t want to hear it. 
When the $13m was put up there in front of them, 

they grabbed it. It shouldn’t have been a decision 
just about the clubs.

“It should have been for the whole game. Greed 
set in.” — AAP

Jones agrees to pay cut
LONDON —  England rugby union coach Eddie 

Jones has agreed to a pay cut in excess of 25 
percent during the coronavirus shutdown.

The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is facing 
revenue losses in the region of £45 million 
£50million over the next 18 months as a 
consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The English governing body’s executive team 
agreed pay cuts above 25 percent on Wednesday, 
and just a day later Australian Jones agreed to 
follow suit.

The former Wallabies mentor is the highest 
paid coach in international rugby, earning in the 
region of £750,000 a year.

The 60-year-old’s current deal expires in July 
2021 and as yet there has been no move to 
extend his contract until the next World Cup in 
2023.

Chief executive Bill Sweeney revealed he had 
spoken to Jones, who had given the green light 
to the pay reduction while all rugby is suspended 
due to the global Covid-19 pandemic.

The RFU is now understood to be in 
consultation with the wider England coaching 
staff about temporary salary reductions, but 
Jones has already assented.

“Eddie is overseas at present and when I 

contacted him regarding our executive pay 
reduction proposals he immediately agreed,” 
Sweeney said.

Twickenham had already forecast losses in 
2020 due to the cost of last year’s World Cup 
campaign and only hosting two Six Nations 
games, but that has escalated due to the Covid-
19 crisis. — PA

Tour may still go ahead
THIS year’s Tour de France may still go ahead 

despite the worldwide coronavirus pandemic, but 
without roadside spectators.

Following the postponement of the Euro 2020 
soccer championships and the Tokyo Olympics, 
the Tour de France — which takes place in 
June and July — is one of the last major global 
sporting events that’s not yet been cancelled or 
postponed.

“The Tour is a sports monument; it is too 
soon to decide,” French Sports Minister Roxana 
Maracineanu wrote on Twitter.

“There is a time for everything. For now, we 
have a more urgent battle to fight. Let us focus 
on this mountain in front of us and then consider 
what’s next.”

Since the Tour’s inception in 1903, only the two 
world wars have forced organisers to cancel the 
race.

A Sports ministry spokeswoman told Reuters 
that the ministry was monitoring the pandemic’s 
evolution, saying: “There is no rush to decide 
today.” — AAP
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Least expensive (8)
Sweet stuff on a cake (5)
These grow on ingers and 

toes (5)
Staying in a place where 

you cannot be seen (6)
Mix with a spoon (4)
Naked (4)
Jail (6)
A health professional (5)
Goodbye in French (5)

19. Bicycle riders (8)

The machine in a car that 
makes it move (6)

Small horse (4)
Move house (5)
See this before thunder (9)
A space traveller (9)
Imagining while asleep (6)
Unclean (5)
A yacht has these (5)
Part of your foot (4)

Previous solution

Across: 1. Alphabet, 6. Girl, 7. Cobweb, 9. Maybe, 11. Scowl,  
12. Nears, 13. Round, 16. Second, 18. Buzz, 19. Sparkler. 
Down: 1. Arguments, 2. Party, 3. Back, 4. Tobacco, 5. Ice,  
8. Bulldozer, 10. Burrows, 14. Usual, 15. Idea, 17. Eel.

JUNIOR CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

Saturday, March 28, 2020

 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Lady Gaga, 34; Julia Stiles, 39; Vince Vaughn, 50; Reba McEntire, 65.

Happy Birthday:
Attitude will make a difference. Pouring your heart and soul into whatever 
you pursue will bring the results you want. Leave no stone unturned or loose 
end untied. Complete your goal so you can pave the way to new beginnings. 
Put a systematic plan in place, and don't stop until you are satisied with the 
results you get. Your numbers are 8, 14, 22, 24, 33, 37, 48.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Find a unique way to get what you want. An original idea will spark 
enthusiasm in others and help you gain the support you need. Don't let 
uncertainty set in because someone is critical or negative. Follow your 
instincts. 3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Jump in and take responsibility for your life and your happiness. If you take 
the initiative and make things happen, you can fulill your dreams. Share your 
feelings, what you want and what you plan to do next. Romance is favored. 
3 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Don't mislead someone. Be precise and honest to avoid getting into a 
predicament that can limit your freedom. Make modiications to the way you 
live that will make you happy. Stop taking orders, and start living life your 
way. 3 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
A change will turn out better than anticipated. Be willing to try something 
new and to enjoy what life has to offer. A little fun will attract positive 
attention. Love and romance are in the stars and will improve your personal 
experience. 4 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Promote your ideas and the skills you can offer. Participate in community 
events, but don't let anyone take advantage of you. Know your worth, and 
don't hesitate to charge for your services. Don't let an emotional situation 
drag you down. 2 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Do the unexpected by surprising the ones you love. Host an event or plan 
a mini-vacation or family outing that will bring you closer together. Love and 
romance are on the rise, and personal gains are within reach. 5 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Take care of your responsibilities, and keep moving forward. If someone is 
not pulling his or her weight, say something. Express your concerns, and 
make it clear you will not allow anyone to use you. Take control rather than 
being controlled. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
A change of scenery will be uplifting. Go on a property hunt, or source out 
a place that you ind inspirational or adventuresome. Renovate to suit your 
needs, and it will revitalize long-term goals. A partnership will fall into place 
unexpectedly. 3 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Keep busy, do something constructive and, most of all, stay out of trouble. 
The less contact you have with people who dangle temptations in front of 
you, the better. Stick to a healthy lifestyle, and strive to be your best. 3 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Get together with people you don't get to see often. Plan an event. Revisit 
personal goals, and start the process of fulilling your dreams. Share your 
thoughts and plans for the future with someone you love. Romance is 
encouraged. 5 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Emotional matters will crop up if you address challenging issues. Make sure 
you have thought things through before you move forward. A mistake will 
have long-term effects that may not be reversible. Make observations before 
you take action. 2 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Keep everyone in suspense. Flesh out your plans. When you are ready to 
share, do so with a splash. A positive lifestyle change is heading your way. 
A romantic plan executed with inesse will have an impact on someone you 
love. 4 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are decisive, practical and outgoing. You are optimistic and focused.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD  No 10,950

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Strife (10)
 7. Smell (5)
 8. Strive (7)
 10. Revelation (8)
 11. Deficit (4)
 13. Horn (6)
 15. Nurse (6)
 17. Skein (4)
 18. Maintain (8)
 21. Dress (7)
 22. Horrify (5)
 23. By nature (10)

 1. Wilt (5)
 2. Emphasised (8)
 3. Accompany (6)
 4. Fall (4)
 5. Unfold (4,3)
 6. Ancestor (10)
 9. Unruly (10)
 12. Unchanging (8)
 14. Strain (7)
 16. Contort (6)
 19. Respond (5)
 20. Small valley (4)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
Across: 6 Corrode; 7 Bumpy; 9 
S l y ;  1 0  S e n t i m e n t ;  1 2 
Dissipation; 15 Level-headed; 
17 Sectional; 19 Bit; 21 Buxom; 
22 Vitiate.
Down: 1 Mould; 2 Try; 3 Idle; 4 
Submitted; 5 Sponsor; 8 Utopia; 
11 Direction; 13 School; 14 
Revenue; 16 Birth; 18 Akin; 20 
Pit.
CRYPTIC
Across: 6 Macabre; 7 About; 9 
Ado; 10 Reeled off; 12 Safety 
match; 15 With disdain; 17 
Bridge the; 19 Gap; 21 Treat; 22 
Staunch.
Down: 1 Cards; 2 Man; 3 Free; 
4 A bad habit ;  5 Suff ice; 8 
Played; 11 Cathedral; 13 Exiles; 
14 Mirrors; 16 Fancy; 18 Hats; 
20 Sun.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 10,949
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1. Sole supplier (10)
 7. Bored languor will make 

some of the children 
nuisances (5)

 8. Strikers won’t stand for 
this (3-4)

 10. See 18 Across
 11 & 17Ac.  Will this provide 

timber suitable for 
fretwork? (4,4)

 13. Most pleasant Riviera 
town street (6)

 15. Afflicted with ill-feeling (6)
 17. See 11 Across
 18 & 10Ac.  Unusually 

informed science about 
one subject that brings 
the doctor into court (8,8)

 21. Looked for and found, 
one hears, to put in order 
(7)

 22. Is about to study religious 
figures (5)

 23. Neutralise a law affecting 
shop assistants? (10)

 1. A discovery, one hears, 
is penalised by the court 
(5)

 2. A container - for playing 
cards? (8)

 3. Contemplating a fool 
about to transgress (6)

 4. It’s bound to be used in a 
piano test (4)

 5. Eastern inducement 
appealing to sentiment 
(7)

 6. Finishes the school 
session in different seat 
(10)

 9. Not a patient due for 
inoculation! (6,4)

 12. Heavenly article used for 
cake decoration (8)

 14. Parting salutation to 
acclaim single-goal 
victory! (7)

 16. Serious swelling - it is 
surrounded by blood (6)

 19. Dauntless porter (5)
 20. Hackneyed description of 

what is assumed (4)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOlUTiOn in nexT pUblicATiOn.



CRICKET

IT’S not quite the same as receiving 
a trophy and applause but the Poverty 
Bay Cricket Association annual junior 
prize-giving has gone ahead . . . through 
Facebook.

Covid-19 put paid to the prize-giving 
scheduled to be held at Harry Barker 
Reserve pavilion on March 22, so the 
association decided to “bring it to the 
community through other means” in 
the form of a video presentation on its 
Facebook page.

“PBCA would like to thank all the 
parents that put their hand up this year 
to help manage and coach a team,” the 
association said in a post. 

“Without your support and help, we 
wouldn’t have seen the cricket that was 
on display this season.”

Trophies, certificates and prizes will be 
distributed when the situation allows.

Meanwhile, the Junior Colt 30-over 
competition title for the season went to 
dnature Dragons.

The final did not go ahead so the title 
went to the team at the top of the table 
after the completion of round-robin 
games.

The prize-giving results for the 2019-
2020 season were —

PRIMARY HARDBALL
Most improved: Curtis Wylie.
Most promising batter: Cameron Walters.
Most promising bowler: Gayesha Mahabalage
Most promising all-rounder: Leo Starck.
25+ runs awards: Leo Starck, Charlie Castle, 

Archer Allen, Emmerson Brownlie, Keeley-Rose 
Smiler, Conrad Parkes, Jerome Tamatea, Cameron 
Walters.

Five-wicket haul: Leo Starck.

JUNIOR COLTS LEAGUE
Most improved: Joe Singh.

Most promising batsman: Nathaniel Fearnley.
Most promising bowler: Ari Robertson.
Most promising all-rounder: Grace Kuil.
50+ runs awards: Grace Kuil, Nathaniel 

Fearnley, Jarrod Ormiston, Caleb Taewa, Rhys 
Grogan, Ollie Egan, Philburgh Viljoen, Ari 
Robertson.

Five-wicket haul: Rhys Grogan.

CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIP
Most improved: Alex Shanks.
Most promising batter: Kayley Knight.
Most promising bowler: Grace Levy.
Most promising all-rounder: Liam Barbier.

RIVERBEND, YEAR 6
Most improved: Joel Kirkpatrick.
Most promising batter: Jonah Reynolds.
Most promising bowler: Jack Holden.
Most promising all-rounder: Caleb Taewa.

RIVERBEND, YEAR 7
Most improved: Connor Starck.

Most promising batter: Taye McGuinness.
Most promising bowler: Taylor Scott.
Most promising all-rounder: Nathaniel Fearnley.

PRIMARY HARDBALL REPS — CAMBRIDGE TRIP
Most improved: Jonah Reynolds.
Most promising batsman: Kelan Bryant.
Most promising bowler: Nathaniel Fearnley.
Most promising all-rounder: Taye 

McGuinness.

JUNIOR SECONDARY BOYS — WHANGAREI TRIP
Most improved: Dylan Foster.
Most promising batter: Nathan Trowell.
Most promising bowler: Liam Barbier.
Most promising all-rounder: Cohen Loffler.

SENIOR SECONDARY BOYS
Most improved: Luke Hurlstone.
Most promising batter: Liam Spring.
Most promising bowler: Max Briant.
Most promising all-rounder: Travis Mitchell.

SENIOR SECONDARY GIRLS — TAURANGA TRIP

PBCA junior prize-giving results

CRICKET

THE International Cricket Council 
(ICC) has opened its comprehensive 
archive of match footage and 
programming to its broadcast partners, 
giving fans throughout the world the 
opportunity to relive some of the greatest 
cricketing moments of the past 45 years 
as they stay at home during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

ICC events dating back to 1975 — 
including the men’s and women’s cricket 
world cups and T20 world cups, the 
Champions Trophy and the under-19 
world cups have been made available.

Additionally, fans can join in the 

fun through watch parties on the ICC 
Facebook page, where some of the most 
famous cricket games will be replayed in 
full. Match highlights and tournament 
recaps will also be delivered through ICC 
social channels and the ICC website and 
mobile app. Fans can get involved and 
vote on the memories they want to see 
from the ICC archive.

The footage available to broadcasters 
will include memorable matches of 
the ICC men’s events including those 
between transtasman rivals Australia 
and New Zealand, sub-continental 
adversaries India and Pakistan and 
Ashes competitors Australia and 
England.

ICC opens its archive

CRICKET by Rob Forsaith, AAP

SYDNEY — Australia’s 
selectors are already well 
advanced in Twenty20 World 
Cup planning, with Justin 
Langer insisting the potential 
absence of the Indian Premier 
League won’t affect their push 
for a breakthrough win.

The IPL has already 
been delayed until April 15 
and cancellation or further 
postponement seems inevitable 
given India is in lockdown 
because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Pat Cummins, sold for a record 
$A3.1 million during last year’s 
IPL auction, headlines the list of 
Australians set to miss out on a 
lucrative Twenty20 stint.

But money is only part of the 
equation.

Players on the fringe of 

Australia’s T20 World Cup 
squad, such as Josh Hazlewood, 
hoped to use the tournament to 
boost their case for selection.

Josh Philippe, who caught the 
attention of national selectors 
during a superb BBL campaign, 
was understandably excited 
about the prospect of learning 
from Virat Kohli and AB de 
Villiers at Royal Challengers 
Bangalore.

“Before this crisis started to 
unravel, we were absolutely 
determined for our guys to play 
the IPL,” Langer said.

“Because with the T20 World 
Cup coming up, there’s no better 
grounding, no better practice, no 
better tournament for them to 
get ready for that.

“But obviously things have 
changed a lot. The health of not 
only our individual players, but 
also our country and India as a 

whole is paramount here.
“In terms of selection, I’m not 

too stressed about it . . . one or 
two positions in our World Cup 
side are up for grabs. It’s a very, 
very settled team. We played 
great cricket against South 
Africa.”

Australia’s T20 World Cup 

campaign is due to start on 
October 24 in Sydney and it is 
the one major tournament that 
Australia’s men’s side have yet 
to win.

Uncertainty created by the 
coronavirus means it is unclear 
how many games Australia 
will play leading up to that 

Twenty20 event.
“There’s no better practice 

than match practice and I’m 
sure that we will, when the 
time’s right, have that,” Langer 
said.

“We either manufacture it (in 
intra-squad games) or we’ll have 
plenty of that if this crisis slows 
down quicker than we think.”

Australia’s test tour of 
Bangladesh in June is one of 
many series in doubt because of 
the health crisis.

“We were very close to having 
a handle on who we thought 
would be best to be selected for 
the Bangladesh tour,” Langer 
said.

“We will put that on hold for 
a bit.

“But we’ve been planning for 
Bangladesh for some time and 
if it does go ahead then we’ll be 
ready.”

Langer ‘not too stressed’ over IPL delay
WANTED CHANCE 
TO IMPRESS: 
Fast bowler Josh 
Hazlewood is 
one of those who 
hoped to use the 
Indian Premier 
League to boost 
his case for 
selection in the 
Australian cricket 
squad for the 
Twenty20 World 
Cup. AP picture

BASKETBALL by JOHN MARSHALL, AP

PHOENIX — Fred “Curly” Neal, the 
dribbling wizard who entertained millions 
with the Harlem Globetrotters for parts of 
three decades, has died aged 77.

The Globetrotters said Neal died in 
his home outside Houston on Thursday 
morning.

“We have lost one of the most genuine 
human beings the world has ever 
known,” Globetrotters general manager 
Jeff Munn said in a statement on Twitter.

“Curly’s basketball skill was unrivalled 
by most, and his warm heart and huge 
smile brought joy to families worldwide.”

Neal played for the Globetrotters from 
1963-85, appearing in more than 6000 
games in 97 countries for the exhibition 

team known for their combination of 
comedy and athleticism. He became one 
of five Globetrotters to have his jersey 
retired when his No.22 was lifted to the 
rafters during a special ceremony at 
Madison Square Garden in 2008.

Neal was a crowd favourite with his 
trademark shaved head, infectious smile 
and ability to dribble circles around 
would-be defenders. He was a key player 
during the Globetrotters’ most popular 
era in the 1970s and ’80s, appearing 
on TV shows and specials like The Ed 
Sullivan Show, Love Boat and Gilligan’s 
Island.

Neal and the Globetrotters also 
appeared in numerous TV commercials, 
episodes of “Scooby-Doo” and had their 
own cartoon series.

Globetrotter ‘Curly’ Neal dies
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RUGBY by Darren Walton, AAP

SYDNEY — Regrets? He’s got a few 
— but Michael Cheika otherwise has the 
fondest of memories from his five years 
as Wallabies coach.

Typically honest to a fault, Cheika 
has peeled back the layers to reveal the 
softer side that only those closest to him 
— including hard-core rugby journalists 
who’ve been in the trenches WITH him 
and not (as he often sees it) necessarily 
AGAINST HIM.

“Am I satisfied in the end, mate? No, 
because I wanted to win a Bledisloe 
and the World Cup,” Cheika said on Fox 
League.

“I wasn’t able to do that and that hurts 
me, personally, because I really value the 
supporter on the street and I know that’s 
what they want. I see them.

“When you’re coaching your national 
team, it’s very different to club footy. No.1, 
you’re not a recruiter, you’re a selector.

“So the next thing you really feel, the 
day after the game . . . all the kids, even 
the people who aren’t rugby people — 
because you’re representing Australia — 
they’re feeling how you played the night 
before.

“You have a big win, everyone’s 
pumped. You go for recovery, they’re all 
high-fiving ya — (saying) ‘good on ya’.

“Then the next (game) — I see it in my 
own family; you know, the kids, they’re all 
dressed in their jerseys and then the next 
morning, if we lose, they’re unhappy.

“So I feel it in my own family.”
Happily — but hastily — thrown into 

the hot seat following Ewen McKenzie’s 
dramatic departure in 2014, Cheika 
endured a rollercoaster five-year tenure.

World Rugby’s coach of the year after 
guiding the unfancied Wallabies to the 
World Cup final in 2015, then belittled 
on the other side of the Tasman the 
next (remember those pretty poor clown 
caricature jokes from New Zealand?)

He was also often harshly treated by 
World Rugby officials.

Yet Cheika — the survivor and proud 
immigrant hard-worker — has emerged 

from his tumultuous tenure with 
impressive dignity after falling on his 
sword following Australia’s World Cup 
quarterfinal exit in Japan last October.

“Honoured, grateful,” he said when 
asked of his abiding memories as 
Wallabies coach.

“For a kid like me, to think that 
he’d have the opportunity to coach the 
Wallabies, I would have never imagined. 
I’ve always been a sort of an outsider in 
rugby, outside of the establishment.

“So to get that opportunity — and 

considering the circumstances that we’ve 
had going on in Australian rugby the past 
five years — we’ve always represented 
with maximum courage.

“Sometimes we weren’t at our best, 
sometimes we had to have terrible halves, 
had to make comebacks and we had some 
great wins as well.

“Even 2019, we had a great win over 
New Zealand in Perth.”

Cheika, now an assistant coach at the 
Sydney Roosters under long-time friend 
Trent Robinson, conceded the Wallabies 
lacked consistency during his tenure - but 
offered some explanations for that.

“At the end of the day, the Wallabies 
are a result of our preparations in Super 
Rugby and they’ve been difficult because 
we’ve had a lot going on,” he said.

“Whether it was Perth (with the 
Western Force’s demise in 2017) on the 
outside and then players going overseas, 
and the format of the competition.

“But then when the guys got together, 
I think they really played hard for 
Australia every single time.

“I’m the first to know that that’s not 
perfect, but (I’m) always proud to be a 
part of that, some of the great wins and 
also for being there after some of the 
losses, being able to get the team back up.

“In coaching right now, you’ve got to 
be a professional at being able to turn 
negatives into a positive and that was 
something I really loved doing with those 
lads because they responded a lot.

“I think a lot of them played above 
their potential for where they are in their 
cycle.”

Cheika reveals his Wallabies regrets

‘HONOURED, GRATEFUL’: Michael Cheika as Wallabies coach during the Captain’s 
Run before an Eden Park test against the All Blacks in August 2018. NZ Herald picture
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide fine 16 30
Amsterdam fine 5 12
Bangkok fine 28 36
Beijing fine 1 14
Berlin fine 2 12
Brisbane showers 19 26
Buenos Aires cloudy 22 28
Cairo showers 16 23
Canberra fine 7 23
Cape Town fine 14 23
Delhi fine 17 30
Frankfurt fine 7 17
Geneva showers 2 16
Hong Kong rain 20 24
London cloudy 3 12
Los Angeles fine 8 20
Melbourne fine 16 27
Moscow cloudy 1 14
New York showers 7 9
Paris fine 6 16
Perth showers 19 25
Singapore thunder 24 34
Stockholm rain 1 7
Suva thunder 24 32
Sydney showers 18 24
Tokyo drizzle 6 19
Toronto showers 2 6

Partly cloudy, a few showers 

in the S. NW tending SW by 

midday,  becoming strong 

about the coast in the 

evening.

Cloudy periods and isolated 

showers. Southwesterlies 

easing, and turning 

southeast.

Cloudy periods and isolated 

showers. Southeasterlies.

A few showers, turning to 

rain later.  Southeasterlies.

TOMORROW SUNDAY MONDAY

TUESDAY

A few showers 

possible from 

afternoon as winds 

turn SW.

Cloudy periods and 

a few showers. 

Southerlies.

Cloudy periods and 

the odd shower. 

Southeasterlies.

1995 –  Cold air behind a front met 

warm air just north of Gisborne 

- the result was strong low level 

convergence and the formation of 

thunderstorms. Heavy convective 

rainfalls of 100mm in 12 hours were 

common. At Hick's Bay, 52.8mm of 

rain fell in just one hour. Surprisingly, 

little damage was reported.
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NZ TOMORROW
Auckland � ne 20
Hamilton � ne 21
Tauranga � ne 22
Rotorua � ne 19
Taupo � ne 17
Napier showers 19
New Plymouth � ne 18
Palmerston North showers 17
Wellington windy 13
Christchurch showers 14
Queenstown � ne 15
Dunedin � ne 14
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A low becomes slow moving 

to the east of the North 

Island while it weakens 

away, directing a southeast 

flow over most of the 

country. Meanwhile, a ridge 

builds over the south of 

the South Island over the 

weekend.
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KAYAKING by Matai O’Connor

A Gisborne member of the 
New Zealand high-performance 
women’s squad for sprint kayaking 
will continue her training while 
she is in isolation. 

Alicia Hoskin was training with 
the aim of competing in the 2020 
Olympics in Tokyo but since it has 
been postponed she will continue 
to train at home in Auckland.

Hoskin is from Gisborne and 
one of eight women in the high-
performance squad. They are 
based on the North Shore in 
Auckland. 

“I have set up a home gym and 
have a few cross-training options 
to keep me fit for the period of 
time that we need to stay home,” 
Hoskin said. 

“I am taking this as an 
opportunity to work on things off 
the water and come back stronger.”

Hoskin is working with her 
coaches and support staff on a new 
training programme to complete 
while in lockdown. 

“At this stage I am looking 
to start a gym block to build 
a strength base that will be 
incredibly helpful when I return to 
training on the water.

“This may include doing four 
weight sessions a week while also 
maintaining my fitness by doing 
around eight fitness sessions on 
either my spin bike or grinder. I 
will be training two to three times 
a day, and Sunday is my rest day.”

Hoskin — along with athletes 
around the world — has been 
working towards the Olympic 

dream for years. 
Athletes are feeling a lot of 

different emotions, she says. 
“The New Zealand team support 

the postponement of the Olympic 
Games because at this stage the 
health and wellbeing of our people 
and our loved ones is our top 
priority,” Hoskin said. 

She started kayaking when 
she was 11 years old. This is her 
third year training with the high-
performance squad. She moved to 
Auckland and was chosen for the 
squad when she was 18.

She was aiming to compete at 
the 2024 Paris Olympic Games but 
this year had the opportunity to 
trial for the Tokyo 2020 team and 
was selected for the trialling squad 
of five women (with four New 
Zealand spots) for the Olympic 
Games. 

“Our selection announcement 
for the Olympic Games would 
have been in a couple of months,” 
Hoskin said.

“However, due to the 
postponement of the Olympics we 
will now continue to train until the 
new selection date in 2021.”

For a long time, key sporting 
events like the Olympic Games 
have been uncertain. 

“Now that we have some clarity 
around how this year will look 
for us in terms of training and 
competitions, we can create a 
new plan of attack with the end 
goal remaining the same — to 
represent New Zealand to the best 
of our ability at the 2021 Olympic 
Games and make our nation 
proud.”

TRAINING IN 
ISOLATION

ISOLATED TRAINING: Alicia Hoskin, a member of the New Zealand women’s high-performance 
squad for sprint kayaking, has set up a home gym to continue training for the 2021 Olympics 
while in isolation at her Auckland house. Picture supplied

TECHNIQUE, POWER: Alicia Hoskin on the water.
Picture by Jamie Troughton/Dscribe Media
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