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A BEAUT RED UTE
But get in fast if you want a manual
by John Jones

Mitsubishi accessories absolutely
free.
MITSBUBISHI is always
And just a reminder for
moving forward and one of its
potential buyers . . . what you will
latest developments is giving
be getting is a hard-as nails-ute
buyers a real opportunity . . . as
that could pull a large tree out by
long as they like the colour red.
the roots.
While Mitsubishi is normally
OK, that’s perhaps a slight
at the front of the pack, in this
exaggeration, but the powerful
case it has decided to follow
turbo diesel engine in the
other major ute manufacturers
GLX-R puts out 135kW of
and discontinue making a manual power and a highly usable
ute.
437Nm of torque at 2500rpm,
The good news is there are still and has a 3.5-tonne braked
a few manuals in stock, so if you
towing capacity while still
are a manual lover, then you still
recording first rate economy
have time to buy a manual Triton figures of 7.9 to 8.6 litres per
GLX-R 4WD double cab ute at 100km.
a competitive price.
Mitsubishi says the Triton’s
Once existing stock is gone
four-wheel drive system is the
there will be no more.
best it has built, and owes a lot
The other great news
for this to world-beating drives in
for buyers (not so great for
the Dakar Rally.
Mitsubishi) is that they have
A big selling point for the
over-ordered red utes and Watts
Triton is its ability to switch to
Motors has been able to secure a 4WD mode at speeds of up to
deal to give buyers of red GLX-R 100kmh.
4WD double cab utes (manual
All the Tritons, as do the
or automatic) $3000 of genuine
the rest of the Mitsubishi fleet,

have a 10/5-year Diamond
Advantage Warranty, with its
10-year/160,000km powertrain
warranty, a five-year/130,000km
new vehicle warranty and five
years premium road assist.
The Triton delivers on comfort
in its well-sprung supportive
front bucket seats. The drive has
fingertip control of the audio
system, cruise control and handsfree Bluetooth, and caters for
Apple CarPLay and Android
Auto.
The GLX-R has a five-star
ANCAP (Australasian New Car
Assessment Programme) safety
rating and its trailer coupling has
stability assist.
So what’s not to like about this
ute.?
Henry Ford did all right with
the colour black but let’s face it,
it’s not as striking as red.

VRX
MODEL
SHOWN
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Apple set to launch carkey app
Ability to ‘send’ vehicle access through your phone

Safety
stressed
as Uber
rolls out
e-bikes
FOLLOWING hot on the tail of Uber’s
e-scooter launch in Auckland in January, the
company is rolling out 655 e-bikes.
The JUMP e-bikes were previewed at
an event last month, with Auckland Mayor
Phil Goff and Auckland Central MP Nikki
Kaye in tow.
They are now available through the Uber
app.
JUMP Australia-NZ head Henry
Greenacre said getting a licence to operate
from Auckland Council was a rigorous
process.
“What we really, really need to ensure
with these bikes is that people look after
them, people ride them responsibly, treat
them safely and park responsibly, and that’s
what we’ll be concentrating on doing over
the next six or so months,” he said.
The e-bikes will cost $1 to unlock and 38
cents per minute.
Goff said the council would be keeping a
close eye on the safety performance of the
e-bikes, but he preferred them to e-scooters.
In November, embattled e-scooter
company Lime was forced to leave
Auckland after its licence to operate was
not renewed amid safety concerns.
Uber, which is also a major investor in
Lime, bought Jump in 2018.

lot easier thanks to the ability to "send"
keys through the message app.
Using the same technology as Apple Pay,
which removes the need for a traditional
wallet, the software company is about to
replace that manky old key ring with the
CarKey lives in the Wallet app.
Obviously, this ability is exclusive to
NFC-compatible cars, so your old Corolla
won't be able to make use of this tech, but
the BMW should.
Available in the upcoming iOS 13.4
update, the keys will be able to be shared
with people in individual conversations, but

won't be available in group chats due to
security reasons.
Owners will also be able to grant others
temporary access to their vehicle, and
revoke it when finished. This would be
useful for a valet driver or a mechanic.
Permanent access is also an option.
It will take a while for this technology
to catch on in the wider car market, as
manufacturers will have to install NFC
readers from the factory.
As mentioned, this feature is rumoured
for launch alongside iOS 13.4, which is set
for a March 31 release.

RED HOT
SALE!

Get up to $3000 of genuine and approved
Mitsubishi accessories of your choice*
GLX-R 4X4
6 speed manual, RRP $53,990
with no accessories

Now $39,990 +$550 ORC

with $3000 free accessories

GLX-R 2WD
6 speed manual, RRP $47,120

Now $33,990 +$550 ORC

with $1000 free accessories
Options
available:
*Applies to
P63 inferno red utes only.

Custom Mats

Roll Top Lid
Weathershields

Soft Tonneau

Bonnet Protector
Defender
Hard Lid

Deck liner

Seat
Covers
Snorkel

Sports Bar Polished

Tow
Bar
Sports
Bar Black

Watts Motors Ltd
132 Childers Road, Gisborne
Phone 867 4749 - Brian 021 222 0292 or Lance 021 222 4199
www.wattsmotors.co.nz
*Prices listed are for Triton 2WD GLX-R double cab manual and Triton 4WD GLX-R double cab manual. Prices include On Road Costs of $550
which includes WoF, registration, 1000km road user charges and a full tank of fuel. Visit mmnz.co.nz for full Diamond Advantage terms & conditions.

10year/ 160,000k
m Powe
rtrainWarran
ty(whichever
come
first) (nontransferable
). 5year/ 130,000km
NewVehic
le
Warran
ty(whicheve
r come
s first) (nontransferable
).

31386-02

CAR keys have come a long way from
the times you could open almost any
vehicle on the street with a fork with two
prongs bent back.
Access to vehicles have evolved past the
need for a physical key to NFC-compatible
keys installed in your phone or a card.
One Tesla owner wanted to be able to
unlock her Model 3 without any of this at
all, so had the chip surgically embedded in
her arm.
If you're like the majority of the people,
and are content with simply using a phone,
Apple is about to make car-sharing a whole
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All shook up
during ride in
’42 Ford
truck
Finance
•

MTF
152 Ormond Road .................. 868 8490

Motorcycles
•

Gisborne Honda
368 Gladstone Road ............... 868 9109

Panel Beaters
•
•

Allan Kellett Panel & Paint
72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Illustration and story by Doug Curtis

Parts Department
•
•

Eastland Toyota
62 Carnarvon Street................ 867 9444
Enterprise Auto One
329 Gladstone Road .............. 867 8368
Gisborne Motors
Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Spray Painters
•
•

Allan Kellett Panel & Paint
72 Disraeli Street .................... 867 8088
Gisborne Motors Panel and Paint
Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759

Tyre Dealers
•

Goodyear Tyres
125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938

Vehicle Servicing
•
•
•
•
•

Eastland Toyota
62 Carnarvon Street................ 867 9444
Enterprise Commercial Centre
310 Gladstone Road ............... 868 4581
Enterprise Service Centre
342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368
Gisborne Motors
Mid City - Grey Street.............. 867 6759
Goodyear Tyres
125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938

Wheel Alignments
•

Goodyear Tyres
125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938

WOF
•
•
•

11773-01

•

Eastland Toyota
62 Carnarvon Street................ 867 9444
Enterprise Service Centre
342 Palmerston Road ............. 867 8368
Gisborne Motors
Mid City, Grey Street ............... 867 6759
Goodyear Tyres
125 Grey Street ...................... 868 1938

FOR MORE INFO OR BOOKINGS
CONTACT: Andy Searle
Phone 869 0616 • Email:
andy.searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Leave message, name & phone no. and I will contact you.

who had just replaced the kingpins and
steering joints and reset the front springs.
Frank had been told the steering had a
major fault. He drove out via Bright Street
and we crossed the Peel Street Bridge.
All was fine.
When we got to Roebuck Road he said
there was nothing wrong with the steering
Saturday, March 7
and decided to head back to the workshop.
Eastland Group Raceway
Traffic officer Jim Boyle was standing
NZ Sidecars Champs
near a corrugated piece of road seal by the
Botanical Gardens so Frank slowed down.
Qualifying 1.30pm, Finals 6pm
He knew Jim, as they shared huts in
the
transit camp in the old air force camp
Surfcity Rod and Custom Club
which is now where Rugby Park is located.
Surfcity chill and grill
As we were about to pass the traffic
Last Friday of each month at Carl’s
officer all hell broke out.
Jr from 6pm. All special interest
The cab of the Ford shook like you
vehicles welcome.
would not believe and the front road
wheels were shaking like nothing I had felt
Gas Guzzlers Breakfast
before.
First Sunday of each month
Jim put up his hand and Frank stopped.
Jim said: “What the hell are you doing
Behind the Courthouse,
Frank?”
8am-11am. Rick 027 490 1373
When Frank and I recovered from our
Auto
Centrelaughter,
AutoService
Service Centre
we told the officer about the
East Coast Museum
Specialising
in mags,
tyres and
Specialising
in mags,
steering fault that had occurred.
of Technology
servicing
all vehicle
He muttered something rude so we
tyres and of
servicing
of
Open Sun-Fri 10am-4pm,
carefully drove back to the workshop.
WOFs
and
Mechanical
Repairs.
Sat 1pm-4pm Main Rd, Makaraka
all vehicle WOFs and
Agents for Cooper Tyres By setting up the front spring and not
Mechanical Repairs.
doing the rear ones, the truck steering had
Gis. American Car Club
Agents for solar panels.
too much castor angle.
Various Events
Reduce power costs.
Most people who have pushed a
Authorised
Cooper Dealer
Colin 868 1454; Rick 027 490 1373 Go Solar.
Go Green.
shopping trolley have experienced castor
wobble. That was the truck’s problem.
Tairawhiti Aviation Museum
If you would like to own this mighty
Open Tuesday 9am-4pm and
Ford, you will need to find $25,000.
Sunday 9am-4pm Gisborne Airport
These 1942 trucks were made for the
North African campaign in World War 2
Ulysses Motorcycle Club
and were fitted with a sliding roof panel,
Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003
Monthly meeting held on the first
so a soldier could stand on the seat and
Tyres
Worth
Owning
Fax 06 868
1910
• gistyres@xtra.co.nz
observe.
Wednesday of the month.
Frank Colebourne was a motor mechanic
7.30pm at the Bushmere Arms
in the British Army’s Long Range Desert
Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003
Group.
Fax
06
868
1910
•
gistyres@xtra.co.nz
He was a great guy and a great mate.
31388-01

ACtIoN
Auto
ArouNd towN

I ReCeNTLy came across this
on Trade Me and was reminded of
an incident when I was working at
Ormond’s Motors in Peel Street
Gisborne in about 1951.
I had been put in charge of the
recent in-floor wheel alignment Bean
equipment.
It was pretty “Flash Harry’’ gear in
those days so I was kept busy doing
vehicle wheel alignment for the district,
including some taxis from Wairoa.
Frank Colebourne was my boss. He
ran the car workshop.
He came to me and said: “Come for a
ride Doug” and led the way out into the
yard from Bright Street.
We climbed into a Ford like my
drawing and now owned by Monk Bros,

Auto Service Centre

Specialising in mags, tyres and
servicing of all vehicle
WOFs and Mechanical Repairs.
Agents for Cooper Tyres
Agents for solar panels.
Reduce power costs.
Go Solar. Go Green.
20518-01

•

125 Grey St, Gisborne

Ph 06 868 1938 • Mob 027 451 7003
Fax 06 868 1910 • gistyres@xtra.co.nz
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Dubai’s crime-fighting
machine: Beast Patrol

Sharing a ride
tonight?...Don’t
let the bed
bugs bite
WHILe ride-sharing services such as
Uber and Ola may have revolutionised the
way people get around, like most things
in life, not everything is all sunshine and
rainbows.
you may have had your suspicions about
the cleanliness of the vehicles that are
used but one exterminator in the United
States has revealed a horrifying statistic
that may put you off the convenient
services.
It turns out bedbugs are more common
in these vehicles that it might seem,
and these tiny stowaways are almost
single-handedly funding Don Brooks'
extermination business.
As the ride-sharing business has
expanded in Dallas-Fort Worth, so has
the population of bedbugs in the vehicles,
leaving Brooks and his Doffdon Pest
Control business with a lot of work.
In a recent TV interview, he explained
how Uber and Lyft had become regular
clients:
"I probably do five to 10 ride-share cars
per week," he said.
"Drivers either see bed bugs, someone
complained, or they were suspicious of a

customer and just want to make sure."
He said the cars become infected after a
bedbug crawls off a person while they are
riding in the vehicle.
This means anyone could be both
transferring bugs and/or picking them up
during the rides.
When it comes to getting rid of the
pesky things, a tenting method works the
best, and sets the owner back US$250.
This "hot box" method involves
bringing the car up to a temperature
higher than the bugs' threshold —
between 47 and 49 degrees.
If you think that you have been exposed
to the nasty bugs in any scenario, Brooks
offered some advice:
"If you feel suspicious, just throw your
clothes in the dryer for 50 minutes on
high heat.
“Then it's best to hop in the shower."

DUBAI’S police force is known for its
insane collection of supercars.
But the department’s latest addition adds
some tough guy looks to the european
prima donnas.
Dubbed the Beast Patrol, the rugged SUV
is the work of Dubai-based W Motors.
The maker has been responsible for other
small-run hypercars such as the Lykan
Hypersports, which featured in the Fast
and the Furious 7 movie, and the Fenyr
Supersport. Both vehicles had insane
performance equally matched by a headspinning price of $5.15m and $2.12m.
The company’s boss Ralph Debbas told
CNN the company was planning to build
2000 of the tough SUVs for deployment
in Dubai and surrounding areas and the

vehicle was the product of several years of
collaboration with the Dubai police.
“We have been working with police for
two years to make sure their demands can
all be embedded into one vehicle,” said
Debbas. “This is no longer a car, it is a tool.”
The Beast Patrol will have cutting edge
technology with facial and licence plate
recognition cameras, integrated drones,
bespoke weapons holders and driver
behaviour cameras, according to CNN.
The vehicle will also be bulletproof and
have up to 10 screens inside and seating for
four officers.
It will look somewhat out of place among
a Dubai police car line-up that includes an
$800,000 Lamborghini Aventador and a
$600,000 Ferrari FF.

10 0 TH B I R T H D AY

C E L E B RAT I O N
DEALS

Price includes standard galvanised deck

$34,290 + GST & ORC*
ACROSS OUR SUV RANGE FOR A LIMITED TIME

1/3 + 1/3 + 1/3
3 YEARS SCHEDULED SERVICING | 5 YEAR WARRANTY

$34,490 + GST & ORC*

$35,290 + GST & ORC*

With
three easy payments and 0% interest, there’s never been a better time to own an award-winning Mazda SUV.
With three easy payments and 0% interest, there’s never been a better time to own
an award-winning Mazda SUV.

For a limited time, drive away in a new CX-3, CX-5, CX-8 or CX-9 by paying 1/3 of the Recommended Retail Price up front
For a limited
time,On-Road
drive away inCosts,
a new CX-3,
CX-5, CX-8Establishment
or CX-9 by paying Fee
1/3 and the cost of any accessories fitted. The balance is then paid in
together
with
the $360.35
of the Recommended Retail Price up front together with On-Road Costs, the
two
annual payments, interest free.
$360.35 Establishment Fee and the cost of any accessories itted. The balance is

Upgrades – $2000 for automatic or $1800 for a razorback deck + GST

or sales concluded on/before 31st March 2020. For full terms and conditions visit mazda.co.nz

Watts Motors

Watts Motors
132 Childers Road
06
867867
4749 /4749
Brian 021
222 0292021
/ Lance
0210292
222 4199
06
/ Brian
222
/ Lance 021 222 4199
www.wattsmotors.co.nz
www.wattsmotors.co.nz
132 Childers Road

GISBORNE MOTORS LTD
10 year / 160,000km Powertrain Warranty (whichever comes
first) (non transferable). 5 year / 130,000km New Vehicle
Warranty (whichever comes first) (non transferable).

Dealer
Dealer
Dealer
Dealer

details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details
details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details
details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details
details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details Dealer details

MID CITY, GREY STREET, GISBORNE PHONE 867 6759
www.gisbornemotors.co.nz

29686-18

30836-01

then paid in two annual payments, interest free.

*This Mazda Finance offer is based on Recommended Retail Pricing effective 1st January 2020, and valid for sales concluded on/before 31st March 2020.
For
full terms and conditions visit mazda.co.nz
*This Mazda Finance ofer is based on Recommended Retail Pricing efective 1st January 2020; and valid f
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SATURDAY,
MARCH 7

Stubbs Contractors NZ Sidecar Champs
The afternoon of
qualifying is free to the
public. Gates open at
12 noon. Racing is from
1.30pm to 4pm.
Gates open for the ﬁnals
at 4.30pm.
Racing starts at 6pm.

Family $50, Adult $20,
Child $8, Gold Card $10
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Nitro funny cars thrill fans
Drag racing ‘well and truly alive’ in New Zealand
final between Rick Gauci driving Nitro
express — which has been the most
successful combination in the series –
and series manager and also former New
Zealand Top Alcohol champ Morice
McMillin at the wheel of One Bad Kiwi.
McMillin clocked the quickest elapsed
time, top speed and took the Meremere
victory in his Pontiac Transam.
Gauci posted a 5.674secs run in the
first round but smoked the tyres to win
a round two pedal-fest against Brandon
Gosbell in King Kong.
McMillin’s 5.619s second round was
the low eT of the meet and in the final
he delivered a strong 5.661s run and top
speed of the day at 419.18kmh to secure
his first AONFC victory.
Another star of the event was emma
Begley in the Let’s Boogie Ford Mustang.
The nursing student made it into the
third-place match-up against Paul
Messineo, having earlier taken a holeshot second round win over her father
Anthony.
In the closest race of the third round
Messineo was just three-thousandths
quicker down the track to edge Begley for
the podium spot.
Begley’s 5.795s run was the quickest eT
by a female racer on a New Zealand track,
surpassing the 5.896s set by Tauranga’s
Karen Hay in a twin-turbo, rear-engine
dragster just a week earlier at Masterton.
McMillin said the Meremere event was
a success on two levels.

"Personally it was a fairy tale to take the
first win on home soil, said McMillin.
"And to have this many people turn
up on a rainy day is pretty awesome. It
shows a lot of support for what we tried to
achieve over here and I think we put on a
good show for the crowd.”
Vintage gassers entertained the crowd
with wheelstanding launches.
"The New Zealand fans were so
supportive. It shows drag racing is well
and truly alive in this country and there
are high-calibre cars here.

"We’re proud to show what we do and
we thank the people who came to make
the event. Without them it’s just a drag
race."
The Australian series was supported by
some strong performances by local teams
ahead of the 52nd New Zealand Nationals
at Meremere this weekend.
The second fixture of Aeroflow Series
New Zealand tour is at Masterton
Motorplex on March 22 in conjunction
with the final round of the New Zealand
Drag Racing Series.

Chelsea Leahy puts her Nitro Sheriff on its rear wheels for a quarter-mile
wheelstand run. Picture by Colin Smith

30214-09

THe spectacle of 4000-horsepower cars
accelerating to beyond 400kmh in just 400
metres wasn’t the only highlight of the
Aeroflow Outlaw Nitro Funny Car meet
at Meremere Dragway.
There was also confirmation that
motorsport events catering to families and
allowing close-up access to the stars and
spectacular cars can attract a strong fan
turnout.
The full stands and fans on their feet
when the nitro cars were running couldn’t
be a more marked contrast to other racing
series that keep garage doors closed and
reserve the fan interaction for a few VIP
guests.
A big crowd rolled into Meremere for
the rain-delayed Kiwi debut of the funny
car series created by Aussie drag racing
legend Graeme Cowin.
eight cars were shipped from Australia,
with Invercargill racer Karl Boniface also
joining the field in his Castrol-backed
Nitro Flashback Chev Vega.
It was worth the wait. After filling the
pits for the pre-race “Pit Party,” the cars
took the track with the first pair of Josh
Leahy (Bandit) and Anthony Begley (LA
Hooker) running side-by-side 5.72s passes
at just a tick above 400kmh.
you could tell from the crowd reaction
that many in attendance were nitro racing
virgins. During the day the nitro cars ran
14 passes in the 5secs range and 10 at
more than 400kmh.
The first two rounds of racing set up a

ENTERPRISE MOTOR GROUP 323 Gladstone Road • Ph 867 8368 • a/h Steven Shields • 027 483 9666
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%
INTEREST

1

P.A.

ACROSS TH E E NTI R E H O LD E N R AN G E
Equinox Black Edition

7-SEAT SUV

• Dual-panel
panoramic
sunroof
• Black 19” alloy
wheels
• Black grille

7-SEAT SUV

Trailblazer LTZ

• 20” alloy wheels
• Adaptive Cruise
Control
• Dual-panel
sunroof

FEATURE PACKED

• 3 Tonne Towing
Capacity
• Trailer Sway
Control
• 8” touch-screen
with integrated
Sat Nav

ZIPPY PERFORMANCE

Spark LT

Acadia LTZ-V

Colorado LTZ
• 3.5 Tonne
Towing Capacity
• 2.8L Duramax
Diesel Engine
• 18” alloy wheels

TURBO POWERED

• Zippy 1.4L engine
• Rear Park Assist
• Apple CarPlay &
Android Auto

Trax LTZ
• 1.4L turbo engine
• Heated front
seats
• Blind Spot Alert

Holden Financial Services provided by Heartland Bank. Lending criteria, T&Cs apply, including
a $262 establishment fee and a $10.35 PPSR fee. Fixed interest rate of 1% p.a. applies, with a
deposit of 10% of the RRP over a maximum term of 36 months.
Ofer not available in conjunction with any other ofer. Ofer available until 30.04.2020 at
participating Holden Dealers while stocks last. Free scheduled service 3 years/100,000kms
(whichever occurs irst) for all Holden vehicles sold new in New Zealand by a Holden Dealer.
Ofer excludes ORC. See Holden.co.nz for details.

ENTERPRISE MOTOR GROUP 323 Gladstone Road • Ph 867 8368 • a/h Steven Shields • 027 483 9666
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BOLD &
STYLISH

