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BEADS 
PLEASE: 

Sisters Frankie and Olive 
Bunbury with broken 

bead necklaces that will 
be upcycled into gifts 

for Tairawhiti mums this 
Mother’s Day (Sunday, May 
10.) SuperGrans Tairawhiti’s 

Janine Ehu is pictured 
behind the sisters at the 

SuperGrans offices on 
185 Childers Road where 

donations of beads can be 
dropped off. The beads will 

be washed, colour-coded 
and turned into packs 

with wire that children can 
use to create a bracelet 
and give to their mums. 

There will also be a piece 
of coloured cardboard in 

each pack for a card to be 
made. Packs will be free to 

pick up. 

STORY ON PAGE 2 
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INSIDE TODAY

• Reminder that camping is banned in Level 3

• Law states councillors cannot take pay cuts

• Public urged not to put off healthcare

• Video game winnings go to family in need

• NZ ‘should have closed borders sooner’

• Breakthrough in treatment against Covid-19

COVID 19

by Murray Robertson

POLICE are frustrated by too many 
people breaching travel restrictions that 
remain in place under Covid-19 Alert 
Level 3. 

Another two motorists received formal 
pre-charge warnings yesterday and nine 
others got “educational warnings” — the 
next enforcement level down.

“We are still seeing too many people 
failing to comply with the Level 3 travel 
restrictions,” a police spokesman said this 
morning. 

“You are still supposed to be only 
travelling for essential purposes like 
supermarket shopping, visiting the 
doctors, and now, if you are engaging in 
various sorts of leisure and recreational 
activity. 

“People seem to be wanting to test 
the boundaries of the Level 3 travel 
restrictions,” he said. 

“It has got quite frustrating.”
The Level 3 requirements on the 

Covid-19 website indicate travel must be 
within the region. Inter-regional travel 

can only be for specific reasons. 
Meanwhile, a 71-year-old man was 

charged with assault yesterday after an 
incident outside the Westpac Bank in 
Gladstone Road.

“It was a minor alleged assault and 
the other person involved, a man, did not 
need hospital treatment.”

The police spokesman said when it 
comes to general crime-related incidents 
it has been pleasing to note a continued 
lower level of emergency response for 
police.

“We have had reduced calls for our 
services, which is a great thing.

“However, in the past couple of days 
we have had a few more calls about 
suspicious activity.

“We urge the community to ensure 
their vehicles get locked at night and 
that their properties are secure,” he said.

“If you see suspicious activity call 
police immediately.”

Gisborne District Council Emergency 
Coordination Centre group controller 
Dave Wilson has also reminded the 
community there remains strict travel 
rules to be followed under Level 3.

“Government guidelines say people can 
move but only once and in one direction.

“Inter-regional travel is allowed if 
you are an essential worker, going to 
work or school, travelling for medical 
or compassionate reasons, living with a 
shared bubble arrangement, relocating 
a home or business, returning home, a 
foreign national leaving the country or 
a Kiwi returning home after 14 days’ 
isolation or quarantine.”

Mr Wilson said people needed to keep 
their travel as local as they could.

“At Alert Level 3 — which started on 
Tuesday (April 28) —  people still need 
to stay in their household bubbles when 
not at work, school, buying groceries or 
exercising.”

Frustrated by flouters
Too many failing to comply with travel restrictions: police

READ IT, HEED IT: Police are urging 
people to follow the travel restrictions 
that remain in Alert Level 3.

Picture by Liam Clayton
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by Kim Parkinson

A 1.6-METRE-TALL teddy bear, fittingly 
named Big Ted, has been delighting 
neighbours and passersby during the  
Covid-19 lockdown and into Alert Level 3 by 
getting up to a variety of activities ranging 
from fishing to baking. 

Each day, Bronwen and Greg Galley 
have been entertaining the community by 
displaying Big Ted doing something new at 
their house on the corner of Lysnar Street 
and Moana Road.

Others, especially their neighbours’ 
boys Freddy and Jasper Shand, have 
enthusiastically given suggestions as to 
what the busy bear could do next.

“The boys (ideas) are the highlight of my 
day,” says Bronwen.

Big Ted is more than 30 years old and was 
originally a gift from Bronwen’s mother Bunty 
Brown-Bayliss (who turned 100 on March 
26) to granddaughter Belinda — the Galleys’ 
eldest daughter. 

Ted was passed down to siblings Philip 
and Louise and is now the beloved “Pooh 
Bear” of Belinda’s children — Chloe, 4 and 
Ryan, 1.

Louise said her dad was getting a lot of 
pleasure from setting up Ted in different 
places doing different and imaginative tasks 
such as fishing for a giant Easter egg.

 That pleasure has been shared by many 
in the community who have posted about it 
on the Wainui Beach Community Facebook 
page. 

The day the lockdown ended and the 
country moved into Level 3 restrictions, Ted 
was all set for a surf,  positioned on a quad 
bike loaded with a couple of surfboards. 

The next day he was in Louise’s truck 
getting ready to go back to work. 

Louise said it was great to brighten 
people’s day during lockdown and it 
had been bringing young and old in the 
neighbourhood so much joy.

“This has taken the teddy bear hunt to the 
next level,” she said.

READY...
TEDDY...
GO!

THE ADVENTURES OF BIG TED: Once upon a time there was a bear who had nothing to do with Goldilocks or Paddington 
Station but did know Christopher Robin. The bear was not the type to sit around and watch movies, play video games or complain 
that there was nothing to do durng a viral pandemic lockdown. He preferred to get out on his family’s Wainui property and get 
stuck into activities such as (above) cleaning the car, taking his bubble mates for a ride and practising his fishing off the upstairs 
deck. But when Alert Level 4 dropped to 3, it was all go for another of his passions . . . surfing. The End.   Pictures supplied

FROM FRONT PAGE 
by Sophie Rishworth

A PROJECT encouraging young ones to 
make a gift for their mums during Alert 
Level 3 is being organised by SuperGrans 
Tairawhiti.

Mother’s Day is on Sunday, May 10, 
and New Zealand will still be under 
Level 3 restrictions.

This is likely to mean a lot of home-
made presents will be given this year — 

the ones mums love the most.
SuperGrans Tairawhiti is asking the 

community to donate beads, which will be 
washed, divided into colours and packed 
up with memory wire. 

There will also be some coloured card 
in the pack to make mum a card.

There will be a post on the SuperGrans 
Facebook page about when the finished 
individual packs can be picked up closer 
to Mother’s Day.

For now, SuperGrans are in the bead-

collection stage. They ask anyone with 
broken necklaces, bracelets, or unwanted 
beads to drop them off in the box outside 
SuperGrans at 185 Childers Road 
(betwen Family Works and Business 
Applications).

The box is on the doorstep, so beads 
can be dropped off on the way to the 
supermarket or work, said SuperGrans 
Tairawhiti manager Linda Coulston.

The SuperGrans office hours are 9am 
to 5pm, Monday to Friday.

Emerre and Hathaway insurance 
brokers have sponsored the initiative.

SuperGrans reminds people to be 
mindful of little ones with beads around 
as these are a choking hazard.

Children under five years old who 
want to make a bracelet will need adult 
supervision.

The end of the memory wire has to be 
bent over to stop the beads coming off the 
end. And don’t stretch it or it will lose its 
memory.

Beads wanted for Mother’s Day gift packs

EXTRA traffic can be expected on 
Gladstone Road tomorrow afternoon with 
Gisborne’s KFC store opening at 1pm.

KFC stores have been opening in 
phases nationwide to make sure the 
wellbeing of its staff and customers 
is assured, Restaurant Brands chief 
executive officer Russel Creedy said. 

“Having this phased approach gives 
us time to make sure, store-by-store, we 
have the staff and necessary operational 
guidelines and checks in place to exceed 
both the Government’s requirements and 
the expectations of our customers,” Mr 
Creedy said. 

While dining rooms remain closed, 

the easing of restrictions at Alert Level 
3 means drive-through and delivery 
services will be able to operate. 

According to its national website, 
Gisborne is not among those stores 
providing a delivery service.

Enhanced cleaning, hygiene and social 
distancing measures will be in place.

Before returning to work all staff 
received training and certification on the 
new procedures. Individual work zones 
have been set up for each staff member to 
ensure safe distancing. 

The menu will have fewer items 
than usual to limit the staff needed in 
kitchens. However, KFC’s most popular 

menu items will still be available.
“Please respect our team and be kind,” 

Mr Creedy said.
The reopening of the Gisborne 

KFC store in September 2014 after 
refurbishing resulted in a drive-through 
queue that stretched for blocks down the 
main street.

Video footage of that went viral.
The popularity of McDonald’s 

reopening in Gisborne this week has 
also attracted plenty of social media 
attention, including the setting up of 
the Facebook page How longs the line at 
maccas gisborne, which as of today had 
405 members.

Gisborne KFC to open 1pm tomorrow
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by Aaron van Delden

THE law hamstrings Gisborne 
district councillors from reducing 
their ratepayer-funded salaries.

That point was made clear at 
last week’s extraordinary council 
meeting, where Mayor Rehette 
Stoltz relayed a message from the 
Remuneration Authority.

The authority sets pay rates for 
local government representatives 
throughout New Zealand.

Chairwoman Dame Fran Wilde 
says by law salaries set by the 
authority for the year to June 30 
must be paid.

Public sector remuneration 
has been in the spotlight since 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
announced on April 15 that 
government ministers and chief 
executives will take a 20 percent 
pay cut over the next six months.

Ms Ardern called the move “an 
acknowledgement of the hit that 
many New Zealanders will be 
taking at the moment”.

In an April 22 letter to mayors 
and regional council chairs, 
Dame Fran said under current 
legislation the authority could 
consider a pay freeze but not a 
reduction when setting future 
salaries.

The Government could consider 
changing the law to allow 
pay cuts for local government 
members, although the authority 
had “no idea” whether it would, 
she said.

Mayor Stoltz said the council 
would await a decision from 
Wellington on elected members’ 
pay.

In the meantime, councillors 
were free to make donations to 
charities — “and I know many 
do”.

The mayor and 13 councillors 
received pay rises following last 
year’s local body elections.

Mayor Stoltz’s annual salary 

went from 
$145,697 to 
$155,000.

Councillors’ base 
salary went from 
$39,515 to $44,009 
— with rural 
councillors getting 
a 5 percent bonus, 
committee chairs a 20-30 percent 
top-up and the deputy mayor a 
further 50 percent — from a wage 
pool of $631,530.

The Gisborne Herald asked all 
elected members for their views 
on making donations to charities 
in lieu of pay cuts. These were the 
responses:

Rehette Stoltz: “Both Deon 
(my husband) and myself are 
and have been actively involved 
in community fundraising 
initiatives for the past 19 years. 
We have been and will continue 
to make donations to local charity 
and fundraising organisations.”

Josh Wharehinga (deputy 
mayor): “I’ve always donated 
my time, effort and money to 
charitable and community causes 
that are close to my heart. I think 
this is something we should all 
do as a community, within our 
means of course, whether there is 
a pandemic or not.”

Meredith Akuhata-Brown: 
“I do donate to charities but I 
believe my standing for council 
was one way of giving back to our 
community . . . Our remuneration 
is considerably more than a 
large portion of our constituents, 
so the best I can do is ensure I 
represent everyone in our region 
to the best of my abilities and 
earn my keep.”

Bill Burdett: “I have 
contributed to a number of 

charities for a long period of time, 
and since my children have flown 
the coop, that contribution has 
increased.”

Andy Cranston: “My 
charitable contributions are based 
on consideration of the need and 
analysis of the impact that I may 
be able to have. Simply reducing 
my remuneration may fall short 
on that analysis, as I wouldn’t 
fully understand the purpose the 
pay cut would be used for. By 
personally making a donation, 
I am focused on addressing 
identified hardship or need.”

Larry Foster: “Our family 
business and I support many 
charities in our community 
regularly, as well as sponsoring 
local sporting events. I am also 
chairman of Aotearoa Social 
Enterprise Trust, which works 
hard with the most vulnerable in 
our community with employment 
and pastoral care initiatives. We 
are delivering food parcels to the 
most in need during the Covid-19 
crisis.”

Terry Sheldrake: “Kathy 
(my wife) and I have for many 
years sponsored local, national 
and international events, in turn 
contributing to our local tourism 
sector . . . We also continue to 
support organisations, individuals 
and charities, where possible, 
both in kind and financially.”

Kerry Worsnop: “My husband 
and I already have a number of 
charities which we support, and 
as farmers we are very mindful 
of how fortunate we are to still 
be operating our business. I will 
definitely be looking to increase 
our contribution towards those 
facing hardship in our community 
and am fortunate to be in a 
position to do this.”

Law rules out pay 
cut for councillors

NON-ESSENTIAL CAMPING: Some people staying at Turihaua Point and Pouawa during the lockdown told council 
staff they were homeless or self-isolating.  
 Picture by Liam Clayton

PEOPLE continued camping at Turihaua Point and Pouawa 
throughout the Alert Level 4 lockdown.

Locals noticed the campsites at the freedom and summer 
camping locations were set up late last month, before Alert 
Level 3 and just 48 hours later, Level 4 started.

On Tuesday it was noted the campsites were still occupied, 
and had been throughout Level 4.

Gisborne District Council team leader of monitoring and 
compliance Kate Sykes said in the days leading up to the 
lockdown, summer camping compliance officers visited all 
camping sites.

“The few remaining people were given instructions to 
move to alternative locations. 

“Some were homeless and others were self-isolating,” she 
said.

“All those spoken to were referred to the ECC (Emergency 
Coordination Centre) welfare team.”

Monitoring of the summer and freedom camping grounds 
stopped with Level 4 as this was not considered an essential 
service and the sanitation facilities were closed. 

Freedom camping sites remain closed at Level 3.
“The temporary accommodation service run by MBIE 

was tasked with helping tourists and others who were stuck 
during Level 4 to access alternative accommodation if they 
were camping,” Ms Sykes said. 

“Wherever possible the ECC contacted these people and 
assisted them with this service, but there were reports some 
were moving around to avoid detection.”

by Wynsley Wrigley

THE Gisborne public deserves 
“a big thank you”, says Hauora 
Tairawhiti chief executive Jim 
Green.

Covid-19 had provided scary 
and stressful times, but the 
success enjoyed so far by the 
health system could not have 
been achieved without the 
community “doing their bit”.

Mr Green was speaking to 
Hauora Tairawhiti District Health 
Board members about the efforts 
and “incredible commitment” 
of staff and other health 
professionals in the district.

But he said there had been 
a parallel response from the 
public.

People in Tairawhiti and 
across the county had followed 
lockdown requirements.

The public had made a huge 
difference and ensured Covid-19 
had not been transmitted.

While the board had planned 
for a disaster scenario, “and 
we’re not completely out of the 
woods yet”, surely, responsibly 
and carefully,  everyone in this 
community had done their bit, 
Mr Green said. 

“It’s an amazing testament to 
what people can actually achieve 
when they get the message, and 
they understand it.

“They put aside their thoughts 
on how it was going to affect 
their personal life and their 
business life, and realised 
they just had to do it, to keep 
themselves, their family and 
everybody else safe.”

Mr Green said there been 
much training and learning for 
Hauora Tairawhiti staff.

“We’ve been exposed to 
stories from other parts of the 
world and images from Italy, 
Spain, The United States and 
Great Britain.

“Invariably, we have seen 
Hauora Tairawhiti staff and all 
of the other people in health 
services step up.

Mr Green said it had been 
great to see how the community 
and medical staff, including 
public health staff, had 
responded.

“We all have to keep on doing 
it.”

The chance of Covid-19 
turning  into something “more 
major” was starting to recede.

Board chairwoman Kim 
Ngarimu said the situation would 
have been untenable if everyone 
had not done their part.

“If the health system hadn’t 
prepared for the worst case 
scenario, and all things had 
come to pass, it would have 
been just awful.”

DHB chief offers 
heartfelt thanks
for public effort 

Camping still
out of bounds

POLICE have confirmed the Walsh 
Street fire that involved a garage and 
the car inside it on Tuesday night 
was arson.

Fire and Emergency NZ was called 
to the Mangapapa property just 
before midnight. The garage and car 
were well alight when the first crew 
arrived.

“Our investigations have 

confirmed an accelerant was used to 
start the fire,” said Detective Senior 
Sergeant Kevin Ford.

“We would like to hear from 
anyone who was in that part of 
the city at around the time the fire 
started on Tuesday night.”

The Mazda 6 car and the  
garage/carport were extensively 
damaged.

Car fire deliberately lit

Mayor awaiting decision from Wellington
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THE public are urged not to put 
off getting the healthcare they need 
during Covid-19 Alert Level 3.

“People should not be afraid of 
seeking care and nor should they 
delay it,” said Hauora Tairawhiti 
GP liaison Dr Anna Meuli.

“Contact your health professional 
as you normally would but still 
make sure you phone first. 
You can get all the treatments, 
immunisations and medicines you 
need to stay well, whether or not it 
relates to Covid-19.”

While some services will not 
change the way they have been 
operating since Alert Level 4, 
others have more services available 
or different ways of accessing them. 

Pharmacies, medical centres, 
dentists offering emergency 
treatment and Gisborne Hospital 
have been open and operating 
during the lockdown and will 
continue to be so. 

“Strict hygiene measures and 
physical distancing measures 
remain in place. Personal 
protective equipment (PPE) will 
be used when required and many 
consultations will continue to be 
done over the phone or by video,” 
Dr Meuli said.

Respiratory assessments 
and testing for Covid-19 are 

continuing at the community-based 
assessment centres at the War 
Memorial Theatre, Te Puia Springs 
Hospital and Waikohu Medical 
Centre. 

People should contact their GP 
first or turn up to War Memorial 
Theatre between 9am and 11am or 
1pm and 3pm. 

Gisborne Hospital is still open 
for emergency care, says Hauora 
Tairawhiti clinical care manager 
Lynsey Bartlett.

“The only entrance is via the 
Emergency Department, where 
you will be greeted by staff and 
screened,” she said.

“We will be doing more urgent 
planned care, including elective 
surgery and radiology, than under 
Level 4. 

“We will contact people affected 
directly. If you haven’t heard from 
us, expect that your appointment or 
surgery is still deferred. However, 
if you think your condition  
has changed, please talk to  
your GP.”

Treatment and management 
of illnesses such as diabetes, 
respiratory problems and skin 
conditions, and all other general 
illnesses that do not require 
surgery, will get under way, with 
priority people seen first. 

Referred people may have their 
appointment over the phone or by 
video consult. 

General surgery will get under 
way, with priority people seen first. 

At this stage, hip and knee 
surgery is still on hold. 

Visiting specialist appointments 
are being reviewed and where 
appropriate, video consults will be 
offered. 

The daily fracture clinic is 
already up and running between 
8am and 4pm weekdays, and 
9am to 1pm weekends and public 
holidays.

Ultrasounds, MRI scans and CT 
scans continue to be offered for 
priority patients. 

Staff are working through the 
backlog of referrals, starting with 
people who have the greatest need. 

Other outpatient appointments 
will continue but will mostly be via 
video or over the phone. 

Tlab Gisborne is performing 
tests deemed urgent or essential by 
referring GPs. 

“We still have a strict visitor 
policy,” said Mrs Bartlett. “We are 
aiming to widen visiting a little 
under Alert Level 3.  At present, 
discretion is applied on a case-by-
case basis by the charge nurse or 
senior consultants.

“Please also note that in 
Gisborne there is no change for 
women in labour in Puawai Aroha 
Maternity. 

“Just as it was at Alert Level 
4, as well as your lead maternity 
carer, you can still bring only one 
birth partner or member of your 
whanau currently in your bubble to 
the birthing suite. 

“This will be the same person 
throughout your stay in the 
hospital, with no additional family 
or whanau.” 

General practices will be open 
but appointments will still be 
conducted online or by phone 
where possible, 

“GPs and nurses will continue 
to provide care for urgent 
issues, management of long-
term conditions, mental health 
consultations, prescriptions of 
medication and the treatment of 
common illness. 

“Patients will be referred to 
specialists and for other treatment 
if needed.’

Mrs Bartlett said one thing that 
shouldn’t be put on hold were 
childhood immunisations. 

“It is essential to be kept on 
schedule and it is safe to bring 
babies/children in for these as 
organised with your practice.”

‘Don’t delay healthcare’

by Sophie Rishworth

AS FAR as starting a new job in a different country 
during a global lockdown goes, 20-year-old Bethany 
Johnstone is grateful she ended up in Gisborne.

Bethany, known as Beth, is the Tighman family’s live-in 
au pair for their three sons Leo (3), Arthur (8) and Oliver 
(10).

Beth arrived six weeks ago on March 19, the day before 
New Zealand closed its borders.

It was an unusual beginning — after meeting her host 
family from a distance, she had to self-isolate for two 
weeks.

“They were very welcoming,” said Beth. “I wanted to 
meet the family properly but had to lock myself in my 
room.”

When she finally emerged, New Zealand was in 
lockdown.

So Beth has not seen much of Gisborne yet but does 
have a view of the Pacific Ocean from her room in the 
family’s home at Wainui.

“From what I have been able to see it is very beautiful,” 
she said.  “I always wanted to come to New Zealand — a 
beautiful place and not far from home.”

Beth took the job as an au pair from her home in 
Ocean Grove, a seaside town south of Geelong in Victoria, 
in Australia. She clicked with the Tighman family over 
Facetime and accepted an eight-month contract to look 
after Oliver, Arthur and Leo.

Once out of isolation Beth said she was able to meet 
everyone properly, and make connections with the 
children.

“They keep me busy and they’re all easy to get along 
with,” she said.

There are lots of board games, card games, baking, 
bike rides and the backyard is Wainui Beach.

“I have a view of the ocean from my room so I think 
that’s helping my mental health.”

Beth said she had been looking forward to Level 3 so 
she could surf.

“It’s been hard to watch the waves and not be out on 
them.”

Beth is very grateful she landed where she did, with a 
supportive host family in Gisborne, and her own family in 
Australia who she speaks to every couple of days.

Her parents and brother are still in Ocean Grove. 
Asked if her family were happy she was in such a perfect 
spot during a pandemic, Beth said “I think they’re a bit 
jealous”.

When she goes back to Australia at the start of next 
year, Beth will carry on with her nursing training which 
she interrupted for this gap year.  

She has a year left before graduating and is looking 
forward to a life dedicated to working as a nurse. 

STUCK IN 
PARADISE: 
Bethany Johnstone 
arrived the day 
before New 
Zealand’s borders 
closed five 
weeks ago. She 
is pictured with 
Oliver, Arthur and 
Leo Tighman, who 
she will be looking 
after on her eight-
month contract.  
 
Picture by Paul 
Rickard

LIDDY, John Philip.
— On 26 April 2020 in
England. Loved
husband of Meryl and
father of Aidan. Deeply
missed son of Jack and
the late Hilda Liddy and
brother of Annette and
Clare. At rest after a
long illness.
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Use services available to stay well says DHB doctor liaison

POLICE were 
assaulted and 
threatened by a 
man allegedly 
partying with 
people outside his 
bubble at Tokomaru 
Bay, Gisborne 
District Court was 
told. 

Parekura Tamati 
Kirikino-Nukunuku, 
28, yesterday 
appeared from 
Gisborne police 
station holding cells 
during an online 
sitting of Gisborne 
District Court. He 
applied for bail 
but Judge Warren 
Cathcart refused to 
grant it. 

Kirikino-
Nukunuku was 
remanded without 
plea in custody 
until May 25. His 
attendance at a 
registrar’s list that 
day is excused. 

Counsel Mark 
Sceats is expected 
to indicate pleas 
on Kirikino-
Nukunuku’s behalf 
to eight charges 
arising from the 
April 24 allegations. 

The charges are 
two of assaulting 
police, resisting 
police, three of 
threatening to 
kill or do grievous 
bodily harm (to 
two police officers), 
possession of an 
offensive weapon 
— a butcher’s knife 
— and obstruction 
in relation to the 
Government’s 
Covid-19 lockdown 
requirements.

Assault 
charges 
after 
alleged 
party 
outside 
bubble

Self-isolation start for au pair’s new job
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by Mark Peters

NEVER mind Fight Island, the proposed 
private location for Ultimate Fight Championship 
competitors.

Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) and UFC 
fighter Shane Young and Gisborne-raised 
philanthropist/musician Mustafa Sheikh recently 
went into combat with each other with weapons 
of Esports destruction in their respective 
lockdown bubbles for a $1000 purse.

But instead of the victor pocketing his spoils 
of war, the winnings went to a Tairawhiti family.

Sheikh — the founder of The Bread Charity, 
a non-profit charity aimed at eliminating child 
poverty saw an opportunity to challenge Young 
to 10 one-on-one rounds of the video game Call 
of Duty. 

A wager of $1000 was laid down, with each of 

the combatants playing in his own bubble and 
the winnings going to a family in need.

“We wanted to spread some positivity 
during this tough period,” said Sheikh, who is 
better known as Mussie or his musical alias Lil 
Mussie.

“Both of us have ties to the East Coast so 
saw it fitting to donate to an East Coast family.”

Mussie contacted Young, aka Sugar, with the 
idea of raising money for Bread and for the 
winnings from Call of Duty to go to a family in 
need.

“Mussie got in touch with me for this and 
to raise more awareness of his charity,” says 
Young. “I thought while we’re in lockdown it 
would be a cool thing to do.”

Napier-born Young went on to beat Mussie 
and credited his experience in the ring, where a 
fighter needs fast reaction skills and scanning 

abilities to succeed. 
“I got the better of Mussie because I’m skilled 

at scanning left and right.”
Under the terms of the virtual battle 

agreement, the vanquished was to find a family 
to give the money to. 

Mussie contacted Gisborne Mayor Rehette 
Stoltz, who helped locate a family who would 
greatly benefit from $1000 at this time.

London-born Mussie’s family, originally from 
Pakistan came to Gisborne when he was five, 
while Young has strong family connections here. 

The two men share a similar vision, says 
Young, who has family in Gisborne and, as a 
kid, spent holidays at Patutahi.

“In our lives we have had opportunities 
outside the East Coast bubble. We share the 
experience of coming to Auckland and seeing 
what the world had to offer and we have gone 

on to do things in our own way with success.
“With my connection with Gisborne, and with 

Mussie, who is of a similar age (Young is 26), I 
wanted to show people what people our age are 
doing.”

Having started his professional MMA career 
in 2012, Young made his UFC debut in 2017.  

As the fastest growing sport in the world, 
MMA will one day be seen as a code with the 
same recognition as more traditional New 
Zealand sports, he says. 

Centres such as Gisborne MMA school Te 
Kura Awhio are contributing to that growth, he 
says.

Mussie’s philanthropic endeavours saw 
him last year visit his old home town and the 
East Coast with All Black and Coastie Nehe 
Milner-Skudder to talk to children about their 
respective journeys.

Spoils of Call of Duty war go to Tairawhiti family

Sugar v Mussie

ONLINE COMBAT: Having agreed to one-on-one rounds of the video game Call of Duty, UFC martial arts fighter Shane “Sugar” Young (inset above left) beat Bread 
Charity founder Mustafa “Mussie” Sheikh and the duo gave the $1000 wager to a Gisborne family in need.   Young picture supplied, Sheikh picture from Herald files

by Trevor Brown 

AGENTS have kept busy selling stock 
on-farm into the second month of the 
Covid-19 lockdown that has kept closed 
the Matawhero saleyards.

But they have found the going tough 
in what is traditionally a busy time of 
the year for selling store lambs and 
cattle.

The closure of the saleyards and the 
dry weather have created problems for 
local farmers.

This has been aggravated by Covid-19, 
which has slowed chains at meatworks, 
creating further delays to processing, 
which in turn has dampened demand for 
store stock. 

However, considering the situation, 
the prices being paid for store stock have 
been satisfactory.

Glen Forrest, of livestock agent and 
dairy specialists Carrfields, predicts a 
long, quiet winter ahead, with a scarcity 
of animals in the spring.

His advice to traders is to regularly 
kill their prime stock, then replace with 
stores.

“This practice will greatly assist our 
hill country farmers who are trying to 

reduce their numbers before winter.”
Jamie Hayward, of PGG Wrightson, 

said much of the North Island has little 
grass, especially Hawke’s Bay, which has 
traditionally sourced store stock from 
the Gisborne district. 

“We hope the Matawhero saleyards 
will open again when we go into  

Level 2,” said Mr Hayward
Another negative factor is that some of 

the vineyards are no longer available for 
grazing sheep. 

Some local stock have been sold online 
but it was not a significant option.

Meanwhile, everyone is hoping for 
good rain.

Tough going as Matawhero yards 
remain empty in Level 3 lockdown

BRING ON LEVEL 2: It is hoped the Matawhero saleyards, which have been empty  
through the Covid-19 lockdown, will reopen when the Alert Level drops to 2. Stock 
agents have been selling stock on-farm, but stock sales commentator Trevor Brown 
says it has been tough going for them.  Picture by Liam Clayton

TAUWHAREPARAE Road is closed to 
heavy vehicles at the 20-kilometre mark due 
to safety concerns about the stability of the 
road surface where a major retaining wall is 
being constructed. 

The period of the road closure is to be 
confirmed and it remains open only to light 
vehicles and utes.

The closure is separate to the repair of 
the Mangaheia Bridge No.1, which reopened 
to all traffic yesterday.

Engineers had been monitoring cracking 
on the road surface and hillside during 
the repair, which has continued during 
lockdown, Gisborne District Council said.

Further movement of the hillside caused 
the cracking to worsen and with intense 
heavy vehicle movement expected in 
coming weeks, the decision was made 
to close the road to heavy vehicles while 
repairs take place.

Alternative repair options were being 
evaluated to reopen the road as soon as 
possible. 

Work is also under way to ensure the 
alternative route through Mata Road is in 
the best possible condition.

More details about the closure period 
and repair will be provided in coming days.

Repair work closes 
Tauwhareparae Rd 
to heavy vehicles
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Double drink-driver jailed
MOSGIEL — A double drink-driver who turned 

up at court intoxicated and had to dry out in the 
police cells has been jailed for five months.

However, Ravindra Singam Ganesan, 58, was 
likely to be released from prison soon, because of 
the time he had spent behind bars on remand.

The defendant first came to the attention of 
police in July last year, when a member of the 
public called to express concerns about his 
driving.

When police found him ordering food, he was 
so drunk he could not complete breath-testing 
procedures.

A blood sample gave a result of 293mg — nearly 
six times the legal limit.

Ganesan doubled his trouble, while on bail, in 
January.

Responding to reports of erratic driving around 
downtown Dunedin, police pulled over the 
defendant and the signs of excessive alcohol 
consumption were clear.

Ganesan turned up to court on January 24 while 
drunk.

He was disqualified from driving for 28 days, 
with alcohol-interlock licensing provisions to 
follow. — NZ Herald

Fireball destroys vehicles
AUCKLAND — A massive explosion and fireball 

rocked west Auckland suburbs early today, 
destroying at least a dozen vehicles.

Thick black smoke filled the sky in west 
Auckland after the cars went up in flames at a 
New Lynn wrecker’s yard.

Fire and Emergency NZ northern shift manager 
Carren Larking said multiple calls were received 
about the fire since 1.06am.

“Some people said it was just a grass fire, 
some said it was a transformer on fire, but 
on arrival we found 12-15 cars on fire in a car 
wrecker’s yard.”

Four fire trucks and crews were needed to 
extinguish the fire, on Great North Rd between 
Clark St and Rata St. — NZ Herald

by Audrey Young, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — New Zealand was ill-
prepared for the Covid-19 pandemic and 
was caught with its pants down, leading 
academic Professor Des Gorman has told 
the Epidemic Response Committee.

New Zealand should have closed its 
borders in mid-February, not at the end 
of March but it didn’t have the resources 
to do so, he said.

“We went into this pandemic 
profoundly under-prepared and when we 
should have closed the borders hard, we 
couldn’t.”

Being properly resourced meant being 
able to call on the army and police to set 
up motels, and even a tented village.

“I think we were spectacularly 
complacent,” he said. “Our casualness, 
born out of ‘that’s a problem over there’ 
has left us figuratively with our pants 
down.”

Borders were closed to all non-
residents on March 19. Anyone with 
symptoms of Covid-19 was quarantined 
and the others were required to go into 
self-isolation under high-trust rules, 
until April 10 when self-isolation rules 
were tightened and strictly managed.

Gorman said returning New 
Zealanders should have been treated 
in a “low-trust” environment, including 
having someone checked the moment 
they turned off their phone.

“Public health measures have failed 
all around the world because they 
keep assuming that humans behave 
consistently rationally.

“People don’t make rational decisions.
“We squandered our major advantage, 

which was geography,” said Gorman, a 
former dean of the Auckland University 
Medical School who is advising the 
committee formed to monitor the 
country’s response to the pandemic.

“The hard work we need to do to 
stamp it out is because we had failed to 
keep it out.”

Public health units were under-
resourced and there was a shortage of 
personal protective equipment for health 
workers.

He said Australia had 10 intensive 
care unit beds per 100,000 people, 
Germany had 33, but New Zealand had 
only three.

“New Zealand, 20 days after our 
first case, closed our borders to foreign 
travellers,” he said.

“Now, that made us among the first in 
the world to have done that. So I think 
that was a significant move by us, and 
we did it very, very early on in our Covid 
journey.”

But he said it was “very difficult for 
the world to have actually been well 
prepared for what has become a one-in-
100-year global pandemic”.

Director General of Health, Dr 
Ashley Bloomfield, also challenged 
the suggestion New Zealand was not 
properly prepared.

“I think for an under-prepared or 
ill-prepared country, we have done 
remarkably well, and I don’t think we 
were ill-prepared,” he said.

“I think the evidence is in the position 
we find ourselves now.”

He reported two new cases of  

Covid-19 yesterday, the second day 
of Alert Level 3, taking the total of 
confirmed and probably cases to 1474. 
Of them, 83 percent are considered 
“recovered” cases.

There have been 19 deaths, though no 
new ones reported yesterday.

There remain 16 significant clusters 
and Bloomfield said the cluster based 
around Marist School (94 with 85 
recovered) would be the subject of closer 
study to look at patterns of transmission.

Ardern said New Zealand currently 
has 3241 people in quarantine or 
managed isolation, and 25 people had 
tested positive while being in managed 
facilities.

Of yesterday’s two new cases, one was 
in quarantine.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Winston Peters 
made a splash at his first press 
conference since returning from 
lockdown in Northland, by revealing the 
Ministry of Health had actually wanted 
to shut down the border completely, 
including to returning Kiwis.

He and Ardern made it clear that it 
had not been contemplated as a serious 
policy option but it had been prepared 
for a meeting on March 25.

Peters was attempting to dispel 
criticism “that the Government’s 
response has been too myopic and 
captured by advice from the Ministry of 
Health”.

“Both critiques could not be further 
from the truth.”

New Zealand implemented a lockdown 
before a single person had died from 
Covid-19; it required self-isolation by 
international arrivals 17 days after the 
first case was confirmed; it closed its 
borders to foreign nationals 20 days after 
the first case; and it imposed a lockdown 
26 days after the first case.

NZ ‘under-prepared’ 

by Max Towle, RNZ

WELLINGTON — The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) says New Zealand 
has been world-leading in its response to 
Covid-19.

But at the same time, a top official 
for the organisation is warning against 
complacency.

Western Pacific incident manager 
Abdi Mahamud said the WHO had been 
particularly impressed with how the 
Government had communicated, and how 
people had observed social restrictions.

“Our view of New Zealand’s response 
has been one of the strongest in the 
world. 

“There is a lot that global communities 
can learn from the response,” he said.

“There are aspects of New Zealand’s 
response that can be easily replicated 
in all countries, regardless of geography 
and resources.”

But in response to Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern’s comment that New 
Zealand has eliminated the virus, Dr 
Mahamud warned the country must not 
become complacent.

“Elimination? Every country has a 
different connotation with (the word), 
but what we understand is that the 
Prime Minister means a reduction in the 
undetected chain of transmission in the 
community,” he said.

“But we have to be very cautious 
moving forward so we don’t fall into a 
sense of ‘we did it’.”

Mahamud said until a safe and 

effective vaccine was developed, some 
social-distancing requirements must 
continue. “We believe in the New Zealand 
Government’s strategy, that is based on 
science and evidence.”

He said on May 7, Minister for Health 
David Clark would appear in the WHO’s 
weekly video conference to discuss the 
challenges New Zealand had faced.

He also urged New Zealand to 
support Pacific nations, should there be 
significant outbreaks in those countries.

“We would like to request New Zealand 
support other developing countries, 
particularly the Pacific Islands,” he said.

“There are Pacific nations with limited 
resources and fragile health systems  
. . . so the deployment of senior (health) 
officers and financial support.” 

WHO warns against complacency

WELLINGTON — Parents of kohanga 
reo students have complained to the 
Ministry of Education that their tamariki 
missed out on home-learning resources 
that children in mainstream preschools 
received.

The Ministry of Education has dealt 
with 10 complaints relating to disparities 
between mainstream preschool distance-
learning packs — which included crayons, 
chalk and more books — that kohanga reo 
packs didn’t have.

However, the Ministry’s early learning 
and sector achievement deputy secretary 
Ellen MacGregor-Reid said only 
mainstream early childcare centres who 
were eligible for Targeted Funding for 
Disadvantage received learning packs.

Targeted Funding for Disadvantage is 
where 20 percent of children attending 
the ECE centres have spent most of their 
life as the dependant of a beneficiary.

That included 390 kohanga reo and 16 
puna reo, covering 8400 children.

“The purposes of the two learning 
packs are somewhat different, and we are 
making sure children who attend eligible 
kohanga also receive both,” MacGregor-
Reid said.

“The early learning packs contain 
resources that support early-learning 
development through play in the home. 
The packs for children in kohanga are 
designed to support Maori language 
learning in the home”.

She said that te reo Maori material to 
kohanga began last week, and was still 
being distributed.

Kohanga Reo Trust chief executive 
Angus Hartley said there was a difference 
between te reo Maori packs and 
disadvantaged packs, but he didn’t believe 
there was a disparity in resourcing.

“Since this has blown up, we have tried 
to respond and make sure there is some 
equity in those packs.” — RNZ

Kohanga reo 
students ‘have 
fewer resources’

Nation ‘should have closed borders sooner’

‘ We have done 
remarkably well  
. . . I don’t think we 
were ill-prepared. ’ 

 —Dr Ashley Bloomfield

LONG WAY FROM HOME: 
Kiwis who missed out on three mercy 
flights bringing home those stranded in 
India say they feel like they are being 
left stranded again. Although about 
1600 expressed interest to return home 
on the Ministry of Affairs and Trade’s 
SafeTravel website, the flights could 
only take a combined total of about 600. 
The third and final flight organised by 
the ministry is expected to depart New 
Delhi today with about 200 passengers.  
In an email, MFAT said the New Zealand 
Government had worked hard to 
organise the three flights from India. The 
Ministry urged those still stranded to 
talk to travel agents and airlines to work 
out how they can return home when 
commercial flights become available 
again. Picture supplied
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by Simon Collins, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — A huge $88 million 
scheme to give computers to school 
students who don’t have them is running 
behind schedule because of a muddle over 
addresses.

Ministry of Education chief digital 
officer Stuart Wakefield says 3519 
computers were dispatched to students 
by April 23, less than a quarter of the 
17,000 that were said on April 8 to be 
“ordered and confirmed to be shipped to 
students and akonga in April”.

Schools were told last week that the 
ministry was “cleansing the data for 
student locations” after “some deliveries 
had been affected by the addresses not 
matching where the student is based for 
home learning during Alert Level 3 and 
4”.

Schools were asked to validate all the 
addresses again by April 24.

Aorere College Year 11 student Tiresa 
Tufue, 15, received a computer at home 
about a week ago but it was addressed 
to another student so the courier took it 
away again.

She and her Year 10 brother Sam, 14, 
have both been promised new computers 
this week but they have not turned up 
yet.

Aorere principal Greg Pierce said 
the Ministry told him it “was aware of 
the error and how it occurred and that 
it would be rectified with the courier 
company immediately”.

“At this stage, I know some students 
have received them and some are still 
waiting unfortunately,” he said.

“In addition, we are providing an 
additional 40 Chromebooks to other 
needy senior students who were not on 
the final ministry list, which we only 
had 48 hours to confirm from limited 
information.”

In the meantime, Tiresa and Sam have 
to wait to use their mother’s cellphone 
when they want to talk to a teacher or 
photograph their written work to send 

to their teachers, but their mother is 
working from home during the Covid-19 
restrictions and often needs the phone.

“It’s kind of frustrating and okay at the 
same time,” Tiresa said.

“What’s often frustrating about it is 
that we don’t know when the teachers 
are available, we can’t ask them for 
help. They give out tasks, we ask them 
questions that we need, then they leave 
us and do other school work.

“The good thing is that I don’t have 
to ask the teachers all the time. I can 
just ask my family members and friends 
because they already know what the task 
is.”

However, the siblings’ 11-year-old 
brother Falefa, in Year 8 at Mangere 
Central School, has been lent a school 
Chromebook, and on Friday, the family 

received a modem from the Ministry of 
Education with a six-month free internet 
package.

Wakefield said the ministry had 
commissioned far more internet 
connections than computers so far — 
17,969 connections ordered by April 23.

Priority for both computers and 
internet connections is being given to 
20,000 homes where there are students 
in Years 11 to 13 with no existing 
internet, so the latest figure suggests 
most of this group now have or will soon 
have connections.

Wakefield said schools had also lent 
students 11,879 computers from their 
existing stocks.

Earlier this month, he said there were 
82,000 homes with up to 145,000 school-
aged children without home internet. 

Most of those were also assumed to need 
computers, but all schools have checked 
on this list with their families.

Aorere College, whose parents are 
rated in the second-poorest 10th of the 
country (decile 2), requires all students to 
bring their own devices to school. It offers 
discounted Chromebooks for $379 from 
Harvey Norman and provides a letter for 
parents to take to Work and Income if 
they need a loan to buy them.

The Tufue siblings’ mother, Laila Tufue, 
said she did buy them a Chromebook but 
it was lost when she had to put it in for 
repair.

“We had police reports, but we never 
got it back,” she said.

As the family’s sole breadwinner, she 
said she could not afford to buy another 
one.

“I carry that guilt as a parent, that 
I have not been able to provide the 
resources necessary for my children,” she 
said.

“Do I make sure that they have 
uniforms so that they are not running 
around and hiding from teachers? Or do 
I make sure that they have food on the 
table and a warm house and a roof over 
their heads?

“It’s juggling what’s necessary 
and what isn’t, and it has hugely 
disadvantaged them, particularly the 
older ones.”

Before the lockdown, the family used 
computers and internet at the library and 
at Laila Tufue’s sister’s house, but both 
were out of bounds during the Alert Level 
4 lockdown and the library is still closed.

Laila Tufue said she was “really 
grateful” for the free internet and the 
promised computers, but felt teachers 
had not previously realised the realities 
for families like hers.

“When they are in school, they are just 
another child, and it’s assumed that they 
have access to all these things,” she said.

“It took a lockdown to see that a lot of 
families are struggling to provide what 
many take for granted.”

The glitch in NZ’s computer plan
$88m scheme to give devices to kids at home hits hurdle

WELCOME ADDITION: The Tufue kids from Aorere College, from left, Tiresa, 15, 
Falefa, 11, and Sam, 14, have been supplied with 6 months free internet from the 
Ministry of Education, and Falefa has been supplied a chromebook laptop from his 
school to use while under Covid-19 Level 3.  NZ Herald picture

WELLINGTON — Schools and early-
childhood centres reopened their classrooms 
yesterday for the first time in five weeks.

Only the children of people who could 
not work from home were allowed to attend, 
and principals said many schools had fewer 
students than expected.

The Ministry of Education had been told 
about 43,000 children would return.

It said by mid-morning, it was confirmed that 
7713 children were attending an early learning 
service and 11,846 were at school. However, 
not all schools and early learning services had 
reported by then.

Wellington’s Berhampore School principal 
Mark Potter said six of the 14 children 
expected to attend had turned up.

“It looks like there should be more people 
and it’s still a bit of a ghost town, so we are 
going to have to work quite hard to make sure 
the children who are on site don’t feel isolated 
by being here.”

Potter said the school would be organised 
into two separate classes with two teachers in 
each class.

The teachers would take turns working with 
the children in the classroom and then working 
with their regular students who were learning 
from home, he said.

The Principals Federation and the 
Secondary Principals Federation said other 
schools also reported seeing fewer students 
than they had expected. — RNZ

Schools report 
fewer children 
than expected

by Dubby Henry, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — There are 
reportedly 115 healthcare workers across 
New Zealand who have been infected 
with Covid-19 — just over 10 percent of 
all confirmed cases.

As of Tuesday, healthcare workers 
made up just over 10 percent of the 1124 
confirmed cases, or 8 percent of the total 
1472 cases, according to figures provided 
to Stuff by the Ministry of Health.

Sixty-eight percent of healthcare 
workers had recovered fully from the 
virus by Tuesday, according to Stuff, 
compared to 82 percent of all cases in 
New Zealand.

Of the 115 cases, four out of five had 
not been overseas recently — just 21 
percent had travelled.

Rates of infection appear to have risen 
faster among healthcare workers than 
among the rest of the population, at least 
during the second half of the Alert Level 
4 lockdown.

Between April 12 and April 28, the 
number of infected healthcare workers 
climbed 14 percent compared to a 10 
percent national increase, according to a 
NZ Herald analysis.

The Ministry of Health told Stuff it 
would not give further information on 
cases — including where they worked or 
in what roles — due to privacy reasons.

Earlier in April, the senior doctors’ 
and dentists’ union demanded the 
Government release more specifics 
about medical professionals who had 
contracted the virus in its daily updates.

Sarah Dalton, spokeswoman for 
the Association for Salaried Medical 
Specialists (ASMS), said at the time, an 
official subset of data relating to medical 
staff would be useful at a national, DHB 
and community level.

Despite the ministry’s reported refusal 
to give specifics on the latest healthcare 
infections, similar information has 
previously been released to the media.

A report earlier this month from 
Newsroom said by April 12, there 
were 101 infected healthcare workers, 
including 48 support or care workers, 
31 nurses, seven doctors, four medical 
students and 11 in other roles. Aged care 

workers weren’t included in the figures.
Comparing those numbers with the 

latest figures from Stuff, the number of 
infections among healthcare workers 
climbed 14 percent between April 12 and 
April 28.

Over the same 16-day period, the total 
number of cases in New Zealand (both 
confirmed and probable) went from 1339 
to 1472 — a 10 percent increase.

It’s not clear if there are any 
additional probable cases among 
healthcare workers or whether these 
have been included in the total figures. 
Healthcare workers with Covid-19 are 
more likely to be counted as confirmed, 
rather than probable cases, as they are 
prioritised for testing.

Case definitions provided by 
the Ministry of Health advise that 
while symptomatic close contacts of 
a confirmed case can be treated as 
probable cases and don’t need testing, 
healthcare workers in this position 
should still be tested.

Internationally, healthcare workers 
make up a large proportion of those 
infected. In mid-April, some 17,000 
medical professionals in Italy had 
tested positive, or around 10 percent of 
all cases, according to Agence France-
Presse. And the Guardian reported 
that in some parts of the United States, 
medical professionals made up 20 
percent of all cases.

Different rates of testing among 
medical professionals and the general 
public could affect the accuracy of those 
numbers.

Healthcare workers ‘at greater risk’

ESSENTIAL WORKERS: Healthcare 
workers reportedly make up 10 percent 
of confirmed Kiwi Covid-19 cases. 
 File picture
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by Kelly Makiha, NZ Herald

ROTORUA — A Rotorua 
mother says the actions of a 
stranger allowed her and her 
daughter to escape two snarling 
and scary dogs so they could run 
to safety.

Katie, who only wanted her 
first name to be published, was 
running on Sunset Rd while her 
7-year-old biked beside her when 
they noticed two dogs running 
around together up ahead.

Katie said before they got to 
the dogs, she was able to tell her 
daughter how best to handle the 
situation and reinforce some of 
the messages she’d learned at 
school — such as allowing the 
dog to sniff you, but not making 
any sudden movements or loud 
noises.

She wasn’t sure of the dog 
breeds but said they both looked 
mixed breeds and had square 
shaped heads, similar to pitbulls. 
One was black with a collar and 
the other was brindle colour.

She said initially the dogs just 
sniffed them and they seemed 
fine so she kept jogging, but 
then the dogs wouldn’t leave her 
daughter alone and she heard 
her cry out “Mum, help”.

“They were all over her. I 
started to walk back towards her 
but then they started to go on 
the attack at me, snarling and 
barking at me.”

They then started nipping at 
Katie, with one jumping up and 
clawing the back of her legs.

“I wrapped myself around 
my daughter to try to protect 
her. Both of them were getting 

frenzied.”
A man who was in the area 

heard the commotion and came 
to help and started yelling at 
the dogs. The dogs then turned 
their attack on the man and he 
was kicking the dogs with his 
gumboots to keep them from 
jumping up on him.

“I then yelled back to him ‘do 
you need help?’. But he just told 
us to run.”

Katie said their run back to 
their home had never been so 
quick. “I had all this adrenalin 
in me.”

She rang the Rotorua Lakes 
Council’s Animal Control when 
she got home who said they had 
already taken an anonymous 
call from the man.

“If they wanted to hurt us, I 
guess they would have, but I 
don’t know how long they would 
have gone on. They just got more 
and more aggressive and were a 
lot more aggressive on the man. 
I just really want to thank him.”

Katie said her daughter had 
not wanted to ride her bike since 
but she was sure she would get 
back on it eventually.

“She will be okay until we 
meet another dog not on a lead.”

She said it was timely for 
parents and caregivers to 
remind their children how to act 
around dogs given there were 
more families in bubbles and 
kids riding bikes and scooters by 
themselves on footpaths.

Animal Control team lead 

Dylan Wright said one of their 
team members attended the 
callout on Friday and was able 
to find one of the dogs.

The dog’s owner advised the 
second was a neighbourhood 
dog and was not able to provide 
an address for where it lived, 
Wright said. Due to the witness 
wishing to remain anonymous, 
Wright said they were limited 
as to any further action because 
they must have a witness to 
issue an infringement.

“This is to ensure that if an 
owner disputes the offence, 
council is able to provide a 
credible witness in court.”

Wright said it had been 
disappointing animal control 
issues hadn’t dropped during 
Alert Level 4.

“With the majority of people 
at home, they should know 
where their dogs are and these 
incidents should be minimal.”

He said it usually ended up 
being dogs and other members of 
the public that were affected by 
irresponsible owners.

What to do:

■If you own a dog, it is your 
responsibility to make sure it is 
secured on your own property at 
all times.
■ Roaming dogs should be 

reported to the council as soon 
as possible. Often people post 
pictures and information on 
private social media pages which 
means officers are not aware of 
roaming dog issues. If dogs are 
reported to the council, officers 
can attend sooner and are more 

likely to pick up the dog(s).
■ When reporting a dog (if 

safe to do so) a photograph 
of the dog and/or a detailed 
description of the breed and, if 
known, the address from which 
the dog emerged or is known to 
live, is useful. This information 
will help animal control staff to 
follow up as appropriate.
■ If you see a roaming dog it 

is important to try to distance 
yourself from the dog — but do 
not run. If possible get behind 
a solid object such as a fence, 
inside your home if you are on 
your own property or get to your 
car if it is nearby.

Animal Control — Alert Level 3

■ During Alert Level 3 animal 
control officers will only be 
attending priority jobs such as 
attacks, stock wandering on 
roads and collecting dogs that 
have been found roaming and 
have been secured by a member 
of the public (these dogs will 
now be impounded under Alert 
Level 3 rather than being 
returned home as they were 
under Alert Level 4).
■ All other jobs will be 

followed up via phone. Officers 
who attend urgent jobs will be 
following strict guidelines such 
as asking screening questions 
and avoiding contact with people 
they deal with.
■ We encourage people to 

continue to phone animal control 
issues through to the council on 
(07) 348 4199 as they normally 
would outside of Covid-19 alert 
levels.

‘They were all over her’
Man rescues mother and daughter from ‘frenzied’ dog attack

SCARY ENCOUNTER: If 
you see a roaming dog 
it is important to try to 
distance yourself from the 
dog but do not run.  
 Picture supplied

AUCKLAND — New Zealand pharmaceutical 
scientist and inventor Sir Ray Avery has 
raised concerns over the country’s supplies of 
Chinese-made masks distributed to front-line 
hospital staff.

Avery told the New Zealand Herald he had 
contacted health authorities in attempts to 
verify the manufacturers of imported masks 
and to check whether any testing had been 
done. To date, he had received no such 
confirmation, he said.

“New Zealand has never done testing on its 
masks as far as I can establish,” he said. “As 
far as I can tell, we haven’t complied with the 
accepted standards for testing.”

Agence France-Presse reports China 
has confiscated more than 89 million poor-
quality face masks, as Beijing faces a slew 
of complaints about faulty protective gear 
exported worldwide.

Avery said many countries, including Spain, 
India, the Netherlands, Czech Republic, Canada 
and Turkey were forced to recall hundreds of 
thousands of shoddy masks and pieces of 
protective gear imported from China.

“In the public’s interest, I’m appealing to 
the Government to disclose the names of the 
Chinese manufacturers supplying so we can 
arrange for an independent external quality 
audit of the products. The lives of our front-line 
healthcare workers are at stake.”

Avery last month launched a petition to 
highlight the importance of New Zealand’s 
front-line medical staff having access to 
lifesaving personal protective clothing when 
dealing with people potentially infected with 
Covid-19.

The pharmaceutical scientist has specialised 
in the control of microbiological contamination 
in closed environments such as hospitals 

and pharmaceutical and medical device 
manufacturing facilities.

Avery said protective gear suppliers are 
required by New Zealand and Australian 
regulatory standards to provide the name 
of the manufacturer, the name of the local 
distributor and the batch number and 
regulatory compliance details on the product 
packaging.

“The United States FDA and Australian TGA 
procurement process for PPE is to purchase 
products from regulatory-controlled, approved 
suppliers and one of the key tests for approval 
of face masks would include testing to ensure 
that 85 percent of end-users obtained a good 
fit during normal face mask use.

“I have contacted five senior district health 
board managers and they have no record 
of any face mask testing conducted in their 
hospitals in living memory.”

Avery said a poor-fitting mask was worse 
than useless to prevent Covid-19 infection.

“Dutch health officials last month recalled 
more than half-a-million Chinese masks 
which had already been sent to hospitals after 
complaints that they did not close over the 
face properly or had defective filters.

“There is a very real possibility that the 
masks that have been brought into New 
Zealand may not be fit for purpose.

“I have more than 30 years’ experience in 
purchasing PPE and HEPA Filters from China 
and what we learned is that the PPE CE mark 
and accreditation certificates are not worth the 
paper they are printed on.”

Avery said it was common for most Chinese 
PPE suppliers to export a product under one 
licensed company name but source their 
products from second-, third- or fourth-party 
factories.

“Even with some of our most reliable 
Chinese suppliers, we have to reject some 
batches because they do not meet the required 
standards and are not fit for purpose. So, we 
test every batch of product supplied from 
China and right now this is more important 
than ever to do so.”

Avery said there is no social distancing in 
New Zealand between healthcare workers and 
their patients and the difference between life 
and death for both parties may come down to 
the quality of PPE used.

“To date, 130 front-line healthcare workers 
are probable or confirmed Covid-19 cases. Fifty 
percent of them were infected in the workplace 
and there is a very real probability that some 
of the Covid-19 deaths were due to infections 

caused by front-line healthcare workers 
infecting their patients due to not wearing the 
correct PPE or defective PPE.”

Avery pointed out Auditor-General John 
Ryan has been commissioned to conduct an 
independent inquiry into the procurement and 
distribution of PPE in New Zealand.

“This will take about four weeks to complete 
and by this time, as in Denmark, faulty PPE 
could be distributed to all our DHBs. The lives 
of our front-line healthcare workers are at 
stake.”

China was producing more than 116 million 
masks per day, according to official figures, 
and had exported more than one billion 
masks this year, commerce ministry official Li 
Xingqian has said. — NZ Herald

Scientist raises alarm over Chinese-made masks

SAFETY FIRST: 
Sir Ray Avery 
launched a 
petition to 
highlight the 
importance of New 
Zealand’s front-
line medical staff 
having access to 
lifesaving personal 
protective clothing 
when dealing with 
people potentially 
infected with 
Covid-19. Inset, 
Sir Ray Avery. 
  File picture/NZ 
Herald picture
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CHRISTCHURCH — Whether 
heading off on a family outing, 
or just a trip to the shops to 
top up on supplies, or even for 
an essential worker’s new way 
of commuting to work, cycling 
has been a clear winner of the 
lockdown.

Cycling advocates are 
encouraging work to be 
undertaken to ensure this 
momentum isn’t lost, and that 
when cities are fully re-opened, 
there is enough space for people 
to continue pedalling.

Research undertaken in 
Canterbury showed some people 
used the lockdown to pick up a 
new form of exercise.

Cycling was the most popular, 
at 78 percent, on top of walking 
(64 percent), at-home workouts 
(38 percent), and running (37 
percent), as the most popular 
new form of exercise.

The survey — organised by 
the Christchurch Adventure 
Park and completed by around 
a thousand people over Anzac 
weekend — tried to tap into 
some of the habits people picked 
up during the lockdown.

Around a third of the people 
said they thought their diet had 
improved, and a third said it had 
worsened; there was a similar 
breakdown when it came to how 
people thought their mental 
health had changed — one 
third said improved, one third 
worsened.

Adventure Park Manager 
Anne Newman said people were 
enthusiastic to keep their new 
activities going. 

“Cycling specifically was 
named as one of the things 
that they had picked up or had 
continued doing through the 

lockdown that they’d like to 
continue,” Newman said.

“A lot of people had dusted 
off old bikes from the garage, 
and got out there and actually 
really found that they enjoyed 
being outside cycling, and it was 
good for both their physical and 
mental wellbeing.”

The research in Christchurch 
isn’t isolated: in Auckland, 
evidence suggests cycling and 
walking accounted for over 60 
percent of local trips taken over 
the lockdown.

Bike Auckland spokesperson 
Jolisa Gracewood, who compiled 
the data, is in no doubt as to why 
there was such a jump.

“In order to get more fresh 
air and to get out and about, 
they were walking and cycling,” 
Gracewood said.

“Then once you’re out there, 
and you discover the streets are 

relatively stress-free because 
traffic is low then you’re more 
encouraged to do more walking 
and biking.

“That’s why we saw so many 
families, especially with young 
kids, out enjoying the streets 
they live on.”

Safer streets for more cyclists 
and walkers

The next step was to make 
sure the streets were safer, so 
people’s enthusiasm was not 
curbed.

The government has set up 
a fund to pay for 90 percent 
of the costs for improvements  
councils want to make to their 
streets. The funding doesn’t 
come in until June, however, and 
Gracewood said immediate steps 
needed to be taken — reducing 
speed limits to 30 kilometres per 

hour and installing temporary 
bike lanes.

“In the same way that people 
all over the country have been 
experiencing what it is to make 
do within their means — let’s see 
what we’ve got in the garage, we 
can’t just dash out to the shops 
— I think cities are taking the 
same approach.”

Auckland ahead of the bunch

Auckland is leading the 
way, having installed 17km of 
temporary bike lanes over the 
weekend.

In a memorandum sent to 
councillors, Auckland Transport 
chose which places to target 
based on areas “that are showing 
increased active mode activity 
and/or where we expect this type 
of activity to increase following a 
move to Alert Level 3.”

A set of other measures to be 
completed were also outlined 
including the widening of 
footpaths and the introduction 
of 30kmh speed limits outside of 
six schools, and the reduction of 
pedestrian wait times at signals.

Plans on works to be 
undertaken for Alert Level 
2 were well underway, the 
memorandum said.

More pop-up bike lanes would 
be selected based on their ability 
to support connectivity to the 
city centre.

The Cycling Action Network’s 
Patrick Morgan said, “We’re 
waiting for other New Zealand 
cities to take advantage and to 
protect their citizens who ride 
bikes. “The money’s there, the 
support is there from the public, 
but some councils are being too 
slow to take action.”

Public health at the heart of 
making cities safer

Dr Rhys Jones, a senior 
lecturer in Maori health at the 
University of Auckland, said any 
approach to improved cycling 
infrastructure must consider 
marginalised communities.

“Car dependency and 
unsafe neighbourhoods have 
disproportionately negative 
impacts on Maori, Pacific 
and other marginalised 
communities,” Dr Jones said.

“At the same time, the 
potential benefits of reducing 
barriers to encourage more 
everyday physical activity are 
also much greater. Hence there’s  
need to prioritise investment in 
these communities, and work in 
partnership.”

However, reshaping cities 
through safer speeds, wider 
footpaths, and more cycle lanes 
was about more than just getting 
people to continue cycling.

Environmental Sociologist Dr 
Kirsty Wild said now was the 
critical time to set cities up for 
the foreseeable future.

“We’re probably going to need 
to socially distance for the next 
18 months until we’ve got a 
vaccine, so now’s the point where 
you really have to think about 
the sustainability of that.

“How do we make it possible 
for people to actually do this and 
stay sane and stay healthy? So 
you really want to be thinking 
about your long-term strategy 
at this point.” With a number of 
people now taking to cycling, and 
a pot of money there to assist, 
advocates hope councils will be 
starting to put their foot on the 
pedal. — RNZ

Pedal power proves popular in lockdown

OFF FOR A RIDE: Cycling has proven a popular activity during the 
lockdown.  File picture

WELLINGTON — 
Supermarket workers and 
those in rest homes will 
likely be the target of new 
Covid-19 surveillance testing 
to keep the virus under 
control.

Yesterday there were 
two new Covid-19 cases 
confirmed — the second 
day of Alert Level 3 was 
also New Zealand’s eleventh 
consecutive day with less 
than 10 new coronavirus 
cases.

But images showing 
crowds and increased social 
activity under Level 3 have 
prompted concerns that 
numbers may rise again.

Director-General of Health 
Dr Ashley Bloomfield said 
as the country moved down 
the alert levels, the way 
tests were carried out would 
change to make sure they 
were keeping on top of it.

He said the Ministry of 
Health had asked District 
Health Boards to submit 
plans around testing in 
specific communities — 
those included healthcare, 
aged residential care, 
and places with essential 
workers like supermarkets.

“So that’s what I would 
call part of our surveillance 
testing and that’s moving 

into a much more systematic 
approach,” Dr Bloomfield 
said.

Moving into Alert Level 2 
he said the ministry would 
rely on epidemiological 
advice around what 
sampling frames were 
needed to ensure no virus 
was going undetected.

Scientists across the 
country are investigating 
various ways of helping 
with that; Christchurch 
based Brent Gilpin of ESR is 
looking at sewage testing.

He said testing wouldn’t 
be able to determine exact 
households with Covid-
19 but could point health 
officials as to where they 
could target their efforts.

But while the wastewater 
testing is a good idea in 
theory, New Zealand has 
such low levels of the 

virus that Gilpin said his 
team were still figuring 
out whether it would be an 
effective tool to use here.

In Gisborne, DNA scientist 
John Mackay is focused on 
the genetic component of 
the virus. He said antibody 
tests being touted overseas 
may eventually be useful, 
but not for another four to 
six months, due to their 
inconsistent results.

“There are a lot of tests 
that have popped up out of 
the woodwork, and claimed 
all sorts of things: 15 minute 
detection time, a finger 
prick test like your diabetes 
monitoring, but a lot of the 
performance of these tests 
has been questionable, and 
that is putting it politely.”

Mackay’s team at dnature 
are trying to finesse a  
Covid-19 test which could 

see results returned much 
faster — possibly in 15 
minutes or less, and allow 
testing to take place in the 
field.

Crowds in Level 3 could 
lead to more cases

While the country 
remains in Level 3, the 
focus of testing will still 
be on targeting those with 
symptoms. Testing numbers 
have dropped in recent days 
— from a peak of 6961 one 
day last week to just 2637 
yesterday.

Auckland microbiologist 
Dr Siouxsie Wiles said that 
was likely due to less bugs 
being spread around in 
lockdown — but anyone with 
the slightest inkling of a 
sniffle or sore throat should 
not delay getting tested.

She said early detection 
would be the key to stopping 
cases spreading — which 
was a very real risk given the 
crowds of people gathering 
for takeaways last night. Dr 
Wiles said images of crowds 
gathering to pick up their 
takeaways were disturbing. 

“If that continues to 
happen, then the likelihood 
of us seeing more cases is 
much greater.” — RNZ

NZ scientists work 
on testing options

AUCKLAND — There have been 
no arrests yet in the investigation 
of human remains found buried in 
a remote part of the central North 
Island, as police search a second 
Auckland property and seek more 
information about Bao Chang Wang, 
better known as Ricky.

Detectives investigating the 
suspicious death of a man buried in 
a shallow grave near Tongariro have 
searched through a second Auckland 
address over the past fortnight. A 
tip-off led police to discover human 
remains, believed to belong to a 
Chinese man 
missing since 
2017, buried 
on the side of 
Rangipo Intake 
Rd, which comes 
off the Desert 
Rd in the central 
North Island.

Following a 
post-mortem examination, police 
confirmed the case was officially a 
homicide inquiry. The remains, which 
police say “had been in place for 
a period of time”, were discovered 
in March but still have not been 
formally identified. The process is 
expected to “take some time due 
to the level of forensic analysis 
required”, according to Detective 
Inspector John Sutton. However, the 
police are seeking any information 
about Bao Chang Wang, known 
as Ricky, and today released a 
photograph of the missing man.

“Mr Wang is a Chinese National 
and New Zealand permanent 
resident. His family believed he had 
travelled overseas in 2017 and he 
was not reported as missing in New 
Zealand,” Sutton had earlier said. 

He said police have been in 
contact with his family in New 
Zealand and in China to make sure 
he did not leave the country under 
a different identity. Updates on the 
progress of the homicide inquiry 
have been infrequent although in 
a new development, Sutton said 
police have conducted a “scene 
examination” of an Auckland 
apartment over the past fortnight.

“Police are following a number 
of leads as a result of information 
provided by the public,” said Sutton.

The apartment is the second 
Auckland property 
to be searched 
as part of the 
investigation.

Earlier this 
month, the Herald 
revealed police 
and ESR scientists 
were combing a 
property in Massey, 

West Auckland, looking for evidence 
about the death. “The address that is 
the subject of the scene examination 
was recently sold to a family [who] 
are not in any way connected to this 
investigation,” said Sutton.

“They have been relocated by 
police for the duration of the scene 
examination and are being provided 
with the appropriate support and 
assistance.”

Property advertisements show 
the 4-bedroom house was sold in 
October last year.
■ Anyone with information is 

asked to call 0508 RANGIPO (0508 
726 447) or anonymously phone 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 – 
reference “Ricky Wang”. Mandarin-
speaking Police officers are 
available. — NZ Herald

Police search second Akld 
property in homicide inquiry

Brent Gilpin John Mackay ‘ Police are following 
a number of leads as 
a result of information 
provided by the public’  —John Sutton

The Gisborne Herald • Thursday, April 30, 2020 NATIONAL NEWS  9



WHAKATANE — Cracked 
rocks on Whakaari/White 
Island allow gas to escape, 
easing the build-up of 
pressure that triggers volcanic 
eruptions, new research has 
found.

The eruption of the volcano 
on December 9 last year killed 
21 people and left others 
seriously injured, some of 
whom remain in hospital 
facing a long road to recovery.

University of Canterbury 
scientists, as well as GNS 
Science and international 
researchers, studied rocks 
ejected from the volcano 
during an eruption in April 
2016.

They tested to see how 
easily the rocks cracked and 
how gas travelled through 
them and found the rocks 
can act like valves — opening 
and closing — to allow gas to 
escape.

Lead researcher Dr Ben 
Kennedy said under a 
microscope small minerals 
could be seen in and around 
the cracks in the rocks.

“The research team found 
evidence that these valve-like 
cracks can become clogged 
by minerals. If these valves 
become clogged, the gas cannot 
escape. If gas cannot escape, 
pressure builds, leading 
toward an explosive eruption.”

The rocks from Whakaari/ 
White Island behaved in a 
unique way, Dr Kennedy said.

“Cracks formed easily, 
allowing gas to escape, but 
because the minerals were 
smushy the cracks sealed 
again when pressed together 
by the weight of the volcano, 
forming a valve.”

The research means 
scientists can link certain 
earthquakes to the movement 
of fluid through valves within 

the volcano.
The findings are 

“remarkable”, Dr Kennedy 
said, and will allow scientists 

to track and monitor a build-
up of activity that signals gas 
is moving through the volcano. 
 —RNZ

Rocks hold clues to eruption risk: research

ROCK TESTING: Scientists and researchers studied the rocks 
ejected from the volcano to see how easily the rocks cracked 
and how gas travelled through them.  File picture

AUCKLAND — A young 
South Auckland teacher 
who is less than three 
years out of university has 
become an unexpected star 
of New Zealand’s lockdown 
educational television.

Monique Cox-Timmer, a top 
netballer as well as a teacher 
at decile-2 Papatoetoe West 
School, is one of nine teachers 
who have become temporary 
TV presenters on Television 
NZ’s Home Learning TV 
between 9am and 3pm on 
weekdays.

She was “volunteered” for 
it by her principal Diana 
Tregoweth, who was asked by 
a friend involved in the project 
to recommend a teacher.

“I had no TV experience,” 
Cox-Timmer said. “I maybe 
recorded one or two videos for 
my kids at school before the 
lockdown, but nothing like 
this.

“It’s definitely been 
something totally out of my 
comfort zone, but I have loved 
every second of being part of 
it.”

Cox-Timmer, 22, presents 
shows for junior students on 
the first segment of the TV 
channel soon after 9am, on 
physical exercise, literacy and 
“project” — a subject that 
takes a different theme every 
week such as Anzac Day or the 
lockdown itself.

“It’s asking them to do 
a bit more about what’s 
happening — talking about the 
lockdown, giving it a bit more 
understanding,” she said.

The literacy segment also 
picks up on the theme of the 
week, with readings from 
books on Anzac Day last week.

It’s quite different from 
teaching in a classroom 
because there is no feedback 
from the audience.

“You kind of wait for an 
answer back and you don’t get 
anything,” Cox-Timmer said.

“That was definitely a 
challenge — just not having 
some of those big personalities 
in a class.”

Cox-Timmer is one of those 
“big personalities” herself. 
Before TV “kind of absorbed all 

of my life”, she spent much of 
her spare time on the netball 
court since she was young.

“My mum is president of the 
Papatoetoe Rangers Club. I got 
roped into everything. I have 
always played,” she said.

“Now I have taken over 
the junior club. That means 
that I oversee a lot of it and 
help to run the junior club 
programme, which is how 
I got recommended for the 
Volunteer of the Year Award.

“I’m also playing in our 
Ferns team, the top team 
for the Papatoetoe Rangers, 
with two trainings a week 
and competitive league on 
Saturdays.”

She also volunteered and 
then worked, through high 
school and university, for 
the Life Kidz Trust which 
runs after-school and holiday 
programmes for children 
with disabilities who come to 

Pakuranga’s Lloyd Elsmore 
Park from as far afield as West 
Auckland and the North Shore.

Trust manager Deearna 
Buxton said Cox-Timmer was 
dedicated to the children.

“She was still working for us 
right through teachers’ college 
and even in her first year 
teaching she still came back 
in her school holidays and 
worked for us,” she said.

“She still pops in to see us 
because she just loves the kids 
so much.”

When the lockdown was 
announced, Tregoweth asked 
Papatoetoe West parents to 
come in and collect learning 
packs for children, but Cox-
Timmer personally delivered 
packs to the homes of the 22 
children in her Year 2 class.

When those packs ran out, 
she went back and delivered 
more in between her TV work 
last week.

“I have done some drop-
offs of more packs to those 
ones that have asked me or 
said they’ve finished stuff, 
especially those that don’t 
have internet access,” she said.

Only 17 of her 22 families 
are connected to the school’s 
Seesaw app. She tries to 
keep in touch with the others 
during the lockdown by phone.

“I find myself texting them 
quite regularly and reminding 
them about the TV channel. I 
heard from a couple that they 
have been watching it,” she 
said.

But she has had no contact 
with two families, except for 
seeing one of them in New 
World.

“A lot have moved into other 
houses to be around more 
people, especially as I had 
one or two parents that are 
essential workers so they [the 
children] have had to go into 
lockdown with someone else to 
have childcare,” she said.

“Some have gone to 
grandparents, split parents — 
having to decide which one is 
the best fit for this amount of 
time. I do know that some are 
still travelling between the two 
(separated parents).

“I know that some are not at 
the original address they told 
us, but no one has let us know 
that they have changed.”

She expects only two from 
her class to return when 
school reopens physically on 
Wednesday, and she will keep 
teaching them and her other 
20 students from home.

In the longer term, she 
worries about the impact of 
missing so much of this year’s 
schooling.

“When we go back, I think 
we’ll be starting from scratch 
with a lot of kids again, 
because some kids need the 
constant repetition every day 
in class with maybe their 
alphabet and their numbers,” 
she said.

“Luckily we’ll have good 
relationships, but I think 
the biggest thing will be the 
mental challenge of getting 
them back into a school 
routine.” — NZ Herald

Teacher to TV star

TEACHING STAR: Monique Cox-Timmer, 22, has been 
catapulted into presenting educational TV after a background 
in netball and teaching.  Picture supplied via NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — A Government-backed 
mercy flight may be on the cards after a 
private charter flight to bring home Kiwis 
stranded in South Africa due to the Covid-19 
outbreak was cancelled.

The Lion Air-operated flight was due to 
depart this week but the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (Mfat) said it had been told 
by the operators the flight was off.

“We have been advised by the organisers 
of the private charter of the flight’s 
cancellation and we understand refunds will 
be offered,” an Mfat spokeswoman said.

She said the ministry was now working 
towards organising a mercy flight to help 
about 170 New Zealanders return home.

“We continue to work on the feasibility 
of a New Zealand Government–assisted 
repatriation flight and are in advanced 
discussions with possible providers, although 
no final decisions have been made,” she said.

“Mfat is putting in a great deal of work to 
help New Zealanders in South Africa who are 
keen to come home.”

In an email sent to those who had 
registered with SafeTravel on Tuesday night, 
the ministry said it was not possible for Kiwis 
to take an Australian-organised repatriation 
flight to Perth.

“The flight is very well subscribed by 
Australians, and there is no ability to transit 
Perth to New Zealand for New Zealanders at 
this stage,” it said.

The ministry, it said, had been working over 
the past week on options for a NZ-organised 
flight.

“In the current global environment, 
organising such a charter flight is complex 
and difficult, and we are not yet able to say for 
certain that a flight will go ahead. But we are 
in discussions with several providers and we 
are making progress,” it said.

The flight, if it goes ahead, will take place 
only on or after May 7, 2020, but which city in 
South Africa the flight might depart from is 
yet to be determined.

NZ citizens will be given priority over 
permanent residents and foreign nationals 
and passengers would be charged a flat fee of 
$5500 each for the flight.

“This reflects the high operational costs 
and complexity associated with charter flights 
in the current environment,” it said.

Prakash Mani, who is with a group helping 
Kiwis stuck in South Africa, said many of 
those stranded were desperate.

“Some of these people are in desperate 
situations, including but not limited to running 
out of medication, running out of money, 
personal safety risks, and no place to stay 
anymore,” he said.

Mani’s wife, a cancer patient and in 
desperate need of her medication and doctor 
visits, is among those stuck in the republic.

Richard Watkins said his stranded wife 
Tanya Ritter, who was supposed to be on the 
private charter flight, was devastated at its 
cancellation.

“Tanya was devastated yesterday when the 
Lion Air flight was cancelled, especially when 
footage of repatriation of Australian citizens 
trapped in South Africa was screened on 
the news being transported to the airport in 
buses,” Watkins said.

However, Watkins said they remained 
hopeful over Mfat’s flight as it was “the first 
realistic proposal” by the ministry to help 
those trapped there. — NZ Herald

Mercy flight on 
the cards for 
Kiwis stranded 
in South Africa

‘Different having no feedback from the audience’
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WELLINGTON — New Zealand shares fell as 
investors cashed in on Tuesday’s strong rally 
and sold property stocks to take advantage of 
Investore Property’s discounted $100 million 
capital raising.

The S&P/NZX 50 Index fell 0.9 percent, to 
10,666.19. Within the index, 23 stocks fell, 20 
rose, and seven were unchanged. Turnover was 
$178.8 million.

Shane Solly, a portfolio manager at Harbour 
Assets, said investors were redirecting profit 
from stronger performing stocks into lagging 
ones.

“We have a very strong recovery in the New 
Zealand market, and a lot of stocks have been 
left behind. So it is logical that people are taking 
some profit and looking for opportunities,” he 
said.

One opportunity on investor’s minds was 

Investore Property’s $100m capital raising 
announced to the NZX yesterday morning.

Other property stocks were sold off to free 
up cash in preparation for the placement, Solly 
said.

Investore is offering $85m worth of shares to 
eligible investors through a bookbuild process 
at a floor price of $1.59, a 10.2 percent discount 
from its previous close at $1.77. The remaining 
$15m shares will be offered to existing 
shareholders at a further 2.5 percent discount.

Kiwi Property Group fell 3.5 percent to  
96.5 cents, Argosy Property slid 2.8 percent to 
$1.06 and Goodman Property Trust decreased 
1.5 percent to $2.305. Property For Industry  
rose 0.5 percent to $2.18 and Precinct  
Properties New Zealand edged up 0.3 percent 
to $1.59.

Fisher & Paykel Healthcare led the market 

lower, declining 4.3 percent to $28.07. Solly 
said the respirator manufacturer had seen 
strong growth with a Covid-19 related increase 
in activity and investors were beginning to 
question if the same rate of growth would 
continue.

A2 Milk Co, which also saw increased demand 
during the pandemic, fell 1.8 percent to $19.97. 
It noted chair David Hearn reluctantly sold 
down his stake in a2 to meet a tax obligation in 
Britain.

Restaurant Brands New Zealand fell  
2.4 percent to $11.81, having risen 4 percent 
yesterday when its stores reopened under alert 
Level 3 restrictions. Burger Fuel Group also 
declined, falling 3.5 percent to 55 cents.

“Some of these stocks that had a bit of a pop 
going into Level 3 are just giving back some of 
their gains.”

Some of this profit is being redirected into 
stocks still waiting for their turn to “pop”. 

Yesterday travel stocks found favour after 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said 
restrictions would soon be eased and flagged 
the potential for travel to and from NZ to resume 
at some stage.

Air New Zealand rose 4 percent to $1.305, 
Tourism Holdings was up 2.4 percent to $1.26 
and SkyCity Entertainment Group — which has 
Australian assets — rose 9.7 percent to $2.49, 
the day’s biggest gain.

Dual-listed banking stocks were stronger 
yesterday following the success of National 
Australia Bank’s A$3 billion ($3.2b) placement, 
Solly said.

Australia and New Zealand Banking Group 
rose 4.8 percent to $17.60 and Westpac Banking 
Corp advanced 4.7 percent to $16.73. ANZ was 
to report its first-half result today.

Z Energy rose 1.3 percent to $3.18. It will 
decide next week if it will seek the wage 
subsidy. — BusinessDesk

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

by Liam Dann, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — More than 100,000 
households are now seeking some form 
of mortgage relief, according to the latest 
data from the New Zealand Bankers 
Association.

New figures show 49,821 borrowers 
have deferred all loan payments under 
the six-month mortgage holiday scheme.

A further 53,323 have reduced 
payments, either to interest only or a 
smaller repayment of principal.

ANZ — New Zealand’s largest bank 
— said it had deferred 19,600 home loan 
repayments and moved 20,900 home 
loans to interest-only.

As of Tuesday BNZ said it had 
processed more than 21,000 applications 
for some change to their mortgage 
repayments.

About 55 percent of those were  
opting for interest only, about 19 percent 
had opted for lower repayments, with  
26 percent taking up the six-month 
payment deferral.

Westpac said it had received more than 
19,500 requests for home loan deferrals 
or reductions, and processed roughly  
85 percent of them.

ASB said it had helped 18,057 
customers with home loan relief, both 
mortgage deferral and interest only.

That number included customers who 
owned their own home and customers 
who are using their home as security for 
their business.

A Kiwibank spokesperson said 
their total number of Covid-19 related 
inquiries was now over 13,000.

“For personal banking, we’ve received 
about 5500 requests from customers 

requiring home loan assistance,” she said.
“To date more than 2500 of our 

personal customers have opted for a 
home loan repayment deferral (mortgage 
holiday) and another 2500 have taken 
up the interest-only support option. 
Another 200 or so have opted for a term 
extension.”

So far demand for the business lending 
support has been lower with a total of 
16,170 businesses seeking to restructure 
loans or to reduce or defer payments from 
their bank.

Data on new lending shows 9700 

new business loans have been issued 
— which would include the government-
guaranteed business loan scheme.

ANZ said it was working through 
a number of applications for the 
government-guaranteed business loan 
scheme, but it was becoming clear that 
most customers didn’t want to take on 
additional debt once they realise other 
Covid support options were available to 
them.

ANZ is also offering business customers 
increased overdraft options and cutting 
transaction fees.

As of April 23 it had granted 1733 
temporary overdraft facilities to 
businesses needing more working capital, 
worth nearly $31 million.

An ANZ spokesperson said: “We expect 
scheme numbers will increase as the 
economic impact is felt across the New 
Zealand business community, especially 
as wage subsidy funds are paid out and 
businesses need additional support to  
get back on track over the coming 
months.” 

ASB said it had helped more than 9000 
business customers access various relief 
packages.

This included providing principal 
relief arrangements for more than 9400 
customers, granting loan holidays to 
another 5300 customers and providing 
about 1600 customers with temporary 
or permanent overdraft facilities, among 
other measures.

ASB had received almost 2000 
inquiries about the business finance 
guarantee scheme and expected that to 
grow.

To date BNZ had provided assistance 
for more than 17,000 business customers 
to a value of $16 billion — using a 
mix of its own support measures such 
overdraft extensions and the government-
guaranteed loan scheme.

In total more than 230,000 customers 
had been in contact to discuss their 
banking situation, BNZ says.

Kiwibank said it had provided 
assistance measures to more than 3500 
business customers in total.

The bank received 142 formal 
applications under the Business Finance 
Guarantee Scheme for loans totalling 
around $21m, a spokesperson said.

Mortgage help passes 100,000

CAPTION: More than 49,821 borrowers have deferred all loan payments under the 
six-month mortgage holiday scheme.

WELLINGTON — Creditors of a failed arm 
of Australian-owned prison builder Decmil 
Construction are claiming $40 million from the 
business, which went into liquidation this month.

Dermott McVeigh of Perth’s Avior Consulting 
has released his first report into the business 
contracted to produce accommodation for nearly 
1000 prisoners on five sites in Christchurch, 
Wellington and Tongariro. Dozens of New Zealand 
businesses including electricians, builders, 
plumbers, material suppliers, lawyers, equipment 
hire, banks and major crane hire businesses are 
on the creditor schedule.

“There’s been this (liquidation) and then the 
five-week lockdown when we couldn’t work,” 
complained one creditor this week. 

Another said he hoped money could be 
recouped and work might resume. Both said the 
Department of Corrections, which contracted 
Decmil to build the Chinese-imported prison units 
at existing facilities, had kept them well-informed. 
Both also said Corrections had asked them not 
to speak about the situation, and they hoped to 
return to the sites. The schedule shows Decmil 
Australia is the largest creditor, claiming $25.2m.

Corrections and Decmil are locked in a dispute, 
Corrections claiming $12m and Decmil claiming 
$12.5m. — NZ Herald

Builder’s creditors 
seek $40 million

AUCKLAND — Sales at supermarkets 
across the country increased by more than 
27 percent in the four weeks of Level 4 
lockdown ending April 19.

Nielsen’s Scantrack sales data shows 
grocery items across all categories were 
up significantly during the month of the 
strictest lockdown requirements compared 
to the same period a year earlier.

There were, however, a few categories 
that experienced a decline in sales over 
that time.

Sales of boxed hair dyes — once on  

the decline — increased by more than  
100 percent over the four weeks compared 
to the same period earlier, while home 
brewing kits and concentrates increased 
by 94 percent.

Baking products such as eggs, butter, 
flour, sugar, baking powder and cooking 
chocolate experienced a 53 percent 
increase in sales during that time, while 
sales for canned and convenience foods 
such as soups and frozen meals, increased 
by 64 percent.

Coffee product sales increased by 37 

percent and the sales of alcohol increased 
by 36 percent compared to the same 
time last year. This could be attributed 
to the closure of pubs, bars and liquor 
store, Nielsen said. Hair styling products 
were one of the few grocery products to 
experience a decline in the first four weeks 
of lockdown, sales of these decreased by  
36 percent as the need to leave the house 
over that time was restricted to essential 
outings such as a trip to the supermarket 
and visits to the doctor or dentist. 

 — NZ Herald

Kiwis splurge on hair dye and brewing kits

AUCKLAND — About 160 staff from Farmers, 
Whitcoulls and Pascoes retail chains face 
redundancy as the lockdown from Covid-19 bites.

Most job losses are expected to affect staff 
from Farmers’ head office in New Zealand.

The mid-market department store owners Anne 
and David Norman of the James Pascoe Group 
sent a letter yesterday to staff across all chains, 
outlining the private company’s plans to reduce 
wages by up to 40 percent as long as its stores 
cannot open its doors.

The pair said the reduced turnover from store 
closures would result in “saying goodbye to a 

number of team members”.
First Union, which represents hundreds of 

Farmers workers, said it had been told that 
Farmers had signed off on redundancies for 
about 160 positions.

David Norman, group managing director of 
James Pascoe Group, declined to comment on 
the number of potential redundancies, but he 
said the entire group was affected, including in 
Australia, not just the Farmers chain.

“Sadly due to larger staff numbers than any 
of the other (James Pascoe Limited Group) NZ 
businesses, (Farmers) has had to carry a little 

more pain than most,” Norman said.
The group was preparing to open all its 

500 stores in Australia this week, he said. The 
stores in Australia closed down after NZ and 
will re-open before those in NZ. The longer the 
JPL stores were locked down and unable to 
trade, then the likelihood of further ‘right sizing’ 
action increased. The Job Keeper allowance, 
Australia’s equivalent to NZ’s wage subsidy 
scheme, was “at a more realistic dollar value and 
for a considerably longer time period”, which 
had resulted in few redundancies in the group’s 
Australian business. — NZ Herald

Up to 160 Farmers, Whitcoulls, Pascoes staff face chop
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Re: Huge influence in wine, April 
11 story.

Denis welcomed us as newcomers to 
Gisborne with a fully-stocked fridge 
in our accommodation. Such good 
memories and fun had with Denis 
and Vi during our five years there. 
From Sydney, we shall raise a glass 
to Denis and reminisce. Our thoughts 
and love go to Vi and Amanda.

MICHAEL STRONG and  
RITA RASINK, Sydney

My love affair with gewurztraminer is 
because of Matawhero — Denis Irwin. Never 
met the man but Matawhero holds a special 
place in my heart. Certainly a life to celebrate 
and my condolences to his family/friends 
and all those who knew him.

In vino veritas.

GARRY BARRON, Melbourne

Raising a glass

Re: Dentists tackle 
emergency work in full PPE, 
April 24 story.

Way to go our dentists 
and dental staff for being 
available. Recently I had some 
issues with my tooth and I 
rang my dentist (Ocean Dental 
Care). They were awesome 
and a dentist (Mary) rang 
me back and answered my 
questions. She had my recent 
records in front of her so she 

knew why my tooth might 
have been giving me some 
grief. I felt at ease and thank 
goodness I didn’t need to go in 
for emergency treatment, but 
I’ll definitely be going in when 
we are able to. Luckily my 
tooth has settled down and I’m 
just appreciative that I was 
able to talk to a dentist. 

Kia Kaha — Stay Safe 
everyone.

LINDA KIJOWSKI

Dental support appreciated

Re: Not so rugged, 
individualist . . . April 21 
column.

Craig, would prima 
facie ridiculous relate to 
presenting facts you don’t 
like, such as that New 
Zealand in lockdown is 
managing Covid-19 vastly 
better than Sweden which 
officially is not?

I take comfort in the 
fact that for all of your 
howling-at-the-moon, baiting 
comments, nobody with 
access to the levers of power 
is paying the least bit of 
attention. 

It’s only idiots like me 
with time on our hands who 
hope to help people find 
sources of information that 
can counter your curious 
convictions.

DONALD ROBSON

I salute your integrity, honesty 
and courage Craig. You need 
those qualities to state the 
obvious truth amid mass hysteria 
caused by a “plandemic”. Either 
that or an innocent child saying 
“the emperor has no clothes”.

S. WILLIAMS

Countering convictions

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

■  The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
■  Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
■  Always include full name and contact details.
■  If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
■  Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz   

EDITORIAL

It is great to see the leadership 
our Government and public sector 
is showing regarding pay for those 
at the higher echelons, in solidarity 
with the many New Zealanders 
losing their jobs and businesses or 
having significant pay reductions 
due to the Covid-19 economic crisis.

Stuff reported last night that 
State Services Commissioner 
Peter Hughes had written to all 
commissioners and heads of Crown 
entities this week urging them to 
follow the lead of Ministers and 
other public sector bosses by taking 
a pay cut. In the letters, in which 
he thanked the leaders in advance 
“for uniting with New Zealanders” 
as they respond to and recover from 
Covid-19, he also suggested that 
public servants paid over $100,000 
should not expect any pay increases 
until after June 2021.

Visible pay restraint in the public 
sector was an appropriate response 
to Covid-19, he wrote, adding that 
the chief executives should “take 
a similar reduction” to what was 
announced by the Prime Minister. He 
also provided a set of key principles 
on how to apply pay restraint for 
their workforces.

On April 17, Jacinda Ardern said 
she along with her Ministers, the 
leader of the Opposition and 34 
government department heads 
would take a 20 percent pay cut for 
six months. The Government was 
only able to make this call on behalf 
of Ministers, while the department 
CEOs took the cut on a voluntary 
basis after discussions with the 
State Services Commissioner.

Mr Hughes is now taking those 
discussions to the wider public 
sector, where in some cases pay 
decisions are made by boards of 
directors who will be considering the 
same for themselves. Some — like 
our Mayor and councillors — have 
their pay set by the Remuneration 
Authority, and Mr Hughes told 
Stuff further work was under way 
to determine the mechanism for 
Ministers to implement this pay 
reduction, and the authority would 
contact officers for whom they set 
remuneration with any information 
once it became available.

The news site also reported Mr 
Hughes had already been advised 
that some Crown entity CEOs and 
some chairs and board members 
had already decided to take a cut, 
and that he had informed board 
chairs he would not be sanctioning 
pay increases.

“I recognise these are difficult 
times and public servants are 
stepping up to serve New Zealand in 
the best way they can,” he wrote in 
the letters. “We also need to show 
empathy with the challenges facing 
the wider community.”

Pay cuts, restraint 
for public sector 

by Gwynne Dyer

SOMETHING has gone wrong 
in the “Anglosphere”, as the 
English-speaking countries are 
known in some other parts of 
the world.

Smaller English-speaking 
countries are coping with the 
Covid-19 emergency quite well. New Zealand’s 
coronavirus death toll so far is 19, and Australia’s 
is 89. Even Canada, despite being next-door to 
the United States, has only 2985 fatalities.

But the two big English-speaking countries 
are taking worse losses to the coronavirus than 
anywhere else. The United Kingdom has 26,000 
dead already, and the United States 60,000.

Last month Sir Patrick Vallance, the British 
government’s chief scientific adviser, said 
keeping deaths below 20,000 would be a “good 
outcome”, but the final British death toll in this 
wave of the pandemic will probably be up to 
40,000 people and the highest loss in Europe.

The United States is almost as bad. Early this 
month President Trump congratulated himself for 
his belated conversion to lockdowns, boasting 
that “The minimum (predicted) number was 
100,000 lives and I think we’ll be substantially 
under that number.”

American infection rates were still going up 

until the weekend, so that is unlikely. But even if 
the US stops at the “minimum” level of 100,000 
deaths, that would mean Americans are dying 
from Covid-19 at 80 times the death rate that 
Chinese citizens suffered before Beijing got the 
virus under control. Or, if you doubt China’s 
statistics, at 1435 times New Zealand’s death rate.

So what is it that the US and the UK have in 
common? Oh, wait a minute. Weren’t they the 
superpowers that dominated the world one after 
the other for most of the past two centuries?

Might that have made them a bit arrogant? 
Unable to see the experience of other countries 
as relevant to their own situation? Reluctant to 
follow the advice of international bodies like the 
World Health Organisation (WHO)?

Britain ticks all the boxes. It has a nationalistic 
government obsessed with the “greatness” of 
the country’s past and unable to grasp the reality 
of its modest current stature. Hence the Brexit 
project, for example, but exactly the same attitude 
is manifest in its coronavirus policies.

WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus was saying “Test. Test. Test.” as 
early as January. In early March, however, Britain 
defied the conventional wisdom and all but 
abandoned both community testing and contact 
tracing (which is the other essential part of the 
“Test” strategy). Instead it wandered off into the 
lethal fantasy of seeking “herd immunity” by 

letting infections rip.
It finally declared a lockdown after all its 

neighbours, and is paying the price for the delay 
with its death rate. This was sheer arrogance at 
work, with only a slight tincture of ignorance. 
Even now, with pressure growing for an early 
release from the lockdown, the UK government is 
still playing catch-up.

Wrong at every step, Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson must be very grateful to have Donald 
“Lysol” Trump to make him look good by 
comparison. The American president’s sins of 
omission on coronavirus are why the US has 
one-third of the Covid-19 infections in the world, 
with only one-20th of the world’s population.

Trump downplayed the threat as long as he 
could, then became a last-minute advocate of 
lockdown. He has now moved on to being the 
liberator of the American people from lockdown 
(without any contact tracing, of course). The 
problem with him as a leader is that he is not 
only arrogant but flighty and ignorant.

But his flightiness and ignorance are merely 
personal attributes, and Boris Johnson is not 
ignorant at all (just lazy). What the two men 
and their respective countries both have in 
abundance is an arrogant exceptionalism that is 
leading them into increasingly grave errors.

As Joseph de Maistre remarked, “Every nation 
gets the government it deserves.”

Covid-19 death rates and arrogance

Re: Air regulator failure cuts 
colour capacity, April 29 story.

What a relief that China 
can’t supply the spare part.

China is in for a shock post-
Covid. The world has rumbled 
them.

Thanks President Trump.
The thing that most folk 

don’t seem to understand 
is that when China’s goods 
are imported, their culture 
and associated human rights 
issues come with them.

Thanks again President 
Trump.

You may not like him 
(President Trump), sometimes 
I struggle, but the man does 

what he says he is going to do. 
How refreshing is that?

The liberal, progressive 
academics hate this — they’ve 
become so used to telling us 
one thing and doing another. 
They’ve been rumbled too.

Thanks once again 
President Donald Trump!

Fake news is an attempt to 
undermine all the good he is 
doing and keep humanity in 
chains.

You don’t have to like a 
person to appreciate the good 
they can do.

JOHN FRICKER
Masterton

Thanks President Trump

Re: The plight of 
the monarch, April 28 
story.

This survey appears 
to be a little late for  
us — our monarchs 
have all flown the 
garden. 

We had between 75 
and 100 once we got 
on top of the wasps. A 
very small percentage 
were unable to form 
into the monarch, but 
having said that we 
had a very productive 
season.

BRIAN

We had a 
productive 
season for 
Monarchs 
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Keeping your bubble small and making space around you are two important  
ways to keep yourself and the people in your household protected. They help  
keep other people safe too. Because the more contact you have with others,  
the more opportunity the virus has to spread.  

Make the space 

Another important way to keep yourself  

and others safe is to ‘make the space’  

by keeping a 2-metre distance from people who aren’t  

in your bubble, at all times.

Do I need to maintain distance when picking-up 
takeaways?
Making the space applies wherever you are, and particularly in places 

where people tend to gather, like the queue for picking up takeaways. 

While waiting for takeaways or deliveries of any sort, make sure you are 

staying at least 2 metres apart from others at all times. 

Can I talk to others while I am standing in a queue? 
Feel free to chat – we all need to continue to be kind and keep our 

spirits up – but don’t do so if this means you are getting closer than  

2 metres to others. 

Can I enter the premises to pay or pick  
something up?
When you are collecting goods, including food, make sure this happens 

in a contactless way, from a separate area. You should not be entering 

the premises for any reason. This applies to businesses of any sort – 

such as clothing and electronics retailers – not just takeaways.

How do I pay for pick-ups? 
The best way to pay is to do so online or over the phone, and then 

have items delivered to your front door. If you have to pick-up goods, 

keep a 2-metre distance and do so in a contactless way. If you have  

to pay for goods at the store, use payWave where possible.

What if I only have cash?
If you have no other option, make sure you’re placing the cash down, 

and not handing it directly to someone. Wash your hands as soon  

as possible after using cash. Try not to touch your face as this can 

spread germs.

If you’re a worker that handles cash, make sure you are regularly 

washing your hands. At supermarkets, try to use the self-checkout 

options if you have cash.

I’m a business owner. Can I allow people to pay 
inside my store?
If you’re a business, customers cannot come onto your premises.  

If you do sell goods you must have an area where people can wait  

with a 2-metre space between them. The main exceptions to this  

are supermarkets, petrol stations and dairies (dairies must follow  

the ‘one-in, one-out’ rule).

Keep your bubble small

Keeping it small means restricting your 

bubble to your immediate household,  

and maybe extending it a small amount if you need to  

 – perhaps by one or two people maximum. This could  

mean reconnecting with close family, bringing in a 

caregiver, or supporting an isolated person.

Are neighbours allowed to merge bubbles?
Not for social reasons. Unfortunately, we all need to say ‘no’ to a  

beer with the neighbour until COVID-19 is under control. You can, 

however, support someone who is isolated and needs help.

Can our lat extend our bubble to another lat?
At Alert Level 3 this is not allowed. It would open up the potential  

for the virus to spread. Remember, the more people in your bubble, 

the greater the risk. 

Can I visit my family if they are spread out across 
more than one other bubble?
You can’t join multiple family bubbles together. The way to stay  

safe is to limit your exposure to other people as much as possible, 

including family members. As mentioned, you can visit someone  

who is isolated or needs help. However, you should make sure you’re 

the only one joining their bubble. 

Can I extend my bubble to include a person that’s 
in a diferent suburb or region? 
Extending your bubble to someone in another suburb is okay. 

However, you cannot if they are in another region. 

How big can our bubbles be to still stay safe?
Keeping your bubble exclusive is the best way to keep those in  

your household protected. This is especially important if anyone  

in your household is elderly or has a medical condition. 

Can I leave a bubble if I’m unsafe? 
If the situation in your bubble is unsafe you can leave your bubble 

immediately, and seek help. If possible, ask a trusted neighbour or 

friend for help, then call Police on 111 or Women’s Refuge.

Thank you food retail and takeaway staf
Alert Level 3 trading will be more diicult than usual. Thank you  

for your patience, your hard work, and for observing the rules.  

You are keeping all of us safe. 

Staying safe at Alert Level 3

Got questions?
Find the answers faster at Covid19.govt.nz



LONDON — UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and his fiancee Carrie Symonds 
have announced the birth of their son.

A spokeswoman for the PM and his partner 
said both mother and baby are “doing very 
well”.

It is understood the PM was present 
throughout the birth, which took place in an 
NHS hospital in London.

“The PM and Ms Symonds would like to 
thank the fantastic NHS maternity team,” the 
spokeswoman added.

Johnson, 55, and Symonds, 32, announced 
in March that they were expecting a baby in 
“early summer” of the Northern Hemisphere, 

and that they had become engaged at the 
end of last year. They are the first unmarried 
couple to move into Downing Street together.

Johnson returned to work on Monday, 
after a battle with coronavirus which saw him 
spend three nights in intensive care. Symonds 
also suffered symptoms of the disease. 

The PM’s father, Stanley Johnson, told 
the PA news agency he was “absolutely 
delighted”  by the birth of his grandson.  

Johnson’s Conservative colleagues, along 
with a flood of others, including Labour 
leader, Sir Keir Starmer, and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, have taken to social 
media to congratulate the pair. — BBC

Boris Johnson and fiancee 
announce birth of their son

FINALLY, SOME GOOD NEWS: UK PM Boris Johnson and his fiancee, Carrie 
Symonds, both pictured here outside Downing Street late last year, have 
announced the birth of their son. The UK PM was present throughout the birth 
and both mother and baby are said to be “doing very well”. AP file picture

WASHINGTON, DC — Scientists on 
Wednesday (local time) announced the 
first effective treatment against the 
coronavirus — an experimental drug 
that can speed the recovery of Covid-19 
patients — in a major medical advance 
that came as the economic gloom caused 
by the scourge deepened in the US and 
Europe.

The US government said it was 
working to make the antiviral medication 
remdesivir available to patients as quickly 
as possible.

“What it has proven is that a drug can 
block this virus,” said Dr Anthony Fauci, 
the US government’s top infectious-
disease expert.

“This will be the standard of care.”
Stocks surged around the world on 

the news, with the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average gaining more than 
530 points on the day, or 
over 2 percent.

Word of the new drug 
came as the US government 
reported that American 
economic output is 
shrivelling in the biggest 
and fastest collapse since 
the Depression. 

The virus has killed over 
227,290 people worldwide, 
including about 61,000 
confirmed deaths in the 
US alone, and led to lockdowns and other 
restrictions that have closed factories and 
other businesses around the globe.

The US said its gross domestic product, 
or output of goods and services, shrank 
at an annual rate of 4.8 percent in the 
January-March period, the sharpest 
quarterly drop since the global financial 
meltdown of more than a decade ago.

And the worst is likely yet to come: 
the Congressional Budget Office has 
estimated that the GDP of the world’s 
biggest economy would plunge at a 40 
percent annual rate during the three-
month period that ends in June.

Meanwhile, the latest figures on people 
applying for unemployment benefits in the 
US come out on Thursday, with economists 
estimating perhaps 1 in 6 American 
workers, or nearly 30 million people, have 
lost their jobs over the past six weeks.

The US unemployment rate for April 
will be released at the end of next week, 
and economists have said it could range 
as high as 20 percent — a level last seen 
during the Depression.

Confirmed infections globally have 
reached more than 3.2 million, including 
1,055,300 million in the US, according 
to the live tally by worldometers.info/
coronavirus/ at the time of going to press. 

California-based biotech company 
Gilead Sciences and the US government 
reported that in a major study, the drug 
remdesivir shortened the time it takes for 
Covid-19 patients to recover by four days 
on average — from 15 days to 11. Also, 
a trend towards fewer deaths was seen 
among those on the drug, Fauci said.

The study was run by the US National 
Institutes of Health and involved 1063 
hospitalised coronavirus patients around 
the world. 

An effective treatment could have a 
profound effect on the outbreak, since a 
vaccine is probably a year or more away.

Economic damage, 
meanwhile, is rising around 
the world.

The United Nations’ 
main labour body predicted 
the world would lose the 
equivalent of about 305 
million full-time jobs in the 
second quarter.

It also projected that 
1.6 billion workers in 
the “informal economy”, 
including those working 
beyond the reach of the 

government, “stand in immediate danger 
of having their livelihoods destroyed”. 
That is nearly half the global workforce of 
3.3 billion people.

In Europe, almost every measure of the 
economy is in free fall. 

Figures due to be released on Thursday 
were expected to show a drop of about 4 
percent in the first three months of the 
year in the eurozone, and an even steeper 
hit is projected this quarter. 

Unemployment is expected to rise to 
about 8 percent in March. That figure 
would be worse if not for massive amounts 
of government aid to keep millions of 
workers on payrolls. Government debt is 
exploding to cover the costs of such relief. 

In Paris, aircraft maker Airbus reported 
a first-quarter loss of US$515 million, 
laid off thousands of workers and sought 
billions of dollars in loans to pull through 
the crisis.

Italy’s credit rating was lowered in the 
first downgrade of a major economy as a 
result of the crisis. Its rating stands just 
one level above junk bond status. — AP

Breakthrough 
in treatment 
against virus

The US government 
said it was working 
to make the 
antiviral medication 
remdesivir available 
as quickly as 
possible.   

Glimmer of hope as economic gloom deepens
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for over 65s, pregnant women and 
those with chronic conditions

FLU
VACCINATIONS

$35 for all others 

No appointment necessary. We can 

vaccinate anyone over 13 years of age. 

Get your fl u shot now!

867 3038
Ballance Street Village  
Open late 7 days

17278-19

GISBORNE’S ESSENTIAL BUSINESSES
During the lockdown period some Gisborne  
business are still operating including

If your business should be added to this list  

please phone The Gisborne Herald on 021 708 799

Business Applications are available for servicing of Eftpos & oice 
equipment for essential businesses. Call 868 6096 24 HOURS

The below businesses are available, but please do not visit the  
business premises – please make contact via phone or email irst

Police, Fire & Emergency, Health Providers, Pharmacies, Supermarkets, Dairies and Service Stations 

Kerbside rubbish and recycling collections, Gizzy Bus Services

31957-01

•  Gillies Electrical
•  Michael Low Plumbing
•  Laser Electrical & 

Plumbing Gisborne
•  Steve Wolter Plumbing
•  M.E. Jukes water tanker
•  Farm Vets 
•  Vet Ent
•  CareVets
•  Eastland Vets
•  Pit Stop
•  Self-service laundries
•  AON NZ Insurance
•  Emerre & Hathaway 

Insurance
•  Carl Horn Drainage
•  Terry Taylor Drainage Ltd
•  Wayne’s Waste 
•  Hansen & Tomlinson
•  Lock & Alarm
•  Evans Funeral Services
•  Gisborne Taxis
•  Eastland Network
•  The Gisborne Herald
•  Think Water
• Larsen Sawmilling 

•  Gisborne Ofice 
Products Depot

•  Gisborne Financial 
Services

•  CSL Security
•  Gas and Gear
•  Eastland Insurance 

Services
•  Commercial Vehicle 

Testing Ltd 
•  Business Applications Ltd
• Total Parts and Service Ltd
•  Driving Miss Daisy
•  Hallrite Plumbing and 

Gasitting Ltd 
•  Mac’s Firewood
•  The Tyre General
•  PGG Wrightsons & Fruit 

Fed Supplies
•  Eastland Generation
•  Eastland Port
•  Eastland Group
•  Gisborne Airport
•  Ocean Beach Motor 

Lodge
•  DB Judd Holdings Water Tanker

•  Forbes Appliances
•  Water 2U Limited
•  Bone Dry Firewood 

Supplies Ltd
•  Gisborne Auto Electrics
•  C & G Plumbing Ltd
•  Electrinet Ltd
•  Live Creative
•  Eastland Mobility
•  Eastland Auto Electrical
•  Power Farming
•  Goodyear Auto Service 

Centre
•  Cooks Couriers
•  Wally’s Glass
•  Simpson Automotive
•  East Coast Pest and 

Property
•  Food Cartel
•  Teal Motor Lodge
•  Total Fleet Solutions Ltd
•  East Outdoors Work and 

Leisure
• Teesdale Orchard



WASHINGTON, DC — US 
President Donald Trump said 
on Wednesday (local time) the 
federal government would not 
be extending its coronavirus 
social-distancing guidelines 
once they expire on Thursday, 
and his son-in-law and adviser, 
Jared Kushner, predicted that 
by July the country would be 
“really rocking again”.

Putting a positive spin 
on the latest grim numbers 
— the US Covid-19 death 
toll has now surpassed its 
Vietnam War death toll, 
Trump delivered his daily 
upbeat update and Kushner 
described the administration’s 
much-criticised response to the 
pandemic as “a great success 
story”.

Trump also talked up the 
good news that the day had 
provided: hopeful about the 
results of a possible Covid-19 
treatment. 

However, the US government 
also announced dismal new 
economic numbers due to the 
pandemic having shut most of 
the US economy down.

The White House has been 
trying to pivot to a new stage 
of the crisis, focused on efforts 
to reopen the nation’s economy 
state-by-state amid concerns 
that lifting restrictions too 
quickly, and without sufficient 
testing and contact tracing will 
spur a resurgence.

As part of that effort, Trump, 
who has both threatened to 
force states to reopen and said 
decisions would be left to them, 
said the White House would 

not be extending its 30 Days 
to Slow the Spread guidelines 
when they expire on Thursday.

“They’ll be fading out 
because now the governors 
are doing it,” Trump told 
reporters in the Oval Office as 
he met with John Bel Edwards, 
the Democratic governor of 
Louisiana.

Those guidelines — which 
were originally supposed to 
last 15 days and were then 
extended an additional 30 
— encouraged Americans to 
work from home and avoid 
restaurants and discretionary 

travel.
It also advised older 

Americans and those 
with serious underlying 
health conditions to isolate 
themselves.

Vice President Mike Pence 
said the guidelines have been 
incorporated into the new 
guidance issued by the White 
House earlier this month, 
which lays out how states can 
gradually ease restrictions and 
begin to reopen as the rate of 
new cases slows.

Edwards is currently 
under fire from Republican 

lawmakers in his state after he 
extended Louisiana’s stay-at-
home order until May 15. 

As he was in Washington, 
some GOP legislators were 
trying to rally support to take 
the extraordinary step of trying 
to override the governor’s 
emergency decisions about his 
state’s outbreak.

But Trump commended 
Edwards on the job he has 
done after New Orleans 
became one of the nation’s 
coronavirus hot spots. 

“I just wanted to 
congratulate you,” Trump said.

The White House on 
Wednesday also pointed 
out the prospect of an 
experimental drug, Remdesivir, 
which proved effective against 
the virus in a major new study 
run by the National Institutes 
of Health.

Meanwhile Kushner, who has 
been helping with the effort to 
get medical supplies to states 
that need them, suggested 
in an interview with Fox 
and Friends that the federal 
government had accomplished 
its mission.

“We’re on the other side of 
the medical aspect of this. And 
I think that we’ve achieved 
all the different milestones 
that are needed. So the 
federal government rose to the 
challenge, and this is a great 
success story,” he said.

The administration, he 
added, is preparing the country 
to “get as close back to normal 
as possible as quickly as 
possible.”— AP

US distancing guidelines 
to be ‘faded out’: Trump

LIFTING RESTRICTIONS: US President Donald Trump listens 
during a meeting about the coronavirus in the Oval Office of 
the White House on Wednesday (local time). Trump says his 
government will not be extending its social-distancing guidelines 
once they expire on Thursday, despite the US death toll 
surpassing its Vietnam War death toll. AP picture

MINNEAPOLIS — US Vice 
President Mike Pence chose 
not to wear a face mask on 
Tuesday (local time) during 
a tour of the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minnesota, in 
an apparent violation of the 
world-renowned medical 
centre’s policy that requires 
people to wear them.

Video feeds show that Pence 
did not wear a mask when he 
met with a Mayo employee 
who has recovered from 
Covid-19 and is now donating 
plasma, even though everyone 
else in the room appeared to 
be wearing one. He was also 
maskless when he visited 
a lab where Mayo conducts 
coronavirus tests. 

And Pence was the only 
participant not to wear a mask 
during a roundtable discussion 
on Mayo’s coronavirus testing 
and research programmes. 

All the other participants 
did, including US Food and 
Drug Administration chief 
Stephen Hahn, top Mayo 
officials, Governor Tim Walz 
and US Rep. Jim Hagedorn.

Mayo tweeted that it had 
informed the vice president 
of its mask policy prior to 
his arrival. The tweet was 
later removed. Mayo officials 
did not directly respond to a 
request for comment on why 
it was removed, or at whose 
request. 

“Mayo shared the masking 
policy with Pence’s office,” the 

healthcare system said in its 
response.

Pence explained his decision 
by stressing that he had been 
frequently tested for the virus.

“As vice president, I’m 
tested for the coronavirus on 
a regular basis, and everyone 
who is around me is tested for 
the coronavirus,” Pence said, 
adding that he was following 
CDC guidelines, which 

indicate that the mask is good 
for preventing the spread of 
the virus by those who have it. 

“And since I don’t have the 
coronavirus, I thought it’d be 
a good opportunity for me to 
be here to be able to speak to 
these incredible researchers, 
these incredible healthcare 
personnel, and look them in 
the eye and say ‘thank you’.”

Pence is not the only White 

House official who has shown 
a reluctance for face masks. 
When US President Donald 
Trump announced new federal 
guidelines recommending that 
Americans wear face coverings 
in public, he immediately 
said he had no intention of 
following that advice himself, 
saying, “I’m choosing not to 
do it.”

 — AP

Pence flouts rule on masks at top US hospital

CHOSE NOT TO WEAR FACE MASK: US Vice President Mike Pence visits the molecular 
testing lab at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, where he toured the facilities supporting 
Covid-19 research and treatment. Pence chose not to wear a face mask while touring the clinic, 
in an apparent violation of the world-renowned medical centre’s policy. AP picture

WORLD BRIEFS

Virus deaths announced in 
war-ravaged Syria

UNITED NATIONS — The UN humanitarian 
chief says 44 cases of Covid-19 and four 
deaths have been announced in Syria.

Mark Lowcock told the UN Security Council 
that the Syrian healthcare system, which has 
been decimated by nine years of war, could 
not be expected “to cope with a crisis that is 
challenging even the wealthiest nations”.

Lowcock said 43 confirmed cases and 
three deaths had been announced by 
Syrian authorities in Damascus and its 
surroundings, and a first case and death had 
been confirmed in Syria’s northeast.

He said “testing capacity remains very 
limited”, efforts were being made to set up 
isolation areas in camps, and measures 
aimed at containing the spread of Covid-19 
were already hurting the most vulnerable.

 — AP

Outbreak worsens in Russia
MOSCOW — Russian officials say more 

than 1000 coronavirus cases have been 
found among workers building a liquefied 
natural gas facility in the far northern 
Murmansk region.

The Interfax news agency cited regional 
officials as saying 80 cases were found on 
Wednesdayn (local time) at the Belokamenka 
work site, bringing the total there to 1002 — 
more than 1 percent of all the cases reported 
in Russia.

The infections were found in a camp 
housing about 4500 construction workers 
working for a project contractor.

There also are concerns about a similar 
outbreak among workers at a gas field under 
construction in the far-northeast Sakha 
region. 

The regional governor, Aisen Nikolayev, said 
this week that all the workers had been tested 
and the number of infections was significant, 
although he did not give figures.

Russia has almost 100,000 total cases of 
the virus, making it the eighth hardist-hit 
country in the world. — AP, agencies

Thunberg steps up again
UNITED NATIONS — Climate activist Greta 

Thunberg is launching a campaign with a 
Danish foundation to help finance the UN 
childrens agency’s emergency programme to 
fight the coronavirus pandemic.

Thunberg said in a statement that “like the 
climate crisis, the coronavirus pandemic is a 
child-rights crisis” that will affect youngsters 
now and in the long-term, especially the most 
vulnerable.

She urged people everywhere “to step up 
and join me in support of UNICEF’s vital work 
to save children’s lives, to protect health and 
continue education.”

The campaign is being launched with 
US$100,000 from the Greta Thunberg 
Foundation and US$100,000 from Denmark’s 
Human Act Foundation. — AP

Hugging grandkids a risk? 
GENEVA — A top World Health Organisation 

official says the UN health agency is looking 
into whether grandparents can safely hug 
their grandchildren without the risk of 
contracting the coronavirus.

The comments from Maria Van Kerkhove, 
technical lead of WHO’s emergencies 
programme, came after a top Swiss 
health official this week suggested 
that grandparents could hold young 
grandchildren — under the age of 10 — close 
without the risk of contracting Covid-19.

Most statistics show the elderly and people 
with pre-existing health conditions have been 
the overwhelming majority of victims who 
have died from the pandemic. 

However, many granparents have said that 
the one thing they want to do right now is 
hug their grandchildren. — AP

US hasn’t seen Kim Jong-un
WASHINGTON, DC — US officials “haven’t 

seen” North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
recently and are watching reports about his 
health “closely”, US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo has said.

He also expressed concern that the hermit 
state could be hit either by the coronavirus 
outbreak or a famine.

Kim, 36, last appeared in state media on 
April 12, triggering speculation that he was 
seriously ill. But officials in South Korea have 
said such reports were not true. — AP
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GLOBAL BRIEFS

Irrfan Khan, of Slumdog 

Millionaire, Life of Pi, dies
NEW DELHI — Irrfan Khan, a veteran character 

actor in Bollywood movies and one of India’s 
best-known exports to Hollywood, has died. He 
was 54.

Khan played the police inspector in Slumdog 
Millionaire and the park executive Masrani in 
Jurassic World. He also appeared in The Amazing 
Spider-Man and the adventure fantasy Life of Pi.

Khan died on Wednesday after being admitted to 
a Mumbai hospital with a colon infection.

“Irrfan was a strong soul, someone who fought 
until the very end and always inspired everyone 
who came close to him,” a statement by the 
actor’s team said.

Khan made his screen debut in the Academy 
Award-nominated 1988 drama Salaam Bombay!, a 
tale of Mumbai’s street children. He worked with 
directors Mira Nair, Wes Anderson and Ang Lee.

Khan in 2018 was diagnosed with a rare 
neuroendocrine cancer and underwent months of 
treatment in the United Kingdom.

“I trust, I have surrendered,” he wrote in a 
heartfelt note after he broke the news of his battle 
with cancer. — AP

Theatres fuming over Trolls
NEW YORK — The most controversial movie of 

the year is . . . Trolls World Tour.
As innocuous as the rainbow-colored, music-

blaring animated movie may seem, the digital 
release of the Trolls sequel has caused a storm 
to course through the movie industry. Just as 
the pandemic worsened and movie theatres were 
shuttering, Universal Pictures shifted the film’s 
release to video on demand, leading a charge 
straight through the theatrical window.

Universal calls the Trolls World Tour digital 
release a success and suggests it may be the 
beginning of a sea change in how movies are 
released. Theatre owners strenuously disagree. 
AMC Theatres, the largest chain in the United 
States, is signalling an all-out war, saying it will 
no longer show Universal movies.

While few anticipated a skirmish would come 
over a glitter explosion like Trolls World Tour, it 
has been long in coming. Netflix, Amazon and 
other streaming services have in recent years 
broken the industry’s traditional theatrical window 
of 72-90 days (and thus had their films excluded 
from major theatre chains), and the major studios 
have sometimes been tempted to try their own 
luck and head straight to homes. — AP

Musk pushes US to reopen
 WASHINGTON — Eccentric entrepreneur Elon 

Musk, the chief of electric carmaker Tesla, has 
been using his large platform on social media to 
call for reopening the US economy quickly amid 
extended shutdowns due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“Give people their freedom back,” he said on 
Twitter, linking to an opinion piece that argued the 
shutdowns are not saving lives.

“Bravo Texas,” said another tweet that linked 
to a report that the US state was going to let 
some businesses, like restaurants, reopen this 
weekend.

“FREE AMERICA NOW,” was the last tweet, in 
echoes of President Donald Trump’s social media 
posting earlier this month calling to “LIBERATE” 
US states. Musk’s tweet got 22,000 retweets.

Musk, who also heads up Space X, has more 
than 33 million followers on Twitter.

He is still facing legal problems, stemming 
from him issuing a tweet saying he would take 
Tesla private and that funding was secured, in 
a bizarre event that led to regulators launching 
investigations.

He recently filed court papers to reach a 
settlement on contempt charges, after he tweeted 
information regulators viewed as violating a 
deal, in which he pledged not to post material 
information about his company. — DPA 

Man dies in home Invasion 
SYDNEY — An 86-year-old man has died and his 

wife remains in hospital after they were bashed in 
their home in Sydney’s northwest.

The attack occurred after midnight on 
Wednesday when two men forced their way into 
the couple’s Cherrybrook home, threatened them 
and then assaulted them.

The couple, Colin and Josephine Saliba, were 
taken to hospital with serious head injuries.

Mr Saliba died later on Wednesday, but Mrs 
Saliba, 84, is believed to be in a stable condition.

According to Seven Network, Mrs Saliba’s 
screams alerted neighbours who ran to her aid, 
and found her covered in blood. — AAP

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Joe 
Biden won Ohio’s presidential 
primary on Tuesday (local 
time), clinching a contest that 
was less about the Democratic 
nomination and more about 
how states can conduct 
elections in the middle of a 
pandemic.

The primary was the 
first major test of statewide 
elections via mail amid the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

There were 
reports of 
confusion but 
no widespread 
disruption. 
It wasn’t like 
Wisconsin earlier 
this month, when 
voters were 
forced to overlook 
social-distancing 
guidelines to 
stand in line 
wearing masks to 
cast ballots.

“Within the 
context of the 
threat of the virus, 
it’s a decision 
that we will have 
made the best of,” 
Republican Ken Blackwell, 
a former Ohio elections chief 
who chairs the bipartisan 
International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems, said of 
mail-in balloting. 

Overall turnout was 
surprisingly strong, said 
Secretary of State Frank 
LaRose. 

While his office said about 
1.5 million votes had been 
cast as of midday on Saturday, 
down sharply from the 3.2 
million cast in Ohio’s 2016 
presidential primary, he said 
some larger counties received 
tens of thousands of additional 
ballots on Tuesday.

“It was better than OK. It 
was great,” he said.

The primary, originally 
scheduled for March 17, was 
delayed just hours before the 
polls had been supposed to 
open. 

Citing a health emergency, 
Republican Governor Mike 
DeWine recommended that 
in-person balloting not be held 
until June 2. 

But, while battling the 
legal challenges around that, 
officials moved balloting to 
this week while converting 
to a mail-in process since the 
state remains under a stay-at-
home order. 

Most Ohioans casting 

absentee ballots had to run 
at least three pieces of mail 
— an application, a blank 
ballot and a completed one — 
through the US Postal Service. 

Only the homeless and 
disabled people were initially 
encouraged to cast in-person 
ballots at county election 
board offices, although anyone 
not receiving ballots by mail 
in time to participate could 
also turn up in person.

The Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law said 
it fielded calls and complaints. 

It called on Ohio to mail 
ballots directly to eligible 
voters in the future, as other 
states do, a proposal so far 

rejected by the Republican-
controlled state Legislature. 

With his last competitor, 
Vermont Senator Bernie 
Sanders, leaving the race 
weeks ago, Biden has 
emerged as the presumptive 
Democratic presidential 
nominee, and the Ohio results 
were never in doubt. 

Still, moving to a mail-
in primary on the fly was 
watched around the country 
as states with upcoming 
elections grapple with how 
to fulfill one of the most 
basic functions of American 
democracy, voting, while 
battling the coronavirus’s 
spread. — AP

Joe Biden wins Ohio 
Democratic primary

VOTING DURING A PANDEMIC: Carolyn Conwell votes in Ohio’s primary election 
at the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, on Tuesday (local time), in Cleveland. 
The first major test of an almost-completely vote-by-mail election during a 
pandemic unfolded on Tuesday in Ohio, offering lessons to other states about 
how to conduct one of the most basic acts of democracy amid a health crisis.       
Inset, Joe Biden won the Ohio primary, which had been delayed because of the 
Covid-19 outbreak.  AP pictures

BRISBANE — Refugees — formerly detained 
on Manus Island and Nauru — who are now 
detained in Australia will only be protected from 
Covid-19 by the government if the courts force 
it, a refugee says.

The Human Rights Law Centre has filed a 
legal challenge in the High Court on behalf of 
another refugee.

It argues the government is breaching its 
duty of care by failing to provide conditions in 
immigration detention that allow him to protect 
himself from the coronavirus.

Like hundreds of refugees transferred from 
offshore to onshore detention for medical 
treatment, the claimant has a number of 
underlying health issues, including asthma and 
a heart condition, placing him at increased risk 
of death from Covid-19.

Australian doctors and medical experts 
have warned that crowded detention centres 
can spread Covid-19 like cruise ships and 
advised that detainees be released to protect 
themselves and the community.

The Law Centre said releases had been made 
in Great Britain, Belgium and Spain.

Its legal director David Burke said it was 
unclear why Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton, 
who contracted the coronavirus, was not 
following medical advice.

“We don’t know why the minister hasn’t 
followed the advice of medical experts like the 
Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases 
who have called for him to urgently reduce the 
number of people in detention,” Mr Burke said.

“What we want is 
for him to listen to 
that advice just like 
the government is 
asking the rest of 
us to do in our day 
to day lives at the 
moment.”

Refugee Farhad 
Rahmati, one of 
about 120 men 
detained in a 
Brisbane hotel, said 
only the courts could 
make the government 

follow the advice.
“In the past seven years, the Liberal 

government showed that they have no intention 
to solve any matters towards offshore refugees 
unless they are forced,” Mr Rahmati said.

“Australia is failing its obligation to refugees 
under international law. This is a crime against 
humanity. We have committed no crime and we 
are detained.”

The legal challenge is expected to become 
a test case for all refugees detained onshore, 
however, Mr Burke said it was disappointing to 
have to resort to court action.

“No one should have to go to court just to 
get basic safety,” he said.

“You shouldn’t have to rely on lawyers to get 
medical treatment or to make sure that you are 
able to follow the public health guidelines that 
all the rest of us are trying to follow every day.”

Australians are advised to exercise social 
distancing by at least 1.5 metres, which Mr 
Rahmati said could not be done by refugees in 
their crowded hotel.

A member of Australia’s community willing to 
“house, feed, and clothe” detained refugees is 
the former Socceroo Craig Foster.

In the Guardian, Mr Foster revealed he had 
asked the government to release two refugees 
from a hotel in Melbourne into his care.

“I will fly Mostafa Azimitabar and Farhad 
Bandesh, two Kurds who’ve endured hell for 
seven years that we have turned into husks of 
people and who are my friends, to Sydney at my 
own expense.

“I’ll pay a bond if necessary, and they’ll live 
exactly as they should. As my brothers. Family 
members. As equals.

“And I call on the Australian government to 
release the 1440 immigration detainees into the 
care of fellow Australians who feel the same 
way.”

Mr Foster claimed there were 9900  
members of “I Have a Room” in Australia  
who would accommodate those in immigration 
detention.

Mr Bandesh, an artist who has exhibited 
in Melbourne and remotely collaborated with 
Australian musicians, appeared on the ABC’s 
Q&A programme last week to explain the 
refugees’ coronavirus fears. Two days later 
he was removed from the hotel and placed at 
Melbourne’s MITA immigration detention centre. 
 — Radio NZ

Detainees look to courts for protection

Farhad Rahmati
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Reveal a completed 
crossword by deleting one 
of the two letters in each 
divided square. 

P A V E M E N T D
A I A O Y
R U D E R O B B E D
A E N A I
G R O W L A C R E S
R O C T
A N G R Y C O M M A
P S O O N
H I G H E R Z I N C

N I A S E
N P O L L U T E S

No.07 

   Solution 06 

 

Word reference: C.O.D. 1999

Reveal a completed crossword by deleting one of the two letters in each square

Insert the missing 
letters to make 
ten words — five 
across the grid and 
five down. More 
than one solution 
may be possible.

S F R

D G

G R E

R E

S E S

L G A T E C R A S H E R F L P B M Y

B J G U Z Z L E M F G G E L T U U D

G O N D O L A E T T O U Y I U K G Q

G E N I U S E L N S L A M R C G G E

Y E G G O N G E G L O R Y G P A A L

W U R U G Y M K H A N A I M E H L G

Y A G M X N G A U Z E N F G E T L G

G E O G R A P H Y G A T H E R G E I

U L X E G U N P O W D E R Q G N R G

Z G V K S G N I O G S E X N T N Y G

Y O N Y B S N Y H S A N G L S E G R

G E M G T A L R H U I O E P S D O A

B S E S G Q R E R K T M X P A L O N

R Q O L H F M N R A A G O V R O E D

X H O M G N W E L N T L I O G G Y I

G S L E D O H E H O L I G A Z E B O

S W D X G G G R U A Z H U X N H W S

E U L G I B B G G F I A M G H T V E

P A R S L E Y

3 LETTERS

 ACE

 AFT

 ARE

 ARK

 ASK

 EAT

 EEL

 ELK

 ERA

 EVE

 GOT

 HOB

 LOW

 MRS

 OAK

 OBI

 OLD

 OWN

 PEA

 ROE

 SAG

 SIR

 SPA

 USE

 VIP

 YEN

4 LETTERS

 AFRO

 AIRS

 ARAB

 BEDS

 BOIL

 CRAG

 DUEL

 EARL

 EDGY

 ELSE

 ENVY

 ERRS

 FLAP

 GATE

 GROW

 GRUB

 GUTS

 HALT

 KNEW

 KNIT

 LATE

 LOFT

 ONTO

 ONUS

 PELT

 PENS

 PERU

 POET

 PORE

 PUMA

 PURR

 RAND

 SELF

 SEND

 SLAP

 SMOG

 SOUP

 TAKE

 TOTE

 TRIO

 USED

 WIPE

 WOOF

 YANK

5 LETTERS

 APPAL

 ARISE

 AROSE

 ASIAN

 ASTIR

 BEERY

 CAMEO

 COYPU

 DROVE

 ERASE

 FIORD

 FLORA

 GALLERY

 GALLOP

 GATECRASH

 GATHER

 GAUZE

 GAZEBO

 GELATO

 GEM

 GENIUS

 GENTLEMAN

 GEOGRAPHY

 GERM

 GET

 GHERKIN

 GHOST

 GIANT

 GIGGLE

 GIRL

 GLACIER

 GLAZE

 GLEE

 GLORY

 GLOSS

 GLUE

 GNASH

 GOING

 GOLDEN

 GONDOLA

 GONG

 GOOEY

 GOVERNMENT

 GOWN

 GRANDIOSE

 GRASS

 GREENERY

 GRILL

 GUARANTEE

 GUITAR

 GULF

 GUM

 GUNPOWDER

 GUY

 GUZZLE

 GYMKHANA

Can you find all 
of these words 
in the grid?

Can you find all the words into the grid? 
We’ve given one to get you star ted.

Anacross is a two-part puzzle. 

First solve the anagrams below, then 

work out how to fit the words into 

the grid above.

Solve the anagrams, then it the 
words into the crossword grid. 

ANACROSS

DEED MEN 
DEAR ELM
SELL SIN
SLEW RAY
USER LIE
SENDS UP
NEW AURA
FEEL RAW

Solve the anagrams, then it the 
words into the crossword grid. 

ANACROSS

DEED MEN 
DEAR ELM
SELL SIN
SLEW RAY
USER LIE
SENDS UP
NEW AURA
FEEL RAW

Anacross A T T E M P T

A L R

E N V E L O P

T G F

O R G A N I C

U N L

S M I T T E N

S C U B A

C A N O N

A M I N O

M E T E D

P O S S E

5x5

G Y M S F U R C A R P E R U

R E A P O R E A W E O V E R

U L N A E N C A S E D K E E N

B L E S S A S K S R E N D S

M E D A L S T O Y

S O T C U L L A S I A R A Y

O A R O N E I N T E R V E N E

S K I I N G A C N E E N D S

S O D S W O O P A T E

A B E T M A N Y A V O W E D

S E C A T E U R S E V E A G E

P E T A N T E W R E N L O W

M U D C H A R G E

G R O A T T H A I E R I C A

R O U T B O O T L E G A N O N

E L S E A L L S K I S C A T

G E T S A D D T E N E A T S

WordFit
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Reveal a completed 
crossword by deleting one 
of the two letters in each 
divided square. 

P A V E M E N T D
A I A O Y
R U D E R O B B E D
A E N A I
G R O W L A C R E S
R O C T
A N G R Y C O M M A
P S O O N
H I G H E R Z I N C

N I A S E
N P O L L U T E S

No.07 

   Solution 06 

 

Word reference: C.O.D. 1999Double Cross Wordsearch
M H Z P A F E U P R Y Y T I U R F E

M G S Y W O L R Y D R L T F W A F W

F E V E R H J A B L R F N C L L F L

H E F T R K C I X I E X A Y A A C K

L I S S O F A C E L F E N T I F M L

G X L F O U N D U F A N R R I L A E

F F E A T F E R A F U I Y F J R N O

U F S F A B R I C F I T C H E Q B T

N A L I M E N U H M A G A N T T B E

D M H A F T M Y G L H T U X A F C P

A I M C S V J I E A A F B R X N I H

M L F U C H S I A D L C D X E F I F

E I O K B Z B C J F I S H E R Y I F

N A Y R F A F A L S I F Y A H N E V

T R H X N O I T C I F Y M M I P F F

A F R E Q U E N T K Q E W T B I R Y

L K N U F A C I L I T Y E Y L P S Q

J A F A B U L O U S F O R M U L A E

 GABLE

 GORED

 NOVEL

 ORGAN

 PACTS

 PLEAS

 POLKA

 PULSE

 RECAP

 RELET

 ROAST

 SKATE

 TAMIL

 TEENS

 TREES

 UNDER

 WHORL

 YELLS

6 LETTERS

 ASLEEP

 RETYPE

 SIPHON

 VESTRY

7 LETTERS

 PARSLEY

 SUNLAMP

 SWOOPED

 TARTARE

SIMON SHUKER’S CODE-CRACKER WORDFIT

Each number in the grid represents a diferent letter of the alphabet. 
Enter the letter or letters given in the control grid into the main grid, 
then use your knowledge of words to work out which letters should go 
in the missing squares. As you get the letters, ill in other squares with 
the same number in the main grid and control grid. 
Check letters of the A to Z list at the bottom as you identify them. 

WORDSEARCH

LYRICAL

ANACROSS DOUBLE CROSS

PREVIOUS SOLUTIONS

5x5WORDWHEEL

How good is your memory? 
Name the song and the singer or band

60s

How I wish I had someone to talk to/I’m in an 
awful way
70s

We are all just prisoners here/of our own 
device
80s

By order of the prophet/we ban that boogie 
sound
90s

If you wanna be my lover, you gotta get with 
my friends
00s

I’m done, done on to the next one
10s

If the Heavens ever did speak/She is the last 
true mouthpiece 

9=6

60s: Yesterday, The Beatles, 
70s: I’m Not In Love, 10cc, 
80s: Back in Black, AC/DC, 
90s: Lightning Crashes, Live,
00s: Hey there Delilah, Plain White Tees
10s:  Get Lucky, Daft Punk 

Lyrical

Fill in the missing letter 
to make an eight-letter 
word which can read 
either clockwise or 
anticlockwise

S

E

?

S

NE

U S

803

Yesterday: ATTRACTS 

9 EQUALS 6 9 EQUALS 6

HOW TO PLAY
Fill in the nine blank 

squares to make six words, 
three across and three 
down. More than one 

solution may be possible.

B L P
P E
A Y
A E

E D M

Missing letters

A A G I L R R S U

007

2/4

B M O

J U I C E

L Y N C H

R E C U R

R E R

9=6

Brain training - keeping your mind active



HAMILTON — People with 
sexually transmitted infections 
are delaying seeking help, 
which is leading to serious 
complications in some cases.

According to sexual health 
providers, confusion about 
which services are open, fear 
of contracting Covid-19 or lack 
of privacy to make confidential 
phone calls were holding some 
back from getting help.

Sexual health specialist, Jane 
Morgan, from the Hamilton 
Sexual Health Service said the 
switch to doing consultations 
by phone — at least in the 
first instance — had been 
complicated.

“Somebody I rang this week 
had left a message to call them, 
and when I called them, it was a 
mobile phone they shared with 
their family.

“I’m speaking to people on 
the phone and I know there 
are other people in the room 
and that’s really difficult, not 
everybody has a private room 
they can use to talk about these 
issues.

“Which is the other thing 
for somebody, depending what 
lockdown situation they’re in — 
whether they can even make a 
phone call.

Most sexually transmitted 
infections caused symptoms 
within a couple of weeks but 
others took up to three months 
to make their presence felt, 
which means an infection 
acquired before lockdown may 

suddenly become a problem, Dr 
Morgan said.

Many people tended to ignore 
symptoms in the hope they 
would go away by themselves.

Added to this natural 
reluctance, some people were 
afraid to leave home during the 
lockdown while others have been 
confused about whether services 
were open or how to access 
them.

“So when they have turned 
up, when their symptoms have 
got so bad that they knew they 
really needed treatment, it’s 
meant then that their condition 
is more complex.

“So I’ve seen people with 
what started as a simple minor 
bladder infection that’s ended up 
something quite complex. The 
same for pelvic infections.

“Others I know will be turning 
up at emergency departments 
with pelvic pain because they 
didn’t realise they could have 
seen us before their infection got 
worse.”

Dr Morgan said the messages 
about which services were 
available had been “quite 
nuanced”, which had put some 
people off.

Clinics had asked people to 
phone in the first instance, 
which deterred those used to 
“just dropping in” or made 
them think clinics were closed 
completely.

Routine screening tests had 
been deferred to free up capacity 
at clinics to do Covid-19 testing, 

but urgent tests had always 
been available. “We’re definitely 
here and definitely keen to help.”

Family Planning clinics have 
been dealing with a thousand 
clients a week over the phone 
during lockdown — which is 
35 to 40 percent of their usual 
caseload.

Chief executive Jackie 
Edmond said the organisation 
had just started offering face-
to-face appointments again for 
contraceptive implants and 
injections and she anticipated a 
big rise in demand.

“I think GPs have experienced 
the same: people are not 
necessarily coming for that day-
to-day stuff, so I think as soon as 
the levels relax, we’ll see a big 
surge.”

Abortions and referrals for 
abortions had been available 
under lockdown, she said.

“Hopefully women haven’t 
delayed, because that would be a 
real shame. There is a possibility 
that people don’t think it’s 
available but it is.”

Youth health specialist Sue 
Bagshaw says her Christchurch 
practice has been using lots of 
texting and Facebook messenger 
to make it easier for patients to 
get information in confidence.

It was “imperative” young 
people got sexual health checks 
and kept contraception up to 
date, she said.

“The same rules apply 
whether you are in lockdown or 
not . . . the last thing anybody 

wants is lots of unwanted 
pregnancies or complications 
from untreated sexually 
transmitted infections.”

New Zealand Aids Foundation 
chief executive Jason Myers 
said while Covid-19 was not a 
sexually-transmitted infection, it 
was spread by close contact.

“And you cannot get any closer 
than sex.”

Covid-19 had prompted public 
health messaging that went 
beyond even the early days of 
the HIV/Aids epidemic, he said.

“Essentially we asked gay 
men to fundamentally change 
the ways in which they had 

sex, which was the need to put 
condoms on to stop the ravages 
of HIV/Aids in those early years.

“And now we find ourselves 
for the first time in our history 
as an organisation saying sex 
— certainly casual sex — isn’t 
a good idea at all. So this is big, 
and I think it will take a while 
for that to sink in for people.”

Dr Myers said, however, the 
reality was some people would 
be having casual sex already and 
public health efforts might need 
to move to “harm minimisation”, 
such as encouraging people to 
limit their number of casual 
partners. — RNZ

Confusion causes complications
STD sufferers more at risk due to fear, lack of privacy

NUANCED MESSAGE: Clinics had asked people to phone up in 
the first instance, which deterred those used to “just dropping in” or 
made them think clinics were closed completely.  Picture supplied

The Gisborne Herald • Thursday, April 30, 202018  NATIONAL NEWS

Enter numbers so that 
every row, column and 
corner-to-corner 
diagonal 
adds up to

ACROSS
1. People from different countries 
    speak with an _____ (6)
5. When in bed you are _____ down (5)
7. How liquid is measured (5)
8. Instead of a bath (6)

DOWN
2. The number of legs that an octopus 
    has (5)
3. Something to aim at (6)
4. Funny people in a circus (6)
6. A house made of ice (5)

120

7x7
A crossword for beginners EX

SO
GR
SP
RI
BL

HE
TY

OT CH
IC
TO
ED

GROTTO
OT.

G I
S 

 
Use the coloured letters to  
make two five-letter words 
on the snake's back.  
We have given the first 
letter of the red word   
and the green word. 

 

Solution 119: demo, doe, dome, dope, mode, 
mop, mope, mOPEd, ode, pod, poem.

S B
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RO

BUILD WORDA

Good 11  Very Good 13  Excellent 16+

How many words of three or more letters can 
you make from these blocks? You may use each 
letter only once. Plurals are OK but no words 
starting with a capital letter are allowed. There is 
at least one word that uses all ive letters.

120

© The Puzzle Company
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MAGIC SQUARE

Junior
Sudoku
Fill in the 
puzzle so each 
3x2 square 
and each line 
and column 
contains the 
numbers 1-6
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A PARTY OF ONE
by Mark Peters

F
rom London Street to 
London city, empty streets 
everywhere look like the 

deserted city scenes from the zombie 
apocalypse masterpiece, 28 Days 
Later.

You could say wherever you live 
looks like a ghost town.

(Cue music)  
Long before the global lockdown, 

the apparently immortal rock band 
The Rolling Stones had worked 
on their slow-burning, bluesy, 
harmonica-driven song Living In 
A Ghost Town. After the lockdown 
was announced, possibly 28 hours 
later, the band revisited the song 
in isolation, thinking it “would 
resonate through the times that 
we’re living in right now”.

“Mick and I decided this one 
really needed to go to work right 
now,” guitarist Keith Richards told 
news agency AP.   

“Life was so beautiful / then 
we all got locked down,” sings 
Mick Jagger, with a slight reggae 
inflection in the phrase a little way 

into the track, before jacking up the 
tune with nihilistic recall.

“Once this place was humming/ 
And the air was full of drumming/ 
The sounds of cymbals crashing/ 
Glasses were all smashing/ 
Trumpets were all screaming/ 
Saxophones were blaring/ Nobody 
was caring/ If it’s day or night.”

There is even a section that 
sounds like a brief nod to Robbie 
Robertson’s 1994 song, Ghost Dance, 
except Jagger is crying for company 
in his lonely bed. 

Both acts yearn for a better day 
to come, but whereas Ghost Dance 
is a vision for spiritual and cultural 
rebirth, Living in a Ghost Town 
steps up the beat and takes off 
with a political message of change 
in the world brought about by the 
pandemic as a great leveller.  

“Preaches were all preaching/ 
Charities beseeching/ Politicians 
dealing/ Thieves were happy 
stealing/ Widows were all weeping/ 
There’s no beds for us to sleep in/ 
Always had the feeling/ It would all 
come tumbling down.”

Sure, some misery has complained 

the new song sounds like an out-
take from Some Girls, but, with a 
slower beat and unwavering melody, 
the only similarity is in the use of 
a harmonica. For a band that still 
plays guitars and drums in the age 
of Moogs (synthesisers) and midis, 
the Stones have maintained their 
blues-rock sound for close to 60 
years. Now in their 70s, Britain’s 
bad-boy balance to The Beatles have 
written an original song with no 
fall-back on familiar riffs.  

“How is the band that released 
Satisfaction in 1965 still doing 
this?” asked one fan.

“The Rolling Stones through the 
ages, through plague and forever,” 
enthused another.

“The Rolling Stones newest song 
is actually I Can’t Get No Hand 
Sanitiser,” quipped an Anthony 
Scavone.

“If Keith Richards met the 
coronavirus, the coronavirus would 
need to self-isolate,” riffed a William 
Lester.

“The coronavirus outbreak is 
clearly going to inform a lot of rock 
and pop music in the not-too-distant 

future, but who would have thought 
that the Rolling Stones would be 
early to market with a Covid-19-
themed song?” asked The Guardian 
music reviewer Alexis Petridis.

Living In A Ghost Town feels 
appealingly sleazy, as befits a song 
in which Mick Jagger complains, 
very Jaggerishly, that social 
distancing is preventing him having 
as much sex as he’d like, says 
Petridis.

“It’s also burnished by an 
intriguing sense of vaguely dub-
influenced space. At one point, it 
breaks down to little more than 
a stabbing, echoing organ with a 
vintage reggae flavour. Elsewhere, 
you can hear a faint echo of Blue 
and Lonesome’s sound in the thin 
layer of distortion that covers 
Jagger’s harmonica and vocals.”

 ■ Check out The Rolling Stones’ 
Living In A Ghost Town music 
video on YouTube at https://
tinyurl.com/ybkabz3k. There 
aren’t many people in it so the 
song will resonate with you.

TIMELY: 
The Rolling 

Stones are on 
form with their 

new single, 
Living In A 

Ghost Town. 

NZ Herald 
file picture



by Mark Peters

A 
meditative soundscape that 
combines puoro with subtle 
electronica “to create a 

beautiful orchestra of nature”, can be 
viewed in Jerome Kavanagh’s video, 
Oro Atua: Puoro Maori sound healing 
journey.

The sounds of Kavanagh’s 
instruments, which include nguru, 
a whale’s tooth nose flute, porutu 
pounamu, a long greenstone flute, the 
koauau toroa, an albatross wing-bone 
flute, and a totara, cocoon-shaped 

trumpet called putorino, are recorded 
and looped electronically to build the 
calm soundscape.

Available via a link on SOUNZ 
Facebook page, the video begins with a 
calming, ritualistic, whakapapa-based 
meditation before Kavanagh layers 
the music created by the traditional 
instruments. Oro Atua Maori focuses 
on the use of traditional Maori 
instruments to promote physical, 
mental, and spiritual wellness.

A Grammy award winning soloist 
and Maori musical instrument 
specialist, Kavanagh has previously 

performed and recorded with artists 
in genres that range from hip-hop to 
classical. Collaborations include the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Moana 
and the Tribe, and Hayley Westenra. 
He has performed at New York’s 
Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Centre, 
the Sydney Opera house, the British 
Museum and Te Papa Tongarewa 
National Museum.

 ■ Oro Atua: Puoro Maori sound healing 
journey can be viewed, ideally with 
headphones, at https://tinyurl.com/
ya7538bh

Oro Atua: Puoro Maori 
sound healing journey

by Lindsay Bahr, AP Film Writer

T
yler Rake sounds like a Mad-
Libs action hero name. When 
you add to the mix that this 

character actually, literally kills someone 
with a rake, it starts to veer into parody 
territory. 

That’s why it’s somewhat surprising 
that the film built around that 
wonderfully silly name, Extraction, is 
entirely sincere and also pretty fun.

Extraction, currently on Netflix, is a 
straightforward shoot-em-up about a 
jaded mercenary, Mr Rake, played by 
Chris Hemsworth, who is hired to save 
the 14-year-old son of a drug lord from 
another drug lord in Bangladesh. 

It doesn’t do anything to push the 
genre forward, but it’s better than 
you might think, existing comfortably 
somewhere on the action flick spectrum 
between Tony Scott and Peter Berg.

Much of that rests on Hemsworth’s 
(very large) shoulders. The Australian 
actor hasn’t had the easiest job finding 
solid roles outside of Thor. 

He’s always good even when the movie 
isn’t, and obviously has some tricks up 
his sleeves that belie his action-hero 
physique. But many of his leading man 
roles that don’t have anything to do with 
the God of Thunder have come and gone 
without much fanfare. 

So it makes a certain amount of sense 
that Extraction is Marvel-adjacent. It 
is written by Joe Russo (one half of 
the Russo brothers who have directed 
a handful of Marvel movies, including 
Avengers: Endgame), directed by Marvel 
stunt coordinator Sam Hargrave in his 

debut and based on a graphic novel 
(Ciudad).

The graphic novel origins help explain 
“Tyler Rake,” but that name is about the 
extent of the comic book elements in the 
actual film. 

And, to be fair, Extraction even knows 
it’s ridiculous, hence the rake and the 
fact that the 14-year-old asset Ovi 
(Rudhraksh Jaiswal) walks up to the line 

of making fun of it at one point.
The film begins at the end, showing 

Tyler Rake (it just feels more right to 
say his full name) bloodied, battered and 
near-death on a bridge, having blurry 
flashbacks to some feet in the sand 
before cutting to two days earlier in 
Mumbai. 

It won’t shock you to learn that Tyler 
Rake is a bit of a loner who keeps his 

living quarters in shambles, but you get 
the sense that he always knows where 
the bottle of Oxy is. 

A woman (Golshifteh Farahani) comes 
to him with the job to save the kid, 
whose father is in prison, and Tyler Rake 
sets off to Dhaka to track him down. 

There, the criminal underworld plays 
out in broad daylight, with crime bosses, 
child soldiers, corrupt police and an 
overall vibe of instability populating the 
streets. 

Tyler Rake finds the kid easily enough, 
but then things start to get more 
complicated when he discovers that he’s 
not the only one looking for Ovi (and 
ready to kill to get him).

But don’t despair, Tyler Rake has 
about two hours of non-stop fight in him 
before he gets to that bridge and the 
blurry flashbacks. He’ll fight, and win, 
against anyone who comes in his way — 
even a group of kids. 

He doesn’t kill any of them, though. 
He just kind of injures and disables the 
“Goonies from hell.”

The word distraction has started to 
lose all meaning this deep into our home 
lockdowns, but there is a certain comfort 
in curling up with a big, silly action 
pic like Extraction. It reminds you of 
something you might have spent money 
on to see in an ice-cold theatre on a hot 
summer day.

 ■ Extraction, a Netflix release, is rated R 
by the Motion Picture Association of 
America for “strong bloody violence 
throughout, language and brief drug 
use.” Running time: 118 minutes. Two 
and a half stars out of four.

Hemsworth finds a worthy action pic

ACTION MAN: Chris Hemsworth (left) plays jaded mercenary Tyler Rake in the action-
packed movie Extraction, in which Rake is hired to save the 14-year-old son of a drug 
lord from another drug lord. Action-packed escapism, available now on Netflix.
 Picture supplied

CONTEMPLATIVE: A whale’s tooth nose flute, a long greenstone flute and a cocoon-shaped trumpet are among taonga 
puoro Jerome Kavanagh plays “to create a beautiful orchestra of nature”. Picture supplied
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by Mark Peters

N
ational Theatre Live’s 
at home series of free 
screenings got off to a 

colourful start with the comic 
farce One Man, Two Guvnors, 
faltered with a devised 
production of Jane Eyre, picked 
up the brilliance again with 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night 
and is now about to screen its 
not-to-be-missed production of 
Frankenstein.

Directed by academy 
award-winner Danny Boyle 
(Trainspotting, Slumdog 
Millionaire), this production 
of Mary Shelley’s classic 
has Benedict Cumberbatch 
(Doctor Strange, Hamlet, 
Sherlock) and Jonny Lee Miller 
(Elementary, Trainspotting) 
alternating between the roles 
of Victor Frankenstein and his 
monstrous creation.

NTL will screen shows with 
two leads in either role. 

The plot is generally well-
known. Childlike in his 
innocence but grotesque 
in form, Frankenstein’s 
bewildered creature is cast out 

into a hostile universe by his 
horror-struck maker. Meeting 
with cruelty wherever he goes, 
the increasingly desperate and 
vengeful creature determines 
to track down his creator and 
strike a terrifying deal.

Forget Boris Karloff with 
a bolt through his neck, and 
forget Peter Boyle as the 
monster singing Puttin’ On The 
Ritz in the Mel Brooks pastiche, 
says theatre reviewer Michael 
Billington. Boyle’s production is 
neither shlock nor satire.

“Instead, it’s a humane, 
intelligent retelling of the 
original story in which much 
of the focus is on the plight of 
the obsessive scientist’s sad 
creation, who becomes his 
alter ego and his nemesis: it’s 
rather like seeing The Tempest 
rewritten from Caliban’s point 
of view.”

In the visceral opening 
scene, the creature is seen 
as a grotesque, fully-formed 
being waiting to be born from a 
back-lit, throbbing sac. Once it 
bursts out it flaps, scrabbles at 
the stage floor then totters as it 
struggles to become upright.

Cumberbatch brings an epic 
grandeur to his performance as 
the creature, says Billingham.

“As he quotes Paradise 
Lost, his voice savours every 
syllable of Milton’s words 
and when, in outrage at his 
rejection by the exile’s family, 
he burns their cottage, he 
utters a Hamletesque cry of ‘I 

sweep to my revenge.’ It is an 
astonishing performance.”

Both versions of 
Frankenstein will be available 
on the National Theatre’s 
YouTube channel.

 ■ Frankenstein with Benedict 
Cumberbatch as the 
creature https://tinyurl.com/

ycpmuu24 screens online 
from tomorrow morning, NZ 
time, and the season ends 
May 7.

 ■ Jonny Lee Miller takes over 
as the creature from Friday 
to May 8 and can be viewed 
via the link https://tinyurl.
com/y9h97kal

Misery made 
me a fiend

T
o celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the widely 
performed modern mass to 

peace, The Armed Man, composer 
Karl Jenkins wants your pictures 
of peace and tranquillity.

Randomly selected images of 
people, places and wildlife that 
distil this theme will be chosen 
for the official music video for the 
song Benedictus.

The song of thanksgiving for 
deliverance is one of 13 that 
make up The Armed Man. With 
words drawn from texts across 
the ages and the globe, Jenkins’ 
composition arcs through the 
romance of marching to war, the 
charge, the holocaust, through to 

the aftermath and ends with a 
song of hope and peace.

Benedictus is among the 
handful of songs from the 
traditional mass Jenkins included 
in The Armed Man.

A music video of the song from 
the 2018, Berlin-based production 
of The Armed Man, featuring 
cellist Valentino Worlitzsch, the 
World Peace Orchestra and a 
choir of more than 2000 from 
around the world knocking the 
face-melting chorus out of the 
park, can be viewed at https://
tinyurl.com/y9w7wjsu

Once inspired, upload your 
picture at https://tinyurl.com/
yaztlwc3

Peace pictures 
wanted for video

B
ach Sei Solo is one of three, free 
streamed premieres by the NZSO 
this week.

The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
continues its weekly free streamed 
performances with a new six-part series 
which premiered yesterday.

Bach Sei Solo features NZSO string 
players performing their favourite 
movements from one of Johann Sebastian 
Bach’s solo partitas, sonatas or suites. The 
musicians also share their thoughts on what 
the music means to them.

Each performance was filmed by a player 
performing in their home. This week, NZSO 
Guest Assistant Concertmaster Jessica Oddie 
of the Sydney Symphony Orchestra performs 
three movements from Bach’s Sonata No. 3, 
recorded in her studio apartment.

The need for speed

Speed is a fast-paced concert in which 
each piece of music is no longer than three 
minutes. The rapid-fire experience includes 
works from artists and composers such 
as Britten, Rimsky-Korsakov and begins 
tomorrow with a performance of New 

Zealand composer Gareth Farr’s work, 
Ascent. 

Renowned German-Canadian cellist 
Johannes Moser joins with NZSO section 
principal cello Andrew Joyce, associate 
principal cello Ken Ichinose and cello Rowan 
Prior perform the work.

Tomorrow at 6.30pm Shed Series — Speed 
will feature.

Speed is curated by NZSO principal 
conductor in residence Hamish McKeich and 
is presented with support from performing 
partner RNZ Concert.

Discovering Beethoven

In celebration of Beethoven’s 250th 
birthday this year, the NZSO, in association 
with Ryman Healthcare, presents the third of 
its Discovering Beethoven series on Sunday, 
May 3 at 4pm, All performances are by NZSO 
players at home.

 ■ All performances can be viewed at https://
live.nzso.co.nz/ and Music Room videos 
at nzso.co.nz/nzso-engage/music-room/ 
via smart TV, mobile phone, tablet or 
computer.

Bach to Bach performance

BENEDICTUS: Karl Jenkins, composer of The Armed Man, pictured 
here in action in Berlin, wants your pictures of tranquility for his music 
video. Picture supplied

BACH FOR STRINGS: The Sydney Symphony Orchestra violinist Jessica Oddie performs 
three movements from Bach’s Sonata No. 3, recorded in her studio apartment, in the first 
of a new six-part series of free streamed performances of works by Bach.
 Picture supplied

A MAN OF MANY PARTS: You’ll be as floored as actor Benedict Cumberbatch (pictured) when 
you watch National Theatre Live’s free, at-home screening of the Danny Boyle-directed production 
of Frankenstein.  Picture supplied
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THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST

Roebuck Rd
Remembering you in

these hard times.
Please text your name
to us so we can place
you into our prayer

box for daily prayers.
If you wish to get a
call back, text the

word yes beside your
name.

May the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ be

with you all.
Text 021 0908 5440

ELECTRICIAN . All
works certified. 10%
off hourly rate. Paul,
0226 783 024.

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.
N & J Fencing – Rural
bookings available,
new/repair lines, Yard
builds/replace & horti-
cultural work. Ph 027
960 7483.

WANTING lifestyle
property or section, pre-
ferably 1ha-10ha. Will
consider anything up to
30 mins from town. Ph:
027 9607 483.

BUY now. 2m3 Pine
$120, 4m3 $220, 6m3
$320, 8m3 $430, 12m3
$640, short logs unsplit
20m3 $250. Mac’s
Wood. Ph 862 8876.

MANUKA GOLD
WOODSTOCK 2yrs
dry. 027 455 3722.

MANUKA, Old Man
Pine, Macrocarpa.
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz or ph Len, 021 053
5157.

TEESDALE ORCHARD
OPEN now. Apples,
Pacific Rose, Pacific
Queen, Red & Golden
Delicious, Fuji, Pink
Lady & Ballarat
Cookers. Pears,
Packhams & Comice.
Tomatoes, pumpkins,
pea hay, & much more.
Back Ormond Rd, open
7 days, eftpos available.

NOTICE BOARD

Public Notices

Work Wanted

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

Fruit and 

Produce

PROPERTY

Real Estate

Stand Out
Give your 

advertisement 

a boost with a 

HIGHLIGHTER

We don’t recommend using 
the newspaper for the loo...

But get your paper 
home-delivered and enjoy 
34 other clever uses for it!
1. Cleaning windows
2. Shelf lining
3. Cat litter box liners
4. Barbecue cleaner
5. Packing material
6. Weed killer
7. Papier mache
8. Fire starter
9. Shape keeper
10. Fruit and 

vegetable 
drawer liner

11. Ripen tomatoes
12. Stain protection
13. Car fl oor covers
14. Fireplace logs
15. Camping aid
16. Table padding
17. Shoe and boot 

mat

18. Shoe deodoriser
19. Gift wrapping
20. Book covers
21. Cheap rags
22. Storing fruit
23. Draught proofi ng
24. Windscreen cover
25. Carpet underlining
26. Protect outdoor plants
27. Clearing up broken 

glass
28. Seedling pot
29. Oven cleaner
30. Unscrewing a 

broken light bulb
31. Compost material
32. Insect traps
33. Car wheel traction
34. Removing musty 

odours

� e Gisborne Herald will also keep you up 
to date with all the latest important local, 
national and international news. Take 
advantage of our discounted home delivery 
price, and get the news delivered to your door. 

Contact us about how to save even more when 
purchasing a 6 or 12 months subscription. 
Call now on 869 0620 / 027 694 2298

Also included 
is a free online 
subscription

$1.90per 

day

CORONA CARE
Are you self-isolating?

I can help!
My name is:

I live locally at:

My phone number is:

If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19 I can help with:

Picking up shopping Posting Mail

A friendly Phone Call Urgent Supplies

CORONA CARE
Are you self-isolating?

I can help!
My name is:

I live locally at:

My phone number is:

If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19 I can help with:

Picking up shopping Posting Mail

A friendly Phone Call Urgent Supplies

Please call or text the number provided to receive Corona Care

Please call or text the number provided to receive Corona Care

Covid-19 virus is highly contagious. We have taken every precaution to ensure these 

letters are handled with sanitisation for your health and safety

Covid-19 virus is highly contagious. We have taken every precaution to ensure these 

letters are handled with sanitisation for your health and safety

Thinking someone in your 
neighbourhood might need help?



Victorian races at Geelong  Friday Jetbet 13  TAB doubles 1-2, 4-5, 8-9  Trebles 3-4-5, 7-8-9  Quaddie 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9

1 Prestige Jayco Plate 2.30
 $20,700, 3yo Maiden SW, 1733m

 1 52 Art Major  (8)  58 92  N Callow 
 2 944s7 Enbarr  (11)  58 86  J Hill 
 3 0 Kawuneeche  (7)  58 82   
 4 9s033 Kwahadi  (9)  58 88  C Symons 
 5 7s7 Northern Woods  (3)  58 85   
 6 08s Siempro h (5)  58 75  R Mc Leod 
 7 744 Steel Sedaka  (2)  58 95  C Douglas 
 8 659s8 Bowness  (4)  56 85  D Bates 
 9 9 If You Leave  (6)  56 82  Ms B Grylls 
 10  Maryfromthedairy h (10)  56 84  J Childs 
 11 77s33 Strong Pride  (1)  56 100  D Yendall 

2 Roderick Insurance Brokers 3.00
 $20,700, Maiden SW, 1125m

 1 343s6 Dodge The Hounds h (7)  59.5 93  
    D Stackhouse 
 2 s776s Gunsablazin’  (6)  59.5 90  Ms C Puls 
 3 50s93 Live Like  (9)  59.5 98  B Thompson 
 4  Pimppoint  (5)  59.5 86  R Bayliss 
 5 8s44 Telekinesis  (1)  59.5 100  C Douglas 
 6 96s77 Absconding  (2)  57.5 86  Ms J Philpot (a3)

 7 422s5 Annabeth  (4)  57.5 95  J Martin 
 8  Nuclear Miss h (3)  57.5 86  
    Ms A Kelly (a2)
 9  Paprena  (8)  57.5 88  D Oliver 

3 IGA Liquor Plate 3.30
 $20,700, Maiden SW, 1325m

 1 276s2 Drop The Mic h (11)  59.5 95  
    W Price (a1.5)
 2 0 Fend Off  (6)  59.5 93  B Thompson 
 3 8 Immorality  (14)  59.5 85  Deni Smith 
 4 34s0 Laybuy  (4)  59.5 100  J Childs 
 5 52544 Midnight Marauder  (1)  59.5 91  
    C Douglas 
 6 3 Mister Dynamix  (9)  59.5 94  
    C Rawiller (a2)
 7 074s Soviet Witness  (3)  59.5 93  
    D Stackhouse 
 8 23462 Exact Replica  (2)  57.5 99  C Williams 
 9 s04s0 Fashion Stock  (7)  57.5 84  J Duffy 
 10 5234s I Dream Of Jena  (10)  57.5 96  J Hill 
 11 3323s Intellective  (5)  57.5 99  D Yendall 
 12 0 Precious Armour  (12)  57.5 86  
    A Darmanin 
EMERGENCIES:
 13 s695s War Dame h (8)  57.5 89  R Mc Leod 
 14 66s00 Runaway Rockette  (13)  57.5 80   

4 Carlton & United Breweries 4.00
 $20,700, 3yo & up Maiden SW, 2440m

 1 64374 Easton You Beauty  (5)  58.5 90  
    Ms A Kelly (a2)
 2 52402 Flensburg  (8)  58.5 97  B Rawiller 
 3 474s0 Magicain  (3)  58.5 81  K Bohorun 
 4 05653 Mustang Harry h (7)  58.5 90  J Duffy 
 5 77754 Praise The Power  (11)  58.5 90  
    C Symons 
 6 34222 Rokara b (13)  58.5 100  D Oliver 
 7 25604 Sandman  (10)  58.5 89  D Bates 
 8 686 Beyond The Stars  (2)  56.5 93  J Martin 

 9 P8754 Costano Mille  (4)  56.5 89  M Carson 
 10 834 Energy Raider  (1)  56.5 97  D Stackhouse 
 11 48265 Mavourneen  (9)  56.5 89  R Tan 
 12 522 Tralee Rose b (12)  56.5 99  C Williams 
EMERGENCY:
 13 60877 Pacific Crest  (6)  58.5 87  N Farley 

5 Rex Gorell Volkswagen 4.30
 $20,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 58, 2440m

 1 68344 Yulong Captain b (8)  62 96  W Price (a1.5)
 2 331 Beachgoer w (3)  61.5 90  C Douglas 
 3 15s87 Eurosymbol w (5)  61 93  B Rawiller 
 4 s9525 Grey Khan t (4)  61 91  D Stackhouse 
 5 99374 Blue Jay Way n (18)  59.5 89  
    C Rawiller (a2)
 6 49s84 Exclusively Ours wn (11)  59 92  B Higgins 
 7 84973 Fioritura c (9)  59 88  N Callow 
 8 44355 Hanaki Warrior cdw (1)  59 92  N Farley 
 9 72488 Rylstone wb (16)  59 88  J Hill 
 10 17655 Disenchanted  (14)  58 90  D Oliver 
 11 43396 Jenstar c (2)  58 100  J Childs 
 12 00446 Notnecessarilyso n (7)  57 86  D Bates 
EMERGENCIES:
 13 36s73 Henry The Dolphin w (15)  58.5 87  
    L McNeil (a2)
 14 46638 Busker’s Ballad w (10)  58 91  B Prebble 
 15 70728 Eyes Are Blue td (13)  58 84  J Hill 
 16 07623 Written Rulz w (6)  56.5 87  J Duffy 
 17 22157 East West  (12)  56 86  C Symons 
 18 s5962 Mr Coyne dw (17)  56 83   

6 No Fuss Event Hire 5.00
 $20,000, Benchmark 58, 1425m

 1 6981s Is Don Is Good w (2)  62.5 91  C Douglas 
 2 3s1 Paddy Mac dw (16)  62.5 95  B Rawiller 
 3 s2541 Alphaville d (1)  61.5 98  W Price (a1.5)
 4 54187 Dash For Dee dwn (6)  61.5 92  C Symons 
 5 52614 He’s The Real Deel t (5)  61 100  
    C Rawiller (a2)
 6 56100 Caldwell w (11)  60.5 95  J Hill 

 7 30s88 Savvy Shields w (9)  60.5 95   
 8 8s81 Lady Delight  (7)  60 97  D Yendall 
 9 8s316 Oneira cw (10)  60 94  Ms C Hall 
 10 26453 Millie The Missile w (17)  59.5 94  
    L McNeil (a2)
 11 3129s Unsettling t (13)  59.5 92  N Callow 
 12 2s634 Cailloux  (15)  59 99  F W Kersley 
EMERGENCIES:
 13 50624 Herman’s Bells  (14)  60 97  J Childs 
 14 4948s Lovin Th’castle w (12)  57 89  J Martin 
 15 s0733 Quiet Lucky w (3)  58 94  D Bates 
 16 09786 The Mitre w (4)  56.5 92   
 17 07s44 Meet The Missus  (8)  56 92  Ms B Grylls 

7 APCO Service Stations 5.30
 $20,000, Benchmark 64, 1225m

 1 s619s More Sundays tdwn (6)  60.5 96  
    D Stackhouse 
 2 705s6 Toolbar dw (14)  60.5 94  C Rawiller (a2)
 3 09s19 Valley Of Hearts tw (16)  60.5 100  
    D Yendall 
 4 2985s Black Toff Affair dw (5)  60 95  N Callow 
 5 61228 Design Rouge  (1)  60 96  W Price (a1.5)
 6 1 Harpuna d (13)  59.5 93  J Bowditch 
 7 534s6 Blonde Disposition tdw (12)  59 92  
    R Mc Leod 
 8 60s82 Miss Skeptical dw (3)  59 96  B Higgins 
 9 1s14s La Bella Costa cn (10)  58.5 93  J Childs 
 10 1 Kalkarni Royale w (9)  57.5 93  J Hill 
 11 13 Miss Leila tbh (7)  57.5 99   
 12 126s5 Reward The Maid  (15)  57 93   
EMERGENCIES:
 13 38s51 Socialite Miss  (4)  56.5 94  T Nugent (a)
 14 14750 Trygve w (11)  58 93  B Rawiller 
 15 10s Snittitude d (8)  58 90  D Bates 
 16 9689s Misscino w (2)  56 90  Ms B Grylls 

8 Shojun Concrete Handicap 6.00
 $20,000, Benchmark 58, 1733m

 1 78521 Bromes w (14)  62 88  C Rawiller (a2)

 2 15s35 Jimmy’s Secret w (1)  61.5 100  D Yendall 
 3 4s102 Not Alone b (5)  61.5 98  D Oliver 
 4 0s81s Ablestock  (9)  61 87  B Rawiller 
 5 4396s Wolfe Tone w (13)  61 89  W Price (a1.5)
 6 471s5 Zancada  (4)  60.5 94  F W Kersley 
 7 50008 Compulsive w (7)  59.5 85  M Carson 
 8 46515 Costa Maya  (8)  59 91  Ms M Lloyd (a2)
 9 89002 Mr Jammo n (11)  59 88  T Nugent (a)
 10 35780 Notable Choice  (12)  59 88  M Allen 
 11 341s8 Wicked Trilogy w (6)  58.5 91  Ms B Grylls 
 12 798s8 Delightful Scoop w (2)  58 83  
    Ms M Lawrence (a3)
EMERGENCIES:
 13 P500s Digress h (10)  58 85   
 14 45034 Prize Lad  (3)  57 90  J Hill 

9 Hyland Race Colours 6.30
 $20,000, Benchmark 58, 1733m

 1 10062 Sir Harald n (1)  62.5 92  C Rawiller (a2)
 2 54562 The Dominator wbn (4)  62 96  
    Ms A Kelly (a2)
 3 49s00 Midas Man wn (6)  61.5 93  
    Ms K Quilty (a4)
 4 07536 Shifty Shamus b (5)  61.5 100  
    H Grace (a1.5)
 5 15631 Rivarola w (12)  61 94   
 6 15418 Needs A Crown n (2)  60.5 91  B Higgins 
 7 60929 Mont Agel tdw (15)  60 97  D Yendall 
 8 4s74s Don’t Be Shy wn (9)  59.5 88  C Douglas 
 9 85s65 Jealous Tycoon w (3)  59 93  
    W Price (a1.5)
 10 0128s Zubrowka dwh (8)  59 89  J Childs 
 11 69s87 Syd’s Coin  (14)  58.5 93  B Rawiller 
 12 6682s Accordingly  (11)  58 91  D Bates 
EMERGENCIES:
 13 54020 Never Back Down w (7)  57.5 91  
    T Nugent (a)
 14 s7086 Reggae Roc cw (13)  57 86   
 15 67414 River Mist w (10)  59 96  J Martin 

Selections
Race 1: STRONG PRIDE, STEEL SEDAKA, ART MAJOR

Race 2: PAPRENA, ANNABETH, PIMPPOINT

Race 3: INTELLECTIVE, LAYBUY, EXACT REPLICA

Race 4: TRALEE ROSE, ROKARA, SANDMAN

Race 5: BEACHGOER, GREY KHAN, YULONG CAPTAIN

Race 6: PADDY MAC, ALPHAVILLE, LADY DELIGHT

Race 7: MISS LEILA, HARPUNA, MORE SUNDAYS

Race 8: ABLESTOCK, BROMES, ZANCADA

Race 9: THE DOMINATOR, SHIFTY SHAMUS, ACCORDINGLY

Queensland races at Gold Coast  Friday Jetbet 14  TAB doubles 1-2, 4-5, 8-9  Trebles 3-4-5, 7-8-9  Quaddie 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9

1 TAB Plate 1.32
 $65,000, 2yo SW, 1200m

 1 414s Wisdom Of Water th (5)  58 100  R Fradd 
 2 1 Jetty c (3)  58 96  A Mallyon 

 3 — Neutron SCRATCHED

 4 7 Vital Verse h (2)  58 85  M Cahill 
 5  Lamarche h (4)  56 89  Matthew Palmer 

2 Aquis Plate 2.07
 $27,500, 2yo Maiden SW, 1400m

 1 25 Beckford bh (7)  58 95  
    J Guthmann-Chester 
 2 54 Dusi Canoe  (8)  58 92  M Cahill 
 3 33 Neutron bh (3)  58 100  A Mallyon 
 4 73 Niab h (1)  58 93  Matthew Palmer 

 5 965 Redenzo Bullet h (9)  58 86  N Tomizawa 
 6  Ellastra h (5)  56 86  J Taylor 
 7 532 In Order h (2)  56 91  S Galloway 
 8 44 Paredo h (4)  56 97  R Fradd 
 9  Shadyvale Serenade  (6)  56 86  A Chau 

3 TAB Handicap 2.42
 $65,000, Quality, 1800m

 1 21551 New Universe cwh (4)  59 99  R Fradd 
 2 133s9 Fighting Teo tdw (3)  56 98  A Chau 
 3 10424 Gresham wh (1)  55 100  M Cahill 
 4 91886 Akage twh (6)  55 93  Matthew Palmer 
 5 75672 Lota Creek Gold ch (5)  55 93  
    Ms B Ainsworth 
 6 s8888 Tycoon Player  (2)  55 74  Ms L G Cheshire 

4 Aquis Handicap 3.22
 $27,500, Maiden, 1100m

 1 2 Global Citizen  (1)  60 100  R Fradd 
 2  Final Declaration h (3)  59.5 85  
    J Guthmann-Chester 
 3 2524s Phoenix Shadow bh (4)  59.5 89  
    N Tomizawa 
 4 234s5 Aceplay h (5)  58 92  A Chau 
 5 0s2s2 Osaycan h (8)  58 95  M Cahill 
 6 6s Chica Rose h (11)  57.5 86   
 7  Pure Humour h (6)  57.5 85  L R Dittman 
 8 3s44 Snap The Luck  (12)  57.5 86  
    Ms B Ainsworth 
 9 2920s Kallie h (2)  56 89  M Shimodaira (a3)
 10 0s5s9 Shellona Beach  (10)  55 78  Ms E Ljung 
EMERGENCIES:
 11 0048 My Big Brother  (9)  56.5 86   
 12 700s0 Rock Paper Sizzle  (7)  55.5 86   

5 Feature Race Day May 16 3.57
 $35,000, Class 3 SW, 1100m

 1 2s413 Heritage Sash th (1)  60 98  N Keal (a2)
 2 1232s Soxagon w (12)  60 100   
 3 31s32 King Of The Desert tw (14)  58.5 89   
 4 7s213 Trevello  (3)  58.5 96  S Galloway 
 5 12s77 Deadly One d (2)  58 88  J Taylor 
 6 11 Sea Raider twh (7)  58 91  M Cahill 
 7 1279s Shooting Love tdwn (6)  57.5 98  
    L R Dittman 

 8 — Lady Appleton SCRATCHED

 9 — Vincere Volare SCRATCHED

 10 54221 Bay Of Dragons t (11)  55 89   
EMERGENCIES:
 11 92161 Swan Island wn (4)  56 90   
 12 60470 Will’s Bid tdwh (5)  60 87   
 13 317s2 Boss’s Boy n (9)  58.5 84   
 14 35780 Shadwell Flyer  (13)  56.5 80   

6 TAB Handicap 4.34
 $35,000, Benchmark 78, 2200m

 1 41674 Romakash tdwn (11)  60 85  J Taylor 
 2 38623 Dream Builder h (7)  56.5 100  R Fradd 
 3 7551L Bullet Shot dw (1)  55.5 95  M Cahill 
 4 s8644 Chilly Cha Cha wh (4)  55 88  S Galloway 
 5 90865 Meteorologist tdwh (8)  55 91  
    J Guthmann-Chester 
 6 62134 Muleta tb (9)  55 87  Ms A Patis (a3)
 7 88044 Temujin’s Rule twn (6)  55 85  K Yoshida 
 8 49366 Sky One wn (10)  55 82  A Chau 
 9 44146 Moss Go Now tw (5)  55 82  
    Ms S Bogenhuber 
 10 15864 Strong Desire w (2)  55 79  

 11 06432 Brumby Jack  (3)  55 82  
    M Shimodaira (a3)
 12 s9677 Mogul tch (12)  55 82  Ms C Frater 

7 Aquis Handicap 5.12
 $50,000, Class 6, 1200m

 1 s8448 Tisani Magic dwn (12)  60 92  A Chau 
 2 83811 Sofie’s Gold Class dwhn (13)  59.5 91  
    Matthew Palmer 
 3 1232s Soxagon dw (7)  59.5 96  L R Dittman 
 4 s1933 Don’t Leave Me Out twn (10)  58 88  
    N Keal (a2)
 5 s7842 Dazzling Red tdw (2)  57.5 95  
    Ms A Patis (a3)
 6 114s7 The Pines dwbhn (4)  57.5 96  R Fradd 
 7 s5109 Fortification dwbh (11)  56.5 90  G Colless 
 8 420s7 Lifesaver d (5)  56.5 90  A Mallyon 
 9 626s1 Maslow tdhn (9)  56.5 100  M Cahill 
 10 170s9 Quadriga n (8)  56.5 94  J Taylor 
 11 22s1s Brenda dwn (6)  56 87  Ms S Bogenhuber 
 12 s4959 Miss Beneteau tcdn (3)  55 92  
    J Guthmann-Chester 
EMERGENCY:
 13 52132 Moscini d (1)  55.5 91   

8 TAB Handicap 5.47
 $65,000, 3yo Quality, 1200m

 1 13s12 Fisticuffs dbh (12)  60 100  R Fradd 
 2 626s4 Scout tch (5)  60 98  M Cahill 
 3 31s21 Iced tn (10)  58.5 92  G Colless 
 4 31113 Baroda h (3)  57.5 100  A Mallyon 
 5 1279s Shooting Love cwn (4)  57.5 97   
 6 2s11s Je Suis Belle n (13)  55 89   
 7 s110s Lady Appleton t (6)  55 88   

 8 1s1 Ready Babe n (2)  55 91  Ms E Ljung 
 9 184s5 The Carpenter cd (14)  55 91  S Galloway 
 10 6762s Broncks h (7)  55 91  J Guthmann-Chester 
 11 s105s Flirty Deb ch (8)  55 87  Matthew Palmer 
 12 36s41 Madam Of The House hn (1)  55 89  
    A Chau 
EMERGENCIES:
 13  Pure Humour h (9)  55 91   
 14 06050 Sizzling Babe d (11)  55 95   

9 Aquis Handicap 6.27
 $50,000, Benchmark 75, 1400m

 1 13446 Desmon’s Pride tcwh (12)  62 94  
    M Shimodaira (a3)
 2 323s7 Jedaffair d (1)  61 99  N Keal (a2)
 3 57152 Mr Tickets dw (6)  59 94  Ms E Ljung 
 4 11446 Seentoomany tcwhn (19)  59 95   
 5 80550 Time To Play tcdh (2)  59 97  A Mallyon 
 6 1828s Stardome whn (13)  58.5 95  G Colless 
 7 11644 Glen Ord tdw (15)  58 95  C Taylor 
 8 0s605 Archer’s Treasure tn (8)  57.5 98  
    Ms S Bogenhuber 
 9 s3232 Great Keppell ch (11)  57.5 100  R Fradd 
 10 115s0 Mr Storm tdn (14)  57.5 92  
    J Guthmann-Chester 
 11 — Canapes SCRATCHED

 12 63723 Tziporah th (17)  55 96  S Galloway 
EMERGENCIES:
 13 50s60 Blue Comet cdwh (18)  56 93   
 14 41s44 Pay With Cash th (4)  56 95   
 15 73336 Seles wh (9)  55 95  M Cahill 
 16 78006 Shijin cwh (10)  55 95  J Woodhouse 
 17 43419 Make A Ruler wn (7)  55.5 93   
 18 612s4 Desert Knight tch (5)  55 95   
 19 4s857 Liability ch (3)  55 96   

Selections
Race 1: WISDOM OF WATER, JETTY, VITAL VERSE

Race 2: IN ORDER, PAREDO, BECKFORD

Race 3: NEW UNIVERSE, GRESHAM, LOTA CREEK GOLD

Race 4: GLOBAL CITIZEN, OSAYCAN, PHOENIX SHADOW

Race 5: HERITAGE SASH, SOXAGON, SEA RAIDER

Race 6: MULETA, TEMUJIN’S RULE, DREAM BUILDER

Race 7: THE PINES, SOXAGON, MASLOW

Race 8: READY BABE, BARODA, FISTICUFFS

Race 9: DESERT KNIGHT, SEENTOOMANY, GREAT KEPPELL

NSW races at Wagga  Friday Jetbet 17  TAB doubles 3-4, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddie 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8

1 Toyota Material Handling Aust. 2.35
 $27,000, Class 3, 1000m

 1 s28s1 Biscara dw (4)  59 95  N Heywood 
 2 03s7s Carruthers dw (6)  57 92  B Ward 
 3 14s5s Major Danger dw (10)  57 93  
    B Mc Dougall 
 4 350s0 Nevada Dane cdw (5)  56.5 89  N Souquet 
 5 5s438 Estrado dw (1)  55.5 100  C Lever 
 6 5s5s4 Onya Marks w (8)  55.5 92  B Loy 
 7 182s0 Farthing Wood dw (2)  55 94  S Miller 
 8 s189s Tarazal w (7)  55 92  B Ryan (a)
 9 7221s Hazel’s Diary w (9)  55 89  J Mallyon 
 10 s6661 Mouse Almighty  (3)  55 87  
    T Schiller (a1.5)

2 Wagga RSL Club Showcase 3.15
 $36,000, Maiden SW, 1200m

 1 53 Fat Gecko  (1)  59 93  Ms W Costin 
 2 2568 Highly Decorated  (7)  59 90  A Layt 
 3 70s54 Kalks  (6)  59 92  Ms H Ede (a3)
 4 2 Nuremburg Castle b (2)  59 99  
    N Heywood 

 5 575s4 Supalux  (4)  59 91  B Ryan (a)
 6 326 Supreme Kitty  (10)  59 96  B Loy 
 7 839 Alise  (12)  57 93  Ms K O’Hara 
 8 94s35 Ember  (11)  57 94  J Richards (a)
 9 8s4 Glorious Dream  (9)  57 94  Ms K Nisbet 
 10 26522 Miss Elsie May b (8)  57 100  S Guymer 
 11 8497s Rain Spirit  (13)  57 89  N Souquet 
 12 9422s Signal Hill  (5)  57 93  J Mallyon 
 13 45048 Thuwaany  (3)  57 90  B Mc Dougall 

3 Walsh & Blair Ctry Magic 3.50
 $45,000, Benchmark 66, 1200m

 1 s1200 Snippet Of Gold tcdw (14)  64.5 91  
    Ms M Waters (a4)
 2 s0520 Vinnie Vega tdw (11)  64.5 95  
    Ms D Scott (a4)
 3 46782 Fermanagh Lad cdw (8)  64 96  
    Ms H Ede (a3)
 4 67914 Upper House dw (12)  62 96  B Mc Dougall 
 5 72472 Bezazzalled dw (9)  61 96  T Schiller (a1.5)
 6 8750s My Maher tw (13)  60.5 97  S Guymer 
 7 69816 Superoo tcw (4)  60.5 95  K Jennings 
 8 22542 Concrete dw (6)  60 96  Ms K O’Hara 
 9 2005s Treasure Boss dw (3)  60 94  
    Ms E Hennessy (a2)
 10 0686s Equal Balance tw (2)  59.5 91  N Heywood 
 11 3s111 Zelago dw (5)  58.5 100  B Loy 
 12 — Gotta Want It SCRATCHED

 13 1133s Jounama tcdw (7)  56.5 90  Ms K Nisbet 
 14 15527 Who’s Shout w (10)  56 91  Ms J Taylor 

4 Iron Jack Showcase 4.25
 $27,000, Benchmark 58, 1300m

 1 10131 Nieces And Nephews tdw (1)  62.5 100  
    Ms H Ede (a3)
 2 15716 Trying tw (16)  62.5 94  Ms E Hennessy (a2)

 3 s0640 Let’s Get Animal cw (2)  61 96  S Guymer 
 4 3651s Tag And Release w (8)  61 90  B Loy 
 5 110s4 Villicana w (3)  61 92  J Mallyon 
 6 20s57 Juaphikoa w (11)  59.5 93  B Mc Dougall 
 7 529s1 Leg Work tw (7)  59.5 96  B Ryan (a)
 8 00s81 Riverbend Chief tcw (5)  59.5 97  
    T Schiller (a1.5)
 9 725s1 Noble Belle w (13)  59 97  Ms K O’Hara 
 10 5s507 Damagic  (18)  58 87  S Miller 
 11 68016 Sizzleonthebridge tw (9)  58 97  B Ward 
 12 18898 Halliday Road w (17)  57.5 92   
 13 310 Inland Retreat dwb (12)  57.5 94  
    Ms W Costin 
 14 78s30 Kruanui tw (14)  57 93  C Lever 
 15 50s51 Port Triano dw (10)  55 94  S Miller 
 16 186s8 War Blues t (6)  55 93  M Heagney 
EMERGENCIES:
 17 57058 Sam  (15)  55 81   
 18 70177 Lucky To His Mates dw (4)  55 93  B Vale 

5 Queen Of The South 5.05
 $67,500, F&M Benchmark 66, 1400m

 1 s7213 Got Your Six  (5)  65 97  K Jennings 
 2 71244 Terra Reign w (15)  62 95   
 3 7s578 Rockarosa  (1)  61 100  J Ford 
 4 0s305 Gotta Want It cdwbh (6)  60 93  
    J Richards (a)
 5 56s91 Collectively dw (11)  59.5 99  B Ryan (a)
 6 61s01 Extreme Jewel d (13)  59.5 98  C Lever 
 7 24296 Mookareena tc (3)  59.5 94  B Loy 
 8 18s43 Arrogant Lass d (4)  59 98  Ms J Taylor 
 9 19s64 Mornay w (14)  59 94  M A Cahill 
 10 62510 Our Volantis dw (7)  59 97  
    Ms E Hennessy (a2)
 11 4s361 Away She Goes tdw (8)  58.5 98  
    B Mc Dougall 

 12 37141 Bravado Lass td (2)  56 93  Ms K O’Hara 
 13 16s54 Pahruli dw (9)  55.5 89  S Guymer 
 14 72454 Via Condotti  (10)  55 95  A Layt 
 15 37661 Cherry Pie  (12)  55 89  B Ward 
 16 34976 Tearful Kitty tdw (16)  55 86  
    T Schiller (a1.5)

6 Kooringal MTC Guineas 5.40
 $72,000, 3yo Benchmark 74, 1600m

 1 31710 Gone Bye dw (6)  62 96  K Jennings 
 2 s2235 Lancer b (14)  57.5 100  Ms W Costin 
 3 s1536 Foxborough  (2)  57 97  B Mc Dougall 
 4 12611 Cyborg tw (15)  55.5 94  B Ward 
 5 2812 Smart Success w (8)  55 93  J Ford 
 6 321 Blueant  (1)  55 97  B Loy 
 7 70s35 Landstrasse d (12)  55 93  M A Cahill 
 8 17614 Rent A Rock tw (4)  55 97  
    Ms M Waters (a4)
 9 s1345 La Sante tb (5)  55 96  S Guymer 
 10 29312 River Charge w (3)  55 91  Ms J Taylor 
 11 41470 Buzz ‘n’ Joe d (11)  55 89  S Miller 
 12 s1335 Exotic Deel b (10)  55 91   
 13 s5084 Weja c (7)  55 88  B Ryan (a)
 14 04 Louis The Great  (9)  55 85  S Pollard 
 15 — Crocodile Cod SCRATCHED

7 Wagga Wagga Gold Cup 6.20
 $160,000, Listed, 2000m

 1 3s604 Best Of Days dw (6)  60.5 92  B Mc Dougall 
 2 s1032 Greysful Glamour dn (3)  56.5 92  
    K Jennings 
 3 23s99 Maurus w (17)  54.5 93  B Loy 
 4 30s86 Master Of Arts dw (14)  54 94  B Ryan (a)
 5 s5363 Savacool w (16)  54 91  Ms K O’Hara 
 6 08106 Spunlago tdw (4)  54 92  M A Cahill 
 7 38449 House Of Cartier dw (1)  54 95  Ms J Taylor 

 8 5s080 Purple Sector d (8)  54 100  S Guymer 

 9 09142 Kaapfever wb (9)  54 90  J Ford 

 10 7s407 High Opinion tcdw (12)  54 85  C Lever 

 11 00801 Monkery w (13)  54 86  J Richards (a)

 12 56508 Salsonic  (5)  54 83  Ms W Costin 

 13 62317 Azaryah tcwb (11)  54 84  T Schiller (a)

 14 48241 The Doctor’s Son tw (7)  54 86  M Heagney 

 15 4s030 Gentleman Max tcw (10)  54 79  B Ward 

 16 s6103 River Of Gold cdw (2)  54 82  S Miller 

EMERGENCY:

 17 s5479 Cryfowl  (15)  54 78   

8 Port Of Melbourne 7.00
 $27,000, Class 1, 1200m

 1 127 Front Page d (10)  59.5 97  J Mallyon 

 2 221 Shelby Sixtysix c (8)  58.5 100  S Guymer 

 3 2s436 Kaipaki b (17)  57 95  T Schiller (a1.5)

 4 6s518 My Solaki dw (2)  57 95  B Ward 

 5 335s1 Zarsnip t (4)  57 92  B Ryan (a)

 6 21s50 Intercontinental  (11)  56.5 100  S Miller 

 7 0s214 Talihina d (18)  56 98  C Lever 

 8 2s254 Rosy Dawn twb (16)  55.5 98  Ms K Nisbet 

 9 2267s Stryke A Star  (14)  55.5 90  M A Cahill 

 10 08s28 Coolyboss tw (12)  55 94  B Loy 

 11 60589 Hothands Liz w (5)  55 93  

    Ms M Waters (a4)

 12 008s1 Ile De Re cw (9)  55 93  Ms J Taylor 

 13 2s015 Pure Phylis w (1)  55 93  B Mc Dougall 

 14 05s00 Volere dw (15)  55 90  J Richards (a)

 15 70177 Lucky To His Mates w (7)  55 91  B Vale 

 16 3325s Zoey Lass n (13)  55 82  M Heagney 

EMERGENCIES:

 17 80996 Min Min Light  (6)  55 84  B Fliedner 

 18 6s065 Our Romeo d (3)  55 90  

    Ms E Hennessy (a2)

Selections
Race 1: MAJOR DANGER, BISCARA, ONYA MARKS

Race 2: NUREMBURG CASTLE, HIGHLY DECORATED,  

 MISS ELSIE MAY

Race 3: UPPER HOUSE, FERMANAGH LAD, CONCRETE

Race 4: LEG WORK, NOBLE BELLE, NIECES AND NEPHEWS

Race 5: GOT YOUR SIX, MOOKAREENA, AWAY SHE GOES

Race 6: LANCER, BLUEANT, SMART SUCCESS

Race 7: BEST OF DAYS, SAVACOOL, MAURUS

Race 8: FRONT PAGE, SHELBY SIXTYSIX, TALIHINA

MORPHETTVILLE, Australia — Connections of 
lightly-tried filly Vegas Jewel will be hoping for a 
trouble-free run when the daughter of Shocking 
contests Saturday’s Gr.1 Schweppes Oaks 
(2000m) at Morphettville.

Prepared by Mark Kavanagh for a syndicate 
headed by Laurence Eales, who enjoyed success 

as the owner of the filly’s sire Shocking, Vegas 
Jewel has won two of her seven starts to date, 
while also placing in both the Gr.2 Wakeful 
Stakes (2000m) and Gr.3 NZB Ethereal Stakes 
(2000m) in spring. The talented filly endured 
a checkered run in the Gr.3 Auraria Stakes 
(1800m) a fortnight ago, going to the line under 

a hold to finish 12th. But with a better barrier for 
Saturday’s Grand Final her luckless last-start 
efforts have not gone unnoticed, with punters 
supporting the staying filly into $7.50, third 
favourite behind Affair To Remember ($5) and 
Toffee Tongue ($7). Eales said she had definitely 
come back bigger, better and stronger as they 

always thought she would. With rain forecast for 
Adelaide, Eales takes heart from Vegas Jewel’s 
narrow defeat behind Miami Bound on a rain-
affected Flemington track when second in the 
Wakeful.  “I think it might be an advantage for 
her,” he said. “I would say she will handle a wet 
track.” — NZ Racing Desk

Vegas Jewel set to shine in Schweppes Oaks
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THURSDAY—FRIDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 3 0  
A quiz show where 
contestants must stay 
one step ahead of The 
Chaser.

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0  
The latest news, sport, 
and weather.

 7pm Seven Sharp 0  
Stories of the day from 
around New Zealand.

 7.30 N Your Home Made 

Perfect 0   
Two rival architects use 
virtual reality to pitch 
for the commission to 
rebuild a Brighton home, 
but will the winning 
design satisfy the 
competing desires of its 
owners?

 8.40 N Gordon, Gino, And 

Fred’s Road Trip 0   
The three friends are 
back in the RV for a 
culinary adventure 
through Mexico and the 
USA.

 9.40 Coronation Street 0   
Gemma opens up and 
confides in Rita; Leanne 
breaks upsetting news 
to Imran; Gemma finally 
admits to Chesney that 
she needs help.

 10.45 Seven Sharp 0  
Stories of the day from 
around New Zealand.

 11.15 20/20 AO 3 0   
Current-affairs 
programme presented 
by Carolyn Robinson, 
featuring international 
content and in-depth 
investigative pieces.

  FRIDAY  
 12.10 The Job Interview 3 0 
 1.05 Emmerdale PGR 3 0 
 1.30 Te Karere 3 0  

News and current 
affairs from a Maori 
perspective.

 1.55 Infomercials 

 5.35 Te Karere 3  
News and current 
affairs from a Maori 
perspective.

 6am Breakfast  
The Breakfast team 
presents news, 
interviews, weather, and 
information.

 9am Les Mills BodyBalance 

 10am Tipping Point 3 0  
Quiz show in which 
players take on a 
machine, hoping to win 
its jackpot.

 11am Cash Trapped 0  
Quiz show based on an 
original idea by Bradley 
Walsh.

 Noon 1 News At Midday 0 
 12.30 Emmerdale PG 0   

Leyla and Andrea argue; 
Tracy fears the worst; 
Graham must make 
amends.

 1pm Coronation Street 3 0   
Gary makes a discovery; 
Craig is determined to 
make a change; Daniel 
is ready to heal.

 2pm The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show 3 0   
Ellen is joined by 
comedy star David 
Spade.

 3pm Tipping Point 0 
 4pm Te Karere 0 
 4.30 Highway Cops 3 0   

A drunk driver who can 
barely stand; the weird 
and wonderful at the 
Hokitika Bike Rally; a 
Waikanae fisherman 
hooks both an 
impressive kingfish and 
$950 of infringements.

 5pm The Chase 3 0 

 5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 6pm Storage Wars PG 

 7pm Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 7.30 Hawaii Five-0 MV 

 8.30 NCIS MV 

 9.30 Seal Team MV 

 10.30 SVU MV 

 11.15 Storage Wars PG 

  FRIDAY  
 12.05 Parking Wars PGL 

 12.55 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 1.20 Jeopardy! PG 

 1.40 Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 2.05 Seal Team MV 

 2.55 NCIS MV 

 3.40 SVU MV 

 4.25 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 4.50 Hawaii Five-0 MV 

 6am Jeopardy! PG 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 6.45 The Simpsons PG 

 7.10 Parking Wars PGL 

 8am Border Security: 

Australia’s Frontline M 

 8.25 Storage Wars PG 

 8.50 Storage Wars PG 

 9.15 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 9.40 Charmed M 

 10.25 SVU MV 

 11.10 Parking Wars PGL 

 Noon Jeopardy! PG 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 12.50 NCIS MV 

 1.40 Seal Team MV 

 2.25 Charmed M 

 3.10 Parking Wars PGL 

 4pm The Simpsons PG 

 4.30 Jeopardy! PG 

 5pm Wheel Of Fortune PG 

 5.30 Hardcore Pawn PG 

 5.03 Child’s Play 16VL 2019 

Horror. Aubrey Plaza, Mark 
Hamill.

 6.33 The Keeper MVL 2019 

Drama. David Kross, Freya 
Mavor.

 8.28 Blinded By The Light ML 

2019 Musical. In 1987, a 
teenager learns to live 
life, understand his 
family, and find his own 
voice through the music 
of Bruce Springsteen. 
Viveik Kalra, Dean-
Charles Chapman.

 10.28 The Vanishing 16VC 2018 

Thriller. Gerard Butler, 
Peter Mullan.

  FRIDAY  
 12.13 Vice MVLC 2018 Drama.

 2.23 Little Pink House ML 2017 

Drama.

 4.03 Child’s Play 16VL 2019 

Horror.

 5.33 The Keeper MVL 2019 

Drama.

 7.30 People Interview: 

Jennifer Lopez 2016 

Featurette.

 8.20 Between Worlds 16VLSC 

2018 Thriller.

 9.50 Palm Beach ML 2019 

Comedy.

 11.25 Halloween 16VLC 2018 

Horror.

 1.10 Blinded By The Light ML 

2019 Musical.

 3.05 The Vanishing 16VC 2018 

Thriller.

 4.50 Unbroken: Path To 

Redemption PGV 2018 

Drama.

 5.40 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 6.35 Gold Rush: White 

Water PG No Guts No 
Glory Holes.

 7.30 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 8.30 Gold Rush: White 

Water PG 

 9.25 Aussie Mega 

Mechanics PG 

 10.15 Alaskan Bush People PG 

 11.05 Naked And Afraid M 

 11.55 How It’s Made PG 

  FRIDAY  
 12.20 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.45 Wheels That Fail PG 

 1.10 Wheels That Fail PG 

 1.35 Gold Rush PG 

 2.25 Moonshiners M 

 3.15 Gold Rush: Parker’s 

Trail PG 

 4.05 Expedition Unknown PG 

 4.55 Naked And Afraid M 

 5.45 Gold Rush PG 

 6.35 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 7.30 Wheels That Fail PG 

 7.55 Wheels That Fail PG 

 8.20 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 9.10 Gold Rush: White 

Water PG 

 10am How It’s Made PG 

 10.25 How Do They Do It? PG 

 10.50 Expedition Unknown PG 

 11.40 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 12.30 Web Of Lies PG 

 1.20 Blood Relatives M 

 2.10 Top Gear 

 3pm Gold Rush: Parker’s 

Trail PG 

 3.50 Gold Rush PG 

 4.45 Gold Rush: White 

Water PG 

 5.40 Aussie Salvage 

Squad PG 

 5.10 The Simpsons 3 0 
 5.35 Home And Away 0 
 6.05 The Big Bang Theory 3 0   

Sheldon’s tenuous 
relationship with 
renowned scientist 
Stephen Hawking is 
threatened by a game of 
Words with Friends; Penny 
secretly enrols in a class 
at the local college.

 6.30 Neighbours 0 
 7pm You Got This! 

 7.30 Police Ten 7 0 
 8pm Pooch Perfect 0 
 9.05 F Motorway Patrol PGR 

 9.30 Renters 

 9.55 You Got This! 

 10.20 Why Women Kill AO 0 
 11.20 Police Ten 7 3 0 
 11.50 N Pennyworth AO 0   

The origin story of Bruce 
Wayne’s butler, Alfred 
Pennyworth, a former 
SAS soldier who forms 
a security company 
and works with young 
billionaire Thomas Wayne 
in 1960s London.

  FRIDAY  
 1.10 Happy Endings AO 3 0 
 1.30 Regular Show 3 
 1.45 Infomercials 

 2.45 Scandal AO 3 
 3.30 Desperate Housewives AO 

3 0 
 4.15 The Fresh Prince Of Bel 

Air 3 
 4.40 Emmerdale PGR 3 0 
 5.05 Neighbours 3 0 
 5.30 Infomercials 

 6.30 Rescue Bots Academy 0 
 6.40 MyaGo 3 0 
 6.50 Bluey 0 
 7am The Jungle Bunch To The 

Rescue! 0 
 7.25 Ben 10 3 
 7.50 Wacky Races 3 0 
 8.15 Moon And Me 3 0 
 8.35 Mission Force One 0 
 9am Infomercials 

 10am Neighbours 3 0 
 10.30 Mike And Molly PG 3 0 
 11am Army Wives PG 3 0 
 Noon Selling Houses 

Australia 0 
 1pm Judge Rinder PGR 3 
 2.05 Home And Away 3 0 
 2.35 Splitting Up Together PG 

3 0 
 3pm Les Mills Born To Move 

 3.25 Bluey 0 
 3.35 Get Clever 0 
 4.05 F The Lodge 3 0 
 4.30 M The Spongebob 

Movie: Sponge Out Of 

Water PGR 0 2015 Animated 

Adventure. When a pirate 
above the sea steals 
the secret Krabby Patty 
formula, SpongeBob and 
his nemesis Plankton 
must team up to get 
it back. Voices of Tom 
Kenny, Antonio Banderas, 
Bill Fagerbakke.

 5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0 
 6pm NewsHub Live At 6pm 

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 Lego Masters USA PGR 0   
Contestants create evil 
lairs and fly vehicles 
through their Lego 
worlds.

 8.25 Dai’s House Party 

 8.55 The Graham Norton 

Show AO 0 
 9.30 Rebuilding Paradise 

With Paul Henry AO 

 10pm NewsHub Late 

 10.30 NCIS AO 3   
Gibbs begins his own 
investigation when a 
convicted felon swears 
he was framed, and FBI 
agent Fornell joins the 
team.

 11.20 Millionaire Hot Seat 

  FRIDAY  
 12.10 Infomercials 

 6am The AM Show 

 9am The Café 

 10am Infomercials 

 11.30 Amped   
Children’s entertainment 
show.

 Noon Millionaire Hot Seat 3 0 
 12.55 Dr Phil PGR 

 1.50 The House That £100K 

Built 3   
Kieran Long and 
Piers Taylor must 
find innovative and 
inspirational ideas to 
help Wajid and Anam 
build a three-storey, six-
bedroom home.

 2.50 Restoration Man 0   
George Clarke advises 
two families who 
have bought rare and 
nationally important 
buildings in Wales.

 3.55 Chris Humfrey’s Animal 

Instinct 

 4.30 NewsHub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Millionaire Hot Seat 0 

 5pm Frasier 3 0 
 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Netball Zone 

 6.30 Super Rugby: Isolation 

Nation 

 7pm The Crowd Goes Wild 0 
 7.30 Mayday PGR 3 0 
 8.30 Beneath New 

Zealand: Creation And 

Destruction 3 0 
 9.30 F Madam 

Secretary PGR 0   
President Elizabeth 
McCord begins a new 
political initiative with 
help from members of 
the World Cup-winning 
US women’s soccer 
team, with Senator 
Amy Ross opposing the 
initiative.

 10.30 The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PGR 

 11.30 Love Island UK AO 

  FRIDAY  
 12.30 Closedown 

 6am Ben 10: Ultimate 

Alien 3 0 
 6.50 Hank Zipzer, The 

World’s Greatest 

Underachiever 3 0 
 7.15 Trulli Tales 3 0 
 7.30 Atomic Puppet 3 0 
 7.40 Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles 3 0 
 8.05 The Thundermans 3 0 
 8.30 The Moe Show 3 0 
 9am Game Shakers 3 0 
 9.30 Portrait Artist Of The 

Year 3 0 
 10.30 The Chase Australia 3 0 
 11.30 Everybody Loves 

Raymond 3 0 
 Noon Making New Zealand 3 0 
 1pm American Pickers 

 2pm Celebrity Antiques Road 

Trip 3 
 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm A Place In The Sun: 

Winter Sun 3 
 5pm Frasier 3 0 
 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Paia 

 5.10 Pukoro 

 5.40 He Rourou 3 
 5.50 E Kori 3 
 5.55 E Ki E Ki 

 6pm Mahi Pai 3 
 6.10 Tamariki Haka 

 6.20 Huritua 

 6.30 Te Ao: Maori News 

 7pm Tangaroa With Pio 

 7.30 Cam’s Kai 3 
 8pm Aroha Bridge 3 
 8.30 Waiata Nation 

 9pm Sidewalk Karaoke PGR 3 
 9.30 The Koi Boys AO 3 
 10pm Only In Aotearoa AO 3 
 10.30 JC Tha Barber AO 3 
 11pm Te Ao: Maori News 3 
 11.30 Closedown 

  FRIDAY  
 6.30 Waiata Mai 

 6.40 Te Mana Kuratahi 3 
 7.10 Tamariki Haka 

 7.20 E Kori 3 
 7.25 Pipi Ma 

 7.30 ZooMoo 

 7.40 Te Nutube 

 7.50 Darwin + Newts 3 
 8am Polyfest Kapa Haka 3 
 8.30 My Country Song 3 
 9am Pete And Pio 3 
 9.30 Opaki 3 
 10am The First Voice 3 
 10.30 Tapatahi 

 11.15 Nga Tamariki O Te 

Kohu 3 
 12.15 Someday Stories PG 3 
 12.30 Game Of Bros PG 3 
 1pm Nga Pari Karangaranga 

O Te Motu 3 
 1.30 Ako 3 
 2pm Toku Reo 3 
 3pm Nga Kapa Haka Kura 

Tuarua 2018 3 
 3.30 Playlist 

 4pm Swagger 

 4.30 Tribe 

 5pm Waiata Mai 

 5.10 Te Mana Kuratahi 3 
 5.40 Tamariki Haka 

 5.50 E Kori 3 
 5.55 Pipi Ma 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum 

 6.30 American Pickers 

 7.30 Yukon Gold PGR 

 8.30 Discovering… Talking 

Heads 

 9pm Discovering… The Doors 

 9.30 Ozzy And Jack’s World 

Detour PGR 

 10.30 American Pickers 

 11.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum 

  FRIDAY  
 12.30 The Hairy Bikers’ 

Comfort Food 

 1.30 Best Cake Wins 

 2am Extreme Wives 

 3am Discovering… Talking 

Heads 

 3.30 Discovering… The Doors 

 4am Ozzy And Jack’s World 

Detour PGC 

 5am Mysteries At The 

Museum 

 6am Baby Animals Around 

The World 

 7am The Hairy Bikers’ 

Comfort Food 

 8am Seasonal Wonderland 

 9am Best Cake Wins 

 9.30 Bangers And Cash 

 10.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum 

 11.30 American Pickers 

 12.30 Ozzy And Jack’s World 

Detour PGC 

 1.30 Discovering… Talking 

Heads 

 2pm Discovering… The Doors 

 2.30 Yukon Gold PGL 

 3.30 Wild Animal Reunions 

 4.30 Fabulous Baker Brothers 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum 

 5.10 Judge Jerry 

 5.35 Hoarders 3 

 6.30 Love It Or List It 

 7.30 Tattoo Fixers 

 8.30 Below Deck: Sailing 

Yacht AO 

 9.30 The Real Housewives Of 

New York City AO 

 10.30 Snapped PGR 3 

 11.20 Killer Couples AO 3 

  FRIDAY  

 12.10 Infomercials 

 10am Get A Room With Carson 

And Thom PGR 3 

 10.55 Snapped PGR 3 

 11.50 The Kelly Clarkson Show 

 12.50 The Real Housewives Of 

Beverly Hills AO 3 

 1.45 Below Deck PGR 3 

 2.45 Keeping Up With The 

Kardashians AO 3 

 3.40 Wahlburgers 3 

 4.10 The People’s Court 3 

 5.10 Judge Jerry 

 5.35 Hoarders 3 

5pm Checkpoint  
News and current affairs 
programme.  
6.30 Trending Now  
Programme highlighting the RNZ 
stories people are sharing online.  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
8.30 Windows On The World  
International public-radio features 
and documentaries.  
10pm News At Ten  
A roundup of today’s news and 
sport.  

FRIDAY   
12.04 The All Night Programme  
6am Morning Report  
9.06 Nine To Noon With Kathryn 
Ryan.  
10.45 The Reading  
Noon Midday Report  
1.06 Afternoons  
4.06 The Panel  
5pm Checkpoint  

Your Home Made Perfect 
 7.30pm on TVNZ 1

NCIS 
 10.30pm on Three

Madam Secretary 
 9.30pm on Prime

Compiled by30Apr20

© TVNZ 2020 © TVNZ 2020



AUSTRALIAN RULES

EVERY great grand final has its 
memorable moments, brilliant individual 
displays and a tense countdown to the 
final siren.

Controversy and comebacks add 
further spice.

The 1989 Victorian Football League 
decider between Hawthorn (the Hawks) 
and Geelong (the Cats) had all of those 
ingredients and more.

But its defining quality 
was the sheer, unrivalled 
brutality of the contest on 
the biggest stage of all.

It started with Geelong 
hard man Mark Yeates 
charging off a wing to 
attack Hawthorn champion 
Dermott Brereton at 
the opening bounce and 
finished with Robert 
DiPierdomenico missing 
the Hawks’ celebrations 
because he was taken to hospital.

In between was two hours of unbridled 
football madness, complete with lashings 
of all-out attacking play and violent 
confrontation.

Yeates, who later described it as “open 
warfare”, executed a premeditated plan 

to charge Brereton.
It had been hatched on the preceding 

Thursday night with Cats coach Malcolm 
Blight but had its roots in an earlier 
incident when Brereton damaged one 
of Yeates’s testicles with his knee in an 
on-field clash.

“I was livid,” Yeates recalled in The 
Final Story 1989 documentary, released 
almost a quarter of a century later.

“Whether it was in the grand final or 
the next time we played 
Hawthorn, I was hell-bent 
on squaring up.”

Brereton, bones rattled 
by the hit, stayed on the 
field, vomited and kicked 
a team-lifting major as 
Hawthorn seized the early 
grand final ascendancy 
with eight first-quarter 
goals.

The scene was set.
Brereten had also 

suffered a split kidney and 
passed blood in the changing room at 
halftime, but soldiered on.

Neville Bruns and Andrew Bews 
literally took the fight to DiPierdomenico, 
who was one of several Hawks flattened 
by Garry Hocking.

Gary Ablett Sr cannoned into the 

Dipper as he reached back into dangerous 
territory for a mark, the Geelong 
superstar breaking his opponent’s ribs.

Fuelled by adrenaline, DiPierdomenico 
played on and was reported for a high 
elbow, delivered in retaliation, that left 
Hocking spitting blood.

“I just wanted to kill him. 
I got him with an absolute 
ripper,” DiPierdomenico 
said.

John Platten was 
knocked out, Michael Tuck 
split the webbing on one of 
his hands and Gary Ayres 
tore a thigh.

Umpires be damned, 
the only person capable of 
bringing even a brief halt to the mayhem 
was a female streaker dressed in a 
Batman mask and cape.

Amid the chaos, Hawthorn led by at 
least six goals at every break but Ablett 
kept Geelong in the contest.

His leap above the ruckmen at 
a boundary throw-in and quickfire 
snapshot from the forward pocket will be 
replayed for many years to come.

The man dubbed “God” by adoring Cats 
fans kicked nine goals to break Brereton’s 
post-war grand final record and claimed 
the Norm Smith Medal for being judged 

the best player on the field — one of only 
four instances when the medal has been 
won by a player on the losing side.

Three of Ablett’s majors came in the 
final stanza as Geelong piled on 8.5 to 
close to within one kick in the dying 
stages.

But Hawthorn held on to 
snare back-to-back flags for 
the first time in club history 
and a fourth premiership in 
a remarkable run of seven 
consecutive grand finals 
from 1983 to 1989.

DiPierdomenico was 
taken by ambulance 
to hospital. He had a 
punctured lung and took 

several days to recover.
The last grand final under the old VFL 

moniker was the end of an era, in more 
ways than one, before the competition 
adopted the Australian Football League 
brand in 1990.

“It was the last of the seriously brutal 
games of football I’ve seen,” Geelong 
coach Malcolm Blight recalled years later.

Few would dare argue with Blight, an 
Australian Football Hall of Fame legend, 
who endured more heartache as coach of 
the Cats in two more grand final defeats 
before moving on. — AAP

Brutality set ’89 decider apart

‘ Whether it was 
in the grand final 
or the next time we 
played Hawthorn, 
I was hell-bent on 
squaring up. ’  —Geelong hard man 

Mark Yeates

DiPierdomenico was 
taken by ambulance 
to hospital. He had 
a punctured lung 
and took several 
days to recover.   
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 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Wes Anderson, 51; Tim McGraw, 53; Joanna Lumley, 74; Judy Collins, 81.

Happy Birthday:
Keep your life simple and your plans doable. How you structure your 
inances, spending and promises will determine how well you do mentally 
and inancially. Remaining calm regardless of what's going on around you will 
help you make better decisions. Working with what you've got will help you 
control the outcome instead of being at someone else's beck and call. Your 
numbers are 7, 18, 26, 28, 31, 39, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
You'll make a lasting impression. Set up interviews, discuss your plans 
with someone you love or help a cause. You will feel good about what you 
accomplish. A change at home will give you a boost. Romance is on the rise. 
5 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Take it easy, stay out of the way and don't start something you cannot inish. 
An emotional disagreement will leave you unsettled. Concentrate on what 
you have to accomplish instead of the impossible. Avoid emotional spending. 
2 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Catch up, inish what you start and refuse to let anyone interfere with your 
progress. Keep the momentum lowing, and you will reach your target. Make 
physical itness, emotional well-being and personal success your priorities. 
Romance is in the stars. 4 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Jump into the spotlight, and address issues of concern. People will listen and 
rally behind you if you are passionate about the changes that need to take 
place. Interacting with like-minded people will lead to good results and new 
friendships. 3 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Prepare to battle if you share your plans. You'll face opposition that can hold 
you back. Be sure to have your facts straight and a foolproof plan in place 
before you initiate your ideas. A physical outlet will ease stress. 3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Look at all sides of a situation before you make a decision. Take an intelligent 
approach when dealing with others, and it will help you avoid an unnecessary 
argument. Rely on intuition and your ability to ind out the truth. 3 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Find an outlet that will help you relax and bring you joy. It's best to adapt to 
inevitable change and carry on with your chores. Get involved in a cause, 
and it will open up prospects that offer alternatives. 4 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Emotional problems at home will lead to an irreversible change. Keep the 
peace, be rational and offer alternatives. A partnership will lead to a proitable 
option. An open mind and a positive attitude will help you seal a deal. 2 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Venture outside your comfort zone to ind answers. Trust the facts and 
igures when dealing with money or people trying to talk you into something 
questionable. Avoid excessive behavior. Make itness and health priorities. 
Romance is encouraged. 5 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
You may want change, but someone will oppose you every step of the way. 
Do whatever it takes to win over your detractors before you start something 
new. Be upfront, and you will avoid setbacks. 3 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Be careful who you trust with personal information. Keep busy, and 
you'll avoid getting drawn into something you don't want to do. Home 
improvements and self-improvements should be your objectives. Update your 
image or your living space, and it will lift your spirits. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Greater involvement in a cause or organization will give you the boost you 
need to explore new options and territory. The connections you make will 
encourage you to rethink your choices and to walk away from negative 
inluences. 3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are impulsive, outgoing and emotional. You are smart and persevering.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOlUTiOn in nexT pUblicATiOn.



FOOTBALL by Rob Harris, AP

MANCHESTER — All players from 
overseas seeking to join English Premier 
League football clubs are set to be 
subject to points-based criteria for work 
permits after Britain’s departure from the 
European Union (EU) is complete.

Currently, only players from outside of 
the European single market have to meet 
certain football-specific immigration 
requirements. But new regulations are 
required because clubs will no longer 
have the unrestricted ability to sign 
players from the Continent after the 
transition period for Britain’s divorce 
from the EU.

The English Football Association 
disclosed in its annual financial report 

this week plans for a points-based 
system for the Premier League, which 
had wanted a way of maintaining the 
status quo.

The Football Association (FA) and 
Premier League have yet to agree on the 
specifics of the number of homegrown 
players in the 25-man squads, with eight 
currently required.

The new points system will expand 
the assessment for work permits for 
non-European players, so taking into 
consideration the number of international 
appearances by players, the FIFA ranking 
of their country, the transfer fee, and 
salary to establish the need of the club to 
sign them.

The FA said it was “proactively trying 
to mitigate and leverage” the “risks and 

opportunities” presented by Brexit. 
“This has a potential negative impact 

on the number of European players 
entering the English game, which could 
result in a devaluation of the domestic 
rights of English competitions but 
could be an opportunity for the English 
players in the Premier League but also 
other leagues from the English Football 
League to the Women’s Super League,” 
the FA said in its strategic report. 

Given its role in overseeing the 
national teams, the FA also wanted to 
maximise the opportunities for English 
talent to play in the Premier League.

Britain officially left the 27-nation EU 
on January 31, but remains within its 
economic and regulatory orbit until the 
end of the year.

Points-based criteria likely

FOOTBALL by Rob Harris, AP

IT will be hard to quantify just how 
many lives Mikel Arteta saved by 
contracting the coronavirus.

By testing positive on March 12, 
the Arsenal manager helped to ensure 
hundreds of thousands of people — from 
fans to players and support staff — were 
no longer at risk of being infected around 
the following weekend’s English Premier 
League football games.

“All the news we had was from China, 
then Italy and then Spain,” Arteta recalled.

“Then you realise, ‘Wow, everybody 
can be exposed here.’”

And yet, the British government had 
been dismissing the danger of sports 
venues significantly spreading the new 
coronavirus, telling sports to carry on as 
usual even as the pandemic escalated. 

It took Arteta’s being stricken with 
Covid-19 and Chelsea player Callum 
Hudson-Odoi’s testing positive on the 
same night, forcing both squads into self-
isolation, to jolt the world’s richest football 
competition into self-imposed exile.

As Arsenal reopened part of their 
training ground for players to run alone 
on Monday and the Premier League 
accelerated planning for Project 
Restart with the government, scrutiny 
has increased into Downing Street’s 
downplaying of the potential for sports 
to exacerbate the outbreak seven weeks 
ago.

By March 11, when the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) declared a 
pandemic, Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
sensed how the decision not to ban 
sports events appeared increasingly out 
of step with other countries, particularly 
Italy.

In a video posted on his Twitter 

account, Johnson reprised his old job as 
a journalist to interview Dr Jenny Harries, 
Britain’s deputy chief medical officer.

“Tell us why so far the medical advice in 
this country is not to do that?” he asked.

“In general,” Harries responded, “those 
sorts of events, big gatherings, are not 
seen to be something which is going to 
have a big effect.”

At the time, only eight deaths from 
fewer than 500 confirmed coronavirus 
cases had been recorded in British 
hospitals. Now the death toll exceeds 
20,000.

On the day Johnson was briefed by his 
medical adviser to allow sports to carry 
on, 60,000 people attended Cheltenham 
horse racing festival and 52,000 
supporters went to Liverpool’s Anfield 
stadium for the visit of Atletico Madrid. 

“We don’t want to disrupt people’s 
lives unduly,” Harries told Johnson, citing 
British scientific modelling hours before 
kick-off in Liverpool.

Spain had already started to prohibit 
mass gatherings, yet 3000 fans from 
its capital were able to fly to northwest 
England for the Champions League 
match.

It would be another five days before 
Johnson announced emergency workers 
would no longer be available for sports 
events and a further week for Britain to go 
into lockdown.

“There was a mistake made in terms of 
the governmental advice permitting these 
events,” said Professor Devi Sridhar, chair 
of global public health at the University of 
Edinburgh.

“Mass gatherings should have been 
shut down much earlier, as well as non-
essential travel. I think those delays in 
those early weeks were quite damaging.”

Former Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt 

was unsettled at the time that Britain 
was not heeding the warnings from Italy, 
where Serie A had been suspended, 
about the measures required to slow the 
spread of the virus.

Steve Rotheram, the mayor of the 
Liverpool City Region, said it would be 
“scandalous” if cases of Covid-19 were 
traced back to the Champions League 
match featuring thousands of Spanish 
fans. Two universities in the city are 
working with the local authority to analyse 
the data, with the government experts not 
being drawn on a link yet.

“It would be very interesting,” Angela 
McLean, the government’s deputy chief 
scientific adviser, said last week, “to see 
in the future, when all the science is done, 
what relationship there is between the 
viruses that have circulated in Liverpool 

and the viruses that have circulated in 
Spain.”

The southwest English region 
of Gloucestershire, which includes 
Cheltenham, has had around double 
the Covid-19 deaths of nearby areas, 
according to Health Service Journal data. 
The horse racing festival reported crowds 
of around 60,000 for each of the four days 
from March 10 to 13. 

Professor Gabriel Scally, a former 
director of public health in the southwest 
of England, said the festival should never 
have been allowed to go ahead. 

Event organisers insist it will be 
impossible to establish a link, but there 
has been unease in Ireland, from where 
tens of thousands of people travelled to 
the most prestigious jumps meeting in 
British horse racing.

“If Cheltenham was being held in 
Ireland,” Ireland Deputy Prime Minister 
Simon Coveney said, “I don’t think it 
would be on.”

The decision to allow sports events 
to restart will be informed by the experts 
who said there was “no rationale” to 
closing them down in the first place.

“The faster you respond, the faster you 
shut down, the faster you get a handle on 
how this virus is spreading and prevent 
large numbers of people getting infected, 
the faster you’re out the other side,” 
Sridhar said.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden 
said on Monday that he was working 
with the Premier League “with a view to 
getting football up and running as soon 
as possible”, with teams yet to play up 
to 10 games of the 38-fixture season. 
The league is planning on mass testing 
of the hundreds who will still be required 
at matches, which will be held without 
spectators.

An element of normality returned to 
British sport on Monday, with a news 
conference staged by Premier League 
club Watford even as the government 
maintained extreme social distancing 
by having reporters video-calling into 
Downing Street briefings.

“I feel uncomfortable at this stage, 
even talking about football as a narrative, 
because there are people dying every 
day, there are stresses on the NHS 
(National Health Service) and that has to 
be our priority,” Watford chief executive 
Scott Duxbury said.

“Do I want to resume football? 
Absolutely. So when it is safe and the 
government says it is absolutely fine for 
players and all the support staff that follow 
football to return, then I am 100 percent 
behind that.”

Positive tests helped save lives

HIS ILLNESS HELPED OTHERS: By testing positive to Covid-19, 
Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta helped to ensure hundreds of 
thousands of people were no longer at risk of being infected around 
the following weekend’s English Premier League football. AP picture

FOOTBALL by Graham Dunbar, AP

GENEVA — The first trial in Switzerland’s 
five-year investigation of corruption 
in football ended this week without a 
judgement, seemingly beaten by the 
coronavirus pandemic and an expiring 
statute of limitations.

The decision by the Swiss federal 
criminal court had become inevitable. The 
trial of four officials related to the 2006 
World Cup opened on March 9 but was 
then suspended because of limitations on 
the court during the coronavirus outbreak.

The suspension was extended last week, 

pushing the prosecution beyond an April 27 
deadline to resolve the case.

Criminal proceedings, including action 
against German great Franz Beckenbauer, 
were announced more than three and a half 
years ago but ultimately came to court too 
late. The court said in a statement it was 
circumstances and “not procedural errors” 
that caused the case to be closed.

German members of the 2006 World Cup 
organising committee, Theo Zwanziger and 
Horst Schmidt, plus former FIFA secretary-
general Urs Linsi, were charged with fraud.

A third German official, Wolfgang 
Niersbach, was charged with being 

complicit in fraud in an alleged collective 
attempt to mislead a 2006 World Cup 
oversight panel in Germany.

Beckenbauer was not indicted for health 
reasons but was listed as a witness by 
video link to the court near Switzerland’s 
border with virus-hit northern Italy.

The case involved a 6.7-million-euro 
($NZ11.95m) payment 15 years ago that 
passed from Beckenbauer by wayt of a 
FIFA account to Qatari football powerbroker 
Mohamed bin Hammam.

Prosecutors acknowledged when 
announcing the indictment last August the 
true purpose of the money was unclear.

Proceedings come to court too late

FOOTBALL

LEEDS — Former England defender 
Trevor Cherry has died at the age of 72, 
his former club Leeds have announced.

Cherry who also later played for and 
managed Bradford, earned 27 caps for 
England and captained the national side in 
his penultimate appearance.

“Leeds United are shocked and deeply 
saddened by the news that club legend 
Trevor Cherry has passed away suddenly 
and unexpectedly at the age of 72,” Leeds 
said in a statement.

Cherry’s death comes less than two 
weeks after the death of former Leeds 
teammate Norman Hunter.

Born in Huddersfield, Cherry came 

through the ranks with his hometown club 
but moved to Elland Road for £100,000 in 
1972 after Town were relegated from the 
First Division.

Part of the Leeds squad that won the 
title in 1973-74, Cherry helped them to the 
European Cup final in 1975 and took the 
captain’s armband in 1976, the same year 
that he made his England debut. — PA

Former Leeds defender Cherry dies
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1609Junior crossword

Across

1. The spine (8)
6. A large jungle cat (4)
7. A long-eared animal (6)
9. Finished (5)
11. A ship’s load (5)
12. Thoughts (5)
13. Go and get (5)
16. Help (6)
18. Smoke and lames (4)
19. These are worn over the 
ears (8)

Down

1. Ballet dancer (9)
2. A larger group of people (5)
3. Belonging to us (4)
4. Hug (7)
5. Something you might do on 
snow (3)
8. With no teeth (9)
10. Study closely (7)
14. Robber (5)
15. A light in the night sky (4)
17. Unhappy (3)

Previous solution

6. Tinkerbell, 8. Often, 10. Sauna, 13. Grasshopper, 
14. Tokyo, 17. Mends, 19. Exercising. 

1. Lift, 2. Skin, 3. Arms, 4. Menu, 5. Albatross, 7. Forgotten, 
9. Essay, 11. Apple, 12. Shy, 15. Knee, 16. Ouch, 17. Mess, 
18. None.



by Janie McCauley, AP

CLINT Hurdle began sending his 
daily notes of inspiration more than 10 
years ago, during his days managing the 
Colorado Rockies. They were a simple, 
small way of checking in with his staff to 
discuss leadership ideas, to offer support.

The dozen colleagues would share 
something good from the week. Something 
tough, too.

“One up and one down,” he said.
Hurdle never planned to be an important 

voice to friends and acquaintances near 
and far amid a global pandemic. Yet what 
used to be informal group text messages 
have turned into much more — every 
morning, his Daily Encouragement emails 
go out to some 5000 eager recipients.

The messages vary, but they’re always 
upbeat. 

He might borrow a line from the website 
The Daily Coach: “The time is now to live 
more strategically and courageously while 
engaging in work that is filled with impact 
and meaning”. He might offer a list of his 
week’s resolutions, including, “Offer loving-
kindness to my inner critic”.

Or, he might tell his readers that no email 
will be coming on Sunday: “Call someone 
you love”.

His audience ranges from sports stars to 
blue-collar workers.

“I’ve developed a few relationships that I 
didn’t have before; I’ve got to know people 
in all different walks of life,” Hurdle said 
during a call last week.

The concept began to grow early in the 
2009 season. Two years after guiding the 

Rockies into baseball’s World Series, he 
was fired in late May.

Soon after, Hurdle was on a rare spring 
vacation when a Rockies staffer reached 
out. She told Hurdle his words of wisdom 
were sorely missed.

Hurdle’s wife, Karla, asked him about 
filling the void. He took a walk and decided 

he would resume the notes.
People needed them. He needed them.
A major league player for 10 years and 

a manager for 17 more before he was fired 
by the Pittsburgh Pirates last September, 
Hurdle was known throughout baseball 
for his positive approach — with his big 
personality and frame to match.

Now riding out the coronavirus with his 
family at Anna Maria Island on Florida’s 
west coast, the 62-year-old Hurdle reads 
and scours blogs and podcasts for things 
to share. 

At times, he accumulates so much 
material it gets backed up for several 
weeks. There’s a place on his website, 
www.clinthurdle.com, to join the email 
distribution list.

“When the numbers started growing 
more and more, I go, ‘This is crazy’,” he 
said. But, “Nobody’s emailed us back and 
said, ‘This is ludicrous’.”

The emails have become so popular 
Hurdle found a web manager to help. He 
personally responds to each message, 
although sometimes he has to tell his 
subscribers that this isn’t a platform to chat 
with a baseball manager.

One woman recently wrote to say his 
message was spot on for her. Hurdle calls 
those “God-winks”.

Hurdle is a recovering alcoholic — “21 
years,” he notes — and was divorced 
before finding love again. He has lost high-
profile jobs.

By his own admission, he’s “such a 
flawed guy”.

“I’ve travelled the dirt road,” he said.
“There have been times I’ve been 

fortunate there’s been somebody there.
“There’s been an encourager, a hope 

broker, an arm lifter, whatever you want to 
call them. That’s all that I’ve tried to make 
happen with this daily email.”

And each time, Hurdle provides a 
reminder as he closes:

“Make a difference today. Love, Clint.”

Daily message an inspiration

MORALE BOOSTER: In this September 2019 file photo, Pittsburgh Pirates manager 
Clint Hurdle sits in the dugout before a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners 
in Pittsburgh. Hurdle never planned to be such an important voice to friends and 
acquaintances near and far amid a global pandemic. What used to be group text 
messages have turned into much more — every morning, his Daily Encouragement 
emails go out to some 5000 eager recipients. AP picture
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide showers 9 16
Amsterdam showers 5 13
Bangkok rain 27 33
Beijing fine 17 34
Berlin cloudy 7 17
Brisbane fine 14 24
Buenos Aires cloudy 13 21
Cairo fine 19 32
Canberra showers 3 7
Cape Town cloudy 14 23
Delhi fine 23 38
Frankfurt showers 9 16
Geneva showers 8 14
Hong Kong showers 23 29
London showers 8 16
Los Angeles fine 17 29
Melbourne showers 8 12
Moscow showers 3 12
New York showers 13 17
Paris drizzle 9 16
Perth fine 10 25
Singapore thunder 25 33
Stockholm rain 5 10
Suva showers 24 29
Sydney fine 11 16
Tokyo fine 13 25
Toronto showers 9 17

Fine. Winds mainly light. Fine. Northerlies. Cloud increasing. Late 

scattered rain. Northerlies, 

strong in exposed places.

Rain with possible heavy 

falls near the ranges, 

scattered falls further E, 

gradually clearing. N, strong 

in exposed places.

TOMORROW SATURDAY SUNDAY
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Fine with light 

winds.

Fine. Northwest 

winds.

Cloud increasing, 

late rain. 

Northerlies 

strengthening.

1991 –  A tornado crossed the 

town of Pukehina, Bay of Plenty 

during the afternoon, damaging 

buildings and trees. Eight houses 

were substantially damaged and one 

small bach completely destroyed. A 

small tornado was reported north of 

Rotorua in the afternoon.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

NZ TOMORROW
Auckland � ne 20
Hamilton � ne 19
Tauranga � ne 20
Rotorua � ne 17
Taupo � ne 17
Napier � ne 21
New Plymouth � ne 18
Palmerston North � ne 18
Wellington � ne 17
Christchurch � ne 19
Queenstown � ne 18
Dunedin � ne 19

morning min  7
max  21
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morning min  11
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A front moves over the 

South Island Saturday, 

preceded by strong 

northerlies. The front 

crosses the North Island 

Sunday/Monday while a 

trough crosses the South 

Island followed on Tuesday 

by strong southwesterlies.
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INSPIRATION INSIDEFOOTBALL

RUGBY LEAGUE

“THIS will be the greatest story in 
rugby league when we come to Australia 
and kick your ass.”

Those were the fighting words from 
Warriors chief executive Cameron George 
in an email to Australian Rugby League 
Commission chairman Peter V’landys.

The Warriors have a charter plane 
ready to take off on Sunday, carrying 50 
players and staff to Australia where they 
will be based for months on end as they 
compete in the pandemic-hit NRL.

They are still awaiting Australian 
state and federal approval and sign-off 
from the NRL on some “non-negotiable” 
requests around player support.

George remains hopeful. However, the 
issue of player payments for all clubs 

remains unresolved and he expects the 
Rugby League Players’ Association to 
play a big part in how that unfolds.

George said the intended NRL restart 
date was still locked in for May 28.

Two rounds have already been played. 
The teams will play 18 more, with each 
team playing each other once. Five 
additional games will then be played.

George heaped praise on the NRL’s 
planning and ambitious attitude, telling 
Newstalk ZB’s Mike Hosking that league 
had been given a massive opportunity as 
the only sport on TV for a period of time.

He said no chief executive running any 
organisation in the world was asking 50 
of his employees to relocate to another 
country without family support and 
without knowing what they would be 
paid or when they were coming back.

“I feel like our club is being asked to do 
something no one in the world is doing 
anywhere. It is a massive sacrifice and 
we are a family-orientated club.

“But how good . . . I signed off on an 
email to Peter V’landys the other day 
and said this will be the greatest story in 
rugby league when we come to Australia 
and kick your ass.

“I feel like this has galvanised the 
mindset of a lot of people in our club. It’s 
different and maybe that’s what we need. 
For 25 years the normal approach hasn’t 
been great success for us.

“I was saying to Steve Kearney and our 
playing group, take this opportunity, seize 
it, and do something no one thinks we 
can do. Let’s go with the best attitude.

“I’ve got to give credit to our players. 
Their mindset through all of this has 

been all about our club, fans and getting 
a result.”

George told NZME there had been a 
massive amount of paperwork to deal 
with.

He had held a non-negotiable position 
on support for players’ families in New 
Zealand, asking the NRL to come to the 
party financially. For instance, some 
partners might need child-minding help 
to safeguard their own employment.

There were so many issues to deal 
with, including the consequences 
travelling with the team would have on 
medical staff with outside practices.

The initial flight will carry 30 players 
and 18 staff to Australia. Family 
members were not included, because this 
would have made getting approval much 
tougher. — NZ Herald

FIGHTING WORDS

CRICKET

FOUR of New Zealand cricket’s 
modern day stars — Kane 
Williamson, Sophie Devine, Suzie 
Bates and Ross Taylor were in 
the limelight today as the white-
ball honours for the 2019-20 
season were handed out during 
a live New Zealand Cricket 
YouTube presentation of the New 
Zealand Cricket Awards.

Devine and Taylor were 
named the women’s and men’s 
International Twentyt20 Players 
of the Year respectively, while 
Williamson and Bates were both 
rewarded for consistency with 
the bat as they claimed the One-
day International Player of the 
Year awards.

Williamson’s recognition 
followed a spectacular campaign 
at the 2019 ICC Cricket World 
Cup. His 578 runs, at an average 
of 82, included two centuries and 
culminated in his being named 
player of the tournament.

“Kane was simply exceptional 
at the ICC Cricket World Cup 
last year,” Black Caps head 
coach Gary Stead said.

“He scored his runs at crucial 
times, in crucial matches and 
he set a tempo throughout the 
tournament that allowed us to 
play some superb cricket.”

Stead also congratulated 
the Black Caps skipper on his 
selection in the International 
Cricket Council ODI Team of 

the Year.
Williamson’s No.3 counterpart 

in the White Ferns is the 
women’s ODI Player of the Year, 
Suzie Bates.

In the White Ferns’ one ODI 
series against South Africa at 
home last summer, Bates scored 
142 runs at an average of 42.

“Suzie has been a world class 
performer for many years,” 
White Ferns head coach Bob 
Carter said.

Bates scored two half-
centuries in the three-match 
series against South Africa, 
reinforcing her reputation as 
one of the best ODI players in 

the world.
“She paces an ODI innings 

really well and has the ability to 
read fields and pre-empt what 
opposition captains are trying 
to do and how they are looking 
to contain or restrict her game, 
Carter said.

Meanwhile, it was the 
continuation of a blockbuster 
T20 summer for White Ferns 
captain Sophie Devine.

The women’s International 
T20 Player of the Year scored 
her maiden T20 century while 
also becoming the first player, 
male or female, to reach 50 in 
five, and then six, consecutive 

T20 internationals.
Devine scored 429 runs at an 

average of 71 and at a strike-
rate of 132.

“Sophie’s ability with the ball 
in T20 cricket goes under the 
radar at times,” Carter said.

“She will often step up 
and bowl the hard overs and 
uses changes of pace to her 
advantage. 

“She is a top quality all-
rounder and an exceptional T20 
talent.”

The men’s International T20 
Player of the Year, Ross Taylor, 
scored 330 T20 runs with a 
strike-rate of 130.

“He has the ability to sum up 
batting conditions quickly and 
accurately in a variety of venues 
and countries,” Black Caps coach 
Gary Stead said.

“This is a skill which serves 
the team well and helps us 
adapt plans quickly in the 
shortest form of the game.”

Tomorrow is the fourth 
and final day of the New 
Zealand Cricket Awards. The 
International Test Player of the 
Year, the New Zealand Umpire 
of the Year and the recipient 
of the supreme award, the Sir 
Richard Hadlee Medal, will be 
announced.

Four New Zealand stars honoured

KANE WILLIAMSON SOPHIE DEVINE SUZIE BATES ROSS TAYLOR
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