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Courtesy it seems is the norm at 
Wilson Haulage. Logging truck drivers 
r enata (r eno) t awhai and Jerome r enata 
are the inaugural recipients of two special 
e astland Wood Council (e WC) awards 
for doing what they do well, and it is not 
the first time Jerome has been singled out.

It all started when local surgeon Ian 
Burton was out for a regular fitness ride on 
his bike. “I was near the top of Makorori 
Hill when a logging truck came up behind 
me,” he said. 

“He or she held back from overtaking 
me until I had cycled down the far side of 
the hill to Whales.”

He gave the driver a wave, and 
quickly realised there was a second truck 
immediately behind. Ian was so impressed 
with their courtesy that he wrote to Kim 
Holland, Chief e xecutive of the e astland 
Wood Council, who forwarded the letter 
to t he Gisborne Herald. Kim then pushed 
it out on Facebook to try to find the 
drivers.

It didn’t take long to identify r eno 
and Jerome, who Ian got to meet when 
the drivers were acknowledged for their 
efforts. Ian has spent plenty of time on the 
roads on a bike, so knows only too well 
the difference good and bad drivers make 
to his cycling. A keen cyclist and former 
competitor, he has done the Lake t aupo 
Cycle Challenge 15 times but these days 
he prefers shorter rides.

“t his was really good of them,” he said. 
“I see plenty of bad examples and this 
was a wonderful change.” He figures the 
gesture added about 75 seconds on to their 

time to the Port.
r eno and Jerome say that courtesy is the 

norm at their whānau-focused company. 
“t his is a Wilson’s thing,” r eno said, 

who has been driving trucks all his 
working life, “and it comes from the top”.

He’s talking about company owner r od 
Wilson. t hat is reiterated by Jerome, who 
has been driving for 12 years. “t his is a 
great job,” Jerome said. 

“I like the challenge that comes with 
it but we all have to share the road with 
others, so it’s better if we are all courteous.”

Both men say a driver is in anticipation 
mode all the time. 

“t hese are big vehicles and it takes a lot 
to slow them down,” Jerome said. “I am 
really grateful Ian took the time to write 
— it’s good for our industry.”

r od Wilson was also proud. A driver for 
35 years and owner of Wilson’s Haulage 
for the past 16, he said he knows his team 
is good, and is often approached by people 
to tell him that.

Kim said it was a lovely gesture by Ian 
to publicly thank the drivers. “I would love 
to do more like this to acknowledge our 
drivers,” she said. “It is challenging work 
in a tough environment and sometimes 
they undeservedly get a bad rap. t he two 
drivers received a certificate and Mt A 
vouchers from e WC, as well as Hunting 
and Fishing vouchers from Ngāti Porou 
Whānau Forestry, whose logs they were 
hauling.

“I am very proud of them,” said Kim. 
“t his was unsolicited feedback — it’s great 
to get.”

Courtesy 
the code for 
these truckers

Wilson Haulage’s courteous driver presentation — Ian Burton, Jerome Renata, 
Renata (Reno) Tawhai, Kim Holland, Rod Wilson.  Picture by Liam Clayton
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BECOME A
PROFESSIONAL
DRIVER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT DAVE PARDOE
� dave@drive35.co.nz �           021 960 551 �    www.eastlandwood.co.nz

32960-01

32656-01

For all 
fl eet servicing, 
general 
servicing, 
brake repairs, 
brake 
machining, 
trailer repairs 
and trailer-
building to 
your needs.

Come in and see us at 192 Ormond Road, Gisborne (behind BP Ormond Road)
or Phone 06 867 7843 • offi  ce@sutherlandautogas.co.nz



Gavin a bbot’s latest book ‘East 
Coast Stock Trucks and Truckers’ gives 
a comprehensive history of trucking 
in Gisborne and on the East Coast 
and includes Matawai, Hicks Bay and 
Wairoa in its pages.

Gavin, now 90 years old, has been 
mad about trucks since a young age 
and started collecting brochures and 
memorabilia about trucks in his early 
years.

His connection to Gisborne goes back 
to his truck driving years when he used 
to do the run from Opotiki to Gisborne 
which took six hours in the mid 1940s. 

“We always used to stop at 
Kaitaratahi Hotel and have a hot meal 
for two shillings and six pence,” he says.

“Back in those days we would bring 
posts and timber to Gisborne and 
then load up with fruit and veges from 
Corsons Market.”

He remembers a time when Gisborne 
was full of small Chinese market 
gardens before they were replaced by the 
larger growing operations. 

From 1948, Gavin always had a 
camera at hand. He has two rooms 
in his home totally dedicated to his 

collection of truck photos, manuals, 
leaflets and books. 

in 2003, Gavin printed the book 
‘The Direct Transport Story’ and in 
2014 ‘Urewera Trucks and Truckers’. 
This book was so well received that 
seven more books have been published 
capturing trucking history in the 
Central n orth island.                      

“in my early days i  enjoyed going to 
the Ureweras and would transport sawn 
timber from the mill at Minginui.”

One of his hobbies is restoring old 
trucks, including the first tilt-cab truck 
to be produced in the world in 1949. 

He has restored 30 trucks now but 
decided it was easier to pick up a book 
rather than a gearbox and turned his 
attention to writing and publishing.

His latest book is the eighth in the 
“Trucks and Truckers” series. i t covers 
the stock carriers, and tells the history of 
the East Coast Carriers. 

From the early horse and wagon days, 
most settlements had a carrier to move 
their goods and wool, a big item in 
those times. 
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Local history in Abbot’s latest book

MAN CAVE: Gavin Abbot with his books and truck memorabilia which combine a 
lifetime collection of trucking history in New Zealand. He is nationally recognised 
as the ‘go to’ person for New Zealand’s trucking history. A member of vintage truck 
associations in the UK, USA and Australia, Gavin has also been a member of the 
American Truck Historical Society for 35 years.                                Picture supplied
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Proudly supporting safe trucking in Tairāwhiti 
25436-01

www.aratuforests.co.nz

25292-01

Halbert Road, Makaraka, Gisborne
Phone (06) 867 3924
www: wtrans.co.nz

32864-0132864-01

Weatherell Transport is one of the leaders in chilled and frozen 
transport in New Zealand. As a 100% Kiwi-owned and operated 

transport provider, we strive to 
provide a fast, friendly service.



Driving for Farmers Transport in Gisborne are Danielle Carrington with her DAF and father Gaine 
Carrington with his Mack. Farmers Transport is part of the HW Richardson group of companies HWR. 
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Shi PS called to the 
settlements that had wharves and 
lighters would take goods from 
the wagon to the ship anchored 
in the harbour. Stock was also 
sent from the coast to meatworks 
in Auckland — much to the 
detriment of the local works.

The first trucks to arrive 
had solid tyres, and, over time, 
as the specifications improved 
and roading was also upgraded, 
the trucks’ range of operations 
increased. The small freezing 
works were closed and stock was 
carried longer distances.

“When you look at these 
photos of the early units and 
think of the 700h P four-deck 
stock-units passing by today, 
it can be seen how the road 
transport industry has progressed 
in our country,” he says in the 
introduction of East Coast Stock 
Trucks and Truckers.               .

Gavin Abbot has lived in 
Opotiki all of his life. in 1945 
he left school to become an 
apprentice motor mechanic in 
h orne’s Garage.

On weekends he worked for 
Ron Smith, a local carrier. After 
obtaining his trade certificate and 
his heavy traffic licence, he went 
to work for Ron Smith Limited 
full-time as a driver, later ending 
up as a partner and manager of 
the Opotiki branch of Direct 

Transport until he retired in 
1985. 

in 1958 he designed New 
Zealand’s first self-steering 
spaced two-axle log trailer 
with extended pole sliding in 
a box section on the front axle 
turntable section. This became 
the forerunner of today’s spaced 
axle trailers.

After retirement, Gavin 
devoted himself to restoring 
vintage trucks and collecting 
transport history and 
memorabilia. h e is pleased to 
share his lifetime collection of 
photos and information about 
East Coast stock trucks and 
truckers in this latest volume 
and would like to thank Graham 
Revell and Marty Greaves and 
families who lent photos for the 
book. 

The book gives a detailed 
history of the transport 
companies in Motu, Matawai, 
Te Karaka, Ngatapa, Te Araroa, 
Ruatoria, Tokomaru Bay, Tolaga 
Bay, Gisborne, Matawhero, 
Patutahi, Nuhaka, Frasertown, Te 
Reinga and Wairoa.

Last year Gavin was inducted 
into the New Zealand Road 
Transport h all of Fame. This 
acknowledged his contribution 
to the trucking industry over 
the years. h is daughter Glenys 
h ennessy says trucking has been 
his lifelong passion and has kept 
him fit and healthy.
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Universal Engineering 
is Gisborne’s heavy 
vehicle specialist

Certified repairer for:

 Load anchorages
 Drawbeams and drawbars
 Chassis modification
 Log bolster repairs
 General and heavy engineering

E N G I N E E R I N G  L I M I T E D

unieng.co.nz • 06 869 0153
32561-01



FROM THE ARCHIVES: Gavin Abbot’s latest book East Coast Stock Trucks and Truckers contains an extensive collection of photos including these ones. This photo from 
1939 shows driver Jack Newton and manager George Brocklebank with the International D246F No.31 carrying 53 bales of Paparatu wool.   

Pictures courtesy of Gavin Abbot from East Coast Stock Trucks and Truckers.
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GETTING locals into local trucking 
jobs, that is the goal of the Tairawhiti Road 
Transport Project.

Officially launched in October 2019 
and funded by the Provincial Growth 
Fund, the Tairāwhiti Road Transport 
Project’s (TRTP) purpose is to support up 
to 78 locals into employment within the 
Tairawhiti region by 2022 — specifically as 
licensed class 2, class 4 and class 5 drivers, 
across road freight, logistics, livestock, bulk 
haulage, forestry and agriculture industries.

To date, 43 participants have taken part 
in the programme, with 25 now in new 
employment, four newly licensed and 
seeking employment and 14 still within 
the programme, progressing their licences 
further.

The project is not only designed to get 
locals into good paying jobs, but jobs with 

clear career paths and room to progress, 
TRTP Programme Manager Dave Pardoe 
said.

 “Our focus is on the region as a whole. 
We’re making sure we’re equally as present 
on the Coast as in the city,” says Dave.

Earlier this year, TRTP hosted an 
introductory workshop at Tokomaru 
Bay with 12 participants. Five are now 
progressing into the trucking industry 
within the programme.

 The TRTP means business, aiming to 
have at least; 

• 35 participants licensed to drive a class 
2 vehicle 

• 20 participants with a class 2 licence, 
progressed to a class 4

• 15 participants with a class 4 licence, 
progressed to a class 5

TRTP will also provide cadetships and 

accelerated learning programmes.
 “We want to empower people already in 

the industry, as well as support rangatahi, 
or those wanting a change, into viable 
career options on home soil. Too often, 
youth feel they have to leave the region 
to be successful and that is not always the 
case.”

When participants enter the programme, 
they sit down for an interview with Dave 
to outline their personal goals. The TRTP 
team then work with training providers 
and employers to provide on-the-job 
training and support to make those goals a 
reality.

The team in question is made up of 
Dave, Project Manager Tui Babbington 
and Pastoral Care Lead Natasha Tuapawa.

A huge positive for the group has been 
the 50 percent rate of Maori participation, 

Mr Pardoe said.
 “When you create a programme for a 

local audience and you see that makeup 
accurately reflected in the course uptake, 
you know you are doing something 
worthwhile. We are also seeing a pretty 
even mix of men and women coming on 
board, which is fantastic for the industry 
overall.”

TRTP will be at the Poverty Bay A&P 
Show alongside the Eastland Wood 
Council and the Generation Programme.

“Come and learn about our programme 
and what we have to offer,” says Dave.

As it stands, there is a regional shortage 
of drivers across all classes. If you or 
someone you know would like to know 
more about the Tairāwhiti Road Transport 
Project, you can contact the team via: 
dave@drive35.co.nz

Designing a pathway for locals

Tairawhiti Road Transport. 
From left: Natasha Tuapawa, 
Tui Babbington and 
Dave Pardoe.
Picture by Rebecca Grunwell

32939-01

370 Bushmere Road, PO Box 1025, Gisborne 4040 
Phone 027 294 5727 or 021 285 778

A leader in bulk 
haulage, providing 

fast, friendly service 
throughout the Waikato 

and Gisborne area. 
100% kiwi-owned. 

Member of the Road 
Transport Association.

h a u l a g ea l l b u l k
l i m i t e d

CAMERON MECHANICAL LIMITED

Truck repair and trailer  
service specialists for the  

Gisborne and East Coast region.

SERVICE AND REPAIRS
We provide truck and  
trailer servicing and  

repairs. This includes 
warranty, COF and 

WOF repairs. Hydraulic 
hose fittings and repair. 
Engineering - gas, arc,  
mig or alloy welding.

PARTS
We supply parts  
for a variety of  

vehicles including 
Isuzu, Mercedes-Benz, 

Freightliner, Western Star, 
MAN, Cummins, Detroit, 

Eaton, Roadranger  
and Wabco.

CALL OUT
We run 2 fully  

equipped Mobile  
Service vehicles which 
enables us to attend 
breakdowns and get  
our customers back  

on the road as  
quickly as possible.

Camech, 129 Aerodrome Road, Gisborne    P: 06 867 9999    M: 027 4592 081 

BREAKDOWN SERVICE

www.camech.co.nz 25
40
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RICHIE (Buzz) Keefe has worked all 
over Aotearoa, but of all the professions 
and all the cities, he says there’s no place 
like home and no job like trucking.

Born and raised in Tairawhiti Gisborne, 
Richie’s first job was working on John 
and Penny Gorringe’s farm at Waerenga 
o Kuri, after leaving Gisborne Boys’ High 
School when Cyclone Bola hit in 1988. 
Fast forward to 1993, he set a course for 
the ‘big smoke’, where he sat his class 4 
licence. Since then, he’s worked all over 
the country from Auckland to Levin, 
in general freight, waste management, 
security, as a cook and even for the 
department of corrections, but something 
always pulled him back behind the wheel.

“I always flicked back to driving trucks 
because you could always find work and 
the job security’s good — plus I love it.”

Richie whakapapa’s to Ruapuni, with 
whanau ties to Tairawhiti through his 
mother. Come 2019, nearly three decades 
after he left, he was ready to come home.

“I wanted to settle and be back in my 
hometown to watch the sun rise and set.”

Not long after moving back, Richie met 
David Pardoe, Programme Manager for 

the Tairawhiti Road Transport Project 
(TRTP).

“I’d been sitting on my class 4 licence 
for more than 20 years,” says Richie.

“I met with Dave and through the 
interview process, he identified what I 
needed to do to move forward.”

Richie went on to sit his class 5 with 
McInnes Driver Training Gisborne, via 
TRTP earlier this year. The test is no joke. 
It involves truck and trailer driving with 
a road-ranger gearbox, over the likes of 
Gentle Annie.

“It’s a difficult gear box to master, but 
once you do you know you’re a good 
driver, because that’s what helps you get 
up and down the Tairawhiti ranges,” says 
Richie.

“I wanted to do the work but I lacked 
the confidence to go for my class 5. The 
Tairawhiti Road Transport Project course 
helped me achieve that. The process was 
efficient and simple. I really enjoyed it.”

He’s now employed by Bruce 
Mackintosh Transport and says it’s good 
to be back in the driver’s seat, especially 
with his class 5 licence.

“The trucking industry is in a really 

All 
roads 
lead to 
home
Tairawhiti Road Transport’s 
Richie Keefe. 
Picture by Rebecca Grunwell

positive place. I’ve been in it for a long 
time and I’ve seen lots of changes. The 
attitude of drivers has changed and there’s 
good health and safety now. It’s great to 
see more female drivers in the industry 
too.

“My advice would be for the young ones 
to start now — get your licences while 
you’re young.”

Richie says, TRTP is a good route to 
take, if you’re looking for awhi along the 
way.

“I had the right attitude but what I 
needed was that little bit of help to get 
me over the line. It’s been life changing 
to be honest. You feel like you’ve got a 
career now — it gives a sense of pride and 
purpose.”
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Experts in Bulk Cartage 
and Earthworks

Phone 06 862 7778 
Mobile 0274 438 482
offi  ce@decosta.co.nz

BULK CARTAGE
• Metal – Forestry/Roading
• Maize
• Fertiliser 
• Fruit/Oranges/Apples 
• Squash

EARTHWORKS
• Digger
• Dump Trucks
• Off -road Tractor 

and Tip Trailer
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AND 
PLEASE 

TAKE CARE
when passing 
through our 
work sites

SLOWDOWN PLEASE 
TAKE CARE
when passing 
through our 
work sites

DOWNDOWN

We support heavy vehicle movement
within the Tairawhiti region

187 Awapuni Road Gisborne
Phone 06 869 1933 • www.downer.co.nz 

32942-01
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Becoming  redundant in 2018 set 
Aaron n ia n ia off on a new journey into 
a career he has always wanted. 

He is one of three former ei T 
Tairawhiti students now with a full-time 
job driving trucks for Aitkens c oncrete. 

Aitkens plant manager Stephanie 
m cc lutchie said the students come out of 
the c ommercial Road Transport Driving 
c ourse with the necessary qualifications 
and a small number of driving hours, but 
still need training.  

“i  choose the students who have the 
right attitude, resilience and ability to 
adapt and overcome obstacles,” she said. 

Aaron was one of the redundancies 
from g isborne’s Jn L mill when it 
downsized in 2018 and he said this event 
gave him the opportunity to look into a 
new career. 

“i  have always wanted to drive trucks 
but when i  was working full-time, i  didn’t 
have the time to study. 

“i  really like travelling and truck driving 
lets me see the country and means i  can 
get work anywhere.” 

After leaving Jn L, he went to Perth 
and worked there for a while. But health 
issues meant he had to return to g isborne 
and he picked up two part-time labouring 
jobs.  

Then in August last year, with his 
health back on track, he decided to take 
up the ei T Tairawhiti c ommercial Road 
Transport Driving course.  

He passed all his necessary heavy trade 
licences and was pleased to get casual 
work with a local transporting business.  

“ei T was everything i  expected 
and they helped me find work as well. 
Although qualified, i  needed to get actual 
driving experience.” 

From there he has since landed full-
time work with Aitkens c oncrete and 
loves it. 

“There are a lot of challenges and i  am 
learning a lot.” 

For more information about the 
c ommercial Road Transport Driving 
courses, go to the ei T Tairawhiti website 
or call into the main office on Palmerston 
Road. 

HAPPY IN HIS WORK: Former EIT Tairawhiti student Aaron Nia Nia said 
becoming redundant in 2018 gave him the opportunity to learn new skills and start 
a career truck driving. He is pictured at work at Aitkens Concrete.  Picture supplied

A push in the 
right direction

SUPPORTING  
GISBORNE TRUCKING 
FOR THE LONG HAULFOR THE LONG HAUL
From logging and forestry to servicing the port of Gisborne, whether 
you’re an owner driver or a fleet owner, we’re ready and waiting  
with hassle-free finance to help with your transport needs.

udc.co.nz/truck
TALK TO YOUR LOCAL SPECIALIST TODAY
Steve Gittings | 027 245 9748
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