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TAIRĀWHITI iwi have told Rhythm and 
Vines owners and management that the New 
Year festival should be cancelled. 

The chairs of Te Aitanga-a-Māhaki, 
Ngāti Porou and Rongowhakaata and Ngai 
Tamanuhiri chief executive met with Live 
Nation (the owner of Rhythm and Vines) 
representatives, R&V chief executive Kieran 
Spillane and managing director Mark 
Kneebone on Friday to express concerns 
about the festival.

In a joint statement, Te Aitanga a Māhaki 
chair Pene Brown said his board had met and 
were adamant the festival should be cancelled 
because of the threat posed by 24,000 
festival-goers pouring into the region. 

“We are concerned about the additional 
stress and pressure the festival would 
place on local health services, shops and 
accommodation owners who would be on 
red alert (red in the traffic light system of the 
Covid-19 Protection Framework).”

R&V representatives told the iwi collective 
they were doing everything they could 

do to ensure the event was safe and were 
working with health officials and within 
government guidelines to meet health and 
safety requirements.  All people attending 
R&V must be double vaccinated and have a 
vaccination passport.

However, Te Runanganui o Ngāti Porou 
chair Selwyn Parata 
said local iwi had 
taken the initiative 
and cancelled annual 
events such as the Ngāti 
Porou Pa Wars and 
Mount Hikurangi dawn 
ceremony because they 
believed that was the 
responsible thing to do, 
and R&V should follow 
suit.

 Mr Parata is also chair of Te Matatini 
national kapa haka festival organising 
committee. The 2022 Te Matatini was 
to be held in Auckland in February and 
30,000 performers and festival-goers were 

expected but the decision was made to 
cancel it because protecting people was the 
committee’s highest priority.

Iwi chairs were concerned the region still 
had a major vaccination challenge, with 
just over 75 percent of the region’s eligible 
population fully vaccinated.

Rongowhakaata Iwi 
Trust chair Moera 
Brown said: “iwi health 
providers are working 
overtime and pulling out 
all stops to get as many 
of our people vaccinated 
and iwi organisations are 
working with our hapu 
and marae to prepare 
them for the arrival of 
Delta in Tairāwhiti. We 

have concluded we cannot rely on anyone 
else. Our whānau need to be self-managing 
and self-reliant.” 

Scenario planning for the arrival of 
Covid-19 “clearly signals that our hospitals 

and health services will be under severe 
pressure and a lot of our rural whānau and 
communities will have to be prepared to look 
after themselves, as they did in Bola and 
recent civil defence emergencies”.

Tairāwhiti Arts Festival chief executive 
Tama Waipara said in these Covid times, 
festivals and events could not be seen in 
isolation from the communities in which the 
events were held.

“The health and wellbeing of communities 
has to be a key consideration for event 
organisers, not just the health and safety 
of festival-goers, performers and workers. 
It feels like the focus is on Tairāwhiti as a 
destination not the consideration.” 

The iwi representatives told R&V 
organisers they would struggle to recruit 
locals to work at this year’s festival, saying 
many whānau who had previously worked 
as R&V security and carpark wardens were 
saying they would not be working at this 
year’s festival if it went ahead.

NOT THIS YEAR, R&V

An artistic impression of the Te Panuku multi-purpose building 
planned for the summit of Titirangi/Kaiti Hill. The project is a 
collaboration between Ngati Oneone and Gisborne District Council. 
Ngāti Oneone chair Charlotte Gibson says the design “truly reflects 
who we are as a people and community”. While the original 
government funding of $6.1 million for the project was cut to just 
over $1m because of the Covid-19 pandemic, council chief executive 
Nadene Thatcher Swann said they were “working hard” to get the 
funds to complete the project.   STORY ON PAGE 3   Image supplied

Titirangi vision 
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Protecting people priority as iwi call for festival cancellation
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Tūturu koa, he kōtiro i pakeke 
mai i Tūranganui, pono ki tōna 
whakatipuranga hūmarie, ki ōna iwi 
hapu hoki. Ō te tokoiwa kaiwhakawā 
hou i whakaingoatia e  Te Tari Roia 
Matua e David Parker, ko Jacqueline 
Haapu-Blake tētahi, tūturu 
whakamaua, ā, ka whakamanahia ā 
te marama e heke mai nei, katahi 
ka hunuku ki Heretaunga hei Mana 
Whakahaere i te Kooti Whānau i 
reira. 
   
He kōtiro i heke mai i ngā kāwai 
rangatira o ngā iwi o Ngāti Konohi, 
Ngāti Porou, Te Aitanga ā Hauiti, Te 
Aitanga ā Māhaki, me Te Whānau ā 
Kai. I whānau, pakeke noa i Tūranga 
nei, ā, i kuraina i te kura tuatahi o 
Te Wharau me  Te Karaka, ka haere 
ki te Te Kāreti o Waikohu me Rītana.

E whakapono ana ia nā tōna 
waimarie ki te pakeke mai i waenga 
i te haumarutanga o tōna whanau, 
mau tonu ngā tikanga i tōtika ai ana 
mahi. Ka tika tonu me puta te ihu. 
He kura māhita tōna māmā a Carol, 
he tangata pukumahi tōna pāpā a 
George Haapu i tōna wā e ora ana. 
Kikī ana te whare i te pukapuka, 
ko te whai mātauranga te aronga 
tuatahi. Mōhio tonu tana koroua a 
Thomas Smiler Junior ka noho tana 
mokopuna hei roia, hei tiati me 
tana whakamenemene ki te huhua 
whakarongo ki a ia. Mau tonu i a 
Jacqueline te ōati a tōna koroua ana 
kaha tonu ia ki te whakatutuki.

He tangata whaikōrero hoki tana 
koroua i runga i ngā marae o Te 

Tairāwhiti, ana pakeke 
ana i te mātotorutanga o 
te reo me ngā tikanga i te 
hapori Māori o Te Karaka. He 
whānau marae tana whānau, 
ana i reira te hōhonutanga o 
te reo me ngā tikanga.   

I moe a Jacqueline i a 
Soloman Blake. Tokorua ā 
rāua tāmahine, ko Amorangi, 
he kaiawhina i te kohanga reo 
o Tōmairangi, ko Kararaina, 
he tauira kei te kura a-rohe 
o Te Karaka ana he Kaiako tō 
rāua pāpā a Soloman i reira.

Ko te mahi tuatahi ā 
Jacqueline, he kairangahau 
mo ngā Kerēme ā Te Aitanga 
ā Māhaki ki Te Taraipiunara 
o Waitangi me te kaihautū 
tākuhu ki Te Rūnanga o 
Tūranganui a Kiwa me 
Tūranga Health ahakoa i 
whiwhi i tana tohu Paetahi 
Roia i te tau 1995.

I tūhono atu ia ki te ūmanga roia 
Burnard Bull and Co i te tau 2000. Nō 
te tau 2003 ki te tau 2019 ka mahi 
ngātahi hei roia a-whānau. Mai i te tau 
2003, e noho roia ana mo te tamaiti. 

I te tau 1992, ka haere hei reo mo te 
kāwanatanga ki Peina, ki Hōrana, ki 
Tiekerōwākia me Pōrana i te taha o 
Tommy Taurima me tō rāua kapa haka 
nō Tūranga tūturu.
  
I te tau 1995 ko ia tētahi i tīmata i Te 
Kapa Haka o Whāngārā Mai Tawhiti. E 
whai mana nui ana ki a Tā Derek rāua 
ko tana hoa rangatira a Kahurangi Rose 
Gould- Lardelli ki ngā mahi e hāngai 
pū ana ki tōna ao. Rangatira ana ia i 
a rāua.

 
Kua taunga hoki ki ngā whakahaerenga 
o ngā pamu o Whāngārā, Tapuwae 
Whitiwhiti Incorporation me Gisborne 
Holdings Limited.  I mua i noho hei 
mema mo te komiti, hei hiamana 
hoki mo Te Tapuwae o Rongokako 
Marine Reserve. E whakapono ana ia  
nā ēnei mahi i whakakoi tōna momo 
tōkeketanga, ki te āta whakarongo, 
ki te whakatau kaupapa.

E mihi nui ana ki tōna whānau i kaha 
ki te  tautoko me ngā āwhinatanga 
ā ngā kaporeihanga, te taha ture o 
Tūranganui me te katoa i tutuki pai 
ai āna i ōati. 

“Mā ō mahi ka kitea koe e te ao, e 
tō iwi Māori” 

  (Ngoingoi Pewhairangi)

FEATURE INSIDE TODAY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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‘ The health and wellbeing 
of communities has to be 
a key consideration for 
event, not just the health 
and safety of festival-goers, 
performers and workers ’   
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THE redevelopment of the 
John Heikell grandstand at 
Rugby Park is a step closer 
after the final packing-up 
of the Poverty Bay Rugby 
Football Union committee room 
including memorabilia.

With a Rongowhakaata-led 
blessing to be held tomorrow 
and work starting on Wednesday, 
an incredible array of jerseys, 
caps, ties, photos, plaques, gifts 
from travelling teams, newspaper 
clippings and documents was 
packed up for secure storage 
during the construction period.

Project chief executive Dana 
Kirkpatrick said work was 
starting about a week earlier 
than planned due to availability 
of contractors. 

“The team could fit us  . . . 
and so the union staff worked 
really hard to get everything out 
of the stand in time so we can 
meet our deadline start date of 
December 10 a few days early.

“We must thank Jude Allen 
who was such a great help in 
packing away the contents of 
the committee room and the 
supporters room so we can 
find it all and redisplay it in 
some way in the redeveloped 
building.”

The grandstand is an 
$8 million project funded 
through the Covid-19 Response 
and Recovery Fund administered 
by Kānoa - Regional Economic 
Development & Investment 
Unit.

Early start to 
grandstand
redevelopment

MEMORY LANE: Poverty Bay Rugby Football Union chief executive Josh Willoughby with a photo of the 1905 
Turanganui Football Club team, former PBRFU board member, coach, player and contributor Grant Allen with 
mascot Willie Weka and Jude Allen holding up an All Black jersey worn by Maurice Brownlie during his All Black 
tenure from 1922 until 1928. These were among the array of memorabilia packed up from the committee room 
at Rugby Park before work starts this week on the $8 million grandstand redevelopment. The ball (left) on the 
table is from the first game of the infamous 1981 Springboks tour  played at Rugby Park.   Picture by Liam Clayton

NZ AWARD TO FAB ONE
‘A COMMITMENT TO BUILT-EXCELLENCE’: This 
Gisborne house on a hilltop in outer Kaiti won 
the  new homes $450,000 to $600,000 national 
category section at the Registered Master 
Builders House of the Year national awards 
held virtually on Friday. The house was built by 
Gisborne company DStevens. 

Picture by Russell Kleyn

A GISBORNE house has landed one of the 
major honours at the Registered Master Builders 
House of the Year national awards.

Building company DStevens’ entry, named 
FAB ONE, was announced the national category 
winner for new homes $450,000 to $600,000 in 
the awards announced online on Friday.

“The hilltop views are a real standout of this 
well-located and functional home,” judges said.

“It has been built with a 45-square-metre 
footprint and is two storeys. This layout gave the 
builder the ability to create a double-height living 
space, which has resulted in amazing light and 
great ventilation. 

“To ensure a warm and peaceful home, extra 
high insulation levels have been incorporated 
into the walls and rafters. The skilfully-fitted 
vertical weatherboards add real personality to 
this home.”

FAB ONE was designed by Wellington 
architects Bonnifait + Giesen. The 89 sqm, two-
bedroom property was built on an elevated site 
overlooking Gisborne city.

The house was prefabricated/constructed in 
two 45sqm sections at DStevens workshops, 
then transported to site by CR Taylor and 
assembled by DStevens to be finished.

“Congratulations to all the homes that were 

awarded at the NZ House of the Year,” DStevens 
managing director Peter Stevens said.

“It is such an honour to showcase our work 
alongside New Zealand’s top residential builds. 

“I am so proud of our team at DStevens, 
the wider project team, our subcontractors 
and suppliers, and all the mahi that went into 
creating this beautiful home. 

“It is a privilege to represent Gisborne at a 
national level and we thank our wonderful client 
for trusting DStevens to bring your vision to life. 

“FAB ONE is a great example of what a small 
house with a modest budget can be. The house 
is a humble dwelling of simple form, beautiful 

materials and innovative construction that sits 
proudly within its natural environment.

“It is very rewarding to see our exceptionally 
talented team at DStevens be recognised 
for their extraordinary work. This award is 
an incredible acknowledgement of all the 
craftsmanship and attention to detail that goes 
into our projects. 

“We have a deep heritage in construction. 
For over 65 years we have been building 
beautiful homes and spaces. We don’t build in 
the pursuit of awards but we’re proud of what 
these honours signify — a commitment to built-
excellence.”



Looking forward to next phases of summit project

WITH Tairāwhiti expected to enter 
the red stage of the Government’s new 
Covid Protection Framework, public 
access to the East Cape Lighthouse 
has been suspended “effective 
immediately”.

A statement issued by Rena Kohere 
on behalf of the Kohere whanau 
said the decision was made after 
discussions with the community.

Access to the lighthouse is across 
privately-owned Māori land.

“We have made the decision to close 
access to the East Cape Lighthouse 
to help prevent the spread of Covid-19 
in Aotearoa as the country moves out 
of alert levels and into the Protection 
Framework (traffic light system).

“We know that many love to visit 
the East Cape Lighthouse, especially 
for the sunrise and New Year’s Day, 
but we will not be able to host you this 
summer. 

“Mana whenua (customary authority) 
and our wider community in the isolated 
area of Te Araroa do not feel ready to 
receive visitors as we are an at-risk 
area, we still have low vaccination rates 

and we need to limit pressure on our 
health services across the East Coast.

“Māori health providers, marae, and 
hapū have been working tirelessly 
to get our people vaccinated. Those 
efforts continue and we are asking for 
the summer to increase those rates so 
that we can be in a better position to 
protect our community when we decide 
to reopen access.

“The lighthouse closure follows 
recent announcements from Te 
Runanganui o Ngāti Porou and Te 
Whānau-a-Apanui asking people not to 
visit the area over the summer while we 
continue in our efforts to vaccinate and 
arm our people with the best protection 
against Covid-19.

“We are asking people to please 
respect this decision, and we assure 
future visitors to the region that it will 
be reopened once our community feels 
it is safe to do so.

“The decision to close off access has 
been discussed within our whānau and 
our community and is the best course 
of action that we can take to support 
and care for our community.”

LIGHTHOUSE 
ROAD CLOSED

FROM PAGE 1

THE proposed design for Te Panuku Tū, the 
multi-purpose building at the summit of Titirangi/
Kaiti Hill has been made public.

The project, a partnership between Ngāti 
Oneone and Gisborne District Council, has been 
carefully designed to reflect the connection 
between mana whenua (customary authority), 
the maunga (mountain) and the sky, while 
incorporating feedback from community 
consultation. 

Ngāti Oneone chair Charlotte Gibson says 
Ngāti Oneone sees collaboration on the design of 

Te Panuku Tū as a natural partnership under their 
agreement with the council in managing Titirangi. 

“We have enjoyed working with council 
designers Isthmus Group and believe the design 
of the building truly reflects who we are as a 
people and a community,” Ms Gibson said.

“We look forward to the next phases of the 
project and bringing the vision to fruition for all 
to enjoy.”

An outdoor seating area will be located to the 
east of the building, which will also contain a 
public outdoor-accessible toilet..

Over 400 submissions were received during 
community consultation in 2018. 

Most respondents supported the idea of 
a multi-purpose building with panoramic 
viewpoints, cultural storytelling, a public toilet 
and improved landscaping.

The project is part of the Navigate Tairāwhiti 
programme, which includes the Te Maro and 
inner harbour redevelopment and Puhi Kai Iti/
Cook Landing Site upgrade.

The maunga has undergone significant 
restoration and upgrades recently, including 
the planting of thousands of native trees, 
implementation of a one-way traffic system and 
improved access for vehicles and pedestrians.

Council chief executive Nedine Thatcher 

Swann is confident external funding will be found 
to pay for the facility, which will be a taonga 
(treasure) for mana whenua and the whole 
community for generations to come.

The Government reduced its original funding 
for the Panuku Tu/Titirangi Summit project from 
$6.1m to $1.037m after the Covid-19 outbreak.

“Our government partners have kindly 
funded the design and development stage of the 
project,” Ms Thatcher Swann said.

“We’re working hard to find funding to make 
this amazing facility become a reality.”

 The project is at resource consent stage, 
which has been publicly notified.

A SEARCH ended this morning for a 
man missing from where he lived in a flat in 
Atkinson Street in Mangapapa when he was 
found safe and well in Opotiki.

There were concerns for the missing 
24-year-old, who had gone out at around 
6.30am yesterday to look for his dog.

The dog returned later in the day but the 
man did not.

“His flatmates put up a Facebook post 
about him and they and others went looking 
for him yesterday,” a police spokesman said 
this morning.

They also advised police.
“The person who posted him missing, 

posted this morning that he had been found 
safe and well. He had spent the night at a 
backpackers in Opotiki.”  

Missing man found 
in Opotiki after 
searching for dog

LATEST test results for Gisborne’s 
wastewater have come back negative’ for 
Covid-19 Delta.

The Institute of Environmental Science 
and Research this morning reported that 
last week’s two sewage tests for Gisborne 
came back as ‘no detection’ — negative.

The tests were done on Monday and 
Wednesday. It was the third week without 
a Delta positive result from the Gisborne 
wastewater.

Further testing will be done this week. 

Negative Covid tests

When asked if they had considered 
holding the event in Auckland or other 
locations that had a 90 percent vaccination 
rate by December 30, R&V organisers said 
they had made some inquiries but there was 
no suitable venue that could recreate the 
unique R&V setting and vibe, and now there 
was just not enough time, the statement said.

Two-and-a-half-thousand R&V tickets 
had been refunded as a consequence of 
festival organisers stating people need to be 
double vaccinated to attend the festival.

Mr Spillane, told iwi that Live Nation, 
R&V owners and management were keen 
to develop an ongoing relationship with the 
local iwi. 

He admitted they had been slow in 

engaging with iwi and a dialogue was well 
overdue.

Tai Kerekere — the Parihimanihi Marae 
representative on the Te Aitanga a Mahaki 
board — said their marae and hapu were 
feeling “a bit aggrieved” by the lack of direct 
approach to them as mana whenua of 
Waiohika (the festival is held at Waiohika 
Estate) and the discontinuation of their kapa. 
Waihirere has been part of the pohiri at 
previous festivals.

Toitu Tairāwhiti iwi appreciated the 
opportunity to directly advise R&V 
organisers that they believed this year’s R&V 
festival should be cancelled. 

Pene Brown said iwi “are obligated to make 
a stand on the festival, noting the concerns 
of our whānau, the petitions circulating in 
the community (against the festival going 

ahead) and our obligation as mana whenua 
to protect our lands, our people and our 
community.

 Live Nation representatives said they were 
pleased to begin a conversation with local iwi 
to hear iwi views on this year’s festival and to 
outline the proactive steps they were taking 
to try to make the festival a safe, enjoyable 
and viable one.

A follow-up meeting is to be held once 
the Government announces details regarding 
the traffic light systems and further clarifies 
underwriting cancelled events and festivals.

A Rhythm and Vines spokesman said 
organisers were working collaboratively 
and closely with the Gisborne community, 
key stakeholders and local authorities, and 
expected to provide an update on plans in 
due course.

Dialogue ‘well overdue’
FROM PAGE 1

THE Trust Tairawhiti Eastland Rescue 
Helicopter team had a busy weekend with 
call-outs to a horse riding accident, vehicle 
crashes on the East Coast and Opotiki, and 
several medical-related flights. 

On Saturday at around 8.45am, they were 
called to Matokitoki Valley where a male 
was injured in a horse-riding accident.

“He was winched into the rescue 
helicopter and stabilised by our intensive 
care paramedic, then taken to Gisborne 
Hospital for further treatment,” a chopper 
spokeswoman said.

At around 2.30pm that day, the crew 
responded to a vehicle crash in Te Puia 
Springs.

“Once the crew arrived, our intensive care 
paramedic assisted local firefighters and St 
John ambulance crews with the extraction 
of a patient out of the vehicle. The male and 
female passengers were flown to Gisborne 
Hospital for further treatment.”

On Sunday at 11am, the team were tasked 
by Gisborne Hospital to transfer a male 
patient to Waikato Hospital for further 
specialist care.

“Once the crew had completed the 
transfer and were returning to Gisborne 
when over Rotorua they were re-tasked 
to an MVA (motor vehicle accident) in 
Opotiki. When they arrived, they flew the 
sole male passenger to Whakatane Hospital 
for further treatment.”

Busy rescue 
chopper crew 
clock up the k’s 
over weekend

‘ We are asking people to please respect this decision, 
and we assure future visitors to the region that it will be 
reopened once our community feels it is safe to do so ’  
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by Murray Robertson

FULL weekend surf lifesaving 
patrols start next weekend in 
the city and out at Wainui. 

Beachgoers are being urged 
to swim between the flags on 
local patrolled beaches.

The Gisborne clubs 
have been patrolling from 
10am-12noon on Sundays since 
November 7 to watch over 
their nipper programmes, but 
from this Saturday full patrol 
operations begin at weekends.

Kaiaponi Farms Waikanae 
will operate from 1pm-5pm 
Saturdays and 10am-5pm 
Sundays through until March 
13.

Dawson Building Midway will 
operate over the same basic 
timeframe, the only difference 
being their Sunday patrols  from 
9.30am-5pm, also until March 
13.

Riversun Wainui will patrol from 
1pm-5.30pm on Saturdays and 
1pm-5.30pm on Sundays, through 
until March 6.

Tolaga Bay started patrols at 
the weekend, and will operate 
through to December 19. Then the 
Regional Guard Service kicks in 
and runs for seven days a week 

through to January 7, 10am–6pm.
After that Tolaga Bay will 

operate on Saturdays and 
Sundays 1pm–5pm until the end 
of January.

Ngati Porou SLSC at Hicks 
Bay will run from January 9 to 
Sunday January 30, Saturdays 
and Sundays 1pm–5pm.

The Regional Lifeguard Service 
on the city beaches and at Wainui 
begin on December 20, Monday 
to Friday 10am–6pm through to 
Friday January 21.

“With the weather warming 
and that summer feeling starting 
to settle on Tairāwhiti please 
remember to swim at a patrolled 

beach when possible,” said 
SLSNZ club development officer 
Sonia Keepa.

“Look out for the red and 
yellow flags on the beaches and 
clubhouses that indicate the 
lifeguards are on duty.

“A few reminders as we look to 
head to the water — never swim 
alone, stay within your limits, 
and always keep young children 
within arm’s length at their depth, 
not the adult’s,” she said.

“Remember the 3Rs if you get 
caught in a rip — RAISE your 
hand, RELAX and float with the 
current to RIDE the rip.

“With the strong north-
west winds that are a regular 
occurrence at this time of year 
please know your limits when 
venturing out on water craft such 
as kayaks and small boats. Wear 
a lifejacket and have a form of 
communication. 

“The strong winds can very 
quickly take you out further than 
expected,” Mrs Keepa said.

“Also check the weather before 
heading out on to the water as 
things can change quickly and 
catch you unprepared.

“If you see someone in trouble 
in the water please call 111 and 
ask for the police.” 

Surf lifesaving teams out on patrol

FULL PATROLS: Summer surf lifesaving patrols started at 
Tolaga Bay this weekend, and the Gisborne clubs Waikanae, 
Midway and Wainui begin their full day Saturday and Sunday 
patrols from next weekend.                        File picture   

by Akula Sharma

Long-awaited haemodialysis units 
have arrived at te Puia Springs Hospital. 

it comes as a huge relief to Joe and 
amita Moana, who for three years have 
been commuting daily to gisborne 
Hospital for Joe’s haemodialysis.

amita said the daily trips were a strain 
on the family because they consumed a 
good part of the day.

“now it only takes us about 10 minutes . 
. . the machine is just up the road.”

Joe spent two and a half months at 
waikato Hospital learning how to use the 
machine and to do his own dialysis.

“the hardest piece for me was the 
venous needle (inserting needle into the 
vein),” he said. 

“when i was in gisborne i swore i 
would never do this but you get used to it. 
i had a good nurse and trainers who helped 
me.”

Joe did it “for his family”, said amita. 
He could not have the unit at home 

because the process needs a continuous 
flow of water through the machine and 
they have tank supply. 

“we are really thankful to the hospital 
and the team for allowing us to come here 
for the service.”

another dialysis patient Haapi Maxwell 
said there had been limited options for 
whānau on the east Coast.

“we either have to go to waikato or to 
gisborne Hospital for one of the machines. 
it made sense to have some machines at te 
Puia. 

“if we were to set up at our homes there 
would be a cost, to get bigger tanks to 
collect more rainwaters. 

“when i discussed this with Rose 
Kahaki (ngati Porou Hauora chief 
executive”, she felt the same way.”

te Puia Springs Hospital gP dr Helen 
gardyne said two patients were using the 
new units and “others coming next year”. 

it was wonderful to have the opportunity 
to provide this service for whānau, said 
hospital services manager gwynette ahmu.

“they normally would be travelling an 
hour to an hour-and-a-half each way (three 
hour round trip) four times a day. 

“they are very tired after they’ve gone 
through a dialysis. 

“they trained at waikato Hospital for 
10-12 weeks to be able to do self-dialysis. 
You actually need to meet the criteria to 
haemodialysis, because you are doing it all 
yourself. 

“there’s a criteria depending on your 
condition of renal failure at that time. 

“Basically it’s just like having it in their 
own home except at hospital we know 
the control of the water and we can also 
facilitate the continuous power which 
is absolutely critical for having a haemo 
dialysis machine to keep working.

“the conversation started about two 

years ago and i guess the real big decisions 
came a year ago. working with waikato 
Hospital, gisborne Hospital, and with our 
whānau we were able to get this service 
here.”

the service was funded by waikato, 
ngati Porou Hauora and Hauora 
tairāwhiti. the machines came from 
waikato. 

the set-up at te Puia Springs Hospital 
is for two units, but there is a spare unit 
“should we need it”.

in haemodialysis, an artificial kidney 
(haemodialyser) is used to remove waste, 
extra chemicals and fluid from blood. 

to get blood into the artificial kidney, 
the doctor makes an access (entrance) 
into blood vessels. this is done by minor 
surgery to the arm or leg.

Daily commute over

DO IT YOURSELF: Joe Moana with help from his wife Amita, uses the newly 
installed haemo-dialysis Unit at Te Puia Springs Hospital. He waited three years for 
the service to come closer to his home.

Picture by Paul Rickard

Great relief at arrival of self-dialysis unit 

ATKINS, Anthony
Joseph (Axe Dog). —
Passed away suddenly,
on 27th November
2021, aged 57 years.
Loved Partner and
Soulmate of Margaret,
Treasured father, grand-
father, brother and
uncle. Fly high with
your sons Pundi and
Bonus. Gonna be sorely
missed and forever
loved and cherished.
Mum loves and misses
you all, see you when I
get there.
   Axe will lie at 24
Edison Street, Gisborne
until Tuesday 30th
November, where his
funeral service will be
held at 8am, followed
by private cremation.

Stonehaven, Proudly
making a difference.

BATES, Valerie Joy
(Val). — Passed
peacefully, surrounded
by family, on Saturday
27th November 2021,
aged 91 years. Beloved
wife of the late Gordon.
Dearly loved Mum and
mother-in-law of Ross
and Helen, Sue and
John, Annette, Chris
and Kevin, Paul and
Sheryl, Helen and
Marty. Dearly loved
Nana to all her grand-
children, great-grand-
children, and great
great-grandchildren.
   Val’s service will be
held at St Mary’sStar of
the Sea Catholic
Church, Gisborne, on
Wednesday 1st
December at 11am,
followed by interment
at Taruheru Lawn
Cemetery.
- Evans Funeral
Service Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

GOODWIN,
Campbell Allan. —
Passed peacefully, after
a short illness, on
Sunday 28th November
2021, aged 85 years.
Loved husband of
Marion. Father of Daryl
and Chriss, Derek and
Bernice. Much-loved
Grandad of Melanie,
Jamie, Kayla and
Carlos. Great-grand-
father to Elsie.
   Campbell’s service
will be held at Evans
Chapel, Ormond Road,
Gisborne, on Tuesday
30th November at
2.30pm, followed by
private cremation.
- Evans Funeral
Service Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

TUAPAWA, Molly. —
Dearly loved sister of
the late Horowai and
Kiri Campbell, and
much-loved Aunty of
Donna, Selwyn,
Charles, Lawrence and
Renee. We will miss
your beautiful smile
Molly. Rest in eternal
peace.

SHERRATT, Rocky.
— On 25th November
2021, peacefully on the
farm, surrounded by his
loving family and
animals. Dearly loved
son of Tom and Lisa.
Loved brother to Jonty
and Tristan. Loved
grandson of Tim and Di
Sherratt, Therese
Anders and Trevor
Anders.
Special thanks to
everyone who has
supported us over the
past year with Rocky,
with their love and
support.
   Due to COVID
restrictions a private
family celebration of
Rocky’s life will be
held. A livestream of
Rocky’s service will be
screening at Evans
Chapel, Ormond Road
or via the website
www.evansfuneral.co.
nz at 11am on Tuesday
30th November. In lieu
of flowers, donations to
Starship Hospital https:
//starship.org.nz/
foundation/donate or
Brain Cancer Research
– enquiries@thebrain
tumourcharity.org
would be appreciated.
“Heaven has gained the
most brightest and
sweetest Angel. Rest in
Peace Rocky.”
- Evans Funeral
Service Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

TUAPAWA, Pirihira
Cilla (nee  Campbell).
— On Friday the 26th
of November 2021. It is
with a heavy heart we
inform you of the
passing of a loved Wife
to Ken. Mother to Kelly
(dec), Shony and
Curtis. Sister, Mother-
in-law, Aunty, Nanny
to all of her 18
Grandchildren, 6 Great-
Mokopuna, who was
surrounded by loved
ones at home, as she
took her final breath.
   Cilla is lying at her
home address 140
Herschell Road, Outer
Kaiti, where a funeral
service will be held on
Wednesday 1st of
December at 11am,
followed by interment
at the Taruheru
Cemetery.
Stonehaven - Proudly
making a difference.

WILLERS, Kristina
(Tina) Maree. —
2.10.1961 - 27.11.2021.
Passed away peacefully
on Saturday 27
November. Dearly
loved wife and soul-
mate of Graham. Loved
Mum and Mum-in-law
of Tracey and Dion,
Kiley and Anton, Scott
and Jacque (Australia),
Blair and Emily.
Cherished Nana of
Kaleb, Seth, Koby and
Liam. Daughter of Jim
and Dianne Redstone.
Sister of Tony, Debbie,
Tania. Finally at peace
and in Heaven with her
father Jim.
   A Service will be
held at Evans Chapel,
Ormond Road at 11am
on Saturday 4th
December.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz
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A MAN breached community work 
because he found it difficult to get to the 
centre and feared going because he and 
his family had not been vaccinated against 
Covid-19, Gisborne District Court was told.

Brendan Clifton McIlroy, 36, appeared 
for sentence for breaching a police safety 
order by being in possession of a slug gun. 
But the probation service also alerted the 
court to McIlroy’s almost total neglect of a 
community work sentence imposed in 2019.

He had completed only 13 hours of the 
150-hour sentence.

Judge Turitea Bolstad noted she had 
previously warned McIlroy she would jail him 
if he did not do the work sentence. However, 
she accepted he struggled with compliance 
and needed some help generally.

She granted an oral application by the 
probation service for the sentence to be 
reviewed, and replaced it with one of 15 
months intensive supervision.  

She ordered judicial monitoring for 
McIlroy every three months to check his 
compliance.

The sentence also covered the safety 
order breach. The judge directed police 
could have the gun involved in the incident  
destroyed. 
   Counsel Nicola Wright told the court 
McIlroy and his partner were in joint 
possession of the slug gun but police 
removed it from the property when they 
came around to serve McIlroy with a safety 
order. Police intended to return the gun in 
five days’ time but McIlroy was charged 
during that time for breaching the order.

Only few hours 
of sentence 
completed

by Jack Marshall

NOT Covid-19 nor this 
month’s torrential rain could 
stop the She Shed Tour going 
ahead yesterday. Sunday strollers 
made their way through artists’ 
homes to see dozens of artists’ 
work.

Holly Howman Evans, one of 
the organisers and artists, said 
the weather turned it on with 
a “beautiful day and a lovely 
breeze”.

“It was absolutely stupendous. 
It was just an amazing day of a 
continual flow of people, all the 
way from 9am until after 5pm.

“People were loving it, there 
was a great diversity on the tour 
with so many talented women.”

The She Shed Tour celebrates 
creative women and their spaces 
in Wainui, Okitu and Makorori, 
with over 40 artists exhibiting.

On top of showing off locally 
made art, the tour raised around 
$10,000 for Cystic Fibrosis New 
Zealand from the takings.

The donation would have 
been higher but the organisers 
dropped their ticket sales from 
1200 down to 900 so they were 
sure they could comply with the 
Alert Level 2 rules.

Evans said everyone was very 
respectful and people kept a 
safe distance with the Covid-19 
protocols.

Now six years running, She 
Shed continues to bring in the 
punters, raise money for charity, 
and push artists to create new 
pieces every year.

“The feedback is that people 
just love it. They get inspired.” 
She Shed organiser Cheryl 
Scott said.

Ticket sales also fund the 
Peggy Ericson She Shed 
Scholarship for a female student 
studying art at tertiary level. 

The scholarship was renamed 
in honour of Ericson, a founder 
of the tour, who passed away 
this year.

This year Te Kotuku 
Tangohau-Brown nabbed the 
award and is heading off to 
Toihoukura School of Maori 
Visual Art & Design next year.

Anyone who wins the award 
can exhibit on the tour after 
winning the scholarship.

The organisers gave a big 
thank you to the volunteers who 
counted people in and out of 
the venues, the public, the team, 
the artists and everyone else 
involved.

‘Absolutely 
stupendous’

MOSAIC QUEEN: Cheryl Scott was thankful the tour was able 
to happen despite the restrictions in place. 

COASTAL ART: Lanie Wilton’s art explores beach scenes on 
canvas, reclaimed wood, and even surfboard blanks.

SUNNY DISPOSITION: Holly Howman Evans said She Shed 
was a stupendous success with the weather turning it on for 
the public.

GARDENS AND ART: Artists shared spaces at yesterday’s 
She Shed tour, with paintings and quilted items on the lawn 
at mosaic artist Cheryl Scott’s property in LloydGeorge Road, 
Wainui.                                                Pictures by Ben Cowper

She Shed artists’ tour 
triumph for organisers
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38371-09

75 Customhouse St
Phone (06) 867 7411 or 0508 3RIVERS
Afterhours call Healthline 0800 611 116

3rivers.co.nz

Delta Alert Level 2
Three Rivers Medical continues to 
use mainly telephone consultations. 
Please don’t come to the clinic unless 
you are asked to. Instead, you can ring 
and book your appointments on 0508 
3RIVERS and a GP or nurse will call you 
back at or around the agreed time. If 
you are asked to attend the clinic you 
must wear a mask at all times, even 
while in your car. Normal weekday and 
weekend charges will apply for phone 
consultations and prescriptions. Phone 
reception for childhood immunisations 
(which have resumed by appointment 
only); or queries around cervical and 
CVRA screening. Please note, our 
staff and telephone system are under 
pressure with the increase in volume of 
queries and telephone consultations. 
We appreciate your patience during this 
time. Thank you for helping us unite 
against COVID-19.

Visit www.healthy.org.nz  

for the latest Covid-19 advice

Opening hours
9am-8pm weekdays 

9am-1pm then 2pm-6pm 
weekends and public holidays



by Rowan Quinn and  
Jane Patterson, RNZ

AUCKLAND — Auckland’s 
Covid-19 outbreak looks to have 
peaked but a leading data modeller 
is warning that the situation could 
change as the traffic light system is 
introduced.

Te Pūnaha Matatini’s professor 
Michael Plank said case numbers 
appear to have peaked a few days ago.

“Case numbers have started to inch 
downwards. We have seen that as the 
vaccine coverage has increased, the 
rate of the virus spread has gradually 
come down,” he said.

Cabinet will today confirm the 
country’s move to the new  
Covid-19 protection framework on 
Friday, which will mean areas that 
have been under alert level restrictions 
are more open for business.

Vaccine passes, masks and scanning 
will instead be used to try to control 
the spread and, in the event of 
outbreaks, there could be further 
distancing and gathering limits or 
even regional lockdowns.

Plank said it was unclear how the 
traffic light changes would impact the 
outbreak.

“Things are very finely balanced at 
the moment so it wouldn’t take much 
of an increase in contact to push the 
R number above 1 and we would start 
to see cases increase again,” he said.

A particular worry was how the 
virus will spread among Māori 
communities with lower vaccination 
rates, he said. It had the potential 
to take off and more effort must be 
made to increase rates.

In the Counties Manukau area of 

Auckland, only 69 percent of Māori 
were fully vaccinated compared with 
89 percent of all Aucklanders.

Clinical director of the city’s 
vaccination programme, Dr Anthony 
Jordan, was giving inoculations 
yesterday with a team from 
Manurewa Marae.

There were 172 people vaccinated, 
which was excellent for this late in 
the programme, he said.

Epidemiologist Rod Jackson said 
the push for high rates must continue 
into the high 90 percent level.

He agreed it was unclear what 
the impact of the new Covid-19 
protection framework would be.

“The virus will do what it wants 
to do, the virus doesn’t follow traffic 
rules, it doesn’t follow roadways,” he 
said.

He was worried there could be 
spread in schools before the end of 
the term.

“If we make it through to the end 
of school, I think we will be OK for 
summer unless this new variant rears 
its ugly head,” he said.

Australia confirmed its first two 
cases of the new Omicron variant on 
Sunday.

The mutated variant is causing 
fear around the world, but it is so far 
unclear how infectious it will be and 
whether vaccines will be less effective 
against it.

Plank said New Zealand was in a 
good position to deal with Omicron.

“We still have very strong border 
controls and testing systems so if and 
when this variant does arrive at our 
border hopefully we should be able to 
pick it up very quickly and respond, 
he said.

‘Virus doesn’t follow rules’

WELLINGTON — First-term 
MP Christopher Luxon has put 
his hat in the ring for the National 
Party leadership and is believed to 
have the edge when it comes to 
numbers, but talks with some MPs 
are ongoing.

Only former leader Simon 
Bridges has openly declared his 
candidacy.

Luxon had not confirmed 
whether he would enter the 
race, which opened up last 
Thursday when then-leader Judith 

Collins was ousted following a 
no-confidence vote.

Pro-Luxon MPs had been trying 
to talk him into running, and 
former leader John Key was also 
making the case over the weekend 
in conversations with MPs.

Now, it appears Luxon has made 
up his mind, and has the edge on 
numbers.

Luxon has said he will not 
comment on the leadership race 
until after caucus meets to elect 
the leader tomorrow afternoon.

Caucus has expressed a 
preference that the contest not go 
down to an election on Tuesday, 
and that the candidates winnow 
themselves down to one who will 
effectively be anointed at that 
meeting.

But this would require a deal 
to be done between the two 
frontrunners behind the scenes, 
possibly involving Bridges being 
given the finance portfolio.

As of this morning, no such deal 
had been done. — NZ Herald

Luxon may have the edge in battle for top spot

WELLINGTON — Cabinet will 
decide the country’s traffic light 
settings today, although it has 
already been announced that 
Auckland will enter the system on 
Friday at red, and no region will go 
into the lowest setting, green.

Vaccination rates are a key 
factor for the rest of the country, 
with Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
saying regions where more than 
90 percent of eligible people are 
double vaccinated would go to 
orange. Below that, they risked 
going into the more restrictive red.

The Government said at the 
start of the month it wanted all 
three of Auckland’s district health 
board areas to be 90 percent fully 
vaccinated before it moved to the 
traffic light system.

Auckland District Health Board 
has passed that threshold, at 
92 percent, Waitematā is on 89 
percent and Counties Manukau is 
at 86 percent.

Based on Ministry of Health 
weekend figures, district health 
boards still below 80 percent 
with active cases were Northland 

and Lakes. Elsewhere — with no 
recorded cases but with double 
dose rates lower than 80 percent 
— were Tairāwhiti, Whanganui and 
West Coast.

Whether the emergence of 
Omicron would have any impact 
on Cabinet’s decision for the 
transition was not yet clear, but 
it had already had immediate 
consequences for travellers from a 
number of African countries to New 
Zealand and other countries were 
now taking more drastic action at 
the border. — RNZ

Cabinet to confirm next step

VACCINE COVERAGE INCREASING: There were 144 new cases of Covid-19 in the community 
yesterday. Events were held around Auckland to reach those who were still hesitant about the 
vaccination.  NZ Herald picture

Case numbers decline but concerns rise over traffic light framework

AUCKLAND — A police officer 
has been seriously injured after 
being struck by a vehicle while 
laying down spikes to stop it.

Emergency services were called 
to the intersection of Great North 
Road and Fruitvale Road in New 
Lynn, West Auckland, after reports 
a person had been hit by a car just 
after 11pm last night.

Police confirmed the officer had 
been laying down spikes in an 
attempt to stop a vehicle when it 
was allegedly turned and aimed at 
him.

The officers had been responding 

to a burglary at a commercial 
property on Great North Road.

Waitematā District Commander 
Superintendent Naila Hassan said 
the incident would have been 
“incredibly traumatic” for the 
officers involved.

“This type of behaviour is deeply 
concerning and shows the danger 
and risk that our officers face every 
day.”

The nature of the officer’s injuries 
are not known. Authorities said he 
is in a serious but stable condition 
and is expected to undergo surgery 
today. — NZ Herald

Officer hit by fleeing driver
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UPCOMING NGATI POROU HAUORA

VACCINATION CLINICS
EAST COAST NOV-DEC

MOBILE CLINICCLINICS

Sat 27 Nov 11am-1pm George Nepia Park, 
Rangitukia

5:30pm-9:30pm Manutahi Arts Festival, 
Ruatoria

Mon 29 Nov 9am-12pm Te Papa Takaro o 
Wharekahika

Tue 30 Nov 9am-12pm Tolaga Bay Area School

Wed 01 Dec 9:30am-12pm Waipiro Pakeke Day

Thu 02 Dec 1pm-3pm Roving Bus (Tokomaru)

Fri 03 Dec 1pm-3pm Roving Bus (Te Puia)

9am-12pm

Mon 29 Nov Matakaoa
(06) 864 4801

Tue 30 Nov Uawa 
(06) 862 6650

Wed 01 Dec Ruatoria 
(06) 864 8316

Thu 02 Dec Tokomaru 
(06) 864 6803

Fri 03 Dec Te Puia Springs
 (06) 864 6803

Walk ins welcome! OR you can also call for an appointment on 
(06) 864 6803 or call any of the rural clinics directly.

43765-02

Walk ins welcome!
No appointment needed. 
Bring the whanau.

Need help with transport? 
Call or TXT 021 963 044

CORNER HUXLEY & TYNDALL 
ROADS, TURANGA

10am-4pm
Mon 29 Nov - Fri 03 Dec

KAITI MOBILE CLINIC

Sat 27 Nov 9am-2pm Waikirikiri Park

Sun 28 Nov 12pm-4pm Anzac Park

Mon 29 Nov 4:30pm-7:30pm Kaiti Mall

Tue 30 Nov 4:30pm-7:30pm Ilminster Carpark

Wed 01 Dec 4:30pm-7:30pm Waikirikiri School

Thu 02 Dec 4:30pm-7:30pm London Street Res

TE TINI O POROU

UPCOMING NGATI POROU HAUORA

VACCINATION CLINICS
GISBORNE NOV-DEC

43765-01



AUCKLAND — New Zealanders who 
have been fully vaccinated for more than 
six months will be able to receive their 
booster vaccination from today as cases 
continue to spread across the country.

It comes as two cases of the new 
Omicron variant were announced in 
Australia last night after genomic testing 
confirmed two recent arrivals into Sydney 
were infected with the new strain.

A total 144 new Covid-19 community 
cases were recorded yesterday, spread across 
Auckland, Waikato, Northland, Bay of 
Plenty and Hawke’s Bay.

While the priority is still getting people 
vaccinated, Director General of Health Dr 
Ashley Bloomfield said booster vaccines 
will now be available for anyone who 
received both vaccine doses more than six 
months ago.

“We are particularly keen to make sure 
our healthcare and border workers — who 
are most at risk of coming in contact with 
Covid-19, and older people including 
kaumātua and those in residential care 
are aware that boosters are available from 
Monday, and that they are eligible if they 
completed their course of Pfizer more than 
six months ago.”

Bloomfield said work is under way to 
ensure the booster shots will be available 
the same way the initial two shots are 
available.

Northern Region Health Coordination 
Centre, which runs the vaccine roll-out on 
behalf of Auckland DHBs, will start the 
booster roll-out at aged residential care 
facilities this week at Kenderdine Park 
Rest Home in Papatoetoe.

Bay of Plenty DHB hopes to administer 
around 2000 booster doses by Christmas, 
while Southern DHB is working alongside 
local Māori and Pasifika providers to 
ensure over 65s receive their booster dose.

“There’s no need to rush to get the 
booster. The science shows fully vaccinated 
people remain really well protected from 
infection, and from being seriously ill if 
they do get Covid-19. There is plenty of 
existing stock of the Pfizer vaccine in New 
Zealand and this will not run out.

“And while the booster programme is 
an important next step in our pandemic 
response, increasing the vaccination 

coverage of first and second doses, 
particularly for Māori, Pacific and disabled 
communities, remains our number one 
priority in our nationwide vaccination 
roll-out, particularly with Covid-19 in the 
community and as new strains emerge,” Dr 
Bloomfield said.

People who have received their vaccine 
overseas will be able to receive a booster 
shot in New Zealand. — NZ Herald

Boosters available from today

ROLLING UP THEIR SLEEVES: The Waipareira Trust finally have the necessary 
data to go street by street in Henderson in order to support access to vaccination 
for Covid 19. Mola Kisona is pictured getting her vaccination as Peeni Apelu awaits 
his turn.  NZ Herald picture

AUCKLAND — A church that has been 
considered anti-vax hosted a vaccination 
event on Saturday to encourage remaining 
unvaccinated members to get their first dose — 
and reframe anti-vax perceptions of the church.

Church leaders and members of the Tokaikolo 
‘Ia Kalaisi church in Māngere Bridge lined the 
entranceway to the church, waving the Tongan 
flag as cars beeped and people waved while 
driving past.

A speaker was set up on the front lawn 
of a house nearby, blasting music out to the 
neighbourhood.

The large majority of church members had 
already been vaccinated, said Frank Koloi, 
marketing and communications manager for 
The Fono.

“This church has been perceived in 
mainstream New Zealand as well as the Tongan 
community as not supportive, or anti-vaxxers.

“That’s one of the things the church 
leadership wanted to take place today — is to 
dismiss some of that belief.

“Like many other churches there are 
members that are vocal against vaccination, 
but the large majority of this church’s members 
have already been vaccinated.”

The Fono was approached by the church 
to be the clinical lead for the event after the 
Auckland congregation surveyed its 700 to 
1000 members to find out who had yet to be 
vaccinated.

Most of the 200 members who had not yet 
received their first dose said they would like to 
be vaccinated.

“When it was suggested if they would come 
to a vaccination event here at the church 
grounds, they were excited to join in.” — RNZ

Last-minute rush 

for vaccinations
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Product & Purple Visa Card offers begin 7:30pm online Wednesday 24 November 2021 and 25 November 2021 in store. Product & Purple Visa Card offers end Tuesday 30 November 2021, unless otherwise stated or while stocks last. Personal shoppers only, trade not supplied. †Price Promise terms & conditions are available online,  
visit www.noelleeming.co.nz. +The advertised discounts are off the previous in store ticketed price. Excludes combo package deals and student flyer offers. Flybuys consist of 1 Flybuys for every $50 of cumulative spend at Noel Leeming over a 12-month period. Noel Leeming Flybuys and Flybuys Membership terms & conditions apply.  
Visit www.noelleeming.co.nz/_lybuys for more details. ++Prices shown reflect any discounts and are not discounted further. Excludes combo package deals and student flyer offers. Excludes gift cards ^#All Tech Solutions terms & conditions apply. Any additional work charged at $99 per hour. Ask us in store, pick up a brochure or  
visit www.noelleeming.co.nz for more information. ^^Our Lowest Price Ever refers to the advertised price. Bonus^ item is not available on commercial, insurance or staff sales, or with Flybuys Rewards redemptions. ‡Free helpdesk support is available for up to 30 minutes. See www.noelleeming.co.nz/support for more information. 
#30 months interest free available on finance of $499 and over using Purple Visa Card, a brand of Warehouse Money. All finance is subject to Purple Visa Card Terms and Conditions, credit criteria and rates and fees (including $55 establishment fee and $55 annual fees). Visit purplevisa.co.nz for full Terms and Conditions and Rates 
and Fees. Prevailing interest rate (currently 22.90% p.a.) applies to any outstanding balance on the expiry of the interest free period. Minimum monthly repayments (3% of the outstanding balance or $20, whichever is the greater) must be made during the interest free period. If you make only the minimum monthly payment, you 
will not pay off your interest free transaction amount within the promotional period. So, if you can, always pay more than the minimum amount due. Advertised credit offer is available instore and online and cannot be used in conjunction with any other Noel Leeming promotional offer. Includes Apple Mac, iPad and Apple watch. 
*Excludes Apple iPhones, Drones and Galaxy S and Note mobile phone range. Excludes Noel Leeming Clearance Centres. For more information contact us on 0800 44 44 88.

Visit us in store or call 

0800 HELP NL We’ll match any competitor’s 
price† plus you’ll earn Flybuys

our price promise

noelleeming.co.nz

0800 44 44 88 delivered to your door 
or pick up in store

over 70 stores nationewide

NLGWK17_39633

$119 $223EA

$1358

Smartvu + Android  
TV Dongle

SV11  202711

Jam Live Loud  
True Wireless Headphones

HX-EP410-BK  186814  Selected stores only.

LG 65" 4K LED 2021 Television

204827 

Nokia G20  
Night Blue

206210

Amazon Echo Dot (3rd Gen)  
Smart Speaker with Alexaa

B07PJV9DHV  167969 

$28 $49

whiteware  
& cooking

30%
off

+

up to

50%
off

+

HP OfficeJet 8010E  
All-in-One Printer

228G2D  206867  Props not included.

$99

kitchen appliances

ends 

TOMORROW

black friday
SALESALE

Limited stock • First in first served • No trade supplied



AUCKLAND — A report 
into the deaths of two Auckland 
Covid patients’ in home 
isolation has found there were 
“missed opportunities” that 
contributed to the deaths.

An independent review panel 
released its findings today on 
the two deaths in Auckland that 
happened within days of each 
other earlier this month.

Both people were self-
isolating and living alone at 
the time of their death — one 
person in Mt Eden and the 
other in Manukau.

“The panel also considered 
both deaths were potentially 
preventable and there 
were missed opportunities 
contributing to the outcome,” 
the review concluded. 

The findings have been 
accepted by Northern Region 
Health Coordination Centre 
lead, and Counties Manukau 
Health CEO, Fepulea’i Margie 
Apa.

“We unreservedly accept 
the findings of the review and 
apologise to the whānau for 
the shortfalls in the response 
provided,” she said.

Changes have already been 
introduced into the Community 
Supported Isolation and 
Quarantine (CIQ) system, 
including door-knocking people 
who are unable to be contacted, 
such as those isolating alone.

The review was initiated 
by the Northern Region 
Health Coordination Centre 
(NRHCC) in consultation 
with the Ministry of Health 
following the first death on 
November 3. Families of the 

deceased also had input.
The panel considered both 

deaths were “potentially 
preventable” and “there 
were missed opportunities 
contributing to the outcome”.

It recommended earlier 
assessments of clinical safety, 
welfare needs and mental 
wellbeing of patients in CIQ.

It also suggested a heightened 
focus on the needs of Māori and 
Pasifika specifically.

“It is clear that more could 

have been done and needs to be 
done,” said Apa.

“One of the key areas of 
improvement relates to the 
assessment of individual welfare 
needs and wellbeing, and there 
is extensive work happening 
across the health and social 
sectors, and with our Māori and 
Pacific communities, to support 
a strengthened response.”

NRHCC said changes 
have been made to CIQ in 
the past three weeks, such as 
door knocking people who are 
isolating alone.

They also include the piloting 
of new models with Māori and 
Pacific providers, immediate 
clinical assessment to quickly 
identify those who are high risk 
and reducing the time taken 
between a positive test and the 
first clinical assessment.

A Hospital in the Home 
initiative across all three 
Auckland district health boards 
for cases needing further health 
support has been established.

The review acknowledges 
the home isolation system was 
established in a short space of 
time. — NZ Herald

Home isolation deaths 
‘potentially preventable’

AUCKLAND — With the country moving to 
the new traffic light system at the end of the 
week, changes have been made behind the 
scenes to help get vaccine passes out.

From Friday the passes will be 
compulsory at some events, businesses and 
gatherings.

Two-thirds of fully-vaccinated New 
Zealanders now have their pass.

Support helplines and inboxes were 
initially overwhelmed by demand from 
people grappling with online applications.

There were 70,000 calls to the 0800 
helpline last Thursday alone.

The Ministry of Health has moved extra 
staff into technical support to run three call 
centres, and extended the centres’ hours to 
8pm.

More than 300 pharmacies are listed on 
Healthpoint as offering vaccinations and 
many of those will also print out or email 
vaccine passes to people.

Some are yet to implement the service, 
so people are being advised to call ahead to 
check. 

Aucklander Ian Rushton would have liked 
that service available at the start.

After a few hiccups he got his pass online, 
but for many of his peers at retirement age, 
the website is in the too-hard basket.

“I know people in my age group who don’t 
even want to know about the internet and 
being online, it’s just too foreign to them.”

“I know others who can do the basics like 
online banking and email but anything new 
like this is a bit out of their depth.” — RNZ

Changes made to 
speed up vaccine 
pass applications

CHANGES NEEDED: As Covid-19 cases rise around the 
country, more people are isolating at home rather than in MIQ 
facilities.  NZ Herald picture
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Wednesday 1 December Bar & Pizza from 5pm
 7pm The Rose Maker (M) FINAL

Thursday 2 December Bar & Pizza from 5pm 
 7pm Breaking Bread

Friday 3 December Bar & Pizza from 4pm
 7pm Falling For Figaro (M)
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733 Aberdeen Road, Gisborne 
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Come and see me for a free 
denture consultation
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• Night guard
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Gun violence soars in Akld
AUCKLAND — A father of two boys, a 

grandfather who loved rugby league and 
a young teenager are among those who 
have been shot and killed in Auckland as 
gun violence and gang wars persist amid 
the Delta community outbreak.

A spate of shootings — some fatal — 
have plagued the streets of West and 
South Auckland in the past three months 
as the city remains under tight Covid-19 
restrictions.

Although latest police data on firearm 
offences show no spike in gun violence 
this year compared with previous years, 
a string of high-profile cases has left 
residents feeling scared.

“They are scared. This was highlighted 
just recently on Yates Road . . . so, of 
course they are scared,” said Manukau 
Ward Councillor Alf Filipaina.

An innocent family moved out of their 
Yates Road home in Mangere East after 
being shot at more than 20 times in what 
police described as a case of mistaken 
identity.

Meanwhile, New Lynn father Robert 
James Hart was fatally shot in broad 
daylight — just one death in a string 
of firearms incidents in the suburb and 
surrounding areas recently.

On Wednesday, a man was hospitalised 
after a violent altercation allegedly 
involving a handgun in Glen Eden, which 
was believed to have been between Head 
Hunter and Comancheros gang members.

Those victims mentioned above were 
just the latest in a growing list of victims 
who had either lost their lives, or been 
injured or threatened, in 916 recorded 
firearms-related offences nationwide, 
between January and October of this 
year.

“That just makes me really sad . . . 
but it also (makes me) really angry that 
we are still seeing community members 
losing their lives as a result of people 
who wish to use and carry firearms,” said 
Cr Filipaina.

More than 570 people had been 
intimidated or threatened by someone 
with a firearm this year, and there had 
been 131 aggravated robberies involving 
firearms, police figures revealed.

Five people had been murdered, 14 
seriously assaulted and 164 grievously 
assaulted in firearms incidents.

Firearms offences made up 11 percent 
of alleged murders this year, 10 percent 
of alleged attempted murders and 13 
percent of alleged aggravated robbery 
offences. 

The figures were from recorded 
incidents, and did not include charges or 
convicted people.

While the figures were similar to the 
previous two years — both racked up 
a total of 1142 firearm offences — a 
recent spate of high-profile shootings in 
Auckland had heightened fears among 
locals.

“You’re more wary of cars going past 
on the street now — especially at night,” 
one Mangere East resident, who wished 
to remain anonymous, told The New 
Zealand Herald.

He lived on Yates Road where the 
family was targeted within a week of 
another shooting on the street, which 
had allegedly involved a King Cobra 
member.

He said he complained about one 
property to the police.

“People just want these guys out of the 

street. They thought they would be gone 
by now.”

Police Association President Chris 
Cahill said police resources had been 
stretched. “I don’t think anyone would 
argue there have been some significant 
high-profile events, where people are 
getting gunned down on the side of the 
road, and we’ve had several of those 
in Auckland alone. Houses are getting 
shot up — even the wrong houses 
with families in them — those sorts of 
incidents are definitely increasing.”

Since the country moved into lockdown 
on August 17, four people had been shot 
and killed and at least eight others 
injured as a result of firearm offences in 
Auckland.

South Auckland was one area hurting 
after violent crime in recent months.

Otahuhu rugby league stalwart Peter 
Rassmusssen, 75, was gunned down in 
his home in the first week of lockdown. 
Those responsible are still on the run.

A 19-year-old boy, Misiona Talafu 
Petelo, was shot dead in Mangere on 
October 16 and two men who handed 
themselves in to police have been 
charged.

In October, Mars Rakeem, 28, was 
fatally shot in Avondale and a man 
was hospitalised with critical injuries 
after a shooting in New Lynn, leading 
to the arrest of five Head Hunters gang 
members.

“Even though I’ve seen so many police 
officers patrolling around, I still don’t 
feel safe,” a New Lynn resident said.

“It’s not like they are there 24 hours. 
They just drive past (but) maybe in the 
next minute I could get shot.”

Mr Cahill said gun violence had 
not necessarily increased during the 
pandemic, but the current situation 
reflected the ongoing struggle police were 
having with gangs. 

“I think it’s a continuation of gang 
violence and firearms crime that we’ve 
seen recently.”

Police said the recent spate of 
shootings in Auckland “were not random 
events” and most people involved were 
known to each other. There had been 
a higher police visibility around these 
areas as a result of the incidents.

“A number of offenders have been 
charged and put before the Court 
over recent incidents,” said Detective 
Inspector John Sutton from the 
Waitemata CIB.

A police tactical prevention unit was 
established this year in a bid to tackle 
gun violence, in the wake of Constable 
Matthew Hunt’s death.

It would see an additional 200 staff 
complete advanced tactical training 
to AOS-qualified standard, and 2000 
frontline staff trained by next July.

The Government was aiming to pass 
legislation before the end of the year to 
tighten up gun-ownership laws.

“We’ll be keeping a registrar of all 
firearms and if someone is using a 
firearm, they’re going to have to have 
their firearms licence with them and be 
able to demonstrate the firearm is their 
firearm and not someone else’s,” New 
Lynn MP Deborah Russell said.

■  Information on illegal firearms can 
be provided to police by calling 105, 
visiting your local station, or calling 
Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111.

 — The New Zealand Herald

ON PATROL: 
Armed police 
patrolled 
Virgo Place in 
Glen Eden on 
Wednesday after 
an altercation 
allegedly 
involving a 
handgun.  
 NZME picture

AUCKLAND — One person was 
feared dead and, at the time of going to 
press this morning, two or three people 
were also believed to have been injured 
after shots rang out at a Glen Eden 
property.

The incident was still unfolding at 
the time The Gisborne Herald went to 
press.

Armed police had swarmed on the 
property in Danube Lane as thick black 
smoke billowed from the house.

An RNZ reporter at the scene said 
they saw at least seven police vehicles  
surrounding the property and smoke 
could also be seen.

Police officers could be heard yelling 
at a person at the property “drop it, 
drop it — drop your firearm”.

A resident on the street said they 
could see a body lying on the footpath.

It was covered by what appeared to 
be a white sheet, the resident told The 
New Zealand Herald.

“There’s a body covered with a sheet 
just outside. Two police officers are near 
it.

“It’s on the footpath next to a car.”
It was understood at the time of going 

to press this morning that two police 
officers had been injured.

Police were speaking to residents 
while firefighters were hosing down the 
remains of the house that caught fire 
earlier this morning in Danube Lane.

The lane had been cordoned off and 
armed police were continuing to patrol 
the area.

The resident said a police cordon 
remained at the bottom of Danube Lane 
shortly before 11am.

She had been preparing to take her 
children to school when they noticed 
smoke at a house on the street at about 
8.21am. She knew that was the time 
because she had taken a photo.

By 8.29am, armed police had arrived.
“They were armed with shields and 

guns. It looked like the SWAT.”
She said at least two neighbours, 

who attempted to go up to the man 
after realising his house was on fire, 
quickly backed away from him after he 
allegedly yelled at them.

Footage captured by a member of the 
public earlier showed a group of police 
officers tending to someone — who was 
understood to be one of their own — on 
the ground.

A crowd of emergency service 
personnel — police and paramedics — 
were seen picking up the person and 
carrying them to a waiting ambulance.

Police Minister Poto Williams said 
her thoughts were with “the officers 
impacted by the events of this morning”.

“I try to call every officer who gets 
seriously injured on duty . . . (but) these 
are not calls I want to have to make.”

Residents said they heard a volley of 
gunfire and police confirmed shots were 
fired. 

One person who was bleeding in the 
face was escorted from the property and 
treated by waiting ambulance staff.

 — The New Zealand Herald, 
 additional reporting by RNZ

Armed police 
swarm Glen 
Eden property

ONE PERSON FEARED DEAD, 
SEVERAL HURT: Smoke can be seen 
billowing from a property in Glen Eden 
this morning. Image supplied

AUCKLAND — Green MP 
Julie Anne Genter cycled to 
hospital at 2am today while in 
labour, before giving birth to a 
healthy baby girl.

The MP shared the 
impressive birth story on social 
media, with photos showing 
her taking the 10-minute bike 
ride to hospital, arriving at the 
car park and then later with her 
newborn daughter, who was 
born today at 3.04am.

Genter shared the happy 
news with her followers, 
admitting she was not planning 
to cycle while in labour but “it 
did end up happening”.

“My contractions weren’t 
that bad when we left at 2am to 

go to the hospital — although 
they were 2 to 3 minutes apart 
and picking up in intensity by 
the time we arrived 10 minutes 
later. 

“And, amazingly now, we 
have a healthy, happy little one 
sleeping — as is her dad,” the 
Green Party MP wrote.

“Feeling blessed to have had 
excellent care and support from 
a great team, in what turned out 
to be a very fast (and happily 
uncomplicated) birth,” the new 
mum added.

Social media users 
congratulated the cycling 
advocate and new mum on 
the birth of her baby girl and 
were impressed by what was 

undoubtedly an usual birth 
story. — NZ Herald

Green MP cycles to hospital in labour  
at 2am, gives birth to healthy baby girl

IMPRESSIVE BIRTH 
STORY: The happy family 
are pictured above in 
hospital today.  
 Facebook picture
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by Miriam Burrell, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — The country’s 
first shelter dedicated to housing 
pets of family violence survivors 
is bracing for a busy Christmas.

Police predict family violence 
will sharply increase over the 
festive season.

Family harm calls made to 
police last year jumped almost 
8 percent over the Christmas 
period, with police responding to 
16,833 incidences nationwide in 
December and 16,905 in January 
— up from an average of 14,079 
calls a month through the rest of 
the year.

On average, police attended 
one episode of family violence 
every four minutes.

Courtney* was a victim in one 
of those call-outs.

She told The New Zealand 
Herald her neighbours called 
police one Christmas Eve when 
her partner became violent after 
drinking all day and he was 
arrested.

“We weren’t able to spend 
Christmas together and I had to 
lie to my family about where he 
was.

“He was throwing furniture 
around the house and he threw 
the Christmas tree across the 
room.

“We’d just got our cat not long 
before that and he was just a 
little kitten, and he was really 
scared . . . he hid under the bed 
in the bedroom.”

She took her cat and dog into 

Pet Refuge this year shortly after 
leaving her partner, while she 
looked for new accommodation 
for her and her young child.

She said it was a huge help 
knowing there was somewhere 
safe for her pets to be cared for 
temporarily.

Previously, her former partner 
had threatened to give them 
away if she did not return to 
the relationship, or he claimed 
animal control had come to take 
the dog away, she said.

“It’s really hard to leave an 
abusive relationship when you 
do have a pet involved.

“There were times I was 
trying to leave and take the pet 
with me and he wouldn’t let me 
because the pet was like a child 
to him and he would guilt me 
into coming back.

“I didn’t want to give up my 
pets so Pet Refuge was a way 
for me to leave the relationship 
and know that my pets had 
somewhere to go and that I could 
get them back.”

The Auckland-based shelter 
opened in August, offering care 
for animals while their owners 
escaped abuse and relocated to  
new homes.

It was launched by Kids Can 
founder Julie Chapman, who 
said it was a hidden issue.

A 2018 Women’s Refuge survey 
of women whose partners had 
abused or threatened their pets 
found 53 percent delayed leaving  
abusive relationships out of fear 
for their pet or farm animals’ 

safety.
Pet owners nationwide could 

arrange for Pet Refuge to pick 
up their animals at a certain 
time and location that fit in 
with their plan to leave an 
abusive situation. For people 
living elsewhere in the country, 
arrangements could be made to 
have pets transported to the Pet 
Refuge facilities free of charge.

There were 32 animals 
currently being cared for. 

Since the refuge was set up, 54 
animals had been helped — 28 
dogs, 26 cats, one rabbit and one 
horse. Twenty-two have been 
reunited with their owners.

Animals came from all over 
the country to the shelter, and 
could stay as long as the owners 
needed them to.

Shelter staff were qualified 
and trained to help reduce 
trauma that the pets could be 
experiencing.

Pet Refuge was today 
launching its Christmas appeal, 
aiming to raise $200,000.

The money would help to cover 
the cost of blankets, toys and 
exercise equipment, medication 
and transport, and it would pay 
for vets, expert animal carers, 
case workers and support staff.

*Names have been changed for 
privacy reasons.

■  You can donate to Pet Refuge 
here or by calling 09 975 0850.

Refuge braces for hectic period 
Pet shelter prepares for busy Christmas as family violence tipped to spike

CALM BEFORE THE STORM: Up to 31 cats, 16 dogs and 15 small animals can be housed at any 
one time at Pet Refuge.  Picture by Alex Burton
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COMMENT by Theresa Gattung,  
The New Zealand Herald

AUCKLAND — Diversity and inclusion is now 
thankfully a well-embedded concept within New 
Zealand’s businesses and our broader society. 

For the most part, everyone agrees having 
a focus on diversity and inclusion is not only 
morally the right thing to do, it can also bring 
great benefits — with studies the world over 
showing diversity leads to improved financial 
performance, more innovative and creative 
companies, sounder decisions and ultimately 
organisations more reflective and connected to 
their customers or the people they serve.

However, the reality is that in 2021, simply 
having a diverse group of people represented and 
a diversity and inclusion strategy, is really just 
“table stakes”. 

Creating a true sense of inclusion and an 
environment in which people authentically feel 
as if they belong is what we all need to strive for 
now.

In these challenging times, creating a sense of 
belonging and an environment in which people 
can genuinely contribute their whole selves is 
more important than ever. Belonging creates 
environments in which everyone can thrive and 
ensures our businesses and organisations have 
the right talent, skills and wisdom. 

In a world in which we are being called on to 
problem solve, pull together and innovate under 
unprecedented pressures, belonging is the fuel for 
shared strength and resilience that will sustain us 
and see us triumph.

For me, fostering a sense of belonging goes 
back to the principles of manakitanga. Making 
people feel welcome by acknowledging their mana 
through aroha, generosity, hospitality and mutual 
respect. 

But it also hinges on a much firmer measure 
— equity. Until everyone at the table is valued, 
remunerated and represented equally, a true 
sense of belonging for all cannot exist.

Today in Aotearoa, the gender pay gap is 9.1 
percent (calculated using median hourly earnings 
from main wage and salary)*. 

Based on the fact 9.1 percent of the year 
remains, it means that from today, the average 
woman is effectively “working for free” until 2022.

Viewed another way, the 9.1 percent pay gap 
means the average New Zealand woman is only 
paid for 332 days a year, compared to their male 
counterparts. 

This inequality is even worse for Maori and 
Pasifika women, who began “working for free” 
much earlier in the year, with gender pay gaps of 
14.0 percent for Maori women and 20.6 percent 
for Pasifika women.

To mark this regrettable milestone, we 
have called on our Global Women members to, 
symbolically, or for those who choose to, literally, 
“down tools” today and set their out-of-office 
notifications to raise awareness of the pay gap. 

We would like all Kiwis to take note of this 
day and be emboldened to talk about topics like 
pay equity and pay transparency every day until 
equity is achieved.

Of all the complex issues that surround 
diversity and inclusion, closing the gender pay gap 

is arguably one of the simplest to solve. 
It starts with organisations giving greater 

transparency to their people around pay and 
reporting their gender pay gaps.

Global Women supports MindTheGap NZ and 
the Public Pay Gap Registry, which encourages 
all New Zealand organisations to sign on and 
commit to pay gap reporting. We are also working 
with our partners — Champions for Change — 
to develop and use a consistent framework for 
reporting gender pay gaps.

Legislation changes are also a big part of 
creating this change and MindTheGap has drafted 
policy advice, to be presented to the Government, 
which considers requiring businesses to report pay 
gaps for gender, Maori, Pasifika, other ethnicities, 
the disability community and other groups.

Reporting is an approach that works. In Britain, 
the gender pay gap was reduced by 19 percent 
once reporting had been introduced, 56 percent of 
Finnish companies discovered new pay issues that 
hadn’t previously been identified and in Denmark, 
the number of women being promoted increased.

D&I  should continue to be an important 
cornerstone of our organisations and society 
and we have made great strides. But authentic 
belonging and equity, especially when it comes to 
pay, are the final hurdles we need to clear.

* The gender pay gap of 9.1 percent has been 
sourced from Statistics New Zealand. This has 
been calculated using median hourly earnings 
from main wage and salary when working out 
the gender pay gap. With a pay gap of 9.1 percent 
— the average Kiwi woman is paid 332 days 
equivalent 365 days for men. When comparing 
median hourly earnings for Maori women against 
earnings for all men, the gender pay gap is 14.0 
percent for Maori women and 20.6 percent for 
Pasifika women.

■ Theresa Gattung was initially known for her role as the 
first woman to be CEO of Telecom NZ as well as an NZX 
listed company. She is a member of the National Advisory 
Board on the Employment of Women, the Chair of Global 
Women, as well as the NZ lead for SheEO.

Gender pay gap: why Kiwi women are 

effectively working for free from today

TIME FOR CHANGE: Theresa Gattung says 
everyone at the table must be valued and 
remunerated equally.  NZME picture

AUCKLAND — Positive Capital 
says it has been joined by investment 
firm Alvarium and KiwiSaver provider 
Pathfinder to build $200 million of 
new public housing through a shared 
equity programme.

The company said it had developed 
an equity programme for registered 
community housing providers 
involving Positive Property investing 
50 percent of the purchase price as 
equity, its associated Community 
Finance lending 40 percent as debt.

By contributing 90 percent of 
the upfront cost of each home, 
the community housing providers 
can meet this growing need at a 
significantly increased scale.

The $200m could go towards 
building up to 400 new public houses, 
Positive Capital said.

The programme enabled new homes 
to be built now, while focusing on 

growing the balance sheets of leading 
charities in the long term, it said.

It involves the community housing 
provider owning a half share of each 
property and Positive Property owning 
the other 50 percent from day one.

During the term of the programme, 
the community housing provider pays 
down its 40 percent debt and then has 
a first right to purchase the remaining 
half share from Positive Property.

Community housing providers 
are funded by long-term agreements 
with Te Tuapapa Kura Kainga — the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Development.

Positive Capital was established 
earlier this year by James Palmer, 
after founding Community Finance 
2019.

Sistema founder Brendan 
Lindsay, sons of philanthropist and 
entrepreneur the late Sir Eion Edgar, 

as well as economist and housing 
expert Shamubeel Eaqub were also 
involved.

In addition to committing to invest 
in Positive Property, Pathfinder was 
one of the key investors in Community 
Finance’s Aotearoa Pledge, which had 
raised $71m investment commitments 
this year to tackle New Zealand’s 
housing shortage.

Palmer said the combination of 
equity from Positive Property, debt 
through Community Finance and 
social services from the community 
housing providers, all underpinned by 
long-term Government funding, would 
drive new public housing supply.

Positive Capital provided 
investments for wholesale investors, 
which focus on partnering with 
community housing providers, leading 
developers and builders and investors.

 — The New Zealand Herald

Positive Capital teams up with Alvarium, Pathfinder

COMMENT by Damien Venuto, 
The New Zealand Herald

WELLINGTON — New Zealand 
investors were likely to see “red on 
the screen” when the sharemarket 
opened today.

Mark Lister, head of private 
wealth research for Craigs 
Investment Partners, said while 
news first broke of the Omicron 
variant on Friday afternoon, 
developments over the weekend 
had since resulted in heavy losses 
in international markets. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average briefly fell more than 1000 
points.

NZ shares suffered their biggest 
fall on Friday as 
concern about the 
variant grew and 
in the US the S&P 
500 had its worst 
day since February, 
dropping 106.84 
points, to close at 
4,594.62.

Oil prices 
plummeted 13 percent to a two-
month low of US$68.15 per barrel 
— the worst day for oil since April 
27, 2020.

Since its identification by 
scientists in Southern Africa, 
Omicron cases have been 
found in the UK, Germany, Italy, 
Belgium, Israel, and Hong Kong. 
Investigations were also under way 
in Australia and the Netherlands to 
determine whether positive cases 
matched the Omicron profile.

Lister described this as a wake-
up call for developed countries who 
had been celebrating the success of 
their vaccination roll-outs.

“While we have been high-fiving 
ourselves about our vaccination 
rates, there are still developing 
countries that have vaccination 
rates as low as 10 percent,” Lister 
said.

He pointed out that the pandemic 
remained a global issue and as long 
as the virus was allowed to spread 
freely through many developing 
countries, the risk would remain of 
new mutations.

Lister said he expected the New 
Zealand market to be playing catch-
up with the international mood.

“There will be red on the screen,” 
he warned.

“Investors have had the 
whole weekend to follow the 
developments and there will be an 
impact as caution ramps up.” 

As had been the case in the past, 
Lister expected travel stocks and 
businesses dependent on travel to 
be hit the hardest by the news.

He said he would be keeping a 
close eye on stocks such as Air 
New Zealand and SkyCity.

Asked how severe he thought 
the impact might be, Lister noted 
the New Zealand share market had 
been far more cautious than our 

international counterparts over the 
past year.

While the US and European 
markets had risen more than 20 
percent on the back of vaccine 
optimism since the beginning of the 
year, the NZX had actually declined 
about 5 percent, he said.

This in turn meant that impact 
would not be as severe in the local 
market, Lister said.

He put this down to the fact that 
there simply had not been as much 
optimism pumped into the market 
in the past year, but also because 
some of our biggest players were 
not as sensitive to the economic 
impact of lockdowns and travel 
restrictions.

He pointed to 
Spark, Chorus 
and electricity 
companies, Mercury 
and Meridian, 
as examples of 
businesses that 
should hold steady 
as the market 
digested the impact 

of the Omicron variant.
Fisher & Paykel Healthcare 

could, in fact, see an increase in 
investment in the coming days.

“Money will move to safer stocks 
during this period of uncertainty,” 
he said.

In addition to putting their money 
toward safer stocks, Lister also 
anticipated investors backing tech 
stocks in the international market.

“This isn’t so much a NZ theme, 
since we have very few tech stocks 
and they are only small. 

“But in a US sense, it will be 
the likes of Microsoft, Salesforce, 
etcetera, that will be well 
supported,” he said.

One positive that might come out 
of this for the New Zealand market 
was that the value of the kiwi dollar 
was likely to fall (as it had over 
recent days).

“This gives our export sector 
a boost and makes it more 
competitive. So that is an important 
shock absorber for us — both in 
terms of the economy and for many 
exporting businesses, whether that 
be the dairy sector, or the likes of 
F&P Healthcare.

As for the longer term, Lister said 
it was difficult to make a call on 
which way the market would go, but 
he did not believe this was going 
to derail the world’s economic 
recovery.

“Markets tend to shoot first and 
ask questions later,” he said.

“We’ll get clarity on what this 
variant means in the coming weeks 
as scientists and vaccine makers 
find out more about how significant 
this threat is.

“I’m still optimistic on a longer-
term basis and this is simply an 
inevitable part of our ‘two steps 
forward, one step back’ process of 
learning to live with Covid.”

Expecting
‘red on the 
screen’ as 
NZ market 
catches up

‘
 Markets tend to 

shoot first and ask 
questions later 

’  —Mark Lister, Craigs 
Investment Partners
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EDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

In what will be regarded as the 
worst possible news for Christmas, 
a heavily mutated new variant of 
Covid-19 has appeared in southern 
Africa — alarming governments and 
spooking the world’s investors.

The Omicron variant was first 
identified in Botswana earlier this 
month and then turned up in a 
traveller arriving in Hong Kong. 
Two cases have been identified in 
the UK which was already facing a 
surge of Covid-19 cases. The World 
Health Organisation has declared it 
a variant of concern.

Scientists are still working to 
understand the variant’s properties, 
but its mutations theoretically will 
help it to evade immune responses 
triggered by vaccines, and also help 
it to spread more quickly — which 
appears to be happening in southern 
Africa. It is not known yet whether it 
causes more or less severe disease.

Deputy Prime Minister Grant 
Robertson seemed to be cautiously 
relaxed about the new variant at 
a press conference on Saturday, 
but Covid Response Minister Chris 
Hipkins has banned travel from nine 
southern African countries, joining 
the US and the UK in this respect.

The appearance of Omicron hit 
share markets, with the US market 
having its worst day of the year on 
Friday, as did the New Zealand share 
market earlier on Friday (NZ time).

It also threatens New Zealand’s 
plans for progressive opening of 
borders to international travellers.

Omicron has taken attention 
from the National Party leadership 
debacle which dominated headlines 
at the end of last week, after Judith 
Collins’ dramatic self-immolation.

It will be fascinating to see who 
emerges as leader from the party 
caucus tomorrow. The field is 
probably not big enough for office 
sweepstakes but the smart betting 
at the moment seems to be on 
first term MP Chris Luxon, although 
there will be some in the caucus 
who consider that he lacks the 
necessary experience.

Whoever wins will be the fifth 
leader of the Opposition that Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern has faced 
since her election in 2017; a sorry 
statistic for the party which has 
been the most electorally successful 
since the end of World War 2.

Ardern has widely refrained from 
rejoicing in National’s misfortunes 
as this is something that New 
Zealanders do not like to see.

Tuesday’s vote, however, is 
important for all New Zealanders. 
Having a strong and credible 
opposition to challenge and query 
the decisions of the Government is 
even more important in the middle 
of a pandemic that is showing no 
sign of easing yet.

■  The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
■  Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
■  Always include full name and contact details.
■  If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
■  Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz   

Omicron the new 
twist in pandemic

I think some of your 
correspondents need to check 
the meaning of the word 
“choice”.

Deciding whether or not to 
get vaxxed — that’s a choice. 
Being told “do as I say or I 
will punish you” — that’s not 
a choice.

In fact it is the kind 
of bullying, threatening, 
intimidatory behaviour that 

is generally regarded as very 
poor leadership.

The trouble with bullies is 
that they have narrow vision. 
They think their victims have 
no option but to lick their 
boots or get beaten up. But 
there is a third option — 
people can fight back.

And they will, Jacinda.

CRAIG BAULD

Bullies have narrow vision As we prepare to move into 
the Traffic Light system on 
Friday, I want to acknowledge 
and thank our frontline staff 
who have for the past 10 
months worked tirelessly to 
get our community vaccinated. 
Between Hauora Tairawhiti, 
Turanga Health, Ngati 
Porou Hauora and several 
community groups, thousands 
of hours have been spent 
running clinics, drive-throughs 
and neighbourhood events 
to give our community the 
best opportunity to get their 
two jabs. We still have a lot 
of work ahead of us as we 
work towards the 90 percent 
double-vaccination goal. If you 
still haven’t had your two jabs 
— please don’t wait, get them 
now.

As a community, we also 
need to prepare to look after 
ourselves once Covid arrives 

in Tairawhiti. Families need to 
have a plan to safely stay at 
home and self-isolate if they 
become unwell with Covid. 

Don’t wait for it to arrive 
before making these plans. 
Who will deliver food to your 
home? Do you have kids who 
might need looking after? Will 
there be someone to keep an 
eye on your business? 

These are all important 
discussions to have as a 
whanau, and take steps to be 
ready.

It is lovely to see our 
community following health 
advice and wearing their 
masks and scanning in. I 
know these are uncertain 
times, but together we will 
get through it. Kia kaha. Stay 
strong and look out for one 
another.

REHETTE STOLTZ, Mayor

Thank you vaccinators

WHAT’S ON IN COUNCIL 
THIS WEEK 
by Pat Seymour

THIS week sees several 
meetings of council 
committees. The first on 
Monday is the adjourned bylaw 
hearing — covering a range 
of issues around parking and transport — to 
consider the submissions and review material 
presented in response to queries from the 
hearing panel. Most submissions concerned the 
potential heavy truck route away from Ormond 
Road and through Awapuni Road, and the issues 
of cars, motor bikes and safety on some beaches.

Tuesday sees a workshop on RMA reforms 
organised by the Ministry for the Environment, 
and in the afternoon a Treaty of Waitangi 
workshop with our iwi colleagues.

Thursday is Wastewater Management 
Committee (WMC) in the morning and Regional 
Land Transport in the afternoon. 

Friday sees a contested hearing in front of the 
District Licensing Committee for one of the late 
night premises in Peel Street. This committee is 
chaired by a councillor and is made up of that 
one councillor chair and two lay people who 
have experience in the hospitality industry and 

its associations. They meet only as required; 
the lay people come from a pool of four people 
interviewed and appointed by council. 

There is a report on the wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade, a $34.64 million project over 
financial years 2021-2023. The council was 
granted $11.05m from Crown Infrastructure 
Partners; $7.5m is allocated to assist this project. 

A report on the trade waste bylaw decision 
to remove mortuary water from the wastewater 
system, which requires the construction of a 
Wisconsin mound in the Taruheru Cemetery 
for the disposal of mortuary water. This project 
is part of the alternate use and disposal 
of wastewater, an ongoing project with the 
KIWA group in partnership with GDC, forming 
recommendations to council. The consent 
application, location, construction timing and 
service contract remain to be finalised.

There is a full year report to the WMC and 
this covers a range of issues of interest to 
those following the development of the use and 
disposal of wastewater, the costs involved as well 
as the possible location of a wetland.

The Regional Transport Committee meeting 
on Thursday afternoon considers a paper 
recommending the appointment of a community 
adviser for walking and cycling, and an update 
on walking and cycling projects. The Crawford 

Road separated on-road cycleway is due for 
completion in December. The Titirangi Drive one-
way system with a separated walking and cycling 
lane is a continuation of the Queens Drive one-
way system; the work has been tendered and 
is due to start in December. The Taruheru River 
shared path requires an updated business case 
to progress further and secure Waka Kotahi 
funding. Uawa trail is a joint project under 
development. 

A financial year quarter one report to the 
Regional Transport Committee covers projects 
planned for the year; some are not started due to 
confirmation of the Waka Kotahi funding round 
being advised after the start of this financial year. 

Of interest is a report on emissions from 
transport in this region — the second highest 
emitter after agriculture. It notes the three 
focus areas for reducing emissions as reducing 
reliance on cars, supporting people to walk, cycle 
and use public transport, rapidly adopting low-
emission vehicles and fuel, and to begin work 
to decarbonise heavy transport and freight. Of 
interest to me as a rural road user in a sparsely 
populated region like our own, with no alternative 
pubic transport, is just how the reduced reliance 
on cars might be activated.

There is lots of interest in both major agendas 
this week, so look online at GDC for more detail.

Eyes on transport, wastewater, RMA

Greedy investors own 36.4 
percent of the houses in 
Gisborne. I wonder how many 
of these are left empty.

The Government was too 

slow at taking investors out 
of the market — that’s why 
people are living in cars now.

Greed has no empathy.
PERRY ANDERSON

Too many property investors 

Re: Let’s end the blame 
game, November 26 letter.

Kia ora Ngahina,
I agree with the sentiment. 

You’ve given a couple 
of facts with no context 
though. Vaccination is 
hugely important at this 
point in time. Frustration 
is building because it really 
matters. Vaccination reduces 
transmission. It does. Fact. 

This is not a dictatorship, 
it is an emergency situation 
where difficult decisions have 
been made. Those decisions 
are for the benefit of public 

health. People speaking out for 
vaccination are the opposite 
of unkind. They really care 
about the wellbeing of this 
community. I agree, though, 
that it doesn’t have to be ugly. 

It’s a strange and tense time 
and everybody is frustrated. 
I hope we’ll all forgive each 
other once we have more 
understanding of the severity 
of the virus. I’m extremely 
glad we have at least some 
immunity under our belts, 
or it could have been much 
worse.

AIMEE MILNE

Tough calls in emergency

Re: Reasons to cancel 
R&V, November 24 letter.

How about getting 
vaccinated then? 
Complaining that a lot 
of your residents are 
unvaccinated is not an 
excuse. A simple precaution 
is the solution.

JOHNO, Auckland 

According to the Rhythm and 

Vines website, the last day for a 
refund was November 22 — so it 
seems that it is going ahead.

You would think that if the 
GDC had any care for the people 
of Tairawhiti, they would have 
said “No boys, we will give it 
a miss for this year!” I haven’t 
met anyone yet that has said 
let’s bring 10,000 Aucklanders to 
Gisborne for New Year’s!

H. HANNAM

Different RnV ‘solutions’
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THE HAGUE — Cases of the Omicron 
variant of the coronavirus popped up in 
countries on opposite sides of the world 
on Sunday and many governments 
rushed to close their borders even as 
scientists cautioned that it’s not clear if 
the new variant is more alarming than 
other versions of the virus.

The variant was identified days ago by 
researchers in South Africa, and much 
is still not known about it, including 
whether it is more contagious, more 
likely to cause serious illness or more 
able to evade the protection of vaccines. 
But many countries rushed to act, 
reflecting anxiety about anything that 
could prolong the pandemic.

Because of fears that the new variant 
has the potential to be more resistant 
to the protection offered by vaccines, 
there are growing concerns around the 
world that the pandemic and associated 
lockdown restrictions will persist for far 
longer than hoped.

Nearly two years since the start of the 
pandemic that has claimed more than 5 
million lives around the world, countries 
are on high alert. Many have already 
imposed travel restrictions on flights 
from southern Africa as they seek to 
buy time to assess whether the Omicron 
variant is more transmissible than the 
current dominant delta variant.

Israel decided to bar entry to 
foreigners, and Morocco said it would 
suspend all incoming flights for two 
weeks starting today — among the most 
drastic of a growing raft of travel curbs 
being imposed by nations around the 
world as they scrambled to slow the 
variant’s spread. Scientists in several 
places — from Hong Kong to Europe 
— have confirmed 
its presence. The 
Netherlands reported 
13 Omicron cases on 
Sunday, and Australia 
found two. 

Noting that the 
variant has already 
been detected in many 
countries and that 
closing borders often 
has limited effect, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) called 
for frontiers to remain open. 

Dr Francis Collins, director of the 
National Institutes of Health in the 
United States, meanwhile, emphasised 
that there is no data yet that suggests 
the new variant causes more serious 
illness than previous Covid-19 variants. 

“I do think it’s more contagious when 
you look at how rapidly it spread through 
multiple districts in South Africa. It 
has the earmarks therefore of being 
particularly likely to spread from one 
person to another . . . What we don’t 
know is whether it can compete with 
Delta,” Collins said on CNN’s “State of 
the Union”.

Collins echoed several experts in 
saying the news should make everyone 
redouble their efforts to use the tools the 
world already has, including vaccinations, 
booster shots and measures such as 
mask-wearing.

“I know, America, you’re really tired 
about hearing those things, but the virus 
is not tired of us,” Collins said.

The Dutch public health authority 
confirmed that 13 people who arrived 
from South Africa on Friday have so far 
tested positive for Omicron. They were 
among 61 people who tested positive for 
the virus after arriving on the last two 
flights to Amsterdam’s Schiphol airport 
before a flight ban was implemented. 
They were immediately put into isolation, 
most at a nearby hotel.

Authorities in Australia said two 
travellers who arrived in Sydney from 
Africa became the first in the country to 
test positive for the new variant. Arrivals 
from nine African countries are now 

required to quarantine 
in a hotel upon arrival. 
Two German states 
reported a total of three 
cases in returning 
travellers over the 
weekend.

Israel moved to ban 
entry by foreigners and 
mandate quarantine for 
all Israelis arriving from 
abroad. “Restrictions on 

the country’s borders is not an easy step, 
but it’s a temporary and necessary step,” 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said at 
the start of the weekly Cabinet meeting.

Morocco’s Foreign Ministry tweeted 
on Sunday that all incoming air travel 
to the North African country would be 
suspended to “preserve the achievements 
realised by Morocco in the fight against 
the pandemic, and to protect the health 
of citizens.” Morocco has been at the 
forefront of vaccinations in Africa, and 
kept its borders closed for months in 2020 
because of the pandemic.

The US plans to ban travel from South 
Africa and seven other southern African 
countries starting on Monday (local time). 
“It’s going to give us a period of time to 
enhance our preparedness,” the United 
States’ top infectious diseases expert, Dr 
Anthony Fauci, said of the ban on ABC’s 
“This Week.”

Many countries are introducing such 
bans, though they go against the advice 
of the WHO, which has warned against 
any overreaction before the variant is 

thoroughly studied. 
South Africa’s government responded 

angrily to the travel bans, which it said 
are “akin to punishing South Africa for 
its advanced genomic sequencing and the 
ability to detect new variants quicker.” It 
said it will try to persuade countries that 
imposed them to reconsider.

The WHO sent out a statement saying 
it “stands with African nations” and 
noting that travel restrictions may play 
“a role in slightly reducing the spread of 
Covid-19 but place a heavy burden on 
lives and livelihoods.” 

It urged countries around the world 
not to impose flight bans on southern 
African nations due to concerns over 
the new Omicron variant. It said if 
restrictions are put in place, they should 
be scientifically based and not intrusive.

In Europe, much of which already has 
been struggling with a sharp increase 
in cases over recent weeks, officials 
were on guard. The UK on Saturday 
tightened rules on mask-wearing and 
on testing of international arrivals 
after finding two Omicron cases, but 
British Health Secretary Sajid Javid 
said the government was nowhere near 
reinstituting work from home or more 
severe social-distancing measures.

“We know now those types of measures 
do carry a very heavy price, both 
economically, socially, in terms of non-
Covid health outcomes such as impact on 
mental health,” he told Sky News.

Spain announced it won’t admit 
unvaccinated British visitors starting 
December 1. Italy was going through lists 
of airline passengers who arrived in the 
past two weeks. France is continuing to 
push vaccinations and booster shots.

David Hui, a respiratory medicine 
expert and government adviser on the 
pandemic in Hong Kong, agreed with 
that strategy. He said the two people who 
tested positive for the Omicron variant 
had received the Pfizer vaccine and 
exhibited very mild symptoms, such as a 
sore throat.

“Vaccines should work but there would 
be some reduction in effectiveness,” he 
said. — AP

WORLD ON ALERT
Nations close borders to prevent Omicron from spreading

REFLECTING ANXIETY: A sign reading ‘Stay safe’ in Regent Street, in London. A 
slew of nations moved to stop air travel from southern Africa and stocks plunged in 
Asia and Europe in reaction to news of a new, potentially more transmissible Covid 
variant.  AP picture

QUEENSLAND — A 31-year-old woman in 
Australia has been charged with arson after 
a fire destroyed part of a Covid-19 quarantine 
hotel in Cairns, Queensland.

It is alleged she lit a fire under a bed in 
the room she had been sharing with two 
children on Sunday morning. More than 160 
people were evacuated as fire took hold in the 
11-storey Pacific Hotel. No-one was injured.

It came as Australia confirmed two cases 
of the new coronavirus variant which is 

prompting new restrictions.
Omicron was first reported by South Africa, 

and has been classified as “of concern” by the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) with early 
evidence suggesting a higher re-infection risk.

The government in Canberra has announced 
a suspension of flights from South Africa, 
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Eswatini, the Seychelles, Malawi, and 
Mozambique. Non-Australians who have been 
in those countries in the past two weeks are 

now banned from entering Australia.
Australians have spent 20 months under 

some of the world’s strictest border rules, in an 
effort to keep out Covid. It is not clear whether 
the new variant will mean a roll-back of some 
relaxations that began early this month.

A surge in vaccinations has allowed 
some Australian states to end their strategy 
of eliminating all cases. But unvaccinated 
travellers are obliged to quarantine for 14 days 
in hotels in the country. — BBC

Woman allegedly sets fire to quarantine hotel, charged

BERLIN — Swiss voters on Sunday gave clear 
backing to legislation that introduced a system 
with special Covid certificates under which only 
people who have been vaccinated, recovered 
or tested negative can attend public events and 
gatherings.

Final results showed 62 percent of voters 
supporting the legislation, which is already in 
force. The referendum offered a rare bellwether of 
public opinion on the issue of government policy 
to fight the spread of coronavirus in Europe, 
which is currently the global epicentre of the 
pandemic. 

The vote on the country’s “Covid-19 law,” 
which also has unlocked billions of Swiss francs 
(dollars) in aid for workers and businesses hit by 
the pandemic, came as Switzerland — like many 
other nations in Europe — faces a steep rise in 
coronavirus cases.

The Swiss federal government, unlike others, 
hasn’t responded with new restrictions. Analysts 
said it didn’t want to stir up more opposition to 
its anti-Covid-19 policies before they faced on 
Sunday’s test at the ballot box — but that if Swiss 
voters gave a thumbs-up, the government may 
well ratchet up its anti-Covid efforts.

Health Minister Alain Berset said, with the 
result, authorities “still have the necessary 
instruments to manage the crisis, and we 
can, if necessary, adjust the instruments to 
developments.”

Of the country’s 26 cantons (states), only 
two — Schwyz and Appenzell Innerrhoden, both 
conservative rural regions in eastern Switzerland 
— voted against the legislation.

“A decision has been made and we must come 
together now to get through this winter as well as 
possible,” Berset said. “This is an appeal for unity 
but also for respect for decisions that have been 
taken.” 

Turnout on Sunday was 65.7 percent, unusually 
high for a country that holds referendums several 
times a year.

On Tuesday, Swiss health authorities warned 
of a rising “fifth wave” on infections in the rich 
Alpine country, where vaccination rates are 
roughly in line with those in hard-hit neighbours 
Austria and Germany at about two-thirds of the 
population. Infection rates have soared in recent 
weeks.

The seven-day average case count in 
Switzerland shot up to more than 5200 per day 
from mid-October to mid-November, a more 
than five-fold increase. Austria, meanwhile, has 
imposed a national lockdown to fight the rising 
infections. — AP

Swiss vote to 
approve Covid 
restrictions 

WHO urged countries 
around the world not 
to impose flight bans 
on southern African 
nations due to concerns 
over the new Omicron 

NEW DELHI — The Serum Institute of 
India, the world’s largest vaccine maker, 
resumed exports of coronavirus vaccines 
to the UN-backed COVAX distribution 
programme after halting most overseas 
sales in March.

The company was to have been COVAX’s 
main supplier, but an explosion of cases 
in India resulted in a cutoff of exports. At 
the time, Serum Institute had contracts 
to provide COVAX with 200 million doses 
of AstraZeneca vaccines, and unfinalised 
agreements to supply 350 million more. 
The suspension was a significant setback 
for global efforts to distribute vaccines 
equitably. 

GAVI, the vaccine alliance which 
co-manages the COVAX programme, said 
the company had provided just under 30 
million doses to it.

New infections in India have now 
fallen to the lowest level in months, and 
the first new exports under the COVAX 
programme, destined for Tajikistan, left 
on Friday evening, Serum Institute said in 
a statement. It said it expects exports to 
increase substantially in early 2022. 

It said it has already produced more than 
a billion doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine 
under licence, almost all for domestic use. 

Serum Institute also started making the 
Novavax vaccine in June. — AP

India resumes 
vaccine exports
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BELGRADE — Thousands of people 
rallied in Belgrade on Sunday to demand 
an end to Serbia’s alarming levels of air 
pollution. The rally came a day after 
another environmental protest in which 
demonstrators blocked bridges and roads 
in different parts of the country and 
scuffled with riot police. 

The protest on Sunday decried the 
high air pollution in Serbia produced 
by coal-fuelled power plants, a lack of 
proper air-filtering devices in mines 
and factories, and the use of old cars 
and pollution-producing fuels for home 
heating. 

The protesters, carrying banners 
reading “The Air Is Dangerous” and “You 
Are Suffocating Us,” marched through 
downtown Belgrade, blowing whistles 
and chanting anti-government slogans.

“We don’t have to measure the 
pollution, we can see it and feel it,” said 
Bojan Simisic from the Eco Guard, the 
environmental group that organised the 
protest. 

“It is killing our children. I don’t want 
my children to be forced to flee the 
country because of the pollution.”

Serbia is one of the most polluted 
nations in Europe, but public protests 
over the problem have gained attention 
only recently. Activists accuse Serbia’s 
populist authorities of allowing foreign 
investors, mostly from China, to further 
hurt the Balkan nation’s environment in 
their search for profits. 

On Saturday, thousands of protesters 
blocked a key traffic artery in Belgrade 
and in other towns, angered over 

two laws they say would pave the 
way for further projects to wreck the 
environment.

The hour-long blockade on Saturday 
led to skirmishes with police and 
organisers said a number of protesters 
were detained. In the western town 
of Sabac, a video emerged on social 
networks of unidentified thugs beating 
protesters with batons. 

Western Serbia has been at the centre 
of the ecological movement because of 
a bid by the Rio Tinto mining company 
to open a lithium mine in the area. The 
company says it will meet the highest 
ecological standards, but activists and 
experts insist the mine would destroy 
farmland, wildlife and Serbian rivers. 

Serbia’s autocratic President 
Aleksandar Vucic and his populist 
government have dismissed the 

environmental protests as political. They 
have promised to tackle Serbia’s huge 
ecological problems that have piled up 
after decades of neglect, but stressed 
that they have no intention of stopping 
coal mining any time soon.

Vucic on Sunday downplayed the 
number of protesters who took part 
in the blockades Saturday, saying 
they breached the constitution by 
“jeopardising the freedom of movement 
of other citizens.”

Vucic’s government is formally seeking 
European Union entry, but he has 
instead forged close ties with Russia 
and China. A number of major Chinese 
investments, such as the purchase 
of a large copper and gold mine and 
the country’s only steel mill, have 
considerably increased CO2 emissions in 
the country, environmentalists say. — AP

‘You are suffocating us’
Protesters demand 
end to alarming air 
pollution in Serbia

RALLY FOR CLEAN ENVIRONMENT: People hold banners during a protest for 
clean air in Belgrade, Serbia. Several thousand people have rallied in Belgrade after 
scuffles a day before.  AP picture

LIMA, Peru — An earthquake 
with a preliminary magnitude of 
7.5 struck northern Peru early on 
Sunday, damaging some buildings 
and blocking several roads with 
rubble. 

While the quake was extremely 
strong, it was relatively deep 
— measured at 112 kilometres 
— which usually reduces the 
possibility of damage and 
casualties.

The quake occurred at 5:52 am 
local time and its epicentre was in 
the Amazon region, 42 kilometres 
north northwest of the city of 
Barranca. It had a magnitude of 
7.5, according to the US Geological 
Survey. 

Part of a 16th century church 
in La Jalca district in the Amazon 
region collapsed and three people 
were lightly injured, Mayor Walter 
Culqui told Peru’s RPP radio. 

Falling stones blocked several 
highways in the Amazonas and 
Cajamarca regions in Peru, and 
the tremor was felt nearly 800 
kilometres away in the capital of 
Lima, where some people rushed 
out of their homes in alarm. 

A church in the Loja municipality 
in neighbouring Ecuador was also 
partly damaged. 

The tremor was also felt in parts 
of Colombia and Brazil. 

Earthquakes are common in Peru, 
which falls within the Pacific Ring 
of Fire where 85 percent of the 
planet’s seismic activity takes place. 
 — AP

Magnitude 7.5 
earthquake hits 
Northern Peru
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CALAIS, France — The EU’s border 
agency will dispatch a plane to monitor 
the shores of the English Channel for 
migrant activity after 27 people died 
when their overcrowded, inflatable boat 
sank en route to Britain, the deadliest 
migration accident on record on the 
treacherous crossing.

European migration officials agreed 
on the new deployment at an emergency 
meeting on Sunday in the French port 
of Calais. They also pledged to work 
together more closely against migrant 
smuggling networks and the trade in 
inflatable boats that are being used in 
increasingly frequent journeys by people 
fleeing conflict or poverty in Afghanistan, 
Sudan or beyond.

UK officials were notably absent from 
the gathering at the Calais City Hall, 
after Wednesday’s sinking prompted a 
new political crisis between Britain and 
France. The neighbours accuse each 
other of not doing enough to deter people 
from crossing the Channel, and countries 
across the European Union have long 
argued over how to manage migration.

“We have to prevent lives being lost. 
We have to prevent chaos coming to 
our external borders,” EU Home Affairs 
Commissioner Ylva Johansson told 
reporters after the meeting. She called 

for more sharing of intelligence and said 
governments need to “go after the money.” 

Starting December 1, a plane operated 
by EU border agency Frontex will help 
France, Belgium and the Netherlands 
monitor their shores to better identify 
smuggling networks, French Interior 
Minister Gerald Darmanin said.

German, Dutch and Belgian ministers 
also took part in the meeting, and 
participants stressed the need to 
cooperate with the UK. Such cooperation 
has been complicated by Britain’s 
departure from the EU this year.

“This meeting was not anti-English. It 
was pro-European,” Darmanin said. “We 
want to work with our British friends and 
allies.”

British Home Secretary Priti Patel 
said it was “unfortunate” that she was 
uninvited to the meeting, and reiterated 
Britain’s proposal for returning migrants 
to France. French officials firmly rejected 
the idea when it was initially proposed.

France is carrying out an organised 
crime investigation into the sinking. 
Iraqi Kurds and at least one person 
from Somalia were among those aboard, 
though most have not been publicly 
identified.

The meeting Sunday focused on 
smuggling networks, who charge from 

3000 to 7000 euros ($3400 to $7900) 
for the journey  across the Channel. 
Darmanin said a car with German license 
tags was seized in connection with the 
investigation.

Earlier on Sunday, Patel met with 
Dutch Migration Minister Ankie 
Broekers-Knol and stressed “the need 
for European partners to work together” 
through shared intelligence and joint 
police initiatives, according to her office.

“Both agreed that return agreements 
are essential for breaking the criminal 
business model,” it said.

Aid groups, meanwhile, are arguing 
for more humane, coordinated asylum 
policies instead of just more police. 
At makeshift camps along the French 
coast, clusters of people from Sudan, 
Iran and Iraq huddled under the chilly 
rain, waiting for their chance to cross 
the Channel. They’re undeterred by 
Wednesday’s deaths or by the stepped-up 
beach patrols.

The number of migrants trying to 
cross the channel in small boats has 
jumped this year but overall the number 
of migrants arriving in Britain is low 
compared with other European countries. 
Darmanin said France handles five times 
as many asylum requests per year than 
Britain does. — AP

Need ‘to prevent chaos’

WILD WEATHER TRIGGERS 
POWER CUT: Tens of thousands of 
people in Scotland and northern England 
remained without power on Sunday 
after a storm brought sleet, subzero 
temperatures and disruptions across much 
of the UK. Icy gusts caused power cuts 
around the border between Scotland and 
England, with Northern Powergrid saying 
it recorded 1100 instances of damage 
requiring significant repairs. It said it 
was trying to restore service to 40,000 
customers, while the SP Energy Networks 
said 21,000 customers remained without 
power on Sunday. “The storm was well 
forecasted and despite being prepared, 
Storm Arwen resulted in damage of a scale 
and intensity not seen for 15 years,” said 
Rod Gardner, Northern Powergrid’s major 
incident manager. The power cuts came 
as forecasters issued ice warnings and 
said the coldest night of the season would 
hit parts of the UK with snowfall expected 
across the country and temperatures 
dropping to as low as -10 degrees Celsius 
in parts of Scotland and northern England. 
 AP picture

LONDON — The lights in London’s 
West End will be dimmed as theatres 
pay tribute to legendary US composer 
and songwriter Stephen Sondheim 
who has died aged 91.

The composer and lyricist, famous 
for creating the musical Sweeney 
Todd, was described as one of 
theatre’s “greatest geniuses” after his 
death on Friday. The lights will be 
dimmed for two minutes at 7pm on 
Monday (local time).

Sir Cameron Mackintosh said the 
world had “lost one of its greatest and 
most original writers”.

The theatrical producer renamed 
his Queen’s Theatre venue after the 
composer in 2019.

During his illustrious career, 
he wrote the scores of some of 
Broadway’s best known shows 
including Company, Follies and A 
Little Night Music. He also wrote the 
lyrics for West Side Story.

His ballad Send in the Clowns — 
from the 1973 musical A Little Night 
Music — has been recorded hundreds 
of times, including by Frank Sinatra 
and Judy Collins.

Six of Sondheim’s musicals won 
Tony Awards and he also received a 
Pulitzer Price, an Academy Award, 
five Olivier Awards and he was also 
awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Honour.

Julian Bird, chief executive of the 
Society of London Theatre and UK 
Theatre, said, “The theatre world 
is a smaller place tonight after the 
passing of Stephen Sondheim.

“His legacy of extraordinary shows 
and songs will live on for many 
generations to come — but now, 
we pay tribute to his outstanding 
contribution to our theatres and 
celebrate his talent.” — BBC

London’s West 
End to dim lights 
for theatre icon

Stephen Sondheim

EU plane to monitor migrants on Channel shores after deaths

MOSCOW — A Russian court 
on Saturday ordered five people to 
remain in pre-trial detention for two 
months pending an investigation 
into a devastating blast in a coal 
mine in Siberia that resulted in 
dozens of deaths. 

Russian authorities reported 51 
deaths after a methane explosion 
rocked the Listvyazhnaya mine in the 
Kemerovo region in southwestern 
Siberia on Thursday — 46 miners 
and five rescuers. The tragedy 
appears to be the deadliest in Russia 
since 2010.

The Central District Court in the 
city of Kemerovo ruled to jail the 
director of the Listvyazhnaya mine, 
Sergei Makhrakov, his deputy Andrei 
Molostvov and section supervisor 
Sergei Gerasimenok. They are 
facing charges of violating industrial 
safety requirements for hazardous 
production facilities that resulted in 
multiple deaths. If convicted, they 
may be imprisoned for up to seven 
years. 

Two officials of the local branch 
of Rostekhnadzor, Russia’s state 
technology and ecology watchdog 
— Sergei Vinokurov and Vyacheslav 
Semykin — have also been jailed 
for two months on the charge of 
negligence that led to two or more 
deaths, punishable by up to seven 
years in prison as well. 

Law enforcement officials said on 
Friday that miners had complained 
about the high level of methane in 
the mine. Russia’s top independent 
news site, Meduza, reported that this 
year authorities suspended the work 
of certain sections of the mine nine 
times and issued fines of more than 
4 million rubles (roughly $53,000) for 
safety violations.

A total of 285 miners were in the 
Listvyazhnaya mine on Thursday at 
the time of explosion, which quickly 
filled the mine with toxic smoke. A 
total of 239 people were rescued 
shortly after the blast, and more than 
60 sought medical assistance for an 
assortment of injuries. 

Officials on Thursday said 11 
miners and three rescuers perished 
while searching for others in a 
remote section of the mine. 

On Friday morning, search teams 
found one rescuer in the mine who 
was still alive and conscious. He 
has suffered shock and carbon 
monoxide poisoning of moderate 
severity and is undergoing treatment 
at a hospital. 

Officials have described his 
rescue as a “miracle” and said that 

finding any other survivors at that 
point was highly unlikely. 

Kemerovo Governor Sergei 
Tsivilyov on Saturday announced 
the resumption of the search 
operation, saying that “we need to 
lift everybody (to the surface).” 

He noted, however, that rescue 
crews must act “cautiously.” 

“We don’t have the right to lose 
even a single person more,” Tsivilyov 
wrote on the messaging app 
Telegram. — AP 

Russia jails five people 
over coal mine disaster

DEVASTATING BLAST: A Russian Emergency Ministry truck is 
parked at the Listvyazhnaya coal mine in Russia where dozens 
of miners are presumed dead after a devastating methane 
explosion.  AP picture
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MONDAY—TUESDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 0  

Quiz show where 

contestants must stay 

one step ahead of The 

Chaser.

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0  

The latest news, sport, 

and weather.

 7pm Seven Sharp 0  

Stories of the day from 

around New Zealand.

 7.30 Fair Go 0  

Pippa Wetzell and Hadyn 

Jones present a show 

that advocates for 

consumer rights.

 8pm Barkley Manor PG 0   

Black Russian Zoya’s 

kitchen raids take a 

deadly turn; Oscar the 

Labradoodle’s Sydney 

OE goes awry.

 8.30 RFDS: Royal Flying 

Doctor Service MC 0   

A suicidal patient and 

a frantic medevac to 

Adelaide forces Wayne 

to confront his personal 

struggles.

 9.30 N Under 

Investigation PG 0   

New evidence in 

unsolved crimes is 

uncovered and people 

who have never spoken 

publicly, speak.

 10.35 1 News Tonight 0 

 11.05 The Cricket 

Roadshow M 3   

Catch up on all the 

highlights and meet the 

people at the heart of 

cricket.

 11.35 Greta Thunberg: A 

Year To Change The 

World 0 1/3. Follow 

environmental activist 

Greta Thunberg as she 

crosses the Atlantic in 

a yacht, comes face to 

face with world leaders 

and meets with climate 

scientists.

  TUESDAY  

 12.45 Q+A With Jack Tame 0 

 1.50 Te Karere 3 

 2.10 Infomercials 

 5.35 Te Karere 3 

 6am Breakfast 0 

 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show PG 0 

 10am Tipping Point 3 0 

 11am The Chase 3 0 

 Noon 1 News At Midday 0 

 12.30 Emmerdale PG 0 

 1pm Cash Trapped 3 0 

 2pm Cowboy Builders 

 3pm Tipping Point 0 

 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Asia Unplated With 

Diana Chan 3 0 

 5pm The Chase 0 

 5pm Storage Wars PGLS 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 6pm Ice Road Truckers PG 

 7pm Border Security M   

An insight into the 

work of the officers 

who protect Australia’s 

borders.

 7.30 NCIS MV 

 8.30 RBT MC 

 9pm Surveillance 

Dashcam PGV 

 9.30 American Wreckers PGL 

 10.30 FBI MV 

 11.30 Mountain Men PG 

  TUESDAY  

 12.30 Wheel Of Fortune 

 1am Jeopardy! 

 1.25 Border Security M 

 1.50 American Wreckers PGL 

 2.40 Surveillance 

Dashcam PGV 

 3.05 RBT MC 

 3.30 Ice Road Truckers PG 

 4.20 FBI MV 

 5.10 NCIS MV 

 6am Jeopardy! 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 6.45 Pawn Stars PG 

 7.10 Storage Wars PGC 

 7.35 Mountain Men PG 

 8.25 Border Security M 

 8.50 Ice Road Truckers PG 

 9.40 NCIS MV 

 10.30 FBI MV 

 11.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 Noon Jeopardy! 

 12.30 Wheel Of Fortune 

 1pm American Wreckers PGL 

 2pm Raw MVC 

 5pm Storage Wars PGC 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 5.30 Human Capital MLS 2020 

Drama. Liev Schreiber, 

Marisa Tomei.

 7.05 Inherit The Viper 16LC 

2019 Drama. For siblings 

Kip and Josie, dealing 

opioids is the family 

business. When a deal 

goes fatally wrong, Kip 

decides he wants out. 

Josh Hartnett, Margarita 

Levieva.

 8.30 Alone 16VL 2020 Thriller. 

When a kidnapped 

traveller escapes from 

her captor’s remote 

cabin, she is forced 

to battle the elements 

as her pursuer closes 

in. Jules Willcox, Marc 

Menchaca.

 10.10 Crisis 16VC 2020 Thriller.

  TUESDAY  

 12.05 The Nest 16L 2020 Drama.

 1.50 Waves 16LC 2019 Drama.

 4.05 Death And Life Of John 

F Donovan  

16LS 2018 Drama.

 6.05 Outback MVLC 2020 Thriller.

 7.30 Monster Hunter  

MVC 2020 Action.

 9.10 Happiest Season  

ML 2020 Comedy.

 10.50 The King Of Staten 

Island 16L 2020 Comedy.

 1.05 We Summon The 

Darkness  

16VLSC 2019 Horror.

 2.35 Endings Beginnings  

16LSC 2019 Drama.

 4.25 Jumanji: The Next 

Level PGVL 2019 Adventure.

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud PG Troll’s 

Choice Rolls-Royce.

 6.35 Outback Opal 

Hunters PGL 

 7.30 Aussie Mega 

Mechanics PG Crane 

Down.

 8.30 Airplane Repo PG Flying 

Blind.

 9.30 All On The Line PG 

Cinderella Tuna.

 10.30 Naked And Afraid MLC A 

Tangled Web in Texas.

 11.25 Naked And Afraid 

XL MLC Banished but Not 

Broken.

  TUESDAY  

 1.05 What On Earth? PG 

 1.55 Deadliest Catch M 

 2.45 Naked And Afraid XL M 

 4.25 Gold Rush PG 

 5.15 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 6.05 How Do They Do It? PG 

 6.30 How It’s Made PG 

 6.55 House Hunters 

Renovation PG 

 7.45 House Hunters 

International PG 

 8.10 House Hunters 

International PG 

 8.35 Top Gear PG 

 9.25 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 10.20 Aussie Mega 

Mechanics PG 

 11.15 Outback Opal 

Hunters PGL 

 12.10 How It’s Made PG 

 12.35 How Do They Do It? PG 

 1.05 Naked And Afraid XL MC 

 2.55 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 3.50 Deadliest Catch MLC 

 4.45 Gold Rush MLC 

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 5.20 Doctor Who PG 0 
 6.30 Home And Away PG 0   

Nikau starts a new 
course; Dean takes the 
next step.

 7pm Shortland Street PG 0   
Jojo stands her ground; 
Chris faces a grim future.

 7.30 Beauty And The Geek  

PG 0   
Connections blossom; a 
pro-wrestling challenge 
proves to be the ultimate 
challenge.

 8.40 First Dates Australia ML 0 
 9.45 Naked Attraction: 

Naughtiest Bits 18LSC 0 
 10.40 Two And A Half Men  

PGC 3 0 

  TUESDAY  
 12.35 Wynonna Earp MV 0 
 1.20 Shortland Street PG 3 0 
 1.45 Infomercials 

 2.40 Selling Houses 

Australia 3 0 
 4.20 The Middle 3 0 
 4.40 American Housewife  

PG 3 0 
 5am Infomercials 

 6am Les Mills Born To Move 0 
 6.25 Hey Duggee 0 
 6.35 Clifford The Big Red 

Dog 3 0 
 7am Eliot Kid 0 
 7.25 SpongeBob 

SquarePants 0 
 7.50 The Deep 3 0 
 8.15 Darwin And Newts 0 
 8.30 Dorothy And The Wizard 

Of Oz 0 
 8.40 Book Hungry Bears 3 0 
 8.50 Daniel Tiger’s 

Neighbourhood 0 
 9am Infomercials 

 10am Les Mills Bodycombat 0 
 10.30 Mike And Molly 3 0 
 10.55 Friends 3 0 
 11.55 F Downton Abbey PG 0 
 2pm The Mindy Project PGC 0 
 2.30 Home And Away PG 3 0 
 3pm Shortland Street PG 3 0 
 3.30 Bluey 3 0 
 3.40 Get Clever 3 0 
 4.05 Unikitty! 3 0 
 4.30 Friends 3 0 
 5pm The Simpsons PG 3 0 
 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 3 0 

 5pm Aussie Gold Hunters PG  

Series following crews 

of gold prospectors 

determined to find a 

fortune.

 6pm Newshub Live At 6pm  

Comprehensive coverage 

of global and local news.

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 The Block Australia PG 0   

The contestants and 

judges do not see eye 

to eye when the teams 

check out each other’s 

rooms.

 8.40 Sydney Harbour Force 0   

Follow the elite team 

who work day and night 

to keep the world-

famous waterfront 

running.

 9.40 Cocaine: Living With 

The Cartels 16 3 0   

Chanel and Troi witness 

the drug’s origin in 

Colombia’s Amazon 

rainforest; Louis 

encounters a cocaine 

smuggler in hiding.

 10.35 Newshub Late 

 11.05 The Hui 

 11.40 Newshub Nation 3 

  TUESDAY  

 12.45 Infomercials 

 6am The AM Show 3 

 9am Infomercials 

 10.30 Bondi Vet 3 0 

 11.30 Newshub Live At 

11:30am 

 Noon House Hunters 

Renovation 0 

 1pm Beachfront Bargain 

Hunt 0 

 1.30 Nature’s Strangest 

Mysteries: Solved 0 

 2pm Celebrity Family Feud  

PG 3 0 

 3pm Millionaire Hot Seat 

 4pm Tiny Luxury 0 

 4.30 Newshub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 5pm Tagata Pasifika  

The latest in Pacific 

news and current affairs.

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Storage Wars PGL 3 0 

 7pm Surveillance Oz PGV 0 

 7.30 American Pickers 

 8.30 M Gangs Of New 

York 16VLS 0 2002 Historical 

Drama. In 1863, in a New 

York ruled by street 

gangs, the son of a gang 

leader is determined 

to avenge his father’s 

death. Leonardo 

DiCaprio, Daniel Day-

Lewis, Cameron Diaz.

  TUESDAY  

 12.05 The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 

 1.05 Love Island UK 16LS 

 2.10 Closedown 

 2.30 Infomercials 

 8am Ready Set Dance 0 

 8.05 Butterbean’s Cafe 0 

 8.30 Blue’s Clues And You 0 

 9am A Place In The Sun 3 

 11am Shipping Wars PGL 3 0 

 11.30 Six Million Dollar 

Man PGV   

Steve witnesses an 

attempted assassination 

and the identity of the 

attacker shocks him.

 12.30 American Pickers 3 0 

 1.30 Parks And 

Recreation PGC 0   

A cult predicting the end 

of the world reserves a 

park.

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 3 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm American Pickers 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun PGC 3 0   

Dick battles with his rival 

for Mary’s affections, 

while Sally thinks Don is 

losing interest in her.

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Pukana 3 

 5.30 Te Mana Kuratahi 3 

 6pm Haka Ngahau A-Rohe: 

Te Arawa 3 

 6.30 Te Ao Marama 

 7pm Globe 

 7.30 Moosemeat And 

Marmalade 3 

 8pm Te Ao With Moana: 

Summer Series 

 8.30 M Westwind: DJalu’s 

Legacy ML 2017 Documentry.

 10pm Ki Tua 3 

 10.30 Whiua Te Paatai 3 

 11pm Te Ao Marama 

 11.30 Closedown 

  TUESDAY  

 6.30 E Ki E Ki 3 

 6.35 Waiata Mai 3 

 6.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 7am Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 7.10 Te Nutube 3 

 7.20 Kia Mau 3 

 7.30 Purakau 3 

 7.40 Smooth 3 

 7.50 He Rourou 3 

 8am Ariki 3 

 8.30 Oranga Ngakau 3 

 9.30 Whanau Bake-Off 3 

 10am Moosemeat And 

Marmalade 3 

 10.30 Whanau Living 3 

 11am Waiata Nation 3 

 11.30 Tangaroa With Pio 3 

 Noon Te Ao Tapatahi 

 12.30 Matangireia PG 3 

 1pm The Outliers 3 

 1.30 Toku Reo 3 

 2.30 Ako 3 

 3.30 E Ki E Ki 3 

 3.35 Waiata Mai 3 

 3.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 4pm Ariki 

 4.30 Potae Pai 3 

 4.40 Darwin And Newts 3 

 4.50 He Rourou 3 

 5pm Swagger 3 

 5.30 Te Mana Kuratahi 3 

 5pm Gordon Ramsay’s 

Ultimate Home 

Cooking PG 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 6.30 Salvage Hunters 

 7.30 Martin Clunes Island Of 

America PG 

 8.30 Uncharted New Zealand 

 9pm Rick Stein’s Cornwall 

 9.30 Joanna Lumley’s Unseen 

Adventure PG 

 10.30 Salvage Hunters 

 11.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

  TUESDAY  

 12.30 Gordon Ramsay’s 

Ultimate Home 

Cooking PG 

 1.30 Gino’s Italian Escape 

 2am Money For Nothing 

 4am Martin Clunes Island Of 

America PG 

 5am Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 6am Money For Nothing 

 7am Gordon Ramsay’s 

Ultimate Home 

Cooking PG 

 9am The Great Food Truck 

Race PG 

 10am Gino’s Italian Escape 

 10.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 11.30 Salvage Hunters 

 12.30 Joanna Lumley’s Unseen 

Adventure PG 

 1.30 Uncharted New Zealand 

 2pm Rick Stein’s Cornwall 

 2.30 Martin Clunes Island Of 

America PG 

 3.30 How Do Animals Do That? 

 4.30 Jamie And Jimmy’s Food 

Fight Club 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 5.30 Shark Tank PG 

 6.30 Botched PGLSC 3 

 7.30 Snapped MVC   

The body of a mechanic 

is found floating in a river. 

Evidence leads Police to a 

killer fuelled by addiction 

and greed.

 8.30 An Unexpected Killer 16VC 

 9.30 Accident, Suicide Or 

Murder? 16C 

 10.30 Snapped MVC 3 

 11.25 Killer Couples MVC 3 

  TUESDAY  

 12.15 Infomercials 

 10am Dating #NoFilter MLS 3 

 10.30 Botched PGLSC 3 

 11.30 Snapped MVC 3 

 12.30 Killer Couples MVC 3 

 1.30 The Real Housewives Of 

New York City M 

 2.30 Catfish 3 

 3.25 Face Off PGC 3 

 4.25 Love It Or List It 

 5.30 Shark Tank PG 

5pm Checkpoint With Lisa 
Owen. News and current affairs 
programme.  
6.30 Trending Now  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
10pm News At Ten  
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.  
11.04 Nashville Babylon With 
Mark Rogers.  

TUESDAY   
12.04 All Night Programme  
5am First Up With Nathan Rarere.  
6am Morning Report With Susie 
Ferguson and Corin Dann.  
9.06 Nine To Noon  
With Kathryn Ryan.  
Noon Midday Report  
With Mani Dunlop.  
1.06 Afternoons  
With Jesse Mulligan.  
3.45 The Panel  
With Wallace Chapman.  
5pm Checkpoint With Lisa Owen.  

RFDS: Royal Flying Doctor Service 
 8.30pm on TVNZ 1

Gangs of New York 
 8.30pm on Prime

Uncharted New Zealand 
 8.30pm on Choice

Compiled by29Nov21

© TVNZ 2021 © TVNZ 2021

 1am Gallagher 

Premiership (RPL) 

Harlequins v London.

 3am French Top 14 (RPL) 

Montpellier v Castres.

 5am Gallagher 

Premiership (RPL) 

Saracens v Sale.

 7am French Top 14 (RPL) 

Montpellier v Castres.

 9am French Top 14 (RPL) 

Racing 92 v Bordeaux 

Begles.

 11am Cricket: 

International (HLS) India 

v Blackcaps: First Test, 

Day One.

 Noon Cricket: 

International (HLS) India 

v Blackcaps: First Test, 

Day Two.

 1pm Cricket: 

International (HLS) India 

v Blackcaps: First Test, 

Day Three.

 2pm Cricket: 

International (HLS) India 

v Blackcaps: First Test, 

Day Four.

 3pm Cricket: 

International (HLS) India 

v Blackcaps: First Test, 

Day Five.

 4pm Playmakers: Rugby 

Stories 

 4.30 Women’s: Black Ferns v 

France (HLS) First Test.

 5pm Women’s: Black Ferns v 

France (HLS) Second Test.

 5.30 All Blacks v 

Wallabies (RPL) Bledisloe 

Cup: Game One.

SKY SPORT 1
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ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

A BOY CALLED
CHRISTMAS (PG)
MON 1.15pm, 5.45pm
TUE 11am, 1.15pm,
5.45pm
ETERNALS (M) MON
2pm, 5.05pm, 8.10pm
TUE 11am, 5.05pm,
8.10pm
FALLING FOR FIGARO
(M) MON 6.05pm
TUE 11.15am, 6.05pm
LAST NIGHT IN SOHO
(R16) MON, TUE 3.40pm,
8.20pm
NO TIME TO DIE (M)
MON, TUE 3.15pm, 8pm
PETITE MAMAN (PG)
MON 1.30pm, 6.30pm
TUE 11.15am, 1.30pm,
6.30pm
RON’S GONE WRONG
(PG) MON, TUE 3.30pm
THE POWER OF THE
DOG MON, TUE 1pm,
8.20pm
VENOM: LET THERE BE
CARNAGE (M) MON
1.20pm, 3.45pm, 6pm,
8.20pm. TUE 11am,
1.20pm, 3.45pm, 6pm,
8.20pm

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

Times may vary
subject to late change,

ELECTRICIAN . All
works certified. 10%
off hourly rate. Paul,
0226 783 024.
LOST control of empty
section/paddock? I have
machine to handle long
grass, scrub, gorse &
similar vegetation up to
20mm thick. Ph 0274
555 964, www.avantst
contracting.com

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.

PART-TIME
GRILL COOK

WANTED
for local Burger Shop
Hours 4.30pm to 9pm

For an interview
and pay rate

discussion
Phone 021 129 3001

QUALITY Firewood
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz

FITTER WELDER
We are looking for a
Fitter Welder with a

good range of skills and
experience to join our

company.
We undertake a wide
range of projects and
maintenance for local

industries.
Night Bright

Engineering Ltd
Ph 027 2933 943 or

06 867 1484
Email: admin@

nightbright.co.nz

BUY now, 4m3 Macro
$400, Gum 2m3 $220
or 4m3 $420. Manuka
2m3 $300 or 4m3 $580.
Pine 4m3 $280. Ph 862
8876. Macs Firewood.

4 person instant up
Coleman tent, full head
room, $220, excell
cond. Ph 0275 830 602.
BICYCLE Bell helmet,
medium, black, excell
cond $20. Ph 867 4278.
EMBROIDERY books
x2 $4. Readers Digest
do it yourself manuel &
repair manual $5 the
lot. Bed cover, cream,
with duvet, $10.
Cutlery set on rack,
24pce $20. Ph 867
2701.

GLOBE school shoes,
black lace-up, USA11,
as new cond $20. Ph
867 4278.
MANS dress shoes,
black leather, size 10,
lace-up. Worn once
$15. Ph 867 4278.
M A N S suit, 2pce,
black, small. Trousers
size 77cm. Worn once.
$50. Ph 867 4278.
MINI Essentials spray
tanning machine $20
Chinese tea set $10,
The Gardener Range
leaf collectors uno-
pened and lawn aerator
sholes $20 the lot; giant
road racing bike 24sp
gc $350; Boy London
collectors watch $25;
ladies watch $20; man’s
watch $15; Pokemon
watch $15. Ph only 021
028 79311.
NUTRI Ninja 2-in-1
baking set, unused,
blender used, with
manuels, $50 ono.
Quality Foot Spa, used
twice $55 ono; Zip
cordless kettle + 2
bases, $20 ono, pair
Panasonic bluetooth
phones, all extras, $50,
round plastic tank, $10.
Pair of genuine Thomas
Cook Johnny Reb
boots, black, size 10/11,
$155 ono. Ph 863 1976.
REAR spoiler wing to
a Toyota Super custom
van $150; Lineup 4
game $15; 5 x mens
shirts, not opened, size
10, $20 the lot; baby
love child’s car seat
$15; Harry Potter
colouring in set $15;
mirror with shell work
$20. Ph only 021 028
79311.
SILAGE wagon side
delivery, be ready for
the next drought, $1000
ono. Ph 027 390 6851,
862 7765.
STEEL capped shoes,
size 7, Brand John Bull,
excell cond $60. Ph 867
4278.

F A R M trailers, hy-
draulic tip 2-wheeler.
4-wheeler trailer.
Offers. Silage wagon
side delivery, be ready
for the next drought,
$1000 ono. Ph 027 390
6851, 862 7765.

WANTED:
UTES AND SUVs

CASH PAID
Phone Tyler, Enterprise

027 728 2472

HOT sexy blonde talk
live. Ph 0900-44-666.
$3.99+GST pm. (R18)

HYDRALADA’S for
hire, $65/day. Ph 0274
485 188.

DRINK drive/criminal
lawyer. Strong defence.
Ph/text 022 048 9086.

Entertainment

NOTICE BOARD

Gisborne District Council

Work Wanted

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

Firewood

Readers
Bargains

Readers
Bargains

Cars WantedCars Wanted

FARMING

     Farm

Machinery 

AT YOUR SERVICE

Adult

Entertainment

Hire

Trade

Services

18X4 LOST ANIMAL

Have you lost 
a furry family 

member?

has free listings in our classified section for 
lost and found animals. Phone 869 0601.

You can sell 
anything by 
advertising

Classifieds 869 0601

Business 869 0616

Focus On 

The Land

Farming news 

and local profi les. 

Wednesdays and 

Saturdays in your 

Gisborne Herald

Having 
a garage 

sale 
Saturday?

Deadline 
to advertise 

is 2pm 
Thursday.

Classifieds
Phone 

869 0601

Stand Out
Give your advertisement 

a boost with a 

HIGHLIGHTER

ACCOUNTING 
POSITION

A position exists 
within our firm 
that would suit a 
qualified, partly 
qualified or person 
with chartered 
accountancy ex- 
perience.

The primary role to 
be completion of 
financial statements 
and tax returns. 
In addition to this 
a variety of other 
work is involved, 
including budgeting, 
tax planning, and 
finance matters.

Please send a CV 
to:

Chrisp & Davidson
greg@chrisp.co.nz

www.gdc.govt.nz 

15 Fitzherbert Street
PO Box 747 Gisborne 4040

PHONE 06 867 2049
FREEPHONE 0800 653 800

EMAIL service@gdc.govt.nz

P
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IC
E Notice of Removal 

of Minimum Parking 
Requirements 
from the Tairāwhiti 
Resource 
Management Plan
On 23 November 2021, and in 
accordance with Policy 11 and clause 
3.38 of the National Policy Statement 
on Urban Development 2020 (NPS-UD), 
Gisborne District Council has amended 
the Tairāwhiti Resource Management 
Plan (TRMP) to remove or amend all 
objectives, policies, rules, or assessment 
criteria that have the effect of requiring 
a minimum number of car parks to be 
provided for any development, land use, 
or activity.

The parking design standards and 
minimum loading space requirements 
in the TRMP are not impacted by the 
NPS-UD and remain applicable to new 
development proposals.

As required by Section 55 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991, these 
changes to the TRMP have been made 
without a schedule 1 process (the typical 
public submission process for plan 
changes).

The changes to the TRMP have 
immediate effect.
This notice is given in accordance 
with Section 55(2A)(b) of the Resource 
Management Act 1991.

The associated document is on our 
website https://www.gdc.govt.nz/
council/tairawhiti-plan   

If you have any questions please contact 
shane.mcghie@gdc.govt.nz 

Nedine Thatcher-Swan
Chief Executive
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*The total amount payable can be calculated by multiplying the payment shown by 312. The interest rate for the term is fi xed. All contracts subject to Finance company approval. No repayments for the fi rst 6 months, interest runs from the commencement date and 
capitalised monthly through the repayment period. This offer does not apply to any other Specials/Sales promotions. Four year warranty available with purchase and does not apply to taxis, couriers or rentals. A $100 excess for petrol and $300 for diesel vehicles. 
Payments based on no deposit and include a 4 year warranty petrol $1795 diesel $2295 over 72 months and include a $375 establishment fee ORC (on road costs) $495 includes plates, 6 months registration, service, WOF and groom. This offer expires 5pm 02/12/2021.
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www.enterprisegisborne.co.nz
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KFC

Enterprise 
Motor Group Steven Shields

027 483 9666 

Mike Rice

027 252 8229

Tyler Prosser

027 728 2472

Tom Dymock TJ

027 395 6611

ENTERPRISE
MOTOR GROUP

Trevor Braybrook

027 475 8747

MOTOR GROUP

5 door hatch, airbags, tints, climate air conditioning, economical

5 door hatch, automatic, alloys, airbags, climate air conditioning

1.8 litre, tints, air conditioning, airbags, central locking

2.3 litre, remote locking, family size, alloys

Family size, 8 seater, alloys, tints, dual sliding doors

2012 MAZDA DEMIO

2016 SUZUKI SWIFT

2016 NISSAN SYLPHY

2011 MAZDA MPV

2012 NISSAN SERENA

2016 MAZDA AXELA

FREE
$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE
$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE
$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE
$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE
$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

2016 MAZDA AXELA2016 MAZDA AXELA

FREE
$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

CHRISTMAS DEALS
ON NOW

www.enterprise.co.nz
2012 MAZDA DEMIO

CHRISTMAS DEALSCHRISTMAS DEALS
EASY FINANCE 

NO DEPOSIT 
AVAILABLE T.A.P

CHRISTMAS DEALS
ON NOW

CHRISTMAS DEALS
OPEN
7

DAYS
2011 MAZDA MPV2011 MAZDA MPV

2012 NISSAN SERENA

2016 MAZDA AXELA2016 MAZDA AXELA

NOW

$9561 
+ORC

NOW

$10,844 

NOW

$11,576 
+ORC

NOW

$11,990 
+ORC

NOW

$12,915 
+ORC

NOW

$15,835 
+ORC

1.5 litre, auto, very economical, great looking sedan, alloys, tints, 

great value
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NZ new, tints, heads up display, central locking, Bluetooth

4WD, 2.4 litre, 7 seater, alloys, tints, Bluetooth, airbags

Awesome 4WD, 3.2 automatic, diesel, Tuf-deck, towbar, 

reverse camera, hardlid

2.5 litre, AWD, reverse camera, alloys, airbags, central locking

2 litre, auto, dual sliding doors, tints, low kms

4WD, auto, diesel, low kms, 2.3 litre, canopy, Bluetooth, 

Navigation

2016 MAZDA 6

2014 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

2017 FORD RANGER XLT

2017 SUBARU FORRESTER

2019 NISSAN NV350

FREE

$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE

$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE

$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE

$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

FREE

$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

NO DEPOSIT
*PAYMENTS TO SUIT YOU

FREE
$500

FUEL
VOUCHER

2017 SUBARU FORRESTER2017 SUBARU FORRESTER

FUEL
VOUCHERW

ITH EVERY VEHIC
LE

FREE

$500 
FUEL 
VOUCHER 
ON THIS VEHICLE

2017 SUBARU FORRESTER2017 SUBARU FORRESTER

ERER 2019 NISSAN NV350

2017 FORD RANGER XLT

2017 SUBARU FORRESTER2017 SUBARU FORRESTER2017 SUBARU FORRESTER

NOW

$16,255 
NOW

$18,417 

NOW

$20,645 
NOW

$31,565 
+ORC

NOW

$41,754 
NOW

$55,990 

2020 NISSAN NAVARA ST-X



CRICKET

PERTH has a 50-50 chance of hosting the 
fifth Ashes test between Australia and England, 
Western Australia Cricket Association chief 
executive Christina Matthews said.

The Ashes finale is scheduled for January 
14 at Perth Stadium but the fixture remains in 
doubt due to Western Australia’s strict Covid-19 
policies.

Matthews said earlier this month she was 
“very positive” about the match going ahead in 
Perth despite concerns that players and staff 
might have to quarantine upon arrival. She had 

also said Tasmania’s attempt to move the test to 
Hobart was doomed to fail.

Matthews was far from certain over the 
weekend.

“I’d probably say at the moment I’m 50-50,” she 
told ABC Radio. “I’d gone as high as 97 percent 
but I’ve gone back to 50-50. We’ll wait and see.”

The WA state government would need to relax 
some restrictions for the test to go ahead in 
Perth.

The five-test Ashes is due to begin on 
December 8 in Brisbane. Australia retained 
the Ashes when the teams last met in 2019 in 
England after a 2-2 series draw. — RNZ

Perth Ashes in doubt

STRICT POLICIES: 
Western Australia 
has maintained 
tight border 
controls during the 
pandemic, and WA 
Cricket Association 
Chief has now put 
Perth’s chances of 
hosting the Ashes 
at 50-50. The 
stadium is pictured 
during the opening 
of the AFL grand 
final in September.  
  AAP picture
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        JUMBO CROSSWORD SOLUTION 1518

ACROSS: 1 Retreat, 4 Royal flush, 9 Apology, 13 Spry, 14 Handel, 15 

Remote, 16 Connive, 19 Nincompoop, 20 Intended, 21 Haunt, 24 

Steady, 25 Strong, 27 Beermaker, 32 Asterisk, 33 Senior, 34 Factual, 38

Academic, 39 Voodoo, 40 Veal, 41 Stage, 42 Humid, 45 Steak and 
kidney, 52 Slant, 55 Ashes, 56 Trip, 57 Viable, 58 Comedown, 61 

Possess, 62 Trusty, 63 Scornful, 66 Transient, 68 Frosty, 69 Caveat, 73 

Fetch, 74 Initiate, 76 Interested, 81 Logical, 82 Gifted, 83 Puppet, 84 

Crop, 85 Pretend, 86 Phenomenal, 87 Decided.  
DOWN: 1 Resin, 2 Thronged, 3 Tramps, 4 Radio, 5 Yell, 6 Lurking, 7
Limits, 8 Satin, 10 Prop, 11 Lineage, 12 Giving, 17 Condescend, 18 

Ferry, 22 Cookbook, 23 Fatal, 24 Spinach, 26 Twin, 28 Evolved, 29 

Genius, 30 Unlock, 31 Margin, 33 Sedan, 35 Total, 36 Calm, 37 Wade, 
43 Upshot, 44 Ideas, 46 Tire, 47 Aspirin, 48 Advise, 49 Diary, 50 Illusion, 
51 Yvonne, 52 Speculated, 53 Ahoy, 54 Tonight, 59 Using, 60 Port, 64 

Fiend, 65 Fettered, 67 Receipt, 68 Freedom, 70 Devour, 71 Hasten, 72 

Defend, 75 Thigh, 77 Nepal, 78 Duped, 79 Warn, 80 Spin. J
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Tuesday, November 30, 2021

 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Kaley Cuoco, 36; Elisha Cuthbert, 39; Ben Stiller, 56; Billy Idol, 66.

Happy Birthday:
Weigh the pros and cons before you progress. Turn every negative into a 
positive, and keep your life simple, moderate and doable. An independent, do-
it-all attitude will prove to work in your favor. Take note of what others do, but 
formulate and execute plans in a unique fashion. You won't be disappointed in 
the results you get. Your numbers are 8, 15, 21, 24, 30, 37, 46.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Take a backseat, be patient and listen carefully. You stand to win if you 
understand your place, value and the best way to gain by accommodating 
others. Don't take a risk with your health, reputation or investments. 3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
A sudden change will backfire if you take on too much too fast. Take a moment 
to work out the logistics, and you'll realize what's required if you want to 
become successful. Self-improvement projects are in your best interest. 3 
stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Explore new possibilities, and use your skills to achieve something you want 
to conquer. Taking a diverse approach to life, work and happiness will bring 
stellar results and encourage exciting partnerships. Dedicate more time to 
educational pursuits and a promising future. 5 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
An incident will arise if you let your emotions take over. Focus on doing the 
best job possible, and you will receive recognition for a job well done. Refuse 
to let jealousy or insecurity cause a rift with someone you love. 2 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Spend more time nurturing what you've worked so hard to build and the 
relationships that are meaningful to you, and you'll feel good about your 
accomplishments. Make arrangements that will help stabilize how you live and 
conduct your life. 4 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Aim high and refuse to let anything or anyone stand in your way. Your 
expectations will exhaust you, but the rewards will replenish your soul. Hard 
work pays off, and wasting time arguing a moot point will slow you down. 3 
stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Put your heart and soul into making your surroundings more convenient and 
comfortable. Your strength will come from doing what's best for you. Pay 
attention, expand your mind and put your energy where it will encourage 
prosperity and praise. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Refrain from sharing personal information or revealing how you feel. Be a 
good listener; it will give you the upper hand when dealing with peers, friends 
and relatives. Take a unique approach to life, and you'll enjoy more and stress 
less. 3 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Be clear about what you want and plan to do. Speak from the heart, and 
address matters that will help you get ahead. Don't underestimate others or 
take on more than you can handle. Inconsistency will hold you back. 4 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Make rational decisions. If you let your emotions take over, you will regret the 
promises you make. Put your health and personal needs first. Take a creative, 
energetic approach to work and how you handle money. Romance is in the 
stars. 2 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Put more thought into investments, contracts and your lifestyle. Choose a 
healthy, fit way to live, and you will be happy with the results. Looking and 
feeling your best will give you the boost you need to do a good job. 5 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Mull over how you feel about your relationships with others. Make a point to 
reach out to someone who shares your beliefs and long-term goals. A healthy 
conversation will help resolve issues that can hold you back. 3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are emotional, caring and persistent. You are unique and astute.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD No.11,459

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Siren (9)

 8. Pinch (3)

 9. Splendid (11)

 11. One more (7)

 12. Creek (5)

 13. Lay (6)

 15. Clergyman (6)

 17. Animal track (5)

 18. Uniform (7)

 20. Rude (11)

 22. Clamour (3)

 23. Cede (9)

 2. Epoch (3)

 3. Leg part (5)

 4. Refugee (6)

 5. Particular (7)

 6. Unacceptable (11)

 7. Sight (9)

 10. Handsome (4-7)

 11. Ambush (9)

 14. Pertinent (7)

 16. Dread (6)

 19. Join (5)

 21. Born (3)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
Across: 7 Needy; 8 Hoodlum; 
9  E x t r e m e ;  1 0  V i s i t ; 
12 Contortion; 15 Petitioner; 
1 8  R e p e l ;  1 9  T h o u g h t ; 
2 1  D r e s s e r ;  2 2  S p i n e .  
Down: 1 Interloper; 2 Petty; 
3 Type; 4 Threat; 5 Converse; 
6 Elast ic ;  11 Tongue-t ied; 
13  Ou tc lass ;  14  S topper ; 
16 Outcry; 17 Again; 20 Oust.
CRYPTIC
Across: 7 Rhoda; 8 Peasant; 
9 Veteran; 10 Dinar; 12 Deep 
s e c r e t ;  1 5  C o a t  o f  a r m s ; 
1 8  R e a l m ;  1 9  W i n k i n g ; 
2 1  U n e q u a l ;  2 2  C h a r m .  
Down: 1 Private car; 2 Month; 
3 Fair; 4 Open up; 5 Daydream; 
6 Laundry; 11 Return game; 
13 Enormous; 14 Cabaret; 16 At 
will; 17 Vicar; 20 Nice.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 11,458
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1. Dishonour seed order put 
on packing case (9)

 8. Nothing you and I are 
bound to pay (3)

 9. An offer in favour of social 
standing (11)

 11. Augur wager will be all 
right, even 50 per cent 
more (7)

 12. Unconcealed implication 
puts one out (5)

 13. Hothead leaves smoker's 
requisite on the wrong 
path (6)

 15. Something to fight with in 
awe – a pony perhaps (6)

 17. More subtle penalty 
exactor? (5)

 18. Perhaps dispel great 
anger through an 
atrocity (7)

 20. Find free tin not very 
good (11)

 22. Boy appears before long 
without ring (3)

 23. Seriously, be the 
breadwinner with new 
style (9)

 2. A third of 23 given in 

audience (3)

 3. Criminal held by 

bishop (5)

 4. Foreigners in sale 

problems (6)

 5. Embodiment of almost 

epic volume (7)

 6. Think about confidence 

trick at entering 

church (11)

 7. Contrition offers half-hope 

for a number in pleasant 

surroundings (9)

 10. Not settled – 

extraordinary! (11)

 11. A jolly good time at fen 

base, perhaps (9)

 14. Shorten a spanner (7)

 16. Discuss taking one from 

tree (6)

 19. Subject of article by yours 

truly (5)

 21. There's nothing in being 

penniless (3)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOLUTION IN NEXT PUBLICATION.



SPORTS BRIEFS

Teams stuck in South Africa
IRISH rugby team Munster and Welsh side 

Cardiff could not leave South Africa as planned 
on Sunday after both returned positive Covid-19 
cases.

Cardiff said they had two positive cases, one 
suspected to be the new variant Omicron, and 
Munster have one case so far, but did not say 
whether the positive test was the new variant.

Both teams will isolate in their Cape Town 
hotels while they work out a way forward, having 
hoped to leave South Africa on a charter flight on 
Sunday along with fellow Welsh side Scarlets.

Munster, Scarlets, Cardiff and Italian side Zebre 
were in South Africa for matches in the United 
Rugby Championship when authorities raised the 
alarm about the Omicron variant.

The teams will have to isolate for 10 days on 
their return home, which will have a potentially 
massive impact on their future fixtures. — RNZ

Croatia into Davis quarterfinal
CROATIA have followed up their Davis Cup 

Finals victory over Australia by powering into the 
knock-out stages. Their triumph has knocked out 
Lleyton Hewitt’s side.

The Croats, who’d beaten Australia 3-0 last 
Thursday, defeated Hungary 2-1 on Sunday to seal 
their Group D triumph and set up a quarterfinal 
against hosts Italy in Turin.

It consigned Australia, who also beat Hungary 
2-1, to a second-place finish in the group, but 
their record of two rubbers won and four lost 
was never going to be enough to allow them to 
progress as one of the best runners-up.

Britain and Kazakhstan also advanced to the 
last-eight on Sunday by winning their groups.

Britain defeated the Czech Republic 2-1 to win 
Group C in Innsbruck, Austria, to set up a quarter-
final against either Serbia, led by world No.1 
Novak Djokovic, or a Germany team missing No.3 
Alexander Zverev.  — AP 

Victory remain unbeaten
MELBOURNE Victory have maintained their 

perfect start to life under Tony Popovic with a 
commanding 3-0 win in their A-League Men clash 
with Brisbane Roar.

A Kai Trewin own-goal and Nick D’Agostino’s 
first strike of the season gave the hosts a handy 
first-half lead at AAMI Park on Sunday before Ben 
Folami nodded home to put the result beyond 
doubt early in the second half.

Winger Marco Rojas had a huge hand in the 
result, setting up Victory’s second and third goals.

Last season’s wooden spooners now have two 
wins from as many ALM outings since Popovic 
took the reins this year, and also progressed in 
the FFA Cup with last week’s triumph over the 
coach’s former club Perth Glory. — AAP

Messi in goal action again
LIONEL Messi has set up all three goals as 

Paris St Germain stretched their Ligue 1 lead to 
14 points with a 3-1 comeback win at 10-man St 
Etienne.

But the Argentine superstar’s illustrious 
teammate Neymar sustained a possible ankle 
injury and was taken off on a stretcher in 
Sunday’s win.

PSG made the most of Timothee Kolodziejczak’s 
red card on the stroke of halftime as Messi fed 
Marquinhos for two headed goals and set up 
Angel Di Maria to seal a clinical turnaround after 
Les Verts had opened the scoring through Denis 
Bouanga.

The result puts the capital side on 40 points 
from 15 games, with third-placed Rennes having 
a chance to leapfrog Nice into second when they 
travel to Lorient later on Sunday. — AAP

Raducanu wows London crowd
LONDON — London’s Royal Albert Hall has 

provided a fitting stage for teenage tennis 
sensation Emma Raducanu’s first appearance on 
a British court since her astonishing US Open 
triumph.

Playing 79 days after an extraordinary run in 
New York culminated in victory over Canada’s 
Leylah Fernandez and being crowned Britain’s 
new tennis queen, the 19-year-old enjoyed a 
belated homecoming at the Victorian concert hall 
on Sunday.

The stakes were far lower for her exhibition 
match against Romanian Elena-Gabriela Ruse 
than when, as a qualifier ranked 150th in the 
world, she became Britain’s first female grand 
slam champion for 44 years in September.

A year she describes as “surreal” is tipped to 
end with her winning the prestigious BBC Sports 
Personality award, although the former go-karter 
says she’ll vote for F1 hero Lewis Hamilton. — AAP

MOTORSPORT 
by Philip Duncan, PA

LONDON — Sir Frank Williams 
was one of the most remarkable 
figures in British sport, a man who 
had to deal with tragedy and personal 
trauma as he carved out his Formula 
One legend from a wheelchair.

Williams, whose death at the age 
of 79 was announced on Sunday, 
took his famous motor racing team 
from an empty carpet warehouse to 
the summit of Formula One.

He oversaw 114 victories, 
a combined 16 drivers’ and 
constructors’ world championships, 
all while becoming the longest-
serving team boss in a cut-throat 
sport’s history.

Williams’ story is made all the 
more extraordinary by the way he 
overcame a horrific car crash in 
France which left him with injuries so 
devastating that doctors considered 
turning off his life-support machine.

But his wife Virginia ordered that 
her husband be kept alive and his 
sheer determination and courage — 
characteristics which personified his 
career — enabled him to continue 
working from a wheelchair.

He was Williams team principal 
for a further 34 years before F1’s 
greatest family team was sold to 
an American investment group in 
August 2020.

Francis Owen Garbett Williams 
was born in South Shields in the 
north-east of England on April 16, 
1942 to an RAF officer and a school 
headmistress.

Educated at St Joseph’s College, a 
private boarding school in Dumfries, 
it was there he became obsessed 
with cars following a ride in a Jaguar 
XK150.

A travelling salesman by day, he 
fulfilled his racing ambitions at the 
weekend and, aged just 24, launched 

his own team, Frank Williams Racing 
Cars.

Four years later, they were 
competing in Formula Two, and with 
flatmate and closest friend Piers 
Courage behind the wheel, Williams 
graduated to F1 in 1969 using a 
second-hand Brabham.

But tragedy struck at the 1970 
Dutch Grand Prix when Courage 
suffered a grizzly death in a crash 
which left Williams devastated.

Broke and with spiralling debts, 
he reluctantly sold 60 percent of 
his team to Walter Wolf in 1975 but, 
desperate for independence, severed 
ties with the Canadian businessman 
and set up shop at an old carpet 
warehouse in Didcot, Oxfordshire.

With a promising young engineer 
Patrick Head, Saudi Arabian funding 
and the hiring of an Australian driver 
Alan Jones, Williams Grand Prix 
Engineering became a tour de force.

At the 1979 British Grand Prix, 
Jones registered Williams’ first 
pole position before teammate Clay 
Regazzoni took the team’s maiden 
win a day later.

In 1980, Jones delivered Williams 
their first title. The team also 
won back-to-back constructors’ 
championships, while Keke Rosberg 
was crowned champion in 1982.

But, in 1986, Williams’ life would 
change forever.

Following a test at the Paul Ricard 
circuit in March, Williams set off on 
a 98-mile dash to Nice Airport in a 
rented Ford Sierra.

Travelling through the windy roads 
at speed, Williams lost control, the 
car ended up on its roof following 
a 2.5-metre drop into a field and 
he suffered a spinal fracture which 
would leave him in the wheelchair for 
the rest of his life.

“It was very unfair on my family, 
particularly my wife, because of how 
my circumstances changed,” he said 

later.
“In hindsight, it was a careless 

and a selfish thing to have done. Life 
went on, and I was able to continue, 
but it has been a handicap in the true 
sense of the word.”

Remarkably, Williams was back 
at the helm within nine months 
and over the ensuing 11 years, five 
further drivers’ championships as 
well as seven constructors’ titles, 
followed.

But there was more heartache for 
Williams when Ayrton Senna was 
killed in just his third race for the 
British team at the 1994 San Marino 
Grand Prix.

Williams’ daughter, Claire, said: 

“You can see the pain in his eyes 
every time he thinks about the 
accident.”

Williams was knighted in 1999 
but his team couldn’t replicate their 
heyday of the 1980s and 1990s. He 
stepped back in 2013, the year in 
which his wife died, allowing Claire 
to assume the day-to-day running of 
the team.

“”My dad leaves an incredible 
legacy on this sport. We will always 
remember that and we will always be 
proud of that,” said Claire.

Williams is survived by his three 
children, Claire and sons Jonathan 
and Jamie, and grandchildren Ralph 
and Nathaniel.

Motor racing mastermind

MARRED BY TRAGEDY: Williams Team Principal Sir Frank 
Williams in his team box during a practice session at the track 
in Montmelo in 2010. Williams took his motor racing team 
from an empty carpet warehouse to the summit of Formula 
One, overseeing 114 victories and a combined 16 drivers’ and 
constructors’ world championships.    AP picture

BOXING  
by Darren Walton, AAP

SYDNEY — George Kambosos 
Jnr has etched his name in 
Australian boxing folklore with a 
courageous points victory over 
Teofimo Lopez in their unified 
lightweight championship grudge 
match in New York.

As he boldly promised during the 
spiteful build-up, Kambosos is the 
new undisputed world champion 
after defying the odds to strip the 
previously unbeaten Lopez of his 
WBO, WBA and IBF titles with a 
mighty performance at Madison 
Square Garden.

The 28-year-old Sydneysider is 
the first Australian boxer in history 
to win three world title belts in one 
bout, a feat that eluded even Jeff 
Fenech and Kostya Tszyu, both 
widely recognised as the country’s 
two greatest pugilists.

Kambosos was an underdog to 
beat Lopez (16-0, 12KO) with the 

American adamant he’d take the 
challenger out in the first round.

Kambosos was having none of 
it, insisting three years serving as 
Manny Pacquiao’s sparring partner 
in the Philippines had steeled him 
for the biggest fight of his life.

And his prediction that power-
punching Lopez wouldn’t have 
a plan B if he couldn’t win early 
proved prophetic as Kambosos 
joined more celebrated but now less 
decorated compatriot Tim Tszyu 
with a perfect 20-from-20 pro record.

“Back yourself, believe in 
yourself,” Kambosos said after 
winning by split decision.

“I said it time after time — you 
guys might not believe it — but I 
believe in myself and look at me 
now.

“I’ve got all the jewels. I’m not 
the king. You’ve got your four kings. 
I’m the emperor because I come to 
every other country and I take them 
out, one by one.

“I’m the greatest fighter in 

Australian history.”
The blockbuster had been more 

than a year in the making following 
a staggering seven postponements, 
six different proposed locations 
and numerous legal challenges in 
a soap-opera build-up featuring 
in-fighting between boxers, 
promoters and lawsuits.

Both combatants were back in the 
ring for the first time since October 
2020, when Lopez, already the IBF 
lightweight champion, upset Vasiliy 
Lomachenko in Las Vegas to strip 
the Ukraine of his WBA and WBO 
straps.

Kambosos earned his shot at 
history with a split decision against 
Brit Lee Selby at Wembley more 
than a year ago but was forced 
to wait an extra five months after 
Lopez contracted COVID-19 before 
their scheduled clash on June 29.

The pair traded verbal barbs for 
months during a bitter lead-up that 
climaxed when the two fighters’ 
fathers physically clashed in a 

gymnasium during a media call last 
week.

The referee had his work cut out 
even before the bout trying keep the 
rivals apart, with Lopez warned “to 
keep it clean” in the first round for 
hitting Kambosos on the break.

Chasing an early knockout, 
Lopez came out feverishly throwing 
punches and landing a series of 
heavy blows to Kambosos’ head in 
the wild opening round.

But, standing his ground, it was 
Kambosos who took the round after 
dropping Lopez with a thunderous 
right overhand.

There was no surrender from 
Kambosos, as the challenger 
dominated the 11th round to put 
his nose back in front as blood 
streamed from a cut above Lopez’s 
left eye.

Kambosos was awarded the fight 
— and all the spoils — after holding 
firm in the final championship 
round, despite protests from Lopez 
that he’d won.

Kambosos downs Lopez in grudge match

FOOTBALL

LONDON — The cautious 
game plan, with Cristiano 
Ronaldo dropped to the 
bench, worked for Manchester 
United.

Hitting Chelsea on the 
counterattack, with Jadon 
Sancho scoring his first 
Premier League goal, and 
grabbing a point is the type 
of damage limitation-mode 

United is in this season.
Snatching a 1-1 draw 

on Sunday — after home 
humiliations to Liverpool 
and Manchester City in the 
fading embers of Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s reign — gives Ralf 
Rangnick a platform to build 
on.

The disappointment for 
United will be not holding 
onto the lead after Aaron 
Wan-Bissaka caught the back 

of Thiago Silva’s heel when 
clearing the ball. Jorginho 
equalised from a penalty in 
the 69th minute, a day before 
the Italian discovers if he has 
won the Ballon d’Or.

Jorginho had been at 
fault for the United goal 
in the 50th minute. Mis-
controlling a clearance from 
United midfielder Bruno 
Fernandes’ hooked long ball 
allowed Jadon Sancho to seize 

possession. The 21-year-old 
forward had the space to 
race through on goal before 
slipping a shot past goalkeeper 
Edouard Mendy that crept 
inside the right post. 

This positive result — after 
losing five of its last seven 
league games under Solskjaer 
— has taken United to within 
five points of West Ham in 
the fourth Champions League 
qualification place.

Manchester United draw at Chelsea
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RUGBY LEAGUE by Melissa Woods, AAP

MELBOURNE — Melbourne NRL star 
Brandon Smith has had his head turned by 
the Sydney Roosters, admitting he looked 
at their famous jumper during a meeting 
and thought: “I want to win a premiership in 
that jersey”.

A free agent for 2023, Smith says he’s 
made a decision on his NRL future but 
will meet with Storm coach Craig Bellamy 
before making it public.

I’ve made up my mind,” Smith told YKTR 
Sports podcast.

“I’ve still got a meeting with the Storm and 
Craig (Bellamy) is pretty persuading as well.”

He said he was blown away by the 
Roosters powerbrokers, coach Trent 
Robinson and club games record-holder 
Mitch Aubusson.

The 25-year-old has been courted by 
newcomers The Dolphins, Gold Coast 
and said that Penrith, Wests Tigers and 
Parramatta had also shown interest.

But he was particularly taken by the 
Roosters after being invited to Robinson’s 
house and making pizza with his French 
wife and family.

“The thing that really gets me is his love 
for culture — like, Aboriginal culture, Maori 
culture, Samoan culture, Tongan culture.

“He can talk about it. He knows so much 

stuff about it. Reads books on all those 
things. And that to me is special because 
obviously I am a proud Maori man . . . for 
him to be like that is awesome.

“He pretty much persuaded me with his 
words.”

Smith played golf with Kiwi test 
teammate Jared Waerea-Hargreaves and 
former Rooster stars Aubusson and Jake 
Friend and lunched with heavy-hitter Mark 
Bouris.

“Mitchy Aubo almost made me cry,” Smith 
said.

“How he spoke about the club and what 
they’ve done for him and the history of why 
they wear that jersey and why we play the 

way we do.
“Back in the ’20s, Bondi wasn’t what we 

see today. That’s what he was talking about. 
It pretty much wanted to make you cry.

“I was just looking at the Roosters jersey 
as he was saying it and I had goosebumps. 
I was looking at it going, ‘I want to win a 
premiership in that jersey’.”

He said he felt the Roosters were well 
positioned to set players up for life post-NRL.

“They want you to be set for life — they 
don’t want you to walk away with nothing 
from rugby league.

“They just pushed that. They can tell you 
how they are going to help you with life . . . 
it was just mind-blowing.”

In-demand Smith ‘blown away’ by Roosters

CRICKET by Ben O’Brien-Leaf

SATURDAY was a great day for cricket.
Scott Tallott made his first score of note this 

season, 70, in a match-winning partnership of 121 
with Dave Castle (69). Their third-wicket stand 
laid the platform for Bollywood High School Old 
Boys’ 104-run win against Siteworx Civil Horouta.

Tallott has always had the ability to tilt the 
balance in favour of any team he bats for and 
he gave everyone at the Harry Barker Reserve a 
timely reminder of that at the weekend.

The other big news in the Premier Grade was 
former Pirates captain Dane Thompson’s return 
for Coastal Concrete OBR. His teammate James 
Bristow hit the winning runs to give OBR victory 
by one wicket against a fiercely committed 
Galaxy World Gisborne Boys’ High School team. 
Thompson, in form, is superb and his return will 
give Doleman Cup champions OBR a huge boost.

That these two 25-year-olds made an impact 
is fantastic for their clubs (although one thought 
doesn’t a summer make — past Poverty Bay 
representatives or not).

In the Senior B Grade, Horouta batted Hope 
Cup champions the Bollywood Stars HSOB 
Presidents out of their clash by eight wickets, 
while Rawhiti Legal OBR weathered the storm 
against giant-killing Campion College. Craig 
Christophers’ OBR denied Campion a second top-
shelf scalp in as many weeks by three wickets.

Civil Project Solutions Ngatapa all-rounder 
Ryan West was in fine form against Gisborne 
Boys’ High School (2). He carried his bat for 56. 
The Green Caps won by 10 wickets.

Returning to the Premier Grade . . . the 
Carl Shaw-led HSOB lead the Doleman Cup 
competition with 11 points, OBR have 10, Horouta 
five and GBHS one.

Shaw won the toss, chose to bat and the blue-
and-whites put up 214-8 in 40 completed overs. 

HSOB lost tall left-hander Shaw with the score 
at 11 and his opening partner Baxter Mackay 
at 42. Then Tallott and Castle came together 
with one ball remaining in the 13th over. They 
advanced the team total to 163 before leg-spinner 
Karanbir Singh (5-50 off eight overs) had umpire 
Stewart Patrick adjudge Tallott out, leg before 
wicket, off the first ball of the 31st over.

“I middled an on-drive and a cover drive — I 
was happy with those,” Tallott said.

“I had to work for it, run hard for my runs 
against a Horouta team who bowled well.”

Horouta captain David Situ was pleased with 
the performance of Singh and Shubham Ralham 
and Bruno Judd with the new ball. The green-
and-yellow bowlers got through 20.1 overs before 
conceding their first run from a wide.

Such was the quality of first-drop Situ’s off-
side play with the bat in the second innings that 
Bay men’s assistant coach Ryan Majstrovic, in 
HSOB colours, thought that the Horouta skipper 
might be in the process of taking the game 
away from them. Situ played a typically gutsy 
hand for 49 off 59 balls at first drop before he 
was stumped by former Northern Districts and 
Auckland rep Cody Andrews, courtesy of the 
cunning Castle’s mixture of leg-spin and changes 
of pace.

Castle took 4-9 in 2.3 overs and seamer 
Marshall Norris, a seamer always capable of 
producing the unplayable ball, took 3-29 from 
four overs as The Waka were dismissed for 104 
in 20.3 overs. Aekamajot Singh, who had earlier 
bowled the first of only two wides in the first dig, 

made Horouta’s next-best individual score of 
nine, batting at No.4.

Situ confessed to feeling that his crew could 
have batted better and for more than 20.3 overs 
while Shaw also felt that his outfit had work-ons.

“It was nice to see some runs from  Scott and 
Dave and it’d be great to see scores like 70 and 
69 converted into centuries later in the season,” 
Shaw said.

“We’ve got a bit more to work on with our 
bowling, though. We need to take a page from 
Horouta’s book and be more accurate. I was 
happy that the boys took their chances when 
those came along. We have things to tighten up 
and improve on as the season progresses.”

TALENTED cricketers now back in the game 
bore great fruit at the weekend. 

James Bristow’s whipping half-pull, wide of 
Travis O’Rourke at mid-on for four — off the 
bowling of Boys’ High captain Nathan Trowell — 
ended the contest between OBR and Gisborne 
Boys’ High on the No.1 ground. Bristow (12 not 
out) hasn’t played cricket since he played for 
GBHS in the old Senior C Grade a decade ago, 
but his 21-run stand with leftie Josh Harris (7no) 
was one that will be seared into the hearts and 
minds of their opponents.

OBR brought up their one-wicket win off the 
first ball of the 37th over, to end a real fight with 
the Malcolm Trowell-coached GBHS. Trowell 
junior won the toss on a good hard deck and 
opted to bat first.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Trowell senior top-
scored with 40 from No.7, and former captain 
Daniel Stewart stepped up to make 30 off 51 balls 
in just under an hour batting at eight. Stewart 
and his coach shared in a partnership of 69 for 
the seventh wicket but both fell with the score at 
129, after the current skipper had made a classy 
20 before falling to Matthew Cook.

The old OBM, OBR, Bay firm of Cook (3-25 
from five overs) and Jimmy Holden (4-18 off 
seven) received great support from Holden’s 
new-ball partner Paul Stewart (2-27 off seven) 

and the menacing Dane Thompson.
Boys’ High were all out for 145 in 38 overs. 

Stewart mopped up the tail with consecutive 
balls, disturbing the furniture of Daniel Watts (8) 
and Matthew Foster — one of only two Year 13 
students in the side.

Stewart will start next week’s game against 
HSOB on a hat-trick.

Thompson didn’t take a wicket but he, as 
always, got the ball to lift. 

OBR skipper Nick Greeks liked what he saw.
“It was great to have Dane back — he hit the 

deck hard, bowled a great line and length — and 
it was a good toss to lose in the end because 
the pitch offered a bit to our opening bowlers,” 
Greeks said.

“Jim knocked off the top order, and Cookie 
was tidy and bowled a good wicket-to-wicket 
spell. Dane (29 from No.4) and Josh Adams (30 at 
first drop) batted well and got the innings moving 
forward. It was great to see James Bristow and 
Josh Harris put the bad ball away in an exciting 
end to a low-scoring game.

“I was proud of our boys and how they went 
about getting the job done.”

In the OBR innings, Nathan Trowell took 2-15 
off 5.1 overs and off-spinner Stewart took 2-18 
off seven, but Luke Fisher — the eighth and last 
bowler used — more than once came within 
millimetres of match-winner status with 2-9 from 
four overs.

Trowell junior knows his team competed hard. 
He knows he leads a unit who can beat each of 
the three other Premier Grade teams on their day.

“Wow what a game,” the second-year skipper 
said.

“There are so many positives to take out of 
that performance — Dad, Dan Stewart and I 
batted well, Cohen Loffler (1-28 off eight) bowled 
really well, Fisher changed the game by getting 
Nick (18 at No.5) and Ian Loffler (12, at No.6) out 
in the same over.

“Playing in the Doleman Cup is a great 
challenge — it’s tough but it’s exciting to play 
good, hard, competitive cricket.”

TAPPING POTENTIAL
Tallott and Thompson offer glimpses

SCOTT TALLOTT DANE THOMPSON
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CRICKET by Niall Anderson, NZ Herald

OH to be a touring cricket team in India, where 
you can play exceptionally well for four days yet still 
need to produce something special on the fifth to 
claim victory.

Such is life for the Black Caps after four gripping 
days of their first test in Kanpur, where they have 
battled and scrapped like few Kiwi sides before them, 
only to still be faced with a monumental task to come 
out victorious on the final day.

An undulating Day 4 ended with the Black Caps 
at 4-1 with Tom Latham and nightwatchman Will 
Somerville at the crease, chasing 284 for victory 
after India declared just before stumps.

The Black Caps lost Will Young in the four overs 
before play finished, trapped leg before wicket by 
Ravichandran Ashwin for two. Young tried to review 
the decision, but the allotted 15 seconds had passed 
just before he signalled for the review, and as he 
trudged off, it was shown to be yet another shocking 
decision from umpire Virender Sharma, with the ball 
missing leg stump.

With a minimum of 90 overs available on the final 
day, and now a man down, the Black Caps will not 
only need to make history — no overseas team 
has chased down a target as high as 284 in the 
fourth innings in India – but will have to do so at a 
decent clip, with a run rate in excess of three an over 
required to knock off the remaining 280 runs.

Perhaps victory won’t be the initial target. Based 
on their defensive batting mindset for most of Day 
3, which possibly stemmed from the difficulties in 
scoring on the low, slow and unpredictable pitch, 
survival could be the first instinct, before evaluating 
their situation later in the day.

Either way, New Zealand still have a sniff of 
their first test victory in India since 1988 — a good 
enough reason to throw caution to the wind and 

go for the win — and that sniff is the result of one 
of the best seam bowling displays seen in Indian 
conditions, with Kyle Jamieson and Tim Southee 
combining for 14 wickets.

Yet the visitors will still have mixed feelings after 
a day where they came so close to ripping through 
the Indian batting line-up, only to be denied by some 
middle-order resistance which may have won the 
game for the hosts.

Resuming at 14-1, leading by 63 runs, India 
collapsed in the opening session, tumbling to 51-5 as 
a path to New Zealand glory opened wide.

Jamieson and Ajaz Patel had removed 

India’s experienced — and out-of-form — pair of 
Cheteshwar Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane, before 
Southee continued his remarkable test with a double-
wicket maiden which threatened to swing the match 
New Zealand’s way.

First to go was Mayank Agarwal, who played 
at a ball that nipped away on a perfect line and 
flayed it to Latham at second slip, before two balls 
later Ravindra Jadeja was dismissed by another of 
Southee’s deep bag of tricks, trapped lbw by a ball 
that hooped into the left-hander.

India’s lead was just 100, and they were in strife, 
with just one all-rounder left, a wicketkeeper who 

hadn’t kept due to a stiff neck, and three bowlers.
But they also had first-innings centurion Shreyas 

Iyer still at the crease, and that all-rounder happened 
to be Ashwin, owner of five test centuries.

Also, after heavy workloads from Jamieson, 
Southee and Patel, skipper Kane Williamson had 
to utilise the less-threatening Rachin Ravindra and 
Somerville, allowing the Indian duo to settle, and 
reach lunch at 84-5.

Williamson’s decision was understandable before 
lunch, but puzzling afterwards, when Ravindra 
continued and seven overs passed before Jamieson 
was handed the ball.

Sure enough, with his second ball he made 
Ashwin play on to his stumps for 32, but a 
partnership of 52 had stretched India’s lead past 150.

Keeper Wriddhiman Saha, absent on Day 3 due 
to a neck injury, was then dropped on seven, with a 
powerful swipe off Somerville just bursting through 
the fingers of a leaping Henry Nicholls at short mid-
wicket. It was a tough chance, but hands went on 
heads and eyes went skywards, and the next ball 
went for six, just to rub it in.

Iyer made it a debut to remember by adding 65 
to his first-innings century, and by the end of Day 5 
he may be lauded as the man who saved India from 
defeat.

He departed in the final over before tea, gloving a 
Southee delivery down leg to keeper Tom Blundell, 
but by then the lead was 216, and Saha (61 not 
out) and Axar Patel (28 not out) made it three 
consecutive 50-run partnerships to put New Zealand 
on the back foot and set them a challenging fourth-
innings target, a target that became even tougher 
with Young’s dismissal.

Just how tough? New Zealand have only won two 
tests in Asia when batting last — beating Bangladesh 
in 2008 (chasing 317) and Pakistan in 1969 (chasing 
82). Now begins the quest to make it three.

Black Caps face mammoth task

HOWZAT: New Zealand wicketkeeper Tom Blundell appeals successfully for the 
dismissal of India’s Ajinkya Rahane during Day 4 of the test in Kanpur, India. AP picture
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide fine 17 32
Amsterdam rain 3 10
Bangkok cloudy 22 28
Beijing fine -1 6
Berlin drizzle 0 5
Brisbane rain 21 25
Buenos Aires fine 16 26
Cairo cloudy 14 29
Canberra showers 11 25
Cape Town drizzle 16 21
Delhi fog 9 26
Frankfurt drizzle 1 6
Geneva cloudy -3 3
Hong Kong fine 17 24
London showers 8 11
Los Angeles fine 11 26
Melbourne fine 15 29
Moscow rain 3 3
New York fine -1 6
Paris cloudy 1 9
Perth fine 13 24
Singapore windy 25 33
Stockholm cloudy -7 -5
Suva thunder 24 30
Sydney showers 16 23
Tokyo cloudy 5 17
Toronto rain -3 3

Cloud increasing. Rain 

developing in the afternoon 

with southerlies.

Rain. Southeasterlies. Mostly cloudy. Scattered 

rain, becoming confined to 

the ranges. Southeasterlies.

Rain, clearing later in the 

day and becoming fine. 

Northeasterlies.

TOMORROW WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Cloud increasing. 

Rain developing in 

the afternoon with 

southerlies.

Rain. 

Southeasterlies.

Rain, gradually 

clearing. 

Southeasterlies.

2004 –  Severe weather claimed 

the lives of two women in Hawkes 

Bay. Their vehicle was hit by a tree 

uprooted by winds of up to 130 

km/h near Hastings. The tree was 

lifted out of the ground by the force 

of the wind then snapped in half as 

it hit the car. The car then rolled on 

its side.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

NZ TOMORROW
Auckland fi ne 23
Hamilton showers 23
Tauranga showers 25
Rotorua showers 22
Taupo showers 21
Napier showers 25
New Plymouth showers 20
Palmerston North showers 19
Wellington showers 19
Christchurch showers 21
Queenstown fi ne 24
Dunedin showers 19

morning min  16
max  20

morning min  15
max  26

morning min  14
max  20

PROTECTION REQUIRED

SUN PROTECTION ALERT

Data provided by NIWA

–
Even on cloudy days

8  : 45 5  : 05
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GISBORNE

A slow-moving trough lies 

across central New Zealan, 

drifts north Tuesday and 

Wednesday, then clears the 

North Island late Wednesday. 

A new trough approaches 

the South Island Thursday. 

A ridge covers northern NZ 

and a second over the south.
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GOLF by Chris Taewa

POVERTY Bay-East Coast 
men’s golf team’s mission to lift 
themselves off the bottom of the 
New Zealand provincial pecking 
order is all about one word . . . 
birdies.

PBEC are in Ashburton for 
the 2021 New Zealand Men’s 
Interprovincial, which they start 
tomorrow morning against Otago.

The six-man PBEC team 
comprise a wealth of experience 
and one newbie — 21-year-old 
Regan Hindmarsh.

Patutahi member Hindmarsh 
is at No.5 in a side who welcome 
back seasoned interprovincial 
players Andrew Higham and Peter 
Kerekere.

Higham and Kerekere were not 
in the 2020 team who finished 
15th and last — suffering several 
5-0 whitewashes and managing 
only two individual wins over the 
week.

Their return is a significant 
boost, with Higham taking on the 
daunting challenge of playing at 
No.1 and Kerekere at No.4.

Hukanui Brown is No.2, 
William Brown No.3 and Dwayne 
Russell reserve.

Should he be needed, Russell 
will add his name to a select 
list to play at the national 
interprovincial and Freyberg 
masters (over-40s) interprovincial 
in the same year.

The selection of Higham and 
Hukanui Brown at the top of the 
order is a matchplay tactic.

“These two can make a lot of 
birdies,” PBEC team manager 
Dave Keown said.

“If Andy can get going, he’s a 
birdie machine.”

Higham has shown that in the 
past. Some of the country’s top 
players have been on the receiving 
end of Higham’s attacking nature 
and fearless putting.

Hukanui Brown can also unlock 
the aviary while Kerekere and 
William Brown can go deep into 
the red as well when on song.

Kerekere is the potential rock of 
this side. His tactical nous, almost 
perfectionist-like attitude and 
determination make him an ideal 
lower-order player.

William Brown has been 
in sensational form at times 
this year. He goes into his 
13th consecutive national 
interprovincial playing probably 
as well as he ever has.

In 2009, he won his first match 
on his debut and it would be no 
surprise to see him add more Ws 
to his collection this week.

Keown has a good feeling about 
this side, enhanced by what he 
sees as “a nice draw”.

PBEC have Otago first up, 
followed by defending champions 
Canterbury tomorrow afternoon, 
hosts Aorangi and Bay of Plenty 
on Wednesday, Manawatu-
Wanganui on Thursday and 
Northland on Friday morning.

Only 13 provinces are 
competing this year. Auckland 
and North Harbour cannot travel 
south due to the Covid situation.

Keown says the PBEC team 
know each other well and have a 
strong bond.

“There’s good depth of experience 
from one to four,” he said.

“They’ve got a good draw for a 
change so we’ll see what happens.”
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ON A MISSION

TARGET IN SIGHT: Peter Kerekere returns to interprovincial duty this week when he takes the No.4 spot in 
a Poverty Bay-East Coast team out to lift their ranking among New Zealand provincial teams. 

DAUNTING CHALLENGE: Andrew Higham will play at No.1 for the Poverty 
Bay-East Coast golf team taking part in the New Zealand Men’s Interprovincial 
in Ashburton. Poverty Bay-East Coast start their tournament tomorrow 
morning, against Otago File pictures by Paul Rickard


