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Local woman among 17 killed over road toll period

CRASH SITE: A serious crash inquiry continues into a fatal motor vehicle crash 
at Waerenga-a-Hika. The official summer holiday road toll period ended early 
this morning ̶ 17 people losing their lives.  Picture by Murray Robertson
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• Rule-breaking DJ unlikely to face charges
• Rush of booster shots anticipated
• New Covid variant detected in France
• Omicron running rife in US; peak yet to come 

Tragic start to 2022

by Murray Robertson

SERIOUS vehicle crashes marred the 
New Year weekend in Tairāwhiti with 
a woman losing her life in one incident 
and four people ending up in hospital  
in two other crashes.

Police have not yet released the name 
of the woman killed in the crash on 
State Highway 2 at Waerenga-a-Hika at 
around 4.30pm on Sunday.

The woman was one of 17 people 
who died over the country’s official 
summer holiday road toll period which 
ended at 6am today. The toll was six 
more than last year and the highest since 
the 2016/2017 period.

The vehicle, a twin-cab ute in which 
she was the sole occupant, went out 
of control at the bend on SH2 by the 
Bushmere Arms, clipped the roadside 
barrier, then struck a high-tension power 
pole before coming to rest in a ditch.

“The vehicle had been heading north 
on the highway when it happened,” a 

senior firefighter who attended said.
“The woman, who was the sole 

occupant, was thrown from the ute.”
Emergency service crews tried to 

resuscitate her but she could not be 
revived and was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Powerlines came down alongside the 
vehicle. 

The highway was shut at the crash 
site for several hours as police began a 
serious crash inquiry, which continues 
on behalf of the coroner.

Police were still in the process of 
advising all next of kin this morning and 
her name was not yet officially released. 

Police said she was from the local area.
They have extended their condolences 

to the woman’s family. 
Traffic was detoured around the 

scene while they completed their scene 
examination and the crash site was 
cleared.

TRAGEDY AT WAERENGA-A-HIKA: 2022 started tragically on Tairāwhiti roads 
with the death of a woman on Sunday afternoon at Waerenga-a-Hika. The 
ute she was driving left State Highway 2 at the Bushmere Arms corner and 
struck a power pole.   Picture by Roger Handford
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GISBORNE ended 2021 with 
its warmest December since 1907.

The year was also one of the 
warmest since intermittent records 
began in 1905, and continuous 
recording started at Gisborne 
Airport in 1937.

December’s daily mean 
temperature was 20.3 degrees — 
the hottest December in 84 years.

The month was a staggering 
2.2 degrees warmer than the 
December 30-year average of 18.1.

Only December 1907 was hotter. 
The daily mean temperature 
for the month that year was an 

amazing 21.1 degrees.
Studying the historical records, 

the period just before the First 
World War saw massive bush 
clearances and drought years as 
rainfall patterns altered and bare 
ground soaked up the heat.

Now, global climate change, 
again promoted by humankind’s 
activities, is accepted as the cause 
of rising temperatures worldwide.

For Gisborne, 2021 continued 
the past three decades of ever-
warmer years.

The year’s mean daily 
temperature was 15.1 degrees, 

adding to a run of 15-plus annual 
averages, starting in 2016.

Much of Gisborne’s weather 
data for April is missing from the 
national database because of a 
major technical breakdown with 
the MetService’s link to the airport 
instrumentation.

Because of this the precise 
sunshine total for the year is 
unknown, but as April was a 
warmer, less cloudy month, the 
year’s total is estimated to be over 
2300 sunshine hours.

Despite December being warmer 
than usual, it was less sunny than 

normal — recording just over 200 
hours against December’s 30-year 
average of 233.

On the plus side, there was good 
rain over the month, providing  
92 millimetres against the 30-year 
average of 56mm.

The long-running moisture 
deficit carried over from 2020 
finally came to an end after May 
and the year closed with soil 
moisture everywhere in the district 
in good health.

December, following the deluge 
of November, continued with sub-
tropical weather from the north 

and east, delivering more rain and 
cloud.

There were 11 days of the 
normal warm and drying 
northwesters, but also 12 days of 
easterlies, with the clouds trapping 
the sub-tropical airflow like a 
thermal blanket.

This has been good for 
holidaymakers and beachgoers, 
with the water temperature 
continuing to rise.

The past two days have seen the 
water at a pleasant 20.7 degrees 
— about a degree and a half above 
average for the time of year. — RH

ENDING ON A HIGH

ALL FOR ONE: Bridge jumpers (from left) Waylon Lynch, Jae Wilson, Jaxon Allan and Monte Allan launch themselves off the railway bridge, a long-cherished Gisborne 
tradition dating back decades. As long as the tide is up and there are no watercraft underneath, there’s no better way for the people to cool off and get a buzz doing it. 
“Serious” bridge jumpers go for it with a “manu” in an effort to produce a huge splash. Others — locals and visitors alike — do it as a rite of passage. Picture by Paul Rickard 

Hottest December for 84 years: 20.3deg daily mean
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•	 She’s	from	blues	blood	but	Deva	Mahal,	the	daughter	of	Taj	Mahal,	has	followed	her	 

own path

•	 Unity	Theatre	is	looking	forward	to	tackling	a	work	by	acclaimed	Irish	playwright	 

Martin	McDonagh,	with	skulduggery	involved.	
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Two senior patched gang 
members have been arrested on 
charges relating to the supply of 
methamphetamine, police say. 

over the New Year period, 
Eastern district police 
investigators executed search 
warrants in relation to drug 
offending in the wairoa 
district.

These warrants involved 
members of the Mongrel Mob 
“Mongrelism” chapter, who are 
based in wairoa.

During the operation, police 
recovered one kilogram of 
methamphetamine with an 

estimated street value of about 
$1 million.

The arrests also come after 
recent gang violence in wairoa 
which led to the arrest of 
a Mongrel Mob Aotearoa 
patched member for the 
stabbing of a rival gang member 
at the Z Energy forecourt on 
December 23.

Police were also involved in 
the investigation of another two 
shootings at gang addresses on 
December 23 and 24.

Acting Detective Senior 
Sergeant Mark Moorhouse, 
of Tairāwhiti CIB, said it 

was believed the seized 
methamphetamine was destined 
for the community of wairoa 
and they were pleased to 
prevent such a large amount of 
the drug from hitting the street.

“wairoa, as a community, 
has clearly suffered from 
the impact of gang violence 
and the distribution of this 
highly addictive drug,” Sr Sgt 
Moorhouse said.

“Police remain committed 
to preventing any violence and 
closing down the distribution 
of any illegal drug that causes 
harm to the community.”

Million-dollar 

meth bust 

in Wairoa

THE Trust Tairāwhiti Rescue 
Helicopter was called to Waipatiki Beach 
in Hawke’s Bay on Monday afternoon to 
winch an injured teenager out of harm’s 
way.

The teenager had fallen down a bank 
off a walking track on to a rocky area 
at the beach, which is located on the 
Hawke’s Bay side of Devils Elbow on 
State Highway 2.

He had suffered an ankle injury in the 
fall.

“The teenager couldn’t climb back up 
the bank due to his injury, and he was 
in the tidal zone,” a chopper spokesman 
said.

“We were called in to winch him out 
and fly him to Hastings Hospital for 
treatment.”

The injured youth is from Hastings.

Rescue chopper helps in Hawke’s Bay

Police recover kilogram of drug

by Murray Robertson

SURF lifeguards put up the danger 
flags at Wainui and Tolaga Bay beaches 
yesterday after “massive” surf caused 
dangerous rips and currents at these 
locations.

The south-easterly swell featured 
wave faces of 3.5 metres at these 
beaches and throughout the East Coast 
on beaches exposed to that swell 
direction.

“It was massive surf,” regional 
lifeguard supervisor Andrew Shelton 
said. “It was very difficult for the 
lifeguards to find safe swimming areas 
for flagged areas so it was decided to 
fly the danger flags.

“The lifeguards stayed on duty, with 
IRBs on standby in case any one got 
into trouble.”

Mr Shelton said the cooler weather 
helped yesterday, with beach numbers 
down considerably.

“That made it a lot easier for the 
lifeguards. While there were no rescues 
the guards were still busy keeping the 
public informed and safe.”

The surf was more moderate at the 
city beaches.

“Guards at Midway and Waikanae 
beaches were able to position safe 
flagged swimming areas,” Mr Shelton 
said. “We are expecting the swell to 
hang around again today, though it is 
supposed to clean up a bit.”

■ PolICE were alerted yesterday 
after a report a diver was missing in 
the sea at Hicks Bay. The diver later 
surfaced and was oK, so the alarm was 
called off. 

Danger flags flown 
after ‘massive’ surf

A gIrl named Sirtify 
Tsaedis Izzet is gisborne’s 
first baby of 2022.

weighing six pounds, six 
ounces (2.9kg), she arrived 
into the world at gisborne 
Hospital at 5.17am on New 
Year’s Day.

Her mother, Veneix 
Tohiariki, said the labour 
and delivery had all gone 
well and little Sirtify had 
been very well behaved 
since.

“She’s very good, she’s 
gorgeous,” Veneix said.

“She’s the best thing that’s 
ever happened to me — my 
first child at 30. She’s my 
world.”

Mother and child are now 
back home in Kaiti, where 
Sirtify is the toast of her 
very large family.

“They are amazed and just 
adore her,” Veneix said. 

“They are just buzzing 
out on me. Everyone is 
congratulating me.”

‘SHE’S MY WORLD’

‘THE BEST THING 
THAT’S EVER 
HAPPENED TO ME’: That 
is how adoring mother 
Veneix Tohiariki described 
her beautiful baby girl, 
Sirtify Tsaedis Izzet, who 
was born at Gisborne 
Hospital early on New 
Year’s Day. Mother and 
daughter are well.

Picture by Paul Rickard

Two serious vehicle crashes occurred in the 
district on New Year’s Eve.

The first — which involved a motorcycle — 
happened at around 5.30pm on SH35, just south of 
the waihau Bay (loisels) turnoff.

“The male bike rider and his female pillion 
passenger came off the bike down the hill about 
two kilometres south of the turnoff,” an emergency 
services spokesman said.

“The man in his 50s was seriously hurt, with 
head, neck and possibly pelvic injuries, and the 
woman in her 40s had moderate injuries.”

They were transported to gisborne Hospital by 
St John ambulance.

“A doctor and a trainee nurse who happened to 
be passing by tended to them until we arrived,” he 
said.

The Tolaga Bay rescue tender and first responders 
and St John officers stabilised the patients at the 
scene before they were taken to hospital.

Both were admitted to gisborne Hospital and at 
last report were in stable conditions.

The second incident involved an ATV vehicle 
that rolled in a paddock on a property in Bushmere 
road at around 6.30pm on Friday.

“Two men in their 50s on the vehicle were 
thrown clear when it rolled,” a senior firefighter 
said.

They suffered serious injuries and were taken to 
hospital by ambulance. 

Both were flown to waikato Hospital for more 
specialist care on New Year’s Day — one in critical 
condition, the other serious.

A truck driver escaped injury on Monday at 
around 6.30am when his rig rolled over at a spot on 
SH2 at raupunga south of wairoa.

The truck had been carrying salad goods for 
leaderBrand to the South Island.

The road was closed at the crash site until around 
11am. 

“we don’t expect the accident to disrupt our 
supply chain much,” a company spokesman said.

“while the load of salad goods the truck was 
carrying was lost, the driver was oK, which was a 
relief.”

Serious injuries 
in crashes on 
New Year’s Eve
FROM PAGE 1

Gisborne’s first baby of 2022 born 5.17am, Jan 1

SEE ALSO PAGE 9
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Speedway stalwart Myles Richardson was 
farewelled in style at a funeral service in Gisborne 
on New year’s eve. 

The Gisborne Speedway Club and Speedway New 
Zealand life member died on Christmas eve after a 
long illness. He was 69. 

at his service on december 31, half a dozen race 

vehicles across the various speedway classes were 
drawn up outside evans Funeral Services as a mark 
of respect for the former Gisborne Speedway Club 
president, who contributed immensely to the sport 
as a driver then administrator at local and national 
level. His casket was carried to the checkered flag on 
the back of the track’s current starting vehicle.   

Checkered flag for Myles

FINAL LAP: Mourners gather outside Evans Funeral 
Services on New Year’s Eve to farewell Speedway 
stalwart Myles Richardson (inset). His casket was 
carried off (left) in the track’s starting vehicle. 
 Pictures by Murray Robertson

POLICE stopped 688 drivers 
over the New Year period in 
this district at drink-drive 
checkpoints and only one of 
them was found to be over the 
limit.

‘That’s pretty damned 
good,” said acting area police 
commander Inspector Darren 
Paki this morning.

“We’re very pleased with what 
we encountered drink-drive-wise 

over the New Year,” he said.
“We’ve had three serious 

vehicle incidents since Friday 
in the region, but overall the 
driver behaviour here has been 
very good.”

Only one drink-driver among 688 stopped

a HaRd-woRkiNG mother 
supporting five children and holding 
down two jobs had “flouted the 
system”, Judge warren Cathcart told 
her when she appeared before him 
in Gisborne district Court. 

apireira Hiki Hura, 33, pleaded 
guilty to two charges of driving 
while disqualified and two of 
breaching bail. The judge sentenced 
her to 100 hours of community 
work, a sentence that took into 
account that he had not disqualified 
her from driving.

The court heard the first offence 
occurred after she had been 
socialising at a friend’s house. 
Her then-partner got drunk and 
became aggressive, and she wanted 
to get him out before the situation 
escalated.

as she was driving, the man 
threatened to hit her. at one stage 
he grabbed the steering wheel and 
drove the vehicle into a bank.

She was disqualified from driving 

for that offence.
in June Hura drove without 

headlights. when police asked for 
her licence, they saw she had a child 
under 18 in the vehicle with her and 
she had been drinking. There was 
no suggestion she was over the limit.

She was stopped again in 
october, and said she had assumed 
her disqualification had expired 
three days earlier. She said she had 
“misheard”, which the judge said he 
found hard to accept. it exacerbated 
the problem and she had “effectively 
flouted the system”.

Counsel for Hura, Vicki Thorpe, 
submitted that  her client’s 
offending was at the lower end 
of the scale. Hura had significant 
family commitments, with five 
children between the ages of three 
and 17, and was holding down two 
jobs to support them.

She had no one to take her 
to work, and losing her licence 
would create a barrier for her to 

employment and her obligations to 
her children, such as getting them to 
school and their social activities.

a letter from one of her 
employers requested that she not 
be forced to walk home at night. 
Her other job was at Manutuke and 
she would need to rely on others to 
get her there if she did not have a 
licence.

Judge Cathcart said she had 
struggled to comply with previous 
disqualifications twice, so a further 
disqualification could be equally 
ineffective.

“Ms Hura needs to learn that 
flouting the system is not the 
answer,” he said.

But she worked six days a week 
and was the sole income earner for 
her family.

Taking account of her 
responsibility to her employers and 
her children, he sentenced her to 
community work with no further 
licence disqualification.

‘Hard worker’ keeps 
her driving licence

DODS, Dawson David.
— Passed away at
home on 28 December
2021, aged 78 years.
Husband of the late
Mary Dods. Dearly
loved father of Belinda,
stepfather to Jane
(Sydney), Jennifer and
Sam (Auckland), and
‘Dawsie’ to his grand-
children. Brother to
Roger (deceased) and
Warwick and Erin
(Rotoma).
   A private cremation
will be held next week,
followed by a memorial
function at the Tata-
pouri Fishing Club
(date TBA).

Dawson was a great
raconteur, a loyal
friend, and a quietly
generous man. His love
for adventure and
disdain for rules have
produced some great
yarns over the years.
Please bring a story to
share to his memorial.
   Donations to Hospice
Tairawhiti or
Eastwoodhill in lieu of
flowers, please.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

MAIR, Susan Greta.
— Passed away
suddenly on the 1st
January 2022. Aged 88
years. Dearly loved
wife of the late Alan.
Much-loved mother of
Catherine and Grant
Cook, Ben and Jill
Chisholm, and Margaret
Mair. Loved Nana of
Jace, Kyle, Sienna and
Leila.
   The funeral service
will be held at St
Andrew’s Church at
11am on Friday the 7th
of January (Covid Pass
is required), followed
by interment at
Taruheru Cemetery.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd. FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

MATETE,
JORDAN GRACE

Always loved
Never forgotten
Forever missed

"Our Jordy Angel"

Love Bert and Zarian

TAMATI, Emma
Maria. — 20.2.1964 –
3.1.2022 – Passed away
at her home in
Whakapaurangi. 
Daughter to Laddie and
Teo Gerrard.  Mother to
Terei, Charlie, Tom and
Tasi. Grandmother to
Aroha, Kimi and Hemi.
   Mum will be
returning to lay at
Hiruharama Pa, her
burial will be held at
11am on Thursday 6th
January.

   “May that love
surround you now

and bring you peace.
Mothers hold their

children’s hands for
a while, but their

hearts forever.
We truly never learned

what the words
’I love you’ were until

we reached for our
mama’s hand and it

wasn’t there.
In life we loved you

dearly, in death
we love you still.

- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

MCGREGOR,
 Walter Richmond
18/09/31 - 03/01/07
Life is such a brief
moment in time,

and love is only for
a lifetime, but

memories will be
treasured for all time

Remembering you
always Dad.

Murray amd Sandra;
Sarah and Hone;
Aleisha and Codi;
James and Lauren

and mokopuna
Damian; Te Arahi;

Indy-Rose; Te Aorere
and Kaia

WRIGHT,
MICHAEL
ANTHONY

24.12.69 - 4.1.99
In loving memory

of a wonderful son,
brother and friend.
Together with Dad.
Loved and missed

every day.
Mum, Patrick and
Jenny, Helen, Paul
and Edison, David,

Stephanie and
Lola and Stefanie

TANGAERE, (Reedy)
Ruby Tuakana. — 
Katahi nei taruporearea
ko nga wairua, e
haramai nei! Tangi ana
te umere, umere ana te
tangi, warowaro ana
nga maunga whakahi o
te Tairawhiti.
Kua riro a Ruby te
kaingakau a ona rahi, te
whakateitei a ona iti te
whirinaki a tona
whanau.
   Loved wife of Aidan
(dec), and second
eldest daughter of Sam
and Wai Reedy. Loving
and adored mother of
Adam, Jose, Turuhira,
Aidan (Poi), Prince, and
Waipaare. Precious
Nanny of her 19
mokopuna (and the
special one soon to be
here). Very special
friend and mother-in-
law to Kelly, Holly,
Hamuera (dec), Rhys,
Jasmin, Karla, and
Shane. Beloved sister of
Peps, Rakai, Boycie,
Pye, and Daught, and
their partners, Bart,
Ernie, Judy, Kotuku,
and George. And loved
sister-in-law of Liz,
Tom, Hunaara,
Lawrence and their
whanau. Very much
loved cousin, aunty and
friend to many.
   Mum/Ruby will lie at
her home in Tikitiki
from today (Wed-
nesday) afternoon. On
Thursday afternoon she
will go to Hiru-
harama Marae to spend
the night.
   Her funeral service
will be at the Pa on
Friday 7 January 2022,
at 11am, followed by
interment at
Turangarahui urupa.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz
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A MAN facing his seventh driving 
charge  had now “climbed the ladder” 
out of his problems, Judge Warren 
Cathcart noted in Gisborne Gisborne 
District Court.  And so the line was 
drawn, he said. 

Brent Hape, 56, pleaded guilty to a 
charge of driving with excess breath-
alcohol. He was sentenced to three 
months community detention and 
disqualified from driving for six months.

Counsel Nicola Wright told the court 
at 514mcg, Hape’s reading was not 
overly high, however, it was over the 
limit.

Hape had been pulled over by a 
random police check, and he had been 
living “a relatively offence-free lifestyle,” 
she said.

Ms Wright told the court that Hape 
hardly ever drank, and although his 
conviction history suggested problems 
with alcohol, there was an 11-year gap 

since his last conviction.
She suggested a sentence starting 

point of a fine or community detention, 
with a licence disqualification for six 
months.

The judge noted that Hape’s first 
conviction was in 1989, and while his 
counsel would not want him categorised 
as a recidivist or persistent offender, 
the “sheer number” of offences was 
aggravating. Sentencing could not treat 
his history as if it had not happened, the 
judge said.

The sentence was fixed at 12 months 
imprisonment as a starting point, but 
taking into account mitigating factors 
such as Hape’s early guilty plea, his 
personal circumstances including his 
medical condition, and his positive steps 
to manage his alcohol intake, the judge 
sentenced him to community detention 
and disqualification of his licence for six 
months.

Community-based sentence
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by Avneesh Vincent

TairawhiTi has thrown out a small mountain of 
electronic junk. 

Last month the Tairawhiti Environment Centre 
(TEC) received more than 1.2 tonnes of electronic 
waste as a part of an e-waste recycling scheme.

The initiative was run by Gisborne District Council 
and TEC, in collaboration with Tech Collect NZ, a 
non-profit organisation that started a national pilot 
programme to prevent e-waste being dumped into 
landfill.

“we know anecdotally that electronic waste is 
commonly dumped as part of fly-tipping (illegal 
dumping),” said TEC manager rene Kohere.

“These materials can have a detrimental effect on 
the environment.”

if not managed well, e-waste can be a risk to health 
and the environment. Unsafe substances including 
heavy metals such as lead, mercury and cadmium, 
ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and 
flame retardants can be released into the air, soil and 
water. 

The scheme in Tairawhiti served a dual purpose — 
collecting and recycling electronic junk, and collecting 
data around the quantity and type of material 
received.

That data would help the government monitor 
waste trends and influence legislatiion and 

policymaking, she said.
about 200 people dropped off their e-waste at TEC. 

Printers were the top items, followed by laptops and 
desktop computers.

“The reason printers are common is their price. 
People buy a discounted printer from a local retailer, 
and it turns out that the replacement ink costs more 
than a new printer. So there is something wrong 
with the way we are manufacturing and retailing our 
products and that is contributing to the increase in 
waste,” Ms Kohere said.

a lack of education, finance and access were some 
of the barriers preventing people from disposing of 
their waste properly, but since the e-waste scheme 
was free, it was accessible to everyone.

Council community lifelines solid waste manager 
Phil Nickerson said the e-waste diverted from landfills 
would be repurposed in New Zealand.

“we have been told by Tech Collect this is the 
largest amount they have ever received in a pilot 
scheme for a month,” he said.

“it shows two things. There is demand in our region 
for alternatives other than sending e-waste to landfill, 
and we are also great hoarders of electronics in this 
region.”

Ms Kohere said the increased participation from 
the community showed the need for the programme 
here.“hopefully this is the start of many more projects 
like it.”

E-waste recycling shows 
district ‘great hoarders’

FULL TO THE BRIM: Printers topped the list of most unwanted electronic items dropped 
off for the e-waste recycling scheme at Tairawhiti Environment Centre in December.
 Picture supplied

by Avneesh Vincent

MAHIA has whistled up the 
services of some keen four-footed 
canines in its quest to go possum-
zero by June 2022. 

Whakatipu Mahia (Predator-free 
Mahia) has gone to the dogs to 
stamp out the furry pests.

A collaborative project between 
iwi, the community and government, 
Whakatipu Mahia has its sights set 
on improving native biodiversity and 
building iwi and community skills.

 Five specialist 
possum-sniffing 
dogs were kennelled 
in Mahia in late 
September to check 
a section of the 
peninsula for possum 
scat (poop) and 
scent.

“This was the first 
time dogs have been 
used on the Mahia 
Peninsula for pest eradication,” said 
Campbell Leckie, Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Council catchment services 
manager.

“A dog’s remarkable sense of smell 
can detect a wide range of things, 
including pests like possums.”

 The project is part of the regional 
Predator Free Hawke’s Bay (PFHB) 
programme, initiated in 2018.

Covering 14,600 hectares, 
Whakatipu Mahia focuses on 
possum eradication, controlling 
mustelids such as weasels and feral 
cats, and research.

Since it launched, more than 2000 
possums have been caught on the 
Mahia Peninsula. 

“This count doesn’t tell the whole 
story though, because some of the 
techniques such as bait stations do 
not count every possum you get,” Mr 
Leckie said.

Over three weeks, five dogs  — 
including two 
dachshunds — 
sniffed more than 
5000 hectares and 
flushed out 13 
possums, with most 
of them found near 
the boundary sites.

“We’re stoked 
with the results and 
are now looking at 
redeploying the dogs 

across other parts of Mahia to find 
out whether possums are in certain 
areas,” he said.

“They are a really important tool 
in the predator-free fight, especially 
at the end of a project where you’re 
trying to confirm there are no 
possums left.”

The dogs used in this project have 
been through more than two years of 

training to become Department of 
Conservation-certified.

They will be back in April to cover 
the remaining 9000 hectares and 
complete the “hunt down” phase — 
to locate any remaining possums. 

“After this phase, there will be 
layers of predator devices such as 
traps, cameras, and bait stations in 
place to prevent possums getting 
from Hawke’s Bay past the neck of 
land on to Mahia Peninsula,” Mr 
Leckie said. 

Whakatipu Mahia is one of three 
biodiversity restoration projects in 
Predator Free Hawke’s Bay armoury.

“Working with the community, we 
are reducing pests one predator at 
a time, and bringing native species 
back into the lives of Hawke’s Bay 
communities.”

READY WHEN YOU ARE: One of the team of five ready to hunt 
possums on the Mahia Peninsula. The dogs are trained to find 
possum scat and then mark it.  Picture supplied

Going to 
the dogs to 
rid Mahia  
of possums

THE TEAM: Andrea and Max Hoegh from Hoegh Hunting, and their possum dogs Peggy, Goose, Jepto, 
Frankie and Heidi, with Michael Blanksie.

Picture supplied

‘ A dog’s remarkable 
sense of smell can 
detect a wide range 
of things, including 
pests like possums ’  —Campbell Leckie
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Homicide inquiry launched
CHRISTCHURCH — Police have launched a 

homicide probe after a three-month-old baby 
died in hospital of serious injuries.

The child was admitted to Christchurch 
Hospital on New Year’s Eve and died on Sunday.

“Police staff have spoken to a number of 
witnesses in relation to the death and they have 
provided critical information which is assisting 
the ongoing investigation.

“While some information has been provided 
we are still appealing for anyone who may have 
details about how the baby was injured to come 
forward and speak to us.

“If you can help, please get in touch with us via 
105 and quote file number 211231/7575.”

Information can also be provided anonymously 
via Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111. — NZME

Stranded dophin euthanised
BLUFF — A badly sunburnt and distressed 

bottlenose dolphin was euthanised after it was 
found on a Tiwai Point beach at about 5.20pm on 
New Year’s Day, the Department of Conservation 
has reported.

DoC spokeswoman Ros Cole said the dolphin 
was found at a remote part of the beach well 
away from any water or people.

Staff were surprised by its location as no water 
was visible for quite some distance.

They were unsure how long it had been 
stranded, but given its remote location and 
sunburn, it might have been some time as the 
animal had become quite distressed.

“Unfortunately it could not be refloated. After 
consulting with local iwi, the decision was made 
to humanely euthanise the animal.” — NZ Herald

Hawke’s Bay beach closed
NAPIER — Pacific Beach on Marine Parade in 

Napier was closed on Tuesday due to “extreme 
sea conditions”, police say.

Police said Hardinge Road Beach in the suburb 
of Ahuriri was also considered dangerous and 
should also be avoided.

Two-metre waves were breaking on to a shingle 
beach, they said.

Napier Port Hill Beach, also known as Port 
Sandy Beach, by Mataruahou or Napier Hill is 
open for swimming.

Police said conditions would be reviewed 
today.

Napier City Council earlier warned residents on 
its Facebook page to be aware of the dangers of 
the beach.

“Under the surface there is a steep drop-off, 
strong undertow and unpredictable waves. The 
stones on the water’s edge can also be unstable 
under foot, and it is very easy to be knocked off 
your feet.” — RNZ

New Year’s Eve Covid scare
AUCKLAND - Anyone who was at the Returned 

and Services’ Association restaurant in 
Swanson’s West Auckland on the night of New 
Year’s Eve is being asked to self-isolate.

The Ministry of Health yesterday named the 
Swanson RSA as a location of interest.

People who were there between Friday 
December 31, 8.30pm to Saturday January 1, 
12.45am are being asked to self isolate.

Meanwhile, public health officials are still 
searching for people who might have picked 
up Covid-19 at Auckland escort agency and 
massage parlour the Pelican Club.

This week the Northern Region Health 
Coordination Centre (NRHCC) announced six 
people linked to the adult entertainment club 
in central Auckland had tested positive for the 
virus, after the site became a location of interest.

“Public health are requesting anyone who 
visited the venue between December 22 and 
31 to contact Healthline on 0800 358 5453 and 
follow the advice provided,” a spokesperson 
said. — NZ Herald

Flasher on the loose
CHRISTCHURCH — A flasher exposing 

himself and indecently assaulting women in 
Christchurch’s earthquake-ravaged “red zone” is 
being pursued by police.

Police are asking members of the public out in 
the early hours of the River-Retreat roads area 
of the eastern suburbs to “remain aware of their 
surroundings”.

“A small number of reports have been received 
of a young male approaching women, exposing 
himself, and in some instances indecently 
assaulting them,” a police statement said.

“These have mainly been in the early morning, 
between 6.30am to 8am, and the latest report 
was on New Year’s Day.” — NZ Herald

by Lincoln Tan, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — Three more people, 
including a child, died in the water 
yesterday as the country’s summer 
drowning toll hit a grim milestone.

Twenty-five people have drowned since 
the beginning of December — equal to 
the total for all of last summer, with 
nearly two months to go.

Water Safety NZ chief executive Daniel 
Gerrard said the level of drowning was 
“unprecedented” and described it as 
“horrendous”.

“I’m at a loss on what to say,” he told 
The New Zealand Herald.

“I’m just horrified at the level of 
drownings. It’s just an absolute shocker.”

A child drowning at Northland’s Kai 
Iwi Lakes was one of yesterday’s tragic 
incidents. Police said they received a 
report of a possible drowning shortly 
after 2.10pm.

A rescue helicopter was dispatched and 
the 11-year-old was located unresponsive.

Kaipara Mayor Jason Smith expressed 
his condolences to the child’s family and 
reminded everyone of the care needed 
while in the water.

“These places can look beautiful but 
they can be very deceptive and there’s a 
fine line between being OK and being in 
trouble. Sadly, people don’t know where 
that fine line is until tragedy happens.” 

Earlier yesterday, a person died 
in what The New Zealand Herald 
understands was a scuba diving accident 
at Waiwera Beach, in Auckland’s north.

“At around 1.30pm a person was 
reported to be unresponsive after 
getting into difficulty in the water,” a 
spokesperson said.

Police also confirmed the death of 
a 28-year-old man who died while 
swimming in the Waingaro River, west of 
Ngaruawahia, yesterday. 

Emergency services received reports 
just before 1.45pm of a swimmer who 
had been reported missing.

Fire and Emergency dispatched a 
jetski to search the river. The man was 
located but died at the scene.

Meanwhile, the Police National Dive 
Squad spent much of yesterday scouring 
the Waikato River for a man who 
disappeared while swimming with four 
others.

Emergency services were alerted to 
reports of the adult male, who was last 
seen jumping into the water from or near 
the jetty at the Hamilton Gardens at 
about 6pm Monday. 

As of this morning, his body had not 
been found.

Water Safety NZ said it has been our 
worst summer, so far, since 2015.

Last summer, 25 drownings were 
recorded across the whole three-month 
period, which is also the average over the 
past five summers.

Twenty people drowned in December 
2021, more than double the figure for 
the previous December, when there were 
nine.

Gerrard said the number of water 
fatalities was “unprecedented” and “cuts 
through every age range, water activity 
and ethnicity”.

A common theme in drownings was 
people underestimating the conditions 
and overestimating their ability, 
but Gerrard wondered if lockdown 
restrictions last year had accentuated 
this further.

The months-long lockdowns for 
Auckland, Northland and Waikato may 
have encouraged people to try things 
they hadn’t done before, overestimate 
their fitness or delay the servicing of 
equipment.

Last week, Myanmar refugees Blae Ler 
Paw, 11, and 27-year-old Mu Mu drowned 
in the Manawatu River after getting into 
trouble while swimming off Ahimate 

Beach, near Palmerston North.
On Sunday, the bodies of two men aged 

in their 30s and 40s were recovered from 
the same river.

At Waihi Beach, all swimmers were 
also asked to leave the water after 
reports emerged yesterday afternoon of 
an adult and child getting into difficulty 
while swimming.

Meanwhile, one person was taken to 
Tauranga Hospital in a critical condition 
after a water-related incident in Mount 
Maunganui. Emergency services were 
called around 3.30pm.

Surf Life Saving said its lifeguards 
have already carried out record numbers 
of rescues in parts of the country, and 
tragically there have been several 
drownings.

On Monday, Pakiri lifeguards were 
called to rescue two swimmers from 
being swept out to sea at Goat Island.

That same afternoon, a six-year-old 
boy was reunited with his family after a 
20-minute search at Long Bay.

In Omaha, a 10-year-old girl got into 
trouble outside the flagged area and a 
lifeguard had to use a rescue board to 
help her back to shore.

Surf Life Saving Northern Region 
reported five rescues, six assists and 11 
searches just on Monday alone.

‘ABSOLUTE SHOCKER’

TRAGEDY IN THE WATER: An 11-year-old has drowned at Kai Iwi Lakes in Northland. The drowning was one of three reported 
yesterday.  NZ Herald file picture

‘Unprecedented’ drownings as weeks of heat still to come

DEADLY SUMMER: Surf lifesavers are carrying out record numbers of rescues. 
 NZ Herald picture
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DUNEDIN — A video of a body boarder 
wildly swinging his board at a New Zealand 
sea lion at a Dunedin beach reveals 
ignorance of the threatened species, a 
Department of Conservation biodiversity 
ranger says.

The video, taken by Darryl Jones, shows 
a body boarder engaging with the wild 
animal at the water’s edge on the beach 
near the St Clair Hot Salt Water Pool on 
Monday morning.

As the man backs away from the animal 
near the base of the sea wall, the gap 
between the two closes and he swings his 
board twice at the animal.

Both swings narrowly miss the juvenile 
sea lion’s head.

Jones said he noticed the body boarder 
was prevented from entering the water by a 
waiting sea lion before he started filming.

If the person in the video had walked 
away and waited five minutes, the sea lion 
would have “got bored” and gone back in 
the water, he said.

“I’ve been a pāua diver years ago, 
I’ve been surfing here for 30 years, I’ve 
encountered them heaps of times — they’re 
all bluff.”

DoC biodiversity ranger Jim Fyfe said 
at this time of year people who were not 
usually at the coast were having their first 
experience with the wildlife, and often 
getting it wrong.

In this case the animal would have 
interpreted the swings at its head as a form 
of playing, which could have created more 
problems for the body boarder, Fyfe said.

“It’s just ignorance,” he said.
Fyfe advised people to be aware of their 

surroundings and if there was a sea lion in 
the water, to wait, or head along the beach.

When confronted by a sea lion the best 
option was to “freeze’’ and if something 
such as a surfboard or a bag was available, 
use it as a wall. — Otago Daily Times

Beachgoer who 
swung board at 
sea lion ‘ignorant’

by Adam Pearse, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — Kiwis who had their 
second vaccine dose four months ago can 
get their booster shots from today — with 
experts saying the extra Covid-19 dose will 
be critical protection against the arrival of 
Omicron once the borders reopen.

Booster vaccine doses are now officially 
available at walk-in vaccine clinics to an 
estimated 1.2 million people who received 
their second Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine four 
months ago. 

Meanwhile, there is a third border-related 
case with the Omicron variant, the Ministry 
of Health said yesterday.

There were a total of 31 new cases of 
Covid-19 in the community, the latest data 
shows.

The person with Omicron, who is fully 
vaccinated, is a household contact of the 
Air New Zealand crew member who 
tested positive last week with the highly 
transmissible variant.

They have been in isolation during their 
symptomatic period. Public health staff are 
continuing to investigate. However, at this 
stage there are no locations of interest or 
exposure events.

The household contact has now been 
transferred to an MIQ facility. The second 
household contact, who is also in isolation, 
continues to test negative.

Twenty-nine cases have been found at 
the border and some are expected to have 
the Omicron variant. Whole genome 
sequencing was ongoing.

Of yesterday’s community cases, 14 were 
in Auckland, one in Waikato, 12 were in 
Bay of Plenty and four in Lakes.

Fifty-three people with Covid-19 are 
in hospital. Nine are at North Shore, 16 
at Auckland, 22 at Middlemore, five at 
Tauranga and one at Rotorua.

Almost half (20) are either unvaccinated 
or ineligible for the vaccine. Eight people 
had received one dose, 14 were fully 
vaccinated, with the remainder unknown.

Of the six people in intensive care or high 

dependency units, three are at Middlemore 
and three at Tauranga

In Auckland, 1174 people are isolating at 
home, including 340 people with the virus.

The one new case in the Waikato is in 
Waharoa and has been linked to previous 
cases.

Fifty-six people with the virus in Waikato 
are isolating at home.

Of the Bay of Plenty’s 12 cases, 11 are in 
Tauranga and one is in the Western BoP 
district. Eight are linked to other cases 
while investigations are ongoing for the 
others.

In the Lakes area, the four new cases are 
in Rotorua and are all linked to previous 
cases.

There have been no unexpected 
wastewater detections in the past 24 hours.

A total of 6188 vaccines were 
administered on Monday — 363 first doses, 
1306 second doses, 25 third primary doses 
and 4494 booster doses.

The number of booster doses 
administered was 1500 greater than Sunday. 

The interval between getting a second 
dose and a booster reduces from six to four 
months today.

Overall, 92 percent of Kiwis are fully 
vaccinated, 94 percent have had at least 
one dose. The levels for Pasifika are almost 
identical, with 91 percent fully vaccinated 
and 95 percent with one dose.

For Māori, 81 percent were double dosed 
and 88 percent were partially vaccinated, the 
Ministry of Health said.

Yesterday, no further cases of the highly 
transmissible Omicron variant had been 
registered in the community or at the 
border. About 90 people with Omicron had 
been intercepted at the border so far.

In Auckland, the Airport Park and 
Ride drive-through vaccination centre has 
reopened, which will add “significant surge 
capacity” for vaccination efforts.

The drive-through is located at 42 
Verissimo Drive, Māngere, and operates 
from 10am-5pm with no appointment 
needed. It can vaccinate more than 4000 
people per day.

Race to roll out boosters 
before Omicron spreads

AUCKLAND — Immigration New 
Zealand has no plans to deport the British 
DJ who sparked a community scare over the 
Omicron variant of Covid-19.

Robert Etheridge, who performs under 
the alias Dimension, left self-isolation before 
getting the result of his final Covid-19 test, 
which came back positive.

He had visited a number of Auckland 
CBD locations on December 26 and 27, 

including the Impala nightclub on Shortland 
Street, the Sunny Town restaurant, Partridge 
Jewellers, Ahi Restaurant and Soul Bar.

The Ministry of Health confirmed 
yesterday it would not be pressing charges.

ACT leader David Seymour said 
Etheridge should be prosecuted and be 
deported. 

He said people may be less inclined to 
follow public health measures if they saw no 

consequence for breaking the rules.
An Immigration spokesperson was unable 

to say whether Etheridge was still in the 
country.

According to the Covid-19 Public 
Health Response Act 2020, anyone 
who intentionally fails to comply with a 
Covid-19 order, is liable on conviction, for 
imprisonment up to six months or a fine of 
up to $12,000. — RNZ

British DJ unlikely to be deported: INZ

CRITICAL PROTECTION: People who received their second Covid-19 vaccine four 
months ago or more are now eligible for their booster dose.  NZ Herald picture
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by Jamie Morton, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — New Zealand just 
had one of its warmest years on the books 
— and one climate scientist’s calculations 
put 2021 as our hottest.

Niwa isn’t due to reveal the official 
temperature statistics for the year until 
next week, but says it was one of the top 
three warmest the country has experienced.

Veteran climate scientist Professor Jim 
Salinger told The New Zealand Herald 
that, according to 
his analysis, the year 
finished with a record 
mean land surface 
temperature of 13.5 
degrees — or 0.9 
degrees above the 
1981-2010 average.

Salinger said 
the year was also 
Auckland’s hottest — 
with an average 16.4 degrees, or 1 degree 
above average — as well as Dunedin’s, at 
12.3 degrees, or 1.2 degrees above average.

His calculations were based on the 
standard “seven-stations” temperature 
series that he helped develop, and which 
draw on more than a century of climate 
records taken from stations at Auckland, 
Wellington, Masterton, Nelson, Hokitika, 
Lincoln and Dunedin.

The warmest year on record to date has 
been 2016, when the nationwide average 
was 13.45 degrees.

That was just ahead of second-equal 
years 2018 — which kicked off with 

New Zealand’s warmest summer — and 
1998. Along with the influence of climate 
change, Salinger said last year’s warmth 
was because of a mix of factors, including 
warmer seas and La Nina, which faded but 
then returned.

The year also delivered New Zealand’s 
warmest winter. A series of tropically 
charged storms, including a disastrous 
Canterbury deluge found to have been 
10 to 15 percent more intense because 
of climate change, also made it one of 

our wildest years for 
weather.

Niwa forecaster 
Seth Carrier said 
Niwa scientists would 
be working through 
2021’s climate data 
over coming days.

“It’s definitely going 
to be a top-three year 
— I don’t think there’s 

much question about that.”
In just 111 years, the average has risen 

by more than 1 degree. 
The starkest changes have come within 

the past three decades, when the pace of 
warming has tripled.

Globally, human activities are estimated 
to have caused approximately 1.09 degrees 
of global warming above pre-industrial 
levels.

According to the record of global land 
and ocean temperatures spanning 1880 
to 2020, the seven warmest years have all 
been since 2014, and the 10 warmest years 
have occurred since 2005.

2021 tipped to be 
warmest on record

TEMPERATURES RISING: Aucklanders cool off at Point Chevalier Beach 
in November — a month when coastal waters around the country warmed 
dramatically. NZ Herald picture

‘ It’s definitely going to be 
a top-three year — I don’t 
think there’s much question 
about that ’  —Seth Carrier, Niwa

THE number of people killed on our 
roads during the Christmas and New Year 
break is the highest since 2016/17.

A total of 17 people have lost their lives 
around the country in crashes and incidents 
since the official period started at 4pm on 
Christmas Eve. It ended this morning at 
6am.

This time last year, 11 people died during 
the holiday period. The year before that, 
the road toll stood at four. In 2018/19 nine 
people were killed and the year before that, 
12 people died.

The highest number of deaths on New 
Zealand’s roads during the Christmas and 
New Year holiday period in recent times was 
during the 2016/17 season, when 19 people 
lost their lives on our roads.

The latest fatality comes after a 13-year-
old girl died a week after a horror crash in 
Matamata that put five children in hospital.

Police confirmed the death this morning, 
saying the girl died in Waikato Hospital 
yesterday.

Police yesterday confirmed that a person 
died after a car downed powerlines and 
caught fire in the Waikato.

Emergency services were called to Dawson 
Road in Taupiri following the single-car 
crash at 4pm.

“Police extend their sincere condolences to 
the person’s family and loved ones,” a police 
spokesperson said.

Earlier yesterday morning another person 
died following a crash near Nelson Lakes 
National Park in Tasman.

Emergency services responded after 
the crash on State Highway 65 at Maruia 
around 8.30am.

On Sunday, four people were killed on 
roads around New Zealand; including a 
pedestrian and a motorcyclist.

A male rider died in a crash on State 
Highway 12 in Kaihū, Northland, at about 
12.20am.

A motorcycle passenger suffered moderate 
injuries and was taken to Whangārei 
Hospital.

Later that afternoon, a person died in a 
single-car crash on Arapuni Road in the 
Waipā District in Waikato.

Another person was killed in a crash 
in Gisborne at about 4.40pm that same 
afternoon.

A pedestrian was struck and killed by a 
vehicle on Waihī Road in Judea, Tauranga, at 
about 9.40pm that Sunday night.

New Year’s Day also brought with it 
tragedy, after two people were killed in 
incidents in the early hours of the first day 
of 2022.

Police announced that a teenager had died 
after being struck by a vehicle in Omaha, 
north of Auckland.

The incident 
happened at about 
4am on Omaha 
Drive.

Authorities later 
named the victim as 
17-year-old Joshua 
Hartner, a student at 
Auckland Grammar 
School.

About an hour 
before that incident, 
emergency services 
were called to St 
Aubyn Street in 
New Plymouth after reports that a car had 
crashed into a parked vehicle.

A person was later confirmed to have died 
in that crash.

The first person killed during the official 
holiday period was Shaquille Dempsey, of 
Turangi.

The 24-year-old died in a crash on SH1 
in Motutere, south of Taupō. Emergency 
crews were called to the area at 7.15pm.

Three people were killed on Christmas 
Day alone, including a motorcyclist involved 
in a crash in Gordonton, Waikato.

Emergency crews were called to the area 
at around 9.20am. However, the motorcyclist 
was pronounced dead at the scene.

About the same time, emergency services 
were also heading to State Highway 1 
Waihola, Otago, after a crash between a 
car and a truck. One person died in that 
collision.

The third Christmas Day fatality was a 
pedestrian who was hit by a vehicle later 
that night in the Auckland suburb of New 
Windsor.

The incident happened on Rosamund 
Avenue at about 10.15pm.

On Boxing Day, a truck driver later named 
as John Osborne was killed when his truck 
and trailer rolled on SH7 Lewis Pass.

A New Zealand Post staff member died 
on December 30 after their electric buggy 
rolled down a bank in Tawa, Wellington.

Sam Kelman, 31, was described as “a 
beautiful soul” by family members who 
posted on social media to pay tribute.

A motorcyclist died on Thursday, 
December 30, in a crash near Rangipō, in 
the Taupō district.

The incident happened shortly before 
7pm and the rider was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

One person was killed in a crash on SH1 
Pukenui on Wednesday, December 29.

Emergency services responded to reports 
of a crash involving three vehicles. Several 
other people were injured as a result, and 
their injuries ranged from moderate to 
serious. — NZ Herald

Holiday road 
toll rises to 17

JOSHUA HARTNER
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AUCKLAND — Police inquiries 
are ongoing after a person was 
hospitalised with serious injuries 
after reports of a firearms incident 
at a South Auckland park.

Armed police were seen near 
the cordon at Leabank Park on 
Claymore Street in Manurewa 
yesterday afternoon.

Emergency services responded 
to a report that shots were fired 
around 3.10pm.

Multiple people were present at 
the park, police said.

A person was found seriously 
injured, and they were transported 
by ambulance to Middlemore 
Hospital.

Inquiries are ongoing near the 
park to establish the circumstances 
surrounding this incident, police 
confirmed.

Senior sergeant Anton Maisey 
said there was one male victim with 
a moderate injury.

He had what looked like a stab 
wound on one arm, he told The New 
Zealand Herald.

Asked if the incident was gang 
related, Maisey said one of the 

people involved was wearing red, 
and the other blue or black.

Nobody else was believed to be 
involved, he said.

“There’s no one else here except 
the victim’s friends,” he said, 
gesturing to a group of four young 
men wearing red.

One of those men said he did not 
see what happened and had only 
just arrived.

A St John ambulance and rapid 
response unit responded to the 
incident at 3.09pm.

One patient was treated for 
serious injuries and taken to 
hospital.

A nearby resident told The New 
Zealand Herald she arrived home to 
find police cars and an ambulance 
on her street, and the police 
helicopter circling above.

Another resident said she saw 
10 police cars travelling down 
Friedlanders Road.

She has lived in Manurewa for 
more than 30 years and said there 
is an increasing gang presence, but 
“they normally keep that business 
to themselves”. — NZ Herald

Person hospitalised 
after alleged shooting

KAIKOURA — Around 50 people in 
about an hour have been spotted trying 
to get pāua from a South Island reserve 
where it is illegal to take them.

The Department of Conservation 
is concerned about a sudden rise in 
poaching from the Hikurangi Marine 
Reserve near Kaikōura.

Senior marine ranger Dr Jody Weir 
said that during a visit to the site 
on Monday, she found many people 
unwittingly about to break the law.

“I have had over 90 interactions 
with people in just over an hour in the 
marine reserve and I would say about 
half of those were looking for a place so 
they could take pāua.”

People seemed genuinely surprised 
they cannot take the pāua, despite lots 
of signs carrying warnings, she said.

“There are huge signs that are visible 
from the sea, so that if you’re in a boat 
you can see the big yellow triangles, and  
on either end of the shore of the marine 
reserve section.”

She said regardless of intention, 
people’s actions may damage the reserve 
beyond repair, and everyone needs 
to pull together before it becomes a 
biodiversity catastrophe.

Penalties for taking marine life from a 
reserve include on-the-spot fines of up 
to $600 and if the case is prosecuted  
the penalties include three months in 
prison. — RNZ

Dozens spotted 
taking paua from 
marine reserve

DRY CONDITIONS: The Kaimaumau fire has been burning since December 18.  NZ Herald picture

KAITAIA — The threatening 
Kaimaumau fire is forcing residents to keep 
their belongings packed up and car keys at 
hand.

It has torched 2400ha of bush, scrub, 
wetland and dune vegetation since 
December 18 but buildings in the seaside 
village have been spared so far.

Firefighters have been working around-
the-clock in hot, dry conditions for weeks 
and ash has fallen as far as 50km from the 
fire.

Residents evacuated for a second time 
on New Year’s Day, after a three-night 
evacuation just before Christmas.

Villager Bernice Robson still has 
valuables and essentials ready to go out the 
door.

“It’s been quite difficult really, because 
even last night I was awake until about 2am 
and then all of a sudden I thought: ‘I can 
smell smoke’.”

The blaze quickly spread near her home 

last week during the second evacuation.
“That really freaked me out, I really 

thought we might have lost our houses 
then. The neighbour next door said to me: 
‘You ought to go down there to the point 
and have a look at the flames, they’re huge’.”

Extra firefighters were called to the site 
on Monday as easterly winds continued.

Forty crews were expected, almost double 
Sunday’s numbers.

“We are very much weather dependent 
when we’re fighting these fires,” incident 
controller John Sutton said. 

“So we have to be agile and we have to 
be prepared to move to where the pressure 
points are.

“It’s over 30km around where this fire 
(is), we can’t be shoulder to shoulder around 
it, so we have to pick our priorities, and 
anticipate them too, which we are doing.”

Sutton said firefighters were using up a 
lot of water, but nearby orchardists were  
also allowing them to plumb into their 

irrigation systems. 
“Without them, we would be quite 

limited. The number of crews we can 
sustain on the ground is determined by the 
amount of water we can get to them.”

A mayoral relief fund was established 
yesterday to support Kaimaumau residents.

The Government announced it will 
contribute $20,000 towards the fund to 
support those most affected by the fires.

Minister for Emergency Management 
Kiri Allan said although no homes had 
been destroyed in the fire, the events had 
significant impacts on local residents.

Allan said affected people may be eligible 
for additional support through the Ministry 
of Social Development and Ministry for 
Primary Industries.

MetService is predicting temperatures 
peaking in the high 20s for the rest of the 
week in the Kaitāia area, and southerly 
breezes until Friday, when afternoon or 
evening showers are also expected. — RNZ

Northland residents 
prepared to evacuate

The Gisborne Herald • Wednesday, January 5, 202210  NATIONAL NEWS

New Floor  

for the  

New Year
Book now to secure your 

preferred install date

36 Months  
interest free^

 

^Purchases $1,000 & over. Ends 31 January 2022. 

Lending criteria, $50 Annual Account Fee, fees, 

T&C’s apply. Standard Interest Rate (currently 

25.99% p.a.) applies to any outstanding balance 

at end of interest free period. $55 Establishment 

Fee or $35 Advance Fee applies to Long Term 

Finance Purchases. For full terms and conditions 

see www.flooringxtra.co.nz

283 Gladstone Road, Ph 867 2184
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75 Customhouse St
(White building opposite The Warehouse)

3rivers.co.nz 
After hours please call Healthline  

0800 611 116 or go to Gisborne Hospital 
Emergency Department, 421 Ormond Rd. 

Out-of-town visitors  
are welcome –  

but please phone 
first!

If you or someone in your family 

falls ill or needs medical advice 

while you are away from home we 

can help. 

While we operate in the Traffic 
Light Protection Framework you’ll 

need to phone first.  We can then 
advise you on what to do next. 

Phone (06) 867 7411 or 0508 3RIVERS

Visit www.covid19.govt.nz  

for the latest Covid-19 advice

Opening hours

 Weekdays 9am-8pm 
Weekends and public holidays  

9am-1pm and 2pm-6pm 



LOS ALTOS, CA — Apple is the 
first company with a US$3 trillion 
stock market value, lifted by investor 
confidence that the iPhone maker will 
keep launching best-selling products as it 
explores new markets, such as automated 
cars and virtual reality.

On the first day of trading in 2022, 
the Silicon Valley company’s shares hit 
a record high of US$182.88 (NZ$269.50), 
putting Apple’s market value just above 
US$3 trillion. The stock ended the 
session up 2.5 percent at $182.01, with 
Apple’s market capitalisation at $2.99 
trillion.

The world’s most valuable company 
reached the milestone as investors bet 
that consumers would continue to shell 
out top dollar for iPhones, MacBooks 
and services such as Apple TV and Apple 
Music.

“It’s a fantastic accomplishment and 
certainly worthy of a celebration,” said 
Jake Dollarhide, chief executive of 
Longbow Asset Management in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.

“It just shows you how far Apple has 
come, and how dominant it is in the 
majority of investors’ eyes.”

Apple shared the US$2 trillion market 
value club with Microsoft, which is now 
worth about US$2.5 trillion. Alphabet, 
Amazon and Tesla have market values 

above US$1 trillion.
“The market is rewarding companies 

that have strong fundamentals and 
balance sheets, and the companies 
that are hitting these sort of huge 
market caps have proven they are 
strong businesses and not speculation,” 
said Scott Wren, senior global market 
strategist at Wells Fargo Investment 
Institute.

The rapid embrace of technologies 
such as 5G, virtual reality and artificial 
intelligence has also helped these stocks 
become market darlings as investors 
move towards cash-rich companies and 
away from businesses that have been 
more sensitive to economic growth.

In China, one of Apple’s biggest 
markets, it continued to lead the 
smartphone market for the second 
straight month, beating rivals such 
as Vivo and Xiaomi, recent data from 
CounterPoint Research showed.

With Tesla now the world’s most 
valuable automaker as Wall Street bets 
heavily on electric vehicles (EVs), many 
investors expect Apple to launch its own 
vehicle within the next few years.

“The icing on the cake, which may turn 
out to be the cake, is the potential for an 
EV,” Rhys Williams, chief strategist at 
Spouting Rock Asset Management said.

 — Reuters story via RNZ

Apple first to hit US$3 
trillion market value

File picture

NEW YORK — 
Stocks turned mixed 
in afternoon trading 
on Wall Street on 
Tuesday (local time) 
as traders review 
the latest batch of 
economic reports 
after the year-end 
holidays.

The S&P 500 was 
down 0.4 percent as 
of 1.56pm Eastern 
time, while the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
rose 163 points, or 0.5 percent, to 36,748. Both 
indexes hit all-time highs on Monday. The 
tech-heavy Nasdaq fell 2 percent.

A slide in technology and healthcare 
stocks helped weighed down the S&P 500. 
Microsoft fell 2.3 percent and Pfizer dropped 
3.4 percent. 

A mix of retailers and other companies 
that relied on consumer spending also lost 
ground. 

Amazon fell 2.2 percent and Starbucks slid 
1.9 percent. 

Banks were among the biggest gainers as 
bond yields moved higher again. 

The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose 
to 1.68 percent from 1.63 percent late on 
Monday. JPMorgan Chase rose 4.1 percent.

The price of US crude oil rose 1.4 percent, 
giving a boost to energy stocks. Exxon Mobil 
rose 3.4 percent.

Investors were facing a mix of economic 
and corporate news to focus on in the first 
week of this year as they tried to turn their 
attention to economic growth amid the Covid 
pandemic and persistently rising inflation.

The job market would be a major focus for 
investors going forward. 

Investors were anticipating the US Labour 
Department’s jobs report for December, which 
would be released this coming Friday. 

On Tuesday, the agency’s monthly Jobs 
Openings and Labour Turnover Survey 
showed that a record 4.5 million American 
workers quit their jobs in November — a sign 
of confidence and more evidence that the US 
job market was bouncing back strongly from 
last year’s coronavirus recession. 

“Markets are going to be trying to look 
ahead, through the year,” said Brad McMillan, 
chief investment officer for Commonwealth 
Financial Network. 

“Right now, markets are quietly confident.”
The Organisation of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) and allied oil-
producing countries planned to stick to their 
road map to slowly restore cuts in output 
made during the depths of the pandemic, 
including adding 400,000 barrels per day in 
February.

Some sectors of the economy were still 
struggling, especially in relation to supply-
chain problems. 

Growth in manufacturing slowed in 
December to an 11-month low, according 
to The Institute for Supply Management, a 
trade group of purchasing managers. The 
organisation would release its December 
report for the service sector on Thursday.

Investors were also anticipating the 
minutes from the Federal Reserve’s (Fed’s) 
latest policy meeting in December, which was 
set for release on Wednesday. The US central 
bank planned to hasten the withdrawal of its 
support for the markets and economy in the 
face of rising inflation. 

It would speed up its withdrawal of bond 
purchases that had helped to keep interest 
rates low, and investors were closely watching 
the Fed for any signals on when it would 
eventually raise its benchmark interest rate.

“The big question is how worried is the Fed 
about inflation,” McMillan said. 

“We’re really on the cusp of seeing how the 
Fed is going to move and the minutes will be 
informative about that.”

Walgreens, Constellation Brands and 
Conagra would report their latest quarterly 
earnings on Thursday. — AP

Wall Street keeps 

the New Year’s 

champagne

flowing — mostly  

LONDON/MOSCOW — OPEC+ 
agreed on Tuesday (local time) to 
stick to its planned increase in 
oil output for February because it 
expected the Omicron coronavirus 
variant to have a short-lived impact 
on global energy demand.

The group of producers 
comprising the Organisation of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and its allies (collectively 
known as OPEC+) has raised its 
output target each month since 
August by 400,000 barrels per day.

The United States has urged the 

group to pump more crude to help 
the global economic recovery from 
the pandemic and cool prices as 
they trade near $80 a barrel. 

However, the group has said the 
market did not require extra oil.

OPEC+ is unwinding record 
production cuts of 10 million 
barrels per day, which were 
imposed in 2020, as demand 
and prices recover from their 
pandemic-induced slump.

Brent crude rose 50 percent last 
year and has rallied so far in 2022, 
trading 2 percent up above $80 on 

Tuesday. 
Current plans would see 

OPEC+ again raise the target 
by 400,000 barrels per day for 
February, leaving about 3 million 
barrels per day in cuts to unwind 
by September — in line with an 
agreement last July. 

In a technical report seen by 
Reuters on Sunday, OPEC+ played 
down the impact on demand of the 
Omicron variant, saying it would be 
“mild and short-lived” and it was 
upbeat about economic prospects.

“This is in addition to a 

steady economic outlook in both 
the advanced and emerging 
economies,” the Joint Technical 
Committee report said.

Rystad Energy’s analyst Bjornar 
Tonhaugen said OPEC+ had grown 
confident partly because real-
time transportation data globally 
suggested that the Omicron variant 
of the coronavirus had not yet 
had any significant impact on oil 
demand.

OPEC+ would hold its next 
meeting on February 2.

 — Reuters/agencies

OPEC, allies agree to keep pumping more oil

SAN JOSE, CA — In a 
case that exposed Silicon 
Valley’s culture of hubris and 
hype, Elizabeth Holmes was 
convicted on Monday (local 
time) of duping investors 
into believing her start-up 
company, Theranos, had 
developed a revolutionary 
medical device that could 
detect a multitude of diseases 
and conditions from a few 
drops of blood.

A jury convicted Holmes, 
who was chief executive 
throughout the company’s 
turbulent 15-year history, on 
three counts of wire fraud 
and one count of conspiracy to 
commit fraud after seven days 
of deliberation. 

The 37-year-old was 
acquitted on four other counts 
of fraud and conspiracy that 
alleged she had deceived 
patients who paid for 
Theranos blood tests, too.

The verdict came after the 
eight men and four women on 
the jury spent three months 
sitting through a complex 

trial that featured reams of 
evidence and 32 witnesses — 
including Holmes herself. 

She now faced up to 20 
years in prison for each 
count, although legal experts 
believed she was unlikely 
to receive the maximum 
sentence.

The jury deadlocked on 
three remaining charges, 
which a federal judge 
anticipated dismissing as part 
of a mistrial ruling that could 
come as early as next week. 
The split verdicts were “a 
mixed bag for the prosecution, 
but it’s a loss for Elizabeth 
Holmes because she is going 
away to prison for at least a 
few years,” said David Ring, a 
lawyer who had followed the 
case closely.

Federal prosecutors depicted 
Holmes as a charlatan 
obsessed with fame and 
fortune. 

During the seven days 
on the witness stand, she 
cast herself as a visionary 
trailblazer in male-dominated 

Silicon Valley who was 
emotionally and sexually 
abused by her former lover 
and business partner, Sunny 
Balwani.

The trial also laid bare 
the pitfalls of a swaggering 
strategy used by many 
Silicon Valley entrepreneurs 
— conveying a boundless 
optimism regardless of 
whether it was warranted, 
known as the “fake it ‘til you 
make it” mentality.

 That ethos helped hatch 
groundbreaking companies 
such as Google, Netflix, 
Facebook, and Apple — the 
latter co-founded by one of 
Holmes’ heroes, Steve Jobs.

Her conviction might 
lower the wattage — at 
least temporarily — on the 
brash promises and bold 
exaggerations that had 
become a routine part of the 
tech industry’s innovation 
hustle.

The trial’s outcome “will 
send a message to CEOs 
that there are consequences 
in overstepping the bounds,” 
predicted Ellen Kreitzberg, a 
Santa Clara University law 
professor who attended the 
trial. But she also believed 
greed would keep hyperbole 
alive in Silicon Valley.

“Investors are still going to 
want to make more money on 
a promising idea.,” Kreitzberg 
said. 

“They will always go in for 
the golden ring.”

 — AP

Former Theranos CEO convicted of fraud 

‘Fake it until you make it’ philosophy finally gets its comeuppance

Elizabeth Holmes

 AP picture
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EDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

A brilliant four-day New Year 
holiday break for this district has 
ended and it is back to work for 
many today, with thoughts turning 
towards what 2022 will bring.

The big question is whether the 
Covid-19 pandemic will finally come 
to an end this year, and the signs at 
present are not entirely good.

Epidemiologist Professor Rod 
Jackson said on TV that New 
Zealand seemed to have dodged 
a bullet with Omicron so far, 
although he did not know how. He 
urged the 200,000 unvaccinated 
New Zealanders to get vaccinated 
“asap”, saying while they may have 
been able to dodge the Delta variant 
they will not be so lucky with the 
much more transmissible Omicron.

Scientists concluded some time 
ago that it will not be possible to 
eradicate the Sars-Cov-2 virus and 
that the world will have to live with 
it, but there are hopes the pandemic 
could fade strongly by the second 
half of this year.

Stephen Kissler of the Harvard 
School of Public Health defines the 
endemic period as reaching “some 
sort of acceptable steady state” to 
deal with Covid, much like how the 
flu is endemic, but distinctions for 
when that would be were “fuzzy”.

Here in New Zealand it is plain 
the country is far from out of the 
woods and that the pandemic, which 
will reach two years from the first 
lockdown in March, has had a huge 
mental effect on the country as well 
as a financial one.

However, there will be hopes that 
the pandemic will lessen enough 
for some limited overseas travel 
and the chance to see friends and 
relatives again, after such a long 
time of separation for many.

In Gisborne fears that the city 
might become something of a ghost 
town because of the absence of 
Rhythm and Vines visitors were 
allayed with the town centre 
crowded, as were the local beaches 
over the New Year break.

Nationally it was disappointing 
to see a spike in the number of 
drownings and a continuing high 
road toll.

Looking ahead for 2022, Covid 
remains the biggest problem for the 
Government along with reacting to 
climate change.

The world scene contains some 
obvious threats, with growing 
tension between Russia, Europe and 
the United States over Ukraine, and 
with our major trading partner China 
in the Pacific, while one of the main 
events in New Zealand this year will 
be the local government elections in 
October.

Like every year, 2022 will 
bring both its challenges and its 
opportunities.

■  The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
■  Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
■  Always include full name and contact details.
■  If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
■  Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz   

Hopes pandemic 
will fade this year

Re: New pontoon fantastic, 
December 31 letter.

Alain, rather than having 
a personal attack at our club 
captain (Craig Miller), perhaps 
you could look at the facts.

The fishing club had 
multiple consultations over 
the positioning of the new 
pontoon with GDC staff.

There was an agreed 
position and with a change of 
staff at the GDC they failed 
to follow up and placed it in 
a position that reduces the 
useable space of the ramp 
. . . kind of like putting the 
footpath in the cycle lane.

As for your vendetta 
against Craig, it’s rather 
embarrassing.

Craig does a lot for the club 
and even more behind the 

scenes. I can personally say I 
think he’s the most productive 
captain I have seen in my 
time.

Furthermore, saying you 
have your heart and soul 
focused on the club’s best 
interest is a bit of an extreme 
comment coming from 
someone who doesn’t even own 
a boat any more.

Perhaps you could use 
your time driving the tractor 
launching boats during 
competitions rather than 
dusting the old trophies off. 

I guess time will tell and we 
will see the pontoon washed 
up, a bit like your fishing days 
and constructive involvement 
in the fishing community.

PETER CLAFFEY

Criticism unwarranted

by Gwynne Dyer

AT the stroke of midnight 
last Friday, half of Germany’s 
remaining nuclear power 
stations closed down. The 
remaining three plants (of an 
original 17) will shut down on 
December 31 this year, and 
Germans will no longer have to live with the fear 
of a nuclear (power) holocaust.

Unfortunately most of the wind and solar 
power that Germany is building will go to replace 
its nuclear power plants, not to eliminate the coal 
and gas that it is still burning in huge amounts 
to generate electricity. So Germany will go on 
burning coal until 2038 (France is out now, the 
UK by 2024), and it also imports big volumes of 
gas from Russia (at great geopolitical cost).

Fossil fuels produce carbon dioxide; nuclear 
power doesn’t. By shutting down nuclear power 
instead of coal and gas, Germany has dumped 
an extra 350 megatonnes (Mt) of CO2 into the air 
in the past decade — plus maybe another 350Mt 
yet to come before they have built enough wind 
and solar power to replace the fossil fuels they 
should have dumped first.

Belgium announced on December 30 that it 
will shut all its nuclear power plants by 2025. 
It too promises to replace the lost electricity 
with power from renewable sources eventually, 
burning more coal and gas in the meantime.

And when the European Commission proposed 
a new law last weekend that recognises nuclear 
power as “green” (provided the plants have strict 
plans for the disposal of nuclear waste), there 
was an outcry all across the European Union. 
German Environment Minister Steffi Lemke 
condemned the proposal as simply “wrong”.

This is the triumph of fear over common 
sense. To advocate abandoning nuclear 
power when the great threat is carbon dioxide 
emissions (and we are losing the race to 
decarbonise) is folly.

There are currently 441 commercial nuclear 
reactors in the world, supplying about 10 percent 
of the world’s electricity. There could have been 
three or four times as much nuclear power by 
now if the Green movement had not exploited 
a couple of accidents in the 1970s and ’80s to 
cripple it.

There is reason to suspect that the original 
Green hostility to nuclear power was encouraged 
and subsidised by the US fossil fuel industry, 
which has always been quick to spot emerging 
potential rivals and sabotage them. But the 
hostility is self-sustaining now, fed by fantasy 
statistics and deliberate scare-mongering.

There have actually been just three major 
accidents in some 60 years of operation by 
hundreds of nuclear power plants, only one of 
which caused human casualties: Chernobyl in 
1986, where 28 plant workers were killed and 15 
other people subsequently died of thyroid cancer.

Nobody died at the Fukushima Daiichi plant 
in 2011 (although 20,000 died as a result of the 
magnitude 9.0 sub-sea quake and the tsunami 
that devastated the city). 

Many more people die from coal pollution each 
and every day than have died from nuclear power 
accidents in the entire past half-century.

Yet a vocal minority of Europeans are terrified 
of the technology, and are so well organised that 
most European countries have banned nuclear 
power or are shutting it down now. (France and 
the UK are the great exceptions.) 

What can explain this strange behaviour? I 
don’t know, but Europe’s anti-nuclear fervour 
does plot nicely on to the witch-hunts of the 15th 
to 18th centuries. Of the 40,000 to 60,000 alleged 
witches hanged or burned, German-speaking 
Europe alone accounted for almost half, and it’s 
the heartland of anti-nuclear sentiment today.

We can forgive the Europeans for their anti-
nuclear foolishness, because in most other 
respects they lead the world in cutting emissions. 
And outside Europe, the only noteworthy 
countries that ban nuclear power are Australia, 
New Zealand, Taiwan and the Philippines.

Fifty-two nuclear reactors are under 
construction, most of them in Asia. A new 
generation of compact modular reactors that can 
be assembled in factories and cannot melt down 
will be on the market in less than five years. The 
missing piece of the post-fossil-fuel puzzle has 
been found. Europeans can sleep in peace.

Nuclear power: missing piece of puzzle

Re: Not for cyclists alone, 
December 29 letter.

I note in Mike’s letter that he 
was concerned moving two feet to 
the left would have resulted in a 
collision. The guideline in NZ for all 
pedestrians and cyclists is to keep 
left and pass on the right. 

One point to remember is that 
cyclists and pedestrians are 
typically looking out for the same 
hazards. Cyclists are probably 
scanning further ahead due to 
travelling faster, so typically do 
not get surprises that need them 
to move aside quickly (considering 
also what the pedestrian would be 
passing).

As a user of the walkway on 
foot and cycle, I find I have more 
issues when cycling due to wayward 
pedestrians who do not allow 
sufficient space to pass when I 
approach from ahead and travelling 
a little above walking pace. I do use 

my bell, but when approaching from 
behind it is sometimes not noticed 
by pedestrians so I slow down and 
try again. Unfortunately I get struck 
by the rude stare of umbrage when 
all I am doing is to keep people 
aware of where I am and what I am 
doing during my journey.

Some simple physics can help 
to understand that once cycles 
fall below a critical speed they are 
more difficult to handle safely, but 
when travelling they tend to want to 
remain travelling in a straight line.

Both cyclists and pedestrians 
need to work together in a shared 
space. Keep left, allow people room, 
keep speed to a pace where you can 
stop quickly for the unexpected, and 
work together to keep each other 
safe.

Have a happy and safe New Year 
and keep an eye out for each other.

MATHEW BANNISTER

Shared space, work together

Re: On Trust Tairawhiti 
funding, conflicts — December 
30.

Just a query on this. How 
does the conflict of interest 
mentioned get cleared with 
Mayor, CE or chair (in Dec 
2019)? Because it was reported 
in The Gisborne Herald on 
Aug 21, 2020 that GDC had no 
conflict of interest policy nor 
formal enforcement policy.

“Gisborne is the only 

regional council without a 
conflict of interest policy 
and one of two without a 
formal enforcement policy, 
the 2018/2019 Compliance, 
Monitoring and Enforcement 
(CME) report by Local 
Government New Zealand 
reveals”.

The report, released in 
February 2020, is the second 
of its kind.

PETER MILLAR

No conflict policy though . . .

Re: EIT policy makes double 
vaccinations a must for most, 
December 30 story.

As a student who started 
mid-last year and having 
already paid my fees for a 
year-long course, I am now 
being told on the EIT website 
that I probably won’t get a 
refund due to my choice of not 
wanting to be vaccinated!!

The EIT website states that 
“Refunds will be assessed in 
accordance with EIT Academic 
Regulatory Framework and 
Statute. Should the request 

be based on exceptional 
circumstances, the position 
is that a choice not to be 
vaccinated is unlikely to 
be seen as an exceptional 
circumstance as it is a matter 
within the control of the 
student.”

Apparently our student 
feedback in general was not 
supportive of EIT making this 
vaccine mandatory for study 
too.

EIT, you need to reassess 
this!!

JANE SMITH

Please reassess policy EIT
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WASHINGTON — The US 
has recorded more than one 
million new Covid-19 cases, 
as officials warn the peak of a 
fast-spreading Omicron surge 
is still to come.

A record 1,080,211 cases 
were reported on Monday 
(local time) — the highest 
one-day tally of new cases 
anywhere in the world, 
according to Johns Hopkins 
University.

The Omicron variant now 
accounted for the majority of 
cases in the US.

And the top US pandemic 
adviser, Dr Anthony Fauci, 
said the peak could still be 
weeks away.

However, while the explosive 
increase in US coronavirus 
case counts was causing some 
alarm, some experts believed 
the focus should instead be 
on Covid hospital admissions. 
And those did not appear to be 
climbing quite as fast.

Dr Fauci said on Sunday 
(local time) on ABC that 
with many infections now 
causing few — or even zero 
— symptoms, “it is much 
more relevant to focus on the 
hospitalisations as opposed to 
the total number of cases”. 

Dr Wafaa El-Sadr, director 
of ICAP — a global health 
centre at Columbia University 
also said that the overall case 
count did not appear to be the 
most important number now.

Instead, she said, the US 
at this stage of the pandemic 
should be “shifting our 
focus, especially in an era of 
vaccination, to prevention. 

“So, illness, disability and 
death, and therefore counting 

those numbers instead.”
However, other experts 

argued that overall case 
counts still had value.

Omicron had led to school 
districts across the country 
postponing the return of 
students to classrooms 
following the winter break 
due to the rapid spread of 
the variant and subsequent 
staffing shortages. 

There were also concerns 
over challenges in securing 
rapid tests for students and 
teachers.

In Detroit, Michigan, 
for example — which was 
experiencing an all-time 
high infection rate of 36 
percent — city school officials 
announced that schools would 
remain closed through until 
Wednesday.

A number of other major 
school systems, including 
Atlanta, Milwaukee, 
Cleveland, and Newark, had 
announced postponements or 
a return to virtual classes.

In New York City, the 
largest school district in the 
US, schools remained open. 

Despite that, the New 
York Times was reporting 
that approximately one-third 
of parents had kept their 
children at home over Covid 
fears.

However, Dr Fauci said the 
example of South Africa — 
where Omicron first spread 
rapidly before subsiding — 
was offering the rest of the 
world at least a glimmer of 
hope now amid the seemingly 
never-ending pandemic.

New infections had 

continued to decline sharply 
in that nation, which was 
the world’s first Omicron 
epicentre.

Studies were also suggesting 
so far that the Omicron 
variant was milder than the 
previously-dominant Delta 
variant, but fears remained 
that the sheer number of cases 
stemming from the highly-
infectious Omicron could still 
overwhelm hospitals.

Omicron accounted for 95 
percent of new coronavirus 
infections in the US last 
week, the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
reported on Tuesday, in 
another indication of how 
astonishingly fast the variant 
has spread since it was first 
detected in South Africa in 
late November. — Agencies

Record 1m new Covid 
cases reported in US

SYDNEY — New South Wales (NSW) 
recorded a new peak in Covid-19 
hospitalisations and daily infections 
yesterday, with 1344 patients in hospital, 
23,131 new cases.

Another 140 Covid patients were admitted 
to hospital in the latest reporting period, 
sending the state’s hospitalisation total 
past the previous high of 1268, which was 
recorded on September 21 last year.

The number of patients in intensive care 
units rose to 105, up from 95 the day before.

The state also recorded two deaths.
Daily infections had hit a new high and 

were inching closer to the projected 25,000 
mark foreshadowed by NSW Health Minister 
Brad Hazzard last month.

As testing sites continued to be 
overwhelmed, one of the country’s largest 
pathology companies was shutting down 
most of its 29 testing clinics across Sydney, 
until further notice.

Australian Clinical Labs had been 
operating both drive-through and walk-in 
testing sites.

“These closures have been necessary due 
to the significant increase in testing volumes 
across the state,” the company said.

Some of the company’s sites in Parramatta, 
Castle Hill, Charlestown will remain open, but 
most will remain shut for an unknown period 
of time. There were 83,376 Covid swabs taken 
in the latest reporting period.

Victoria records 14,020 new cases, 
two deaths

Elsewhere in Australia, Victoria recorded 
14,020 Covid-19 cases and two deaths 
yesterday, as the number of hospital patients 
with Covid-19 continued to rise.

It marked a new record for daily infections 
in the state, surpassing Monday’s tally of 
8577. — ABC story via RNZ

New South 
Wales virus 
numbers
exploding

Peak of fast-spreading Omicron surge still to come — officials

TESTING: A man 
is swabbed for 
Covid at a walk-
up testing site at 
Farragut Square, 
just blocks from 
the White House in 
Washington. The 
explosive increase 
in US coronavirus 
case counts is 
raising alarm, but 
some experts 
believe the focus 
should instead be 
on Covid hospital 
admissions. And 
those do not 
appear to be 
climbing quite as 
fast.  AP picture

WASHINGTON, DC — US President 
Joe Biden urged concern but not 
alarm on Tuesday (local time) as the 
US set new records for daily reported 
Covid cases and his administration 
struggled to ease concerns about 
testing shortages, school closures 
and other disruptions caused by the 
surging Omicron variant.

Speaking ahead of a meeting with 
his Covid response team at the White 
House, Biden looked both to convey 
his administration’s urgency toward 
addressing the new variant and to 
convince wary Americans that the 
current surge bore little resemblance 
to the onset of the pandemic or last 
year’s deadly winter. 

The US president emphasised 
that vaccines, booster shots and 
therapeutic drugs have mitigated 
the danger for the overwhelming 
majority of Americans who are fully 
vaccinated.

“You can still get Covid, but it’s 
highly unlikely, very unlikely, that 
you’ll become seriously ill,” Biden 
said of vaccinated people.

“There’s no excuse, no excuse, 
for anyone being unvaccinated,” he 
added. 

“This continues to be a pandemic 
of the unvaccinated.”

Compared to last year, more 
Americans were employed, most kids 
were in classrooms, and instances 
of deaths and serious illnesses were 

down — precipitously so among the 
vaccinated.

“We’re in a very different place than 
we were a year ago,” said White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki when asked 
if the country had lost control of the 
virus.

Still, over the past several weeks, 
Americans had seen dire warnings 
about hospitals reaching capacity 
amid staffing shortages, thousands 
of holiday flight cancellations in 
part because crews were ill or in 
quarantine, and intermittent reports of 
school closures because of the more-
transmissible variant.

“I believe schools should remain 
open,” Biden said, adding that they 
have the funding needed for testing 
and other mitigation measures to stay 
open during the surge.

The president also announced that 
the US was doubling its order for an 
anti-viral pill produced by Pfizer that 
was recently authorised by the US 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
to prevent serious illness and death 
from Covid-19. That meant 20 million 
doses, with the first 10 million pills to 
be delivered by June.

A senior administration official said 
that combined with other therapies, 
such as monoclonal antibodies 
and convalescent plasma, 4 million 
treatments that are effective against 
the omicron variant would be available 
by the end of January. 

“They’re a game changer and have 
the potential to dramatically alter the 
impact of Covid-19 — the impact it’s 
had on this country and our people,” 
Biden said of the pills.

Biden, however, was also facing 
new pressure to ease a nationwide 
testing shortage, as people sought 
to determine if they or their family 
members had been infected with 
the variant. Long lines and chaotic 
scenes over the holidays marred the 
administration’s image as having the 
pandemic in hand.

“On testing, I know this remains 
frustrating. Believe me it’s 
frustrating to me, but we’re making 
improvements,” Biden said.

In a reversal, the White House 
announced last month that it would 
make 500 million rapid antigen tests 
available for free to Americans, but it 
would be weeks, if not months, before 
those tests were widely available. 

The US administration noted those 
tests were on top of existing supply 
of rapid tests and that even a small 
increase would help to ease some of 
the shortages. Additionally, private 
insurers would be required to cover 
the cost of at-home tests starting later 
this month.

Test manufacturers had until 
Tuesday night to respond to the 
US government’s contract request, 
and the first awards were expected 
to be made this week, Psaki said. 

Meanwhile, the administration 
was still developing a system for 
Americans to order the tests as well 
as a means to ship them to people’s 

homes.
Pressed about when the first tests 

would reach Americans, Psaki said, “I 
don’t have an update on that at this 
point in time.”

In a letter on Monday, GOP 
Senators Richard Burr and Roy 
Blunt — the top Republicans on the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee and the 
Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services — 
pressed the Department of Health and 
Human Services for answers on how 
the administration was working to 
address nationwide testing shortages.

“With over US$82.6 billion 
specifically appropriated for testing, 
and flexibility within the department 
to allocate additional funds from 
Covid supplemental bills or annual 
appropriations if necessary, it is 
unclear to us why we are facing 
such dire circumstances now,” they 
wrote. “It does not appear to be 
because of lack of funding, but a more 
fundamental lack of strategy and a 
failure to anticipate future testing 
needs by the administration.”

White House officials noted that the 
spike in testing demand was driven 
not just by Omicron, but by people 
seeking to travel safely during the 
holidays and return to school after, 
and that the shortages were global in 
nature.

 — AP

Biden urges concern, not alarm, as Omicron cases rise 

CALLING FOR CALM: US 
President Joe Biden speaks as 
he meets with the White House 
Covid Response Team on the 
latest developments related 
to the Omicron variant in the 
South Court Auditorium in the 
Eisenhower Executive Office 
Building on the White House 
Campus in Washington on 
Tuesday (local time).  
 AP picture
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TRADE SERVICES

Jacob Geuze 
RURAL SALES

027 747 3014

jacob.geuze@bayleys.co.nz 
Bousfield Macpherson Ltd, Bayleys, Licensed under the REA Act 2008

38470-11

Tree Surgery | Stump Grinding | Hedges

P. 027 395 9153
E. jono@advtreesol.co
www.advanced-treesolutions.com
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From hedges, formative pruning & 
weight reductions to complete removal, 

the team at ATS are here to help. 
No job too big or too small.

Specialist in Utility Arboriculture

06 867 7771  |  admin@electrinet.nz

Your local specialists in Power,
Domestic and Commercial Electrical, Plumbing,

Gas, Aircon, Refrigeration, Drainlaying,
Fire Protection, Data and Comms.

40993-03

06 867 7771  |  admin@electrinet.nz

Domestic and Commercial Electrical, Plumbing,
Your local specialists in

Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying

Residential and commercial
Temuera Mankelow
Ph 027 382 0467

temmankelow@gmail.com

K&L Professional 
Decorators Limited

Intumescent paints and epoxies

Roof painting specialists

Accredited wallpaper hangers, 

Swinson Group certified
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24/7 Oncall
021 960 472

4/7 Oncall

•
•
•
•
•
•

24/7 Oncall
021 960 4724/7 Oncall

•
•
•
•
•
•

4/7 Oncall
1 960 472

•  Fire Alarm Systems      •  Sprinkler Systems

•  Fire Extinguishers      •  ISO Accredited 9001 

•  Building Warrant of Fitness (BWOF) Compliance

•  Independent Qualifi ed Person (IQP)

•  Commercial Installations

•  Master Electricians Certifi ed

•  Independent Qualifi ed Person (IQP)

CONTACT OFFICE 06 281 0211

fred@elitefi re.co.nz 021 960 948

CONTACT OFFICE 06 281 0211

nate@eliteei.co.nz 027 257 0514

fred@eliteei.co.nz  021 960 948

www.gizzywaste.co.nz 06-867-3606

info@gizzywaste.co.nz 027-434-0924
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• Septic Tank Suction
• Sumps and Pump Chamber Suction

• General, Green and Hardfill Waste Skip Bins
• Short-term and Permanent Skip Bins

Friendly, Reliable and Affordable.
WINZ approved supplier.

Town and Rural service provider.
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Call Ray 027 477 8341
supercleankiwi@gmail.com

www.superclean.kiwi.nz

Carpet Cleaning
Services

•  Steam cleaning specialists

•  For a deep, restorative, steam clean

•  Residential, commercial, school cleaning

Carpet Cleaning
Services

40319-01

85 INNES STREET
PH: 027 947 2540

For all your engineering and 
electrical needs.

Locally owned and operated

38603-01
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LLOYD
WORX

Fencing 
and farming 
solutions

Ph 027 492 8004

Call us for a quote

fencing@lloydworxlimited.co.nz

37
72

0-
01

 David Lloyd & Sons

        

• Business Insurance Cover
• Home Loans/Mortgages 

• Home & Contents Insurance
• Motor Vehicle Insurance

• Life and Health Insurance 
  

Ph 06 868 8313 • 333 Childers Road,
Gisborne • info@gisfi n.co.nz • www.gisfi n.co.nz

3
7
6
8
3
-0
1



The Gisborne Herald • Wednesday, January 5, 2022   15

Your guide to the best trades and service businesses in Gisborne…
to be included please call 869 0617 or your account manager. 38344-01

• Advanced Construction

• Resene Construction system

• Exterior plastering
 

Gib fi xing and stopping  |  Repair leaking 
water tanks  |  Qualifi ed LBP Tradesman

 

PHONE  027 474 9786  A/H  867 3356

41770-01

43525-01

Garage doors

Roller doors

Sectional doors

Automatic openers

Repairs

Free Quotes

390 Gladstone Road, Gisborne

Ph 06 867 2410

sales@dominatorgisborne.co.nz

Cnr Derby St & Palmerston Rd, Gisborne

surveyor@surveygis.co.nz
www.surveygis.co.nz  P: 06 868 5588

Registered Professional &
Licensed Cadastral Surveyors

We will professionally work with
you through each step to maximise

the value & sustainability of
your property and investment.

・Subdivisions & Land Development

・Boundary Location & Redefinitions

・Maori Land Partitions & Occupations

・Topographic Site Surveys

42921-01

42770-01
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For all your glazing needs. 
From your home to the car and 

everything in between.

711 Gladstone Road, Gisborne 
Ph 06 867 2509, 027 4555 333

gisborne@novus.co.nz
www.novus.co.nz 

Authorised Independent Franchise

PHONE PETE: 027 662 1264
OFFICE: 06 863 3385
EmaIl: peteelec@xtra.co.nz
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For all your Electrical requirements 
Specialists in new homes, new kitchens, 

bathrooms and alterations.  
Registered Electricians, quality workmanship 

and prompt professional service.

ELECTRICAL
DOMESTIC | COMMERICAL

PETE LEADER

ND (ARB), DIP. FORESTRY

99 Innes Street, Gisborne

paul@rtsl.co.nz

www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz

Tree Surgeons Ltd

ND (ARB), DIP. FORESTRY

99 Innes Street, Gisborne

paul@rtsl.co.nz

www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz

ree Surgeons Ltd
ND (ARB), DIP. FORESTRY

99 Innes Street, Gisborne

ax 06 868 6453

paul@rtsl.co.nz

www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz
www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz
accounts@rtsl.co.nz  99 Innes St, Gisborne

Ph 06 868 6463

Free 

quotes

  Pruning and felling    Stump grinding 

  Powerline clearance    Inspection reports

  Planting and tree transplanting  

  Hedge trimming    Site clearance

  Mushroom compost    Mulch
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“To provide 
the best 

arboricultural 
service in 
Gisborne”

Full insurance

40016-03

Tranquillity in a Stunning Rural Landscape

kees@knapdale.co.nz   P: 027 446 5658

www.knapdale.co.nz
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Bespoke dinner parties, family celebrations, 
corporate functions and weddings. 

Book your Christmas party now

39097-01

Doing bathroom renovations?
or have an event coming up?

WE DELIVER PORTA-LOOS GISBORNE WIDE

027 455 4994
Call for your free quote today!

Gisborne 
Porta-loo Hire

WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

38476-02

867 2606
0800 367 222
www.cab.gisborne.co.nz

gisborne@cab.org.nz

124A Bright Street 
Open 9.00am-4pm Mon-Fri

Volunteers are
the lifeblood…

…of CAB. If you have the time 
please contact us.

38025-02

Small mob shearing, lifestyle blocks, 
lease blocks, pets etc. No power 

necessary. Competitive rates 

SHEARING 
TRAILER  SERVICE

Contact Steven Wilson 
021 287 1983
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www.jimsmowing.co.nz

0800 454 654

Franchises Available

Lawns • Gardens • Pruning
Weed Spraying • Gutter Clearing

One-offs or regular jobs

3
8
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MANHATTAN, New York — A 
US judge will decide “soon” — 
possibly within days — whether 
a civil sex case against the 
Duke of York will be dismissed, 
following the latest hearing in 
New York.

Prince Andrew’s lawyer told 
judge Lewis A Kaplan that 
the duke could be covered by a 
2009 deal his accuser, Virginia 
Giuffre, made with Jeffrey 
Epstein.

Giuffre is suing the British 
prince, claiming he sexually 
assaulted her when she was 17 
and a minor under US law.

The duke denies the 

allegations.
At a virtual hearing in 

Manhattan on Tuesday (local 
time), Judge Kaplan said he 
appreciated the “passion of 
the arguments” over the 2009 
agreement.

He said he would give a 
decision on the dismissing 
of the case “pretty soon” but 
declined to say exactly when.

Giuffre’s central allegation 
is that Epstein, and the now-
convicted Ghislaine Maxwell, 
trafficked her into sexual abuse 
and exploitation, including 
three incidents in which she 
was expected to engage in 

sexual activity with Prince 
Andrew.

While the settlement with 
Epstein did not mention 
Prince Andrew by name, his 
lawyers argued the deal meant 
she could not sue him, which 
Giuffre’s lawyers denied.

The interpretation of the 2009 
document, disclosed by a New 
York court, had formed a central 
plank of the argument in the 
civil case involving Prince 
Andrew.

Financier Epstein died in 
prison in 2019 while Maxwell 
was last week convicted of 
recruiting and trafficking young 

girls to be abused by the late 
financier.

The document, which was 
published yesterday, revealed 
that Giuffre agreed not to sue 
anyone connected to Epstein 
who could be described as a 
“potential defendant”.

The document, disclosed by 
a New York court, revealed the 
financier paid her US$500,000 
to end her claim.

Giuffre’s legal team said the 
terms of the Florida settlement 
were irrelevant to her case 
against the prince — which 
alleged sexual abuse by the 
royal in New York, London and 

on the US Virgin Islands.
 — BBC story via RNZ

Case dismissal bid hits roadblock

Prince Andrew

 AFP file picture
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36673-01

Enjoy our free  
home delivery service...

Call today 869 0620 to subscribe 

to The Gisborne Herald.

Your guide to the best trades and service businesses in Gisborne…
to be included please call 869 0617 or your account manager. 38344-01

Build your business
It’s a no brainer

Phone your account
manager or

Andy Searle 869 0616
Andy.Searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

40908-01

Book  a 

space 

today!
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THE PAINT THE PROFESSIONALS USE
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FREE
We can help with 
all of the above 
and more! Our FREE 
service to you

Not sure where to 
start?  Don’t know 
what to do?  How 
much will it cost?  
What options are 
there? We will come 
to you . . .

291 Palmerston Road  Gisborne 4010  

Ph 868 4656

 

DONALDSON PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Your exterior property specialists 

4
1
8
2
5
-0
1

Ben Donaldson 021 2456 155
ben@donaldsonpropertymaintenance.co.nz

We can clean your buildings, 
driveways, paths, decks, fences,  

gutters and spouting. 

• Water blasting 
• Softwash building and roofs
• Water tank cleaning 
• Moss and mould treatment

www.donaldsonpropertymaintenance.co.nz

Your exterior 
property specialists

Bring this

advert in to

receive 10% off

your next order*

Cnr Peel & Gladstone - Entrance on Peel St Ph: 06 867 0763

Wholesale Club

Your fi rst shop
for savings
1000’s of items
under $2

89 Gladstone Rd

Conditions apply,
see instore*

39822-01

Serious about 
selling? So am l

Contact Karyn today!  
027 515 5398  |  karyn.anderson@pb.co.nz

Property Brokers Ltd  Licensed REAA 2008

PB048525 

pb.co.nz

38814-01

37920-0137920-01



by Dan Satherley, Newshub.

FORCALQUIER, France — 
Another new variant of Covid 
with dozens of mutations 
has been discovered over the 
festive period — this time in 
France.

IHU, as it had been dubbed, 
had the N501Y mutation that 
was also found in the Alpha, 
Beta, Omicron and Gamma 
variants, which made it more 
infectious, and the E484K 
mutation found in Gamma 
and Beta, which helped the 
virus evade people’s immunity, 
as well as numerous other 
changes. 

It was found in a dozen 
patients living in Forcalquier, 
southern France. 

The index case was a man 
who had recently been to 
Cameroon, in central Africa, 
which — like much of the 
region — had incredibly low 
vaccination coverage, making 
it easier for new variants to 
emerge. 

He was vaccinated, but 
tested positive for the virus in 
mid-November, with PCR tests 
showing it had an “atypical 
combination” of mutations, 
which looked nothing like the 

Delta variant, which was the 
dominant variant at the time. 

“Respiratory samples 
collected from seven other 
SARS-CoV-2-positive patients 
living in the same geographical 
area exhibited the same 
combination of mutations,” a 
paper published online stated. 

The scientists dubbed it 
“IHU” — naming it after the 
institution where they worked, 
the IHU Méditerranée-
Infection. More formally, 
however, the new variant was 
known as B.1.640.2, which 
showed where it sat on the 
evolutionary tree.

The World Health 
Organisation was yet to 
declare it a variant of interest 
or concern or even give it a 
Greek letter name. At the 
time the scientists’ paper was 
published, there had only been 
12 cases of the new variant. 

“It is too early to speculate 
on virological, epidemiological 
or clinical features of this 
IHU variant based on these 
12 cases,” the scientists said, 
calling it “another example 
of the unpredictability of the 
emergence of SARS-CoV-2 
variants”.

Experts doubted whether 

IHU could pose a wider threat. 
Epidemiologist Eric Feigl-

Ding, who was one of the first 
to publicly predict SARS-CoV-2 
would result in a pandemic, 
noted intensive care unit 
admissions in France seemed 
to be rising fastest in the area 
where IHU had been found. 

So was it a coincidence?
“It’s a signal we need to 

watch what is happening there 
more carefully,” he tweeted, 
adding that it would have 
a tough time displacing the 
super-contagious Omicron and 
deadlier Delta variants. 

Imperial College virologist 
Tom Peacock pointed out that 
the first detection of B.1.640.2 
predated the discovery of 
Omicron by nearly three 
weeks.

“This virus has had a decent 
chance to cause trouble but 
never really materialised (as 
far as we can tell at least),” he 
wrote. 

“If B.1.640.2 was a genuine 
threat, its had quite a bit of 
time to demonstrate that, 
but never really got out the 
starting block — it looks a lot 
like a dud variant . . . obviously 
it should be continued to be 
monitored though.”

NEW COVID-19 VARIANT 

DETECTED IN FRANCE

NEW YORK — The United Nations Security 
Council received another five new members on 
Tuesday, as Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana and 
the United Arab Emirates formally took up the 
posts they won in an election in June.

Ambassadors made brief remarks, installed 
their countries’ flags alongside those of other 
members outside the council chambers, and 
posed for a group photo — wearing face masks 
and standing apart, in an acknowledgment of 

the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. The flag 
ceremony was a tradition that Kazakhstan 
started  when on the council in 2018. 

The 15-member council is the UN’s most 
powerful body. China, France, Russia, the United 
Kingdom and the United States were permanent 
members, with veto power.

Other members were elected by the 
193-member General Assembly for staggered, 
two-year terms that were allocated by global 

regions. Estonia, Niger, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Tunisia and Vietnam finished their 
terms on Friday. 

Countries often campaign for seats for years. 
Winning gave them a say on peacekeeping 
missions and the council’s other approaches 
to conflict hotspots, plus a strong voice on 
overarching issues of international peace and 
security.  

Council members could also convene 

meetings on security topics of particular 
interest to them, and smaller countries could 
share a prominent platform with world powers.

Albania was joining for the first time, while 
Brazil was taking an 11th turn. Gabon and 
Ghana had both been on the council three times 
before and the UAE once.

More than 50 of the UN’s 193 member 
countries had never been elected to the council 
since it formed in 1946. — AP

Five more nations join powerful UN Security Council

NEW YORK — New York state’s attorney 
general is demanding that two of Donald 
Trump’s adult children, Donald Trump Jr and 
Ivanka Trump, testify in her civil probe into 
the former US president’s business practices 
and namesake company.

Subpoenas to the Trumps from the office 
of Attorney General Letitia James were 
disclosed in a Monday filing with a New York 
state court in Manhattan.

Donald Trump had also been subpoenaed 
to testify under oath last month, and the 
Trump family planned to ask a judge who 
had overseen disputes related to the probe 
to block James’ lawyers from obtaining their 
testimony, according to the filing.

James’ subpoenas reflect an escalation of 
her nearly three-year probe into whether the 
Trump Organisation fraudulently inflated the 
values of its real estate holdings to obtain 
bank loans, and reduced their values to lower 
its tax bills.

Alina Habba, a lawyer for Donald Trump, 
in an emailed statement accused James, 
a Democrat, of having “weaponised her 
office” through a “political witch hunt” that 
violated the former Republican president’s 
constitutional rights.

“Her actions are a threat to our democracy 
and I plan to hold her accountable to the 
fullest extent,” Habba said in response to 
a request for comment from the Trump 
Organisation.

Lawyers for Trump’s children did not 
immediately respond to requests for 
comment.

Eric Trump, another adult son of Donald 
Trump’s, was questioned by James’ office 
in October 2020. Donald Trump turned over 
the Trump Organisation to his adult sons 
and the company’s long-time chief financial 
officer, Allen Weisselberg, when he became 
president in 2017.

Ivanka Trump had also worked for the 
Trump Organisation, before serving in the 
White House as a senior adviser.

James’ probe had focused on properties 
including the Seven Springs Estate in 
Westchester County, New York, a downtown 
Manhattan office building, the Trump National 
Golf Club in Los Angeles, and the Trump 
International Hotel and Tower in Chicago.

It was related to but separate from a 
criminal probe by the Manhattan District 
Attorney’s Office, and which James joined 
last May, into the Trump Organisation’s 
business practices.

Weisselberg and the company pleaded not 
guilty in that probe last July to charges they 
ran what a prosecutor called a “sweeping 
and audacious” tax fraud in which company 
executives were awarded “off-the-book” 
benefits over a period of 15 years.

The criminal probe was now overseen by 
Alvin Bragg, who was sworn in on Saturday 
as district attorney to succeed fellow 
Democrat Cyrus Vance, who led that office for 
12 years and began the probe in 2018.

Bragg told CNN last month that he planned 
to be personally involved in the criminal 
probe. — Reuters story via RNZ

Two of Trump’s 
children — 
Ivanka and 
Donald Jr — 
subpoenaed

SHAKING OFF 2021: Above, a man celebrates the start of the New Year as fireworks explode in the background over 
Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. However, sorrow for the dead and dying, fear of more infections to come and 
hopes for an end to the coronavirus pandemic were — again — the bittersweet cocktail with which the world said good 
riddance to 2021 and ushered in 2022. “We just need some enjoyment,” said Karen Page, 53, who was among the revellers 
venturing out in London. Meanwhile, around the globe, the pandemic game-changer of 2021 — vaccinations — were 
continuing to be administered to people at a pace. Israel was now administering fourth doses of the Covid vaccine boosters 
to those aged over 60 years as well as healthcare workers and immunocompromised patients. — AP 

AP picture
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WEDNESDAY—THURSDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 3 0  
Quiz show where 
contestants must stay 
one step ahead of The 
Chaser.

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0 
 7pm The Celebrity Chase 

Christmas Special   
Bradley Walsh hosts as 
Lesley Joseph, Judge 
Jules, Jenni Falconer and 
Patrick Kielty take on 
five of the Chasers.

 8pm Border Security 

 8.20 Lotto 

 8.25 Border Security 0 
Continued.

 8.30 Location, Location, 

Location   
Kirstie Allsopp and Phil 
Spencer help people find 
their dream homes.

 9.35 Coronation Street PG 0 
 10.35 The Pact MC 0   

Aaron struggles to stay 
silent; Betty discovers 
a lifelong secret; Frank 
does what is best for 
the family.

 11.05 My Life Is Murder ML 3 
0   
When a man is found 
shot inside a locked 
motel room, Alexa 
is convinced his 
mysterious death is 
linked to a dangerous 
woman from her past.

  THURSDAY  
 12am Mallorca Files M 3 0   

Miranda and Max 
investigate the death of 
a world-famous DJ.

 12.50 Te Karere 3 
 1.15 Infomercials 

 5.35 Te Karere 3 
 6am John And Lisa’s 

Weekend Kitchen 3 
 7am Sun, Sea And Selling 

Houses 3 0 
 8am The Repair Shop PG 3 0 
 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show 0 
 10am Winning Combination 0 
 11am The Chase 3 0 
 Noon Country Calendar 3   

A thriving business 
based on manuka oil, 
honey and tea provides 
an income for dozens 
of people in a tiny East 
Cape community.

 12.30 Emmerdale PG 0 
 1pm Coronation Street PG 3 

0 
 2pm The Hotel Inspector PG 0 
 3pm Tipping Point 3 
 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Country House 

Hunters 0 
 5pm The Chase 3 0 

 5pm Storage Wars PGL 

 5.30 Pawn Stars 

 6pm Ice Road Truckers PG 

 7pm Border Security M 

 7.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 8.30 Law And Order: 

Organized Crime MVC 

 9.30 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 10.30 NCIS: New Orleans MVSC 

 11.30 Mountain Men PG 

  THURSDAY  

 12.30 Wheel Of Fortune 

 1am Jeopardy! 

 1.25 Border Security M 

 1.50 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 2.40 Law And Order: 

Organized Crime MVC 

 3.30 Ice Road Truckers PG 

 4.20 NCIS: New Orleans MVSC 

 5.10 The Mentalist MVC 

 6am Jeopardy! 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 6.45 Pawn Stars 

 7.10 Storage Wars PGL 

 7.35 Mountain Men PG 

 8.25 Border Security M 

 8.50 Ice Road Truckers PG 

 9.40 The Mentalist MVC 

 10.30 NCIS: New Orleans MVC 

 11.30 Pawn Stars 

 Noon Jeopardy! 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 12.50 Law And Order: 

Organized Crime MVC 

 1.40 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 2.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 3.20 Mountain Men PG 

 4.10 Jeopardy! 

 4.35 Wheel Of Fortune 

 5pm Storage Wars PGL 

 5.30 Pawn Stars 

 5pm Monster Hunter MVC 2020 

Action. Milla Jovovich, Tony 
Jaa, Ron Perlman.

 6.40 Radioactive M 2019 Drama 

Biography. Rosamund Pike, 
Sam Riley.

 8.30 Freaky 16VL 2020 Comedy. 
After swapping bodies 
with a serial killer, a 
17-year-old discovers 
she has less than 24 
hours before the change 
becomes permanent. 
Vince Vaughn, Kathryn 
Newton.

 10.15 Zack Snyder’s Justice 

League: Justice Is 

Gray 16VL 2021 Action.  
Ben Affleck, Gal Gadot.

  THURSDAY  
 2.10 Recon 16V 2019 Thriller. 

Alexander Ludwig,  
RJ Fetherstonhaugh.

 3.45 City Of Lies  

16VLSC 2018 Drama. Johnny 
Depp, Forest Whitaker.

 5.35 The Lost Husband  

PGL 2020 Drama. Leslie 
Bibb, Josh Duhamel.

 7.25 Ordinary Love  

MLSC 2019 Drama. Lesley 
Manville, Liam Neeson.

 8.55 The Broken Hearts 

Gallery MLS 2020 Comedy.

 10.45 Summerland  

PGC 2020 Drama.

 12.25 The Marksman  

MVL 2021 Action.

 2.10 Human Capital  

MLS 2020 Drama.

 3.45 Dinner With 

Friends 16LSC 2020 Comedy.

 5.20 Outback MVLC 2020 Thriller.

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud MLC 

Mustang Mania.
 6.35 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG Do or 
Die.

 7.30 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG Risky 
Business.

 8.30 Building Off The Grid PG 

 9.30 Barnwood Builders PG 

 10.30 Aussie Lobster Men PG 

 11.25 Naked And Afraid XL MLC 

  THURSDAY  
 12.15 Barnwood Builders PG 

 1.05 Mysteries Of The 

Deep PG 

 1.55 Deadliest Catch PG 

 3.35 Moonshiners MLC 

 4.25 Gold Rush: White 

Water MLC 

 5.15 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 6.05 How Do They Do It? PG 

 6.30 Pool Kings PG 

 6.55 You Have Been 

Warned PG 

 7.45 Barnwood Builders PG 

 8.35 Top Gear PG 

 9.25 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 10.20 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG 

 11.15 Building Off The Grid PG 

 12.10 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.35 Pool Kings PG 

 1.05 Mysteries Of The 

Deep PG 

 2pm Naked And Afraid XL M 

 2.55 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 3.50 Deadliest Catch MLC 

 4.45 Gold Rush: White 

Water MLC 

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud MLC 

 5.05 The Simpsons 3 0 
 5.35 Superstore PG 
 6pm The Big Bang Theory PG 3 
 6.30 Celebrity MasterChef 

Australia PG 0 
 7.50 Australian Survivor: 

Brains v Brawn PGL 0 
 8.55 Mom PG 0 
 9.50 Taskmaster NZ 16L 3 0   

Laura Daniel spills the 
beans; the comedians tell 
us where they are from; a 
silent task.

 10.50 Back To Life ML 0 
 11.25 Mom PG 3 0 

  THURSDAY  
 12.20 Motherland: Fort Salem M 

0 
 1.05 F Late Night Big 

Breakfast PGL 3 0 
 1.35 Infomercials 
 2.30 2 Tunes 
 2.50 Australian Survivor: 

Brains v Brawn PGL 3 
 3.45 Selling Houses 3 
 4.10 The Middle 3 0 
 4.35 The Ring Inz M 
 5am Infomercials 
 6am Les Mills Born To Move 
 6.25 Hey Duggee 0 
 6.40 Paw Patrol 0 
 7.05 Eliot Kid 0 
 7.30 Teen Titans Go! 0 
 7.55 The Deep 0 
 8.15 Kangaroo Beach 
 8.25 JoJo And Gran Gran 
 8.40 Dorothy And The Wizard 

Of Oz 0 
 8.50 Daniel Tiger’s 

Neighbourhood 0 
 9am Infomercials 
 9.30 Les Mills Body Attack 0 
 10am Mike And Molly PG 3 0 
 10.50 The Middle PG 3 
 11.15 Friends 3 
 12.05 Ellen’s Game Of Games 3 

0 
 1pm The Drew Barrymore 

Show PG 
 1.55 The Mindy Project PGSC 0 
 2.45 B Positive PGLC 3 
 3.10 Bob Hearts Abishola 3 0 
 3.35 Bluey 3 0 
 3.45 Horrible Histories PG 0 
 4.15 Prank You Very Much 3 
 4.40 Friends 3 
 5.10 The Simpsons PG 3 0 
 5.35 Superstore PGS 

 5pm Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 6pm Newshub Live At 6pm 

 7pm Bondi Rescue PG 3 

 7.30 The Block Australia PG   

Shelley and Scotty check 

on the progress of the 

kitchens.

 8.30 Celebrity IOU 

 9.30 Celebrity IOU: Joyride PG 

 10.25 NCIS: LA M 3   

After Anna Kolcheck 

escapes from prison 

with her cellmate, 

Callen and the NCIS 

team assist with the 

investigation and try to 

locate her.

 11.25 Beachfront Bargain 

Hunt 3 

 11.45 Infomercials 

  THURSDAY  

 6am Infomercials 

 7am Dodo Heroes PG 

 7.55 Ninja Warrior UK 3 

 8.50 Infomercials 

 10.35 Bondi Vet PG 3 

 11am Bondi Vet PG 3 

 11.30 Lakefront Bargain Hunt 

 Noon House Hunters 

International 

 12.30 House Hunters 

International 

 1pm How Do Animals Do 

That? 

 1.30 M Hopeless 

Romantic PG 2016 Romantic 

Comedy. When a man’s 

proposal to his girlfriend 

is rejected, he devises 

a plan to win her back 

using techniques 

learned from romantic 

comedies. Christa B 

Allen, Brandon W Jones.

 3.30 Millionaire Hot Seat 

 4.30 Beachfront Bargain 

Hunt 

 5pm Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun PGC 3   

Dick discovers the 

internet and withdraws 

from the real world.

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Shipping Wars PGL 3   

Marc is on the side-

line with rig repairs; 

Chris and Robbie’s boat 

transport tests their 

relationship.

 7pm Pawn Stars PG 3 

 7.30 Traffic Cops PGVC 3 

 8.30 Ambulance 16VLC 3   

Saj is concerned that 

there are not enough 

ambulances for all the 

patients needing them.

 9.45 Strike Back 18VLC   

After several close calls 

in a prison and at a local 

village, Section 20 finally 

closes in on the stolen 

nuclear weapons.

 10.50 The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 

 11.50 Love Island UK 16LS 

  THURSDAY  

 12.50 Closedown 

 1am Infomercials 

 8am The Casagrandes 3 

 8.25 The Loud House 3 

 9.10 Samurai Jack PGV 3 

 10am F The Office PGC 

 11am Shipping Wars PGL 3 

 11.30 Surveillance Oz PGV 3 

 Noon WhichCar 3 

 12.30 MasterChef Junior 

USA 3 

 1.30 Parks And 

Recreation PGC 

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 3 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm American Pickers PG 3 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun PGC 3 

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Pukana 3 

 5.30 Te Mana Kuratahi 

2019 3 

 6pm Tamararo 

 6.30 Te Pou Herenga O Kia 

Aroha 

 7pm Waiata Nation 3 

 7.30 5 Minutes Of Fame 3 

 8.30 M Fools Rush In  

MLC 1997 Romantic Comedy.

 10.30 Sidewalk Karaoke 3 

 11pm Nga Uri O Te Tai 

Rawhiti 3 

 11.30 Closedown 

  THURSDAY  

 6.30 Pipi Ma 3 

 6.35 Waiata Mai 3 

 6.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 7am Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 7.10 Te Nutube 3 

 7.20 Kia Mau 3 

 7.30 Potae Pai 3 

 7.40 Smooth 3 

 7.50 He Rourou 3 

 8am Polyfest 3 

 9am Oranga Ngakau 3 

 9.30 Whanau Bake-Off 3 

 10am Easy Eats 3 

 10.30 Whanau Living 3 

 11am Sidewalk Karaoke 3 

 11.30 Whaikorero 3 

 Noon The Hui 

 12.30 He Aha To Say? 3 

 1pm Uka 3 

 1.30 Toku Reo 3 

 2.30 Ako 3 

 3.30 Pipi Ma 3 

 3.35 Waiata Mai 3 

 3.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 4pm Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 4.10 Te Nutube 3 

 4.20 Kia Mau 3 

 4.30 Potae Pai 3 

 4.40 Smooth 3 

 4.50 He Rourou 3 

 5pm Polyfest 2018 3 

 5.30 Te Mana Kuratahi 

2019 3 

 5pm Your Room Or Mine? 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 6.30 Forged In Fire PG 

 7.30 Jade Fever PG 

 8.30 Robson Green’s Grand 

Slam 

 9.30 Jeremy Wade’s Dark 

Waters PG 

 10.30 Forged In Fire PG 

 11.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

  THURSDAY  

 12.30 Hairy Bikers Route 

66 PG 

 1.30 Your Room Or Mine? 

 2am Cash In The Spare Room 

 3am Extinct Or Alive PG 

 4am Robson Green’s Grand 

Slam 

 5am Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 6am Cash In The Spare Room 

 7am Hairy Bikers Route 

66 PG 

 8am Extinct Or Alive PG 

 9am Kids BBQ Championship 

 10am Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 11am Forged In Fire PG 

 Noon Jade Fever PG 

 1pm Robson Green’s Grand 

Slam 

 2pm Jeremy Wade’s Dark 

Waters PG 

 3pm Amazon The Lost 

World PG 

 4pm Rachel Khoo’s Chocolat! 

 5pm Your Room Or Mine? 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 5.40 Shark Tank PG 

 6.30 Botched PGLSC 3 
 7pm Botched PGLSC 3 
 7.30 Dog Rescuers PG 

 8.30 M The Change-Up 16LSC 

3 0 2011 Comedy.

 10.45 Snapped MVC 3 
 11.35 An Unexpected Killer 16VC 

3 

  THURSDAY  
 12.25 Infomercials 

 6am Infomercials 

 10am 50 Ways To Kill Your 

Mammy PGLC 3 
 10.50 Face Off PGC 3 
 11.40 Botched PGLSC 3 
 12.10 Botched PGLSC 3 
 12.40 Shark Tank PG 3 
 1.30 Love It Or List It 3 
 2.20 The Real Housewives Of 

New York City PGLSC 3 
 3.15 50 Ways To Kill Your 

Mammy PGLC 3 
 4.05 Face Off PGC 3 
 4.55 Love It Or List It 

 5.50 Shark Tank PG 

8.06 The Lazarus Heist  
The true story of an attempted 
$1 billion hack, which 
investigators say was carried out 
by a secretive ring of elite North 
Korean hackers.  
10.15 Kiwi Screen History  
Spot On.  
With Jesse Mulligan.  
11.04 Inside Out  
With Nick Tipping. Classic 
recordings and modern 
masterpieces from the world of 
jazz.  

THURSDAY   
12.04 All Night Programme  
6.15 Emoji From The BBC  
8am Morning Report  
9am Summer Times  
With Jesse Mulligan.  
12.10 Matinee Idle With Phil 
O’Brien and Simon Morris.  

Location, Location, Location 
 8.30pm on TVNZ 1

Taskmaster NZ 
 9.50pm on TVNZ 2

Ambulance 
 8.30pm on Prime

Compiled by5Jan22

© TVNZ 2022 © TVNZ 2022

 8.05 Heartland 

Championship: 

Lochore Cup (RPL) Final: 

Whanganui v North 

Otago.  

From Cooks Gardens, 

Whanganui.

 10.05 Heartland 

Championship: 

Meads Cup (RPL) Final: 

Thames Valley v South 

Canterbury.  

From Alpine Energy 

Stadium, Timaru.

  THURSDAY  

 12.05 Heartland XV v New 

Zealand Barbarians (RPL)   

From Owen Delaney Park 

in Taupo.

 2.05 Gallagher 

Premiership (RPL) 

Gloucester v Harlequins.  

From Kingsholm.

 4am All Access: Black Ferns 

 4.30 All Access: Black Ferns 

 5am All Access: Black Ferns 

 5.30 Playmakers 

 6am Best Of Super 

Rugby (RPL) Trans-Tasman 

Final 2021: Highlanders 

v Blues.

 8.30 Gallagher 

Premiership (RPL) 

Gloucester v Harlequins.

 10.30 Cricket: The Ashes (HLS) 

Australia v England: 

Fourth Test, Day One.

 11.30 L Cricket: The Ashes  

Australia v England: 

Fourth Test, Day Two.

SKY SPORT 1



by Jared Savage, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — Gang leaders and 
anyone with alleged links to organised 
crime will have to prove how they paid 
for their assets — or risk losing them — 
under planned changes to strengthen an 
already powerful law.

More than $1 billion worth of real 
estate, luxury cars and cash are among 
the assets restrained from drug dealers, 
gangs and other criminal groups since 
the Criminal Proceeds (Recovery) Act was 
passed in late 2009.

The success of the New Zealand police 
in enforcing the law was “impressive”, 
according to a report published last 
year by the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), which estimated 8 percent of 
criminal profits were frozen each year. 
The global average is about 2.2 percent.

Now, the Government plans to change 
the law to give police even more powers 
to target gang leaders, or organised crime 
figures, who have distanced themselves 
from any criminal activity but allegedly 
still reap the financial benefits.

Under the current law, police do not 
need a conviction. 

They only have to show that someone 
profited from criminal offending to the 
lower standard of proof applied in civil 
cases — “on the balance of probabilities” 
— rather than surpassing the more 
difficult “beyond reasonable doubt” 
threshold for criminal cases.

Under the proposed change to the law, 
the police would be able to ask the High 
Court to restrain — and later forfeit — 
the assets of anyone “associated” with 
an organised criminal group, if their 
declared income was insufficient to pay 
for them.

This is designed to target the leaders 
of gangs, and organised criminal groups, 
who the police say have structured 
their affairs to “insulate” themselves 
from involvement in, or even knowledge 

of, profit-driven crimes their members 
commit.

“These leaders and other members, 
nonetheless, provide the structure 
within which this criminal activity takes 
place and will derive benefit from this 
structure,” briefings to Justice Minister 
Kris Faafoi show.

“For example, drug-related organised 
crime in New Zealand is structured into 
franchises and pyramid schemes, so that 
the leaders and senior members who 
receive a portion of profits are distanced 
from the criminal activity.

“They also created distance between 
themselves and their illicit activities 
by using intermediaries, third party 
relatives or friends, associated business 
people, apparently legitimate businesses 
and legal entities such as companies and 
trusts.”

Instead of proving someone benefited 
directly from a specific crime, the law 

change would mean police would simply 
have to prove a lack of income and an 
“association” to an organised criminal 
group.

In terms of the proposed law change, 
the definition of an “organised criminal 
group” is also likely to be a point of 
contention when the Government 
introduces the amendment bill to 
Parliament in the first half of 2022.

The police have a low conviction rate 
for the offence of “participating in an 
organised criminal group”, in which a 
number of elements — such as knowing 
at least three people are working 
together — must be proven.

The proposed change to the Criminal 
Proceeds Recovery Act will lead to an 
extra $25 million seized each year, 
according to the Justice Ministry 
briefings released under the Official 
Information Act.

The briefings reveal the proposal 

could conflict with the New Zealand 
Bill of Rights Act, in particular the 
right to freedom of association and from 
unreasonable search and seizure, as well 
as natural justice — although the public 
interest may justify those limitations.

“Although association with a member 
of an organised criminal group is not 
enough by itself, it is one of the factors 
as to whether a forfeiture order can be 
made. This may have a potential chilling 
effect on freedom of association,” the 
briefing to Faafoi said.

“The organised crime proposal requires 
police to prove significant criminal 
activity by the group to which the 
respondent is associated, and that the 
respondent’s known legitimate income is 
likely to have been insufficient to acquire 
the interests in the restrained property. 
This is the safeguard, though the scope 
captured by association could be broad.”

The vast majority of the proceeds-of-
crime cases the police have pursued are 
related to drugs, gangs and organised 
crime. Recently, they have increasingly 
been going after the proceeds of other 
alleged crimes including fraud, tax 
evasion, exploitation of slave labour, 
movie piracy and even a workplace 
fatality.

The proceeds law could also be 
tinkered with further to include firearms, 
according to a plan by an Opposition 
politician to crack down on inter-gang 
shootings. 

Nicole McKee, the Act Party justice 
spokeswoman, had a private member’s 
bill drawn from the ballot in September 
which proposes a new threshold for asset 
seizure: if a gang member is found with 
an illegal firearm.

“It’s only a matter of time before an 
innocent member of the public gets 
caught in the crossfire,” McKee said of 
increasing gang-related shootings. “This 
is a tool to hit the gangs where it hurts; 
their wallets.”

Gang leaders risk losing assets

TARGETING ORGANISED CRIME: Nearly $1m in cash seized from a senior Head 
Hunter later convicted on meth charges. The proposed law change will make it easier 
to restrain assets linked to organised crime.  Picture supplied

Organised crime figures targeted in proposed law change
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Wednesday 5 January  Bar & Pizza from 5pm
 7pm Best Sellers (M) NEW

Thursday 6 January Bar & Tapas from 5pm 
 7pm One Second (M) NEW

Friday 7 January Bar & Tapas from 4pm
 7pm Crock of Gold: A few
 rounds with Shane MacGowan

Saturday 8 January Bar & Tapas from 5pm
 7pm Best Sellers (M)

Sunday 9 January Bar & Pizza from 5pm
 6.30pm One Second (M)
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Kids sunnies 

in store now

110 Gladstone Road  

Phone 867 3447
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20% OFF 
ALL STOCK

733 Aberdeen Road, Gisborne 
Ph 867 5307 or 021 195 5500 • Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm

Come and see me for a free 
denture consultation

Guaranteed 
expertise

• Full denture 
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• Night guard
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A FARMER-LED study investigating the 
effectiveness of sediment traps to improve water 
quality has delivered some encouraging results, 
writes Tony Benny for Our Land and Water 
National Science Challenge.

King Country farmer Blair “Munta” Nelson 
knows sediment run-off is the number one 
environmental issue faced by farmers in his 
district.

He is convinced farmers can go a long way to 
solving the problem by installing small, low-cost 
sediment traps on their properties.

Munta joined Perrin Ag consultant Peter 
Keeling to run a trial to test the effectiveness 
of the traps and come up with some 
recommendations on the best way to construct 
them, with funding from Our Land and Water’s 
Rural Professionals Fund.

“There’s a whole lot of pressure to make 
improvements on-farm and we need more tools 
in the toolbox,” Munta said.

“In my opinion, there’s still not enough 
hands-on data to say, ‘This is what you should 
be doing’. We’re getting asked to fence off our 
waterways and plant trees, and there are mixed 
recommendations as to what you should and 
shouldn’t be planting, so we were looking for 
another form of mitigation.”

Peter Keeling said King Country hills were 
prone to sediment run-off thanks to the soil type 
and relatively high rainfall.

“Those soils are either soft or softer. It doesn’t 
really matter whether it’s got bush on it or not, 
you’ll get a lot of silt come down off the hill 
country. Initially, it forms small water channels 
which then grow into something bigger.”

One solution to sediment run-off investigated 
by a farmer group near Rotorua involved large 
detainment bunds.

That approach would not work in the King 
Country hills because the landscape was steeper 
and the soil was different, Keeling said.

“The detainment bunds are quite big and 
they’re on quite a gentle slope. We can’t do that 
on hill country.”

Large bunds are also costly and may require 
resource consent, which Munta Nelson was keen 
to avoid.

By keeping sediment traps small (with dam 
walls less than a metre high) resource consent 
requirements aren’t triggered and the cost 
is likely to be $2000 to $3000 — compared 
to perhaps 10 times as much for a large, 
engineered, consented detainment bund.

“I believe the solution is not building one 
massive bund or sediment trap that costs me 
$45,000. For me, the answer is spending a couple 
of thousand dollars on a sediment trap and doing 
one every year,” Munta said.

The project constructed three different ponds 
on three neighbouring farms: the Nelson’s, the 
Foss’ and the Proffit’s.

The project aimed to measure the 
effectiveness of the three traps in reducing 
sediment concentrations leaving small-to-
medium (3.5-20ha) hill country sub-catchments.

Through demonstration, the team hoped to 
create farmer discussion and increase awareness 
of the factors that need to be considered when 
installing sediment traps.

The effectiveness of the three sediment traps 
was measured by installing simple siphon 
samplers to monitor sediment concentrations 
entering and leaving the sediment trap, from 
approximately three different flow heights during 
six rainfall events.

The hope was to get a picture of trap efficiency 
over a range of rainfall run-off events.

The three traps trialled were constructed 

differently. All held water that was released via 
a riser connected to a pipe that drained through 
the front of the structure, sufficiently slowing the 
movement of water to allow suspended sediment 
to drop out.

Sediment concentrations in the trial 
were highly variable, but generally, outflow 
concentrations were less than inflow 
concentrations, suggesting that the sediment 
traps were working.

The farmers faced challenges adapting the 
riser design to their environment and more work 
is needed to find a design that works in this 
environment.

The project team will release a farmer “cheat 
sheet” describing how to create a sediment trap, 
but this won’t be finalised until the farmers, local 
community and experts get back together to 
debrief and draw some conclusions.

This has been delayed due to Covid-19 
restrictions in Waikato.

Getting farmers together on-farm with experts 
was enormously valuable, Munta said.

He believed the three farmers involved in the 
project would continue to install one or two 
sediment traps each year.

“That’s what I want, where it just becomes part 
of the normal. We built one last year and if we 
build one this year and one next year, in 20 years’ 
time I’ve got 20 of them, haven’t I?”

If each sediment trap removes sediment from 
small waterways, eventually the total amount 
reaching the large Mokau River will be reduced.

The three farmers involved have tried 
something that suits their farms and have shown 
that decreases in sediment can be achieved.

“This will give other farmers the confidence 
they can do similar work in their situation and 
make a difference too,” Keeling said. — NZ Herald

Encouraging results 
from sediment study

FIRST SALES: McNeil Farming 
Ltd hold their annual on-farm sale 
on Puketoro Station (pictured 
left) inland from Tokomaru Bay on 
Monday, January 10. They have 6500 
sheep and 900 steers in the line-up. 
The sale is set to draw another big 
crowd for what has always been a 
most enjoyable day. Meanwhile, the 
Matawhero saleyards swing back into 
action for the year on Friday with the 
ewe fair and the first cattle sale of the 
year will be on January 18. The stock 
agents said there could be 7200 ewes 
on offer on Friday, with the sale to 
be run in conjunction with the weekly 
sheep sale.   File picture  

SOLVING 
ISSUES: A 
sediment trap 
on Russell 
Proffit’s farm. 
 Picture supplied

‘
 There’s a whole lot of pressure 

to make improvements on-farm 
and we need more tools in the 
toolbox 

’   —Blair “Munta” Nelson
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GISBORNE

65 Main Rd, Makaraka 

06 868 8908

Peter Rennie 
Sales 

027 281 4470

Glen Aspden 
Sales 

027 285 6961

ASK ABOUT A
MASCHIO THAT
SUITS YOU.

MULCHERS FOR 
GRASS, STUBBLE 
AND PRUNINGS
• High rotor speeds / low vibration

• 15-200 horsepower, 1m-6.2m  
working widths

• Models suitable for grass, straw, 
stubble and prunings

• Long life bearings

• The Tigre model can mulch 
prunings up to 12cm in diameter

• Toothed transmission drive belts

• Counter blades for producing finer 
mulching of coarse materials

               Power Farming NZ
44089-01

GOAT BUYER

BUYING ALL GOATS
ALL YEAR ROUND

Prompt pickup & payment

Experienced musterers can be arranged

Contact Brian Hutchings 022 069 5212
briansplace1@hotmail.com 4

4
0
8
7
-0
1



KEEN GARDENERS: The Point 
Early Learning Centre children Caue Lavor 
Inoue, Naiki Harrison, James Wyrill, Nikau 
Wilson-McDonald, Oliver Stevens, Heath 
Lamb, Micah Bottrill, Marnie Wyrill, Harry 
Stevens, Sterling Symon and Leonardo 
King are pictured with mascot Koka Marie 
Paddock, enjoying The Point’s new garden. 
 
  “We were very lucky to get a new 
playground built for the tamariki last year 

and it included this wonderful garden 
bed,” said Ashleigh Walters of The Point.    
   “It was a real community effort, 
starting off with whānau and our owners 
Provincial Education gifting us seeds and 
cuttings. 
   “There was no real plan to where things 
would go, we gave full responsibility 
to the tamariki and let them choose, 
which allowed them to feel a sense of 
responsibility for it and there were loads 

of discussions on how to look after it.  
   “If we had a plant we were unsure how 
to take care of, the tamariki and a kaiako 
would go and research about it. 
   “The tamariki love to pick the kai from 
the garden and eat it. Our strawberries 
were a hit and they all understood the 
yummy ones were the red ones.    
   “They absolutely loved watching their 
sunflowers grow taller and taller until 
eventually they were taller than their 

kaiako,” Ashleigh said.
    “This was a great experience for all of 
us, kaiako and tamariki, and it opened 
discussions on how we can take care of 
ourselves with healthy kai.
   “Our wonderful chef Samantha Cowan 
has used a lot of the vegetables and herbs 
in her cooking for the kids, and they love 
the idea that they contributed to their kai 
in some way.”  
 Picture by Paul Rickard

ik dzonly
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LAST WEEK’S

SOLUTIONS

SUDOKU
Enter numbers into the squares so that
every row, every column and every 3x2 box 
contains all the numbers from 1 to 6

469

SUDOKU

769



CLASSIFIEDS The Gisborne Herald • Wednesday, January 5, 2022

22

ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

CLIFFORD THE BIG RED
DOG (PG) WED 12.10pm,
3.40pm. THU 10.10am
GHOSTBUSTERS:
AFTERLIFE (PG)
WED 12.50pm, 3.30pm,
6.05pm, 8.40pm. THU
10am, 3.20pm, 5.55pm
HOUSE OF GUCCI (R13)
WED 1.30pm, 4.45pm,
8pm. THU 10.20am,
4.45pm, 8pm
SING 2 (PG)
WED 12.15pm
THU 10am, 12.40pm
SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY
HOME (M) WED 2.15pm,
5.15pm, 8.15pm.
THU 12.20pm, 2.15pm,
5.15pm, 8.15pm
THE ADDAMS FAMILY
2: ROAD TRIP (PG) THU
10am, 12.10pm, 2.45pm
THE FRENCH
DISPATCH (M)
WED 1.20pm, 5.50pm.
THU 12.20pm
THE KING’S MAN (R16)
THU 3pm, 5.45pm,
8.30pm
THE MATRIX
RESURRECTIONS (TBC) 
WED 2.30pm, 5.30pm,
8.30pm.
THU 5pm, 8.30pm
WEST SIDE STORY (M)
WED 8.15pm
THU 1.30pm, 8pm

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

Times may vary
subject to late change

RADIO control plane
found Boxing Day,
Lytton area. Please ph
868 7921.

PAERAUTA
MARAE

TRUSTEE AGM
DATE: 29 Jan. 2022

TIME: 1pm
Agenda to follow
Zoom link to be

confirmed 7 days
before AGM.

MATAWAI MARAE
AGM 2021

Venue: Matawai Marae
19 Motu Rd, Matawai

Date: 23 January 2022
Time: 10am
AGENDA:

•  Karakia
•  Mihimihi
•  Apologies
•  Matters arising from

previous AGM
•  Chairperson report
•  Treasurer report
•  Nominations for

Secretary
•  Remits of Marae

Charter
•  General Business
•  Karakia

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.

ROOF painting &
w a t e r  blasting. We
specialise in high
pressure water blasting
for residential homes &
commercial busin-
esses within the
Gisborne & East Cape
region. Roof painting
offering competitive
rates working with all
roof profiles & all roof
materials. Working
through the holiday
period. Ph Quinny at
Hemwise Painting
Services on 021 0273
1069.

HYDRALADA’S for
hire, $65/day. Ph 0274
485 188.

DRINK drive/criminal
lawyer. Strong defence.
Ph/text 022 048 9086.

QUALITY Firewood
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz

SMALL shade house.
Frame only to cart away
$100, floor area 4.7 x
2.45mtrs, height 1.5m,
gable height 2.3m, gap
between alu. framing
46cm. Ph 867 2797.

FORESTRY
WORKERS
WANTED

•  Positions open from
10 Jan 2022

•  Starting from 30
hours a week

•  No experience
needed (training
provided onsite).

•  Higher remuneration
offered to
experienced workers
with additional 2IC
duties

•  Competitive hourly
rates offered

•  Travel provided to
and from site

•  Reference letter from
last employer
required

•  Pre-employment drug
test required

•  Mandatory: must be
drug and alcohol free,
fit and reliable.

Please send your
reference letter to
vailea.silviculture@
gmail.com or visit our
Facebook page.

GISBORNE BOYS’
HIGH SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL’S P.A./
OFFICE MANAGER/

BOT SECRETARY
Gisborne Boys’ High
School is seeking an
experienced Principal’s
PA/Office Manager/
BOT Secretary for this
key position within the
School. This is an
exciting opportunity to
join our enthusiastic,
passionate and future
focused staff.
All applications must be
on the School App-
lication Form.
Full details of this
position are available
by contacting Ms
Tracey Troon,
Principal’s P.A.,
Telephone 868 8159 ext
813 or email principal
@gisboyshigh.net
Applications close 7
January 2022.

G O L D converse all
stars womens/girls lace
up shoes size 6. Still in
box. $40 ph 027 772
4810.

ADIDAS skate shoes as
new cond. Black lace
ups with white adidas
stripes. Womens/girls
size 5 $40. Ph 027 772
4810.

DINING suite 7pce,
black metal framed oval
table 1.65 x 1 painted
black with padded
chairs, excell cond
$100. Ph 867 4997 or
021 0259 0252.

R A I L W A Y rails
approx 15ft long $90 +
GST each; cattle stops
approx 8ft $250 + GST;
& approx 12ft $300
+GST. Ph 862 7765.

GRAZING available
for 1 or 2 horses near
Patutahi until April.
Price negotiable. Ph
862 7765.

S H E A R I N G teams
available to take care of
your sheep shearing.
Give Beau a call on 027
8424 172.

WANTED:
UTES AND SUVs

CASH PAID
Phone Tyler, Enterprise

027 728 2472

Entertainment

NOTICE BOARD

Meetings

Work Wanted

Situations Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Firewood

HOME & LEISURE Cars Wanted Cars Wanted

Hire

AT YOUR SERVICE

Trade

Services

Grazing

FARMING

Livestock

Readers
Bargains

Readers
Bargains

Found

LOST & FOUND

18X4 LOST ANIMAL

Have you lost 
a furry family 

member?

has free listings in our classified section for 
lost and found animals. Phone 869 0601.

Secret Squirrel
Let us collect responses 
to your advertisements.

Only $7.00 (incl GST) 
for 30 days. 

Ask about Herald box 
numbers.

ph 869 0601

1
2

Frequency Discount

3
Repeat your line advertisement on  

consecutive days to take advantage of 

our frequency discounts

ph 869 0601Focus On 

The Land

Farming news 

and local profi les. 

Wednesdays and 

Saturdays in your 

Gisborne Herald
Stand Out

Give your 
advertisement 
a boost with a 

HIGHLIGHTER
For only $9.00 extra

(incl GST)
ph 869 0601

We are on the lookout for an advertising account manager to take 
over an established client base.  At The Gisborne Herald it isn’t 
all about sales, it’s about building trusted relationships with our 
clients and helping them to build their business. This is a full time 
Sales position available within our fun, creative team.

Key Responsibilities
    • Offer current and prospective clients advertising options within
     The Gisborne Herald, online, and in our special features

    • Establish and maintain trusted relationships with our customers
    • Be organised and confident, with an ability to meet deadlines
    • Have a great personality and enjoy dealing with people
  

Who are you?
    • You have previous sales or customer service experience or
 are willing to learn

    • You have great communication skills, both written and verbal
    • You are a team player, able to collaborate, communicate and work
       well with the other members of the sales and creative teams

    • You are a ‘People Person’
    • You enjoy meeting and exceeding targets 

Applicants for this position should have NZ residency or
a valid NZ work visa and a current New Zealand driver’s licence.

Advertising Account Manager

If this is you,
please send your CV and cover 
letter to Ander Batarrita, 
Sales Manager
64 Gladstone Road Gisborne email
ander.batarrita@gisborneherald.co.nz

Applications close on 
January 14, 2022



Rotorua races at Arawa Park  Thursday  Jetbet 2  TAB Doubles 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddies 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8  Place6 3-8

1 Stephen “Smithy” Smith 1.02
 $12,000, maiden, 2200m

 1 55222 Maktastic  (1)  58.5 54  J Riddell 

 2 5s352 Current Surge  (3)  58.5 53  R Elliot 

 3 0s737 Searchlight  (4)  56.5 50  K Asano (a)

 4 9 Ghost Protocol  (6)  56.5 45  C Burdan (a2)

 5 30s00 Reet Petite  (5)  56.5 45  

    A Goindasamy (a1)

 6 800s6 Styal  (2)  56.5 45   

2 House Of Elliott Hairdressing 1.37
 $12,000, rating 74 benchmark, 2200m

 1 79119 Enright  (8)  59 68  T Thornton 
 2 53s70 Mishka  (3)  58.5 67  D Turner 
 3 s0008 Beam Me Up Scotty  (2)  57.5 65  D Danis 
 4 90501 Mighty Connor  (1)  57.5 65   
 5 2s206 Maninthesky  (9)  56.5 63   
 6 50263 Vittachi  (6)  55.5 61  R Elliot 
 7 2s621 Stopalltheclocks  (7)  54 62  
    A Goindasamy (a1)
 8 35607 La Strata  (4)  54 55  J Fawcett 
 9 0s960 Sacred Delight  (5)  54 55   

3 Lance Lawson 2.12
 $12,000, maiden, 1560m

 1 8207 Waihi Warrior  (4)  58.5 50  
    A Goindasamy (a1)
 2 009s Smug  (2)  58.5 45  M Hashizume (a2)
 3 78 Ekstra Ghia  (6)  57 45   
 4 0 Hootie Johnson  (7)  57 45  J Fawcett 
 5 3s433 Annexception  (3)  56.5 53  D Turner 
 6 4s503 Amaterasu  (1)  56.5 51   
 7 80s5 Great Plains  (8)  55 47  T Newman 
 8  Pick Of The Litter  (5)  55 45  
    C Burdan (a2)

4 Sweeney Townsend Brokers 2.47
 $12,000, rating 74 benchmark, 1215m

 1 64243 Burgundy Rose  (5)  60 78   

 2 31s05 I’m Buzz  (6)  56.5 67   

 3 s7134 Lightning Field  (1)  56.5 67   

 4 4175s Vasquez  (3)  56.5 67  T Newman 

 5 68115 Roc Cha  (2)  56 70   

 6 9s430 Appellant  (7)  55.5 69  K Asano (a)

 7 76600 Lock Up  (4)  54 56  D Danis 

5 Macmillan Accountants 3.22
 $12,000, maiden, 1215m

 1 s7252 Rip Van Gogh  (17)  58.5 54  O Bosson 

 2 080s Heza Showman  (8)  58.5 47  D Turner 

 3  Rocastano  (2)  58.5 47  T Thornton 

 4 8 Expresso  (13)  58.5 46   

 5 78s Main Man  (3)  58.5 45  J Riddell 

 6  Pop Culture  (5)  58.5 45  M Alam 

 7  Ramirez  (12)  57 47  A Goindasamy (a1)

 8 85s7 Chancellor  (18)  57 46   

 9  Neighbourhood  (6)  57 45   

 10 663s4 Kelly Keeper  (9)  56.5 51  T Newman 

 11 0s85s Gimmegoosebumps  (11)  55 47  

    K Asano (a)

 12  Carte Blanche  (14)  55 45   

 13  Fabe Dia  (4)  55 45  T Yanagida (a1)

 14 9 Solstice  (15)  55 45  R Elliot 

EMERGENCIES:

 15 90776 Don’t Look Ethel  (1)  55 45   

 16 6s08 Over To You  (7)  55 45  M Hashizume (a2)

 17 060s True North  (10)  56.5 45   

 18 s0607 Pompeiana  (16)  55 45   

6 Rydges Hotel Rotorua 3.57
 $12,000, maiden 3yo, 1400m

 1 s68s0 Divine Dude  (1)  57.5 49  
    A Goindasamy (a1)
 2 6 Opaea Joe  (15)  57.5 46   
 3 706 Arceus  (6)  57.5 45  O Bosson 
 4 7 Incubo  (5)  57.5 45  D Turner 
 5 9 Prize Prince  (4)  57.5 45  S McKay 
 6  The Gamblers Hand  (9)  57.5 45  
    C Burdan (a2)
 7 s9233 Champagnes On Me  (14)  55.5 54  
    T Newman 
 8 53374 Divine Sava  (10)  55.5 54  K Asano (a)
 9 4s54 Ifyourample  (7)  55.5 50   
 10 — Golden Shiro SCRATCHED

 11  Maria  (3)  55.5 45  T Thornton 
 12 s0607 Pompeiana  (12)  55.5 45   
 13 80 Raconteuse  (2)  55.5 45  T Yanagida (a1)
 14  Vistown  (8)  55.5 45  M Hashizume (a2)
EMERGENCIES:
 15 2 Above The Clouds  (11)  55.5 52   
 16  Fierce Flight  (13)  57.5 45   

7 Waitomo Fuels 4.34
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1400m

 1 7s146 Extortion  (10)  60 65  R Elliot 
 2 34s97 Keats  (9)  58.5 62  J Riddell 
 3 443s0 Jimmy Five  (6)  58 61  M Hashizume (a2)
 4 60s39 Kirra Lad  (5)  58 61   
 5 18478 Felix Faure  (1)  57.5 60  T Newman 

 6 93s20 Ali Arc  (11)  57 63  A Goindasamy (a1)
 7 s4185 Zaffiro Belle  (4)  56.5 62   
 8 s0813 Novashow  (7)  56 64  T Yanagida (a1)
 9 3231 Gwithian Bay  (8)  55.5 63  K Asano (a)
 10 5480s Quality Prevails  (3)  54 56  T Thornton 
 11 67046 Whoshe’s Girl  (2)  54 55  M J Sanson (a4)

8 Laser Electrical 5.12
 $12,000, maiden, 1400m

 1 254 Deebee Zapower  (11)  58.5 52  J Riddell 

 2 — Packing Tavi SCRATCHED

 3 900 Stungun  (10)  58.5 45  S McKay 
 4  Fierce Flight  (6)  57 45  O Bosson 

 5 — Annexception SCRATCHED

 6 s5364 Honey Honey  (5)  56.5 52  K Asano (a)
 7 405s6 Vistock  (8)  56.5 52  A Goindasamy (a1)
 8 3s7s Connemara  (13)  56.5 50  R Elliot 
 9  Beneficent  (12)  56.5 47  
    M Hashizume (a2)
 10 79765 Gee Vee Kaye  (15)  56.5 47  T Thornton 
 11 5 La Palma  (7)  56.5 47   
 12 s9233 Champagnes On Me  (14)  55 54   
 13 2 Above The Clouds  (9)  55 52  T Newman 
 14 4s54 Ifyourample  (1)  55 50   
EMERGENCIES:

 15 — Vistown SCRATCHED

 16 — The Gamblers Hand SCRATCHED

 17 7 Incubo  (4)  57 45   
 18 80 Raconteuse  (2)  55 45   
 19 706 Arceus  (3)  57 45   

Selections
Race 1: MAKTASTIC, CURRENT SURGE, SEARCHLIGHT

Race 2: MISHKA, MIGHTY CONNOR, STOPALLTHECLOCKS

Race 3: ANNEXCEPTION, AMATERASU, PICK OF THE LITTER

Race 4: BURGUNDY ROSE, APPELLANT, I’M BUZZ

Race 5: ROCASTANO, RAMIREZ, KELLY KEEPER

Race 6: DIVINE SAVA, ABOVE THE CLOUDS,  

 CHAMPAGNES ON ME

Race 7: JIMMY FIVE, GWITHIAN BAY, NOVASHOW

Race 8: ABOVE THE CLOUDS, CHAMPAGNES ON ME, 

 DEEBEE ZAPOWER

Wyndham harness at Cromwell  Thursday  Jetbet 7  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 7-8-9, 10-11-12  Q. 2-3-4-5, 9-10-11-12  PL6 7-12

1 Suzanne Bell Memorial 12.09
$10,000, non-winners 3yo+ stand, 2600m

 1 9 Our Countdown  (Fr) 1 B Williamson 
 2 94s32 Meghan  (Fr) 2 A Lethaby 
 3 00507 Petronelli Gee  (Em2) (Fr) 3 A Milne 
 4 5 Tony Mac  (Fr) 4 K Tomlinson (J)
 5 9004 Speeding Spirit  (Fr) 5 B Orange 
 6 0504 Streaming Live  (Fr) 6 R May 
 7 43464 Cheeky Monkey  (Fr) 7 J Cox 
 8 0s346 Donald Trump  (Fr) 8 N Williamson 
 9 90598 Random Spur  (Fr) 9 S Ottley 
 10 9 Caen  (Em1) (Fr) 10 S Tomlinson 
 11 6s763 Son Of Majestic  (Fr) 11 B McLellan 
 12 D8443 Vertigo  (Fr) 12 L McCormick 
 13 30780 Cool Phelan  (Fr) U1 J Morrison 
 14 80098 Birch  (Em3) (Fr) U2 C Ferguson 
 15 005 Ruthless Lizzie  (Fr) U3 S Iremonger (J)
 16 0090s Sheza Mighty Monarch  (Fr) U4 C Thornley 
 17  The Lawman  (Fr) U5 M Williamson 
 18 80s00 Hot Saucy Betty  (Em4) (Fr) U6  

2 Hokonui/Goodman Plumb. 12.44
$10,000, non-winners 3yo+ f&m. mobile, 
1800m

 1 4 One Hopeful Dream  (Em1) (Fr) 1  
 2 00627 You Can Fly Arden  (Fr) 2 S Ottley 
 3  Beautifilly  (Fr) 3 S O’Reilly (J)
 4 37s3 Tigers Watching  (Fr) 4 E Barron (J)
 5 88646 Tashs Bad Girl  (Fr) 5 A Kyle 
 6 3P228 Seventh Heaven  (Fr) 6  
 7  Aggie May  (Fr) 7 B Orange 
 8 7s576 Mary Austin  (Em2) (Fr) 8  
 9 4 Sweet And Sour  (Fr) 21 B Williamson 
 10 79008 Santeria  (Fr) 22 M Williamson 
 11 623 Marshmellow Millie  (Fr) 23 J Morrison 
 12 s8640 Rock My Mind  (Fr) 24 C Ferguson 
 13 68823 Bromac Hype  (Fr) 25 R May 
 14 95544 Hit The Lights  (Fr) 26 K Barclay 
 15 56s05 Hunting Weight  (Fr) 27 B Barclay 
 16 53379 B Smart  (Fr) 28 N Williamson 

3 New World/Black Rabbit 1.19
$11,000, r40-r48,r49 w/c stand, 2600m

 1 06800 Global Flight  (Fr) 1 S Tomlinson 
 2 25s35 Port Pegasus  (Fr) 2 N Williamson 
 3 68707 Eilish Hall  (Fr) 3 K Barclay 
 4 20688 Dem Bones Dem Bones  (Fr) 4 B Barclay 
 5 63386 The Last Gamble  (Fr) 5 S Iremonger (J)
 6 61210 Emma Louise  (Fr) 6 M Williamson 
 7 53373 Sage Trouble  (Fr) 7 M Hurrell (J)
 8 32404 Miss Bamboocha  (Fr) 8 R McIlwrick 
 9 05809 Cody Banner  (Fr) 9 R Allen 
 10 0s050 Superfast Gorsey  (Fr) 10  
 11 071s0 Domination’s Call  (Fr) U1 K Tomlinson (J)
 12 80095 Danangus Fella  (Fr) U2 R May 
 13 04s60 Andiamo  (Fr) U3 K Larsen 

4 Topline Fencing/INT Garden 1.54
$11,000, r47-r51. mobile, 1800m

 1 35009 Mighty Reactor  (Fr) 1 M Williamson 
 2 26172 Calico Hill  (Fr) 2 T Dewe (J)
 3 69954 Hazer  (Fr) 3 S Tomlinson 
 4 44366 Percy  (Fr) 4 M Hurrell (J)

 5 1s951 Franco Norton  (Fr) 5 C Thornley 
 6 62153 Classy Dancer  (Fr) 6 E Barron (J)
 7 31224 The Night Watchman  (Fr) 7 B Williamson 
 8 73977 Black Ops  (Fr) 8 J Cox 
 9 05465 Blazing Impact  (Fr) 21 R May 
 10 058s0 Dark Rage  (Fr) 22  
 11 67495 Cast A Shadow  (Fr) 23 K Tomlinson (J)

5 Putney Roofing/BH20 2.29
$10,000, non-winners 3yo+. mobile, 1800m

 1 9 Ideal Dance  (Fr) 1 M Williamson 
 2 7s670 Paradise Valley  (Fr) 2 J Morrison 
 3 0365 Foxfire Easton  (Fr) 3 N Williamson 
 4 00480 Billy Bucket  (Fr) 4 A Milne 
 5 430s0 Bollinger  (Fr) 5 J Cox 
 6 2s070 Young George  (Fr) 6 C Ferguson 
 7 460s6 Georgia Aveross  (Fr) 7 B Orange 
 8 583 The Jafa Express  (Fr) 8 B Williamson 
 9 s0000 Ask Me Lou  (Em1) (Fr) 21 A Kyle 
 10 66679 Donald Trot  (Fr) 22 R McIlwrick 
 11 06547 Rakajed  (Fr) 23 B Barclay 
 12 s9589 Forty Wives  (Fr) 24 K Tomlinson (J)
 13 06 Mossdale May  (Em2) (Fr) 25 B Hope (J)
 14 84 Benji  (Fr) 26 K Barclay 
 15 800s6 See Me Now  (Fr) 27 L McCormick 
 16 04860 Bobby Vinton  (Fr) U1 S Tomlinson 

6 Sangster Elec/Wood. Motors 3.04
$10,000, r40-r45,r48-r49 w/c. mobile, 1800m

 1 0s899 Bettors Atom  (Fr) 1 C Ferguson 
 2 81720 Waite For Mee  (Fr) 2 B Orange 
 3 s830P Bizzie Lou  (Fr) 3 M Hurrell (J)
 4 23010 The High Commander  (Fr) 4 B Barclay 
 5 53063 Spicy Girl Becqui  (Fr) 5 S Tomlinson 
 6 02640 The Terrorfier  (Fr) 6 R May 
 7 0s807 Ride In A Concorde  (Fr) 7 A Mugford (J)
 8 45831 Ellz Angel  (Fr) 8 B McLellan 
 9 7s960 Superfast  (Fr) 21 N Williamson 
 10 03134 Kowhai Shadow  (Fr) 22 S O’Reilly (J)
 11 15434 Cool Idea  (Fr) 23 R McIlwrick 
 12 32586 Nikki Noto  (Fr) 24 S Ottley 
 13 670s0 He’s Tough  (Fr) U1 M Williamson 

7 Hygain Revell Douglas Series 3.39
$9000, 4yo+ r50. jun.d mobile, 1800m

 1 61078 Proviseur  (Fr) 1  
 2 410s5 Sassy’s VC  (Fr) 2  
 3 0s358 Mayhem In Malibu  (Fr) 3  
 4 29222 Franco Stefan  (Fr) 4  
 5 1846s Arlo Maguire  (Fr) 5  
 6 06903 Onedin Hurricane  (Fr) 6 K Newman (J)
 7 23132 Arnies Army  (Fr) 7  
 8 07700 Mach O’Melley  (Fr) 8 K Tomlinson (J)
 9 0s13 Franco Macho  (Fr) 21 E Barron (J)
 10 90808 Pete’s Dash  (Fr) 22 S Iremonger (J)
 11 740s7 Zach Lowe  (Fr) 23 T Dewe (J)

8 Cromwell Night ‘N Day Cup 4.09
$12,000, r59. mobile, 2600m

 1 68978 Four Starzzz Shiraz  (Fr) 1  
 2 00708 Essence Of Easton  (Fr) 2 N Williamson 
 3 s4653 Port Au Prince  (Fr) 3 P Hunter 
 4 80035 Hilarious Prince  (Fr) 4 S Iremonger (J)
 5 62914 Kingsdown Atom  (Fr) 5  
 6 1s083 Harrison  (Fr) 6 J Morrison 
 7 30618 Glassy Webb  (Fr) 7 B Orange 
 8 00s11 Sweet Annie  (Fr) 8 M Hurrell (J)
 9 29276 I’mallaboutthebase  (Fr) 21 S Ottley 
 10 20714 Owes Me Dough  (Fr) 22 S Tomlinson 
 11 — Dodgethebullet SCRATCHED

 12 869s3 Doctor Tim  (Fr) 23 S O’Reilly (J)

9 On Point/South. Lakes ITM 4.48
$12,000, r49-r55 stand, 2600m

 1 2P645 Maui  (Fr) 1 D McCormick 
 2 82P42 Expensive Crumpet  (Fr) 2 B Orange 
 3 53191 Jakarta  (Fr) 3 A Lethaby 
 4 41484 Ruby Seddon  (Fr) 4 N Williamson 
 5 60120 Break Out  (Fr) 5 S Tomlinson 
 6 89412 Shandon Bells  (Fr) 6 M Williamson 
 7 P0695 Harry H  (Fr) 7 C Ferguson 
 8 P5601 Top Pocket Chance  (Fr) 8 R Close 
 9 s0119 Belisma  (Fr) U1 R Jenkins 
 10 627s9 King Of The North  (Fr) U2 K Larsen 
 11 09601 Lauries Legacy  (Fr) U3 B Williamson 
 12 00P03 Sioux Princess  (Fr) U4 S Ottley 
 13 16466 Allaboutthemoment  (Fr) U5 B Barclay 

10 Golden View/Cromwell Cup 5.21
$15,000, r60-r90 special handicap stand, 
2600m

 1 12043 Artatac  (Fr) 1 R May 
 2 22207 A Bettor Act  (Fr) 2 R Close 
 3 s4149 Keep On Dreaming  (Fr) 3 B Williamson 
 4 99491 Makasar Boy  (Fr) 4 M Williamson 
 5 — Whata Razzle Dazzle SCRATCHED

 6 32124 Macandrew Aviator  (Fr) U1 C Ferguson 
 7 09112 Swedish Franco  (10) 1 C Thornley 
 8 56126 Plutonium Lady  (10) 2 S Ottley 
 9 P0477 Mach’s Back  (10) 3 B Barclay 
 10 28132 Pace N Pride  (10) U1 J Cox 
 11 59158 Warloch  (20) 1 T Dewe (J)
 12 13031 Johnny Mac  (30) 1 B Orange 

11 Cromtrans/N. Sthld Trans. 5.46
$13,000, r57-r100 discretionary handicap 
stand, 2600m

 1 65550 Steve  (Fr) 1  
 2 17976 Clyde  (Fr) 2  
 3 258PP Jimmy Carter  (Fr) U1 M Williamson 
 4 30656 Get Lucky  (10) 1 B Orange 
 5 35021 King Cassidy  (10) 2 S Tomlinson 
 6 15521 Regal Attire  (10) 3 O Thornley (J)
 7 24140 Springbank Mason  (20) 1 B Williamson 
 8 14253 The Dominator  (30) 1 C Thornley 
 9 1734s Chinese Whisper  (30) U1 N Williamson 
 10 51337 American Pride  (30) U2 J Cox 

12 Bayleys/O’Callaghan 6.19
$12,000, r52-r59. mobile, 1800m

 1 20941 Airwaves  (Fr) 1 R McIlwrick 
 2 s7261 Deceptive Lee  (Fr) 2 S O’Reilly (J)
 3 15968 Mucho Macho Man  (Fr) 3 S Tomlinson 
 4 — Yorokobi SCRATCHED

 5 76131 Lucys Delight  (Fr) 4 B McLellan 
 6 0s339 Pay Me Speedy  (Fr) 5 K Newman (J)
 7 9s500 Hurricane Banner  (Fr) 6 J Morrison 
 8 371s0 R K Finn  (Fr) 7 M Hurrell (J)
 9 57716 Lynryd Skynryd  (Fr) 21 K Tomlinson (J)
 10 21136 Peroni  (Fr) 22  

Selections
Race 1: VERTIGO, MEGHAN, TONY MAC

Race 2: MARSHMELLOW MILLIE, TIGERS WATCHING,  

 SEVENTH HEAVEN

Race 3: PORT PEGASUS, MISS BAMBOOCHA, EMMA LOUISE

Race 4: FRANCO NORTON, CLASSY DANCER,  

 BLAZING IMPACT

Race 5: BOLLINGER, IDEAL DANCE, RAKAJED

Race 6: THE HIGH COMMANDER, WAITE FOR MEE, 

 SUPERFAST

Race 7: ZACH LOWE, SASSY’S VC, FRANCO MACHO

Race 8: GLASSY WEBB, HARRISON, PORT AU PRINCE

Race 9: BELISMA, MAUI, JAKARTA

Race 10: PACE N PRIDE, KEEP ON DREAMING,  

 SWEDISH FRANCO

Race 11: REGAL ATTIRE, CHINESE WHISPER,  

 AMERICAN PRIDE

Race 12: DECEPTIVE LEE, PAY ME SPEEDY, PERONI

Christchurch greys at Addington  Thursday  Jetbet 9  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 7-8-9, 10-11-12  Q. 2-3-4-5, 9-10-11-12  PL6 7-12

1 The Fitz Sports Bar Sprint 4.24
 $2600, C4, 295m

 1 68341 Penny Jane 17.30 Anthony Hart
 2 34341 Barbara’s Angel 17.41 John McInerney
 3 87673 Taieri Finn 17.37 Ray Casey
 4 31475 Diamond Harmony 17.10 Malcolm Grant
 5 31135 Goldstar Shaggy 17.20 Riley Evans
 6 23234 Teresa Mendoza 17.13 S & B Evans
 7 31284 Tammy The Tomboy 17.40 Alison Lee
 8 63446 King Toliman 17.06 Craig Roberts
EMERGENCIES:
 9 5627s Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart
 10 25667 Tiggerlong Demon 17.22 Craig Roberts

2 Active Electrical C'church 4.41
 $2600, C4, 295m

 1 87162 Mighty McCook 17.34 Janine McCook
 2 32115 Goldstar Portia 17.17 Riley Evans
 3 21311 Opawa Ranger 17.14 J & D Fahey
 4 13457 Cheeky Lu 17.17 Anthony Hart
 5 85734 Homebush Glitch 17.15 John McInerney
 6 63257 Opa’s Joy 17.23 Ray Casey
 7 81866 Smooth Step 17.43 Malcolm Grant
 8 64225 Goldstar Flora 17.10 Riley Evans
EMERGENCIES:
 9 5627s Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart
 10 25667 Tiggerlong Demon 17.22 Craig Roberts

3 Real Pet Foods Rolleston 5.03
 $3500, C3, 520m

 1 25555 Know Account 30.12 Garry Cleeve
 2 41214 Frank 30.50 John McInerney
 3 62654 Willene Bale 30.30 Craig Roberts
 4 31343 Opawa Nut 30.19 J & D Fahey
 5 41614 Milky Tea 30.21 J & D Fahey
 6 36365 My Curly 30.22 Lisa Waretini
 7 66584 Quincy Bale 29.93 Craig Roberts
 8 31372 Opawa Wayne 30.02 J & D Fahey
EMERGENCIES:
 9 35157 Humbling 29.97 J & D Fahey
 10 74556 Opawa Harper 30.14 J & D Fahey

4 Hart Family Racing Stakes 5.31
 $4200, C3/4, 520m

 1 22321 Bahati Bale 30.03 Craig Roberts
 2 14385 Goldstar Yankee 30.22 Riley Evans
 3 74753 It’s A Babe 30.17 J & D Fahey
 4 43825 Mandy Jewel 30.27 Craig Roberts
 5 33611 Opawa Superstar 29.82 J & D Fahey
 6 61373 Opawa Anita 30.22 J & D Fahey
 7 12567 Tokyo Bird 29.89 Craig Roberts
 8 62842 Epic Cruze 30.19 Janine McCook

EMERGENCIES:
 9 26636 Opawa Lucy 29.99 J & D Fahey
 10 35157 Humbling 29.97 J & D Fahey

5 Thursday Place Pick Sprint 5.56
 $3500, C4/5, 295m

 1 81215 Victoria Lu 17.13 Anthony Hart
 2 16713 Romeo 17.19 John McInerney
 3 58116 Nova Rapide 17.17 Ashley Bradshaw
 4 14273 Edge Of Reason 17.03 Jason Dunn
 5 31331 Thrilling Millie 17.19 Calum Weir
 6 76871 Goldstar Wynter 17.20 Riley Evans
 7 66166 Penalty Drop 17.14 Anthony Hart
 8 18255 Homebush Chloe 17.20 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 74188 Suck It Up 17.34 Anthony Hart
 10 5627s Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart

6 kiwikiwihounds.co.nz Adopt. 6.13
 $2300, C3, 295m

 1 3115F Nonillion 17.48 Janine McCook
 2 62113 Kirkby 17.18 Calum Weir
 3 41226 Kikau 17.37 Craig Roberts
 4 56213 Impressive Sonic 17.36 John McInerney
 5 2225F Spot Lu 17.51 Anthony Hart
 6 32222 Jocelyn 17.18 Janine McCook
 7 13125 Homebush Archie 17.44 John McInerney
 8 42531 Gorilla’s Smile 17.40 Allan Joyce
EMERGENCIES:
 9 23252 Claws In Creed 17.46 Matt Roberts
 10 68114 Goldstar Dawson 17.26 Riley Evans

7 Suck It Up Ltd Sprint 6.31
 $2600, C4, 295m

 1 54641 Amuri Andy 17.26 John McInerney
 2 14745 Goldstar Larson 17.32 Riley Evans
 3 34133 Simon The Pieman 17.20 Alison Lee

 4 22461 Free For All 17.44 Malcolm Grant
 5 54355 Sinha Man 17.34 Janine McCook
 6 14s67 Gotcha Dotty 17.23 Calum Weir
 7 11118 Maccy’s Girl 17.19 Craig Roberts
 8 36536 Cupid’s Day 17.44 Richard Breen
EMERGENCIES:
 9 5627s Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart
 10 25667 Tiggerlong Demon 17.22 Craig Roberts

8 My Redeemer Distance 6.48
 $5000, C2, distance, 732m

 1 35256 Mayhem Made nwtd Ashley Bradshaw
 2 15345 Nighthawk Style nwtd Matt Roberts
 3 53243 Ellias Bale nwtd Craig Roberts
 4 11111 Know Keeper nwtd Garry Cleeve
 5  Vacant Box Five - 
 6 27726 Know Denying nwtd Garry Cleeve
 7 53648 Nighthawk Wish 43.78 Matt Roberts
 8 22312 Claws In Leo 44.15 Matt Roberts

9 Anngow Drapes & Blinds 7.05
 $5000, C5, 520m

 1 31421 Rock On John 29.93 J & D Fahey
 2 22355 Fairly Able 30.12 J & D Fahey
 3 11211 Talbingo Bale 29.81 Craig Roberts
 4 41613 Raja Bale 29.85 Craig Roberts
 5 22211 Rippin’ Purton nwtd Craig Roberts
 6 12242 Dembe 30.13 J & D Fahey
 7 64127 Diamond Warrior 30.48 Malcolm Grant
 8 12723 It’s A Blaze 29.42 J & D Fahey
EMERGENCY:
 9 17374 Know Grizzles 30.27 Garry Cleeve

10 Springston Hotel Sprint 7.22
 $3500, C4/5, 295m

 1 31211 Homebush Sirius 17.10 John McInerney
 2 82126 Nevada Phil 16.97 J & D Fahey

 3 41273 Violet Lu 17.17 Anthony Hart
 4 26323 Taieri Missile 17.02 Ray Casey
 5 71764 Mitcham Sam 17.19 John McInerney
 6 44262 Ever Rested 17.01 Ashley Bradshaw
 7 25353 Pitch Mark 17.05 Anthony Hart
 8 13717 Sneaky Snitch 17.18 Anthony Hart
EMERGENCIES:
 9 74188 Suck It Up 17.34 Anthony Hart
 10 5627s Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart

11 Amber Cleaning Services 7.40
 $3500, C4/5, 295m

 1 36147 Goldstar Linda 16.85 Riley Evans
 2 51358 Tucker 17.25 Anthony Hart
 3 87114 Curve Crusher 17.22 Ashley Bradshaw
 4 11452 Portelli Punk 17.07 Calum Weir
 5 37211 Young Romeo 17.24 Richard Breen
 6 35524 Miss Adobe 17.11 Matt Roberts
 7 31132 Made The Cut 17.20 Anthony Hart
 8 61711 Amuri Fury 17.19 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 74188 Suck It Up 17.34 Anthony Hart
 10 5627s Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart

12 Racing Again 7 January  7.57
 $2600, C4, 295m

 1 54551 Mine Hunter 17.21 Janine McCook
 2 85661 Claws In Cobra 17.15 Matt Roberts
 3 17882 Mitcham Magic 17.03 John McInerney
 4 71242 Rose Thorn 17.52 Richard Breen
 5 14373 Ghost Mode 17.28 Anthony Hart
 6 22674 Monty Mad Hammer 17.00 Ashley Bradshaw
 7 23828 Goldstar Mauney nwtd Riley Evans
 8 15342 Goldstar Harper 17.34 Riley Evans
EMERGENCIES:
 9 5627s Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart
 10 25667 Tiggerlong Demon 17.22 Craig Roberts

Selections
Race 1: GOLDSTAR SHAGGY, TERESA MENDOZA,  

 PENNY JANE

Race 2: OPAWA RANGER, GOLDSTAR PORTIA, CHEEKY LU

Race 3: OPAWA WAYNE, MILKY TEA, OPAWA NUT

Race 4: OPAWA SUPERSTAR, BAHATI BALE, TOKYO BIRD

Race 5: VICTORIA LU, THRILLING MILLIE, EDGE OF REASON

Race 6: KIRKBY, JOCELYN, KIKAU

Race 7: SIMON THE PIEMAN, AMURI ANDY,  

 GOLDSTAR LARSON

Race 8: KNOW KEEPER, CLAWS IN LEO, NIGHTHAWK STYLE

Race 9: TALBINGO BALE, RIPPIN’ PURTON, IT’S A BLAZE

Race 10: HOMEBUSH SIRIUS, NEVADA PHIL, VIOLET LU

Race 11: PORTELLI PUNK, MADE THE CUT, AMURI FURY

Race 12: CLAWS IN COBRA, MITCHAM MAGIC,  

 MONTY MAD HAMMER
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TENNIS  
by Darren Walton, AAP

SYDNEY — After months of uncertainty, 
world tennis No.1 and nine-time champion 
Novak Djokovic has confirmed his 
participation at the 2022 Australian Open.

Djokovic took to social media last 
night to announce he was on his way to 
Australia after being granted a medical 
exemption.

“I’ve spent fantastic quality time 
with my loved ones over the break and 
today I’m heading Down Under with an 
exemption permission. Let’s go 2022,” he 
said on Instagram.

The Serbian superstar had repeatedly 
refused to disclose his vaccination status 
after the Victorian government mandated 
that only fully vaccinated players — and 
fans and staff — would be allowed into 
Melbourne Park.

Djokovic to play the Open

BOUND FOR AUSTRALIA: Novak Djokovic after defeating Croatia’s Marin Cilic 
during the Davis Cup tennis semifinal in Madrid in December. The world No.1 has now 
confirmed he will play in the Australian Open after repeatedly declining to disclose his 
vaccination status.   AP picture
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        JUMBO CROSSWORD SOLUTION 1522

ACROSS: 1 Party, 4 Friendly nation, 11 Vista, 14 Crumb, 15 Saudi 
Arabia, 16 Gauntlet, 19 Pandora, 20 Arson, 21 Strategic, 24 Messenger, 
26 Florin, 27 Talons, 31 Gleam, 32 Airborne, 34 Handlebars, 38 

Genuine, 39 Almond, 40 Dainty, 41 Visa, 42 Referee, 45 Watermelon, 50 

Relayed, 54 Cosy, 55 Defect, 56 Shanty, 57 Erudite, 60 Supposedly, 61 

Onlooker, 62 Abbey, 65 Canopy, 66 Popped, 67 Laundered, 72 

Steamship, 73 Baton, 74 Withers, 79 Stubborn, 80 Light-headed, 81

Crude, 82 Drove, 83 Dead to the world, 84 Ready.  
DOWN: 2 Abroad, 3 Tamed, 5 Real, 6 Endorse, 7 Dragon, 8 Year, 9

Aviation, 10 Neaten, 11 Vindicated, 12 Sold, 13 Attends, 17 Trust, 18 

Navigation, 22 Unfit, 23 Locality, 25 Evacuee, 26 Freedom, 28 Fleece, 29 

Groove, 30 Editor, 33 Balsa, 35 Stand, 36 Once, 37 Idol, 42 Races, 43

Fishpond, 44 Eleven, 45 Wheelhouse, 46 Tutu, 47 Respond, 48 Enable, 
49 Outdo, 51 Earn, 52 Audible, 53 Entree, 58 Hospitable, 59 Reins, 63 

Optimist, 64 Begin, 65 Crossed, 68 Avocado, 69 Paired, 70 Daphne, 71

Traded, 75 Horse, 76 Ludo, 77 Chat, 78 Reel. J
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Thursday, January 6, 2022

 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Kate McKinnon, 38; Julie Chen, 52; Gabrielle Reece, 52; Rowan Atkinson, 67.

Happy Birthday:
Get back to basics, and you'll turn your dream into a reality. Less fretting 
and more hands-on work to reach the self-satisfaction you long for will bring 
you closer to your destination. Let the past guide you to solid ground and 
encourage you to bypass making the same mistakes. Trust your instincts, and 
set goals that are noteworthy and doable. Your numbers are 6, 17, 20, 28, 33, 
36, 49.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Leave nothing to chance. Use your expertise and know-how to outsmart 
and outmaneuver anyone who gets in your way. Having tunnel vision will 
make it difficult for others to interfere in your business. Keep your money and 
possessions somewhere safe. 3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Do what's necessary, and keep moving. If you take time to explain your every 
move, you'll lose momentum, and someone will make your life difficult and 
what you are trying to achieve impossible. Take the necessary steps to protect 
your rights. 4 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Stick to your plans. Follow a direct path, and refuse to let emotions stand 
between you and doing what's best. Someone will take advantage of you if 
you let them. Stay focused, and proceed with discipline and fortitude. 2 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
You'll have some great ideas that come from the heart, but before you pass 
them along or get started, check out availability and whether your plan is 
foolproof. A wrong move can be costly and stressful. Romance and personal 
growth are encouraged. 5 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
The way you handle your financial affairs will need revamping if you intend to 
avoid money worries. Think twice before you sign up for something that has 
hidden costs. Get the lowdown, and refrain from making hasty decisions. 3 
stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Network and be a good listener, and you'll gain perspective on the possibilities 
that exist. A dream can turn into a reality if you are inventive and prepared to 
act. A partnership will offer something you didn't anticipate that will make life 
better. 3 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Discipline, research and minimalization will come in handy. Targeted response 
with the least amount of action will have a favorable impact on the outcome of 
a situation at home and save you money at the same time. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Concentrate on what you are trying to achieve, and keep your words sparse. 
Offering the wrong impression will cause a rift with someone you want on 
your side. A steady pace will have an enormous impact on what transpires. 
Romance is favored. 5 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Move forward cautiously. Haste makes waste, and letting your emotions take 
over will lead to mistakes. Calculate each scenario, and use precision and 
detail to map out your course of action. You will be happy with the results. 2 
stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Stand behind your beliefs, and refuse to let anyone intervene in your private 
affairs. Consider how you can take advantage of a change soon, and you'll 
come out ahead. Put personal improvements first, and make romance a 
priority. 4 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Don't let a change of plans disrupt your day. Carry on, regardless of the 
decisions others make. Don't spend on something you don't need because 
someone else does. Be smart when it comes to working, money and who you 
trust. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Emotions will be close to the surface. Plan to do something energetic or time-
consuming. The less idle time you have, the easier it is to avoid getting into 
trouble or arguing with someone who wants to pick a fight. 3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are imaginative, engaging and flexible. You are proactive and insightful.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD No.11,485

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Ill (4)

 3. Candidate (8)

 8. Scour (4)

 9. Leaders (8)

 11. Matchless (12)

 13. Visitor (6)

 14. Network (6)

 17. Disobedient (12)

 20. Penetrable (8)

 21. Magnitude (4)

 22. Wizard (8)

 23. Burden (4)

 1. Terse (8)

 2. Funny (7)

 4. Sailor (6)

 5. Insinuate (10)

 6. Benefit (5)

 7. Neat (4)

 10. Commanding (10)

 12. Uneasy (8)

 15. Post (7)

 16. Charge (6)

 18. Mistake (5)

 19. Work (4)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
A c r o s s :  1  T e m p e r a t u r e ; 
9 Hapless; 10 Affix; 11 Riled; 
12  Manager ;  13  Comedy ; 
1 5  A s l e e p ;  1 8  M o n o c l e ; 
20 Rabbi; 22 Niche; 23 Elegant; 
24 Destitution.
Down: 2 Expel; 3 Pleaded; 
4 Resume; 5 Train; 6 Refugee; 
7 Shortcoming; 8 Expropriate; 
1 4  M a n a c l e ;  1 6  S u r f e i t ; 
17 Detect; 19 Cheat; 21 Bravo.
CRYPTIC
Across: 1 Still waters; 9 Ring off; 
10 Manse; 11 Nurse; 12 Ladders; 
1 3  P o t a s h ;  1 5  C h o p i n ; 
18 Amnesia; 20 Ducal; 22 Tripe; 
23 Look out; 24 Undertakers.
Down: 2 Tenor;  3 Lioness; 
4 Waffle; 5 Timed; 6 Run deep; 
7 Transplants; 8 Personality; 
14  Tens ion ;  16  Haddock ; 
17 Pallet; 19 Sieve; 21 Choir.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 11,484
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1. It's grown in a wise 
man's garden (4)

 3. Denied, but apparently 
wins help (8)

 8. A minute portion to be 
taken in in the 
morning (4)

 9. Make many sketches to 
get a chance 
decision? (4,4)

 11. Presidential colour? (7,5)
 13. Again there's drama in 

match to settle the tie (6)
 14. Returning as about to 

divide ancient state (6)
 17. A puzzling devotee (9,3)
 20. Punctuation ends 

without beginning 
orders (8)

 21. Miserable university 
player? (4)

 22. The candidate's 
status (8)

 23. Notions to eliminate a 
day in the Roman 
calendar (4)

 1. Not much cooking for 
insignificant people (5,3)

 2. Adult gets two points in 
the set (5-2)

 4. Public discussion while 
clothes are drying 
out? (6)

 5. Explosive item from the 
media? (4,6)

 6. The French return to 
somebody set apart (5)

 7. Drive furiously in the 
end, as he wishes (4)

 10. Entirely feminine neutral 
zone? (2-4-4)

 12. Not hurting father being 
out more? (8)

 15. Discomposed, with fur 
standing on end, ran 
off (7)

 16. Directions to paradise in 
the country (6)

 18. With spirit, graduate has 
a dance (5)

 19. Ones in hand (4)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOLUTION IN NEXT PUBLICATION.



FOOTBALL  
by Glenn Moore, AAP

LONDON — A new investment 
company backed by a Serbian billionaire 
has taken over English Premier League 
club Southampton and indicated they will 
buy other sports outfits.

Sport Republic, whose lead investor 
is Serbian billionaire Dragan Solak, has 
bought the 80 percent of Southampton 
previously owned by Chinese 
businessman Jisheng Gao.

Katharina Liebherr, whose father 
bought the club in 2009 for around 

£14 million (NZ$27.6m), retains her 20 
percent stake. She sold the remaining 80 
percent to Gao for an estimated £210m 
(NZ$418m) in 2017.

It is not known how much Sport 
Republic paid for control but English 
Premier League clubs have retained 
their value. Newcastle, a club of greater 
potential but similar performance in 
the last 50 years, was sold last year for 
£305m (NZ$606m).

Sport Republic’s founders are Danes 
Rasmus Ankersen — who recently 
stepped down as Brentford co-director of 
football — and Henrik Kraft.

Solak, who owns a major Serbian media 
group, said: “My partners and I have 
experience in long-term investments in 
the sports and entertainment industry 
and Sport Republic has been founded 
to combine this expertise and deliver 
something unique to the market.

“Southampton has so many of the 
qualities we have been looking for in a 
major sports organisation.

“It has a great management team, 
excellent talent development, talented 
teams playing attractive football and a 
dedicated fanbase.

“We are delighted to be able to complete 

this acquisition as a first step towards 
execution of our investment strategy. 
Southampton will be a cornerstone of the 
organisation we plan to build.

“Our ambition is to build a portfolio of 
high-influence stakes in football clubs and 
other sporting assets across the world.”

Ankersen, who until recently was 
executive chairman of FC Midtjylland 
on top of his role at Brentford, is chief 
executive of the firm, with fellow 
co-founder Kraft acting as chairman.

“We will be an active and engaged 
owner, but we will not be starting any 
revolutions,” Kraft said.

Sport Republic buys control of EPL’s Southampton

MOTORSPORT 
BY Glenn Moore, AAP

LONDON — The future of 
the Dakar Rally was cast into 
doubt as French prosecutors 
revealed they had launched a 
terrorism investigation after 
a support vehicle exploded in 
Jeddah on the eve of the race.

It was reported a vehicle 
being used by the French rally 
team Sodicars, containing 
five French nationals, had 
exploded with Philippe 
Boutron, co-driver of the 
team’s race car, suffering 
a serious leg injury that 
required hospitalisation.

The car was said to have 
just left the team hotel to head 
to the start of the race stage.

In the race itself Australia’s 
two-time Dakar Rally 
motorbike champion Toby 
Price finished second in the 
third stage of this year’s 
competition in Saudi Arabia.

This edged him up the 
overall standings to 14th, 26 
minutes behind British race 
leader Sam Sunderland.

Victoria’s Daniel Sanders 
said he rode a tactical race in 
finishing fifth on Tuesday, to 
be fifth in the standings, just 
under nine minutes behind 
which includes a 10-minute 
penalty picked up on stage 2.

Joaquim Rodrigues of 
Portugal took the motorbike 
stage for his first Dakar 
win. Rodrigues dedicated his 
racing to brother-in-law Paulo 
Goncalves, who died on the 
2020 Dakar.

“I was feeling so good, riding 
so fast that I even said to 
myself, ‘Paulo is riding with 
me here,’” Rodrigues said. 
“That thought came to me 

because all the navigation was 
on point. I think me and him, 
we won.”

Price, who won in 2016 
and 2019, tweeted: “Good day 
today! Super fast stage so you 
can’t make up too much time 
. . . there were lines in the 
dunes you can see and follow 
so just tried to make it a clean 
stage.”

That mention of being able 
to follow the route referenced 
several occasions already 
when riders have taken a 
wrong turn in the desert. 

This included Price himself 
in the first stage, when he 
estimated he lost 45 minutes, 
and Sanders in the second 
stage.

The Australian said he had 
deliberately lost time, taking 
a short break, to avoid having 
to run first on Wednesday 

and forge his own path in the 
dunes.

“Just before the finish, I sat 
and had a picnic for a bit and 
waited for three minutes,” he 
said.

“I just played it smart 
because tomorrow is the 
longest stage of the race and 
I wanted to start back a bit to 
catch the guys in front.

“It would have been cool to 
have another stage win but 
we’re here for 12 days, not just 
to win each stage. It happened 
to me on the second day when 
I lost 30 minutes, so we had to 
play it a little bit smarter.”

In the SSV event for four-
wheel side-by-side vehicles 
Australian duo Molly Taylor 
and Dale Moscatt moved up 
to eighth, 81 minutes adrift of 
the leaders, following a tenth-
place finish.

Spaniard Carlos Sainz won 
the third stage of the cars 
category with his Audi team 
celebrating a first for an 
electric hybrid car.

The Spaniard, a triple 
Dakar champion, took his 
40th career stage win when he 
finished 38 seconds ahead of 
Toyota’s South African Henk 
Lategan over the 255km timed 
stage around Al Qaisumah.

The Audi RS Q e-tron 
prototype has three electric 
motors and a petrol engine to 
charge the batteries during 
the longer stages of the two-
week endurance event.

Qatar’s Nasser Al Attiyah 
strengthened his grip on 
the overall lead after closest 
challenger Sebastien Loeb 
suffered two punctures and a 
transmission problem that left 
him on two-wheel drive.

Explosion at Dakar Rally
French prosecutors to launch terrorism investigation  

SEEKING A 
SECOND WIN: 
Australian Toby 
Price finished 
second in the 
third stage of 
the Dakar Rally 
in Saudi Arabia, 
placing him 26 
minutes behind 
race leader and 
14th in the overall 
standings. A 
shadow has been 
cast over the 
event, however, 
after a French 
support vehicle 
exploded on the 
eve of the race.        
    DPPI picture

TENNIS

ANDY Murray has endured a 
frustrating start to his season, 
losing in the first round of the 
Melbourne Summer Set to world 
No.76 Facundo Bagnis.

The former world No.1 and 
three-time major winner was 
far from his best, struggling on 
serve in an error-strewn 6-3 5-7 
6-3 loss to the Argentinian.

Murray has accepted a 
wildcard into the Australian 
Open, three years after 
indicating his appearance in 

Melbourne was likely to be 
his last due to impending hip 
surgery.

The five-time Melbourne 
Park finalist has arrived back in 
Australia healthy and hopeful of 
a competitive showing, following 
a win over emerging world No.10 
Jannik Sinner in November.

Murray also reached the final 
of an exhibition event in Abu 
Dhabi in December, where he 
was beaten by Andrey Rublev, 
and took current world No.4 
Stefanos Tsitsipas to five sets in 
last year’s US Open. — AAP

Poor start for Murray 
as he loses to Bagnis

MOTORSPORT

LEWIS Hamilton is not 
responding to Formula 1’s 
authorities despite their threats of 
action after he failed to show up 
to an end-of-season trophy gala 
following his controversial title 
defeat.

Mohammed Ben Sulayem, 
the newly-elected FIA president, 
admitted Lewis Hamilton is not “100 
percent”, but he is confident he 
will not walk away from F1 after the 
furore in Abu Dhabi.

However, Ben Sulayem said in his 
first press conference there could 
be “no forgiveness” for a potential 
rule breach after Hamilton missed 
the prize-giving in Paris last month.

Hamilton has yet to respond to 

messages from the new FIA boss. “I 
sent him messages,” Ben Sulayem 
said at a press conference at the 
Dakar Rally. “I think he’s not ready 
now to be functioning 100 percent. 
You don’t blame him. I understand 
his position, being a driver — of 
course he’s on a different level.

“But also the rule is there. For 
me it’s not particular, a driver or a 
certain team. It is in general, there 
are rules that we have to respect, 
and the integrity of the FIA we 
have to respect. And I cannot judge 
anyone unless I get the correct 
facts.” 

In the weeks since the 36-year-
old lost the title to Red Bull rival 
Max Verstappen, 24, there has been 
speculation that the Briton may be 
considering his future. — NZ Herald

Hamilton incommunicado 
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DRAW No. 2130    

WINNING
NUMBERS

PRIZE MONEY
No. OF

WINNERS

TOTAL
Four out of Four

Three out of Four

Two out of Four

One out of Four    

$350,000
$510
$61
Bonus Ticket

2
105
4900

116,644

WINNING NUMBERS 23    03      20      19

Total Strike 
prizes $1,169,094

 03 06 19 20  23 29 21

WINNING NUMBERS
BONUS

NUMBER

The Gisborne Herald does not make any assurances as to the accuracy 
of this information. Please check your tickets at a Lotto shop.

Total Lotto 
prizes $3,304,414

$1,000,000
$18,570
$514
$50
$28
$21
Bonus Ticket

PRIZE MONEY
No. OF

WINNERS

0
14
502
1191

18,394
24,277
250,717

DIVISION 
ONE

6 winning Nos

TWO
5 winning Nos

plus the Bonus No.

THREE
  5 winning Nos

 FOUR
4 winning Nos

plus the Bonus No.

FIVE
4 winning Nos

SIX
3 winning Nos

plus the Bonus No

SEVEN
3 winning Nos

Total Powerball 
prizes $4,353,850

09

WINNING NUMBER

DIVISION ONE
Lotto Division 1 + 

winning Powerball No.

TWO
Lotto Division 2 + 

winning Powerball No.

THREE
Lotto Division 3 + 

winning Powerball No.

FOUR
Lotto Division 4 + 

winning Powerball No.

FIVE
Lotto Division 5 + 

winning Powerball No.

SIX
Lotto Division 6 + 

winning Powerball No.

SEVEN

PRIZE MONEY
No. OF

WINNERS

0
1
27
91

1261
1595

16,909

ROLLOVER
$34,653
$1145
$94
$54
$40
Bonus Ticket + $15.00

4
4
3
3
3
-0

1



Around the Greens
Club bowls news

Poverty Bay
THE Poverty Bay Bowling Club 

women’s open fours championship was 
won by Betty Herring (skip), Kathryn 
Flaugere (director), June Stichbury (two) 
and Jean Patterson (lead).

In the final, they defeated Dawne 

Abraham (s), Kathy Carroll (d), Lesley 
Holmes (two) and Kandyce Bevan (l), who 
had a bye at the semifinal stage.

Three teams — each with one life 
intact — had reached the semifinals.

In their semifinal, Herring’s team 
defeated Joy Davis (s), Anita Vaotuua (d), 
Cheryl Jenkins (two) and Ngawai Turipa 
(l).

FOOTBALL

LONDON — Romelu Lukaku has apologised 
for his controversial interview in which he 
revealed his unhappiness at Chelsea.

He could return as soon as today’s League 
Cup semi-final first leg against Tottenham.

Blues boss Thomas Tuchel revealed Belgium 
striker Lukaku feels responsible and determined 
to “clean the mess up”, after an interview that 
was released last Thursday but conducted three 
weeks previously.

Club-record signing Lukaku was stood down 
for Sunday’s 2-2 Premier League draw with 
Liverpool, but crunch talks on Monday have 
cleared the air.

Tuchel has insisted he is now satisfied Lukaku 
did not intend to cause such deep damage and 
has accepted the $NZ195m man’s apology as 
fully genuine.

“He apologised and is back in the squad for 

(Tuesday’s) training,” Tuchel said.
“For me the most important thing was to 

understand . . . he did not do this intentionally to 
create noise in front of such a big game. And it’s 
the very first time he has behaved like this.”

While Tuchel is pleased to have Lukaku back in 
contention for selection, the German coach also 
insisted the former Inter Milan star must now take 
responsibility himself to resolve the commotion.

“It’s not that big as maybe people want it to be, 
but it’s also not small,” Tuchel said.

Lukaku subsequently made an apology on 
the club’s website: “To the fans I’m sorry for 
the upset that I’ve caused. You guys know 
the connection I have with this club since my 
teenage years, so I totally understand you guys 
being upset. Obviously it’s up to me now to 
restore your trust.”

Lukaku added: “To the manager, my team-
mates and the board, I apologise, because I think 
it was not the right moment.” — PA

Lukaku sorry for the upset caused

FOOTBALL

LONDON — Thursday’s League Cup 
semi-final first leg between Arsenal and 
Liverpool could be postponed following a 
Covid-19 outbreak in the visitors’ camp.

Other fixtures are also at risk this 
weekend as the resumption of football 
on mainland Europe clashes with the 
continuing surge of the Omicron variant 
of the virus.

Liverpool were forced to cancel training 
on Tuesday after more positive tests 
among their squad. Manager Jurgen 
Klopp was already self-isolating along 
with three first-team players.

The Anfield club were without a total 
of nine players for Sunday’s match at 
Chelsea through illness and injury, and 
have subsequently lost Mohamed Salah, 
Naby Keita and Sadio Mane to Africa 
Cup of Nations duty.

The request for a postponement will 
also raise a question over Sunday’s 
FA Cup third-round tie at home to 
Shrewsbury.

In Italy, one out of every 10 players in 
Serie A is positive ahead of Thursday’s 
return to action.

Salernitana’s match at home to Venezia 
is at risk with nine players contracting 
Covid-19 while Inter Milan (Edin Dzeko), 
Napoli (Victor Osimhen) and Juventus 
(Giorgio Chiellini) are each missing 
leading players because of the virus.

Stadium capacities have been reduced 
from 75 percent to 50 percent following a 
government decree aimed at combatting 
the latest outbreak, and spectators must 
now wear FFP2 masks.

Bundesliga leaders Bayern have 
eight players in isolation and their 
match on Friday against Borussia 
Moenchengladbach, who also have cases, 
will be in danger if more infections occur.

Borussia Dortmund, Leipzig and 
Hertha Berlin also have several infected 
players.

Barcelona have had 14 players 
test positive in recent days ahead of 
Wednesday’s Kings Cup match at third-
tier Linares Deportivo but Spanish policy 
is to play matches even if a team is filled 
with reserve players.

In France, five players tested positive 
at Paris St Germain this week including 
Lionel Messi, with goalkeeper Gianluigi 
Donnarumma the latest. — AAP

Fixtures at risk due to Covid

TENNIS
by Glenn Moore of AAP

LONDON — Novak Djokovic has long 
divided opinion in the tennis world, 
provoking fervent support but also a 
degree of animosity.

Those emotions have been magnified 
by the decision to grant the world No.1 
a medical exemption to compete in the 
Australian Open.

Figures within tennis, however, have 
initially either been quiet or coy at the 
news, though this is partly explained by 
it breaking late in the Australian evening 
when many of the players preparing in 
Australia for the grand slam were either 
heading for bed or away from media 
outlets.

Jamie Murray, the British doubles 
player, was neither having just competed 
in the ATP Cup. When asked his 
thoughts he said: “I think if it was me 
who wasn’t vaccinated, I wouldn’t be 
getting an exemption.” After a pause he 
added: “But well done to him for getting 
clear to come to Australia and compete.”

The reaction of the players alongside 
Murray at the press conference suggested 
this was a minefield few were prepared 
to cross. Certainly the Australian players 
James Duckworth and Alex de Minaur 
were more circumspect, if not exactly 
overjoyed at the news.

“I don’t know the criteria for 
exemptions, apparently it’s an 
independent panel. He must have fit the 
criteria somehow, so, yeah, if he has fit 
the criteria, then, yeah, he should be able 
to come,” said Duckworth.

De Minaur responded with a laugh: 
“That’s very politically correct of you.”

The Australian No.1 added: “I just 
think it’s very interesting, that’s all I’m 
going to say. But, hey, it is what it is, 
I just hope that the other players — I 
heard there were other cases as well — 
that they got exemptions, so I hope they 
will all fit the criteria.”

Richard Ings, the former head of 
Australia’s anti-doping authority ASADA, 
and a keen advocate of vaccination, was 
less reticent.

“Clearly all this talk about vaccination 
status being personal and private 
only held water up to the point of 
tossing it back in the face of vaccinated 
Australians,” he wrote on Twitter.

Ings was replying to the post in which 
Djokovic announced he was heading for 
Melbourne, accompanied by a photo of 
him with packed bags at an airport.

Seven hours after sending this the 
Serbian had received 32,400 likes, 6500 
retweets and 5900 replies.

Given he has 8.8m followers, those 
numbers are not particularly large. More 
pertinent was the content. There was a 
significant hard-core of support, much of 
it from compatriots or anti-vaxxers.

But there was far more criticism, often 
very strongly worded, a lot of it from 
Australians, many of whom also took aim 
at their own Government.

The response was similar in old media. 
Under the sub-headline ‘Fury at No-vax 
grand slam shock’, the splash headline in 
the Brisbane Courier-Mail was ‘You must 
be Djoking’.

SEE ALSO STORY PAGE 24

Djokovic exemption 
divides opinion . . .

OPEN CHAMPIONS: The Poverty Bay Bowling Club women’s open fours champions 
are (from left) Kathryn Flaugere (director), Betty Herring (skip), June Stichbury (two) 
and Jean Patterson (lead). Picture supplied
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 Sportsword                                    No 87 
       © Copyright Peter Thomson 2021          Across 

1 Rookie Black Caps Test 

allrounder blooded 2021 
series v India (8) 

5 1987 World Cup-winning All 

Blacks captain (4) 

7 Black Caps Test opener 

scored century in both innings 
v England 2013 (6)  

8 Canterbury All Black 

midfielder early 1960s 
nicknamed “ Bluey” (6) 

9 Cricket delivery, -- ball (3) 

10 Crusaders All Black lock 

2009, Isaac -- (4) 

13 Aussie league fullback 

legend now Queensland State 
of Origin coach (6) 

14 Lawn bowls term, burnt -- (3) 

16 New Super Rugby 

franchise, -- Pasifika (5) 

17 Kiwi two-time Olympic 

men’s 1500m track medallist (6) 

19 Golf term, -- shot (3) 

20 History-making trainer 

2001 Caulfield-Melbourne 
cups winner Ethereal (5) 

22 Hurricanes All Black 

backrow hardman 2001-07 (7) 

26 Aussie Hall of Fame 

football coach, Rale -- (5) 

28 All Blacks captain v 1950 

British Lions (7) 

29 Nickname 28 across’s pre-

decessor Fred Allen, “the –” (6) 

30 Led Blues to first two Super 

Rugby titles 1995, ’96 (6) 

Down 
1 Wellington Phoenix A-

League football captain (5) 

2 Otago men’s cricket team 

nickname (5) 

3 ABs’ “accidental hero” 2011 

World Cup final (6) 

4 Former Black Caps white-

ball allrounder, Andre -- (5) 

5 Kiwi brother/sister Olympic 

sailboard champions (7) 

6 Manawatu All Black five-

eighth/fullback 1976-81 (9) 

11 Former ABs front-row 

stalwart, -- Brown (3) 

12 One-cap All Black 

halfback 2005, Kevin -- (5) 

15 First Asian-born Grand 

Slam tennis champion, Li -- (2) 

16 Legendary Kiwi F1 driver 

emerged late 1950s (7) 

17 Manawatu schoolboy All 

Black winger 1980, Craig -- (6) 

18 Kiwi league international 
brothers 1980s-90s (3) 

21 Black Caps opener 

scored ODI century on debut 

v Zimbabwe 2011 (5) 

23 First male tennis player to 
claim calendar Slam twice (5) 

24 Eight-time Olympic men’s 

hockey champions, abbrev (3) 

25 Black Caps’ Aussie 

coach 1997-99, -- Rixon (5} 

27 Touch/league/rugby 

international, Kristina -- (3) 
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SPEEDWAY by Murray Robertson

A BIG crowd was treated to an outstanding 
race programme of hard-charging action across 
all classes at Gisborne Speedway Club’s track on 
Monday night.

It was a great start to the 2022 speedway year 
at the Eastland Group Raceway.

Visiting drivers snared the podium spots in the 
ToolShed Ministock 100 but local drivers scored 
heavily across the rest of the meeting. 

The 40-plus cars in the stockcar best-pairs 
events went hell for leather and put on a great 
show.

Gisborne’s Dylan Pickering (56G) was teamed 
up with Rotorua’s Chris Shingleton (87R) and 
they took top spot on the podium.

Trevor McArthur (128G) and his teammate were 
the runners-up and Bryce Simpson( 98G) with his 
teammate completed the Gisborne trifecta on the 
podium.

Gisborne’s Ethan Cook (76G)  just about drove 
the wheels off his car in the saloon best pairs 
and with a win and a second in the three-race 
series it was no surprise to see him on top of 
that podium. He was teamed up with Auckland’s 
David Ingram (116A). Clubmate Sean Robertson 
drove well, too, and with Ted Ingram from 
Auckland (16A) took third place.

The youth ministock fields put on a fantastic 
display of driving that augurs well for the future 
of the sport. 

 A highlight in the support classes was the 
driving once again of Seth McKay (48G), who was 
ever-present.

He picked up two firsts in the three-race main 
points series, and also won the feature race.

Darren Melling from Hawke’s Bay (72B) was 
the standout in the streetstock races with three 
wins from three starts.

Club president Clyde McGrory said the big 
crowd was exactly what the club needed.

“The meeting went on a bit longer than we 
anticipated, but we wanted to give all the drivers 
a good run because many have missed out on 
racing due to Covid,” he said.

“I thought Ethan Cook in the saloons was 
absolutely outstanding. 

“In the stockcars, Trevor McArthur just keeps 
getting better and better, and so does his son 
Ben. Bryce Simpson was another to put in an 
outstanding performance in the stocks.”

Results —
Ministocks — Blue Group (juniors) Race 1: 

Cohen Wright (88R) 1, Jack Wilson (21R) 2, Ryan 
Dittmer (14B) 3. Race 2: George Crawford (971R) 1, 
Cohen Wright (88R) 2, Levi Jones (717H) 3. Race 3: 
Campbell Hayes (51M) 1, Memphis Trengrove (88B) 
2, Cohen Wright (88R) 3.

Ministocks — Red Group (seniors) Race 1: 
Bailey Smith (72B) 1, Asha Penn (55B) 2, Deegan 
Butcher (98B) 3. Race 2: Hunter deRidder (88P) 1, 
Tasman Bryson (42R) 2, Flynn Fraser (93R) 3. Race 
3: Caleb Hutchins (53M) 1, Jack Cunningham (11R) 
2, Tasman Bryson (42R) 3.

ToolShed Ministock 100 — junior group: Cohen 
Wright (88R) 1, George Crawford (971R) 2,  Ryan 
Dittmer (14B) 3.

ToolShed Ministock 100: Bailey Smith (72B) 1,  
Asha Penn (55B) 2, Caleb Hutchins (53M) 3.

Stockcars — Group 1, Race 1: Brett Loveridge 
(16B) 1, Trevor McArthur (128G) 2, Dylan Pickering 
(56G) 3. Race 2: Chris Shingleton (87R) 1, Jason 
Jones (11G) 2, Brett Loveridge (16B) 3. Race 3: 
James Marshall (16H) 1, Mike Herbert (52R) 2, Chris 
Shingleton (87R) 3.

Stockcars — Group 2, Race 1: Ben McArthur 
(228G) 1, Nigel Hazelton (54G) 2, Samuel Murray 

(94R) 3. Race 2: Bryce Simpson (98G) 1, David 
Downs (9G) 2, Mike Mac (979H) 3.  Race 3: 
Regan Penn (5B) 1, Hamish Whyte (7H) 2, Jessie 
Henderson (454K) 3. 

Stockcars — Best pairs: Dylan Pickering (56G) 
and Chris Shingleton (87R) 1, Trevor McArthur 
(128G) and Mike Herbert (52R) 2, Bryce Simpson 
(98G) and Regan Penn (5B) 3.

Saloons — Race 1: Ethan Cook (76G) 1, Josh 
Smith (27P) 2, Sean Robertson (16G) 3. Race 2: 
Trent Amrein (42M) 1, David Ingram (116A) 2, Josh 
Smith (27P) 3. Race 3: Josh Smith (27P) 1, Ethan 
Cook (76G) 2, Trent Amrein (42M) 3.

Transdiesel Saloon Best Pairs: Ethan Cook 
(76G) and David Ingram (116A) 1, Josh Smith (27P) 
and Clayton More (7W) 2, Sean Robertson (16G) 
and Ted Ingram (16A) 3.

Streetstocks — Race 1: Darren Melling (72B) 1, 
Brent Durston (77G) 2, Sammy Durston (177G) 3. 
Race 2: Darren Melling (72B) 1, Brent Durston (77G) 
2, Sammy Durston (177G) 3. Race 3: Darren Melling 
(72B) 1, Brent Durston (77G) 2, Sammy Durston 
(177G) 3.

Winner of the Rangatira Motors Feature Race: 
Darren Melling (72B).

Production saloons — Race 1: David Cartwright 
(797B) 1, Blake Dear (37G) 2, Tanga Walsh (96B) 3. 
Race 2: Seth McKay (48G) 1, Lewi Claypole (716B) 
2, Rodney McIndoe (11G) 3. Race 3: Seth McKay 
(48G) 1, Rodney McIndoe (11G) 2, Damian Stokes 
(727B) 3.

Winner of the Dions Dogs Feature Race: Seth 
McKay (48G).

TQs — Race 1: Jordan Russ (10B) 1, Karl 
Carpendale (77B) 2, John Taylor (7G) 3. Race 2: 
Jordan Russ (10B) 1, Rob Gomm (24G) 2, Karl 
Carpendale (77B) 3. Race 3: Jordan Russ (10B) 1, 
John Taylor (7G) 2, Rob Gomm (24G) 3. 

Carpendale Remembrance Trophy: Jordan Russ 
(10B) 1, John Taylor (7G) 2, Rob Gomm (24G) 3.

Hard-charging action on the track

PACKED PITS: The Gisborne Speedway Club pits were packed on Monday night for 
the racing, with cars from all over the North Island. Picture by Murray Robertson
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e with you! 
Take  advantage of our  HIRE HUB over summer
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide showers 16 24
Amsterdam drizzle 1 6
Bangkok fine 21 33
Beijing fine -6 5
Berlin fine 0 2
Brisbane showers 23 28
Buenos Aires fine 19 28
Cairo fine 8 18
Canberra showers 17 25
Cape Town fine 18 26
Delhi drizzle 10 20
Frankfurt cloudy 2 6
Geneva fine -1 4
Hong Kong fine 18 21
London rain 3 7
Los Angeles fine 9 21
Melbourne thunder 19 28
Moscow rain -3 0
New York fine 1 4
Paris fine 1 7
Perth fine 21 34
Singapore showers 24 33
Stockholm snow -7 -4
Suva thunder 24 29
Sydney showers 22 28
Tokyo cloudy 0 5
Toronto snow -9 -6

Mostly cloudy. Occasional 

rain. Southerlies.

Often cloudy. Isolated 

showers clearing in the 

evening. Southerlies, strong 

near the coast.

Partly cloudy. Isolated 

morning showers near the 

coast. Southerlies dying out 

in the evening.

Fine with northwesterlies.

TOMORROW FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy. 

Rain at times. 

Southerlies.

Often cloudy. 

Southerlies.

Partly cloudy. 

Southerlies dying 

out in the evening.

2017 –  Windy and dry conditions 

fuelled fi res near Hastings.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

NZ TOMORROW
Auckland showers 27
Hamilton showers 29
Tauranga showers 27
Rotorua showers 27
Taupo fi ne 26
Napier cloudy 25
New Plymouth fi ne 27
Palmerston North fi ne 23
Wellington fi ne 18
Christchurch showers 17
Queenstown fi ne 18
Dunedin showers 15

morning min  14
max  19

morning min  17
max  23

morning min  12
max  22

PROTECTION REQUIRED

SUN PROTECTION ALERT

Data provided by NIWA
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A weakening front moves 

up Te Waipounamu/The 

South Island and Te Ika-a-

Maui/The North Island on 

Thursday, followed by south 

to southwesterly winds. A 

ridge builds over the country 

on Friday and remains 

through Saturday.
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Djokovic to contest Australian 
Open PAGE 27PAGES 24, 26

SPEEDWAY INSIDETENNIS

CRICKET by Niall Anderson, NZ Herald

BANGLADESH are aware of the 
stakes. They know what a test victory in 
New Zealand would mean.

Defeated in 32 matches across all 
formats in New Zealand — including nine 
test thrashings — Bangladesh are on the 
verge of their most famous away test win, 
with the Black Caps leading by 17 runs, 
with only five wickets in hand, going into 
the final day.

Only five times have Bangladesh won a 
test away from home — two in the West 
Indies, two in Zimbabwe and one in Sri 
Lanka.

Beating the world test champions in 
their backyard would usurp all those 
victories, as fast-bowling coach Ottis 
Gibson knows only too well.

“I can assure you we’re aware of that,” 
Gibson said with a laugh when reminded 
of his team’s losing run in New Zealand.

“We knew what we were getting into 
when we came here. We knew it was 
going to be tough. We had a lot of time 
in Christchurch in MIQ and we spoke a 
lot about what we needed to do if we’re 
going to be successful here, and it’s really 
pleasing to see guys have gone out and 
done that.”

After the Black Caps bowlers toiled 
for 176.2 overs to take 10 Bangladesh 
wickets, the Bangladesh seamers showed 
there might have been some life in the 
pitch after all, claiming five wickets in 
63 overs to put the hosts in a precarious 
position heading into the final day.

Gibson believes their strategies — 
bowling fuller and straighter than New 
Zealand — have been on the money.

“In the first three days you might bowl 
to get catches in the slips and the keeper, 
but on Day 4 we looked at this pitch and 
nobody’s been caught at slip yet so I said 
to the guys, ‘Let’s keep the stumps in the 

game, bowl at the stumps, try to hold 
your length’.

“It’s different to how New Zealand 
bowl, they didn’t bowl to length, they 
went short. That’s their tactic, it works 
for them, (Neil) Wagner’s very good at it, 
but we’re different, we try to bowl at the 
stumps a lot more and it’s really pleasing 
to see that it worked for us.”

Ebadot Hossain caused the Black Caps’ 
collapse late on Day 4 with a rapid spell 
of 140kmh bowling in which he took 4-39 
and showed why Bangladesh kept the 
faith in him despite a bowling average of 
81.5 in 10 tests.

“He’s a joy to work with because he’s 
so enthusiastic and he wants to learn so 
much,” Gibson said.

“He’s very high and low on confidence. 
When he’s confident he can bowl spells 
like this.

“Maybe the New Zealand batters 
underestimated us. The discipline we’ve 

shown is fantastic.
“I’m pleased for all my team for where 

we are in the game. We knew the history 
of how we’ve gone in New Zealand before 
we came here; we knew we had to do 
something special and so far, it’s fair to 
say we’ve dominated the game, but today’s 
a very important day for us as well.”

Despite that dominance, Gibson is 
aware the Black Caps have managed 
to overcome dicey positions in the past, 
and knows his side have to perform well 
today to finish the job.

“We’re not going to get ahead of 
ourselves. It’s very important that our 
medical team get the boys fresh, and then 
they come with the same attitude and the 
same discipline that we had over the last 
hours.

“We know what’s at stake so we’ll just 
keep it as simple as we can, try to be 
disciplined and take wickets and see how 
the game unfolds for us.”

Strategy was to bowl fuller, straighter

CRICKET

MT MAUNGANUI — Ebadot Hossain 
bowled Bangladesh to the brink of a 
famous victory over world champions New 
Zealand in a fiery spell on the fourth day of 
the first cricket test yesterday.

On a pitch on which Bangladesh and 
New Zealand collectively amassed 786 
runs in their first innings — with the tourists 
taking a 130-run lead — Ebadot reduced 
New Zealand to 147-5 at stumps, a lead of 
only 17 runs.

After dismissing first innings century-
maker Devon Conway for 13, Ebadot 
removed Will Young (69), Henry Nicholls 
(0) and Tom Blundell (0) in the space of 
six balls to fortify the strong position the 
Bangladesh batters had created.

“The first thing to know about Ebadot as 
a person is that he only came to cricket 
about five years ago,” Bangladesh’s West 
Indies-born bowling coach Ottis Gibson 
said.

“He won a fast-bowling competition 
somewhere and two years later he was 
playing international cricket.

“He’s a joy to work with because he’s 
enthusiastic and he wants to learn so much. 
When his confidence is high he can bowl 

spells like this.”
New Zealand were just hanging on at 

stumps in the face of Ebadot’s aggressive 
swing bowling.

Veteran Ross Taylor, in his penultimate 
test match before retirement, was on 37 
and all-rounder Rachin Ravindra was on 6.

Bangladesh haven’t won any of their 
previous 43 matches in New Zealand 
across all three formats and they weren’t 
expected to test New Zealand in this match 
in the absence of veteran players such 
as Shakib Al Hasan, Tamim Iqbal and 
Mahmudullah.

But the tourists have steadily got on top 
of New Zealand, and Ebadot rammed home 
their advantage yesterday, finishing the day 
with figures of 4-39.

Bangladesh first dismissed New Zealand 
for 328, claiming the last five wickets for 70 
runs to leave the home side short of a par 
score on a docile pith at the Bay Oval.

Bangladesh replied with 458, lifted 
by the contributions of captain Mominul 
Haque (88), Liton Das (86), Mahmudul 
Hasan Joy (78) and Najmul Hossain 
Shanto (64).

Resuming yesterday at 401-6, 
Bangladesh added a further 57 through 
Mehidy Hasan (47) and Yasir Ali (26). — AP

Bangladesh on the brink

FAREWELL SALUTE: Bangladesh fast bowler Ebadot Hossain (right) celebrates the 
dimissal of New Zealand’s Tom Blundell, out leg before wicket, on Day 4 of the first 
test at Bay Oval in Mt Maunganui yesterday. Picture by Marty Melville/Photosport via AP
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