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Ko Ainise Toupili (13) Losiane Toupili (12) me tō rāua pāpā a 
Samuela Toupili e whakaatu nei i ō rātou tiwhikete,  arā te 

tohu kua weroa rātou. 

o
Venue Dates Time

CITY CLINICS
Community Vaccination Clinic –

295 Palmerston Road

Regular Clinic Times

Monday – Wednesday 

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

9am – 5pm

10am – 6pm

9am – 5pm

9am – 3pm

Te Tini o Porou – 75 Huxley Rd Monday 27th Sept – Friday 10th Oct 9.30am – 6.30pm

RURAL CLINICS
Matawai - Community Hall Thursday 30th September 3pm – 6pm

Waihirere - Parihimanihi Marae Monday 4th October 3pm – 6pm

Waituhi - Pakowhai Marae Thursday 7th October 3pm – 6pm

Waerenga o Kuri - Community Hall Thursday 14th October 3pm – 6pm

Muriwai - Tamanuhiri Marae Friday 15th October 3pm – 6pm

RURAL DRIVE THRU CLINIC
Manutuke Community Hall Saturday 2nd October 11am – 2pm

WORKPLACE CLINICS (staff & employees only)

EIT Tairawhiti Tuesday 28th September

Wednesday 29th September

10am – 2pm

10am – 2pm

Riversun Tuesday 5th October TBC

Pultron Wednesday 6th October 10am – 2pm

Gisborne Fisheries Friday 8th October 11am – 1pm

In event of a tangihanga at the marae an alternative venue will be available.

Stay at home if you are sick
For more information go to www.hauoratairawhiti.org.nz

Whānau Vaccination Venues

I kōrero a Annette Toupili mo tana haerenga i te marama kua taha ake, anā 
kua tūhono mai te katoa o tana whānau.  Āraia koe me ētahi atu pērā i te 
whānau Toupili – haere  kia weroa koe.

Āraia te hunga pakeke, ngoikore, rātou kāore e tāea te wero. Māmā noa! 
E toru noa ngā kakenga māmā. Kake ake, whakamōhio atu ko wai koe. Ka 
weroa koe, tatari mo te tekau mā rima meneti kia pai tō āhua, kātahi ka 
whakawātea. Waiho tō ingoa mo tō wero tuarua a te toru ki te ono wiki 
whai ake. Tirohia ngā wāhi wero, ka haere. Kaua e noho pōhēhē!   

Haere kia weroa koe, haere ākuanei.

Karawhiua
Mahia te mahi! Karawhiua



ll ll

Page 2

Founded	October	1898
Pukapuka:  Tekau Mā	Waru
Pānui: Iwa	 
Te Marama: Mahuru  

Te Tau: 2021

ISSN:	1176-4228	(Print)	
ISSN:	2357-187X	(Online)	
Pīpīwharauroa	 takes	 its	 name	 from	 ‘He	 Kupu	
Whakamārama	 Pīpīwharauroa’,	 which	 was	
printed	 in	 October,	 1899	 by	 Te	 Rau	 Print	 and	
edited	 by	 the	 late	 Reverend	 Reweti	 Kohere.	
Pīpīwharauroa	was	re-launched	on	20	October,	
1993.
Produced	and	edited	by:
Te	Rūnanga	o	Tūranganui-ā-Kiwa
Tūranga	Ararau
Printed	by:	The	Gisborne	Herald
Email:	pipiwharauroa@ta.org.nz
Phone:	(06)	868	1081

ll ll

Pipiwharauroa
Pipiwharauroa

http://www.facebook.com/pipi.wharauroa

He Pānui

Mere Mere 
PōhatuPōhatu

MMeka Whaitirieka Whaitiri

Christmas in a 
Bubble

I rang my friend Reweti recently, obviously 
to wish him and his crew of vaccinators all 
the best. They are fantastic. Just before I 
ended the call I said, “Hey Reweti, there 
are more whānau going through the drive 
through at KFC than your 'Drive Through' at 
Harry Barker Hockey Reserve.” 

Well, that got him thinking.  Annoyed him. 
I think he is trying to do a deal with the 
Chicken outfit now. I think he is going to 
be waiting where you order, and you can 
say “I’ll have a family bucket, large fries, 
potato and gravy” and then Reweti cuts in 
and a photo comes up and says, “You’ll be 
wanting a vax with that then?”  And the 
driver says, “yes please” “times three”. 
Reweti then says drive on. He tells them 
he’s proud of them and they can probably 
look forward to free ranging, move 
anywhere, eat anything, with whoever 
they like at Christmas. 

Heard a hard case thing a while back. My 
nephew’s friend told him, having heard 
it from his neighbour who was a bit of 
a keyboard researcher that you get a 
transmitter injected into your arm when 
you get the vaccination. He thought that 
was silly talk. I said, “You mean about 
the transmitter?” “No, giving your arm 
for a vaccine,” he replied. Instead he 

was  going to eat natural and join a gym and 
COVID-19 wasn’t coming to join the gym with 
him. When I asked, "So, who does your arm 
transmit with?" He wasn’t too sure, “Possibly 
the Government,” he said. 

The terrible thing was they were all starting 
to believe bits of the “research”. Even I 
thought, I’ll put the factotum at my house in 
a car and send him down to Reweti’s 'Drive 
Through' to get a transmitter.  That way 
he can communicate as well as be free of 
serious illness if Delta comes to our doorstep. 
Well, after about a week, there is little 
improvement with communication. I might 
have to ask Reweti to serve up a double dose.

Seriously, it’s a bit of a worry with all the 
kōrero going around about the vaccine.  I wish 
my Mum was here to tell us how she knew we 
should get all those childhood vaccinations. 
I think she went over the top a bit with the 
extras she would line us up to have – Malt, 
Waterbury’s Compound and a few other good 
and healthy things. 

We already had the hand washing rituals 
down pat. No sitting up at the table if you 
hadn’t washed your hands. 

In my mind, in Aotearoa, albeit a chequered 
past and still to fulfil the promise of equity 

and equitable outcomes, we have people 
and policies that place our well-being first. 
The difficulty for many of us is that equity 
hasn’t translated into well-being. We 
suspect foul-play. Something sinister within 
the system and within the strategy.

If the rest of the world opens and we are 
closed. If the rest of the world doesn’t want 
to buy our stuff because not enough of us are 
vaccinated. If Gisborne is open, but Tolaga 
Bay is closed.  If levels become levers to 
keep us apart. If we get so much Covid 19, 
we can’t get our hips done, wounds healed, 
pain relieved. If we can’t have Christmas 
with our mokopuna because they are living 
in the Covid ravaged closed community, we 
could very well end up having Christmas in 
a Bubble – a little bubble. 

Something to think about. I can’t believe 
there is a whole world order that wants us 
all vaccinated with something dangerous. 
Kia kaha Whānau. Up the Hygiene standards 
and up the thinking. Eat healthy, get plenty 
of sunshine and go the gym – but give 
yourself a great start in the defence of the 
COVID-19. Lots of us struggle with the flu. 
Let it not be the Virus Covid.

We want Reweti and his vaccinators to be 
celebrated for their dedication. 

Tēnā koutou e te iwi.

The last four weeks have 
been very interesting and 

challenging for our people all over Aotearoa, 
New Zealand with recent announcements on 
COVID-19 alert levels and encouragement to 
get our people to vaccinate. I wish to make 
a special mention of, and acknowledge, our 
two Māori Health Providers; Tūranga Health 
and Ngāti Porou Hauora alongside Hauora 
Tairāwhiti for the extensive mahi being done 
on the ground in our respective rohe. 

The scale of this mahi reflects that over 50 
percent of our eligible Māori whānau in the 
Tairāwhiti region have received their first 
dose of the Pfizer vaccine. From the mobile 
clinics up the Coast and around Tūranga; to 
the drive in vaccination clinic at Harry Barker 
Reserve supported by the melodic sounds of 
Tūranga FM; to our clinics at Te Poho o Rawiri 
Marae and Te Tini o Porou, we have been able 
to achieve these rates. But there is more 
work to do.

To iwi, hapū and our Māori organisations 
such as Māori Tertiary Providers, Kura, 
Haahi, Māori Farm Incorporations and the 
many sports clubs, kapa haka roopu and 
others, encouraging your members to be 

vaccinated will help keep the Tairāwhiti 
region safe. Our Government is aware that 
vaccination rates for Māori are behind the 
general population. In response, there 
is Government increased funding of $38 
million to assist our Māori Health providers 
to provide ongoing support to our whānau 
in our rural and urban communities. We 
all know that our Māori providers are 
well connected to our whānau in our 
communities and the kaupapa at hand 
requires that engagement.

I continue to meet with our Iwi leaders 
across Te Tairāwhiti and to hear they are 
committed to 100 percent vaccination rates 
amongst our whānau, is very assuring. I 
believe with your help and encouragement 
this commitment will put our whānau in a 
positive space post COVID-19. The economic 
recovery of Tairāwhiti is also important, 
not just for our region, but for our whānau 
who work in the industries like forestry, 
fisheries, farming and retail to name a 
few that were affected by COVID-19  alert 
level restrictions. As you and I both know, 
Tairāwhiti is the gateway to seeing the sun 
rise first in Te Ao, so let’s protect our rohe 
and unite against COVID-19.

Should you have questions or want to talk 
to someone, reach out to our local health 
providers who would be more than willing 
to answer your queries.

Be safe, be kind, look after your whānau.
Mā te atua koutou e manaaki, Mauriora

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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John JonesJohn Jones

Gisborne District 
Council is about to 
make what I consider 
the biggest change 
in its three decades 
of history with the 
introduction of Māori 
wards.

When I first started doing local body reporting 
in the 1960s there were four county councils, 
Cook, Waikohū and Waiapū. Matakaoa 
County was disestablished in 1951 and Uawa 
merged with Cook in 1964. These councils 
were usually made up of farmers with only 
Waiapū having some Māori members while 
at Cook County I remember Bob Paenga 
coming on to represent Whāngārā not long 
before it was disestablished.

The Gisborne Borough Council was headed 
by the redoubtable Harry Barker, later Sir 
Harry, who ruled with an iron hand and 
suffered no argument.

The northern part of the district, with by 
far the highest percentage of Māori, had 
seen its two county councils disappear.

The Gisborne District Council was formed 
in 1989 as part of a major reorganisation of 
New Zealand local bodies.

From memory there was only one Māori 
councillor when the council was first formed 
although the first chief executive, the 
extremely competent Bob Elliott, had Māori 
heritage. Bob had come from the position of 
chief executive of Cook County Council and 
formed a strong partnership with the first 
district Mayor John Clarke who had been 
chairman of Waikohū County.

In my 30 plus years of reporting there have 
been only a few district Māori councillors. 
Two who stick out strongly in my mind were 
Hemi Hikawai and Atareta Poananga.

Hemi was one of the great characters of the 
council. A former policeman he was a strong 
and confident speaker. While he was not a 
great one for studying council agendas he 
had a quick mind that allowed him to get to 
the point and chose his subjects well. Hemi 
also had a good feel for public sentiment and 
the views of what used to be called the man 
on the street.

Atareta, was the first Māori woman 
diplomat and a qualified lawyer. She was 
an early advocate for Māori sovereignty 
and controversy seemed to follow her. First 

elected to the Matakaoa ward she moved in 
to the city and her mileage claims to service 
her constituents were a bone of contention 
for other councillors.

But the councillor with Māori heritage who 
sticks most in my mind is my old mate Bill 
Burdett.

I knew his father Sid when I covered Waiapū 
Council of which he was chairman. He was 
a hard man who would stand back for no 
one and Bill is a real chip off the old block. 
We always enjoyed each other’s company 
and I remember one council staffer who 
shall remain nameless complaining that we 
were in cahoots.

Bill is an unabashed champion for the 
northern part of the East Coast which he 
sometimes refers to as “home” during 
debates. He has served his people faithfully 
for 23 years and was justly awarded a QSO 
in the Queens Birthday Honours in 2020.

Towards the end of my council years two 
younger Māori came forward to make their 
mark, Meredith Akuhata–Brown and Josh 
Wharehinga who was the first Māori Deputy 
Mayor of the Gisborne District Council.

The five Māori ward members who will join 
the council in 2022 have some big shoes to 
fill.

Te Pānui ā Te Aitanga 
ā Māhaki me Te 

Kaporeihana o Mangatū
1 te marama o Whiringa a-nuku 2021

Tino harikoa ana a Te Aitanga ā Māhaki me 
Te Kaporeihana o Mangatū ki te rīpoata 
whakataunga a Te Tiriti o Waitangi mo te 
ngahere o Mangatū i te rā nei. 

I whakataungia e te Taraipiunara kia 
whakahokia kotahi ōrau o ngā kerēme 
whenua,  ngā whenua riihi/NZU, tāpiri atu, 
he utunga kotahi ōrau mo ngā mahi kino ā 
te Karauna ki ngā Uri o Te Aitanga ā Māhaki 
(ki a rātou e whai panga ki ngā whenua o 
Mangatū) arā a Ngāriki/Ngā Uri o Tamanui 
me Te Whānau ā-Kai.

He tironga whakamua ki te whakatinana i 
tēnei kaupapa ka anga whakamua mo te 
painga o te iwi.

E mihi nui ana ki  te Ahorangi Wharehuia 
Milroy ahakoa kua mate, ki a Dr Anne 
Parsonson – rāua o te Taraipiunara o 
Tūranganui, ki a Ahorangi Tom Roa, ki a Tim 
Castle me ngā kaimahi o Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
ngā tau maha i raro i te mana whakahaere 
o te Kaiwhakawā ō Stephanie Milroy.  E kore 
rawa e mutu ngā mihi.

Statement by Te Aitanga-
ā-Māhaki and Mangatū 

Incorporation
1 October 2021

Mangatū Incorporation and Te Aitanga-ā-
Māhaki are very happy with the Waitangi 
Tribunal report on the Mangatū forest 
released today. 

The Tribunal has recommended the return of 
100% of the land claimed and rentals/NZUs, 
plus 100% compensation for the prejudice 
suffered by Te Aitanga-ā-Māhaki (including 
the shareholders in Mangatū Inc), Ngariki/
Ngā Uri o Tamanui and Te Whānau ā-Kai at 
the hands of the Crown.

We look forward to implementing this 
report and moving forward positively for 
the benefit of our people.

We would like to specifically thank the 
late Ahorangi Wharehuia Milroy, Dr Anne 
Parsonson – both of the original Tūranga 
Tribunal, namely Professor Tom Roa, Tim 
Castle and the Waitangi Tribunal staff for 
the huge effort that they have put in over 
the past decade under the leadership of 
Judge Stephanie Milroy. E kore rawa e mutu 
ngā mihi.

Wirangi Pera      Alan Haronga   Pehimana Brown
Chair                 Chair               Chair
Mahaki Claims    Mangatū Inc      Te Aitanga-ā-Māhaki 
Committee                               Trust

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Trisha Gordon

(continued from last month)

I left school when I was 16 years old, 
halfway through my final year and started 
my first full time job in August 1975 as a 
wards maid at Cook Hospital. At that time 
our local hospital was situated on the top 
of Hospital Hill. For 12 months I did not go 
out and took extreme care not to fritter my 
savings away like many others of my age 
were so recklessly doing. I used it to pay 
for a well-earned, thoroughly enjoyable 
five-week holiday in Singapore over the 
Christmas period where I also celebrated 
my eighteenth birthday.  I was well looked 
after and kept safe by my friends and the 
military personnel based there.

Being a wards maid was one of the most 
fun jobs I have had, we all took keeping 
the hospital clean and germ free very 
seriously. I mopped floors, assisted the 
nurses to make beds and helped my friends, 
Nancy Poi and Jill Morrison in the kitchen 
so we could all get off early together.  We 
were under the wings of Tangi Taare and 
the late Kura Shields who were in charge 
of all of the ward maids and kitchen hands 
in that era, Sam Grace was in charge of 
the porters. Richard Hickey, the overall 
boss, employed me and was to do so again 
in later years when I found work at Te Puia 
Springs hospital.

I joined the Cook Hospital netball team 
and played alongside Daisy and Doris 
Sadlier and Jocelyn and Ma Taare who 
were great players. For our uniform we 
wore a white skirt and orange top. 

While I was working there, Cook 
Hospital reached 100 years and kapa 
haka was practiced in the upstairs 
auditorium for staff to perform action 
songs at the celebrations. I recall also 
All Black Laurie Knight was a doctor at 
the time, he gave me the vaccinations 
I needed to travel to Singapore.

Deciding on a change and being young 
and adventurous, I teamed up with 
good friends Jill Morrison, Nancy Poi and a 
couple of others to hitchhike to Christchurch 
for work. Unfortunately, no one told us 
that the city was experiencing the highest 
unemployment rate in decades and there 
were hardly any jobs available. We even 
found ourselves lined up halfway down the 
street just to fill in an application to sell 
Britannia encyclopaedias door to door.  Being 
so broke we illegally reconnected the gas in 
our boarding room to make toast. Basically 
we survived on stale bread and vegemite. 
That was some experience for a group of 
teenagers. 

Finally admitting defeat, we made contact 
with our parents who flew us home. I was so 
grateful but soon found out I was expected 
to work off my debt fencing for my father 
for the next three months on the small block 
my parents owned and on which they lived 
at Areroa. Our home was not far past the 3 
bridges and Waipare Red Woolshed on the 
Areroa Straight as it was known.

At the time I was a smoker and my Dad 
bought my cigarettes, boots, Levi jeans and 
Wrangler shirts. I was such a tomboy and 
life was never short of surprises and new 
adventures. 

My parents were running a programme for at 
risk young boys who became known as the 
Akuaku boys after the station on which they 

were based at Waipiro Bay. Many did really 
well and recognised the time my parents 
put into them to set them on the right path 
in life.

After completing my penance with my father, 
I again found work with Richard Hicky who 
was the Chief Executive Officer at Te Puia 
hospital. My sister joined me there. I was the 
ground supervisor working under Punapaki 
Kupenga who was affectionately known to 
all as Puna. My position was funded through 
a government employment scheme run by 
the hospital. Our team did all sorts of work 
including looking after hospital grounds and 
gardening and ironing for the elderly with 
limited whānau support up the coast right 
through to Hick’s Bay.

The job had great perks such as beautiful 
home baking the nannies and koro gave 
us in gratitude for our help. Even though 
the hospital provided us with beautiful 
meals we were frequently full on the home 
baking to eat much of the hospital kai. We 
also mowed the lawns and maintained the 
grounds, including the vegetable gardens 
that supplied the hospital.

It was at Te Puia springs where I met and 
became engaged to Jimmy Campbell, an 
engagement that was to last for 14 years. 
His mother was Rongo Campbell who was 
a cook at the hospital. She was married 
to George Davis Snr who helped raise her 

Trisha with her precious companion 2Hulk The late Annie Aranui who was manager at the Work 
and Income Kaiti Branch when I first worked there and 

encouraged me to carry on with my studies

Birds eye view of the hospital site
Source: DigitalNZSource: Photo News
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children, they also had a child of their own 
and adopted two others.  Jimmy had many 
interesting jobs including working for the 
bridge building gang for the Waiapū County 
Council. We rented the old roadworks 
baches belonging to the Waiapū County 
Council for just $10 a week, being so cheap 
we paid $100 towards our rent in advance. 
With not a lot to spend our earnings on 
we saved enough to head off to Australia 
where Jimmy still lives to this day. We are 
still friends and neither of us ever married.

Then Cyclone Bola arrived and that was 
another challenge in itself for all of the 
east coast residents, Dad became unwell 
and our whānau moved to town where he 
passed away from cancer at only 63 years 
old. In her later years, Mum had a car 
accident on the coast and was physically 
never the same progressing to her senior 
years in a wheelchair. Despite all that she 
had faced she lived for a further 20 odd 
years passing away at the grand age of 84 
years. Mum’s whole life was all about taking 
care of family, she just loved children and 
our house was pretty much a halfway house 
for so many during most of my childhood. 

I spent some time in Australia taking on 
many varied and interesting jobs. My cousin 
George Clark was director of Long Bay jail 
at the time and asked me to work there 
knowing my background in administration 
and accounts. Long Bay is located in 
Malabar, New South Wales and holds both 
male and female inmates with a hospital 
to treat prisoners, psychiatric cases and 
offenders when placed on remand. It was 
one of the oldest, coldest prisons you could 
ever work in. At times I had the occasion 
to go into the local prison hospital on floor 
13 that served as a mental health ward for 
inmates with diminished responsibility. 

It was really sad to see New 
Zealanders also incarcerated in 
the facility with some being only 
18 years old. Initially I took on a 
contract for a couple of months 
but extended it for another two 
months. In all I lived in Sydney 
for 17 years taking on various 
jobs including temping at 
Australia Rail Corp, New South 
Wales as a projects assistant, 
credit controller for Grieg 
Brothers and Hoyts Corporation 
as projects accountant.

My father passed away while I was over there 
so I decided to return home to be closer to my 
mother. However, I had a serious car accident 
in 1995 while working for Avis Car Rental in 
Auckland and returned to Gisborne to start 
a long period of recuperation. I stayed at 
Pāpāratū Station with my sister Donna and 
brother-in-law Kevin Williams for about six 
months before moving to Waingake to finish 
my rehabilitation leading to my return to 
work with great support from my dear friend 
Warwick White.

Slowly recovering I enrolled at Tairāwhiti 
Polytechnic to study for a Diploma in 
Business Management before securing 
a job as a Māori Health Advocate. From 
there I progressed to the Ministry of 
Social Development to work in the Kaiti 
Branch of Work and Income under the 
management of the late Annie Aranui who 
supported me to continue with my social 
work studies. However, I was offered 
work as a work broker on the east coast 
and, due to the long working hours, I did 
not complete the last six months of the 
programme. As it was I was never going to 
be a social worker, I just wanted to study 
enough to get me back into employment.

This work between 2000 and 2006 required 
me to travel up and down the east coast 
where I got to know very well every sealed 
and gravelled road. I made some great 
friends including the late Emma Atkins who 
I affectionately referred to as ‘Mother.’ 
Due to her nature of nurturing she was 
respected by everyone particularly her 
local koro and kuia and their whānau in 
Rangitukia where she lived. Some referred 
to her as the Rangitukia Queen.

My next adventure was to, of all places, 
Afghanistan where I worked for 14 months 
as an administration manager in Kandahar 
for Supreme, a Switzerland based German 
military supplies company. But that's 
another story for next month.

Long Bay Jail was one of the oldest, coldest jail you could ever 
work in

Te Puia Hospital as it looks today

Cook Hospital Kapa Haka roopu formed as part of the 100 year celebration of Cook Hospital
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The Shepherd whānau: Waata, Mereaira, Walter, 
Matangi, Tuihana and mokopuna
Te Whānau ā-Apanui, Ngāti Kahu and Te Arawa

We had a dinner table whānau hui and “yes” it was important we 
all get vaccinated. We have now all received our first vaccination 
and awaiting our second injection. Waata and I (Mereaira) are in 
the high-risk category, Waata has low immunity and I have heart 
conditions. 

The three kids said “yes” we all need to be vaccinated as they didn't 
want to put us at risk. There are a lot of essential workers in our 
whānau. 

I rang the 0800 number and was directed to the Covid Vaccination 
Centre on Palmerston Road. It was very formal. The lovely nurses 
gave me my injection and then I was shown to a waiting room with 
about 20 other people to wait out my 20 minutes. Waata accompanied 
me so I had someone to talk to. 

Walter, Tuihana and Toru all had their vaccinations at Te Tini o Porou.  
It was a totally different experience.  There was a big welcome and 
mihi from the nurses and helpers. 

After the vaccinations there was a cup of tea and kai and they spent 
the wait time catching up with the rest of Gisborne. Then they 
were given a shopping bag of hygiene products courtesy of Horouta 
pharmacy. They came home with nothing but praise. Waata chose to 
go to Te Tini o Porou. 

For us vaccination is about whānau and ensuring we look after each 
other.  We have a saying in our house ‘cherish yesterday, live today, 
dream tomorrow’ and it’s what Waata and I would like our kids and 
mokopuna to live by.

Tama Waipara
Ruapani, Rongowhakaata and Ngāti Porou

I had my first jab at the 
beginning of lockdown to 
protect my whānau, and 
reduce the risk of spread 
and any impact on our 
community. The Delta 
variant is more lethal and 
more infectious than the 
previous strain of Covid-19 
and vaccination slows 
the spread.  Our region is 
hugely vulnerable and so 
I want to do my part to 
keep us all safe. 

I got it at Te Wānanga o Aotearoa courtesy of Tūranga Health. 
The staff were patient and explained everything very clearly so 
I understood what was happening. 

Other than a bit of a sore arm, I was good to go! It’s up to 
the individual but I’d encourage people to go get vaccinated. If 
you’re unsure or worried make sure to ask a health professional 
for advice. Hauora Tairāwhiti are doing an amazing job and they 
can provide good advice for anyone wanting to know more.

o Porou. Better to be safe than sorry!

 

COVID-19

Vaccination Special
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Molly Pardoe
Te Aitanga ā-Hauiti

Stan and I had our 
vaccinations in July at 
the Hauora Tairāwhiti 
Palmerston Road 
Vaccination Centre.

It’s important, it’s about 
protecting the whole 
community as well as 
ourselves. 

All of our babies have a 
series of vaccinations in 
order to protect them from many diseases, so for me it’s a no-
brainer.  It’s about protection. We’re so lucky in New Zealand 
to be able to have access to these health services for free. 
It’s up to individuals to take responsibility for themselves, their 
whānau and the whole community. No excuses.  

If you come to town for groceries or to visit whānau make an 
effort to work your vaccination in with that time.  Let us not be 
complacent. It isn’t that hard to follow a few simple guidelines 
– especially wearing your mask when out and about.  Thank you 
to our Government and all the amazing health service staff who 
are working so hard behind the scenes, every day to protect us 
all.   
Ngā mihi. 

Karawhiua
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Brayden Pokai-Giddens 
Ngāti Porou

I wasn't convinced about 
the purpose of the vaccine 
with a ‘why bother?’ 
attitude. 

Facebook and Instagram 
‘experts’ contributed 
heavily to my  initial 
thinking. Then I won a place 
representing New Zealand 
in a darts competition to 
be held in Gibraltar and my 
father and I are planning to 
go. 

It was my Dad who talked me around to having the vaccination 
to make travelling overseas easier. We've now had our first jab 
and are ready for the next. We used the 'bookmyvaccine' site.

Patricia (Trisha) Lesley Gordon
Rongowhakaata, Ngāti Porou

I completed my 
vaccinations about two 
months ago. I have had 
treatment for cancer and 
my immune system is 
low. I am not out of the 
woods yet but working 
on it. I was vaccinated at 
the Palmerston Road site 
opposite EIT Tairāwhiti. 
Life is too short. Do 
whatever you need to do 
to give you more years. 
These are uncertain times.

Willie Te Aho
Te Whānau a Apanui

I live in Raukokore, 
Eastern Bay of Plenty.  
In our urupa we have a 
mass grave for 38 people 
who died from Spanish 
Influenza in 1918.  In 
total 107 Māori died in 
the Ōpōtiki region. That 
was the platform for us 
locking our borders in 
2020.  

To reduce the impact of 
this current pandemic 
we’ve championed vaccinations with 80 percent of our total 
community vaccinated, and 100 percent of our pakeke in 
Raukokore vaccinated.  

I completed my vaccinations at Te Kaha in May. Vaccination is 
our best protection for this strain of Covid-19. This is about 
the health and safety of our people and the protection of our 
whakapapa.

Reweti Ropiha Jnr
Rongowhakaata, Ngāi Tāmanuhiri

I’ll be getting my second 
vaccine in a couple of 
weeks. I got the vaccine 
because I want to keep 
things simple, and future-
proof myself and the 
whanau, that was my 
purpose.  

I got my first vaccination at 
the Harry Barker Reserve 
Drive Through. I’ve spoken 
to a few of the boys at 
school and in the First XV. 

I’ve told them “It doesn’t hurt, it was easy to have, keep 
Covid-19 out of our backyard. The other message was, ‘play 
your part”.   

Selwyn and Christina Skudder 

We had our second COVID 
injection early September 
through Tūranga Health at 
Manutuke and encouraged 
our grandson to follow 
suit. His parents have 
also had their second 
shot which means all five 
members of our household 
are now vaccinated. 

To those of you who are 
unsure, we encourage you 
to please vaccinate to keep yourselves and your whānau safe.

o Porou. Better to be safe than sorry!

 

COVID-19

14

Karawhiua
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Candidate Profiles

Disclaimer: The Returning Officer and Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust accepts no responsibility for the content or accuracy of the statements as supplied 
by the candidates.

EMMERSON Athena

Ko Puketapu te maunga
Ko Te Arai te awa
Ko Horouta me Takitimu nga waka 
Ko Ngāti Marū te hapū

Its time to bring my executive skills to 
Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust. I’m fortunate to 
be working for Te Rūnanga O Tūranganui a Kiwa, 
apart of the executive team navigating support for Whānau Ora, 
Housing Urban Development, Manaaki Tairawhiti, Emergency Housing 
and E Tū Whānau. These pou are linked and they have supported our 
Marae, Hapū and Iwi over the last 6 years.

I thrive on purpose, I have the ability to create productive 
relationships with stakeholders who will be beneficial. I understand 
that all beneficiaries are important and they require a leader who 
can share and understand their views. I have the ability to synthesize 
information and ask questions where necessary.

I see Governance as a place where decisions can be made for our 
people, to move forward and grow. To take part in the strategic 
plan, which involves navigating with a Board of Trustees to support 
the implementation. I have been fortunate to be a part of several 
strategic planning portfolios for an Iwi Trust, local Port Board and 
local School Board. Its important to be open and transparent, 
allowing others thought processes and understanding that not 
everyone is the same. This position of governance with 
Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust, aligns with my values, supporting Marae, 
Hapū and Iwi.

Final words handed down by my mother “you look after the people, 
and the people will look you”
Na Athena Emmerson

HOWARD Bobby

My reason in standing for RIT (Rongowhakaata Iwi 
Trust) is to improve the communication and 
transparency around the initiatives and projects for 
our people. I believe that when everyone is privy to 
the knowledge and can make informed decisions 
then engagement is a natural progression for growth 
in any iwi.

My first involvement with Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust was in 2016, it 
was an eye opener around how our whanau engage with each other. 
This prior knowledge has prepared me to know exactly where my 
skills will be best placed to serve our people. 

For the past 15 years I have been involved in the community and 
youth sector in Rotorua as a frontline worker and over time I have 
been appointed to governance boards for different projects and 
initiatives around whanau and young people. 

In the last 3 years, I have been appointed as chairman for 
FORDLANDS COMMUNITY CENTRE, a community known as the most 
deprived area with a high level of gang families. My second 
appointment as President for ROTORUA MUSICAL THEATRE and thirdly 
my appointment to the national board of MUSICAL THEATRE NEW 
ZEALAND. 

In these roles, I have had to make some bold moves which has not 
made me popular but has removed barriers of engagement for 
families in need, cleared debt amounting to $45000 in one year and 
increased contracts and therefore more job opportunities, all in a 
short amount of time. I have found that when you have the right 
board, staff are passionate about others and their work ethic is 
remarkable, many milestones can be achieved. Cohesion is key!

HIPPOLITE Michelle

Tenā koutou te whānau whānui o 
Rongowhakaata
Ko Lena raua ko Fred Farmer, ko 
Rongowhakaata raua ko Patehepa Halbert, oku 
tupuna
Ko Guy raua ko Te Raumiria Farmer oku koroua 
- kuia
Ko Delena Marsh toku mama
Ko Michelle Hippolite ahau.
While my Nanny Lena is well known in Manutuke, I was bought up in 
the Waikato and live with my husband’s people of Ngāti Toa.  My 
whakapapa means I am obligated to make a contribution.  I follow 
the developments of Rongowhakaata and wish to deepen my 
Rongowhakaatatanga, as Papa Lewis would constantly remind me.  
My whānau look after our papakainga in Wainui, which means I 
return home regularly.  I am a former Trustee of Mangatū 
Incorporation.

Our iwi is growing across many areas.  My senior public service 
leadership experience has honed my governance insights relating to 
kaupapa, people, policy, programme design and implementation, and 
reading and interpreting financial, asset and risk profiles.  I am the 
Chair of Te Kura Māori o Porirua and Chair the Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet’s Risk and Assurance Committee.  As the former 
Toihautu (Chief Executive) of Te Puni Kokiri I governed whānau ora, 
approaches to Maori land, housing for whānau and te reo Maori.

As Kaihautu at Te Papa Tongarewa I was a champion for 
Rongowhakaata being an iwi in residence and continued  discussions 
about Te Hau ki Tūranga. I currently work four days at Te Papa 
Atawhai advising on Treaty matters and growing mātauranga taiao.

Ngā manaakitanga ki a tātou.  Pai Marire.

MAYNARD Connie Joanne

Kia ora tātau ngā whānau o Rongowhakaata
The last 40 years has witnessed a renaissance 
of Iwi and our desire for tino rangatiratanga. 
The establishment of Te Kōhanga Reo and the 
1987 Māori Language Act saw a reinvigoration of 
our language.The 1990s saw the disestablishment
of the Ministry of Māori affairs and the 
establishment of our Iwi Rūnanga that placed the management of Iwi 
assets back with us, the rightful owners. During the later years of the 
1990s through to today many of our people have worked tirelessly on 
establishing our grievances with the Crown as part of Treaty of 
Waitangi settlements. We have come a long way but our journey is 
far from finished. 

My desire is to be part of the next period of Iwi growth, a time in 
which our people are autonomous, entrepreneurial and attaining the 
simple goal of home ownership. I can contribute to the growth and 
self-realisation of Iwi with my 20+ years of public/private business 
and financial experience.  I am a Chartered Accountant and worked 
at Inland Revenue as an auditor for 10 years, I now work as a 
Commercial Relationship Manager within New Zealand’s largest bank.  
Born and breed in Manutuke, I spent my formative working years at 
Te Rūnanaga o Tūranganui ā Kiwa and its subsidiaries Tūranga Ararau 
and Community Injury Prevention.

I am committed to working towards the cultural, social and economic 
advancement of us as Rongowhakaata.

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi Engari, he toa takitini

2021 TRUSTEE ELECTION

CANDIDATE PROFILES
Election of three Iwi Elected Trustees

Kia ora e te whānau – today we are delighted to formally 
announce the eight candidates who have put themselves forward 
as nominees for our upcoming Iwi Elections.

With three Iwi Representative spots available and eight nominees, 
we have been so pleased to see the number of people who have 
put themselves forward for this important mahi. 

Here are the eight Candidate Profiles. You can also find short 
video clips of each candidate talking about leadership over on the 
Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust Facebook page. 

If you would like to vote please make sure you are registered with 
Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust. If you are not sure if you are already 
registered, please make contact with Lisa Hawkins lisa.hawkins@
rongowhakaata.iwi.nz     
 

   VOTING CLOSES 5pm 18th OCTOBER
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MIHAKA Adrian

Tenā Koutou Katoa,
Ko Papatū te Maunga
Ko Te Arai te Awa
Ko Horouta te Waka
Ko Rongowhakaata me Ngāi Tāmanuhiri ngā Iwi
Ko Adrian Mihaka ahau

It is a great privilege to offer my candidacy as an Iwi Trustee. I was 
born and raised in Manutuke by my Grandparents Rii Te Kanewhai & 
Poihipi Mihaka. My love for Manutuke was galvanised in the kauta of 
Māori Battalion, and our many Marae, helping my uncles at the hangi 
pit and learning to swim jumping off the swing bridge with my 
cousins.

My professional background has encompassed many years in the 
Airline Industry as a pilot for Qantas Airways and the Air New Zealand 
Group. I have honed a plethora of skills including operational safety, 
governance and instructional experience within a myriad of complex 
governmental and industry regulations. I hold a Diploma in Aviation 
Science and Australian/NZ Air Transport Pilot accreditation.

I would love nothing more than to contribute to the continued success 
of Manutuke and Rongowhakaata, and be able to be a servant to my 
Iwi. Growth and development for our people is something that I am 
very passionate about. I hope this will allow me to give back to the 
people of Manutuke and my whanau who have shaped me, imparted in 
me their knowledge, wisdom and time. I also am cognisant of the 
benefits of new perspective, and with this balance, will strive for the 
betterment of Rongowhakaata.

Mauri Whenua, Mauri Tangata, Mauri Kōrero.
Kia Ora Tātou.

NEPIA-CLAMP Te Aturangi

Ko Puketapu te maunga
Ko Te Arai te awa
Ko Rongowhakaata te iwi
I have been a trustee of Rongowhakaata Iwi 
Trust for the past three years. During that 
term, we, (RIT) started very important work on 
behalf of our Rongowhakaata whanau.
It is important to continue that work with 
continuity and stability.

It is for these reasons that I am seeking a further term as a RIT trustee.

I am a motivated self-starter with a proven track record as a Project 
Manager with a specific interest in cultural projects and Iwi 
development. I have managed highly complex, multi million dollar 
projects over the past 30 plus years and have continually and 
consistently completed projects within agreed timeframes and 
budgets.

I have successfully started businesses that I owned, operated, 
developed and sold, giving me relevant business acument for the 
important role of a RIT Trustee.

I hold a Bachelor of Health Studies Degree (BHS) and have been 
recognized as an international artist. I am a Winston Churchill 
Fellowship Award recipient and have received various art awards, 
commissions and grants as a carver/sculptor and canoe builder.
I am of Rongowhakaata, Ngāti Marū, Ngāti Ruapani, Ngāti Porou, 
Kahungunu and English descent. Son of Rahera Rachael Stewart and 
Frederick Clamp, Grandson of Nepia Te Aturangi Stewart (Pahou Marae) 
and Merepapapa Tamihana (Whakato Marae).

I am very proud of my Rongowhakaata whakapapa and I enjoy being 
involved with marae working bees and activities.

SMITH Roxanne

Tēnā tātou, my name is Roxanne Smith and I 
whakapapa to Rongowhakaata through my dad, 
Robert (Rock) Smith who lived on Papatu Road, 
Manutuke before he passed. My mum Jean Smith and 
brother still live on Papatu Road in the whānau home 
where I grew up. My nan, Erina Pohatu (nee Smith) 
and Pappy, Houakiterangi (Rock) Pohatu lived on the 
corner of Papatu and Wharerata Road, affectionately known in our 
whānau as the ‘corner house’.

I am standing for an iwi seat for the Rongowhakaata Iwi Trust as I am 
proud of my Rongowhakaata whakapapa and I have always 
maintained an avid interest in tribal affairs. I will also bring a range 
of skills, knowledge and experience to the role including governance 
experience as Chair of Te Tira Whakaari Trust (a charitable entity), 
as a trustee on Ngā Uri o Te Kooti Rikirangi Settlement Trust and as a 
Director on Te Puna Limited which is the custodian company for 
whānau land at Matawhero, Tūranganui ā-Kiwa.  As Director of my 
research and evaluation company I also have strong inquiry and 
analysis skills and a broad understanding of issues and opportunities 
across a range of sectors including education, housing, mental 
health, te reo Māori, te taiao and Whānau Ora. I believe my skills and 
experience combined with my commitment to advancing the 
strategic aspirations of our hapū and whānau align well with the 
expectations of the trustee role.

Nā reira e te iwi, ngā manaakitanga o te atua ki a tātou katoa.

WYLLIE Awhi

I have been approached by whānau to stand for 
Trustee on Rongowhakaata and asked why?  I 
was told because I question things on a 
grassroots level. A level at which our people 
can grasp and understand.  Sure, I don’t have a 
degree next to my name but what I have is 
determination and the commitment to find a 
proper answer and solution to each question.
I am from the Te Kani whānau of Rongowhakaata and together with my 
uri, are developing our little papakāinga in Manutuke. I am a Trustee 
on Manutuke Marae and Te Poho o Rawiri Marae, look after Toko Toru 
Tapu Church in Manutuke and am a proud nanny of many mokopuna, 
some of whom attend Manutuke School.  

I question why is one of the biggest iwi in Tūranga, always the last to 
get and action on things that are happening around us. Are we missing 
the bus again?  As a parent concerned for her children and moko, 
housing is a priority - top of the list!  No excuses. The housing hui we 
had at Whakato Marae recently told us that.

Our communication channels out to our people continue to be rubbish.  
This is another reason why I place myself forward as a Trustee- to put 
these things right.

I’m not putting myself forward to put feathers in my cap or to see how 
many hats I can get.  My soul purpose is to put our iwi and the people 
within it first - especially our future, our mokopuna.

We’re pleased to announce the NEW DATE of our “Meet 
the Candidates Hui” which is set to take place on 
Thursday 7th October, at Waikanae Surf Club, doors open 
at 5.30pm. 

These are important decisions to make as we set our foundations 
for the next three years. We have designed the hui to ensure you 
get as much information as possible to inform your decision. 

While we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible, this 
hui will be held in accordance with Level 2 COVID-19 restrictions, 
which means we cannot have more than 100 attendees onsite. We 
have made this hui available ONLINE should you not be able to be 
there in person. 

Registration is an essential part of us ensuring we do not exceed 
the maximum number of people able to attend indoor events.  
Registration is available https://www.eventcreate.com/e/rit-
elections-meet-the-cand

#rongowhakaataiwitrust #elections #leadership
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Te Tairāwhiti Arts Festival 

Te Tairāwhiti Arts Festival will now be split 
into two, one programme of events in 
October, followed by another in February. 
The decision has not been an easy one but 
has come about as a result of extended 
Covid-19 restrictions in Auckland and the 
restrictions on movement around the 
country.

There will be a focus on local talent from 
8 – 17 October with a range of galleries, 
locations and venues showing under alert 
levels 1 and 2 providing the opportunity 
to acknowledge the rich artistic talent and 
stories we have within our rohe.

Te Ara I Whiti, the festival's light path, will 
make a vibrant centrepiece.

According to festival artistic director and 
chief executive Tama Waipara the October 
programme will celebrate “the home fires 
and the heart of our festival — the local 
artists and creatives.”

Te Ara i Whiti is planned to showcase 
creative excellence in a transformative trail 
of lightworks that only Te Tairāwhiti can do. 
With so many galleries and community-led 
kaupapa involved in this year's festival it is 
hugely exciting.

Artists and galleries make up a bulk of 
the programme, with many exhibitions at 
Tairāwhiti Museum and Toi Ake Gallery, 
Hononga at HOEA! Gallery, Year of the Mask 
at Tūpara Gallery, Through the Eye of the 
Lens at HB Williams Memorial Library and 
Professor Robert Jahnke showing at Maia 
Gallery, Toihoukura. 

Some of our foremost artists will be hosting 
talks and workshops. Artist Sir Derek Lardelli 
will exhibit a series of drawings titled Tīnana 
and run two classes, Taniwha by Robyn 
Kahukiwa will feature in a Hikoi Kōrero 
Story Walk along Tarurehu River and Mark 
Kopua is presenting a series of workshops 
during the week at his Indigenous Art Space. 
Theatre and musical performances Ka-Shue, 

Whakapaupākihi and 
Sunshine Soul Sessions 
are scheduled for 
October but only if our 
rohe is back to Alert 
Level 1.

THE COUNTDOWN IS ON! 
In just a few days time Te Tairāwhiti Arts Festival will present 
a proudly, locally-focused programme of gallery exhibitions, 
music, theatre and whānau events from 8 - 17 October.

Last week we announced changes to our 2021 programme - as 
a result of the extended COVID 19 restrictions and their impact 
on movement around the country, we've moved a selection of 
shows to a newly created Summer session of the festival from 3 
to 13 February 2022. Read more details on our website.

We have plans in place across our events and venues to operate 
within alert level restrictions if necessary, but make sure you've 
got your tickets locked in or have registered to head along to 
some the amazing events on offer, including Ka-Shue (Letters 
Home), Sunshine Soul Sessions, This Is TAUTUA exhibition, Te Ara 
i Whiti Artist Talks and Tā Derek Ladelli's TĪNANA exhibition just 
to name a few. 

We can't wait to see you there!

The Team at
Te Tairāwhiti Arts Festival

YEAR OF THE MASK: OPENING NIGHT

Kicking off with the first event on our Festival calendar is Year 
of the Mask, by Walter (Bub) Dewes at TŪPARA Gallery. 

Year of the Mask is hosting an opening night on October 1 
at TŪPARA Gallery, 66 Gladstone Road from 5.30PM - 7PM. 
Throughout the Festival there will be live painting events and 
artist talks with Bub and Nick Tupara. Find out more information 
about event times and gallery information on our website. 

The Noise Vacancy audio art project and 
the Show Me Shorts Film Festival are still 
going ahead, but the bigger performances 
are moving to the festival's February 
programme.

Tama advises that he and his team have 
worked closely with all artists involved in 
the festival to reschedule a fantastic line-
up for February starting with the world 
premiere of opera Hihī - A Song of Place 
followed by a brilliant line up of exceptional 
music and cabaret at their Festival Club 
and Garden Bar. The event will focus on 
music and theatre, including performances 
by the likes of Troy Kingi and Tami Neilson.

A full breakdown of events over the 
two programmes can be found on the Te 
Tairāwhiti Arts Festival's website.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We’re on the search for amazing individuals 
who are keen to support and volunteer 
at this years’ festival. Volunteers are an 
important part of our festival whānau, 
providing manaaki, hosting, ushering and 
helping out around our venues and events.

We’re seeking people who are over 18 with 
a friendly, can-do attitude and the ability 
to commit some time between Friday 8 and 
Sunday 17 October.  If you are interested in 
volunteering, or know someone who is, you 
can register your interest.
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Daniel Tuapawa
When Daniel left school he wanted to 
become a police officer and enrolled at 
Tūranga Ararau on their Prep For Services 
programme. However, due to personal 
reasons, he was not able to complete it 
and moved onto the next chapter in his 
life. 

While working at the port, Daniel was 
lucky enough to be offered a farming 
position where his passion for the industry 
grew. He is now in an apprenticeship and 
completing the New Zealand Certificate in 
Agriculture (Level 4) (Breeding Livestock 
Farming Strand) while continuing to work 
on Tapere Station.

With the help from Tūranga Ararau, 
through the Regional Apprenticeship 
Initiative, he has been able to purchase 
equipment needed to further his skill set 
in the farming sector.  

Daniel is on track with his studies and just 
this month moved into his second year of 
the programme.   

He is enjoying his role at Tapere Station 
with a long term goal of managing his own 
farm and sharing his knowledge with our 
next generation of farmers.  

Joshua Matete
Josh was born and raised here in Gisborne.
Over the years he has worked at multiple 
jobs including ‘The Source,’ a local video 
shop, field work, the meat works and 
forestry.

Thinking about his career path, one day 
he decided to inspire his whānau and seek 
permanent full-time employment. He 
focused on putting his mind to working hard 
to achieve positive career goals. 
 

He started work with Chorus, gaining 
experience in a job he enjoyed, before 
he successfully applied for a position 
with Horizon Services Limited trading as 
ElectriNET. 

Josh is now completing his New Zealand 
Certificate in Electricity Supply (Line 
Mechanic Distribution) Level 4 with 
Connexis.  

Through dedication, hard work and with the 
support from the Regional Apprenticeship 
Initiative and Tūranga Ararau he is on track 
and enjoying his mahi.  

Thomas Lima
Thomas grew up in Whareponga near 
Ruatōrea before moving to Gisborne with 
his family and attended a local high school. 
He didn’t really enjoy school so made the 
decision to leave and started working in the 
forestry for Harvest Pro where he stayed for 
six years. From there he moved to Downers 
for a further four years continuing to build 
up his skills. 

Thomas then got an opportunity to work for 
Horizon Service Ltd trading as ElectriNET 
as a Cable Joiner Technician.  

He is now ready to take on a new challenge 
to further his skillset through completing 
the New Zealand Certificate in Electricity 
Supply (Line Mechanic Distribution) Level 
4 through Connexis Infrastructure Industry 
Training.  

With the support of Tūranga Ararau through 
the Regional Apprenticeship Initiative he 
has the opportunity to one day return to 
the coast to work in his chosen profession.  

In his spare time he enjoys riding motorbikes 
and working on anything with a motor. 
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Adelaide (Addy)
Tamihana
(nee Wilson)

16th June 1946 – 30th August 2021

"Those we love, don’t go away
They walk beside us every day

Unseen, unheard, but always near
Still loved, still missed, still very 

dear"

Growing up on Tuaraki Road

Addy was number six of twelve children, 
to David Wilson (Mick) and Margaret 
(Smith). Valetta was the eldest but 
sadly passed when she was very young. 

After Valetta came Carol, Margie, and 
the twins, Vienna and Venice, then 
Addy, followed by the boys David, Te 
Pirihi and Eru, another sister Della 
with Andre being the baby. Her father 
David Wilson (Mick) and Lil Pomana, his 
second wife, legally adopted another 
boy, Tawa, a son of Waka and Nika 
Nepe.
 

Addy was not an indoor person and 
found whatever way she could to dodge 
inside work, particularly the dishes. 
She loved the outdoors and much 
preferred to be in the garden with her 
grandfather, Matiu Smith who played a 
big part in her and her sibling’s lives. 
They spent many hours helping him 
with his massive garden where he grew 
every vegetable that would grow in the 
area. 

Better still, Addy liked to take off to 
stay with her namesake Nanny Addy for 

a few days. She was first to admit she was 
a naughty girl. Her older sisters used to 
demand that she come home but Nanny 
Addy would thwart them off saying, “No, 
no, she wants to stay, she can. She’s 
alright here.” Those were great days for 
Addy as she could do what she liked doing 
most, gardening. Nanny Addy had the 
best vegetable garden ever. 

She grew taro, kūmara and kamokamo. At 
harvest time it was Addy’s job to deliver 
the surplus to all of the nannies down 
Tuaraki Road, there were many of them.

Nanny Addy was a great walker and walked 
all over the place, people constantly 
reminded her to be careful but she was 
fine as she knew her kaitiaki were always 
with her and that was exactly how Addy 
herself thought.

There were many whānau living down 
Tuaraki Road including the Moeau, 
Beauchamp, Akroyd, Waihape and Wilsons 
to name a few. Addy thought children 
from Tuaraki Road made the majority of 
the roll at school. They were very close 
and looked after one another.

During her time at school the free milk 
programme was introduced with milk 
arriving in bottles stacked in steel crates. 
It was her job to collect the milk for home 
every morning from their neighbour John 
Hogan. 

She also helped pump water using a hand 
pump into a forty-four-gallon drum. Once 
heated over a fire the water was poured 
into a huge bath tub for whānau bath 
time. After bathing, they threw their 
dirty clothes into the bath to wash them. 
Water was a precious commodity and 
never wasted. 

Addy had a problem with school and 
frequently ran away. The teachers would 
contact her mother but her sisters knew 
that she would be, down by the river in 
the trees where swimming was great. Her 
father constantly spoke of a taniwha that 
lived in the water but his daughters were 
not scared as they were always aware of 
it and behaved while in the water. 

Her siblings were ‘marae’ kids, Pāhou 
marae that is. Any hui at Pāhou and they 
were there. Their father told them to go 
to the marae, work hard but always go 
home to eat and that is exactly what they 
did. They set tables, swept the dirt floor, 

washed the dishes and packed them 
away enjoying everything they were 
asked to do. 

Cooking was done in massive pots hung 
over the open fire in a huge fireplace. 
Addy did wonder how they could lift 
them on and off the fire to fill them 
with food and to serve it out when 
cooked until she realised that the 
food was thrown into the pot while it 
was actually hanging over the fire and 
emptied the same way. 

The pots didn’t leave the fire until they 
were empty and therefore light enough 
to be lifted and washed. The embers 
from the fires were used to warm the 
legs of the kuia while they sat at the 
table playing cards. As it was a dirt 
floor the embers would slowly die to 
be rekindled by the addition of more 
hot ash taken directly from the fire. 
 

While the kuia played cards the men 
played “Two up” outside. It was common 
practice at nearly all marae and Addy 
did take note of a little bowl on the 
side steadily filling up with money. She 
later came to understand that it was a 
“kitty” and the money was used to pay 
for the power and other everyday costs 
of running the marae.

It was indeed a common practice 
in those days to go from marae to 
marae to give a hand at whatever was 
happening there, watching the younger 
generation follow through behind them 
was awesome.  

Addy acknowledged that they all had 
links to the surrounding marae through 
whakapapa, but most of all kindred 
spirit. One night their father allowed 
them to stay at Pāhou sleeping in a 
pokey little store room with a tekoteko 
propped up in the corner, that was a 
bit scary. It had actually been removed 
from the top of the whare tipuna for 
repairs and there it was, right where 
she and her twin sisters were to sleep. 

However, Uncle Josh Stewart told them 
it was alright as he was their tipuna on 
their Wirihana side. That made them 
feel much better and every time Addy 
went past the marae she would look up 
feeling proud that her tipuna continues 
to watch over them and the generations 
to come.
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Addy stepped up to karanga but did ask, 
“Why me?” She considered it to be an 
awesome privilege and one not taken 
lightly with a lot of thought and respect 
for her tuakana. She did wonder if it 
was because she was the one with the 
big mouth but she did have information 
handed down to her by all the pakeke 
during her life time. 

She was always willing to support the 
younger ones to step up. She felt age 
had nothing to do with it. “It’s the 
knowledge left with you from your 
tipuna,” she reckoned. 

Aunty Effie and Uncle Ira Kirikiri took 
the young people for haka practices and 
best of all were the dances. Oh yes, the 
dances, Addy always looked forward to 
them. She travelled to Ūawa on a cattle 
truck to dance until late at Reynolds 
Hall and never felt the cold there or on 
the way home. 

There were also dances at marae 
in Manutuke and surrounding areas 
including Patutahi and Waituhi. Those 
were the good times dancing to Tom 
Keelan’s band. She, her sisters and the 
Beauchamp girls followed Tom wherever 
he performed. 

The picture theatre “The Mayfair” 
was the highlight of Manutuke. It was 
really exciting looking forward to those 
picture nights. Camping out at Browns 
Beach was another favourite whānau 
get together time, ‘roughing’ it and 
living on cockles, pipi and whitiko. The 
whānau played ball, long ball, cricket 
and tag (not graffiti) on the beach and 
at night built a bonfire and sat around 
it while their father told them stories 
about the area. 

When Addy found herself finally out of 
the school system she went straight into 
the work force starting off as a fleeco 
for Pāpā Tūkawhena Maynard’s shearing 
gang before joining up with Uncle 
Wallace and Aunty Sarah Smith’s gang. 
Unfortunately for her, that wasn’t for 
long as her parents decided to send her 
off to Wellington, bad move. 

She constantly pined to come home, 
but, no, she was told to stay so found a 
job sewing zippers but that didn’t last 
either. Still her pleas to return home 
went unheeded. Then she joined a lolly 
factory, a liquorice factory in fact. It 

should have sweetened her disposition 
but to no avail. She was still homesick 
and decided to work only long enough to 
earn her train fare home.

That was her, back then, no ears and there 
she was back in the shearing sheds again 
with the Smith gang where her dad was 
a ganger. Most of their sheds were down 
Waingake Road, Len Ben, Norman Shanks, 
Trevor White, Jex-Blake, Patemaru and 
the only ten shed stand and the last of 
the run at Pāparatū Station. 

It was where she met Rakai Tamihana, 
the love of her life. He was one of the 
pressers and sheepo and man, was he 
rugged and rough. If any of the fleecos 
got cheeky he would tip them upside 
down and take them under the tap and 
soak them. 

Rakai and Addy had seven children, 
five boys and two girls and Venice, one 
of her daughters, also has a set of twin 
girls. She and Rakai lived in Muriwai for 
thirteen years in an old homestead with 
holes in the roof. When it rained they got 
wet. Becoming hoha with the situation, 
she moved her whānau into a Housing 
Corp home in town and later purchased 
their family home. She was able to spend 
the final years of her life living with her 
mokopuna.

Addie Wirihana Tamihana

Ehara ahau i te rangatira engari 
he ata ahau nō te rangatira

I pakeke mai i ngā panekoti, i ngā rekereke 
o tōna kuia. I mahia e ia ngā mahi, i 
whāwhā, i rangona i ngā tohutohu, ngā 
hītori, pūrākau, ngā akiaki ā tōna kuia. 
I taka iho ki a koe, te kōtiro i tōna wā o 
Tuaraki. I pakeke ā-marae. 

Tino kaha ki te karo haere i ngā mahi o te 
whare, engari ko ngā māra tana wāhi tino 
harikoa ki te mahi. He tamaiti haututū. Ki 
te kore e hiahia ki te hoki ki te kāinga ka 
noho ki te taha o tana kuia, arā tōna kuia 
i tapaina ki a ia, a  Addie. He  tino nunui 
ngā māra kai ā tōna pāpā me tōna kuia, 
ana koira ana wāhi pārekareka rawa atu 
a ia ki te mahi.

He maha ngā whānau nohonoho haere 
i rori ō Tuaraki, arā ko ngā Moeau, ngā 

Beauchamp,ngā Akroyd, ngā Waihape 
me ngā Wirihana. E ai ki a Addie, ko te 
nuinga o ngā tamariki o te kura nnō te 
rori o Tuaraki. Tino tata, tino kaha rātou 
ki te tiaki tētahi ki tētahi.  

I a ia i te kura ko tana mahi he tiki i ngā 
miraka utu kore ka tau mai ki te kura i 
roto i ngā kawenga maitai ia ata. Tino 
kore tana wairua i pārekareka, i tau i te 
kura. Ka oma a ia ki te taha wai. 

Ngaro ana ia I te kura, mōhio ana ōna 
tuakana kei whea ia, arā kei te taha o te 
awa, te wāhi kaukau ahakoa ngā korero 
ā tō rātou pāpā mo ngā taniwha, kore 
rawa rātou i mataku. Ko te mea nui, 
kaua e haututū. 

He whānau marae. Ahakoa he aha te 
hui i te marae o Pāhou ka tonoa rātou e 
tō rātou pāpā kia haere ki te mahi i te 
marae, ara te taka kai, te hora tēpu, te 
tahitahi engari mutu ana me hoki ki te 
kāinga, kaua e kai i te marae.

Ko ngā ngārehu o te ahi, ka horaina ki 
te pāpā oneone, ki raro i te tēpu hei 
whakamahana i ngā waewae ō ngā kuia 
purei kāri. Koira ngā mahi o aua wā. Ko 
ngā wāhine purei kāri arā oti ana ngā 
mahi, ko ngā tāne ki waho whiuwhiu 
kapa ai. Ko te moni kohi hei āwhina I te 
marae, arā te hiko, te hoko kai. 

I tētahi pō i moea te pō i te marae. I te 
kokonga he tekoteko. Āhua mataku nei a 
Addie engari ao ake ka whakamāramahia 
atu e pāpara Josh Stewart, arā ko tana 
tipuna tēra, ka tau anō tana wairua. 
Ia rā ka hipa ia i te marae ka huri tana 
mata ki te wharenui ka mihi atu ki tōna 
tipuna. Arā pai ana ngā whakaaro kei 
te manaakitia, kei te tiakina rātou e tō 
rātou tipuna mo ake ake.

Kua whatia te rau o te rāta. 
Ātaahua, kanohi, ātaahua 

wairua, ātaahua menemene.
Moe mai Addie. 

Mā muri, a muri e whai atu.
Arohanui.
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Ormond village 52-
year-old Stephen Blair 

is managing his type 
two diabetes with help 

from Tūranga Health, 
but in time he wants 

to completely rid 
himself of the disease. 

Stephen Blair: 
wants to completely rid himself of diabetes 
  Stephen Blair was diagnosed with type two 
diabetes 18 months ago.  Despite a long time living 
with gout, and numerous aches and pains from 
acci-dents, he was surprised at how serious this 
new disease was.  
  “It was unexpected. And I didn’t realize how big it 
was going to be. I have it in my family but I didn’t 
really think it would happen to me. I felt like I was 
being cursed.” 
 Because of his gout Stephen was already trying to 
live a healthier lifestyle. He didn’t smoke and he 
would try and eat healthy. But the new diagnosis 
spurred him to a greater effort.  
  When asked if he would like to take part in 
Tūranga Health’s Long Term Conditions education 
programme he jumped at the chance. “My frame of 
mind has always been to get rid of the diabetes so I 
said yes.” 
  Over the next two months Stephen found himself 
part of a weekly programme with 12 other 
participants. Each Wednesday morning Stephen 
and the others would learn more about their 
disease and how to manage it. The presentation on 
reading food labels and choosing the right foods to 
buy has really stuck with him.  
  “Oh yeah. I read the labels now. I look at the sugar 
content per 100g and if it’s more than 15g then I 
don’t get it.” 
  He has also loved the camaraderie and company 
of the other participants. Stephen says much of his 
life was spent living in rural Motu and so he enjoys 
being around people. 

“She’ll make sure I am going – she’ll even pick me 
up and take me there!”  
  Stephen’s progress has also been supported by 
Whānau Ora services. Tangible resources to help 
Stephen achieve his health goals include a water 
cooler system, food blender, an air oven, and a pair 
of good walking boots.   
  He is incredibly grateful for all the help and 
support he has received since his original diagnosis.    
Stephen has lost three kilograms in the past couple 
of months and is enthused about getting out into 
his garden and creating a vegetable patch.   He is 
doing more exercise and just last week walked the 
Gisborne beach board walk. 
  “This is my new lifestyle. I know what the key 
mes-sages are and I am going to get rid of the type 
two diabetes if I can.” 

Stephen Blair and Kaiāwhina Tangiwai Milner discuss Stephen’s management of diabetes. 

He now he lives in Ormond and can easily attend 
the programme.   
  Stephen was referred to the Long Term Conditions 
programme by Tūranga Health GP Mark Devcich. 
Stephen fell into the target group for the 
programme: men aged 51-65 with at least one long 
term condition.  
  Dr Devcich continues to monitor Stephen’s health 
with regular check-ups.  Stephen also sees Tūranga 
Health nurse Lisa Cottle-Millar, with whom he 
credits for initially stepping him through his shock 
diagnosis. He says she helped him understand the 
ramifications of not doing anything, and showed 
him how easy it would be to make lifestyle changes. 

“This is my new lifestyle. I 
know what the key messages 

are and I am going to get rid of 
the type two diabetes if I can.” 

  Another important Tūranga Health staff member 
has been kaiāwhina Tangiwai Milner. Tangiwai is a 
little bit like a coach, someone who checks in on 
Stephen and doesn’t let him miss a medical 
appointment or any of his Long Term Condition 
programme presentations. 



PipiwharauroaPage 15Tūranga Health

TE-ARA-HOU FINDS

A NEW PATH

SEPTEMBER 2021

Toihukura student and smokefree mum Te-Ara-Hou Rikihana Mihikotukutuku alongside one of her artworks ‘Matariki’ made from wood. Image courtesy The Gisborne Herald. 

Whānau Vaccination Venues

TURANGA ROLL OUT

VENUE DATES TIME

Whatatutu — Mangatu Marae Fri 24 Sept 3pm-6pm

Te Karaka — Rangatira Scout Hall Sat 25 Sept 11am-4pm

Matawai — Community Hall Thurs 30 Sept 3pm-6pm

Manutuke — Ohako Marae Sat 2 Oct 11am-4pm

Waihirere — Parihimanihi Marae Mon 4 Oct 3pm-6pm

Waituhi — Pakowhai Marae Thurs 7 Oct 3pm-6pm

Waerenga o Kuri — Community Hall Thurs 14 Oct 3pm-6pm

Muriwai — Tamanuhiri Marae Fri  15 Oct 3pm-6pm

STAY HOME IF
YOU ARE SICK

MOTHER and student artist Te-Ara-
Hou Rikihana Mihikotukutuku credits a 
Māori visual art school for giving her the 
courage and strength to self-heal after 
years of sadness. 

And she also gives the school a tiny 
bit of credit for helping her finally quit 
smoking. 

“It all started in the EIT Tairāwhiti café 
when I met Tūranga Health’s Mere Waihi. 
She has a cool easy vibe, is easy to talk to, 
and well, I’ve been wanting this for years.”

Te-Ara-Hou, Ngāti Toa Rangatira, Ngāti 
Raukawa, Ngāti Porou, Ngāti Ruapani 
is working towards her New Zealand 
Diploma in Ngā Toi, Te Pitau a Manaia, at 
Toihokura School of Māori Visual Art and 
Design. 

Every day she’s immersed in a wide 
range of art disciplines providing the 
opportunity to link her to past traditional 
practices while experimenting in modern 
formats. 

One day this year she was also 
introduced to smoking quit coach Mere 
Waihi who was at Toihokura offering 
students Tūranga Health’s quit smoking 
programme. 

For 31-year-old Te-Ara-Hou (who’s 
name means the new path) quitting a 
lifelong smoking habit was part of a self-
healing journey that started after she left 
a life of domestic violence in 2020. 

“The reason I came to Gisborne was 
to get better, be healthy, and break 
intergenerational cycles” says Te-
Ara-Hou. “It took me ages. I needed to 
concentrate on being a mum, being by 
myself, and ditching bad influences. 
Quitting smoking just fitted with that.” 

Being a role model to her young niece 
who now lives with her has also been a 
driver.

Mere Waihi says Tūranga Health’s 
quit smoking program is a kanohi-ki-te-
kanohi (face-to-face) service to support 
whānau through their quit smoking 
journey.  Alongside the weekly visits quit 
coaches can also offer whānau stop-
smoking medicines or NRT products 
including nicotine patches, gum and 
lozenges.

Te-Ara-Hou was already on the road 
to becoming smokefree before she 
met Mere. But she was occasionally 
slipping into old habits and needed some 
support. Te-Ara-Hou isn’t ashamed to 
admit that Tūranga Health’s prize draw 
of $1000 for anyone who was smokefree 
after six weeks, was actually the main 
incentive to quit and it helped her stay 
focussed. 

“I’ll admit…I had my eyes on the 
money! But it made sense to give up 
smoking. It’s all part of the whole healing 
and changing.”

Te-Ara-Hou didn’t win the money, 
but she did win freedom from cancer-
causing nicotine, the continued love and 
respect of her children and niece, and a 
way to save $100 a week.

Mere says Te-Ara-Hou is strong and 
courageous. “She was always positive 
and very bubbly. She didn’t use any 
supporting patches, lozenges, or gum 
and because of that, and because she is 
a wāhine toa, I think long term she will stay 
smokefree.”
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  “It was unexpected. And I didn’t realize how big it 
was going to be. I have it in my family but I didn’t 
really think it would happen to me. I felt like I was 
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 Because of his gout Stephen was already trying to 
live a healthier lifestyle. He didn’t smoke and he 
would try and eat healthy. But the new diagnosis 
spurred him to a greater effort.  
  When asked if he would like to take part in 
Tūranga Health’s Long Term Conditions education 
programme he jumped at the chance. “My frame of 
mind has always been to get rid of the diabetes so I 
said yes.” 
  Over the next two months Stephen found himself 
part of a weekly programme with 12 other 
participants. Each Wednesday morning Stephen 
and the others would learn more about their 
disease and how to manage it. The presentation on 
reading food labels and choosing the right foods to 
buy has really stuck with him.  
  “Oh yeah. I read the labels now. I look at the sugar 
content per 100g and if it’s more than 15g then I 
don’t get it.” 
  He has also loved the camaraderie and company 
of the other participants. Stephen says much of his 
life was spent living in rural Motu and so he enjoys 
being around people. 

“She’ll make sure I am going – she’ll even pick me 
up and take me there!”  
  Stephen’s progress has also been supported by 
Whānau Ora services. Tangible resources to help 
Stephen achieve his health goals include a water 
cooler system, food blender, an air oven, and a pair 
of good walking boots.   
  He is incredibly grateful for all the help and 
support he has received since his original diagnosis.    
Stephen has lost three kilograms in the past couple 
of months and is enthused about getting out into 
his garden and creating a vegetable patch.   He is 
doing more exercise and just last week walked the 
Gisborne beach board walk. 
  “This is my new lifestyle. I know what the key 
mes-sages are and I am going to get rid of the type 
two diabetes if I can.” 

Stephen Blair and Kaiāwhina Tangiwai Milner discuss Stephen’s management of diabetes. 

He now he lives in Ormond and can easily attend 
the programme.   
  Stephen was referred to the Long Term Conditions 
programme by Tūranga Health GP Mark Devcich. 
Stephen fell into the target group for the 
programme: men aged 51-65 with at least one long 
term condition.  
  Dr Devcich continues to monitor Stephen’s health 
with regular check-ups.  Stephen also sees Tūranga 
Health nurse Lisa Cottle-Millar, with whom he 
credits for initially stepping him through his shock 
diagnosis. He says she helped him understand the 
ramifications of not doing anything, and showed 
him how easy it would be to make lifestyle changes. 

“This is my new lifestyle. I 
know what the key messages 

are and I am going to get rid of 
the type two diabetes if I can.” 

  Another important Tūranga Health staff member 
has been kaiāwhina Tangiwai Milner. Tangiwai is a 
little bit like a coach, someone who checks in on 
Stephen and doesn’t let him miss a medical 
appointment or any of his Long Term Condition 
programme presentations. 
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Ka whai mana te iwi mā te matatau i roto i ngā akorangaKa whai mana te iwi mā te matatau i roto i ngā akoranga
Empowering Iwi through responsive learningEmpowering Iwi through responsive learning

ENROLLING NOW FOR 2022ENROLLING NOW FOR 2022

INTERESTED IN INTERESTED IN 

FORESTRY AS A FORESTRY AS A 

CAREER?CAREER?

OR MAYBE YOU OR MAYBE YOU 

WANT TO BE A WANT TO BE A 

FARMER?FARMER?

Enquire NOW to find Enquire NOW to find 
the programme that the programme that 

suits yousuits you

Corner of Kahutia & Corner of Kahutia & 

Bright StreetsBright Streets

Freephone:Freephone:

0508 38 38 38 0508 38 38 38 

Ph: +64-6-868 1081Ph: +64-6-868 1081

Email: enquiries@ta.org.nzEmail: enquiries@ta.org.nz

Website: www.ta.org.nzWebsite: www.ta.org.nz


