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A MIRACLE
OF BIBLICAL
PROPORTIONS
PRECIOUS: Free Church of Tonga priest Tevita
Latavao, wife Faaki Latavao and their daughters
Manatu Latavao, 6, and Fineula Latavao, 7, who is
holding one of two Bibles that survived a church fire
last month. The remains of the 97-year old church
can be seen behind them.
Picture by Rebecca Grunwell, inset is Herald file picture

by Sophie Rishworth
THE discovery of two bibles still intact
among the ruins of a church destroyed by
fire has been described as “a miracle”.
At around 12.30pm on Thursday, February
13, fire broke out in the old Presbyterian
Church on Rutene Road.
For 10 years it was a place of worship for
the Free Church of Tonga members.
The 97-year-old wooden church was
destroyed by the fire which was caused by
an electrical fault.
It took fire crews an hour to bring the
blaze under control and another two hours
to put it completely out and dampen down
the remains.
Faaki Latavao, the wife of Tongan priest

Tevita Latavao, said church members
later checked the ruins to see if there was
anything left.
Among the debris they found two bibles.
“All pages are still there, they are not
even water-damaged,” said Mrs Latavao.
“It is a miracle.”
The two bibles, written in Tongan, were
kept on a table in the main hall of the
church, which was against the wall of the
kitchen where the fire started.
“But the table burned, so they were found
on the ground. Everything else in there was
destroyed.
“The fire trucks used so much water and
the bibles are still clean.
“We have kept them as a souvenir,” she
said. “They are precious.”

FEELING THE STRAIN
• SLOWDOWN HITTING CITY BUSINESSES
• RAFT OF MAJOR EVENTS POSTPONED/CANCELLED

by Matai O’Connor
SOME Gisborne businesses have had mass
cancellations, many have noticed quieter streets and
people have been panic buying personal hygiene
products because of the coronavirus (Covid-19).
One business has changed its operating
hours because of the number of cancelled hair
appointments. Another has put children into selfisolation as a precaution.
Business owners have noticed issues with
their suppliers. A local florist cannot get rainbow
chrysanthemums because they come from China.
Some businesses have not noticed any direct effects
of coronavirus (covid-19) yet but are keeping up good
hygiene practices.
CK & Co hair salon owner Caroline Kingi noticed
the effects as soon as the forestry industry was
impacted.

• VISITOR RESTRICTIONS AT RETIREMENT VILLAGES
• SWAB CENTRES SET UP THROUGHOUT DISTRICT
PAGES 2-3, 6-8, 10, 12, 21-22

“A huge portion of our clientele are either in the
forestry industry themselves or have partners in
the forestry. We’ve had clients cancel appointments
as they were in self-quarantine. We’ve also had
clients cancelling or putting appointments on hold as
many were unsure how their job or income would be
affected in the coming weeks.
“Since the announcement of the new travel
restrictions four wedding parties have postponed as
they live overseas.”
She has managed to deal with it by changing
opening days and hours.
“Our previous hours were Monday to Friday from
9am till 8.30pm and on Saturday 9am till 1pm. Now
we are open Tuesday to Thursday 9am till 8.30pm
and alternate Saturdays.”
She said her staff had been affected.
“Some have been a bit shocked with the drop in
their KiwiSaver and scared because of the virus. Its

effects are out of
our control.”
Going forward,
she hopes the
Government is going to help in some way. Our region
and economy are being hit hard as we’ve already
experienced with the forestry industry. I feel for the
whanau who are affected.
“Now is the time we should be supporting one
another where we can,” Ms Kingi said.
The Beauty Depot owner Juana Vincent said they
had had more cancellations than ever before.
“After the first week of Covid-19 impacting forestry
we did notice a lot of cancellations. When you cancel
there’s a two-week wait time for another date but at
the moment that two-week wait time isn’t happening
because of the cancellations.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Public information drop-in sessions
10, 17, 24, 31 March from 5:30pm
HB Williams Memorial Library
www.gdc.govt.nz/civil-defence
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BUDDING ENGINEERS

GO HEAD TO HEAD
St Joseph’s, Mahia schools win EPro8 Challenge finals
by Sophie Rishworth
A TIE-BREAKER was needed to decide
the Gisborne-Wairoa Year 5 and 6 grand final
of the EPro8 Challenge held at the Ilminster
Intermediate hall.
The team of Sophie Vennell, Harriet Martin,
Max Eaglesome and Mackenzie Hume from
Wairoa’s St Joseph’s School were the overall
winners.
Te Mahia School won the Year 7 and 8
grand final the day before. Their winning
team were Toby Heath, Manaia Kereru,
Kaedyn Lange and Jayden Johnson.
St Joseph’s finished tied with Frasertown
School, so the teams went head-to-head in a
tiebreaker challenge to build the tallest freestanding structure in six minutes.
They were given only a minute to discuss
their strategies. The audience then counted
down from 10 and the teams got to work.
St Joseph’s structure rose from a square
base, something they had discussed at the
start, said team member Harriet.
Unfortunately, the Frasertown structure
did not stand up although EPro8 Challenge
judge Steve Aiken said their tripod base was
a good idea.
A Makaraka School team were third.
Mahia School’s winning team went one
better than last year’s challenge. They took
on two challenges — “pimp your curtains”

and “pimp your toaster”.
“With about 10 minutes to go, I saw we
had 100 more points than the next team and
that it was enough points for us to win,” said
Toby. “It was cool to get our awards and hold
the trophy.”
EPro8 goes to schools around the country.
Its aim is to encourage students to
compete in a series of engineering
challenges requiring communication skills,
quick thinking and arriving at decisions as a
group.
It was brought to Gisborne for the second
time this year thanks to Eastland Group,
who sponsored the cost of travel for around
10 large engineering stations that travel the
country.
The Gisborne-Wairoa events featured 112
students from nine schools.
Mr Aiken told the students he wanted them
to leave this year’s event with a sense of how
things were built.
“Even that door handle you touch — an
engineer has helped build that.”
He also encouraged students who had
enjoyed the challenges to think about
engineering as a career.
Mr Aiken referred to an Eastland Group
scholarship, which provides $5000 every year
to several engineering students who go on to
study the subject at tertiary level.
“If you like your work, it’s a different life.”

ENGINEER COMPETITION WINNERS: In the Year 5 and 6 finals for the EPro8
Engineering Challenge are winners from St Joseph’s School in Wairoa. They are,
front left, Sophie Vennell, 9 and Harriet Martin, 10, and back left, Max Eaglesome, 9,
and Mackenzie Hume, 9. Picture by Rebecca Grunwell

Virus pushes stop, pause button on events
CORONAVIRUS

PANDEMIC
A HOST of planned events around
Tairawhiti have been canned, postponed
or stripped down, after the Government
announced new guidelines around mass
gatherings in the wake of the coronavirus
outbreak.
Prime Minister Jacinda Arden last
night said mass gatherings of 500 or more
cannot go ahead.
That prompted a flurry of event
cancellations.
But Menopause The Musical, scheduled
for Thursday at the War Memorial
Theatre will go ahead. Organisers said
on Facebook they would keep audience
numbers to less than 500 to get around
the mass gathering rule.
Events cancelled include The Ruatoria

CHANGES look likely for the opening round
of Poverty Bay club rugby as administrators
grapple with restrictions on mass gatherings in a
bid to contain the coronavirus pandemic.
Tiny White Day — the first round of Poverty
Bay club rugby matches — has traditionally
grouped games at a single venue, attracting
crowds exceeding 500 people.
Waikohu Sports Club was to host this year’s
games on March 28 but the likely crowd figure
puts the event in jeopardy.
Poverty Bay Rugby Football Union chief
executive Josh Willoughby said the union and

Waikohu club were working together to explore
options including ticketing the event and taking
the games to different venues.
“We will wait for more guidance over the
coming days before making a decision.”
Willoughby said the union was taking advice
from the Government, Ministry of Health and New
Zealand Rugby.
Ticketing Tiny White Day could allow the
organisers to control crowd numbers.
However, it might still be difficult to track who
was in attendance if someone there were to test
positive for Covid-19.

“All options are being considered but
community health is our priority and is bigger
than the game,” Willoughby said.
“The situation is moving very quickly. We will
try to provide as much clarity as quickly as we
are able.”
The Gisborne Herald understands netball
officials will meet tonight to discuss how to
handle the netball season. Grading is due to start
this Saturday at Victoria Domain.
The Trust Tairawhiti Rescue Helicopter
fundriasing golf tournament at the Poverty Bay
course on Friday has been postponed.

Fly-in on March 21 and the Gisborne City
Centre Vibrancy’s Chomp, Stop, Street
Food Festival on April 12.
Operatunity’s Glenn Miller concert,
scheduled for tomorrow, is another
casualty.
Gisborne’s second annual Beer
Festival at the Royal (formerly the Jolly
Stockman) has been postponed for seven
months, with organisers setting aside an
alternative date of November 28.
Tickets already bought will be valid for

November 28 and will be kept online and
safe.
“We’re also happy to issue refunds to
all tickets purchased to the festival,” said
event spokesman Ricky Boyd.
Mr Boyd stressed there would also be
future events, in addition to the Beer
Festival’s new date.
Smaller events like today’s annual
St Patrick’s Day bash at the Rivers
Restaurant and Bar will still go ahead.
“We don’t think the Government is

saying that we should be cancelling things
like that, so we have decided to carry on,”
Rivers co-owner Melissa Murphy said.
About 200 people were expected to
be coming and going at various times
through the day ahead of a live band at
8pm, making the event smaller than those
categorised by the government as large
events.
“I would say it is going to be a quieter
one. I think we are quite safe to carry on
at the moment.”

LOOKING AHEAD
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FOCUS ON THE LAND
• Event wins shared around at the
Waipaoa Dog Trial club’s event last
Friday and Saturday.
• Shearing sports writer and
commentator Doug Laing recognised
at the Rural Sports Awards.
• The AgriHQ report for the week
beginning March 16.
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‘DON’T PANIC’ It’s testing times for us all’
“We have also kept our son home
because if he gets it he could pass it on
They have had about half a dozen
to her.
cancellations a day.
“Luckily we are both self-employed
“Most cancellations have been from
with our business which delivers food
people who travelled overseas or people
boxes to places, so it’s lucky we don’t
planning on coming back to Gisborne,
have to go to a workplace and are able to
all because of self-isolation and the
keep the kids home and keep them safe.”
restrictions put in place from Sunday.
Food cartel get all these produce from
“This has made me look at the internal local suppliers so they have not noticed
spending to see how I can save any
any issues with suppliers.
money to keep the doors open.
Chrissy-Anne Beattie, assistant
“I have to see this uncertainty as a new manager of $2 Things, said she had
challenge and how can I deal with it.
noticed impacts such as people panic“We need to keep buying from local
buying personal hygiene products.
retailers to support them.”
“It seems people are avoiding town.
She has started thinking creatively
Many people have been panic-buying
about how to keep customers coming in,
things like hand sanitisers, shampoos,
one idea has been hosting classes about
soaps. We put hand sanitisers out and
different skincare products and routines. after two hours it was all gone. If we get
Elliott Travel owner Graham Elliott
some more in we will be putting limits of
said Covid-19 has caused a large number two per person.”
of cancellations for the next two months.
A Gisborne florist said they could not
“It’s mostly outbound travellers. Some
get certain flowers from overseas.
people are in the middle of their travel
“Some roses we ordered have been
arrangements and some arrangements
stopped at the border and haven’t arrived
have been cancelled while clients have
here. Luckily we have a website where
been travelling.
people have been able to order flowers
“There have been some issues of trying so they don’t need to come in. Customers
to get people home from other countries.
understand.
“The cruise ship situation is ugly.
“We have noticed more empty car parks
Some cruises are mid-cruise and we
and less people about,” she said.
understand one in Australia which has
Peel St Cafe assistant manager Holly
a number of Gisborne people on it and
Reid said they had not noticed any
was due to berth on the 21st in Sydney
changes to their daily work.
is cutting short its itinerary and now
“We are more than happy to take
berthing on the 19th.
keep-cups. Most of our stock is from New
“Putting travel plans into credit
Zealand so we haven’t had issues with
appears to be a best outcome for people.
suppliers.”
“Don’t panic. It’s testing times for all.
June coffee and donut shop manager
We ask for a bit of patience from our
Kaiyahn Meredith said “town has been
clients as we work through in date order. deadly quiet”.
“If you have overseas travel booked
“The number of people walking the
for August and September just hold off
streets has dropped significantly.
cancelling for a month or so and see what
“Coronavirus has been the topic of
happens going forward,” he said.
discussion for customers coming in. We
Kadie and Drew Hill, owners of Food
are continuing to do things as we used
Cartel, have put their children into selfto but we’re all cautious about personal
isolation as a precaution.
hygiene.”
“Our daughter has a complex cardiac
Renee Grant, of Grant Bros, said they
condition. She is vulnerable to the
had not felt the impact of Covid-19 yet.
coronavirus. Her paediatrician advised us
“I know a lot of forestry companies are
to pull her from school for a few weeks,
feeling the impact of it and there will be
especially as there has just been the
a flow-on effect.
surf lifesaving champs here with a lot of
“We have hand sanitisers in store and
people from out of town and also a cruise in the barbers. We use surgical grade
ship that stupidly came here last week
disinfectant.”
that should have been stopped.
She hopes people will have the decency

FROM PAGE 1

Mobile swab centres

available by referral
SWAB centres have been
set up throughout the district
in response to the threat of
coronavirus in this region.
The centres have 100 test kits
available and further training
on the effective use of personal
protective equipment is under
way.
These are not walk-in centres
and referrals are required for a
swab.
“People will need to meet
the criteria for testing and
be referred by the national
coronavirus healthline or by
their GP,” says Hauora Tairawhiti
chief medical officer Anne
Kolbe.
Testing criteria include
fever, sore throat, shortness of
breath or coughing; a return
from overseas in the past 14
days, or close contact with a
suspected or confirmed case of
coronavirus.
Anyone who thinks they
meet that criteria should call
Healthline 0800 358 5453 for
advice 24/7 or their GP.
People are strongly urged not
to walk into a medical centre
or Gisborne Hospital without

BUSINESS BUT NOT QUITE AS USUAL: CK & Co hair salon owner Caroline Kingi
has changed the Derby Street business’s opening hours because of the flow-on
effects of the coronavirus.
Picture by Rebecca Grunwell
to stay home if they are sick and cough
into their elbows.
Bramwells Pharmacy retail
manager Debbie Brown said they were
experiencing shortages on products like

hand sanitisers and face masks.
“My best advice is to call the
Healthline if you have any questions. The
best thing to do is personal hygiene. Keep
washing your hands.”

Rest homes cracking down
RYMAN Healthcare has put a hold on all visits
by children to their Kiri Te Kanawa lifestyle village
in Lytton West because of the vulnerability of
elders to Covid-19.
Those who do visit Kiri Te Kanawa are having
their temperatures checked on arrival, and if they
have a fever they are not allowed in.
Ryman Healthcare corporate affairs manager
David King said the company was one of the first
resthome providers to bring in the strict measures
and people had been happy to abide by them.
“We think that it is really important, and here we
have an opportunity to do the right thing. We wish
others would do the same.
“We have also stopped communal activities. We
know that older people are the most vulnerable
to the coronavirus, and it is critical that we keep
everyone safe. Please don’t visit if you do not have
to, and certainly do not visit if you are not feeling
well. All visits to care centre residents by children
are also on hold.
Dunblane clinical nurse manager Kathy Hoole
said they were being extra vigilant and last week
staff did extra training about infection control and
what they were to do if one of the residents was
infected.
There is only one entrance into Dunblane
Lifecare & Village and all staff and visitors are
having their temperatures taken as they come
through the doors. Visitors are also being

asked to fill out paperwork detailing their recent
movements as a precaution against the spread of
Covid-19.
“We are fully stocked with all protective gear
needed such as gowns, gloves, masks and
booties,” Ms Hoole said.
All external activities including visits to other
rest homes have been cancelled and communal
activities within Dunblane have been put on hold.
Ms Hoole said they were probably being “overthe-top” in terms of putting in safety measures but
she would prefer that because they were working
with the most vulnerable members of society and
needed to protect them.
Leighton House, owned by Dementia Care NZ,
has advisory signs on the main doors, and hand
sanitiser on arrival.
The signs ask people who are unwell, or who
have travelled recently, not to enter the building.
Dementia Care NZ operations management
leader Vicky Jones said Leighton House was
following the recommendations of the Ministry of
Health in regard to Covid-19.
“We are monitoring the Ministry of Health
website on a daily basis and are taking all
precautionary measures as recommended by
the Ministry. Leighton House is prepared for any
possible outbreak.
“We will notify families of any developments,
restrictions or requirements that may arise.”

Your local member
of Parliament
TESTING VAN: One of the mobile units available for
testing for the Covid-19 coronavirus. These are not
walk-in centres.
Picture by Paul Rickard
calling first.
One of Hauora Tairawhiti’s
mobile dental clinics has been
turned into a mobile swabbing
centre and is based in the Three
Rivers medical centre carpark.
Another centre is based at Te
Puia Hospital and in Te Karaka

a swab centre has been set up
next to the Waikohu Medical
Centre.
Hauora Tairawhiti’s incident
management team has also
stepped up its planning
response and is now meeting
daily.
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Deaths
NIKORA, Yvonne
(nee Warren). —
Passed away peacefully, on Monday 16th
March 2020, at her
home in Makauri, aged
51 years.
Moe mai ra e te pua
reinga o te po.
Yvonne’s
funeral
service will be held at
Evans Chapel, Ormond
Road, at 11am on
Wednesday 18th March,
followed by private
cremation.
The interment of
Yvonne’s ashes will be
held
at
Taruheru
Cemetery at 11am on
Thursday 19th March.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd FDANZ
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Deaths
SUTTON, Faenza
Teohaki (Waikaato).
— Born 4 August 1947.
Passed away peacefully, Friday 13 March
2020, at her home.
Beloved wife of Chris.
Cherished Mum of
Vanessa
(Martha)
Martin, Rangi and
Ralph. Nan to her
treasured
mokopuna
Harley, Marlon, Maia
and Noa. Loved sister
to
Diana,
Sandy,
Maryann,
Helen,
George, Bev, Lisa, Boi
(dec), Robert (dec),
Douglas (dec), Rangi
(dec), Beverly-Ann.
A loving and true friend
to many.
Faenza will lie in
state at Haven Falls
Funeral Home, Wainuiomata, until Wednesday
18th March. She will
then be transported to
Gisborne on Thursday
19th March. Faenza
will lie at 537 Childers
Road, Gisborne.
Burial is on Friday 20
March, 3pm at Taruheru
Cemetery Gisborne.
Contact Bev for any
further updates, 022
363 0827.

Market
waste
bound for
compost
by Aaron van Delden

TWO wheelie bins of waste have been diverted
from landfill thanks to new compost bins at
Gisborne Farmers’ Market.
The compost collection bins had their maiden
outing on Saturday and are expected to be a
permanent fixture.
www.evansfuneral.co.nz
The two wheelie bins, which were normally
bursting full after a busy market morning, had
WATERSON,
just half a dozen items in them last weekend,
Jeanette Mary. —
with most waste put in the two compost bins,
Passed away peacemarket manager Andrea Gregory said.
fully,
Gold
Coast,
The bins are part of a compost system that
Australia, 7th March
2020, aged 78 years.
has been made possible by a $2000 grant from
Gisborne District Council’s
Much loved wife of
waste minimisation fund,
Michael. Loving mother
which is derived from
and mother in-law of
Shelley and Rick Kale,
landfill levies.
Kim and Greg Carter
Compostable waste,
(Taiwan), and Ricky.
including packaging
and food scraps, will be
Much loved Nan of
collected at the market and
James, Mitchell, Sean
Unveilings
and Nicola. Loved
taken away to be shredded
sister and sister-in-law
before being added to
STONE,
Guy
of Lydia and Bob Sage.
two “pig” bins where the
(NZ). Loved Aunty to The whanau welcome composting magic happens.
Karyn and Mark Sage. all who wish to attend
Market organisers are yet to decide what they
Loved half-sister to at 11am, Friday 27
will do with the compost produced by the system.
Joan Beagle (NZ).
March 2020.
Mrs Gregory said the grant covered the cost of
Funeral was held on
the pig bins, which would have been unaffordable
To be held at
12th March.
Whenua Tapu Cemetery otherwise.
Pukerua Bay
The non-profit market is picking up the cost
Integrity Funerals
Wellington
1800 995 352
of the cardboard collection bins that should last
about 10 markets each.
The collection bins’ cost was equivalent to
hiring two wheelie bins, which market organisers
planned to replace with a much smaller bin for
non-compostable waste, Mrs Gregory said.
It was hoped all stallholders would eventually
convert to compostable packaging. Many already
had, while some vegetable stalls were going
THE Prohibited Fire Season with its total fire
completely bagless and tying up produce with
ban ended yesterday and fires can now be lit in
string.
the open providing people have the appropriate
Mrs Gregory said the idea to set up a compost
permit.
system came from the market’s committee, which
The total ban has been replaced by a
had noticed other farmers’ markets around New
Restricted Fire Season.
Zealand using them.
Prohibition was introduced in early January
It was also consumer-driven, with comments
when the fire risk had begun to climb to extreme
levels.
“We’ve had a fair bit of rain across much of
the region recently, and while rainfall levels in
some other areas have been low by comparison,
the time is right to reduce the restriction,” said
Principal Rural Fire Officer Ray Dever.
A NUMBER of trailers and caravans
“Also, we have had indications from some
have been stolen from properties around
landowners that they want to carry out burnoffs
Gisborne in recent weeks and police said
as part of their land management.”
in almost all cases they were visible from
Permits can be obtained from the Fire and
the road.
Emergency NZ website.
“This makes it easy for thieves to spot
“We will be monitoring any permits issued
the items they want to take, and either
closely,” Mr Dever said.
commit an opportunistic offence or form a
“There will be areas at the top of East Cape
plan to return later,” a police spokesman
where we will not issue permits at this stage,
said.
unless we get substantial falls of rain up there.
“Where possible, owners of trailers
“We would like to thank everybody for the way
and the like should make every effort to
they have conducted themselves and their good
position them on their property where
behaviour with fires in the open, during the total
fire ban.
“We had the best record of any region in the
country when it comes to compliance with the
ban.”
INFORMATION sessions about an
The restricted season means that people can
award that gives young people life skills
burn green waste in their backyards again, but
and experiences will be held in Gisborne
only in an incinerator, and only providing they
tomorrow afternoon,
have a permit.
Widely regarded as the world’s leading
youth achievement award, the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award helps
14-to-24-year-olds develop life skills
through adventure, physical recreation
A STORY IN The Gisborne Herald
and voluntary service.
yesterday about the Christchurch terror attacks
The info sessions, at Sport Gisborne
commemoration wrongly stated Meredith
Tairawhiti, are for young people, parents,
Akuhata-Brown made a speech for the Tairawhiti
educators, community and sports groups.
Multicultural Society. It was, in fact, Meredith
The Duke of Edinburgh award
Stewart. Apologies for the mistake.

Restricted fire
season now

ECO-FRIENDLY: Gisborne Farmers’ Market manager Andrea Gregory and chairman
Matt Carter with one of the new compost bins.
Picture by Rebecca Grunwell
on Facebook critical of stallholders using plastic
packaging.
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern’s 2018
announcement on the phasing out of single-use
plastic shopping bags played into the decision
as well.
“It really made us think about packaging,” Mrs

Gregory said.
If the system proves successful, she hopes it
can be used at other community events, like the
Kai Street Food Festival.
Applications for the latest round of waste
minimisation funding closed on February 28 and
recipients are yet to be announced.

Caravans, trailers stolen
they cannot be easily seen from the road.
“We recognise that this is not always
possible or practical and we would
encourage anyone who has a trailer or
caravan parked on their property to
ensure it is appropriately secured using a
locking device.”
Such devices can be purchased from
local auto parts retailers.
Trailers containing valuable items like
boats and quad bikes have been targeted,
along with caravans.
A caravan was taken from Emily Street

in Riverdale yesterday morning.
“This is also a timely reminder for us
all to keep an eye on the properties of our
friends, families and neighbours.
“Any theft or burglary that is occurring
when you see it, or you think someone
is behaving suspiciously and is about to
commit a burglary or theft, then call 111
and ask for Police,” the spokesman said.
“We would rather come and check
out what is happening at the time and
possibly prevent a theft or burglary, than
investigate one after it has happened.”

Duke of Edinburgh award info sessions tomorrow

CORRECTION

comprises four sections — skills,
voluntary service, physical recreation and
adventurous journey. Participants design
their own award and choose their own
activities.
“The award has always had a
wonderful reputation but might be
perceived as Pakeha and middle-class,”
national director Karen Ross told The
Gisborne Herald last year.
“That is not the case. One of our key
drives is to encourage all rangatahi
(young people).”
Research shows young people who

participate in the award become more
confident and resilient and develop their
communication, problem-solving and
leadership skills, she said.
THE Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award
information sessions are at Sport Gisborne,
74 Grey Street, tomorrow at 4.30pm. National
director Karen Ross is also available for
meetings 11am to 1.45pm and 3pm and 4pm, but
times will need to be booked on a first come,
first served basis. For more information, email
nationaldirector@dofehillary.org.nz or call 027
645 6696.
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Learning to care for
irises ‘the right way’
by Matai O’Connor
LEARNING how to care for
irises was the goal of an iris
demonstration at the Botanical
Gardens on Wednesday last week.
The demonstration, organised
by the Gisborne Iris Group in
partnership with the Gisborne
District Council, was a huge
success, Gisborne Iris Group
secretary Maggie Asplet said.
“It was a chance for people
to learn the right way of caring
for irises in their gardens and to
promote the Gisborne Iris Group.
“Those who came were

interested in learning about the
different tasks and cycles involved
with planting irises.
“We did this because we want to
get more people in to the gardening
frame of mind,” she said.
The demonstration was also a
chance for those interested to join
the Gisborne Iris Group.
“The people who came didn’t
want to leave the demonstration. I
hope that means more people will
join the group.”
People got to take home free
irises for their gardens and a sheet
containing useful information about
the plants.

GARDENING FRAME OF MIND: Members of the Gisborne
Iris Group, in partnership with the Gisborne District Council,
held an iris demonstration last week. Kneeling is Oriana
Rojas from the GDC and Maggie Asplet, far right, secretary
of Gisborne Iris Group.
Picture by Rebecca Grunwell

E-waste for a noble cause
occupied, utilise our time and
raise funds for a noble cause.
A GROUP of “recycled
“Like everyone else we hate
teenagers” are recycling
the waste we have.”
electronic waste as much as they
“It makes me sick,” Mr Taylor
can.
said.
They have been working as
The group of retirees have
a team to dismantle electronics
had different people come and
and sell the valuable materials
go but Marty Cox, Carl Lyndon
used inside those devices to raise and Dennis Mason have been
money for charity.
regularly doing the work.
They do not want their
“We pull apart electronics
location of work to be publicised people don’t want or think are
out of fear that people may
broken and remove the raw
illegally dump rubbish. They also materials and rare minerals to
do not want to publicise what
sell,” Mr Taylor said.
they do as they do not want it to
They do all the work through
become their full-time jobs.
their own funding.
Ron Taylor was inspired to
When they started, Mr Taylor
start this after seeing a segment went to second-hand shops
about “grumpy old men” in
around Gisborne and told them
Whanganui who turn trash into
what they were doing.
treasure about 18 months ago.
“None of the op-shops take
He wanted to see if people
e-waste, because its too hard to
in Gisborne were interested in
get rid of.”
doing this so wrote a letter to
“Trevor Jukes is an unsung
the Herald.
hero. He lets us take the rubbish
“We are all shed people. We
there and in return we give
all had hands-on jobs. I live at
them all the flat steel we source.”
Rymans and once you go into
Copper wire, gold and
retirement you think, ‘what am
aluminium alloy are the best
I going to do today?’ I think you
materials to make money from,
have to have something to keep
he said.
the mind occupied or you might
“Copper is $6.50 a kilo — we
end up less mentally connected,” make most of our money from
Mr Taylor said.
it.”
“The reasons why we do this
They have raised $1200 so far
is to have something to keep us
and are deciding on what charity

by Matai O’Connor

YOUNG AT HEART RECYCLERS: Left to right, Ron Taylor, Marty Cox, Carl Lyndon and Dennis
Mason recycle electronic devices to raise money for charity.
Picture by Liam Clayton
to donate the money to.
Most of the rubbish is plastic,
surfaced mounted parts and
multi-layered boards that are
not able to be taken apart.
They also work with the

Tairawhiti Environment Centre.
“We pick up stuff about every
week. However, it waxes and
wanes.”
“People who know about what
we are doing, ring us. Presently,

we are only four people in our
late 70s and early 80s doing this
work,” Mr Taylor said.
You can contact the “Recycled
Teenagers Recycling” on 027 245
6919 if you have any e-waste.

Hosting manuhiri on our maunga
PEOPLE were invited to Titirangi
Kaiti Hill last week to learn about rongoa
(traditional Maori medicine) and ecosourcing seeds.
Whaia Titirangi hosted the workshop
at the bowl track entrance on Titirangi.
The seeds, when mature, will be
returned to Titirangi. After collecting
the seeds, the participants went to the
Women’s Native Tree Project Trust
Nursery to propagate the seeds.
Project manager Ranell Nikora said
the workshop was led by Whaia Titirangi
assistant operational lead, Mihikura Te
Pairi.
“I was flooded with positive praise
for the outstanding job Mihikura did
hosting our manuhiri on our maunga
and demonstrating her knowledge and
passion for our taiao (environment).
“Attendees learned a lot from her
extensive knowledge of traditional

techniques and medicine,” Ms Nikora
said.
Gisborne District Council’s biosecurity
team supported her in delivering it, along
with one of the newest Whaia Titirangi
cadets, Juan Kopa.
Mihikura Te Pairi said “after spending
17 months working on the maunga, I
have come to learn a lot about our flora
and fauna and how to speak to many
different personalities and groups of
people.
“It was an absolute pleasure hosting
the workshop and I’d do it again.
‘The small group of intrigued people
made it easier and I felt comfortable
to share my matauranga, my love and
passion for our taiao with confidence and
mana.
“The engagement level and how drawn
everyone was to the kaupapa was the
best feeling ever,” she said.

When only the
best will do!

Cool in summer, warm in winter.
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Showroom
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‘Frankly, you’re not welcome’
PM issues warning for visitors who fail to self-isolate
excluding schools and universities, will be
cancelled.
WELLINGTON — The Prime Minister
New Zealand’s confirmed cases
has issued a strong warning to overseas
remained at eight yesterday, although the
visitors who fail to follow self-isolation
Ministry of Health said there were two
rules: “Frankly, you’re not welcome”.
further probable cases.
“You should leave before you are
Just under 3000 people are in selfdeported,” Jacinda Ardern said yesterday isolation while a further 7000 have
afternoon, in a warning to those thinking completed self-isolation.
about ignoring the newly imposed arrival
Ardern has warned the economic
restrictions.
impact of Covid-19 will be very
Cabinet has given the nod to officials
significant. Advice from the Treasury
to deport or detain any travellers who
suggests it “could be greater than the
do not comply with medical officers’
impact of the global financial crisis”.
instructions.
The comments come
As of 1am yesterday,
as the Government
If you are close enough prepares to unveil a
every traveller to arrive
in New Zealand from
multibillion-dollar
for someone to spit on
any country, excluding
spending package this
you when you talk, you
the Pacific Islands, is
afternoon, aimed at
are too close.
required to self-isolate
curtailing the damage.
for 14 days.
Ardern focused
—Jacinda Ardern
Ardern also
yesterday on Covid-19
had a message to
and the Government’s
any symptomatic Kiwis who fail to
response.
voluntarily self-isolate, saying they could
The fact officials have been given
be put in a medical facility with a police
deportation powers reinforces how
officer stationed at the door to prevent
seriously the Government is about
them from escaping if needed.
protecting Kiwis’ health, she said.
“There will be zero tolerance for those
“We are a country who takes our roles
who do not follow the rules of selfand responsibility of being hospitable
isolation,” she said.
very, very seriously.
This comes as New Zealand prepares
“But in return, we ask visitors to
for what Ardern described as, “the
reciprocate — we will look after you if
new normal” when it comes to social
you look after us.”
distancing.
Today’s spending package would focus
“If you are close enough for someone
“relentlessly on jobs” and will show the
to spit on you when you talk, you are too Government is willing to act decisively in
close.”
these uncertain times.
In a bid to further reduce the risk
She has already signalled the cash
of the disease spreading, she said all
injection would be the “most significant
gatherings of more than 500 people,
package” she would announce during her

by Jason Walls, NZ Herald
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From desktop printers to
something bigger & faster,
we have the perfect solution
for your business

UNWELCOME GUESTS: Jacinda Ardern had a strong message for overseas visitors
who choose not to self-isolate, “leave before you are deported”.
tenure as Prime Minister.
It will contain wage subsidies for
Covid-19 hit businesses and employees
across the country.
“(It will focus) on supporting businesses
to keep people in work as they plan for
the future,” Ardern said.
It would also focus on ensuring
New Zealand’s health system has the
resources it needs as Covid-19 continues
to spread.
The package comes a day after the
Reserve Bank’s shock 0.75 percent cut to
the official cash rate (OCR) — a move not
seen since the global financial crisis 12
years ago.

Governor Adrian Orr confirmed
yesterday that the Reserve Bank had
modelling to suggest New Zealand was
going into a recession.
Earlier, Air New Zealand said it would
cut its international capacity by 85
percent in the next few months.
The airline placed itself in a trading
halt to give it time to more fully assess
the operational and financial impacts of
global travel restrictions.
And it could cut its workforce by nearly
a third. It has 12,500 staff.
Ardern said she had no plans to change
the election date of September 19 at this
stage.

Drug disruptions ‘likely’
WELLINGTON — Drug buying agency
All Pharmac’s contracts with suppliers
Pharmac is warning further disruptions
require them to find alternative products
to medicine supplies are inevitable, as
if they cannot supply their own product,
measures are taken to restrict the spread Williams said.
of Covid-19.
“The great thing that we have in
Increasing restrictions on air travel
New Zealand is we do have many of
and shutdowns around the world have
our products that are under contract to
been announced over the past week, and
supply. And we have good stock holdings
almost 65 percent of medications arrive
of most of our medicines in the country.
in New Zealand via passenger planes.
“We are not in a position right now
Air New Zealand announced yesterday where we have any particular concerns
it is reducing its long-haul capacity by 85 about particular medicines,” she said.
percent.
Pharmac has confirmed to Checkpoint
Suppliers are required to hold a
it has fewer than 90,000 doses of
minimum of two months of stock in
pneumonia vaccine.
New Zealand and it estimated there are
It said that is sufficient for highanother two months’ worth of drugs held risk New Zealanders who qualify for
by retailers.
the publicly-funded
Pharmac’s director
vaccine.
of operations Lisa
Wilson told
It is inevitable there are
Williams told
Checkpoint generally
going to be disruptions to
Checkpoint while it
for vaccines Pharmac
supply, whether or not that
is already rationing
holds at least four
prescription
months’ worth of
is due to manufacturing
paracetamol, it
normal demand.
being reduced overseas, or
will ration other
“If demand changes
because of supply chains.
medications, if
for things, that will
necessary.
—Lisa Williams reduce the length of
“It is inevitable
time that would last
there are going to be
for . . . and we have
disruptions to supply, whether or not that been rechecking volumes of demand of
is due to manufacturing being reduced
product for the Pneumovax and other
overseas, or because of supply chains,”
Pneumococcal type vaccinations.”
Williams said.
Wilson said Pharmac’s pneumonia
“But the buffer that we have in New
vaccine suppliers are responsive to
Zealand of product will help us manage
finding more stock, but she cannot
those.”
guarantee there will be extra stock to
As supplies and raw materials for
purchase.
locally made medicines all come from
“They take somewhere around six
overseas, Williams said all medicines
months to make . . . If demand is growing
were facing the risk of short supply.
globally, then the vaccine manufacturers
“The government’s also been really
will need to look at increasing their
clear that the pharmaceutical supply
manufacturing.
chain and medicine supply chain is one of
Wilson said Pharmac is talking to
utmost importance to New Zealand.
suppliers about whether they can meet
“So we are working to ensure that air
higher demand for the influenza vaccine
freight routes are open for imports and
in New Zealand this year, but that is
exports.”
“unknown at this point”. — RNZ
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St Patrick’s revelry to go ahead
by Harry Lock, RNZ
WELLINGTON — Irish bars around Wellington
say they’re cracking on with St Patrick’s Day
events as planned for this afternoon, but not
without taking extra precautions.
Checking arrival dates on customers’
passports, equipping staff with hand-sanitiser,
and wiping down the curtains are just some of
the lengths the bars are going to, to stay clean.
While pubs in Ireland have been ordered to
close down their tills and shut up shop ahead of
St Patrick’s Day — in Wellington, there’s no such
orders. The Irish bars across town are still very
much open for business.
Dermot Murphy owns two of them, both called
D4 — a reference to the Dublin district.
“We’ve got to keep selling to keep the
business open, and until the government comes
out and says, ‘Right, everything’s on lockdown’,
we’ve got to continue with business, but just be

a bit more sensible with things.”
They are making changes to how they do
things — taking extra precautions, making sure
the bar — and the staff — are that much cleaner.
The manager of JJ Murphy’s on Cuba Street,
Blake Hackenberg, said they’ll have a bouncer at
the door holding a bottle of hand-sanitiser.
Not only that, for international travellers, the
bouncer will be checking passports and looking
for the immigration stamp.
If that person arrived after Monday, when
all travellers were told to go into self-isolation,
they will be told to go right back to their
accommodation.
Murphy said at D4, they’re working hard to
keep the place as clean as possible.
“All the staff now have their own little
sanitiser in their apron. One of the staff has a job
of just going around, and just wiping the likes of
the handrail coming up the stairs, and the cords PINT OF GAT: While pubs in Ireland have been ordered to close, in Wellington
there are no such orders.
RNZ picture
for the blinds.”

Man had the ‘best of intentions’
NZ’s seventh confirmed Covid-19 case speaks out
“Our decision to travel to New Zealand
New Zealand has been exceptional.
was made with the best of intentions
“Some of our staff and friends have
WELLINGTON — The Australian
and with the best information available
been vilely attacked on social media for
couple self-isolating in Wellington say it
in Australia or New Zealand before we
defending us. They have done nothing
has been “absolutely heartbreaking” to see departed.”
but the best they can for all, and it is
friends and colleagues attacked on social
The mandatory 14-day isolation period
absolutely heartbreaking that they are
media.
for all international arrivals in New
being targeted. They are blameless.
A statement from Andre Reynaud,
Zealand and Australia came into effect
“The greatest risks for most people
the first confirmed Covid-19 case in
later that weekend.
in this pandemic are panic and
Wellington, and his wife Jane has been
Had these restrictions been in place,
misinformation. We are living the reality
posted on the Ann Roberts School of
or if Reynaud had any idea that he was
and will come through. If we could ask
Dance Facebook page.
infected, the couple say they would not
one thing of people in the community we
It states Reynaud voluntarily undertook have travelled.
love and call ‘home’, it is that they take
the test in Australia after travelling
“The simple truth
rational steps to protect
abroad.
of our situation is
themselves and those
We cannot adequately
He had travelled to France for the
that if Andre had not
they love.”
funeral of a close family member and then voluntarily reported for express our sadness and
The hotel where
returned to Townsville on March 12.
testing, we would never
Reynaud was staying
“While away, Andre had read
had known he even had regret for the concern this
confirmed the Ministry
has caused.
recommendations from authorities
the virus. Him taking
of Health had decided
advising that it was possible to voluntarily extra care has reduced
—Andre Reynaud to move him.
report for virus testing following
the risk of community
Reynaud’s daughter
international travel and he did so almost
transmission despite
has also spoken out
immediately,” the statement reads.
the unwanted attention and abuse it has
saying she’s worried about her father’s
“Given that he was completely
brought us and our staff.
mental health.
asymptomatic, he had no expectation that
“We cannot adequately express our
She said her family is finding the
the result would be positive.”
sadness and regret for the concern this
backlash difficult and maintains her
Reynaud flew from Brisbane to
has caused. With the benefit of hindsight, father did “everything right”.
Wellington on Air NZ flight 828, before
we would be quarantined in Townsville
“As you can imagine, this has been
heading to his hotel room, for a longinstead of being far away from family and a really hard time for our family —
planned trip to visit the couple’s son.
friends.
especially my father. I am worried for his
“Not long after arriving in New Zealand,
“We deeply appreciate the many calls
mental health,” she told Newshub.
we received the news that Andre had
and messages of support we have received,
“I think a very interesting comment
tested positive to Covid-19,” the statement and are immensely grateful to our staff
should be made about the repercussions
reads.
and our dance family for their support and of this naming and shaming — it was
“Immediately we returned to our hotel,
understanding.
inevitable it was going to spread, and
quarantined ourselves and contacted local
“The advice and care we have received
unfortunately we have been caught up in
health authorities.
from health professionals in Australia and the early reported cases.”

by Heath Moore, NZ Herald
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WELLINGTON — A doctor has been
found guilty of repeatedly making up the
test results of a patient who was later
diagnosed with cauda equina syndrome,
which can result in permanent disability.
Health and Disability Commissioner
Anthony Hill said the doctor’s behaviour
was unacceptable and called for a
competence review.
The patient arrived at hospital
and was reviewed by the orthopaedic
registrar, who carried out a bladder void
scan to check for the syndrome.
When the results came back
borderline, he called the orthopaedic
consultant to ask what to do next.
The registrar was then told to perform
another scan, but misunderstood the
instructions, and did not do it.
When he was then asked for the
results for the second test by the
consultant, instead of admitting he had
not carried it out, he made up normal
results.

This lie was then repeated to the
consultant at a meeting the next
morning.
Two weeks later, the patient was
diagnosed with cauda equina syndrome
and required urgent surgery.
In his judgement, Commissioner Hill
said he understood there was a “power
dynamic between senior and junior
doctors, and cannot diminish the real
and tangible effect this can have.
“Nevertheless, in my view, (the doctor)
allowed his own needs and the pressure
he felt to take precedence over (the
patient’s) wellbeing.
“(The doctor) actively chose to lie to his
superior, and the effect of that lie was
disastrous for his patient. His behaviour
was unacceptable.”
In his recommendations, Hill said the
registrar should apologise to the man,
and provide the HDC with his reflections
and learnings from relevant training.
— RNZ

MARCH PARTY
FINGERFOOD SPECIALS
Goofy Slab Cakes, Chocolate, Banana, Carrot $29.95
Leader Crumbed Camembert Bites 1kg $29.95
Leader Mac and Cheese Bites 1kg $14.95
Leader Broccoli and Cheese Bites 1kg $14.95
Leader Southern-style Chicken Sticks 1kg $14.95
United Foods Prawn and Ginger Dumplings 1kg $18.95
United Foods Prawn Hargow 1kg $18.95
United Foods Prawn Shaomai 1kg $18.95
Export Quality Aged Meat
Finger Food • Seafood • Desserts

27998-06

Competence review ordered

She said he was just looking forward to
visiting his son.
Speaking to the NZ Herald earlier,
Reynaud said he had no symptoms at the
time of testing and strongly believes he
did everything right.
“I went to meet my son for breakfast at
a nearby cafe, when I got a call from my
doctor confirming I tested positive.
“From there I went straight back to my
hotel room and got in contact with health
authorities.
“I wouldn’t have come (to New Zealand)
if I knew I was positive.”
QT Wellington confirmed it had a guest
who tested positive for Covid-19 and the
Ministry of Health removed him from the
hotel yesterday.
The room would remain double locked
until the Ministry advised the hotel on
proper cleaning protocols.
Hotel operations EVENT NZ general
manager Simon White said they were
advised by the Ministry that the risk to
anyone staying or working in the hotel
was extremely low and there was no need
to evacuate anyone from the hotel.
“However, guests on the same floor were
notified within a few hours and offered
alternative accommodation within the
hotel.
“No staff had contact with the guest
in question and one staff member had a
brief interaction on check-in with his wife
between 1am and 2am. We have been
proactive and that staff member has not
returned to work and will remain at home
in self-isolation for the 14 day period.”

You name it – we have it!

Open Monday-Friday 8am - 5.00pm Saturday 9am - noon 169 Stanley Road • 867 2279
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‘It’s going to hit hard’
Polyfest cancels for a second year

Callers struggle
to get through
to Healthline

AUCKLAND — People are spending
hours on hold while others are being
disconnected as they try unsuccessfully
AUCKLAND — Auckland schools say they are
to get through to Healthline for medical
gutted the much-anticipated Polyfest has been
advice.
cancelled at the last minute.
But the Ministry of Health says it is
Some are calling for an alternative plan such
looking to bolster the service and has
as live-streaming or a small performance night so
increased the number of staff to 150 since
the students’ efforts won’t be in vain.
February to meet the increasing demand.
The event was cut short last year following the
A NZ Herald reader waited on hold to
Christchurch shootings and this time — to limit
Healthline for three hours before hanging
the risk of a community outbreak of Covid-19.
up and was frustrated that people
Auckland Girls’ Grammar School has about
experiencing symptoms could not get the
500 students who were going to participate in
advice they needed.
the event. Deputy principal Maree Flannery said
“It’s ridiculous that I can’t seek help
the school have groups represented on every
or get clarification as to what I need to
cultural stage.
be doing if experiencing symptoms,” she
“We are really disappointed because the
said.
girls have worked so hard for weeks, and we
Others who called Healthline received
have just had a concert this afternoon and they
a pre-recorded voice message which
are polished and looking amazing, but we also
apologised for not being able to take their
absolutely understand that this is what had to
call and advised them to call later.
happen,” she said.
“We really do apologise, we can’t
Aorere College teacher and coordinator for its
take your call,” the message said before
Tongan group, Loketi Toutai, said the students
hanging up on them.
had been practising since February, and every
Another reader said she received a
child may have spent at least $80 to $100 for the
message saying that when she called the
costumes and fees.
hotline for information on self-isolating,
LAST MINUTE CANCELLATION: Members of the Manurewa High School Filipino
“It is going to really hit them hard negatively
she was played an answering message
group performed at the 2019 ASB Polyfest at the Manukau Sports Bowl.
File picture that said nobody could answer the call
because this is the second year that it has been
cancelled — both last minute — parents and kids
because it was night time.
have put in a lot of time and money,” he said.
There are also reports that parent
costumes were not wasted.
probably wouldn’t be able to run the event next
Toutai said he would like a plan B for such a
helpline PlunketLine is overloaded.
“Whether it is through a live stream or
year.
cancellation.
As the number of cases in New Zealand
postponing it to a later date where they do
“We don’t get significant support guaranteed
“Even if it is smaller gatherings for schools in eventually get to reap the rewards of what they
for the next two years regarding Polyfest. That is continues to rise and the Government
different zones of Auckland.
have worked towards, I think that’s something
a real possibility unfortunately, which would be a takes drastic measures to control the
“Last year when it did get cancelled, we were
that should really be looked at.”
tragedy for our students and our communities in spread, Healthline is receiving more than
trying to organise events where we could get
four times its usual call numbers from
Tuli said the cancellation two years in a row
Auckland.”
other schools to come on board and have our
the same time last year, with 4500 calls
would hinder students’ motivation to explore
Pierce said students were resilient and some
own little performance night.”
their own culture.
schools may meet to perform to acknowledge the received on Sunday.
A Polyfest tutor for Otahuhu College’s Tongan
A Ministry of Health spokesperson said
“It’s already kind of hard to try to get them to
efforts that went into the preparation.
group, Fiana Tuli, said she is gutted.
it was prioritising callers with health
embrace their culture, and I think if there are no
The four-day event, scheduled for 18 to 21
“Because there is so much preparation that
issues, bringing in a further 50 nurses
other alternatives in place, then maybe they will
March, was said to be the largest Maori and
goes into this and not just in terms of tutoring,
and getting additional support from
feel discouraged to join, because if it was me
Pacific Islands festival in the world featuring
but also because kids give up their school time
ambulance and Plunketline.
personally, I wouldn’t join again knowing that
traditional music, dance and speech from
for the schoolwork and also training. Teachers
Healthline was monitoring 2875 people
there isn’t another plan in place for all my hard
Auckland secondary school students.
give up time with their families to be here after
in self-isolation and this excluded those
work and effort.”
If it had gone ahead, there would have been
school. So it’s very unfortunate.”
Event organiser Polyfest Trust’s chairperson
more than 12,000 students from across Auckland people who arrived into the country from
She also thought that there should be other
1am Monday. — NZ Herald
Greg Pierce said they were already struggling
to perform on stage and more than 100,000
plans so the efforts student put into making the
financially, and the cancellation means they
attendees. — RNZ
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Crackdown on
immigration
breaches on
orchards, farms

RAIN ‘NOT ENOUGH’: A tropical

cyclone will help bring much needed
rain to Northland today, but not enough
to relieve drought conditions there.
NIWA is forecasting Tropical Cyclone
Gretel will brush the north-east of the
North Island with rainfall and strong
winds. But meteorologist Ben Noll said
it would have little impact, producing
about 5 to 10 millimetres of rain, and
none of that will reach other parts of the
North Island. The Government last week
declared a drought in the entire North
Island, parts of the South Island and
the Chatham Islands. “Unfortunately,
a drought takes a long time to be
alleviated, so we need several rain
events to do that at this point.” Noll
said Gretel was “a very close call
to something that could have been
beneficial, but that rainfall is expected to
be mostly offshore”.
File picture

‘Be careful what you say’
Officer says he felt
pressure in police
rape investigation
by Sam Hurley, NZ Herald
AUCKLAND —A police officer says he felt
pressure to withhold mentioning what he
considered “flirting” between a fellow officer
and the woman he is accused of raping.
“Just be careful what you say, it’s your
perception,” Northland’s Detective Inspector
Rhys Johnston told the sergeant.
The sergeant had just given a second
formal statement about another police
officer accused of indecently assaulting and
sexually violating his female workmate at
a Kerikeri motel during the early hours of
February 5 last year.
The group of officers had been deployed
to help police patrol Waitangi Day events at
the Treaty Grounds.
The charged cop, who has interim name
suppression, has been on trial for the past
two weeks in the Auckland District Court.
CCTV footage from the night — played to
the court — has revealed lewd behaviour by
several cops staying at the motel, including

a senior officer exposing himself and a
drinking game using a hollowed-out police
baton.
During the night, the Crown alleges, a
policewoman was also indecently assaulted
and later raped by her colleague while she
slept.
After the first alleged incident, an
indecent assault in a motel room, the
accused returned to the beer-drinking group
of police officers in the motel’s courtyard.
The sergeant told the court today he
asked the accused, “you been fishing?”
According to audio from the motel’s CCTV,
the defendant allegedly replied: “Yeah, but
all I got was some seaweed and a gumboot.”
When cross-examined by defence counsel
Paul Borich QC, the sergeant said he
had noticed the accused and complainant
“flirting” with each other earlier in the
night.
However, despite the perception, the
sergeant was reluctant to later mention it to
detectives investigating the allegations, the
court heard.
“I didn’t see the relevance of it,” he
explained.
However, Borich narrowed in. He asked
the sergeant if he felt any pressure from his
superiors, direct or indirect, to mention the
flirting.
“Yes, I felt pressure . . . indirect pressure,”
the sergeant said.

“Did you think those interviewing you
didn’t want to hear that?,” Borich continued
to probe.
“No, not that they didn’t want to hear it,”
the sergeant replied. “The only pressure I
felt, if you can call it pressure, was at the
end of the second statement (when I) made
some comments about flirtation. It was my
opinion.”
The sergeant said Detective Inspector
Johnston told him: “Just be careful what you
say, it’s your perception.”
The sergeant was also still worried about
his job security, and echoed the employment
fears of a constable who was at the motel
and gave evidence during the trial last week.
Johnston himself gave evidence yesterday
afternoon.
He said he put “no pressure at all” on any
witnesses and simply wanted to notify the
sergeant that “impressions are subjective
and he should be careful”.
Johnston also talked about when he first
spoke to the accused after the allegations
emerged on February 5.
He said the officer smelt of alcohol but did
not have slurred speech and was steady on
his feet. The accused cop said he wanted to
contact a friend of his, who was a lawyer, but
was happy to answer questions, Johnston
said.
The trial is expected to conclude this
week.

HASTINGS — Seven people have
been found working without legal
working visas at Hope Orchard in
Hastings.
A proactive investigation into work
conditions by the Labour Inspectorate
and Immigration New Zealand into the
Hawke’s Bay orchard and two vegetable
farms in Pukekohe found employment
and immigration breaches.
Breaches were found at all three
locations which “alarmed” labour
inspectors and immigration officers.
Seven migrant workers in Hastings
and four in Pukekohe were found to be
working in breach of their visas.
The Labour Inspectorate is still
investigating the two contractors that
were found working on this orchard.
Two of the 11 workers were taken
into custody for deportation, eight were
issued warnings and one issued a
notice making him liable for deportation.
Labour Inspectorate Regional
Manager Kevin Finnegan said, “This is a
very disappointing outcome and shows
growers are failing due diligence on the
contractors they use for labour.
“This is a stark reminder to
contractors to ensure that all their
workers are legally able to work and, if
they are from overseas, that they have
their right visas,” Immigration New
Zealand’s General Manager, Verification
and Compliance, Stephen Vaughan, said.
In Pukekohe, a number of contractors
operating on the Fresh Grower Ltd
and Hira Bhana & Co Ltd farms had
no employment agreements with their
employees and were allegedly paying
them no more than $14.50 an hour in
cash.
One contractor had migrant
employees working illegally on visitors’
visas.
“This is a poor result, considering
the inspectorate has been working
extensively with the horticulture
sector to assist them with getting their
employment practices on an assured
and legal footing,” Finnegan said.
Enforcement action against the
employers is still being finalised.
MBIE is also leading a review to
reduce the exploitation of temporary
migrant workers. — Hawke’s Bay Today

Hospital opening delayed to repair earthquake restraints
GREYMOUTH — The
West Coast’s new hospital
opening has been delayed until
September after defects in its
non-structural earthquake
restraints were discovered.
Fletcher Building is having to
pull ceilings out of the new West
Coast hospital to fix earthquake
restraints.
It is the latest blow for a
project that is two years late in
opening, $20 million over budget
and the subject of a $31m
dispute between Fletcher and
the Health Ministry.
The District Health Board is
demanding the $90m building
be fixed, and quickly.
The ministry was supposed
to start handing over Te Nikau
Grey Hospital and Health
Centre in Greymouth to the
district health board last month.
“No, it’s not acceptable, I’m
completely frustrated by it,
I’m very frustrated by it,” West
Coast District Health Board
chairman Rick Barker said.
Air-conditioning units in the
ceilings had not been properly
restrained to withstand
earthquakes, and there might be
other seismic restraint defects
too, he said.

Hospitals have in the past
suffered huge damage to nonstructural components such as
plumbing, ceiling tiles and airconditioning, in earthquakes,
such as the magnitude 6.0
earthquake in California’s Napa
Valley in 2014.
Non-structural damage
disabled the BNZ Harbour
Quays building in Wellington in
the 2013 and 2016 quakes.
At the Greymouth project,
Fletcher Construction had only
alerted the DHB to the defects
in the last couple of weeks,
DHB deputy chairman Tony
Kokshoorn said.
“One part of the hospital is
not up to standard, seismically,”
Kokshoorn said.
Neither he nor the chairman
had been told the extent of the
defects, and were waiting for a
report from Fletcher.
Barker said he had only
recently been given the status
of an observer on a group of
officials overseeing the build.
“I’m not fully briefed on what
all of the issues are but I do
know there will be no handing
over of the hospital until all
of the earthquake issues are
remediated, and all of the

hospital is completely up to
standard and complies with all
of the earthquake requirements.
“I, and everybody who lives
on the West Coast, are very
well aware of the earthquake
situation, well aware, and we
are not going to tolerate the
building which isn’t fit for
purpose.”

‘

I do know there will be
no handing over of the
hospital until all of the
earthquake issues are
remediated.

’

—West Coast DHB
chairman Rick Barker
Kokshoorn said it would
now be September before the
hospital opened, with the
migration of patients and staff
and equipment out of the old,
quake-prone hospital — which
had been expected to begin in
February — not starting until
about June.
“Yes, it is alarming for us,”
Kokshoorn said.
“We are holding everyone to

account here.
“They are assessing the extent
of it right as we stand here now,
and we will then get a clear
picture on that over the next
week.
“It will be shortly because we
have kicked up about it, we’re
saying we need a full report, we
need to know.”
Barker has met with Fletcher
and the Health Ministry.
“My expectations are that
these issues will be fixed and
fixed fast, and fixed completely
. . . there will be no compromise
on that.”
The construction industry in
New Zealand has a long history
of not designing the right nonstructural seismic restraints, or
not installing them properly.
National Party West Coast
spokesperson Maureen Pugh
said many small and avoidable
mistakes had already caused big
disruptions.
“If some of this design work
has now put the building
itself below standard in terms
of some of that earthquake
strengthening, someone has got
some big questions to answer
now.”
She had heard about gib left

exposed to the rain, and the
roof being put on which blocked
a stairwell from being fitted,
and electricians ordered to put
100 plugs in the right place
according to the plans but the
wrong place according to being
able to work, she said.
Subcontractors had also told
her they had not been paid on
time — or at all — she said.
“The Ministry of Health, of
course, have driven this project
and they have been responsible
for the design.
“They are the ones that agreed
the shortlist of contractors who
could get into that, and that’s a
whole other story.
“But I can tell you the locals
with the competence to have
done that build are just rolling
their eyes now, going ‘I told you
so’.”
In a statement, Fletcher
Construction said it
was continuing to work
collaboratively with the Ministry
of Health on completing the
hospital in Greymouth as soon
as possible.
“We continue to pay our
subcontractors in accordance
with the terms of their
contracts,” it said. — RNZ
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Pinch on deposit rates

BUSINESS BRIEFS
Reminder from NZX regulator

WELLINGTON — NZX Regulation has reminded
listed companies that it has circuit-breakers at its
disposal to manage market volatility and can halt
trading to calm disorderly trading.
by Tamsyn Parker, NZ Herald
bottom of the market until it has been.
The stock market operator’s regulation arm said
“It can suddenly tick up and you have
its circuit-breakers apply at a financial product
AUCKLAND — Financial experts are
missed it.”
level rather than at a market level, with tiered
predicting deposit rates to fall further
Those who were uncertain were best to trigger points depending on the prevailing price
in the wake of the official cash rate cut
take a wait and see approach, Koh said.
of a security.
and say retirees shouldn’t expect to live
Hawes said people in KiwiSaver should “At this time, NZX has advised that it does not
off the interest on their savings for the
stay put unless they needed their money foresee any impact on infrastructure or workforce
foreseeable future.
out soon.
capacity that would disrupt full normal operations
The Reserve Bank cut the OCR to
“Anybody who needs their money
of New Zealand markets and there is no current
a record low 0.25 percent yesterday
this year should be moving it into a
proposal to amend any scheduled trading
Martin Hawes
Liz Koh
amid concerns about the spread of
conservative fund or a cash fund.”
sessions or undertake any other extraordinary
the coronavirus and its impact on the
He said everyone else should stay
measures such closing our markets,” it said
economy.
put and check their KiwiSaver provider
yesterday.
Banks have so far cut floating home
to the cost of borrowing.
was holding cash in readiness to take
Trading activity on the NZX has been elevated
loan interest rates and one, Westpac,
“But given globally interest rates are
advantage of buying opportunities.
since the outbreak emerged. NZX share market
has cut on-call deposit rates but its fixed coming down I think it is likely we will
“There will be an uptick. I think
metrics show the daily number of trades on the
home loan and term deposit rates remain see that.”
investors, as opposed to people with
cash market more than doubled to 30,043 in
unchanged.
Koh said now was the time to have
bank deposits, need to see this as an
February, from a year earlier. The average daily
However, financial adviser Martin
plenty of cash on hand.
opportunity.”
value rose to $190 million, up almost 20 percent.
Hawes said he expected term deposit
“Whatever your spending needs are for
Hawes said it may be months or years
That was up from 23,652 daily trades in January,
rates to be cut.
the next five years, try to have that in
before the market bounced back but
for an average value of $157 million.
“I think you can expect pressure on
the bank.”
it would bounce back, although it was
interest rates.”
Koh said the bank was not the place
impossible to predict when that would be. Staff told to work from home
He said those with term deposits
to invest but to keep money until you
“Nobody rings the bell at the bottom of
AUCKLAND — New Zealand staff at “big four”
coming up for maturation should keep
needed to spend it.
the market.”
accounting firm EY have been told to work
their money in the bank.
She said it didn’t matter what interest
Koh said those who were concerned
from home for two weeks from tomorrow as
“I know they will get very low interest
rates people were being paid and those
about their investments should revisit
professional services firms adapt their workforces
rates but the money will be safe there.”
who were retired needed to realise they
their asset allocation to make sure they
to meet covid-19 restrictions.
And he urged those with money
could not live off bank interest.
were comfortable with it. She said people
While the accounting giant has no confirmed
waiting to invest to wait on the sidelines
“If you need income you should use
should make sure their investments were cases of covid-19, it said from Monday it had
for now and leave the money in the bank. your capital to provide cashflow. When
well diversified and covered all asset
encouraged staff to work flexibly, and from
Hawes said he was not worried about
in retirement you need to drop the
types. They should aim to own a range of tomorrow its 1000 staff must work remotely.
the banks at the moment although they
distinction between income and capital.
investments within an asset class too.
The company has offices in Auckland,
could come under pressure in the future
You have got to use the money some time.
They should also check their
Christchurch and Wellington and had already
from corporates that default on their
Put it in the bank and use it up,” she
investment against the timeframe in
banned all international travel and non-essential
loans.
said.
which they need the money. Investments domestic travel.
“If some corporates started to default
She said people had to get used to the
in a growth fund should be for 10 years
KPMG isn’t forcing staff to work from home
that could have wider ramifications, but
idea that bank interest was not a way of
plus while a balanced fund should be five but said it has a flexible working policy in place
we don’t have that at the moment.”
providing an income in retirement. “That years plus, she said.
and has a crisis management team meeting on a
Retirees living off interest from term
message needs to be loud and clear.”
And thirdly, she said, investors should daily basis to “ensure our measures are adapting
deposits would either have to eat into
For those who had other funds above
rebalance their portfolios by buying low
to and meeting the evolving situation and
their capital or cut back on costs, he said. cash in the bank they needed to take a
and selling high where possible.
requirements.”
“It won’t be easy for some people.” But
long-term view, Koh said.
Koh urged anybody looking to borrow
PwC staff need executive team sign-off to travel
he said at least retirees had New Zealand
They could either take a wait and
to buy a house to hit the pause button.
domestically, and the firm has also suspended
Superannuation to fall back on.
see approach or drip feed it into the
“We are in unknown territory at the
international travel. It also said it has introduced
Liz Koh, principal of financial advice
market to take advantage of dollar cost
moment,” she said. “Don’t do anything
additional cleaning measures.
firm Money Max, said the official cash
averaging.
drastic.”
Law firm Simpson Grierson stopped
rate was only one factor in setting term
“While it’s nice to think you might get
And those worried should seek
international business travel earlier in March
deposit interest rates. It was also linked
a bargain, you never know if it is the
financial advice.
and has stopped all non-essential domestic
travel. It has also cancelled all in-person events
and seminars but said it would still hold work
meetings with clients.
Chapman Tripp said only essential business
travel, being client-related or driven by essential
THE Reserve Bank Governor Adrian Orr told
other tools rather than just the interest rate tool.
The Government is preparing for its biggest
firm requirements such as IT, is permitted and has
Newstalk ZB’s Mike Hosking the central bank had
Orr acknowledged this had come as a “shock” day of the crisis so far, with plans to unveil a
cancelled all international travel.
been preparing to have to put “unusual” actions
to some, including banks.
multi-billion-dollar rescue plan to save jobs and
Fieldays postponed
into practice in response to coronavirus.
On today’s expected economic announcement businesses.
Yesterday the Reserve Bank cut the Official
from the Government, to help Kiwis during this
In a surprise move yesterday, the central bank
AUCKLAND — New Zealand’s National Fieldays
Cash Rate to a record low 0.25 per cent in light of time, he said: “It will be both targeted and it
cut New Zealand’s OCR to 0.25 per cent — an
— billed as the largest agricultural event in the
the pandemic.
will be very broad-based. It’s quite a complex
all-time low — that will be in place for the next 12 southern hemisphere — won’t be going ahead in
He said they had made it very clear that they
combination, which is very impressive given the months.
June due to the Covid-19 outbreak.
would keep the OCR the same for at least 12
short time period.
The move was designed to free up Kiwis’
Peter Nation, chief executive officer of the
months to generate certainty.
“It’s a very comprehensive package and I’ll
spending and stimulate the economy.
New Zealand National Fieldays Society, said
“We don’t want to have a negative interest
leave it there for the Finance Minister to unveil.”
All the major banks reduced their interest rates the decision to postpone the Fieldays event
rate and we’ve made that clear to the banks as
Asked how he felt about the situation — on a
after yesterday’s announcement.
scheduled for June 10-13 came after Prime
well. Some banks are just not operationally ready scale of 1 to 10, the latter being “freaking out” —
Orr urged all New Zealanders to talk to their
Minister Jacinda Ardern said the government was
but we’ve got other tools that we think are more
Orr rated himself as being on a six.
banks – “this is the time to over-communicate”.
banning all gatherings of more than 500 people.
effective if we needed to have further easing at
“I would be six because the systems are
The Bank governor told reporters that these
and requiring the cancellation of events such as
some point.”
working, it’s a tough time, empathy for everyone
were “unusual” times for the New Zealand
festivals, fairs, sporting and cultural events.
He said the real challenge would be using
involved — but far from a 10,” he said.
economy. — NZ Herald
— Business Desk

Retirees advised to start using capital or cut costs

‘Unusual times’ for NZ economy

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY
WELLINGTON — New Zealand shares fell as
investors reacted to new requirements that all
travellers entering the country self-isolate for 14
days.
The S&P/NZX fell 349.92 points, or 3.6 percent,
to 9,476.94. Within the index, 41 stocks fell, two
were unchanged and seven fell. Turnover was
$223.5 million.
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern announced the
travel restriction on Saturday, describing it as the
strictest in the world, as the government tries to
flatten the rate of covid-19 outbreak.
This morning the Reserve Bank slashed
the official cash rate by 75 basis points to a
record low 0.25 percent, in an effort to offset the
negative economic impact of efforts to slow the
virus.
Craigs Investment Partners adviser Peter
McIntyre said as the virus escalates in the United
Kingdom and the United States, investors were
increasingly changing risk profiles and moving

into cash as bond markets begin pricing in a
recession.
“It seems like the gate has been open and a
few sheep were getting out, but now it seems
like half the flock is wanting to leave,” he said.
A strong lead from Wall Street, which saw
benchmark indices close more than 9 percent
higher, was outweighed by the travel restrictions
effectively closing the border to non-residents.
“Anything tourism-related, whether in airlines
or entertainment or hospitality, it has just been
hammered both here and in Australia,” McIntyre
said.
Tourism Holdings led the market lower, falling
31.8 percent to $1.33. The stock has lost more
than half its value since January.
“It has been on a downward trajectory for
the last six months,” McIntyre said. “Earnings
downgrades were the first cause of share price
reaction on the downside, but now obviously
Covid-19 has had a more material impact.”

Air New Zealand, which is in a trading halt,
announced it would slash its international longhaul service by 85 percent over coming months
and has already started to identify a wave of
redundancies to reduce its cost base.
Auckland International Airport has suspended
both its earnings and capital expenditure
guidance for the current financial year. Its share
price fell 20.9 percent to $5.22 with 7.9 million
shares trading hands.
McIntyre said retirement village operators had
been hit hard on concerns residents were more
at risk of Covid-19.
“Even though we’ve only had eight cases
reported, there is a lot risk being moved off the
table here,” he said.
Oceania Healthcare fell 16.3 percent to 67
cents with 9.5 million shares traded. Summerset
Group Holdings fell 13.4 percent to $4.91, Arvida
Group declined 9.2 percent to $1.19, Ryman
Healthcare decreased 7.3 percent to $10.85.
Lender Westpac Banking Corp fell 0.1 percent
to $16.98 and Australia and New Zealand
Banking Group slipped 1.6 percent to $17.22.

The dual-listed banking stocks climbed more
than 7 percent in early trading but fell again
when the Australian market opened weaker. The
S&P/ASX 200 was trading down 7.6 percent at
local market close.
Wellington Drive Technologies fell 6.5 percent
to 13 cents after it said its supply chain is still
being affected by the outbreak, and that firstquarter revenue was below expectations.
Good Spirits Hospitality also withdrew its
earnings guidance on the restrictions, saying the
impact was going to be bigger than anticipated.
The shares dropped 2.9 percent to 13.6 cents.
Probiotics maker Blis Technologies rose 26.5
percent to 6.2 cents. The firm upgraded revenue
and earnings guidance for the March year on the
back of strong demand for its products.
Fisher & Paykel Healthcare gained 9.1 percent
to $25.20 on a volume of a million shares, and
Spark New Zealand rose 1.2 percent to $4.15 with
4.3 million shares traded. The two stocks make
up 15 percent of the NZX50, protecting the local
index from the more dramatic falls seen across
the Tasman. — BusinessDesk
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Dealing with novel
economic crisis
Central banks have been slashing
interest rates at a pace not seen
since the global financial crisis of
2007-09, but the markets have
hardly paused in their declines.
There is an uneasy feeling rate
cuts will have limited effect against
the shock downturn a coronavirus
pandemic and related health
protection measures are plunging
the world into. That is in part
because rates were so low still that
there is very limited room to further
stimulate economies this way.
The Economist newspaper points
out that market tension also stems
from the peculiarity of the shock
that the global economy faces —
one that involves demand, supply
and confidence effects.
“The duration of the disruption
mainly depends on the severity of
the outbreak and the public health
measures undertaken to contain
it. Given those uncertainties,
policymakers know that while
interest-rate cuts are an option,
they also need fiscal and financial
measures to help businesses and
individuals withstand a temporary
but excruciating cash crunch.”
This is where New Zealand is
at now, with the Reserve Bank
announcements yesterday —
including a cut in the official cash
rate to 0.25 percent and the
shelving of a plan to make our
banks hold more capital, which
it estimates will give them scope
to lend up to $47 billion more
than would otherwise have been
the case; and the Government’s
economic package being announced
this afternoon, the focus of which
will be keeping New Zealanders in
work. The RBNZ is also standing
ready to pump cash into our
economy, if required, by buying up
New Zealand government bonds.
This is not a standard economic
downturn, where putting money in
the hands of all consumers will lead
to more spending; normal economic
activity will only resume once the
global outbreaks run their course,
and as long as there hasn’t been
too much damage wrought.
So central banks and finance
ministries are targeting support at
businesses and workers. As the
Economist says, these measures
fall into three broad categories:
ensuring that credit flows smoothly
through banks and money markets;
help for affected companies to
bear fixed costs such as rent and
tax bills; and measures to protect
workers by subsidising wage costs.
New Zealand is in the fortunate
position of not having community
transmission of the virus yet, which
has bought valuable time to prepare.
The economic disruption is very
much upon us though.

UK ‘roulette’ horrifies most experts
for the virus in question, and even those without
immunity are fairly safe so long as their numbers
“I MUST level with the British
stay low. So this is Johnson’s cunning plan.
public: many more families
Let the coronavirus spread until around 60
are going to lose their loved
percent of the population has acquired and
ones before their time.” Prime
survived it. Then the dreaded “second wave”
Minister Boris Johnson, March
of the epidemic will not happen, because herd
11, 2020.
immunity will protect everybody. Alas, there are a
“Just stay calm. It will go
few flaws in this plan.
away.” President Donald Trump, March 10, 2020.
Sixty percent of the British population is about
The contrast between the two major populist
40 million people. Only 0.2 percent of adults
leaders of the English-speaking world could not
under 40 who contract Covid-19 die from it (and
have been greater. Trump, who spent two months those under 10 don’t get sick at all). The death
dismissing the Covid-19 virus as a “hoax” cooked rate goes up steeply for older age groups, but
up by his opponents to crash the market and
even for those in their 60s it’s only 3.6 percent.
scupper his re-election chances, finally did an
So for all the under-70s it’s only — hang on a
about-face on March 13 and declared a “National minute, that’s 445,000 deaths. More than British
Emergency”. But on Sunday he was still
military deaths in World War Two.
fantasising that “we have tremendous control”
That’s assuming that Britain’s National Health
over the virus.
Service (NHS) can give intensive care to all the
Johnson, on the other hand, assumed a
severe cases of Covid-19. If the UK follows the
grave manner as he delivered the bad news. It’s
pattern in China, around one in five coronavirus
serious, many people will die, but we do have a
patients will need intensive care to recover. One
plan. The problem is that the plan may kill a great in five of 40 million people is eight million.
many Britons for nothing if he is wrong — which
The number of beds in intensive care units
most experts think he is.
(ICUs) in British hospitals is 4300. Maybe the NHS
“When I heard about Britain’s ‘herd immunity’
can improvise 10,000 more, but it still wouldn’t go
coronavirus plan, I thought it was satire,”
far if up to 8 million severely ill patients need ICU
epidemiologist William Hanage of Harvard
beds this year, each for weeks at a time. Many
University told the Guardian on Sunday. But it is
more than 445,000 would die. The whole scheme
deadly serious. Johnson, unlike Trump, listens to is lunacy — and we still haven’t got to the plan
scientists, but the ones he listens to most, chief
for the over-70s.
scientific adviser Sir Patrick Vallance and chief
The death rate from Covid-19 for people in
medical adviser Chris Whitty, have a plan that
their 70s is 8 percent. For 80 and over, it’s at
most other experts think is crazy.
least 15 percent. So while everybody under 70
“Herd immunity” occurs when a large majority takes their chances with the virus, all those over
of the community has acquired immunity to a
70 must self-isolate for four months. Those who
disease. That breaks the chain of transmission
venture out can be fined up to £1000 or jailed.

by Gwynne Dyer

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

Thank you Kiwis . . .
This week I am in Australia
observing lessons in a
secondary school as part of my
work.
The town is a similar
size to Gisborne. It has a
similar demographic in terms
of indigenous and white
Australians, Asian and Indian
nationalities. They have
recently survived the most
atrocious bushfires. The place
is a bit scorched!
The school has some
indigenous students but
mostly white or Asian
Australians.
In one class the topic was
sustainability and a young
indigenous lad piped up
(bravely it turned out) to
note that his people had
been caring for the land for
thousands of years. At this
comment, a whole table of
white lads snorted loudly
and began mocking him. The
teacher didn’t even bat an
eyelid!
This moment was absolutely
jarring to me. I haven’t seen
such blatant racism from

children in years and years.
It made me realise, that
despite all, at least we Kiwis
know now that it is totally
inappropriate to be overtly
racist.
Do we have work to do to
make sure our Maori tamariki
are completely culturally safe
at school? Of course!
But watching that brave
boy speak his truth in class
and be totally mocked for his
words, his race and his culture
is something I doubt we Kiwis
would tolerate any more.
I squeezed his shoulder as
I left the room and told him
he was spot on! I couldn’t help
myself.
Tomorrow, I will be coaching
that teacher and I will be
asking her to reflect on that
episode. I wonder what she
will say?
We have come so far New
Zealand. Keep tolerating
and accepting diversity, and
let’s treat each other with
unconditional positive regard.
Especially now.
LARA MEYER

‘Panic buying’ like theft
Re: ‘Shop normally’ the
advice for customers, March 7
story.
I see “panic buying” has
been a feature for some
supermarket items.
Anyone who takes more
than they would normally buy/
need is stealing from the rest
of their community!
Take this scenario: A
customer enters the toilet
roll aisle and takes as much
as can be loaded on to the
trolley, goes to the baked
beans/spaghetti aisle and
crams in as many tins as they
can, checks out and leaves.
Meanwhile a customer in for
their weekly shop, and only
wanting a four-pack toilet roll

■
■
■
■

and a can each of beans and
spaghetti finds the shelves
empty of these items. The
first customer, only thinking
of themselves, has deprived a
“genuine” shopper of the goods
they would normally buy most
weeks.
If you have taken more than
your fair share in the past
couple of weeks I urge you to
think again and never repeat
your actions. We always have
“emergency” items at home
that we have collected over
many months, never having
bought up a large quantity
on any one day. It’s easy, we
should all do the same.
PHIL HUNT, Picton

Menus vary Tweet with
soap photo
Re: Hot lunches going down
a treat, March 16 story.
In reply to a menu query
online . . .
The menus vary, from
chicken and ham salad,
nachos, mac’n’cheese, butter
chicken, shepherd’s pie . . .
so far there has been a good
variety of food for the kids.
JM

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz
■

Now, it’s possible that Johnson’s advisers are
right and everybody else is wrong. Maybe there is
a devastating “second wave” coming next winter,
and this bizarre plan is the only way to stop it.
But we don’t even know if Covid-19 will have a
second wave. There wasn’t with Sars, a similar
coronavirus. As William Hanage said, “vulnerable
people should not be exposed to a virus right
now in the service of a hypothetical future”.
Elsewhere, there’s a dramatic fall in the
number of new infections in Asian countries
that started testing, contact tracing and social
distancing early on. China has had 81,000 cases,
but on Monday reported only seven new cases.
No official will say this aloud, but Britain is
deliberately neglecting all that and letting the
infections rip.
Testing, contact tracing and social distancing
may turn out to be ineffective: infections may
pick up again in other countries when the rules
are finally relaxed. (Two-hundred-and-eighty
million Chinese went back to work on Monday
after two months of lockdown). But that strategy
is certainly worth a try, whereas Johnson, in
the words of Richard Horton, editor-in-chief of
leading British medical journal The Lancet, is
“playing roulette with the public”.
Why is he doing it? Perhaps it’s just arrogance
(aka the “Brexit spirit”): Britain knows best,
and should always steer its own course. But
he probably just prefers a policy that does not
cripple the economy, and doesn’t understand the
implications.
So not all that much difference between the
mini-Trump and the real thing after all. And
the “herd immunity” nonsense probably won’t
last long once the British public realises what
Johnson’s government is actually planning.

The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
Always include full name and contact details.
If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

@GDC_updates, @
gisbornenews, @RehetteS
Botanicals, Derby and Peel
first. Can I set up a donation
box at the GDC foyer or
counter please?
CONOR JEORY
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COVID-19 BRIEFS

Lockdowns,
stocks down

Cuba welomes cruise ship

Covid-19 brings world to a halt
AP picture

MADRID — The global battle to
contain the coronavirus breached a
new level of urgency on Monday, as
governments locked down borders,
millions of workers, students and
worshipoers were ordered to stay
home, and pleas went out to funnel
masks and ventilators to places
struggling with soaring caseloads.
The shifting fronts in the battle
were made clear by figures showing
that cases outside China — where
the virus originated — surpassed
those inside its borders for the first
time. In Spain’s capital, a surge in
the number of patients raised fears
that the crisis is spreading.
On Wall Street, financial markets
plunged by more than 8 percent,
surpassing drops in Asia and
Europe, as worried investors
struggled to estimate the outbreak’s
rippling economic fallout.
Spain officially became the
fourth-most infected country in the
world, surpassing South Korea as
its arc of contagion curved higher.
Countries including Canada,
Switzerland, Germany and Spain
announced sharp new restrictions
on the movement of people across
their borders.
“We have a window of time at
the moment to slow the spread
of the virus,” said Ulrike Demmer,
a spokeswoman for Germany’s
government, which reversed its
earlier insistence that border
controls would not work. It imposed
new limits on crossings with France,
Austria, Switzerland, Denmark and
Luxembourg, after cases of the
virus increased by more than 1000
over 24 hours.

US moves nearer to shutdown
Officials across the country
curtailed many elements of
American life to fight the
coronavirus outbreak on Sunday,
with health officials recommending
that groups of 50 or more don’t get
together and a government expert
saying a 14-day national shutdown
may be needed.
Governors and mayors closed
restaurants, bars, and schools as
the nation sank deeper into chaos.
Travellers returning home from
abroad were stuck in line for hours
at major airports for screenings,
crammed into just the kind of
crowded spaces that public health
officials have urged people to avoid.
In a sign of impending economic
gloom, the Federal Reserve slashed
its benchmark interest rate to
near zero. President Donald Trump
sought to calm a jittery nation
by declaring the government has
“tremendous control” over the
situation and urging people to stop
the panic buying of grocery staples
that has depleted store shelves
nationwide. Gun stores started
seeing a similar run on weapons
and ammunition as the panic
intensified.
As Americans struggled with

changing their daily habits, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention issued a dramatic
recommendation: Because large
events can fuel the spread of the
disease, it said gatherings of 50
people or more should be cancelled
or postponed throughout the
country for the next eight weeks.
It added that, at any event, people
should take proper precautions,
including handwashing and keeping
one’s distance.
Even before the warning, parts
of the country already look like
ghost towns, and others are about
to follow as theme parks closed,
beaches shooed away spring
breakers and states and large
cities ordered bars and restaurants
shuttered. The death toll in the
United States climbed to 64, while
infections passed 3700.

services and told people to cancel
any domestic or foreign holiday
travel. Schools across the country
have already been shut.
In the UK, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson did not announce
compulsory restrictions but urged
people to avoid pubs and clubs and
refrain from non-essential travel or
having contact with others.
In a televised evening address,
President Macron ordered people
to stay at home and only go out
for essential duties. He said the
previous measures, including
the closing of schools, cafes and
non-essential shops, had proved
insufficient.
The restrictions will be in place
for at least 15 days, Mr Macron
added, vowing to punish any
infringement. He also said the army
would be used to help transport the
sick to hospital and that the second
Europe expands lockdown
round of local elections due this
weekend was being postponed.
European Commission President
The country will close its
Ursula von der Leyen sugggested a land borders from midday (11:00
30-day ban on people entering the
GMT) on Tuesday, when the EU’s
bloc for non-essential travel reasons external borders and the Shenghen
in an effort to curb the spread of the
virus.
“The less travel, the more we
can contain the virus,” she said in a
video message.
Von der Leyen said people with
long-term EU residency or who
are family members of European
citizens, plus diplomats, doctors
and health care workers could be
exempted from the ban. Transport
workers could also be exempt to
help keep goods flowing.
The measure would be a step
up from national border controls
imposed by numerous EU member
states including Italy, Spain and
Germany.
Among the most drastic
FIGHTING COVID-19:
measures, the Swiss city-state of
Firemen spray disinfectants
Geneva banned gatherings of more
outside a public market in
than five people, though exceptions
Manila, Philippines.
were made for business meetings
Ap picture
that followed public health rules.
Switzerland’s government declared
a state of emergency, ordering
borderless zone will also be shut,
shops, restaurants, bars and other
Mr Macron said.
facilities to be shut down. The
Under a proposal announced by
measures exclude health-care
the European Commission earlier,
operations as well as supermarkets, non-essential foreign travel would
but also include entertainment
be banned for 30 days. Long-term
and leisure facilities, which will be
residents, family members of EU
closed until April 19.
nationals and diplomats would be
Germany and France have
exempt as well as cross-border
imposed stringent new measures
and healthcare workers and people
to limit social contact as countries
transporting goods.
across Europe try to stem the
Chancellor Merkel announced
spread of the coronavirus.
that venues including clubs,
French President Emmanuel
bars, leisure facilities, zoos and
Macron announced an enforced
playgrounds would be closed.
lockdown, a step similar to curbs
Restaurants will have to enforce a
imposed by Italy and Spain, saying: minimum distance between tables
“We’re in a health war”. Mr Macron
and work under restricted hours.
also said the European Union’s
Germany now has close to 7000
external borders would be closed to confirmed cases of coronavirus,
travellers from Tuesday.
and 14 deaths. Large gatherings
In Germany, most non-grocery
nationwide had already been
shops and venues have been
banned.
ordered to shut. Chancellor Angela
Traffic crossing Germany’s
Merkel also banned religious
borders with France, Austria,

Switzerland and Luxembourg is
now restricted to goods and people
commuting for work. Only the
borders with the Netherlands and
Belgium are as yet unaffected.

Other countries under
lockdown, tightens border
Malaysia’s leader announced a
drastic two-week lockdown, with
travel in and out of the country
banned and only essential services
allowed to remain open. Malaysia
reported a sharp spike of 315 new
cases in the last two days to raise
its total to 553.
India further tightened its borders,
while Greenland and Somalia
reported their first confirmed cases
of COVID-19. Ireland ordered all
pubs and bars to close for two
weeks — including on Tuesday, St.
Patrick’s Day. A German medical
adviser urged people not to hold
“corona parties” at home amid a
shutdown of bars and clubs.
In the Croatian capital, Zagreb,
the public company in charge of
the city’s cemeteries told people

HAVANA — A British cruise ship that was
turned away from several Caribbean ports after
passengers fell ill with novel coronavirus is
scheduled to dock in Cuba Tuesday after the
island agreed to help transfer those aboard
to planes bound for the United Kingdom. The
Cuban government said it had decided to allow
the Braemar to dock in the port of Mariel, about
35 miles west of the capital, “due to the urgency
of the situation and the risk to the lives of sick
people.” Fred. Olsen Cruises said that the ship
had 22 passengers and 21 crew members in
isolation after displaying flu-like symptoms
and five aboard who tested positive for the new
coronavirus. The ship with more than 1000 people
aboard has been turned away from ports in
Curacao and Barbados in recent weeks, leading
to an intense search for a way to get its mostly
British passengers and its crew home. — AP

Virus screening website
SAN FRANCISCO — Google sister company Verily
has launched a website to screen people who
think they might have COVID-19 and point them
to testing sites. But you probably can’t use it to
get tested quite yet. Verily, a health tech company
owned by Google parent Alphabet, launched the
screening tool on Sunday night for those that
live in or near Santa Clara County and San Mateo
County south of San Francisco. As of Monday
morning, the screening form said it was “unable
to schedule more appointments at this time.”
Verily doesn’t appear to do the testing itself,
but will connect users with testing facilities in
partnership with the state of California. — AP

Hand washing reminder
LONDON — Coronation Street and Emmerdale
will “remind people of important public health
issues” like hand-washing as the coronavirus
pandemic continues to grow. The TV soaps will
“try and do more such messages going forward”,
ITV said. Their filming schedules have not been
disrupted by coronavirus, but a growing number
of TV shows and movies have halted or changed
their plans. In the episode of Coronation Street,
viewers will see Geoff ask Yasmeen if she sang
happy birthday twice while washing her hands
— but that scene was coincidentally written
last year and filmed in January, and is not a
direct reference to coronavirus. Speaking about
Coronation Street and Emmerdale, ITV Studios
creative director John Whiston said: “Because
we script and shoot so far in advance we don’t
generally reflect contemporary issues. “However
we are going to use the soaps to remind people
of important public health issues such as the
need to wash their hands. We’ll try and do more
such messages going forward.” — BBC

US to test first vaccine

to bury their loved ones only in
the presence of closest relatives
to avoid the spread of the new
coronavirus.
Turkey’s highest religious
authorities suspended Friday
prayers in tens of thousands of
mosques across the country.
Italy reported another jump in
infections Monday, up more than
3000 to 27,980. With 2158 deaths —
including 349 more in just the last
24 hours — Italy now accounts for
well over a quarter of the global
death toll.
Cases, however, slowed in
Lombardy, the hardest-hit region.
The Italian government on
Monday approved 25 billion euros
($27.8 billion) in emergency aid
to help families, workers and
employers confront the coronavirus
emergency and activate lines of
credit for another 350 billion euros.
— AP/BBC

SEATTLE — The first human trial of a vaccine to
protect against pandemic coronavirus is starting
in the US later on Monday, according to reports.
A group of 45 healthy volunteers will have the
jab, at the Kaiser Permanente research facility, in
Seattle. The vaccine cannot cause Covid-19 but
contains a harmless genetic code copied from the
virus that causes the disease. Experts say it will
still take many months to know if this vaccine,
or others also in research, will work. Scientists
around the world are fast-tracking research. And
this first human trial, funded by the National
Institutes of Health, sidesteps a check that would
normally be conducted - making sure the vaccine
can trigger an immune response in animals. But
the biotechnology company behind the work,
Moderna Therapeutics, says the vaccine has been
made using a tried and tested process. Dr John
Tregoning, an expert in infectious diseases at
Imperial College London, UK, said: “This vaccine
uses pre-existing technology. “It’s been made to a
very high standard, using things that we know are
safe to use in people and those taking part in the
trial will be very closely monitored.” — BBC

Evacuating volunteers
WASHINGTON — The Peace Corps is telling its
volunteers around the world that it is suspending
all operations globally and evacuating all
volunteers in light of the spread of the new
coronavirus. In an open letter to volunteers
posted Sunday on its website, the federal
agency’s director, Jody Olsen, says the decision
follows recent evacuations in China and Mongolia
due to the outbreak. Olsen says that with
evacuations now underway at other posts and
travel becoming more challenging by the day, the
agency decided to expand the suspension and
evacuations. — AP
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Biden’s pragmatism shines BRIEFS
in virus-centred debate

Man sentenced to death

NEW YORK — As he campaigns for
visions of leadership to an anxious nation.
president, Joe Biden’s moderate approach
Biden and Sanders faced each other
to governing often fails to excite his
from lecterns strategically placed
party’s most passionate voters. But on
1.83 metre apart in line with the
the debate stage, as the nation wrestled
recommendations of health experts. A live
with the consequences of a frightening
audience was barred from attending. They
pandemic, Biden’s pragmatism broke
did not shake hands. The dynamic was far
through in ways that affirmed why he
different from the forums of six or more
has become the front-runner for the
candidates. It was a moment seemingly
Democratic nomination.
made for someone with extensive
The former two-term vice president
governing experience. And if nothing else,
and longtime senator, who has spent the
Biden has that.
last four decades as a Washington insider,
He leaned hard on his experience as
faced off Sunday night against Sen.
vice president, and how he worked in
Bernie Sanders and his call for a political other times of national crisis, something
revolution in the first one-on-one debate
that Sanders simply could not do.
of the Democratic Party’s 2020 primary
Demonstrating a command of the tools
season. It was Biden’s first chance to
available to the federal government in
show how he might be seen in a faceoff
crises, Biden said he would mobilise the
with President Donald
military to strengthen
Trump. He was crisper
the healthcare system’s
in his answers than he
capacity in the short
had been in forums with
term. He repeatedly cited
multiple candidates, and
his experience in the
he was more focused when
White House Situation
framing his differences
Room, where the Obama
with Sanders, who used
administration contained
the evening as perhaps a
an Ebola threat and
last, best shot at slowing
helped avoid a global
Biden’s march. But in the
economic collapse.
midst of an escalating
“People are looking for
global health threat, it was
This is a crisis. We’re results, not a revolution,”
much more than that.
Biden charged, repeating
at war with a virus.
With the nation focused
a familiar attack against
—Joe Biden Sanders that seemed
on the coronavirus
outbreak rather than
to carry new weight as
traditions like Selection
millions of home-bound
Sunday for the NCAA basketball
Americans watched. He added: “We have
tournament, the debate provided a
problems we need to solve now.”
national moment for Americans to more
The stakes had never been higher for
closely consider the final two men who
Sanders, who is undoubtedly on the path
want to be the alternative to Trump in
to losing the presidential nomination
November.
for a second consecutive campaign. The
They offered dramatically different
Vermont senator has fallen behind Biden

‘

’

in the delegate hunt, and he’s bracing for
another bad primary night on Tuesday
when Arizona, Florida, Illinois and Ohio
weigh in.
Sanders, an experienced debater by
now, outlined his own plan for combating
the coronavirus, which included a call to
increase the number of ventilators and
intensive care units at hospitals. But he
also did what he has done for his long
political career: He pivoted to his broader
concerns about the nation’s healthcare
and economic systems and tried to frame
the current crisis as further proof of the
need for his signature “Medicare for All”
plan. His consistency is often his strength,
yet in an election transformed by an
unexpected pandemic, that consistency
has its limits. Discussing the ongoing
health threat, Sanders declared: “It is
time to ask the question of where the
power is in America. Who owns the
media? Who owns the economy?”
Yet many voters are focused on the
immediate health and safety of their
loved ones. And they’re looking to political
leaders for reassurance and decisive
action. For his part, Biden showed flashes
of the fighting spirit that signalled his
presidential mettle when he sought
the White House the first time, more
than 30 years ago. He put Sanders on
the defensive repeatedly, including for
favourable comments the senator had
made about authoritarian regimes in
Cuba and other Latin American countries.
And he defiantly beat back attacks
against his own record on the 2008
economic bailout, his support for the Iraq
War and his past willingness to cut Social
Security as part of a deficit-reduction
package.
“This is a crisis,” Biden said. “We’re at
war with a virus.” — AP

YOKOHAMA — A Japanese man has been
sentenced to death for a stabbing rampage in
2016 which resulted in the death of 19 disabled
people at a care home. Satoshi Uematsu said
people with disabilities who were unable to
communicate well had no human rights, said
broadcaster Kyodo. The 30-year old had once
worked in the care facility, located near Tokyo.
In an earlier interview with Japan’s Mainichi
Shimbun newspaper, Uematsu had said there
was “no point in living” for people with mental
disabilities and that he “had to do it for the
sake of society”. The Yokohama District Court
on Monday ordered him to death by hanging.
Uematsu previously said he did not plan to appeal
against any verdict or sentence. — BBC

Man kidnapped for ransom
SYDNEY — A 58-year-old man was kidnapped
from a northwest Sydney home and held for
ransom before he turned up two days later at a
hospital, police say. A fake pizza delivery man
entered the Dundas Valley home on the night of
February 9, before he was joined by three others
who assaulted the man. Police said the victim was
knocked out and taken away in a vehicle, before
he turned up at Liverpool Hospital on February
11 with injuries, including face and leg fractures.
Investigators were told a sum of money was paid
for the man’s release. Detectives have released
CCTV footage of four men wanted over the
kidnapping and a stolen BMW that was found at
Beverly Hills on February 10. — AAP

New allegations on killings
CANBERRA — Defence Minister Linda Reynolds
says she is deeply disturbed after new allegations
emerged that Australian special forces soldiers
killed unarmed Afghans. ABC Four Corners has
aired footage from a helmet camera showing an
Australian soldier shooting dead an apparently
unarmed Afghan man in a field in May 2012. A
former SAS soldier has also told he saw three
incidents of alleged murder. Afghan villagers
provided details as well, saying an SAS squadron
raided the village of Sola in Uruzgan province
on August 31, 2012, days after a rogue Afghan
soldier killed three Australian troops. — AAP

Syrians in Idlib fear end nearing
IDLIB — “There’s nothing now. Nothing at all,”
said Yasser Aboud, as he looked away from his
family’s few remaining belongings, dumped on
the floor of the bare single room that would now
be their home in the northwest Syrian city of
Idlib.
It was a far cry from the house, the farm, and
the job that he, his wife and three children left
behind two months ago, fleeing their hometown
just 15 kilometres down the road as it was
overwhelmed by Syrian government troops in
furious fighting. He managed to salvage some
jerrycans of olives, a few rugs, cushions and
pots and pans, and his motorbike. They sold their
washing machine and some of his wife’s gold.
Now they were moving into an apartment in a
district full of buildings shattered by government
bombardment. He and his wife and three kids
will share the place with over a dozen relatives.
They’re jobless in a city teeming with thousands
of others displaced like them — and they are
hardly out of danger.
The city of Idlib is the last urban area still
under opposition control in Syria, located in
a shrinking rebel enclave in the northwestern
province of the same name. Syria’s civil war,
which entered its 10th year on Monday, has
shrunk in geographical scope — focusing on
this tiny corner of the country — but the misery
wreaked by the conflict has not diminished.
A bloodier and possibly more disastrous
phase is on the horizon if government forces,
backed by Russia and Iran, go ahead with threats
to recapture Idlib city and the remaining rebelheld north, crammed with over 3 million people.
Over the past three months, government
troops recaptured nearly half of Idlib province
and surrounding areas, forcing nearly 1 million
to flee their homes, around half of them into
other parts of the province, including Idlib city.
During the advances, government forces neared
Idlib city outskirts, bombing parts and sending
thousands fleeing north.
“I feel everything has ended, and this is a final
migration, not displacement,” Aboud said. “I feel
let down by the world.”

hometown of Saraqeb “not fearing death but
fearing to be under the rule of Assad again.”
Mustafa Berro, a commander of a Turkeybacked rebel faction from Aleppo that has now
LIVING IN FEAR:
sent forces to Idlib, said his fighters have not lost
Women walk in
faith.
a neighbourhood
The massive displacement of past weeks
heavily damaged by has strained international aid deliveries into
airstrikes in Idlib,
the enclave, where 1.5 million receive food
Syria. Idlib city
assistance.
is the last urban
In January alone, 1227 trucks were sent
area still under
across the border from Turkey, the largest number
opposition control
in seven years of cross-border operations, said
in Syria, located
UN Assistant Secretary of State Kevin Kennedy,
in a shrinking
who is also regional humanitarian coordinator
rebel enclave in
for Syria.
the northwestern
The ceasefire has allowed deliveries to
province of the
increase, but Kennedy warned that resumption
same name. Syria’s of hostilities in the densely populated urban area
civil war, which
would mean more displacement. “The needs
entered its 10th year are so enormous, the gaps will always be there
on Monday, March
unfortunately,” he said.
15, 2020, has shrunk
At Idlib’s Central Hospital, Abdullah Al Hassan
in geographical
lay in a bed in excruciating pain. He lost both
scope.
AP picture legs last week when he went back to his village,
Afes, to inspect the home he had fled and
Though government airstrikes have hit it
bearing the names of
stepped on a mine planted in the house. His hand
regularly, the city has suffered far less violence
different cities and towns in Syria — a testimony was also bandaged and his face full of cuts.
than other places since 2015, when rebels seized and a token to the homes they left behind.
In the centre of Idlib city, nearly 90 displaced
it from government forces. Over the years since,
The city has been shaped by the different
families found refuge in a deserted prison. They
multiple waves of displaced people flowed in,
layers of conflict. Many city streets are clean and fled here from Maaret al-Numan, a key town in
from other opposition areas further south retaken well maintained by the opposition administration. Idlib that fell to government forces in January.
by the government, and now more from other
But on other streets, buildings are in ruins
Families, men and women, live on top of each
parts of Idlib.
— some wrecked in previous fighting, others
other in the prison rooms, divided into sleeping,
The Associated Press travelled to Idlib on
bombed during the most recent offensive.
cooking and bathing areas by hung sheets and
a trip arranged through Turkish authorities. Its
Residents can point out buildings and remember blankets, giving a deceptive sense of privacy.
team, like other journalists who have been into
the date they were hit. The city gets only two
Fida, 44, and her 20-year old daughter Heba
the enclave recently, was escorted by members
hours of electricity a day, and Aboud said he
share the same room with 11 other relatives.
of a media outfit linked to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham,
chose to buy bread over more power from
Heba said she can’t forget a single day since
an al-Qaida-linked group that dominates the area. generators.
2011 — every day is marked by violence and
Driving into Idlib city, the AP team witnessed
If President Bashar Assad resumes the
loss. She worried about her children, a 3- and a
the scale of the displacement. Dozens of tents
government offensive, everything here will be
2-year-old, and can’t let them go outside because
lined the main road into the city. Other families
vulnerable.
of airstrikes.
were crammed into bombed out buildings, the
Aboud said it was out of the question for him
“We sleep in fear,” she said. “I don’t imagine
city’s stadium or unfinished construction sites.
to accept “reconciliation.” Holding his 2-year-old
there will be a future. I don’t imagine this will be
Shops have sprung around up the enclave
twins by the hand, he said his family fled his
settled with us alive.” — AP

CLASSIFIEDS
NOTICE BOARD

Entertainment

ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339
BLOODSHOT (M)
TUE-WED 1.20pm,
3.40pm, 6pm, 8.30pm
I STILL BELIEVE (PG)
TUE-WED 1.10pm,
5.50pm
MILITARY WIVES (M)
TUE-WED 1.40pm,
8.20pm
DARK WATERS (M)
TUE-WED 11am
DOWNHILL (M) TUEWED 11.10am, 8.30pm
THE CURRENT WAR (M)
TUE-WED 3.50pm
THE INVISIBLE MAN
(R16) TUE-WED 8.20pm
THE CALL OF THE
WILD (PG) TUE-WED
11am, 4pm, 6.10pm
EMMA (PG)
TUE-WED 1.10pm
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG
(PG) TUE-WED 11.10am,
3.40pm
JOJO RABBIT (M)
TUE-WED 11.10am,
3.40pm, 6.10pm
2020 FRENCH FILM
FEST NZ
THE PERFECT NANNY
(TBA) TUE 11am
WED 6pm
WE’LL END UP
TOGETHER (TBA)
TUE 1pm
ONE DAY AHEAD (TBA)
TUE 4pm
QUEENS OF THE FIELD
(TBA) TUE 6pm
THE SWALLOWS OF
KABUL (TBA)
TUE 8.15pm. WED 11am
EDMOND (TBA)
WED 1pm
MATTHIAS & MAXIME
(TBA) WED 8.15pm
WHO YOU THINK I AM
(TBA) WED 8.15pm

$10 TUESDAYS!
BOOK NOW!
LIMITED SEATS!
www.frenchfilm
festival.co.nz

Times may vary subject
to late changes
WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

Work Wanted
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HOME & LEISURE

Firewood
BUY now . 2m3 Pine
$120, 4m3 $220, 6m3
$320, 8m3 $430, 12m3
$640, short logs unsplit
20m3 $250. Mac’s
Wood. Ph 862 8876.
MANUKA, Old Man
Pine,
Macrocarpa.
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz or ph Len, 021 053
5157.

Fruit and
Produce
APPLES. Royal Gala,
Red
&
Golden
Delicious & Ballarat
Cookers.
Packham
pears, grapes, sweetcorn, squash pumpkins,
pea hay, and much
more
at
Teesdale
Orchard, Back Ormond
Rd. Open 7 days.
Eftpos available.
EATING grapes ready
now. 154 Tucker Rd,
8.30am-5.30pm, 7 days
a week.

Readers
Bargains
A G E E jam jars, 50c
each. Ph 867 2701.
BBQ, Rinnai, stainless
steel, on wheels, 5
burners,
thermostat,
cabinet, full gas bottle,
clean, good cond, $350.
Ph 868 4504, 021 237
4077.
BICYCLE, ladies pink,
10spd, good cond, +
helmet
$40. Lawnmower,
Briggs &
Stratton Rhino, runs
well, 30cm cut $75. Cat
cage, wire, $7. Gas
barbeque
+
bottle
(small), $25. Ph 867
4312.

ELECTRICIAN. All
works certified. 10% CLOTHING, woman’s
off hourly rate. Paul, & girls, size 8-22, some
0226 783 024.
brands Boutique style
or casual tops, dresses,
MESSY GARDEN?? gym wear, men’s tops
"Let us do it for you." 2XL or L, vgc $5 - $20
Ph 027 659 2915.
each. Ph 867 8910.
P A I N T E R plasterer CONFERENCE table,
interior/exterior.
Ph 2400 x 1200, with fixed
Matt 027 967 6298.
chairs, very good cond,
TREE removals, tree $400. Ph 0220 745 403.
trimming. Greenwaste RIMU set of drawers,
removal, 0274 668 201. solid wood, 2 small & 2
large drawers,
good
cond, $100. Ph 021 074
6807.
Work Wanted

FLOORSANDING &
POLYURETHANING
Of old and new
loors.
Phone
Modo Flooring
now for a free
quote! 867 0286

Stand Out

You can sell anything
by advertising

Give your
advertisement
a boost with a

Classifieds
869 0601
Business
869 0616

HIGHLIGHTER
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Featuring down-to-earth news and information for those
who live and work on the land.
To advertise in our next issue contact
Jane Smith on 869 0617.

Published May 27th
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Rotorua races at Rotorua Wednesday
Selections
Race 1: SHEZATHINKA, ELATE, CAPELLANI
Race 2: CAN I GET AN AMEN, OPTIMUM SWEET,
SHE SPEEDS
Race 3: AMERICO, CLAIBORNE, MANHATTAN GIRL
Race 4: AROMATIC, STARRING ROLE, ARABIA
Race 5: BABY FACE, KAINUI ROSE, PARISIAN
Race 6: KINESIS, CANDID CAMERA, HEY SOUL SISTER

1

John Newton Memorial

1.23

$11,000, rating 72 benchmark, 2200m
1 s2628 Shezathinka (2) 59 72
2 0s756 Elate (5) 58.5 71
3 47119 Capellani (3) 58.5 67

D Johnson
M Coleman
R Elliot

Jetbet 2

4 69540 Locally Sauced (1) 58.5 67
A Goindasamy (a2)
5 41769 Hattie Bee (4) 56.5 67
C Lammas

2

Campbells Infrastructure

1.58

$10,000, maiden, 1215m
1 9000s Day Dreamer (2) 57.5 45
L Satherley
2
Optimum Sweet (3) 57.5 45
Ryoya Kozaki
3 08s0s Oso Shocking (11) 57.5 45 T Thornton
4
588 Seafolly (8) 57.5 45
5
Skori (10) 57.5 45
A Goindasamy (a2)
6 589s8 Tennessee Rose (7) 57.5 45
7 220s Can I Get An Amen (5) 57 54 L Allpress
8 647s She Speeds (6) 57 49
D Johnson
9
Doha (1) 57 45
M Coleman
10
8 Mini Mystic (4) 57 45
11
Te Atatu Pash (9) 57 45
S McKay

3

Rydges Hotel Rotorua
$10,000, maiden, 1400m

5

2

Race 1:
Race 2:
Race 3:
Race 4:
Race 5:
Race 6:
Race 7:
Race 8:
Race 9:
Race 10:

$1365, C0, 305m
1
868 Isaac Marjen nwtd
Marcie Flipp
2 52246 Idol Lucy nwtd
Marcie Flipp
3 87667 Bill Barnacle nwtd
Agent & Williams
4
75 Boot Camp Tiara nwtd
Lana Pearce
5
833 Alamein Pudly nwtd Kettlewell & Phillips
6 33426 Sedgebrook Comet nwtd
Fred Kite
7
6 Wifi Wilbur nwtd
G & S Fredrickson
8 86545 Oma Rapeti nwtd
Carol Morris
EMERGENCIES:
9 67766 Telltale Signs nwtd
Melissa Olden
10 37757 Freckle nwtd
John McInerney

1

Adept Accountants

12.21

$1365, C0, 305m
1 63344 My Emmett nwtd
Marcie Flipp
2
684 Alamein Graeme nwtd Kettlewell & Phillips
3 27737 Jack Marjen nwtd
Marcie Flipp
4
22 Wifi Robyn nwtd
G & S Fredrickson
5
665 Kay Tuesso nwtd
Kettlewell & Phillips
6 78562 Indi Shae nwtd
S O’Neill
7 42744 Big Time Lenny nwtd
Lisa Cole
8
83 Paving Way nwtd
Lana Pearce
EMERGENCIES:
9 75787 Big Time Goldie nwtd
Wendy Kite
10 65876 Big Time Camila nwtd
Agent & Williams

Laser Plumbing

12.39

First Security Sprint

12.57

$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1 46563 Lucy Lingers nwtd
John McInerney
2 64642 Paradox Prince 18.43
Bill Hodgson
3 74876 Bigtime Mike nwtd
Agent & Williams
4 44632 Lucky Scar nwtd
Nathan Udy
5 14755 Big Time Lorna 18.16
Lisa Cole
6
611 Idol Meghan 17.96
Marcie Flipp
7 67447 Subway Kay 18.28
Brian Goldsack
8 84748 Ohana Lad nwtd
Kellie Gommans
EMERGENCIES:
9 F7876 Auros Advantage 18.01
Tim Pilcher
10 58778 Dottie Bell 18.09
J & D Bell

4

D Johnson
M Cameron
S McKay
C Grylls

— Dawned On Me

SCRATCHED

6 s679s Western Girl (1) 56.5 45
7 03s5 Manhattan Girl (8) 56 51
8 s9547 Shibuya Kosaten (9) 56 49
9
Beauty’s Secret (3) 56 45

10

— Heart Shaped Box

11

4

M Coleman
L Allpress
S Collett
L Satherley

Sweet Molly Malone (5) 56 45

NZB Insurance Pearl Series 3.08
$10,000, maiden f&m, 1400m

1
59 Fur (9) 57.5 46
2 s679s Western Girl (2) 57.5 45

L Allpress

Guthrie Bowron Wanganui

1.14

$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1 86725 Naharis 17.73

Deb Edlin

2 2285F Shadow Girl 17.75
3 12F78 Idol Ziggy nwtd
4 55745 Bigtime Fred 17.67
5 77471 Sedgebrook Mini 18.41
6 36875 Shrewdy 18.14
7 24223 Judge Me Jackie 17.91
8 57372 Always Dizzy 18.07
EMERGENCIES:
9 F6767 Nuclear Jewel 17.90
10 s8855 Big Time Ivy 18.00

5

Liz Doody
Agent & Williams

1.32

$2505, C1, 520m
1 26s84 Opawa Lara nwtd
2 73s68 Cawbourne Foxy 30.26
3 42364 Young Dumb Broke 30.63
4 18487 Stormy Jay 30.51
5 23382 Big Time Eden 30.42
6 87466 Big Time Frankie 30.85
7
12 Big Time Amber 30.80
8 62161 Fear The Fur nwtd
EMERGENCY:
9 47887 Three Of Hearts 30.82

Nathan Udy
Carol Morris
Melissa Olden
Wendy Kite
Lisa Cole
Lisa Cole
Lisa Cole
S O’Neill

Wanganui Toyota Sprint
27188
58638
6F586
67234
86436

9
10
11

5

— Beauty’s Secret

Waitomo Fuels
7127s
47145
5425s
s096s
351s5
72633

Parisian (2) 59 63
R Elliot
Koolascuz (4) 58.5 62
L Allpress
Craftyeva (1) 58 65
M Coleman
Lucetta (3) 58 65
J Riddell
Baby Face (9) 56.5 62
D Johnson
Mannie’s Power (5) 56.5 62 T Thornton

6 85746 Here’s Hemi nwtd
7 62131 Free Thinker 17.84
8 25535 Goldstar Auburn nwtd
EMERGENCIES:
9 78778 Cool Wolf 17.86
10 F7876 Auros Advantage 18.01

7

1.49

Raining Sixes 18.32
Brian Goldsack
Smalltime Johnny 18.07 Agent & Williams
Euphamistic 18.26
Bill Hodgson
Zara Daiken 17.93
Nathan Udy
Idol Little Girl 18.13
Marcie Flipp

Selections
Race 1:
Race 2:
Race 3:
Race 4:
Race 5:

ALLEGRO FERN, SMALL BOY, WATCH MARJEN
BELMONTS, WIFI BOLT, COCKNEY RIP OFF
DAPPER RAPPER, BIGTIME HANNAH, DIG DIG DIG
THRILLING IVY, ASSERTING POWER, PRINCESS PEA
MA CHERE, BREED APART, YARN SISTER

2
1

CPF Insurance Sprint

Gary Ross Decorators Sprint 3.17
$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1
2
3
4

11421
43527
24466
76846

Allegro Fern 17.77
Small Boy 18.32
Gotcha Marshall 17.96
Duke Bruce 17.94

Lisa Cole
Agent & Williams
John McInerney
Nathan Udy

3.32

$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1
2
3
4
5
6

77858
85F78
52646
32433
376s6
85478

Sedgebrook Saint 17.78
Liz Doody
Belmonts 17.71
Lisa Cole
Cockney Rip Off 17.72
Melissa Olden
Big Time Ricky 18.10
Agent & Williams
Opawa Jody nwtd
Marcie Flipp
Homebush Keasha nwtd John McInerney

Race 1:
Race 2:
Race 3:
Race 4:
Race 5:
Race 6:
Race 7:
Race 8:

1

AZALY, FAYERRA, CULTURAL AMNESIA
SIGNIFICANCE, TOFFEE TONGUE, DANCING GIDGET
DUENNA, NORTH TREK, BLUEANT
ZEBROWSKI, ALL TIME LEGEND, AUSTRIA
SUPER EX, NORDICUS, COVERT OPS
WIMLAH, NICOCHET, HEALING HANDS
COSTELLO, NIMALEE, SEEINGISBELIEVING
SAAS FEE, JUAN DIVA, SUPER OASIS

TAB Venue Mode Plate

3.35

$50,000, 2yo Maiden SW, 1400m
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

3 Azaly h (6) 57 92
T Marquand
32 Cultural Amnesia b (12) 57 93
J Mc Donald
4s Genjiro (13) 57 75
G Schofield
649 Gorshin h (5) 57 87
N Rawiller
6 Media Starguest h (10) 57 82
S Clipperton
4 Reignite h (8) 57 88
T Berry
7s44 Sidearm h (11) 57 96
B Avdulla
Skellig Island (4) 57 90
C Reith
4 Understatement h (9) 57 85
T Clark

10
11
12
13

76
4444
27
733

Chuisle (2) 55 84
Fayerra h (1) 55 100
Lady Of Luxury (7) 55 100
Rock My Wand (3) 55 90

Ms D Panya
J Collett
K Mc Evoy
Ms R King

2

Vinery Stallions Handicap 4.10
$50,000, 3yo Maiden, 1550m

1 54s2 Significance h (1) 59 100
T Marquand
2 s2825 Dancing Gidget (6) 58.5 97 J Bowman
3
6s3 Tornac (8) 58.5 96
T Berry
4 332s3 Shadow Girl h (2) 57.5 95
J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
5 25263 La Tigresa (3) 56.5 97
K Mc Evoy
6 64s62 Toffee Tongue (5) 56.5 99
B Avdulla
7 0450 Aunty h (9) 54.5 91
T Wolfgram
8 0527s Crown Affair (4) 54.5 92
G Schofield
9 6s353 Rathvilly Miss (7) 54.5 94 Ms K O’Hara

3

Hyland Race Colours Plate 4.45
$50,000, 3yo Maiden SW, 1100m

1
Blueant (9) 57 93
J Collett
2
King Ratel (3) 57 92
J Penza
3 56s73 Magnate (7) 57 90
J Bowman
4 44s33 North Trek bh (6) 57 100
N Rawiller
5 2542s Duenna (4) 55 99
K Mc Evoy
6
Enigma (10) 55 93
Ms R King
7
54 Isabella Of Aragon (1) 55 95
J Mc Donald
8 7406s Our Bellagio Miss (2) 55 95 S Clipperton
9
9 Paradiso h (5) 55 86
T Wolfgram
10
Thinking Cap (8) 55 95
Ms K O’Hara

Diane Donlon
Tim Pilcher

$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1 47121 Allegro Kyle 17.89
Lisa Cole
2 78476 Big Time Eilish 18.21
Colleen Brider
3 23276 Monty 18.00
Nathan Udy
4 76375 Slam It nwtd
John McInerney
5 36644 Sedgebrook Sally 17.90
Fred Kite
6 57368 Bigtime Kiowa 17.68
Agent & Williams
7 47636 Retail Mayhem 18.03
Lana Pearce
8 52274 Cookie Biscuit 17.75
Marcie Flipp
EMERGENCIES:
9 s8855 Big Time Ivy 18.00
Agent & Williams
10 78778 Cool Wolf 17.86
Diane Donlon

8

Quality Inn Collegiate

2.25

$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

75568
45428
73335
86882
43675
44548
23554
22737

Checkpoint 17.95
Rockoneva nwtd
Double Change nwtd
Bigtime Dean 18.06
Jacks Point nwtd
Leslie Albert 18.06
Uno Eleven 17.75
Limpy Jackson nwtd

Marcie Flipp
Bill Hodgson
Sue Gommans
Agent & Williams
W Woods
Brian Goldsack
Nathan Udy
J & D Bell

Jetbet 9
7 73F84 Taranaki Brie 18.16
8
15 Wifi Bolt 17.92
EMERGENCIES:
9 58778 Dottie Bell 18.09
10 78778 Bigtime Kylie 17.82

3

Colleen Brider
G & S Fredrickson
J & D Bell
Sue Gommans

Happy Birthday Susie Kite 3.52
$1685, C2, 305m

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

8s281
17856
26148
46418
42347
45521
F1111
64463

Sahara Dream 17.91
Marcie Flipp
Bigtime Sam 17.80
G & S Fredrickson
Bigtime Hannah 17.80
Sue Gommans
Go Stopper 17.95
Agent & Williams
Alamein Tane 17.86 Kettlewell & Phillips
Choice Sister 18.01
Carol Morris
Dapper Rapper 17.88
Brian Marsh
Dig Dig Dig nwtd
S O’Neill

New South Wales races at Randwick Kensington Wednesday
Selections

John McInerney
Melissa Olden
Sue Gommans

Kernow Construction Sprint 2.07

Extra Whanganui greys at Harick Wednesday
5 85771 Clansman Douglas 18.16 Brian Goldsack
6 86573 Watch Marjen 18.20
Marcie Flipp
7 55874 Elouera Mist 18.11
J & D Bell
8 66836 I’ll Be Loyal 18.10
Bill Hodgson
EMERGENCIES:
9 78778 Bigtime Kylie 17.82
Sue Gommans
10 37875 Homebush Maxi 17.89
John McInerney

3.43

$10,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1560m
1
2
3
4
5
6

4

Lonhro @ Darley

EMERGENCIES:
9 25834 Tuff Temptress 17.84
10 76687 Justa Gift 17.62

4

Macmillan Accountants

4.18

$10,000, maiden, 1560m
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

23399 Candid Camera (4) 58.5 54 M Cameron
34767 Son Of Sasanof (1) 58.5 45
S McKay
069s0 Monbeau (3) 58.5 45
C Lammas
Special Interest (5) 58.5 45
J Riddell
4 Kinesis (2) 58 50
S Collett
0 New Roca (10) 58 45
R Elliot
30323 Hey Soul Sister (8) 56.5 54 D Johnson
67643 Hermes (6) 56.5 51
Ryoya Kozaki
Dawned On Me (9) 56.5 45
A Goindasamy (a2)
10 69745 Miss Fendt (11) 56 50
T Thornton
11
89 Blackjakk (7) 56 45

6

Pauline Blanche
Susie Kite
Melissa Olden
David Denbee
Sue Gommans
S O’Neill
Peter Taylor
J & D Bell
Carol Morris

Heineken 3 Handicap

6.30

$50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 76, 1400m

5.55

1 6s4s5 Super Ex w (11) 61.5 100 R Dolan (a1.5)
2 24698 Oriental Runner w (6) 61 95
J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
3 06715 Epic Dan dw (7) 59.5 95
4 8s049 Rafha’s Choice dw (8) 59.5 92 J Penza
5 37024 Revenire dw (1) 59 91
J Mc Donald
6 39s11 Covert Ops w (10) 58.5 100 K S Latham
7 15s4s Nordicus h (5) 58.5 93
N Rawiller
8 8s093 Nosey dw (4) 57 98
Ms C Graham (a3)
9 3269s Bentley Magic d (3) 56.5 93 T Marquand
10 148s Indy Car h (9) 55.5 93
T Berry
11 65s66 Go The Gantry d (2) 55.5 91
A Hyeronimus

7

9

John McInerney
Melissa Olden

Aon Insurance Sprint

2.44

$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1 7F266 Sozin’s Delight nwtd
2 34576 Pacemaker nwtd
3 58635 Hurricane Al 17.85
4 33425 Idol Jan 17.80
5 88342 Big Time Rose 17.94
6 43787 Bright Concept 17.84
7 57683 White Comet 17.75
8 81126 Allegro Ella 17.73
EMERGENCIES:
9 77777 Hypothetical 18.13
10 F6767 Nuclear Jewel 17.90

John McInerney
S O’Neill
Carol Morris
Marcie Flipp
Agent & Williams
Leanne Bell
Diane Donlon
Lisa Cole

10 Red Snapper Seafoods

Melissa Olden
Liz Doody

3.00

$2505, C1, 520m
1 43787 Opawa Marcie 31.23
2 74223 Cossie Cooper 30.35
3 2676F Pam Arising nwtd
4 15435 Big Time Angel 30.99
5 87465 Mainline Lil 31.21
6 64652 Bigtime Maci 30.53
7 55272 Big Time Mac nwtd
8 44777 Jay Mike 30.43
EMERGENCY:
9 47887 Three Of Hearts 30.82

Marcie Flipp
Melissa Olden
S O’Neill
Lisa Cole
Bill Hodgson
Susie Kite
Lisa Cole
Nathan Udy
Bill Hodgson

TAB D. 1-2, 4-5 T. 3-4-5 Q. 2-3-4-5
5

Lisa Cole

Book Your Function @ Hatrick 4.29
$1685, C2, 305m

1 4653F Bigtime Roll 17.65
Sue Gommans
2 81848 Alamein Stryda 17.74 Kettlewell & Phillips
3 53214 Ma Chere nwtd
S O’Neill
4 61724 Light Cruiser 17.93
Gail Atwood
5 51145 Yarn Sister 18.01
Carol Morris
6 77667 Rowdy Ruby 17.75
Susie Kite
7 35233 Breed Apart 17.75
Melissa Olden
8 75733 Collect A Dream 17.81
Marcie Flipp
EMERGENCIES:
9 58347 Bombshell Blonde 18.02
Nathan Udy
10 38582 Summer Glee 17.66
John McInerney

TAB doubles 3-4, 7-8 Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8 Quaddie 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8

1 5627s Thy Kingdom Come cdwbh (11) 62 88
Chris C Williams (a2)
2 13s02 The Bald Eagle w (8) 60 94
B Avdulla
3 0s230 Agassi twh (3) 59.5 100
J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
4 610s8 Wimlah dwh (1) 59 95
T Clark
5 s1937 High Power dw (2) 58.5 93
J Bowman
6 27327 Nicochet dw (7) 58.5 91
J Mc Donald
7 132s1 Grand Piano twh (4) 58 99
N Rawiller
8 9s111 Healing Hands dw (10) 58 91
G Ryan
9 11s1 Pinvincible wn (5) 58 94 A Hyeronimus
10 2669s Pirate Ben dw (9) 58 85
Ms R King
11 52404 Coolotta dw (6) 56 94 Ms C Graham (a3)

$50,000, 3yo & up C,H&Gs Benchmark 70,
1100m

EMERGENCIES:
9 37875 Homebush Maxi 17.89
10 77777 Hypothetical 18.13

4.07

$1685, C2, 305m
1 41728 Homebush Shea 17.91
2 51462 Classic Rapper 17.74
3 52462 Life Is Good 17.92
4 74276 Johny Mowhawk 18.03
5 13252 Thrilling Ivy 18.10
6 32215 Asserting Power nwtd
7 73173 Princess Pea 17.94
8 68785 Millie Prince 17.72
EMERGENCIES:
9 F8743 So Severe 17.77

Jetbet 11
5.20

Palamountains Nutrition

$50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 70, 1550m

Vale Trevor Stuckey

6

10 57774 Paris End 17.66
Bernie Mitchell
J & D Bell

1 8239s He Runs Away (1) 60 78
J Mc Donald
2 s1911 Baracus wh (6) 59.5 95
C Reith
3 5015s Terwilliker twh (5) 58.5 91
J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
4 3s192 Aristograts w (4) 57.5 93
T Berry
5
81 All Time Legend h (2) 56.5 100
K Mc Evoy
6 26s1 Zebrowski w (3) 56.5 99
J Bowman
7 22256 Austria (10) 55.5 92
B Avdulla
8 237s7 Kelvinside wh (9) 55.5 84 A Hyeronimus
9 12547 Surjin (8) 55 93
R Dolan (a1.5)
10 64352 Our Tax Return (7) 53 84
Ms C Graham (a3)

5

7 31946 Selenelion (8) 55.5 61
M Cameron
8 s7206 Kainui Rose (7) 55.5 60
Ryoya Kozaki
9 97858 Lagertha (6) 54 55
A Goindasamy (a2)

SCRATCHED

Carnaby Girl (5) 57 45
J Fawcett (a1)
60 Heart Shaped Box (4) 57 45 C Lammas
Sweet Molly Malone (7) 57 45
M Coleman

Bill Hodgson

$1450, C1, heat, 305m
1
2
3
4
5

8

R Elliot
S Collett
C Grylls
D Johnson
M Cameron

TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10 T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 8-9-10 Q. 2-3-4-5, 7-8-9-10 PL6 5-10

Carol Morris
Marcie Flipp
Agent & Williams
Wendy Kite
L E Dunkerton
Lana Pearce
John McInerney

Accell Canine Therapy

6

3
22 Aromatic (10) 57 54
4 27636 Starring Role (8) 57 54
5
4 Amazing Maria (1) 57 50
6
50 Midsummer (6) 57 46
7 79s6 Arabia (3) 57 45

SCRATCHED

Jetbet 3

Selections

3

2.33

1 430s Claiborne (4) 58.5 50
2 40s75 Swagger (2) 58.5 48
3 33220 Americo (7) 58 54
4
Yin Yang Warrior (6) 58 47

Whanganui greys at Hatrick Wednesday
WIFI ROBYN, MY EMMETT, BIG TIME LENNY
WIFI WILBUR, ALAMEIN PUDLY, IDOL LUCY
IDOL MEGHAN, PARADOX PRINCE, LUCKY SCAR
JUDGE ME JACKIE, SHADOW GIRL, ALWAYS DIZZY
FEAR THE FUR, BIG TIME AMBER, BIG TIME EDEN
FREE THINKER, ZARA DAIKEN, IDOL LITTLE GIRL
ALLEGRO KYLE, MONTY, COOKIE BISCUIT
DOUBLE CHANGE, LIMPY JACKSON, UNO ELEVEN
ALLEGRO ELLA, BIG TIME ROSE, IDOL JAN
BIG TIME ANGEL, BIG TIME MAC, BIGTIME MACI

TAB Doubles 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 Trebles 1-2-3, 4-5-6 Quaddies 1-2-3-4, 3-4-5-6 Place6 1-6

Sky Racing Active

7.05

$50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 74, 1800m
1 9s222 Costello dwb (13) 61.5 98
N Rawiller
2 304s7 Re Edit w (10) 60.5 90
J Mc Donald
3 23562 Seeingisbelieving (12) 57.5 95
Ms S Clenton (a1.5)
4 28432 Newtown Bluebag n (2) 55.5 93
T Marquand
5 14121 Nimalee cw (3) 55.5 95
K Mc Evoy
6 70894 Shalmaneser dw (5) 55.5 90
R Dolan (a1.5)
7 54042 Shadow Flight w (6) 55 92
J Collett
8 s2523 Betty Blooms wh (4) 53 96
C Reith
9 55514 Satin Rain wh (9) 53 92
T Berry

10 423s6 Wild Impact wh (15) 53 93
Ms R King
11 42212 Cosmic Haze dw (1) 53 91
J Ford
12 5s641 Loves To Rock h (8) 53 93
J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
EMERGENCIES:
13 66s20 Sirmaze w (11) 53 100
14 37116 My Desire (7) 53 90
15 92714 Doctor Manhattan w (14) 53 93

8

TAB Handicap

7.40

$50,000, 3yo & up F&M Benchmark 70, 1100m
1 s1230 Saas Fee (2) 60.5 100
J Van Overmeire (a1.5)
2 52s14 Super Oasis dbn (4) 60 94
K Mc Evoy
3 1123s My Demetra wh (8) 59.5 88
T Berry
4 s4284 Unguarded tw (10) 59.5 93 T Marquand
5 4132 Juan Diva dbh (15) 59 96
B Avdulla
6 650s1 Chicadilly w (14) 58.5 96
K S Latham
7 62272 Iamacrumpet (7) 58.5 92 R Dolan (a1.5)
8 24524 Tatiara wn (3) 58.5 93
G Schofield
9 08s54 I Am Kalani dw (11) 58 92 S Clipperton
10 21333 Moccasin Miss d (16) 57.5 90
Ms S Clenton (a1.5)
11 130s3 Caccini dw (6) 57 85
Ms J Taylor
12 3127s Lass Vegas dw (1) 56.5 89
Ms R King
13 s273s Romalette (12) 56 90
J Ford
14 4825s Estrado dw (5) 55.5 95
J Collett
EMERGENCIES:
15 134s Dazzling Damsel h (9) 55 94
A Hyeronimus
16 1227s Jazette h (13) 55.5 89
N Rawiller

Legend: T – Won at track. C – Won at this distance on this course. D – Won at this distance on another course. M – Won in slow or heavy going. B – Beaten favourite at last start. H – Trained on track. N – Won at
night. S – Spell of three months. F – Fell. P – Pulled up. L – Lost rider. TV – Featured on Trackside TV.
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TUESDAY—WEDNESDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE
TVNZ 1

© TVNZ 2020

5pm The Chase 0
6pm 1 News At 6pm 0
7pm Seven Sharp 0
7.30 Dog Squad Puppy
School 0
There is a change of
career for guide dog
Wilson.
8pm Eat Well For Less 0
The guys have their work
cut out for them with a
snack-obsessed family.
9.15 N Rich House, Poor
House 0
Series in which families
from opposite ends of
the wealth divide trade
places to find out if
money really does buy
happiness.
10.10 1 News Tonight 0
10.40 Sunday 3 0
11.45 I Am Innocent PGR 3 0
Sharon Armstrong,
who was arrested in
Argentina in 2011 for
drug smuggling, tells her
story.

WEDNESDAY
12.45 Te Karere 3
1.10 Infomercials
5.35 Te Karere 3
6am Breakfast
9am The Ellen DeGeneres
Show 0
10am Tipping Point 3
11am Cash Trapped 0
Noon 1 News At Midday 0
12.30 Emmerdale PGR 0
1pm Coronation Street
PGR 3 0
2pm The Ellen DeGeneres
Show 3 0
3pm Tipping Point
4pm Te Karere
4.30 Dog Squad 3 0
5pm The Chase 0

SKY SPORT 1
5pm Super Rugby: Jaguares v
Highlanders
5.30 Super Rugby: Brumbies v
Waratahs
6pm Japan Top League:
Steelers v Spears
6.30 Rugby Nation
7.30 Six Nations Review Show
8.30 The Breakdown
9.30 Rugby Nation
10.30 Six Nations Review Show
11.30 The Breakdown

WEDNESDAY
12.30 Super Rugby: Jaguares v
Highlanders
2.30 Super Rugby: Brumbies v
Waratahs
4.30 Six Nations: Wales v
Scotland
5am Six Nations: Italy v
England
5.30 Six Nations: France v
Ireland
6am The Breakdown
7am Six Nations Review Show
8am Super Rugby: Sunwolves
v Crusaders
10am Women’s Six Nations:
France v Ireland
10.30 Six Nations Review Show
11.30 Rugby Nation
12.30 The Breakdown
1.30 Women’s Six Nations:
Wales v Scotland
2pm Women’s Six Nations:
Italy v England
2.30 Women’s Six Nations:
France v Ireland
3pm Six Nations: Wales v
Scotland
3.30 Six Nations: Italy v
England
4pm Six Nations: France v
Ireland
4.30 Japan Top League:
Steelers v Spears
5pm Rugby Nation

TVNZ 2

THREE

© TVNZ 2020
5pm The Simpsons 3 0
5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0
5.30 Home And Away 0
6pm NewsHub Live At 6pm
6pm Neighbours 0
7pm The Project
7pm Shortland Street PGR 0
7.30 Married At First Sight
7.30 The Bachelorette NZ
Australia PGR 0
PGR 0
9.05 Talking Married AO 0
8.35 Paranormal Caught On
9.20 NCIS AO 0
Camera PGR 0
The strange death of an
9.35 First Dates NZ 0
elite naval clarinet player
10.35 Two And A Half Men
draws the team into a
PGR 3 0
murderous mystery.
After Evelyn tells Alan and
10.15 NewsHub Late
Charlie how she feels
10.45 The Blacklist AO 3 0
about there being no
Red, with his criminal
mourners at her friend’s
empire in ruins, enlists
funeral, they share their
Liz in an unlikely plan to
feelings this could also be
earn cash and deliver a
the case at hers.
11.05 Mom PGR 3 0
new Blacklister to the
11.30 All Rise PGR 0
Task Force.

WEDNESDAY

11.40 Face The Truth PGR 3

PRIME

MAORI TV

5pm 3rd Rock From The
Sun 0
5.30 Prime News
6pm Netball: ANZ
Premiership
6.30 Sky Sport News
7pm The Crowd Goes Wild
7.30 The Great Australian
Bake Off 0
8.35 Carol’s Second Act
PGR 0
When Dr Jacobs
collapses after running
a marathon, Carol has
a chance to prove her
worth as a doctor;
Daniel and Lexie must
help Caleb conquer his
fear.
9.05 The Unicorn PGR 0
9.30 Qi PGR
10.50 The Breakdown
11.55 The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert PGR

5pm Paia
5.10 My Mokai
5.40 He Rourou 3
5.50 E Kori 3
5.55 E Ki E Ki
6pm Mahi Pai 3
6.10 Tamariki Haka
6.20 Huritua
6.30 Te Ao: Maori News
7pm Whanau Living 3
7.30 Moosemeat And
Marmalade PGR 3
8pm Ahikaroa AO 3
8.30 Matau PGR 3
9.30 Hunt With Me AO 3
10pm Waka Ama Sprints
10.30 Marae
11pm Te Ao: Maori News 3
11.30 Closedown

6.30 Waiata Mai
12.10 Infomercials
6.40 Te Mana Kuratahi
6am The AM Show
7.10 Tamariki Haka
9am The Café
7.20 E Kori 3
10am Infomercials
7.25 Pipi Ma
WEDNESDAY
11.25 Millionaire Hot Seat 3 0
7.30 ZooMoo
12.55 Closedown
12.20 Face The Truth PGR
7.40 Te Nutube
6am Ben 10: Alien Force 3 0
12.50 Dr Phil AO
7.50 Darwin + Newts 3
Mistie, a mother and
6.25 The Powerpuff Girls 3 0
8am Polyfest Kapa Haka 3
housewife, made
6.50 The Loud House 3 0
8.30 Sidewalk Karaoke PGR 3
national headlines when
7.15 Trulli Tales 3 0
9am Best Of Kai Time On
she was arrested and
7.30 Atomic Puppet 3 0
The Road 3
convicted of having a
7.40 Teenage Mutant Ninja
9.30 Opaki 3
sexual relationship with
Turtles 3 0
10am Waiata 3
her under-aged biological 8.05 The Thundermans 3 0
10.30 Marae PGR 3
son.
8.30 The Moe Show 3 0
11am Matangi Rau 3
1.50 Married At First Sight
9am Celebrity Antiques Road Noon Funny Whare:
Australia PGR 3 0
Trip 3
Gamesnight PGR 3
3.20 N Peter Kuruvita’s
10am The Doctors PGR
12.30 It’s In The Bag
Coastal Kitchen
11am The Chase Australia 3 0
1pm Nga Pari Karangaranga
3.50 United Plates Of
Noon Everybody Loves
O Te Motu 3
America 3
Raymond 3 0
1.30 Ako 3
No other cuisine has
12.30 Bull PGR 3 0
2pm Toku Reo 3
had such an impact
1.30 Frasier 3
3pm Polyfest Kapa Haka 3
on modern dishes as
2pm The Late Show With
3.30 Playlist
Italian. Italians arrived in
Stephen Colbert PGR 3
4pm HakaNation
droves, and got straight
3pm Wheel Of Fortune
4.30 Pukana 3
to work, and are now
3.30 Jeopardy
5pm Waiata Mai
loved by all, but it was
4pm A Place In The Sun
5.10 Te Mana Kuratahi 3
not always that way.
5pm 3rd Rock From The
5.40 Tamariki Haka
4.30 NewsHub Live At
Sun 0
5.50 E Kori 3
4:30pm
5.55 Pipi Ma
5.30 Prime News
5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0

SKY SPORT 2

PAY TV
SKY 5

5.30 Women’s T20 World
Cup (HLS) Australia v White
Ferns.
6pm Blackcaps v Australia
2007 (HLS) Second ODI.
7.30 Blackcaps v Australia
2007 (HLS) Third ODI.
9pm L Pakistan Super
League
Semi-final One: Multan v
Peshawar.
From Gaddafi Stadium,
Lahore.

WEDNESDAY
2.15 L Pakistan Super
League
Semi-final Two: Karachi v
Lahore.
From Gaddafi Stadium,
Lahore.
7.30 Pakistan Super
League (HLS) Multan v
Lahore.
8am Pakistan Super League
8.30 Chats: The Ewen
Chatfield Story
9am Pakistan Super
League (RPL) Qualifier.
12.30 Australia v
Blackcaps (HLS) First ODI.
1.30 Australia v
Blackcaps (HLS) Second
ODI.
2.30 South Africa v
Australia (HLS) Third ODI.
3.30 India v South Africa (HLS)
Second ODI.
4.30 Pakistan Super
League (HLS) Quetta v
Karachi.
5pm Pakistan Super
League (HLS) Qualifier.
5.30 Women’s T20 World
Cup (HLS)

5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG
5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG
6pm Highway Thru Hell PG
7pm Border Security:
Australia’s Frontline M
7.30 Hawaii Five-0 MV
8.30 Trucking Hell M
9.30 Outback Truckers M
10.30 SVU MVS
11.15 Highway Thru Hell PG

WEDNESDAY
12.05 Modern Family PG
12.55 Wheel Of Fortune PG
1.20 Jeopardy! PG
1.40 Border Security:
Australia’s Frontline M
2.05 Outback Truckers M
2.55 Trucking Hell M
3.40 SVU MVS
4.25 Hardcore Pawn PG
4.50 Hawaii Five-0 MV
5.35 The Simpsons PG
6am Jeopardy! PG
6.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG
6.45 The Simpsons PG
7.10 Modern Family PG
8am Border Security:
Australia’s Frontline M
8.25 Highway Thru Hell PG
9.15 Hardcore Pawn PG
9.40 Hawaii Five-0 MV
10.25 SVU MVS
11.10 Modern Family PG
Noon Jeopardy
12.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG
12.50 Outback Truckers M
1.40 Trucking Hell M
2.25 Hawaii Five-0 MV
3.10 Modern Family PG
4pm The Simpsons PG
4.30 Jeopardy! PG
5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG
5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG

MOVIES PREMIERE DISCOVERY
6.30 Maria By Callas PGL 2017
Documentary. Maria Callas,
Joyce DiDonato.
8.30 Happy Death Day
2U MVLC 2019 Horror.
Tree Gelbman discovers
dying over and over
again was, surprisingly,
easier than the dangers
that lie ahead. Jessica
Rothe, Ruby Modine.
10.15 Woman Walks
Ahead 16VSC 2018 Drama.
Jessica Chastain, Sam
Rockwell.
11.55 Adrift ML 2018 Drama.
Shailene Woodley, Sam
Claflin.

NCIS
9.20pm on Three

WEDNESDAY

12.20 Station 19 PGR 3 0
1.05 Shortland Street PGR 3 0
1.30 Infomercials
2.35 Regular Show 3
2.45 Quantico AO 3 0
3.30 Love Island UK AO 3
4.20 The Fresh Prince Of Bel
Air 3 0
4.45 Neighbours 3 0
5.30 Infomercials
6.30 Rescue Bots Academy 0
6.40 Moon And Me 0
7am The Tom And Jerry
Show 3 0
7.25 Thunderbirds Are Go! 3 0
7.50 Bunnicula 3 0
8.15 Muppet Babies 3 0
8.35 Goldie And Bear 3 0
9am Religious Infomercials
9.30 Infomercials
10am Neighbours 3 0
11am The Bachelorette NZ 3 0
Noon 2 Broke Girls PGR 3 0
1pm Judge Rinder PGR
2pm American Housewife
PGR 3 0
2.30 Home And Away 3 0
3pm Shortland Street PGR 3 0
3.30 Powerpuff Girls 3 0
3.45 Pokemon: Sun And Moon:
Ultra Legends 0
4.05 The Deep 0
4.30 Friends 3 0
5pm The Simpsons 3 0
5.30 Home And Away 0

WEDNESDAY

Eat Well for Less
8pm on TVNZ 1

5.40 Aussie Gold Hunters PG
6.35 Outback Opal
Hunters PG
7.30 BattleBots PG
8.30 Expedition Unknown PG
Indias Atlantis.
9.25 Unexplained And
Unexplored PG Egypt’s
Land of the Gods.
10.15 Man v Bear PG Nothin
but Mammals.
11.05 Naked And Afraid MC

WEDNESDAY

12.45 World’s Deadliest
Weather Caught On
Camera PG
1.35 Deadliest Catch PG
2.25 Bering Sea Gold PG
WEDNESDAY
3.15 Gold Rush: White
1.30 Wild Rose MLS 2019 Drama.
Water PG
Jessie Buckley, Julie
4.05 Naked And Afraid MC
Walters.
5.45 Deadliest Catch PG
3.09 The Poison Rose MVL
6.35 Fast N’ Loud PG
2019 Thriller. John Travolta,
7.30 World’s Deadliest
Morgan Freeman.
Weather Caught On
4.49 Maria By Callas PGL 2017
Camera PG
Documentary. Maria Callas,
8.20 BattleBots PG
Joyce DiDonato.
9.10 Unexplained And
6.49 Happy Death Day
Unexplored PG
2U MVLC 2019 Horror.
10am
How
It’s Made PG
Jessica Rothe, Ruby
10.25 Aussie Gold Hunters PG
Modine.
11.15 Evil Lives Here PG
8.29 Woman Walks
12.05 Killer Instinct With
Ahead 16VSC 2018 Drama.
Chris Hansen MVC
Jessica Chastain, Sam
12.55 People Magazine
Rockwell.
Investigates PG
10.09 Adrift ML 2018 Drama.
1.45 Top Gear
11.44 Wild Rose MLS 2019 Drama.
3pm Gold Rush: White
1.23 The Poison Rose MVL
Water PG
2019 Thriller.
3.50 Deadliest Catch PG
3.03 Maria By Callas PGL 2017
4.45 Fast N’ Loud PG
Documentary.
5pm Overboard MLS 2018 Comedy. 5.40 Aussie Gold Hunters PG

KEY 0 Closed captions; 3 Repeat; (HLS) Highlights; (RPL) Replay; (DLY) Delayed; 16 Approved for persons 16 years or over; 18 Approved for persons 18 years or over; AO Adults only;
C Content may offend; L Language may offend; M Suitable for mature audiences; PG/PGR Parental guidance recommended for younger viewers; S Sexual content may offend; V Contains violence.

17Mar20

Carol’s Second Act
8.35pm on Prime

CHOICE
5pm Gourmet Farmer Afloat
5.30 Mysteries At The Museum
6.30 American Pickers
7.30 George Clarke’s Old House
New Home 8.30 My Dream Home
9.30 Help! My House Is Falling
Down 10.30 American Pickers
11.30 George Clarke’s Old House
New Home WEDNESDAY
12.30 Jamie’s 30-Minute Meals
1am Gourmet Farmer Afloat
1.30 Carver Kings 2am Cash
Cowboys 3am Heart Of The World
4am Help! My House Is Falling
Down 5am Mysteries At The
Museum 6am Coastal Railways
With Julie Walters 7am Jamie’s
30-Minute Meals 7.30 Gourmet
Farmer Afloat 8am Heart Of
The World 9am Travel Man: 48
Hours In 9.30 Escape To The
Chateau 10.30 Mysteries At The
Museum 11.30 American Pickers
12.30 George Clarke’s Old House
New Home 1.30 Help! My House
Is Falling Down 2.30 My Dream
Home 3.30 The Kitten Rescuers
4.30 Gino’s Italian Escape
5pm Nigellissima

BRAVO
5pm Judge Jerry
5.30 Hoarders 6.30 Love It Or
List It 7.30 Stop Search Seize PGR
8.30 Botched PGR
9.30 The Killer Affair AO
10.30 Snapped PGR
11.30 Snapped: Killer Couples AO

WEDNESDAY
12.20 Infomercials
10am Four Weddings USA
11am Snapped PGR
Noon The Kelly Clarkson Show
1pm The Real Housewives Of
Beverly Hills PGR 2pm Below
Deck PGR 3pm Keeping Up
With The Kardashians PGR
4pm Undercover Boss
5pm Judge Jerry 5.30 Hoarders

RNZ NATIONAL
5pm Checkpoint
6.30 Trending Now
6.55 The House
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.
8.15 Dateline Pacific
Current-affairs programme
covering the major Pacific stories
of the week.
8.30 Windows On The World
International public-radio features
and documentaries.
10pm News At Ten
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.
11.06 Worlds Of Music With
Trevor Reekie.

WEDNESDAY
12.04 The All Night Programme
5am First Up 6am Morning
Report 9.06 Nine To Noon
10.45 The Reading
Noon Midday Report
1.06 Afternoons
4.06 The Panel
5pm Checkpoint
Compiled by

KIDS PAGE 17

The Gisborne Herald • Tuesday, March 17, 2020

k id zo nl y

IN THE SWIM: Mangatuna School student Te Ararau Houia (left) pushes through the water at the Primary Interschool Swimming Competition at Enterprise Swimming Pool
last Wednesday. Right, Losaine Toupili from Kaiti School competed in a backstroke event.
Pictures by Paul Rickard

SUDOKU
Enter numbers into the squares so that
every row, every column and every 3x2 box
contains all the numbers from 1 to 6

Previous solution

674
374

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTIONS

18 NZ SURF LIFESAVING CHAMPS

The Gisborne Herald • Tuesday, March 17, 2020

PICTURES BY PAUL RICKARD

UP AND OVER: Waikanae’s Lachie Falloon, above, guides his
craft over a wave during an under-16 male ski race at the New
Zealand surf lifesaving championships in Gisborne. Falloon
went on to win the ski final in an excellent carnival capped
when he was named under-16 competitor of the champs.

THE LEGEND CONTINUES: He may have been beaten to the “flag” by Piha’s Daniel Rippon, above left,
in the final of the open male beach flags but 44-year-old South Brighton clubbie Morgan Foster showed he
can still foot it with competitors a lot younger than him. Multiple world and New Zealand title winner Foster
was also third in the beach sprint. Above right, Foster’s clubmates Zac Quickenden and Steven Drabble
celebrate winning the open male double ski final.
TOP THREE: Waikanae’s Christy Tate, middle, and
East End’s Claudia Kelly (right) and Julia Padrutt
congratulate each other after the final of the under-19
female ski. Padrutt won from Tate, with Kelly third.

HEADING FOR SHORE: Waikanae’s Briana Ingoe
carries her board to shore in an under-16 female board
race. Ingoe was a member of the winning u16 beach
relay team.

HAPPY CHAPPIE:
A delighted Hamish
Lockie, of Orewa, after
winning the under-19
male ski final.

IN A HURRY: Midway’s Britney Ford,
above, and Waikanae’s Georgia
Pitkethley, right, hit the sand running
— Ford in a open female ski relay
race, Pitkethley in the under-19
ironwoman. Pitkethley collected gold
in the u19 and open female beach
relays and u19 taplin relay.

IRON AND GOLD: Mairangi Bay machine Danielle
McKenzie had another sensational national champs,
including winning the open ironwoman, ski race and
board race.
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HAND TO HAND
COMBAT: It’s all on in
the circle, left, as Horouta
Taimana defenders Claire
Manson (left) and Cassidy
Beauchamp put the heat
on Waikohu 2 player
Jordyn Puketapu at the
Kathleen Henderson
Memorial Netball
Tournament — the
traditional season-opening
event for Gisborne
senior netballers. Right,
Waikohu’s Quilae
Hale-Marino places her
hand on the ball held
by Horouta wing attack
Ashley Tuari. Horouta were
second in the B Grade
won by Tatapouri Sportsfit.

WATCH OUT
BEHIND: Tatapouri
Sportsfit goal attack
Natalie Knight, left,
takes the ball while
tightly marked by
YMP 2’s Michelle
Brown. Tatapouri
won the Patsy Burke
Memorial Shield B
Grade section of the
Kathleen Henderson
Memorial netball
tournament

Pictures by
Paul Rickard
These and other
photos are available
for sale at The
Gisborne Herald
or online —
www.gisborneherald.
co.nz/photos

HEADING FOR GOAL:
United striker Stu
Cranswick, above, pushes
the ball past Gisborne
City keeper Mark Baple,
with City player Liam Ryan
giving chase at the Geoff
Logan memorial football
tournament held at Childers
Road Reserve. The ball
ran wide of the goal and
was eventually cleared by
the City defence. Right,
Wainui’s Rick Kitto does
not quite get his timing
right in front of Thistle’s
Janai Randall. The
tournament was a tribute
to the late Geoff Logan,
affectionately known as
Lumpy. A co-founder of
Sunshine Brewery, Geoff
was a keen football player,
referee, Gisborne City
club administrator and
supporter.

EYES ON THE BALL: Above, YMP 2
goal attack Kyrah Dewes rubs shoulders
with Tatapouri Sportsfit goal defence Alex
Sinclair. Right, OBM wing defence Kryssie
Bartlett lines up the ball but Gisborne Girls’
High Flyers’ Gianna Whaitiri looks set to get
fingertips to it before her.

ONE ON ONE: Wainui’s Jake Theron, above left, and Gisborne
Thistle’s Ash McMillan tussle for the ball. Below, Gisborne
United goalkeeper Seth Piper stops a free-kick against
Gisborne City.
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Trained with concrete and all his gear
IDITAROD by Mark Thiessen, AP
ANCHORAGE, Alaska —
Deep snow is slowing down
mushers in the Iditarod Trail
Sled Dog Race, but the leader
has a secret for dealing with the
difficult conditions.
“I’ve been training with 120
pounds of concrete and all
the gear in the sled,” Thomas
Waerner, 46, told a camera crew
from the Iditarod Insider as he
was preparing his sled to leave
a checkpoint outside the Alaska
community of Kaltag late on
Saturday (local time).
“That’s perfect for these kinds
of conditions,” he said.
Waerner, a native of England
living in Norway, was first to
arrive at the next checkpoint
— Unalakleet — on Sunday. He
rested his dogs nearly five hours
before leaving the checkpoint.
He said he wasn’t worried
about other mushers or making
a mistake in the world’s most
famous sled dog race.
“I feel I just will continue
what I’m doing, and that’s
driving the team, looking at
them and keeping my eye on the

hall, but this year it was set
up outside the village of about
235 people, 629 miles (1012
kilometres) into the nearly 1000mile (1609-kilometre) race across
Alaska.
The Iditarod, in consultation
with community leaders, decided
to bypass Kaltag over fears
of the coronavirus. Similar
precautions were made in the
village of Nulato, where the
checkpoint was moved from the
village to the Yukon River.
The race is continuing, but
officials have urged fans not
to fly to watch the finish,
especially those from outside
Alaska. The winner is expected
in the Bering Sea community
of Nome some time this week.
Most public buildings in Nome
have been closed to try to protect
against the virus, and post-race
activities like the musher’s
banquet have been postponed.
TRAINING PAYS OFF: Thomas Waerner mushes into Unalakleet, Alaska, on Sunday (local time) during
The race started on March 8
the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.
Picture by Loren Holmes/Anchorage Daily News via AP in Willow for 57 mushers, but six
have since withdrawn. The latest
mental part of it,” Waerner said,
“The physical, I don’t have to
“But they haven’t been down
to leave the race were Canadian
adding that his dogs had been
worry about it, but when I see
yet, so I’ve been lucky.”
rookie Martin Massicotte and
upbeat since the race started a
them going down mentally, that’s
The checkpoint in Kaltag
veteran Alaska musher Linwood
week ago.
when you have to rest,” he said.
is normally at a community
Fiedler.

SUDOKU

ARIES (March 21-April 19):

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Take advantage of whatever comes your way. Make calls, and be ready to
hustle into unknown territory to make your mark. You will pick up information
and ind out what's available quickly, allowing you to excel. 5 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):

No 10,941
CRYPTIC CLUES

Quick Crossword answers
also fit the large grid

ACROSS

DOWN

1. New-made cheese (4)
3. He tries to dodge his
duty (8)
8. Dog, or part of one (4)
9. He’s denied freedom
to express his political
views (8)
11. Form that saves time
for the writer (12)
13. Believe one side of
the account (6)
14. Where one may
witness moving
scenes (6)
17. Pleasure of
compensation (12)
20. It may be put to daily
use (8)
21. Stupefy in a most
unusual way (4)
22. The way to sit for an
ideal journey? (8)
23. They’re pressed into
service by musicians
and typists (4)

1. Going in for charm (8)
2. Can I be friendly? (7)
4. This insect will make a
chap sit up! (6)
5. In age erect, perhaps,
but still a relatively
young woman (5,5)
6. Fast nothing - it’s slow
(5)
7. Knot sailors try to
avoid (4)
10. He has a suit (10)
12. The wages of sin and
anger (8)
15. Unusual spite shown
by the French in a
letter (7)
16. Fearful of a strong
attack (6)
18. Maps some
mountains (5)
19. He’s not a striking
man (4)

QUICK CLUES
DOWN

ACROSS

13.
14.
17.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Jot (4)
Muddle (8)
Hoodwink (4)
Believed (8)
Harmonious
combination
(2-10)
Ligament (6)
Connect (6)
Mufti (5-7)
Creative (8)
Fairy (4)
Passionately (8)
Eager (4)

1.
2.
4.
5.
6.
7.
10.
12.
15.
16.
18.
19.

Happy Birthday:

Be aware of what's going on around you. Someone will take advantage of
you if given a chance. Take the irst step, and don't look back. Take care of
your interests, and you will be the one to prosper. 3 stars

DOUBLE CROSSWORD

1.
3.
8.
9.
11.

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Lily Collins, 31; Adam Levine, 41; Queen Latifah, 50; Vanessa Williams, 57.

Do whatever it takes to get along with people in higher positions. If you
want to have a say, you have to make allowances. Avoid situations that
are depressing or that can set you back inancially. Sometimes it's best to
sidestep controversy. 2 stars

SOlUTiOn in nexT pUblicATiOn.

QUICK
Across: 1 Ineffective; 9
Passage; 10 Idler; 11 Relic; 12
Gallant; 13 Xerxes; 15 Writer;
18 Madeira; 20 Corgi; 22 Trade;
23 Brittle; 24 Mensuration.
Down: 2 Nasal; 3 Fiancee; 4
Energy; 5 Trial; 6 Valiant; 7
Approximate; 8 Fraternises; 14
Radiate; 16 Receipt; 17 Barber;
19 Ideas; 21 Ratio.
CRYPTIC
Across: 1 Greasepaint; 9
Tirades; 10 Still; 11 Nylon; 12
Russian; 13 Answer; 15 Brogue;
18 Elector; 20 Least; 22 Sepia;
23 Aspirin; 24 Bespattered.
Down: 2 Rural; 3 Andante; 4
Ensure; 5 Asses; 6 Nailing; 7
Stand at ease; 8 Clandestine;
14 Steeple; 16 Relapse; 17
Truant; 19 Tramp; 21 Agree.

Wednesday, March 18, 2020

You have to be adaptable if you want to get ahead this year. Use your
intelligence to consider suggestions others make. You will ind workable
solutions. Address emotional matters, and situations that have been less than
satisfactory will improve as long as you are honest about the way you feel
and able to adapt to change. Your numbers are 3, 14, 22, 28, 31, 37, 46.

SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made
up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row,
column and 3x3 grid within the
larger grid must end up containing
each number from 1 to 9, and
each number can only appear
once in a row, column or box.
A sudoku grid has a single
unique solution, which can be
reached without using guesswork.

SOLUTIONS TO
PUZZLE 10,940

THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY

Point out (8)
Hurricane (7)
Engaging (6)
Reflection (10)
Game of chance
(5)
Team (4)
Caution (10)
Actor (8)
Accomplish (7)
Scribble (6)
Scots landowner
(5)
Couch (4)

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Use your emotions intuitively. Act instinctively, and you will make good
decisions. Partner with someone who complements what you have to offer.
Good times are heading your way if you are quick to take action. Ask, and
you will receive. 3 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Research will pay off down the road. Reconnecting with someone from your
past will lead to information and insight that will help you move forward. A
lifestyle adjustment or occupational move geared toward lowering stress is
encouraged. 3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Make purchases that will update your image. Do something beautiful for the
people you love. A work-related event will open up an opportunity to use your
skills differently. Pursue your dreams. Go for it; it's your turn to excel. 5 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):

Before you spend or make costly promises, consider the long-term
consequences. Rethink your plans and inancial feasibility. Don't let someone
with more disposable funds talk you into something you cannot afford. Look
for fun things to do on a budget. 2 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Present, promote and pursue your dreams, and you will get a good response,
great suggestions and an unusual offer. A spiritual or educational journey will
lead to a magical experience that will prompt you to make personal changes.
Enjoy the moment. 4 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):

Stabilize situations that are currently undergoing revision. Make sure any
plan you undertake is feasible. Don't follow someone or trust what others tell
you. Go directly to the source, and act on facts that are already veriied. 3
stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):

You'll have plenty of choices. Look for the best offer, and negotiate on your
behalf. Secure your position with legal documentation. A responsibility you
have dealt with for years will pay off. Gifts and unexpected offerings are
heading your way. 3 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):

If you have shared secret information with someone who isn't trustworthy, it
will be revealed. Don't make changes based on hearsay or what someone
else decides to do. Stay put, and work to stabilize your position. Protect
against injury and illness. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Associate with mentally stimulating people. A social event will put you in the
limelight and lead to an encounter with someone in a high position. An offer is
heading your way. Position yourself for advancement. 4 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are headstrong, possessive and charming. You are accessible and
proactive.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold.
FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects.
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals.
TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help.
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.
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Premier League scenarios
exercising the imagination
won the title and with a 25-point lead
the trophy was as good as secured, until
USUALLY, a large portion of the
the coronavirus pandemic intervened and
Monday morning topic of conversation
the Premier League hit the pause button,
in Britain’s workplaces and playgrounds
until April 4 at least.
is taken up by the weekend’s Premier
Scrapping the season as if it never
League and Football League action.
happened would be horribly harsh on
Crucial wins, calamitous losses, when,
Liverpool but advantageous for some
not if, Liverpool will seal the title and, of
clubs, including West Ham, in danger of
course, the obligatory VAR gripes, are the being relegated.
subjects to launch the week ahead.
At present, that scenario seems the
This week, however, after Friday’s
least likely but precedent is lacking
suspension, there is no action to chew
on what happens if a season is not
over, unless of course you follow a team
completed.
in the fifth-tier National League — the
European governing body UEFA
highest-ranking football competition yet
will meet today and is expected to opt
to stop because of the coronavirus crisis.
for a year-long delay to the Euro 2020
Not that there is nothing to discuss,
tournament that was supposed to start in
though.
June.
Just as across the globe, from golf
They will also discuss what to do
to cycling, from NBA to tennis, the
with this season’s Champions League,
unprecedented shutdown of top-level
which has stalled with the last-16 stage
sport has left English football in limbo
incomplete.
and scratching its collective head trying
Assuming the coronavirus outbreak
to figure out what happens next.
relents and sporting life returns to a
West Ham United co-chairman Karen
semblance of normality, say in June, it
Brady ruffled feathers at the weekend,
would mean the Premier League and
saying the Premier League, in which
Football League, together with their
teams have either nine or 10 games still
counterparts in Spain, Italy, Germany,
to play this season, should be declared
France and beyond, would have a window
null and void.
in which to complete their campaigns.
As if Liverpool’s fans, like everyone else
For the sake of everyone involved,
at the moment, haven’t got enough to
apart from those with glaring selfworry about, the “null and void” scenario interest, it is hoped that’s how it plays
is enough to leave them suffering
out, not least to decide which teams
sleepless nights.
qualify for UEFA’s Champions League
It is 30 long years since the Reds last
and Europa League competitions for next

FOOTBALL

season.
Otherwise the ramifications will be
bitter, complex and costly.
While Liverpool have run away with
the Premier League, few issues across
Europe’s big leagues are so cut and dried.
Just look at the relegation battle in the
Premier League and the promotion battle
in the Championship.
Six teams, possibly more, are in danger
of dropping off the Premier League gravy
train, with even bottom club Norwich
City only six points away from the safety
zone — not an unrealistic gap to close
in the remaining weeks. Norwich will
have the lawyers ready to roll if they are
denied their escape bid.
In the second-tier Championship, West
Bromwich Albion and Leeds United are
favourites for automatic promotion, but
at least 10 other clubs are in with a
shout of going up, either automatically or
through the playoffs.
The Premier League will meet on
Thursday to discuss its options. One idea
could be to award Liverpool the title,
scrap relegation, and allow West Brom
and Leeds to form a 22-club Premier
League for the following season.
That would be hugely controversial
though, as would having “playoffs” to
decide the title, relegation and promotion
issues.
But whatever happens, the football
debate will run and run and, like
coronavirus, finding a solution will be
challenging. — AAP

SPORTS BRIEFS
Gisborne links at Crusaders
ANOTHER Gisborne product, Fergus Burke,
has appeared in Super Rugby debuting for the
Crusaders against the Sunwolves in Brisbane on
Saturday.
Burke, a first five-eighth, came on late in the
game and kicked two conversions and scored a
last-minute try in the 49-14 win by the defending
champions.
Burke had an embarrassing moment when he
dropped a pass behind the goal line, but scored
his try only about 90 seconds later in the last
movement of the game.
Burke played football when he lived in Gisborne
and was spotted by Crusader scouts when he
played first-five for the Hamilton-based St Paul’s
Collegiate first 15.
He has since played for Canterbury, the
Crusaders Academy and for New Zealand at last
year’s under-20 world cup in Argentina.
Burke was in the match 23 for Saturday’s game
as All Black first-five Richie Mo’unga was being
rested.
With regular fullback David Havili recovering
from surgery, another Gisborne product, All Black
George Bridge, took the No.15 jersey.
And No.8 Whetu Douglas, educated at Gisborne
Boys’ High School, also appeared for the
Crusaders after returning from injury.

Three clubs in line for Brady
TOM Brady is set for his first foray into NFL free
agency, and the 42-year-old has at least three
suitors waiting in queue.
The free agency tampering window opened on
Monday. According to multiple reports, the New
England Patriots have competition from the Los
Angeles Chargers and Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
Speculation in the past two months also
included the Las Vegas Raiders and San
Francisco 49ers, but neither team is in the
running at this time, NFL Network reported.
Brady is a six-time Super Bowl champion with
the Patriots. He signed a restructured contract
before the 2019 season that prohibited the
Patriots from applying the franchise tag, opening
him to his first trip into free agency. — AAP

Iditarod sponsor pulls out
ANCHORAGE, Alaska — One of the Iditarod’s
top sponsors is dropping financial support, the
second major sponsor with Alaska ties to sever
relationships with the sled dog race this month.
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles confirmed on Monday
that the Anchorage Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
dealership will no longer sponsor the race. The
dealership for 30 years has been one of the race’s
principal partners and annually presents the race
winner with a new pickup at the finish line in Nome.
A statement from Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, or
FCA, noted the parent company did not sponsor
the Iditarod.
“Anchorage Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Center — an independently owned and operated
dealership — had been a sponsor of the race. We
understand and can confirm the dealership will
no longer continue sponsoring the race. As such,
FCA and the Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and Ram
logos will no longer be associated with the race,”
the statement said. — AP

Claims likely to be scrutinised
LONDON — Britain’s anti-doping body is
expected to look into allegations in a newspaper
report in which a farmer said he was offered
money to provide an alibi in support of Tyson
Fury for a case involving the world heavyweight
champion.
Fury and his cousin Hughie were handed
retrospective two-year bans by UK Anti-Doping
in 2017 after initially testing positive in 2015
for nandrolone, which they blamed on eating
uncastrated wild boar meat.
In the case, farmer Martin Carefoot said he
STRIDING OUT: Gisborne United’s Josh Harris prepares to strike the ball ahead of Gisborne City’s Max Logan at a pre-season
provided the Furys with wild boar. But he
football tournament at Childers Road Reserve on Saturday. The tournament was named after Max’s late father, Geoff Logan.
Picture by Paul Rickard has backtracked in an interview with British
newspaper The Mail on Sunday, saying he was
offered £25,000 to make up the story in order to
aid their case.
Boxing promoter Frank Warren, who works with
Tyson Fury, has described the farmer’s claims as
City were something of an Old Boys
“It was a lot of football,” he said.
FOOTBALL by Grant Miller
“outrageous” and “a load of rubbish”.
side and featured Logan’s son Max Logan.
The tournament was organised to give
Tyson Fury beat Deontay Wilder in Las Vegas last
PLAYERS in the inaugural Geoff
Wainui were the other side in the
Gisborne teams game time in the premonth to become WBC champion. In November
Logan memorial pre-season football
four-team competition at Childers Road
season without the stress of travelling.
2015, after he tested positive for nandrolone but
tournament had easily enough time on
Reserve.
Geoff Logan was a keen supporter of
before he was charged and subsequently handed
the park before the teams called it a day.
Playing the final after three 60-minute local football and co-founded Gisborne’s
a ban, he became a WBA, IBF and WBO champion
Gisborne Thistle and Gisborne United
round-robin games, as originally
Sunshine Brewery.
by beating Wladimir Klitschko.
would have been in the final on Saturday
scheduled, would have been some ask.
He provided sponsorship, helping to
WBC champion Mauricio Sulaiman told The Sun
but they elected not to play it and no
Thistle first-team coach Garrett Blair
cover fees for representative sides.
that the issue “does not impact on him (Fury)
match was held to decide third and fourth. said warm weather took its toll on the
Blair described Saturday’s event as a
being our heavyweight world champion” because
In the end, the trophy was awarded to
players and the teams decided it had
celebration of football and said people
Fury was “not involved with the WBC” at the time
Gisborne City.
been a big day already.
bought into the spirit of it.
of his case with UKAD. — AP

Plenty of game time in Logan memorial
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Batsmanship a big factor in results
CRICKET by Ben O’Brien-Leaf
WE’RE almost there.
It was the penultimate Saturday of
the 30-over, nine-a-side Junior League
at Nelson Park. The Tairawhiti Women’s
Cricket Club Hortigro Colts beat
the Bollywood Stars by 19 runs, the
Bollywood High School Old Boys’ Pups
were 15-run victors over the David File
Decorators Old Boys’ Rugby Sharks and
the DNature Dragons won the closest
game of the fifth round, against the
Ngatapa Knights, by 11 runs.
In the Knights-versus-Dragons clash,
Ngatapa captain Aiden Armstrong won
the toss and chose to bat. The Knights
reached 172-9 on the back of opening
batsman Gus Moylan’s innings of 33 from
32 balls.
Seamers Ari Robertson, 2-12 off four
overs, Keanu Makiri, 2-39 off four, and
Akira Makiri (who also effected two runouts), 1-17, were the Dragons’ best with
the ball.
Batting for the Dragons, first-drop
Nathaniel Fearnley hit 37 runs off 22
balls for the highest score of the game.
Akira Makiri, in at No.7, scored 28 from
27 balls. The Dragons lost 11 wickets

in total — two were during the “grace
period” for opener Keanu Makiri and
No.6 Jett Whittaker. Batsmen cannot be
given out in the first six balls they face
(their grace period) but if they would
otherwise have been dismissed, the
opposition are awarded five runs per
dismissal. The game ended with lastman-in Eruera Lucas surviving his fourth
ball. The score was 183 in 26.1 overs. At
that stage, two further wickets would not
have given Ngatapa victory.
The Dragons’ Nathaniel Fearnley
was a happy captain: “The Knights put
us under pressure, but it was simple:
we needed Akira, my younger brother
Brandon (13 retired, at No.8) and Eruera
to hold it together with the bat, and they
did.”
BATSMANSHIP was again a major
factor as the Pups edged the Sharks by
15 runs.
The Pups’ Taye McGuinness is unable
to bat because of an injury to his left arm
but he is a thoughtful captain. Having
won the toss, HSOB made 143-11 in 28.5
overs. In-form keeper-batsman Daniel
Bailie top-scored with 25 from No.2 and
second-drop Caleb Taewa retired for 19.

The Sharks have a good pace attack.
Joel Kirkpatrick took 2-8 off four overs,
Ben Langford, 2-13 off 3.5, and Oliver
Mackintosh 2-22 off three.
The bat-versus-ball contest with these
players is interesting at this the end of
the season, as their technical ability and
confidence have developed.
The Sharks lost 10 wickets on their
way to 128 in 30 overs. Last-man-in
Langford hit two fours and timed the ball
well for 17 runs from 25 balls. He was
their best batsman.
For the Pups, Malsha Mahabalage took
3-10 off five overs, and McGuinness took
2-12 off five overs of tight medium-pace;
Bailie took 1-7 in two overs of leg-spin.
WHAT constitutes a wide?
Yes, the TWCC put up 219-8 in 30
overs against the Stars, but aside from
keeper-captain Grace Kuil’s impressive
61 from 47 balls at No.8, the highest
individual score was 11, by Claudia
Wallace, in at four.
The Stars’ 87 extras included 52 wides
and 15 no-balls.
Philburgh Viljoen took 2-15 in four
overs of good pace and Anikate Bandral,
whose first exposure to representative

cricket came at Riverbend this year at
Year 7B level for Poverty Bay under
Andrew Scott and David Milne, took 2-16
off three overs. Some bowlers gave the
TWCC little to hit.
When the Stars batted, the women
went seven better on wides with 59, while
conceding 66 sundries. The Stars’ three
main runscorers were Connor Starck (36
off 34 balls, at No.8), second-drop Riker
Rolls (31 off 30) and Arlo Willis (23 off 30
balls, batting at five), in a total of 20010 in 28.3 overs; both Rolls and Willis
retired.
TWCC opening bowler Tegan Hayward
took 2-20 in four overs and first-change
Savannah McGhee took 2-22 from four.
Both teams had bowlers operating at
good pace, and who tested the likes of
Kuil and Starck.
“The Junior Colts have gone from
strength to strength,” Poverty Bay
operations manager Nic Hendrie said.
“We’ve seen the standard of cricket at
this level get better and better. We’ve had
11 fifties, a hat-trick and a five-for this
season.
“These players are awesome to coach:
we’ve seen so many personal milestones
this year it’s hard to count them.”

Round-up of virus effects on sport
NZ teams based in Australia

European, UK rugby called off

WELLINGTON — New Zealand’s professional
rugby league and football teams have taken the
extreme step of basing themselves in Australia
to continue playing in the face of the coronavirus
pandemic.
The Wellington-based Phoenix have agreed
to undergo 14 days of self-isolation in Sydney
in order to continue in Australian football’s
A-League. The New Zealand Warriors will base
themselves at Kingscliff in New South Wales
state to continue competing in the National
Rugby League, at least through the second round
this weekend.
The NRL and Football Federation Australia
have yet to follow other professional sports in
suspending their leagues because of the virus
outbreak and consequent restrictions on travel
and public gatherings.
All travellers landing in New Zealand are
required to complete 14 days of compulsory selfisolation, leading the NRL and A-League to rule
out playing further matches in New Zealand for
now.
The Phoenix, New Zealand’s only fully
professional football team, arrive today in
Sydney, where they will go into quarantine at a
hotel before resuming their league participation.
The New Zealand Warriors played their opening
match of the NRL season in a 20-0 loss at
Newcastle, north of Sydney, on Saturday and
decided to remain in Australia to avoid a period
of isolation returning to New Zealand and the
prospect of then being excluded from the league.
Their decision means players and support
staff may be separated from families in New
Zealand for weeks if the NRL continues to
play competition games as planned in empty
stadiums. The Warriors are scheduled to play the
Canberra Raiders, NRL runners-up last season,
on the Gold Coast on Saturday.
Two leading players, Peta Hiku and Patrick
Herbert, chose to return to New Zealand; Hiku’s
wife is pregnant and Herbert’s wife recently gave
birth to their first child.
The Warriors’ decision, praised by rival teams,
has come with logistical challenges. At least 24
players have remained in Australia and supplies
are running thin.
“The boys only came with enough gear for a
couple of days,” Warriors operations manager
Dan Floyd told the Australian Associated Press.
“We only had enough strapping tape for the
weekend. There’s our training equipment, training
jerseys for the week that we need to get here.
Footies. We only had enough footies for a captain’s
run and a game, not for a full week of training.”
Floyd said there was also the concern about
the club’s players who were still in New Zealand.
“They still need to train,” he said.
“Who is training them? Where are they going
to train? There’s just so many moving parts we
needed to consider but after the initial 24 hours
we’ve got on top of it and feel a lot better.” — AP

RUGBY’S last remaining professional leagues
have been called off.
England’s Premiership Rugby today suspended
its competition, which features New Zealanders
Steven Luatua, Charles Piutau, Lima Sopoaga,
Brad Shields, Waisake Naholo, Sean Maitland,
Malakai Fekitoa among many others, for five
weeks.
Next month’s European Champions Cup
and Challenge Cup quarterfinals have been
postponed and England’s governing body, the
Rugby Football Union, has suspended all rugby
activity until April 14 due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
The announcement comes after the British
Government imposed stricter social distancing
measures to tackle the spread of coronavirus.
An RFU statement said: “The decision has
been taken following government advice in
the interests of players, coaches, referees,
volunteers, supporters and the wider rugby union
community.
“Where possible, players at all levels are
encouraged to maintain their own personal
fitness and keep active during this time, while
following government guidelines about safedistance and safe-exercise environments.
“The RFU will continue to review and monitor
government advice and will provide detailed
updates on the impact to the season in the
coming weeks.”
A Premiership Rugby statement said: “We are
sorry to tell our fans that we will be postponing
our season for five weeks, in line with today’s
advice of Prime Minister Boris Johnson, which
confirmed that the Government would no longer
support mass gatherings.”
Super Rugby, France’s Top 14 and the Pro14,
involving teams from Italy, Ireland, South
Africa, Wales and Scotland, have already been
postponed.
It is hoped the four remaining Six Nations
games will be held in the last weekend of
October but at this stage the July tests are under
threat, with reports emerging that France are
attempting to pull out of their scheduled tour to
Argentina. — NZ Herald

Grand National cancelled
LONDON — Aintree’s Grand National Festival
has been cancelled and will not take place from
April 2 to 4 due to the coronavirus outbreak.
A statement from Jockey Club Racecourses
read: “Following the Government’s new public
health guidance regarding avoiding social
contact and stopping non-essential travel, and its
statement that emergency services are withdrawn
from supporting mass gatherings from tomorrow,
the Jockey Club has decided that it is no longer
appropriate to stage the event.
“Jockey Club Racecourses, which runs Aintree
and several of the UK’s leading racecourses,
had been assessing the feasibility of running the

world’s most famous steeplechase behind closed
doors with minimal staff on site, but the latest
government information on the measures needed
to contain the virus have led it to believe this is
no longer a viable consideration.”
Renowned as the world’s greatest steeplechase
and the biggest betting event on the racing
calendar, this year’s race had been due to see
Tiger Roll bid to join Red Rum as the only threetime winner. — AAP

Racing braces for big losses
NEW ZEALAND racing bosses are bracing
for huge losses even though no domestic race
meetings have been cancelled yet because of
coronavirus restrictions.
And even if race meetings are able to go ahead
with essential staff only, one of the greatest
losses to the racing industry could be its share
of TAB revenue from betting on sports, including
the huge overseas sports betting market.
Racing codes — thoroughbred, harness and
greyhounds — are planning to continue with
programmed race meetings but are aware the
rules around restrictions can change rapidly.
They are confident race meetings can be run
without crowds, with the essential staff needed to
run a normal race meeting probably below 200.
Required to be on hand would be trainers,
handlers, jockeys or drivers, administration,
safety personnel (starting gates, medical staff),
broadcast media and a small number of food and
beverage staff to feed participants.
But while racing bosses were investigating
plans to allow ticketed functions to continue on
racetracks, because the patrons would be more
traceable and could be cordoned off in one area,
those hopes are quickly evaporating under the
new restrictions on crowds over 500.
Effectively racing could allow up to, say, 300
members of the public to attend and not exceed
the 500-person threshold, but to what point?
And of the non-essential people allowed in,
it would make more sense that they were the
owners of the horses rather than letting 300
people attend a function and yet exclude the
people paying the bills. But by far the most likely
and safest course would be essential staff only
— everyone else watching on television.
The greyhound code will be the least affected
of the three as they have less human interaction
from participants, with no jockeys or drivers, and
because crowds rarely top 500. — NZ Herald

End of May key period
PARIS — Unless the coronavirus pandemic
is waning by the end of May, this year’s Tokyo
Olympic Games cannot be staged on schedule,
the head of the French Olympic Committee says.
“My feeling is that if we’re still in the crisis by
the end of May I can’t see how the Games can
happen (on time),” Denis Masseglia said in a
telephone interview with Reuters on Monday.
“If we are beyond the peak and the situation
is getting better, questions will arise about who

qualifies, but we will find the least worst solution.”
Masseglia, who is back from a work trip to
Japan, said the International Olympic Committee
would hold a conference call with the national
Olympic committees on Wednesday. — AAP

Women’s tennis suspended
NEW YORK — The Women’s Tennis
Association has suspended play until May 2
as the coronavirus pandemic continued its
unprecedented shutdown of world sport.
WTA said on Monday tournaments in Stuttgart,
Istanbul and Prague will “not be held as scheduled”.
“We will make a decision in the week ahead
regarding the remaining WTA European claycourt
events and will continue to monitor this situation
closely and its impact on the 2020 WTA Tour
season,” the WTA said.

NRL seeking top advice
SYDNEY — The NRL was to sit down with the
nation’s chief medical officer today as the league
ramped up its efforts to ward off the threat of the
coronavirus.
The meeting with professor Brendan Murphy
comes a day after ARL Commission chairman
Peter V’landys expressed confidence in the
game’s immediate future.
“We’ve got some biosecurity advice today
(Monday) which has made me a little bit more
confident moving forward,” V’landys said.
“We’re meeting with the chief medical officer
to get further advice. We want to make these
decisions with the best available information.”
NRL officials will also discuss preventative
measures with health minister Greg Hunt, who
has previously predicted the virus outbreak to
last six months.
But, as it stands, the league is determined
to push ahead with its season despite other
sporting codes suspending their competitions.
V’landys insisted the governing body would
not be rushed into making the same call, which
would have a disastrous financial implications.
In an attempt to keep players healthy, the
league has organised chartered flights for teams
travelling interstate for their games this weekend.
V’landys also said players needed to reduce
their social activity. — AAP

Pay cuts on cards in AFL
MELBOURNE — AFL players will be forced to
take pay cuts with the entire industry bracing to
“tighten their belts” amid the coronavirus crisis
hitting the world.
The season is not even certain to start as
planned on Thursday night, with the AFL to make
a decision today about Round 1.
When confirming yesterday that the 2020 fixture
would be slashed from 23 rounds to 17, AFL boss
Gillon McLachlan said every sector of the league
would suffer financially as a result of Covid-19.
Players will reportedly be asked to take pay
cuts of up to 20 percent during a shortened
season. — AAP
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Racing ‘sensational’ for champs
Karting by Rockin’ Robin
SENSATIONAL racing lit up
the Eastland Kart Club’s track
in Aerodrome Road for the club
championships on Sunday.
All drivers had three eight-lap
races, and received a start in the
front, in the middle and at the
back of the grid over the day’s
racing.
Drivers with the most points
won their divisions.
The young guns class really
turned it on, the lead changing
so many times in one race that
all drivers ended up leading at
some stage.
Hamish Worsnop was the
winner, Brodie Gooch was second
and Vinzent MacGregor had a
DNF (did not finish) in the end.
In the junior KTs, the
Iremonger brothers Seth and
Zavier raced really well, as did
Toby White.
Seth Iremonger finished first
overall, White was second, and
Zavier Iremonger won a four-lap
run-off against Greison Wells to
take third place overall.
A four-lap run-off was also
needed in the KT class, this
time to separate the top two
pointscorers. Warwick “Spring”
Thomson beat Nathan Williams
in the run-off to take first place
overall.
That meant Williams was

THE PRESENT: Warwick “Spring” Thomson (No.23) won a four-lap run-off against
THE FUTURE: The rookies class podium class at
Nathan Williams to decide first and second placings in the KT100 class at the club
the club championships — first, Jay Prosser, 8;
championships of the Eastland Kart Club at the weekend.
Pictures by Mai Gooch second, Conrad Gooch, 7; third, Nixon Gooch, 5.
second and Conor White, third.
Competition was hot in the
Rotax class, with the three races
being won by three different
drivers — Shanan Gooch, Paul
Farmer and Roger Moss.
Gooch also had two second
placings, which got him first
place overall; Farmer also had
a second and a third, which
meant he was second overall;
and Moss’s win was enough for

third place overall, ahead of
Cody Atkins, who had two third
placings.
Tara Whiteman had three
wins in the women’s class, while
Jay Prosser had three wins in
the rookie class.
Good racing was on show in
the proclass 270s. Harley Davies
picked up two wins and Cole
Rosie, one.
Rosie had two second placings,

and the other second-place finish
went to Ben Briant, who was
also third twice.
Thanks go to Shanan Gooch
and his family, who pulled
together to help out on the day.
The next meeting will be held
on Sunday.
Club championships, overall results
from three heats —
Rookies: Jay Prosser 1; Conrad
Gooch 2; Nixon Gooch 3.

Young guns: Hamish Worsnop 1;
Brodie Gooch 2; Vinzent MacGregor 3.
Proclass: Cole Rosie 1; Ben Briant 2;
Harley Davies 3.
Women: Tara Whiteman 1; Donna
Greaves 2; Aimee Whiteman 3.
Junior KTs: Seth Iremonger 1; Toby
White 2; Zavier Iremonger 3.
KT100s: Warwick “Spring” Thomson
1; Nathan Williams 2; Conor White 3.
Rotax: Shanan Gooch 1; Paul Farmer
2; Roger Moss 3.
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SUN-MOON-MAORI FISHING GUIDE

warm

A few morning
showers, then fine.
Strong SE dying
out.

9 noon 3
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morning min 11
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TOMORROW

Thursday

Mar 18

22
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19

Wednesday

Morning cloud with
southerlies, then becoming
fine with winds turning
northerly.

fine
fine
fine
fine
fine
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fine
fine
fine
fine
fine
fine

20
22
22
19
19
18
20
19
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TODAY IN HISTORY
2015 – All schools in the Gisborne
region were closed due to the
forecasted impact of ex-Tropical
Cyclone Pam. Parts of SH 35 around
East Cape, as well as local roads,
were closed due to slips and tree
falls. Power was out to several
communities around the East Cape
and Mahia Peninsula.
For the latest weather info including Weather Warnings visit

metservice.com

Best at

Bad

9:20 am
9:45 pm

© OceanFun Publishing www ofu co nz Maori fishing guide by Bill Hohepa

NZ TOMORROW
Auckland
Hamilton
Tauranga
Rotorua
Taupo
Napier
New Plymouth
Palmerston North
Wellington
Christchurch
Queenstown
Dunedin

8:27 am
8:54 pm

GISBORNE READINGS

WORLD TOMORROW

Taken at the Airport, for the 24 hours
to 9am, Tuesday 17 Mar 2020
SUNSHINE hours
8.4
On Monday, 16 Mar
To date for March
100.5
Average for March
179.0
To date this year
650.6
To date last year
695.1
WIND km/h
Max gust on Mon 16 Mar
S 54
RAINFALL mm
0.2
24 hours to 9am, Tue 17 Mar
33.6
To date for March
102.0
Average for March
95.2
To date this year
To date last year
172.0
EVAPOTRANSPIRATION mm
3.1
Daily average for past week
TEMPERATURE °C
22.6
Maximum
Minimum
13.8
Grass minimum
14.3
BAROMETRIC PRESSURE
At 9am 17 Mar (hPa)
1010.2
29.83
At 9am 17 Mar (inches)
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FOOTBALL

SPORT

Tuesday, March 17, 2020

KARTING

INSIDE
Iditarod ............... 20
Football .............. 21
Cricket, virus...... 22
Karting................ 23

No shortage of game time at
PAGE 21
Geoff Logan memorial

Racing ‘sensational’ at club
PAGE 23
championship meeting

Practice sessions cancelled
CRICKET
GISBORNE junior cricket practice
sessions this week have been cancelled
as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.
The Poverty Bay Cricket Association
called off all junior cricket practice
sessions for the week, citing increasing
dangers from the Covid-19 virus.
A Wairoa field day today was
cancelled and Sonrise Christian School
and Gisborne Intermediate teams were
to compete in tournaments next week
but they have been called off.
The Junior Colts 30-over final is due
to go ahead on Saturday. At this stage,

the prize-giving on Sunday will proceed.
PBCA staff members Bruce Kerr,
Graham Hudson and Jo van der Veen
— all from South Africa — have had to
pack up quickly to leave New Zealand.
They were on a flight from 8.30am
today.
Operations manager Nic Hendrie they
had a “hectic” time organising rental
cars and flights.
South Africa is to close its borders
tomorrow to foreigners from countries
highly impacted by the pandemic but
the situation has been fast-moving and
governments have been stepping up
travel restrictions.

READY TO COUNTER-ATTACK: Ashleigh Te Patu grasps the ball for Tatapouri
Sportsfit as YMP (2) centre Calley-June Clarke waits to pounce on any mistake.
Tatapouri goal defence Alex Sinclair (back left) prepares to give support.
Pictures by Paul Rickard

SAFE HANDS: Gianna Whaitiri of Gisborne Girls’ High School Flyers brings in a
pass under pressure from Kuianne Stainton during a game against OBM in the
Kathleen Henderson Memorial Shield tournament at Victoria Domain on Saturday.

YMP Whanau retain title
NETBALL by Murray Robertson
YMP Whanau won the A Grade
competition in Kathleen Henderson
Memorial Shield netball on Saturday.
Close games were a feature across
the four grades contested.
The season opener for the
Pak’nSave-sponsored netball
competition went off well after overnight
rain cleared and the games were played
in sunshine.
“A third of the games had margins
within three goals and goal differential
was needed to decide some results,”
netball commentator Sherrill Beale said.

YMP Whanau picked up the major
prize, while the Carmichael Trophy for
A Grade runners-up went to Whangara
Old Girls.
“The winners retained the shield they
won last year, but it was not as clear-cut
as last year,” Beale said.
“They lost to Whangara 17-10 in the
first game of the day, and then won their
other games.
“Luckily for them, Whangara lost by
one goal to Horouta Gold and drew with
Claydens Waikohu 1.”
The Patsy Burke Memorial Shield
for B Grade winners went to Tatapouri
Sportsfit, with the Carr Cup for the

second-placed team going to Horouta
Taimana.
“These two teams drew 10-all when
they met and then won their other
games, which meant they finished on
the same points,” Beale said.
“Goal differential was then used to
decide the winners.”
The C Grade winners for the Elizabeth
Crawford Memorial Shield were
Tairawhiti Maori Under-15s, ahead of
runners-up OBM, whose efforts won
them the Poverty Bay Umpires Cup.
“The Tairawhiti Maori U15s won all of
their games,” Beale said.
“OBM and Uawa Ngarangikahiwa

finished on the same points after they
both lost one game and then drew when
they met, so goal differential was used
to decide the runners-up.”
D Grade honours went to Ngatapa
White, who received the Dawn Gallagher
Memorial Shield.
The Bobbie Hunter Cup for runners-up
went to Uawa Hinematioro.
“Most of the teams used their
benches well and regularly subbed
players to try out different combinations,”
Beale said.
Competition games for seniors and
grading games for secondary and
intermediate grades start on Saturday.

