2 YOUR WEDDING GUIDE

Planning the big
day just got easier

Welcome to your wedding guide.
This year’s guide is packed with
inspiration and useful advice to help you
plan your special day, from deciding on
the theme to the all-important details like
hair, makeup and cake. We talk to two
couples about their weddings and there
are plenty of creative ideas to help make
your wedding an unforgettable event.

Juve.

Whatʼs
inside

3

5

6

7

9

11

3

The Gisborne Herald • Friday, September 4, 2020

SAVE THE DATE

Once you have decided on the date, the
next step is to let people know.
If your wedding day is a year or more away,
many couples opt to send out a save-the-date
email, card or something that can be stuck on
the fridge at their guests’ homes as a holding
space while the invitations are being planned,
printed and sent out closer to the wedding.
Designing and creating your own
invitations can add an extra personal touch
to the event. Find ideas you like and let them
reflect your personality and style.
The good news is that wedding invitation
etiquette rules aren’t that complicated.
The rules are much simpler and more
straightforward than you may think. And no
matter the case, they’re there to serve as a
guideline.
The first line of the wedding invitation is
where you list who is hosting the wedding
(aka who is paying for the wedding).
Traditionally, this was the bride’s parents,
so listing their names on the host line was a
way of acknowledging that generosity.
These days, however, more and more
couples are paying for the wedding
themselves (in this case, you can omit the
host line entirely) or receiving financial
contributions from parents on both sides —
and you can list all parents’ names or opt for
something simpler like, “Together with their
parents” or “Together with their families”.

CHooSing your wEDDing
pArTy

THE AnATomy of
An inViTATion

Monogram + symbol — this element
symbolises the union and uses the initials of
the couple’s first names
Who’s hosting — whoever is hosting the
wedding is mentioned first
The request to come to the wedding
The names of the bride and groom —
the bride’s name typically goes before the
groom’s.
The date and time
The location
Reception information
Dress code
Separate RSVP card

Hair by Gayb Kirkpatrick

Ring by Tony Field Jewellers

ringS

The exchanging of rings is a moving
and poignant moment of every wedding
ceremony and is followed by signing the
register which makes the marriage official.
The rings you choose reflect your style and
taste and have huge sentimental value.
Tony Field Jewellers in Gisborne is known
for bespoke, handmade pieces and couples
can consult with him to decide on both the
engagement and wedding rings and also
other jewellery which might be worn on the
day.
There is a tradition for a bride to wear
something new, something old, something
borrowed and something blue and it might
be that a bride chooses her wedding as a time
to have a special piece of jewellery made like
a necklace or earrings which can be handed
down through the generations.

Your invitations and stationery
set the tone for your wedding.
Take the time to select your favourite colour,
type style and personalised graphics
and let us help make your wedding day special.

PRINT & COPY
PO Box 945, Gisborne 4010, cnr Kahutia & Peel Streets, Gisborne
P: 06 868 8015 F: 06 868 4618 E: info@terau.co.nz www.terau.co.nz
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They’re your support group, your A-team,
your wedding day front line. Sometimes
picking your wedding party can be like
strolling through a minefield.
Choosing who will stand up with you on
one of the most important days of your life
may seem daunting, but don’t worry, it’s not
as tough as it seems.
Here are some tips to make the process
easier . . .
• Consider the size of your wedding
The average wedding party is roughly five
on each side but you can have as many or as
few as you like — there are no hard and fast
rules.
If there are a lot of people you want to
include in your wedding party but can’t, give
them other roles, like usher, ceremony reader
or candle-lighter. Nowadays it’s OK to mix it
up. Women can be groomsmen and men can
be bridesmaids.
• Set honest expectations
Think about what sort of role you want
your wedding party to play. It is common for

them to help plan the hen party and stag do
and to make sure your day runs as smoothly
as possible. Choose people you know will
help reduce the stress on the day, not add to
it.
The maid/matron of honour is generally
the bride’s right-hand woman before and
on the day of the wedding. Her main duties
include planning the bridal shower and
helping the bride select her gown and address
invitations. The bridesmaids assist the maid/
matron of honour and bride. Typically all pay
for their own dresses and travel expenses.
If there aren’t any children either of you
feel particularly close to, you don’t need a
flower girl and/or ring bearer. And if you
have many children you want to include, feel
free. Have three little flower girls instead of
one and give them each their own basket of
flower petals (boys might enjoy throwing
flower petals too). Or have your two little
ones walk down the aisle as pages.
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THE VOWS

WEDDING THEME

Wedding vows are a big deal. ˜ is is the
moment in your ceremony when you can
really speak to your partener and share what’s
in your heart, and there are lots of ways to go
about that. You can choose from the classic
vows or your can choose to write your own
vows, making them as unique as you are. If
you are planning a registry-style ceremony
you can now book it easily online. ˜ e
marriage services website has a list of validated
celebrants across New Zealand so you can find
the celebrant who is perfect for you.

Picking out wedding themes can be one of
the hardest choices that the betrothed is faced
with. With so many themes to choose from,
try to find one that reflects your personalities.
Do you want to go the romantic route, or
keep things fresh and modern?
Once you pinpoint the theme of your
dreams, you can officially move forward with
the rest of your wedding plans.
Here are some popular themes for you to
consider — romantic, rustic or country theme
with earthy tones, vintage, modern, alternative,
garden party, eco-friendly, whimsical,
bohemian, formal traditional and opulent.
First you must agree on the feel you want
for your wedding — is it to be sophisticated
or casual?
Once you’ve decided on the theme, you
can choose the invitations, save-the-date and
thank-you cards which encompass this theme
and give it a nice sense of continuity.

CREATING THE LOOK AND
FEEL OF YOUR DAY

MacPherson Marquees

O+W
Sarah@oliverandwolfe.com
Phone 021 1039 453

HIRE STUNNING PLANTED CONTAINERS
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

The venue you choose sets the tone for your
wedding and this is something you need to
consider when you are deciding on a theme.
We are spoilt for choice in Gisborne in
terms of beautiful locations.
You might decide on a vineyard wedding or
a marquee in the garden. Use your wedding
venue as the springboard for inspiration and
take into consideration the surrounds.
Check the season for the flowers you
want, to make sure they will be in bloom and
plentiful for bouquets and table settings and
to enhance your venue.
Putting thought into these finer details can
add touches of elegance to your big day.
Once you’ve decided on the theme and
venue, you need to decide on the food. Do
you want a sit-down meal or finger food, a
spit roast or grazing tables?
The venue may be able to provide catering
but there are plenty of off-site caterers who
can bring your meal or canapés direct to your
venue.

MAKING IT EASY FOR GUESTS

Make it as easy as possible for guests to
RSVP so you know the exact numbers for
catering purposes and seating.
Provide an email address, a prepaid
envelope or a cellphone number — whatever
works best for you.
Make it clear whether children are invited
or allowed and whether single invitees can
bring a partner or plus 1.
Include directions and a small map,
especially if the venue is hard to find or
people are travelling from overseas and are not
familiar with the city.
If there is going to be a significant gap
between the service and the reception it also
pays to let people know so they can plan
ahead.

FOR AN EXCEPTIONAL
BESPOKE WEDDING,
BOOK YOUR
CEREMONY AND
RECEPTION AT
EASTWOODHILL

Ph: 06 863 9003
www.eastwoodhill.org.nz
34333-01

34331-01
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the groom

Here are a few basic tailoring rules:
• The jacket sleeve hem should fall at the
wristbone with about one-fourth to one
half-inch (about 1cm) of the shirt cuff
showing below.
• The bottom hem of the jacket should cover
the butt and the vent shouldn’t pull open. If
it does, that means it’s too tight.
• The collar should lay flat on the back
and sides of the neck without any gaps or
bulges.
• Now that everyone is matching and
co-ordinated, it’s time to pick your extras.
Your accessories should set you apart — it’s
all in the details from cufflinks to socks to
the flowers in your buttonholes.
• Whatever attire you choose, look for
quality and a well-fitted garment. The most
important thing is that you look sharp but
feel comfortable on such a special day.

casual it might be the case of finding a
smart pair of shorts and a cool shirt. If it’s
a formal dress code they can start shopping
for a new suit or get one dry-cleaned ahead
of the day.

thank-you cards

It’s a nice touch when the thank-you
cards tie in with the invitations in terms of
style and look.
Another option is incorporating some
of the photos of the day and having
them printed after the wedding. To
add a personal touch, leave room for a
handwritten note.
Etiquette suggests that your cards or
letters should be sent out within a month
of the wedding.

Colliers Menswear

Colliers Menswear

the dress code

Make sure you include the dress code on
the invitation as people need time to plan
what they will wear.
People like to know how smart or formal
the occasion might be so they can select the
perfect outfit.
It it’s a beach wedding, the ladies might
go for a pretty summer dress and sandals
but a formal wedding will require a bit more
thought and effort.
Whether it is smart casual, dress to impress
or a themed dress code, it sets the tone of
the day and gives people time to think about
and plan what they will wear. For ladies this
means time to find that perfect dress and
shoes, bag and jewellery and for men, if it’s

Photo courtesy Vanmeer Suit Hire

The age-old groom’s attire dilemma:
Should you stick with a wedding suit or go all
out with a tuxedo?
If you’re not sure, a good rule of thumb is
to follow your partner’s lead. It’s important
that your suit selection goes with what the
bride is wearing and that the groomsmen
wear something that ties in with the
bridesmaids so the wedding party has a
cohesive style and look.
Your suit or tuxedo should fit with the
formality of the day.
If your fiancée has chosen a formal gown,
then match their look with a tux. As a couple,
it’s up to you to set the vibe you want for your
wedding.
Here are some of the differences to
consider when it comes to choosing a suit
versus a tux:
• There are different types of suit — casual,
versatile and trendy.
Suits are typically made from one fabric
and can be dressed up or down with a
plethora of accessories. Get creative with a
collared shirt, vest, belt, patterned tie, and
matching socks and you’ll look sharp when
you step down that aisle.
Suits are available in two-piece or threepiece styles, and are perfect for a wedding
that’s slightly more casual or taking place
early in the day.
• If the bride is going for a super-glam
ballgown, then you may want a classic black
tuxedo. Lace gowns look great paired with a
tailored tan suit and a streamlined chic gown
pairs well with a slim-cut grey suit.
• To rent or to buy. That is the question.
Tuxedos are typically rented rather than
purchased.
Renting is more affordable. Buying a
high-quality suit can cost several hundred
dollars, while renting your wedding-day attire
significantly slashes the price tag.
Another advantage to renting is that your
groomsmen will match. Pro tip: No two white
shirts are the same. Renting identical suits or
tuxes and accessories ensures that all of your
groomsmen will be perfectly co-ordinated —
no slightly-off colours or noticeably different
shoes making a cameo in your wedding
photos.
Traditionally, the groomsmen wear attire
that is the same as or similar to that of the
groom, but it’s up to you.
Even if the men in your wedding aren’t
wearing the exact same suit or tuxedo, it’s
important their outfits match in style and feel
with yours.
• Opt for a tuxedo if your wedding is a
formal or black-tie evening affair, and stick
with a suit for a more casual or daytime event.
That said, there’s no hard and fast rule so

if you just want to feel fancy go ahead and
strut that tux no matter what type of wedding
you’re having.
The key to looking sharp is dressing for
your body type.
Colliers Menswear owner Phil Collier says
most future grooms tell him they will just
wear what their partner tells them.
With this in mind, Phil and staff member
Bryan Johnson talk to the couple separately
but it always ends up that “as long as the
bride’s happy, we’re all happy”.
“The guys just go with the flow really.”
Colliers Menswear has been in the
wedding suit and menswear business for more
than 50 years and they really know their stuff.
Phil says it’s important to get measured in
the shop. If the groom is hiring a suit, allow
three days for them to be delivered from
Palmerston North.
Customers can check out the suits on the
wesbite www.thehussif.co.nz to see the styles
and colours available.

QUALITY SUIT HIRE & SALES

110 Gladstone Road – Ph 867 3447
colliersmenswear@gmail.com
www.thehussif.co.nz

From a formal church wedding to relaxed
garden or beach wedding, we have it covered.
A well-fitted suit is always more flattering
– no matter what your shape, our suits are
professionally altered for the best fit. Choose
from traditional black or follow the trend of
slimmer more tailored garments in light grey
or charcoal. Accessorise from our extensive
collection of shirts, waistcoats, ties, cufflinks,
shoes, belts and custom-made ties.

HVM Suit Hire & Colliers Menswear an unbeatable combination.
Colliers quality, service and care!
34055-01

34344-01
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Finding The dress

With so many styles and dresses to choose
from, finding the perfect wedding gown can
be a stressful proposition.
It’s probably going to be the most expensive
garment many women will ever own, which
adds more pressure to making sure you get it
right.
Start by trying to describe the look you
want and find pictures in magazines and
online of the dresses you like. Do you want
classic, vintage, romantic or glamorous? Try to
narrow it down before your first appointment.
Your dress sets the tone for the wedding as
a whole, whether it’s a grand ballroom affair or
a more relaxed occasion.
It may feel like there’s a whole new
language to decode — fit and flare, tulle,
A-line, organza, sheath.
Plus, more brides that ever are going for
multiple dresses — think Meghan Markle
with her formal dress for the wedding
ceremony and her glamorous, sassy gown with
a halter neck for the reception.
All eyes are on you and you want to look
and feel your absolute best. This is your day
to shine and feel like the princess in your own
fairytale.
Do your research and decide what look you
are going for, whether it be the regal ballgown
of a princess or a sexy sheath that shows off
your curves. Find inspiration in magazines and
movies and have fun.
Try to find something that suits your shape
and colouring — ask for honest advice from
your bridesmaids and don’t get sold something
you are not 100 percent happy with.
Allow anything from four to eight months
to get a dress made and then allow time for
alterations. Even if you plan on losing weight
before the big day, shop for dresses in your
current size rather than going smaller.
It’s much easier to take a dress in than
trying to work with one that is too snug.
There are also vintage and second-hand
options so it doesn’t have to cost the earth.
As sustainable fashion becomes more
popular, many brides are making ecoconscious choices. Be creative and enjoy the
process of finding your dream design.
Create a look and style that reflects who
are and try not to be overly influenced by
other people’s opinions. The same goes for the
bridesmaids’ dresses. They do not have to be
matching colours or styles anymore and many
brides opt for a dress their bridesmaids will
wear again.

Wedding-ready hair

Your Wedding Day hair is your crowning
glory so you should start planning well in
advance.
There are some beautiful trends this coming
wedding season. Are you thinking about a
sophisticated chignon, a bohemian textured
braid to one side or a beachy waved halfup top knot? Your bridal hair should be in
keeping with the overall theme of your big
day, the style of your dress and of course, a
style that feels like you.
Gayb Kirkpatrick from Gayb Kirkpatrick
Hairdressers in Gisborne gives some tips on
achieving wedding-ready hair.
Top Trends this upcoming season are:
• Gorgeous glamour waves
• Pony tails, whether it’s sleek and
sophisticated or voluminous with loads of
texture
• Chignons can be either clean and classic or
soft and textured
• Soft flowing bohemian, with a huge range
of textured pulled out braids. This style
looks great either all up, half up or down
with a soft dried flower crown
• Accessories! Big, bold embellished

there are ways you can keep your flower costs
relatively low and maximise your money.
One way is to mix expensive flowers
with inexpensive ones. You can bulk out an
arrangement using greenery and filler and
reuse ceremony backdrops at the reception
or transform bridesmaid bouquets into
centrepieces.
You don’t have to cover every surface at
Get in touch with your hair stylist well
your reception with flowers. Instead, think
before the big day, that way you both can
make a plan of attack. There are a lot of things quality versus quantity and set a few statement
to consider before you have your trial with her. centrepieces in key areas to create those “wow”
moments.
Things to consider when first talking to
Many florists are also foraging their
your stylist:
-Your cut and colour. Do you have enough own decorative accents, like autumnal
branches, wildflowers and vines to give
hair or do you need extensions to help
their arrangements a garden-inspired and
lengthen or add bulk? Are you happy with
environmentally friendly feel.
your current colour? Sometimes colour also
Once reserved for vintage and rustic
effects how you see the texture in a certain
wedding styles, dried flowers are gaining
style. Remember to look after you locks with
traction when it comes to bohemian,
professional haircare so your wedding style
minimalistic and even classic aesthetics. Dried
is looking healthy and shiny when you are
lavender, baby’s breath, and daisies are just a
walking down the aisle. Dry unhealthy hair
few options you can use to dress up your floral
is very obvious and takes away from your
crowning glory. It is good to book your trial a arrangements.
few weeks out from your big day, and schedule
your colour touch up and trim to keep those
ends looking lush. Remember the week
before your wedding is usually quite busy.
Bridesmaids should make sure they have their
cuts and colours booked in with their stylist
too.
Are you having accessories and/or a veil?
Discuss with your stylist the ways these can be
attached.
If you are having flowers or foliage in your
hair, you need to check with your florist that
certain things are in season or how they can
be attached.
Have a few pictures ready of styles that you
like. Send them through to your stylist as you
find them.
A trial is great 2-4 weeks out from your
wedding day. This appointment is a great
chance for you to get to know your stylist
and just as important for your stylist to get to
know you as well as your hair.
This day is a great opportunity to see how
you want to wear you accessories and how
they are to be attached, especially veils. Having
these positioned higher on the head or lower
changes the look quite a bit.
A plan of attack is good to think of for if
the weather turns crazy on the day. Sometimes
no matter how much product or pins are
applied, the weather wins. That’s why talking
about the “what if’s” is good. For example if its
raining and you were going for a soft up do,
you may have to make this a bit more tighter
or sleek.
Different stylists have different ideas on the
topic of when the wedding party should wash
their hair. The most popular is the day before.
But just make sure to do two shampoos, so
shampoo, rinse, shampoo, rinse, and use only
a tiny amount of conditioner just on the midlengths to ends.
headbands, beautiful jewelled and pearled
pins, hair vines are beautiful and whimsical
in a variety of different styles, and hair
bouquets. Either in a green foliage
flower crown or big bold blooms placed
accordingly on the head. Ribbons and bows
are big on the catwalk also.

The FloWers

Do you prefer a constant stream of soft
greenery and airy, ethereal arrangements? Or
do you want vibrancy and colour complete
with big, bold details?
Let the flowers you choose reflect your
personality. They will add colour and romance
to the day.
Try to use seasonal and locally sourced
flowers if possible.
Wear them in your hair, hold them in your
hands and have bouquets placed throughout
the venue and on the wedding tables.
If you have an artistic family or creative
friends you may like to do the wedding
flowers yourself. But employing a talented
florist is well worth the investment.
Though wedding flowers can be expensive,

Juve
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Every bride wants to shine on her special
day and for many, that means wearing flawless
makeup artfully applied by a professional.
When you are going to the effort of
covering the little details — like colour coding
invitations or matching flowers with tablecloth
trimmings — it makes sense you take some
time to carefully consider your makeup for the
big day.
You will want to look timeless, elegant and
photo-ready so leave the trends for another
day.
Opt for waterproof or long-lasting mascara
and eyeliners because of tears, sweat and rain.
Never neglect the eyebrows — the power of
a good brow is the foundation to your facial
feature framing.
Once your makeup is picture perfect, make
sure it stays that way by using a setting spray
to lock in your look.
Having your makeup done with your
nearest and dearest adds to the build-up and

excitement of the event.
Ask one of your bridesmaids to
keep hold of your lipstick for regular
touch-ups throughout the day. It is also
handy to have a can of hairspray in
case hair needs re-arranging or fixing
for photos.
Nails are important as they feature
in a lot of the pictures as the rings are
photographed. Grooms and brides will
want their nails to be clean and tidy
and perhaps painted a colour you love.
Go with your future husband and
bridesmaids for a manicure or pedicure
before the day. This can be a nice
bonding time for the wedding party
and a relaxing treat. You won’t regret it.

Skin and beauty
ritualS

The wedding celebration is a perfect
time to start focusing on your skin and
beauty rituals.
Skin will look best when you are
sleeping, exercising and eating well,
so create daily habits by getting eight
hours of sleep, at least thirty minutes
of movement and increasing your fruit,
vegetable and water intake.
A silk pillowcase will reduce friction,
which creates facial lines and frizzy

Hair by Gayb Kirkpatrick

Hair by Gayb Kirkpatrick

hair, so this is a small investment over
a long period.
Find a great skin therapist to guide
you on treatments specifically suited to
your requirements.
Concerns include pigmentation,
redness, acne, rosacea, scarring and
lines.
A skin rejuvenation programme can
transform your skin to radiant, healthy
and beautiful, ensuring the perfect
canvas for makeup on the big day.
Microblading and tinting are two
popular options in eyebrow care. Also,
eyelash-growth serums at least three
months before your special event
enables an eyelash lift and tint without
relying on lash extensions.
Teeth whitening adds sparkle to your
pearly whites for a photo-ready smile.
Then the rest is pretty simple. A
gel manicure and pedicure for longlasting colour for the nails, spray-tan, a
great makeup artist and your favourite
hairstylist and you are good to go.
But wait! What about the groom?
He may be in need of some skin, hair,
nail and teeth treatments, so book him
in. It is also the perfect excuse to have
him looking and feeling his very best
for your lifetime commitment.
Tips and tricks courtesy of Juve.
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The wedding cake

There is a movement away from the
traditional flavours of vanilla, fruit and
lemon towards unexpected flavours like
pistachio, pink champagne and lime, which
all add a beautiful flavour and pastel shade
to a simple sponge.
Some new ideas for wedding cakes
include the floral wedding cake, which uses
techniques such as pressing and crystallising
edible flowers to transform your wedding
cake into a blooming, flowering masterpiece.
Hand-painted cakes are becoming popular
which adds a misty, subtle touch of colour
to a traditional white wedding cake. Many
newlyweds are going for naked cakes, ones
which forego a thick layer of icing.
The cake can also double as dessert and
save a bit of money at the caterers.
The cake is usually cut earlier in the
reception and provides an unspoken signal to
guests that it is OK to leave without being
thought of as rude.

BRIDAL HAIR
STYLIST

PhoTograPhing your
sPecial day

ph 027 899 7188

Gayb Kirkpatrick
HAIRDRESSING

34337-01

From a glamorous
marquee to a
rustic woolshed...

It helps to make a list of the “must-have”
shots you want, including any creative ideas
you have thought of.
You might want to get photos of family as
well as the customary shots of the bride and
groom and the wedding cake.
It pays to book your photographer early
as they can be booked a year in advance
and you want to make sure you get a
photographer whose work you admire.

Check out examples of their work
beforehand as there is a large variety of
different wedding photography styles out
there. You’re inviting the photographer into
one of your most intimate events, so it’s vital
that everyone feels at ease.
Find out what you are going to get
from the photographer too. Will there
be a limited number of images? How big
will they be? Does the package include an
album?
You want to ensure your wedding photos
capture the beauty of the day as they will
be enjoyed and remarked upon for years to
come.

The day afTer The
wedding

It is a tradition to have a post-wedding
get-together the day after the big event.
This is usually informal and can be a
BBQ or brunch. It’s a chance to reflect on
the wedding itself and spend a bit more time
with friends and family.
Your actual wedding day can be a bit of a
whirlwind and you may not have had time
to connect with everyone. This relaxed affair
is a great opportunity to spend time with
family and friends who have travelled to be
there or who you don’t get to see very often.
Casually put the word out that there
will be a get-together at a certain time and
location. Just make sure it is an informal
coming-and-going so that it gives everyone
the chance to see you and each other again.

The perfect wedding venue for you
Call The Tata’s Functions Manager on 06 868 4756
to book our venue

34052-01

20 Main Road, Makaraka • Ph 868 6084 • www.gisborneshow.co.nz

34053-01

A&P Showgrounds can make your
special day come true.
Call us today to ﬁnd out more.
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SIMPLE & ELEGANT: (left) Ketura and Kieran
Ruru with their children Omari, Laekyn (front)
and Mateo. (Below) A wedding of timeless
elegance at The Bushmere Arms.

‘Blessed to marry my best friend’
by Kim Parkinson

Ketura married her childhood
sweetheart Kieran Ruru in February
this year — exactly two years after his
romantic proposal where he got down
on one knee and recorded it all on a
GoPro.
“We had gone away to Thornton
Beach near Whakatane to celebrate
our 10 year anniversary and I was
secretly hoping he might ask me,”
she says.
“It was his idea to make a video
of our trip with the proposal coming
right at the end.”
“I’m not a crier but there were a
few tears.”
Ketura describes her hubby as
cheeky but relaxed with an excellent
sense of humour.
“He’s a great dad — very playful
with the kids and he’s a hard worker.”
Having their first baby at 17
meant the couple had to grow up fast
and while there have been ups and
downs along the way, they couldn’t be
happier now, she says.
Since the proposal in 2018 there
has been a surprise pregnancy and
rather than let that faze her, Ketura
took it in her stride and welcomed

Mateo in January this year.
He joins older brothers Laekyn
(aged 7) and Omari (aged 3).
Ketura knew exactly what she
wanted her wedding to be like and
says it had more than lived up to her
expectations.
“I wanted it to be simple and
elegant.”
In a strapless, figure-hugging dress
with her long dark hair tied back in a
low ponytail with soft waves spilling
over her shoulder, she was a picture
of timeless style.
She chose a deep red for her
bridesmaids dresses and tied this in
with her flowers, which she arranged
herself.
“I used artificial flowers and spent
weeks putting them together,” she
says.
The results were striking, with
deep red and white roses and lots of
dusky green foliage.
“Finding the bridesmaids dresses
was hard as I wanted to choose
something they would all feel
comfortable in.”
Ketura decided on simple fulllength dresses with a flattering
v-neck and flowing skirt. Their
hair was done by The Little Hair

Shop and make-up by Queenie-Rae
Donnelly.
Kieran looked sharp in a black
tuxedo with a bow tie and the
groomsmen wore matching black
suits.
The couple married in the garden
at Bushmere Arms with family friend
Colleen Ryan as the celebrant.
“We decided on the ceremony
together with her — we didn’t want
it to be too long and think we got the
length just right.”
After the ceremony the wedding
party had photos in the garden with
the fountain and hedges providing
the ideal romantic background.
“It was good because we didn’t
leave the venue and it meant we
could spend more time mixing and
mingling with our guests, who went
to another section of the garden
while we had the photos taken.”
Ketura says she was happy to spend
a bit more on the photographer and
was very pleased with the package
she got from Oriwia Soutar who also
included an engagement shoot.
With 120 guests they decided on
a buffet dinner and made sure the
DJ would play music that would get
people on to the dance floor. He

didn’t disappoint.
Their wedding song was Perfect
by Ed Sheeran and Beyonce and she
walked down the aisle to The Vow by
Ruth-Anne with its touching lyrics.
A highlight of the day was walking
down the aisle and seeing the
expression on Kieran’s face.
For Kieran it was saying ‘I do’.
Ketura’s excellent organisation
skills and attention to detail meant
the wedding went without a hitch.
She had helped plan her sister
Kasia’s wedding a year earlier, which
was useful when planning her
own and she found the ‘Wedding
Discussion Group- New Zealand’
Facebook page helpful too.
The couple honeymooned in Bali
not long after the wedding and feel

Complete
your perfect
day with the
perfect venue

So much to do at the

Gisborne Cosmopolitan Club
The wedding venue
you’ve been looking for

Enjoy a lakeside stroll and
visit the horse and ducks
on our 25 acre property

Great location very handy to the centre of town.
With not only a bar and catering service available, there is the courtesy van...

34332-01

Don’t forget our Courtesy Van, available
on Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.

Katoa Lodge
425 Taurau Valley Road, Manutuke.
Ph
06 862 8512
Cell 027 486 2852
www.katoacountrylodge.co.nz
34335-01

fortunate they fitted everything in
just before the country imposed
Covid-19 restrictions.
They are happy to have made this
lifelong commitment and says it
brought an added dimension to their
relationship.
While life has gone back to
normal with Kieran doing a roofing
apprenticeship and Ketura back
working at The Little Hair Shop, the
couple still get a thrill from calling
each other husband and wife.
“I feel so blessed to be married to
my best friend and I’m very excited
for our future together.
“I’ll forever be grateful for all our
family, friends and our vendors, for
helping to make our day possible and
absolutely perfect.”
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Magical
memories

by Kim Parkinson

said.
“Johnny is pretty much the opposite to me
Chloe and Johnny Hicks had a casual
and enjoys being a bit more low key. He didn’t
boho-themed wedding at a stunning clifftop
feel comfortable in a suit so wore jeans and a
location at Tidal Waters Loglodge near
white linen shirt.”
Loisels Beach.
Chloe made him a buttonhole of dried
“When we first went to look at the lodge
flowers and he wore a fedora hat.
as a prospective wedding venue, we both fell
“My bridesmaids wore three stunning
in love. It felt like it was meant to be,” Chloe dresses from Leave Her Wilder — a company
says.
owned by two of the most talented wahines
The couple share a love of travel, adventure and friends of mine.”
and the ocean and the relaxed wedding was
Chloe was born in the mountains in
everything they imagined it to be.
Lake Tahoe in Northern California and her
Chloe wore a sheer wedding dress made of family migrated to Gisborne when she was
tassels and said she felt like she’d stepped off a nine years old. The log cabin they chose as
Stevie Nicks film set.
a wedding venue reminded her of the house
“I knew I was going to get married in that
where she grew up. Johnny is Gisborne borndress from the minute I laid eyes on it,” she
and-bred and owns a painting and decorating

e

ing venue!
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Your perfect and affordabl
wedding venue!

100% locally owned and operated
100% locally owned and operated
P. 06 863 3550
346 Palmerston Rd, Gisborne
www.martinspartyhire.co.nz

34054-01
34336-01

Inquire for full details:
halls@gdc.govt.nz
06 867 2049
www.gisbornetheatres.nz

Inquire for fu
Inquire for full details: halls@gd
06
halls@gdc.govt.nz
www.gisbornet
06 867 2049
www.gisbornetheatres.nz
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BOHO-CHIC: Chloe Hicks with bridesmaids Grace, Nicole and Holly.

24 Peel Street, 867 9813
www.wildstemsfl orist.co.nz

60 Gladstone Road,
Gisborne
Ph 867 7409

www.truly.co.nz

34058-01

Mena Dress
by

34057-01

business.
They started dating when they were still
teenagers.
“He was the good-looking surfer boy down
the road and I was just the little American girl
that lived up the street.
“We both surfed at the time so I guess we
kind of got to know each other through that.”
They travelled together for five years and
would spend their summers back in Gisborne
where they would top up their bank accounts
before heading off again to different parts of
the world.
“Johnny is possibly one of the most grounded
people I know.
“He is my absolute rock and I feel incredibly
lucky to be doing life alongside him,” Chloe
says.
It was while on their overseas travels that
Johnny surprised her with a proposal. She had
just arrived back in Bali after spending six
weeks in India.
“I was exhausted and grumpy and just
shutting him down as I wanted to rest.
“Finally we made the decision to go on a
scooter ride to our favourite little secret beach
and jump into the ocean.
“I went out to the scooter and put my helmet
on and Johnny was flustered and ran back to
the villa saying he had forgotten something.
“I waited for about five minutes and was
getting pretty mad so I stormed back to the
villa — sweating with my helmet still on —
swung open the door and there he was on one
knee.
“I don’t even think he asked me to marry
him. We were in a little bubble of pure joy. The
details after that are a bit hard to remember but
it was one of the extremely special moments of
my life.”
They set the wedding date for January 25 and
spent about five months planning for it.
“I’m not much of a planner so we just kind of
winged it.
“I had no real expectation and just thought
that as long as I treated it like a party and didn’t
get too stressed out about the small stuff, then I
should have fun.
“I had three beautiful bridesmaids who I
absolutely treasure. I love my girls with all my
heart and each of them helped me in so many
ways to create such a magical day.”
Chloe said the hardest thing was deciding on
the guest list and the most fun part was getting
the girls to pick out their bridesmaids dresses.
They each wore slip dresses in natural colours.
“It was an informal wedding starting with
a ceremony. One of our mates Mark did the
most amazing job with the food, starting with
canapés of kaimoana the boys had foraged from
the sea the day before.
The main meal was a massive taco buffet
where everyone helped themselves.
The flowers were all done by me and the cake
was a gift from a lovely friend who wanted to
make us one for our wedding present.”
“The wedding day itself seemed to stand still
and zoom by all at once.”
It was one of the best days of her life.
“There is nothing more humbling than
having every person you care about in your life
there to celebrate your love for each other.
Rambo Estrada took our photos and his
partner Elke Mai did our wedding video.
They did an incredible job capturing the most
magical moments of the day.”
Johnny said the highlight for him was
marrying Chloe in front of their family and
friends.
She walked down the aisle to Patience by
Guns and Roses.
“This has been our song throughout the
nine years we’ve been together and seemed the
perfect choice.”
“There was not one moment I could change.”
Chloe says married life is a breeze.
“Marry your best friend everyone always says,
and I couldn’t agree more.”
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Catering for
weddings
and special
events

OW
+

34056-01

HIRE STUNNING
PLANTED
CONTAINERS
FOR YOUR
NEXT EVENT
Sarah@oliverandwolfe.com
Phone 021 1039 453 34339-01

JAMIE BRODIE
Chef

Jamie Foster Makeup Artist

22 Gladstone Road | 0274508864 | Jamie_foster5@hotmail.com

021
7279
0270852
123 4567
jamie@cruzcatering.co.nz
34342-01

SAY “I DO” TO A
SLIMMER YOU

Your perfect
wedding venue

Feel your absolute best on your
wedding day. PH@TT’s simple,
healthy, life-changing
step-by-step programme.

Tranquillity in a Stunning Rural Landscape

knapdale.co.nz
027 446 5658

Call Ruth now on
027 242 5027

Michael Schultz Photography

or email: rooth.white@gmail.com

34344-01

PH@TT Health and Weight-loss
one-on-one support

34343-01

www.planit.co.nz • email hello@planit.co.nz

www.cruzcatering.co.nz

In partnership with Planit Events

In partnership with Knapdale Eco Lodge

34341-01

From the

finest gifts o

t the

Country Garden
Flowers

finest diamonds

Flowers designed
especially for you

34338-01

MOBILE BBQ CATERING
FOR

Tony Field Jewellers

WEDDINGS

SPECIALISING IN CHARCOAL &
WOODFIRE SMOKING

The perfect wedding gift
Possum
merino
THroW

smokeybroscatering@gmail.com

34345-01

Made in New Zealand

P: 06 867 0132 • 12 Lowe Street
E. countrygarden@xtra.co.nz

www.countrygardenﬂowers.co.nz

AMP Building • 153 Gladstone Road, Gisborne • Phone (06) 863 3840

EVENTS & FUNCTIONS

Smokey Bros BBQ

34060-01

Informal?
Informal? Traditional?
Traditional?
Ritualised?
Ritualised? Unconventional?
Unconventional?
Ceremonies
to order.
order.
Ceremonies made
made to

Your
preferencesshaped
shaped to
Your
preferences
to suit
suitthe
thebig
bigday.
day.

Contact:NORMAN
NORMAN MACLEAN
MACLEAN
Contact:

CELEBRANT
CELEBRANT
Ph: 867 3423

Ph:
867
3423
E-mail:
normanmaclean@ihug.co.nz
Email:
nhmaclean2@gmail.com

E-mail: normanmaclean@ihug.co.nz

Treble Court, Peel Street
P 021 0908 7800
34059-01

34340-01

