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by Akula Sharma

GISBORNE’S Pasifika 
community members are 
struggling with the devastation of 
the volcanic eruption in Tonga but 
believe the faith and resilience of 
the kingdom’s people will get them 
through.

Connection remains an issue 
for those trying to get word 
from family back home after the 
eruption of Hunga Tonga-Hunga 
Ha’apai volcano and subsequent 
tsunami. 

Gisborne-based Pacific Islanders’ 
Community Trust (PICT) chair 
Pauli Ma’afu QSM was on a 
routine phonecall to family on 
Saturday night when he was cut 
off.

“I kept asking ‘what, what 
. . . where are you?’ But I heard 
nothing back.”

Since then, Mr Ma’afu has not 
been able to contact any members 
of his family in Tonga.

“It is hard because we are feeling 
anxious,” he said. “We want to 
know how they are and whether 
they are safe. 

“For me, being told nothing 
major has happened is not good 
enough. I want to hear from our 
people on the ground in Tonga.”

Mr Ma’afu said from the 
information he received through 
the Pasifika network around New 
Zealand, people were crammed 
into two-to-three bedroom houses 
to seek shelter from the waves and 

volcanic ash.
“We have heard that there are 

some villages where people can go 
to seek shelter but when they go 
to that place, it is full. A lot of our 
people are living on roads and in 
cars.

“Since the tragedy, we have 
been praying every morning 
from Gisborne and all over New 
Zealand for the people of Tonga.

“It’s hard because I have seen 
Tonga, my home as a child. My 
feelings are a bit different from the 
generation born here. I was born 
over there.

“I can’t imagine and see in my 
mind what is happening in Tonga 
— whether they have food and 
water to survive.”

PICT Gisborne operations 
manager Dr ‘Alaimaluloa 
Toetu’u-Tamihere said Tongan 
communities across the country 
were planning to send help as 
soon as they could . . . “whether 
it is money or shipments of 
necessities such as bottled water 
and clothes, as most families have 
lost everything judging from latest 
official reports”. 

“Tongan communities are 
anxiously awaiting word of their 
loved ones who they have not 
heard from.” 

To alleviate stress, a Tongan 
radio station in Australia and 
linked to Auckland was running 
live chain prayers, Dr Toetu’u-
Tamihere said.

“You can call in on-air to share 

your feelings and prayers. 
“This has alleviated some 

anxiety and depression among the 
community worldwide because 
Tongans are a people of faith.

“We rely on that to calm people 
down. The work of that radio 
station was amazing.

“Sitting in the dark not knowing 
how your families are doing while 
the waves were doing damage, I 
think it helped all of us.”

It was estimated it would take 
two to three weeks to establish a 
proper connection with Tonga, Dr 
Toetu’u-Tamihere said

“Tongan people are resilient. 
They have been for centuries.

“This is not our first volcanic 
eruption. We will get through 
this through support and aroha 
from within Tonga and our 
neighbouring nations. 

“I am hopeful we can make 
it through because we all stand 
together as one to support one 
another during this difficult time.  

“We are thankful to all Kiwis 
and the many people from across 
the diaspora for the outpouring of 
aroha (love), words of support and 
solidarity.” 

Mr Ma’afu also received calls 
on Monday from Gisborne 
Mayor Rehette Stoltz and former 
Gisborne Mayor Meng Foon, who 
sent their aroha to the Tongan 
communities.

SEE ALSO STORIES ON
 PAGES 4, 7 AND 13

BEFORE AND AFTER: This combination of the satellite images 
provided by Maxar Technologies shows homes and buildings in 
Tonga on December 29, 2021, above, then on January 18, 2022 
after the eruption of Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai. An ash cloud 
blanketed the nation, raising health and water quality issues.

Anxious wait continues 
for Tongan families in NZ

‘WE WILL GET 
THROUGH THIS’

FAITH, RESILIENCE: Pacific Islanders’ Community Trust Tairāwhiti chair Pauli Ma’afu QSM was talking to family in Tonga the 
night of the volcanic eruption and tsunami. He has not been able to get in contact with them since but says they are a resilent 
people of faith who will “make it through”.    Picture by Paul Rickard
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TOMORROW

•	 Artist	William	Peters	has	been	thinking	about	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi	and	reflecting	

on	our	past.

•	 Oceanspace,	Tairawhiti’s	favourite	cosmic,	psychedelic	surf-rock	group	is	back	on	

the	scene	with	a	new	single	—	Gypsy	With	a	Mortgage	(Live).

•	 Makorori	residents	have	come	together	and	taken	over	Verve	Café	for	a	group	

exhibition	in	celebration	of	their	coastal	enclave.	

by Renae Lolohea

A wAlk up Manutahi Hill in Ruatoria 
was the inspiration behind the light show 
and exhibition Te Ara Patupaiarehe held 
during the Te Tairāwhiti Arts Festival.

Based on the stories of kuia kuini 
Moehau-Reedy, students of Te kura 
kaupapa Māori o Te waiū o Ngāti Porou 
created fairy doors which were displayed 
along the Manutahi Hill walkway.

Sports Gisborne Tairāwhiti community 
connector Rawinia Parata came up with 
the idea when walking with other mothers 
as part of the Titirangi Mt Everest 
Challenge, adapted to allow those on the 
East Coast to use Manutahi Hill instead of 
Titirangi/kaiti Hill.

“I thought it would be an opportunity 
to enhance our natural environment and 
create a space that would be interesting for 
our children,” Parata said.

The exhibition was a collaboration 
between students and teachers of Te kura 
kaupapa Māori o Te waiū o Ngāti Porou, 
Hoea Gallery, Te Tairāwhiti Arts Festival, 
and Ngāti Porou whanui Trust, who own 
the hill.

Te waiū o Ngāti Porou principal Philip 
Heeney said the school was only too 
willing to help bring the stories, songs 
and items students had learned from kuia 
kuini Moehau-Reedy to life through their 
artwork.

“The thing that really interests me is 
people can come up with ideas and go 
through a process where those ideas are 
brought to fruition,” Mrs Heeney said.

Media and visual arts teacher Jual Toroa 
said the brief they received was to create 
fairy doors.

The creative process started with 
students finding inspiration from other 
Maori art forms such as whakairo, ta moko, 
tāniko and tukutuku.

From there, kuini Moehau-Reedy, 
known by students as Nanny Moehau, 
went to the school to do a korero on 
patupaiarehe (fairy-like people from Maori 
mythology).

Once students had their final drawings 
they digitised them using Adobe 
Illustrator. A cut file was made and this 
then went to a laser cutter to create the 
artwork.

Student Tamera Cross-Teraa said her 
favourite part was seeing all the end 
products, while fellow student Ariki Beach 
enjoyed learning how to use Illustrator.

For event organiser Parata, her ultimate 
aspiration of being able to host a well 
attended, high calibre arts festival in 
Ruatoria came to fruition, with over 600 
people attending in sessions over the night.

“My ultimate aspiration for this project 
would be that our people feel worthy of 
the investment,” she said.

“Our isolation isn’t always a barrier.”

Opening fairy doors 
to Coast creativity

FINAL PRODUCTS: Media and visual arts teacher Jual Toroa and student Ariki Beach 
(right) admire the finished art piece of Tamera Cross-Teraa.  Pictures supplied

FAIRy DOORS: Students of Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Waiū o Ngāti Porou made “fairy 
doors” that were displayed along the pathway of Manutahi Hill, Ruatoria, as part of the 
Te Ara Patupaiarehe exhibition.

MARAE GUARDIAN: 
Ariki Beach’s fairy door 
represents the guardian 
of her Marae, Te Aowera.
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by Akula Sharma

A womAn is recovering in 
hospital from leg injuries suffered when 
hit by a mobility scooter in Gisborne’s 
central business district last week.

Lynette Fitzgerald, 78, sustained 
the injuries while waiting to cross the 
road at the Grey Street/Gladstone 
intersection.

ms Fitzgerald said a woman on a 
scooter ran straight into the back of her 
leg. She suffered abrasions, bleeding 
and loss of skin. 

She had stopped for a car 
approaching from Grey Street.

“The lady on the mobility scooter 
just went straight ahead into the back 
of my leg without warning.

“I looked up and said, ‘oh my God’. 
She replied with ‘sorry’ and drove off 
without taking any note of my injury or 
waiting to call the ambulance for me.”

ms Fitzgerald managed to get to the 
entrance of nearby store michael Hill 
Gisborne. Staff administered first aid 
and called for an ambulance.

She was taken to Gisborne Hospital 
for treatment before being allowed to 
go home. However, she has since been 
readmitted to hospital following an 
infection to the wound.

Before that, ms Fitzgerald had gone 
to Citizens’ Advice Bureau to find 
out what her next steps should be in 
relation to the person who hit her.

She was advised to go to the police, 
which she did, and filed a complaint on 
Friday ( January 14). 

“I asked the constable to talk to her 
(the mobile scooter rider) and inform 
her that it was not oK.

“All I wanted was for her to call me, 
apologise or even follow up on my 
wellbeing.”

Police informed ms Fitzgerald a 
community constable would visit and 

talk to the person who hit her.
ms Fitzgerald told The Herald 

before being readmitted to hospital 
that her routine had been severely 
disrupted. 

She wasn’t able to go to yoga classes 
or do gardening without her leg 
hurting.

“The injuries will take more than 
two months to recover properly given 
my age,” she said.

“And each time I go to the doctor 
it is costing me $18 even though the 
injury comes under ACC.”

Injured in CBD mobile scooter incident
recovering  
at home: Lynne 
Fitzgerald was 
hit by a mobility 
scooter in the city 
centre on January 
11. The woman 
who was riding it 
said “sorry”, then 
drove away. Ms 
Fitzgerald suffered 
leg injuries and 
was taken to 
Gisborne Hospital 
by ambulance 
after being helped 
by staff from a 
nearby store. “All 
I wanted was for 
her to call me, 
apologise or even 
follow up on my 
wellbeing,” Ms 
Fitzgerald said. 

Picture by  
Paul Rickard

The law regarding the use 
of mobility scooters says 
an operator does not need a 
licence and the scooter does 
not require a warrant of fitness 
or registration. 

however, the scooter user 
must do the following —

• Ride in a careful and 
considerate way. 

• Ride on the footpath 
whenever possible. If there’s no 
footpath, keep close to the side 

of the road.
• Travel on the footpath at 

a speed that is safe for other 
people.

• Not ride (or let anyone else 
ride) in a way that could cause 
injury to the rider or others.

• Not let anyone else stand 
or sit on your scooter while it 
is in use.

• If involved in a crash, stop 
to see if anyone is hurt and 
help them if they are injured. 

The incident should be reported 
to police within 24 hours. 

• A scooter should not be 
ridden if a rider is affected 
by alcohol, drugs or any 
medication. 

If medication is being taken, 
the rider must talk with their 
doctor or pharmacist about how 
their driving may be affected. 

More information on this is 
available at www.nzta.govt.nz/
medication

by Murray Robertson

SLEEPING residents came within 
minutes of being overcome by 
smoke after a pot overheated on a 
stove in a Huxley Road house early 
this morning.

Fire and Emergency NZ were 
alerted by a neighbour to the Kaiti 
address at around 1.45am.

“The neighbour heard smoke 
alarms inside the house going off 
and immediately called 111,” a 
senior firefighter said.

“We could smell smoke when we 
arrived.”

The firefighters could not rouse 
the people in the house and gained 
access  through a window.

“We found the two occupants of 
the home still sleeping so we woke 
them up and got them outside.”

The fire crew found the smoke 
build-up had come from the 
kitchen.

“A pot of rice had been left 
cooking on the stove and had 
overheated,” the senior firefighter 
said.

“I would say the two residents 
were maybe five minutes away 
from being overcome by the 
smoke.

“They were lucky the neighbour 
heard the smoke alarms going off.

“As it was, they were OK and 
had not suffered any smoke 
inhalation effects.”

The pot of rice was taken 
outside and the fire crew ventilated 
the house to remove the smoke 
build-up.

“It was good the home had 
working smoke alarms. Otherwise 
the outcome could have been 
different.

“Thanks to the quick actions of 
the alert neighbour,” the firefighter 
said.

■ Fire and Emergency NZ 
sent crews to Argyll Street in 
Mangapapa at around 3.30pm 
yesterday after a power pole 
caught fire.

The power cable insulation 
was alight and burning,” a senior 
firefighter said.

“Once the power had been 
isolated we used dry powder to put 
the fire out.”

Eastland Network said this 
morning it was a high voltage 
cable that caught fire, and it 
affected about 30 customers in the 
hospital hill area.

“From the time the issue was 
reported, it took just 40 minutes 
for the team to isolate the fault and 
restore power with the installation 
of a generator,” a Network 
spokeswoman said.

“There will be a very brief outage 
this afternoon while the generator 
is removed and the repairs are 
safely completed.”

Woken by firefighters 
as smoke filled 
Huxley Road house

by Murray Robertson

ALmoST all of the Tairāwhiti 
region’s police have been 
fully vaccinated and the area 
commander does not foresee 
any problems with the broader 
mandatory policy that will apply 
across the board from early march.   

new Zealand Police will be 
implementing a mandatory 
vaccination policy for all 
employees, contractors, volunteers, 
suppliers, new employees and 
visitors who work or enter police 
sites.

Everyone covered by the new 
policy will be required to have had 
their first Covid-19 vaccination by 
February 11 and to have had their 
second by march 11.

Anyone visiting a police station 
or police site to access essential 
police services, like front counter 
services, will be exempt from the 
policy.

The exemption also applies 
to people brought to a station 
in relation to enforcement and 
operational activities — like 
victims and witnesses — and 
people held in police custody 
suites will also be exempt.

“Vaccination rates across new 
Zealand Police are already high, 
with 96 percent of all staff having 

received at least one dose and 94 
percent having had two doses,” 
Deputy Police Commissioner 
Tania Kura said.

“The majority of police staff 
are already covered by the Police 
Vaccination order, which came 
into effect on January 17 and 
applies to constabulary staff, 
authorised officers and recruits.

“Police are committed to 
ensuring that our staff and 
the people we engage with are 
safe and vaccination is the best 
defence against Covid-19 and its 
variations.”

To date, 99 percent of 
Tairāwhiti police staff in 
Gisborne, wairoa and up the East 
Coast have been fully vaccinated 
— around 220 people.  

“we have another four waiting 
for their second jab and we are 
working with the very small 
number of other unvaccinated 
staff members,” area commander 
Inspector Sam Aberahama said.

“I’m really pleased that almost 
all of our people are now double-
vaxxed.

“As for the wider mandatory 
process just announced, there will 
be a process put in place around 
that so we can check the vax 
status of people coming on site at 
the police stations.

“we will also be communicating 
with those who supply services to 
us, both business and volunteer 
services,” Insp Aberahama said.

“we will be communicating our 
expectations to them and working 
with them through a process that 
will be put in place.”

Dep Com Kura said frontline 
police worked in close proximity 
with police employees.

“This mandatory policy will 
provide safety for our employees 
while reinforcing the safety of 
our frontline staff and of our 
communities.”

The new policy was approved 
by the police executive leadership 
team this week and follows a 
consultation period with staff 
in December and after feedback 
from the police association and 
the Police managers’ Guild, she 
said.

“we are committed to 
delivering the policing service 
that new Zealanders expect and 
deserve and to achieve this we 
need our staff to be vaccinated and 
protected against Covid-19.

“Ahead of the February 
11 deadline we will be 
communicating with those 
affected and encouraging those 
who are yet to be vaccinated to get 
their first dose.” 

COPS VAXXED
Two doses for 99 percent of Tairawhiti staff -
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by Akula Sharma

THE closing date is approaching for an 
iwi-led scholarship programme offering 
Tairāwhiti iwi members $80,000 in study 
grants.

The Maru Whakatipua scholarship 
programme is a joint initiative of Tairāwhiti 
Iwi, the Māori Educational Relationships 
Fund and the Ministry of Education 
Scholarship and Awards team. 

Maru Whakatipua is a collective of 
Toitu Tairāwhiti Iwi ( Ngāti Porou, 
Rongowhakaata, Te Aitanga a Mahaki, and 
Ngai Tāmanuhiri) and Te Aitanga a Hauiti.

The aim of the programme is to grow the 
supply of Māori-medium teachers across 
Tairāwhiti and to maintain iwi-oriented,  
quality and grounded Māori-medium 
education delivery within the rohe (region). 

“The Maru Whakatipua Scholarships 
programme is one of a suite of initiatives 
that Toitu Tairāwhiti is implementing to 
support and grow Maori education delivery 
within Tairawhiti and to improve Maori 
student achievement and success,” project 
lead Amohaere Houkamau said.

Scholarship administrator Te Riu 
Raihania said she had been heartened by 
the level of interest so far.

“I encourage iwi members to apply.”

Seventeen grants and awards, valued at 
$80,000 in total, are available in the 2022 
programme.

Five $10,000 teacher training scholarships 
are available to iwi members enrolled in an 
undergraduate teacher training course.

Ten $2000 study grants are available to 
iwi members who are MME Kaiako (Māori 
medium education teacher) employed 
within Te Tairāwhiti and enrolled in further 
education study programmes.

Two $5000 professional leadership grants 
are available to current MME kaiako 
employed within Te Tairāwhiti who are 
enrolled in postgraduate study programmes.

To be eligible for the grants, a person 

needs to be a member of one of the 
Tairāwhiti iwi, residing in New Zealand 
and enrolled at a New Zealand tertiary 
institution for 2022.

Iwi will give preference to applicants 
who have achieved strong academic results 
to date; and/or are contending with extra-
ordinary financial hardship; and/or have a 
history of involvement with affiliated hapū/
iwi and/or intentions of future contribution 
to Tairāwhiti.

Interested applicants can email, 
maruwhakatipua.tairawhiti@gmail.com for 
more information. 

Applications close on January 31.

Iwi study scholarships worth $80,000

Space company Rocket Lab has announced the 
date for its first Mahia-based launch for 2022.

Called “Without Mission A Beat”, it is a dedicated 
mission for BlackSky through global launch services 
provider Spaceflight Inc. and will deploy a pair of 
Gen-2 Earth-imaging satellites to a precise location 
in low Earth orbit for BlackSky’s growing satellite 
constellation.  

Rocket Lab’s Electron launch vehicle is scheduled 

to launch the mission from Rocket Lab’s Mahia site 
during a window that opens on February 4.

The launch will be the fifth and sixth satellites 
delivered to space for BlackSky by Rocket Lab in the 
past three months and Rocket Lab’s 24th Electron 
launch.

 Rocket Lab will not be attempting to recover 
Electron for this mission.  

Chief executive Peter Beck said while the next 

mission was due to be the final launch in a series of 
back-to-back missions for the company as part of a 
multi-launch deal actioned last year, Spaceflight had 
since commissioned an additional sixth launch for 
BlackSky on Electron to take place in 2022. 

“This next mission is part of the largest number of 
satellites BlackSky have committed in a single deal to 
a launch provider, and we’re proud to be their trusted 
partner to help grow their constellation. “

Rocket Lab sets date for first launch of the year

GISboRNE Mayor Rehette Stoltz 
is urging Tairawhiti to rally behind 
the region’s Pacific community “deeply 
affected” by Saturday’s huge volcanic 
eruption and tsunami in Tonga.

Mayor Stoltz is calling on the 
community to support Tonga’s recovery by 
donating to the Red Cross.

“The Tongan community in Tairāwhiti 
has been deeply affected by the event and 
we must do whatever we can to help in this 
time of need,” said Mayor Stoltz.

“With internet and phone still down, our 
people are still trying to contact loved ones 
in Tonga to make sure they are safe.

“our thoughts and prayers right now 
are with the Tongan people, who are such 
an important part of who we are here in 
Tairāwhiti.

“I’m asking our whole community to give 
whatever they can by donating to the Red 
Cross Pacific Tsunami Appeal,” she said. 

“Latest reports say that people in Tonga 

are in need of immediate assistance with 
fresh drinking water and food.

“As a community, we send our thoughts 
and prayers to everyone in Tonga. To our 
Gisborne Tongan community — know that 
we are standing right beside you in these 
extremely stressful times and that we are 
here to support you.

“our Gisborne Tongan community 
is strong but they are hurting. Families 
cannot reach loved ones in Tonga to check 
on their welfare. I have spoken to our local 
Tongan leaders and they are humbled by 
the outpouring of support and aroha.

“our GDC team have been working 
behind the scenes to set up a Disaster 
Relief Fund and all donations will be 
passed on to support relief efforts in Tonga. 
Details will be in the paper, on Facebook 
and on our GDC website.”

So far, reports say three people have been 
confirmed dead following the eruption 
at Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha’pai and 

subsequent tsunami.
Yesterday. Foreign Affairs Minister 

Nanaia Mahuta said following the 
successful surveillance and reconnaissance 
flight of a New Zealand P-3K2 orion on 
Monday, imagery and details had been 
sent to relevant authorities in Tonga, to aid 
in decisions about what support is most 
needed.

“However, images show ashfall on the 
Nuku’alofa airport runway that must be 
cleared before a C-130 Hercules flight 
with humanitarian assistance can land,” she 
said.

Two Royal New Zealand Navy ships are 
also on the way to Tonga to provide further 
relief.

The New Zealand Government has 
also allocated a further $500,000 in 
humanitarian assistance, taking the 
country’s initial funding total to $1 million.

Donations can be made through Red 
Cross here https://tinyurl.com/2s3pj93h 

Mayor’s call to 
support appeal

IN NEED: This photograph taken from the RNZAF P-3K2 Orion aircraft that 
flew over an area of Tonga shows the ash-covered landscape that is much of 
the country now, after Saturday’s massive underwater eruption of  Hunga-
Tonga-Hunga-Ha’apai volcano. Left, navy personnel aboard the Orion monitor 
the scenes unfolding beneath the aircraft.  Pictures supplied

HAISMAN, Juliet
Anne. — Passed away
surrounded by family,
on 16 January 2022, at
St Kilda Resthome
Cambridge. Cherished
wife of Jim for 58
years. Adored mother
of Virginia and
Penelope. Special
grandmother of Brooke,
Mack and Gus.
   A service for Juliet
will be held at
Morrinsville Rugby and
Sports Club on
Monday, 24 January at
11am, followed by
private cremation.
Vaccination passports
are required to attend.
All communications to
the Haisman family, C/-
PO Box 5523, Frank-
ton, Hamilton, 3242.

SCRAGG, Gary
Mervyn. — Passed
away 14 January 2022.
Beloved husband of
Fern. Father of Steve
and Shelley, Debbie and
Marty. Granddad to
Brendan, Cameron,
Lachlan, and Aimee.
   A graveside service
to be held at a later
date.

PATRICK THOMAS
LANE

Carolyn and the Lane
family would like to
sincerely thank all of
Patrick’s friends for
their love, kindness,
visits, calls and support
during his illness and
over this difficult time.
Special thanks to his
Coffee Mates (the
Uncles) for always
being there for him.
Also special thanks to
the staff from Hospice
and Te Wiremu House
for the care, support and
compassion you gave to
Patrick and us as a
family.
Thank you to Evans
Funeral Services and
Father Richard.

"With tearful eyes
we saw you pass away,
and although we loved

you dearly we could
not make you stay."

TAMATEA, Patricia
(Pat) Pikirangi

10.11.1937 - 19.1.04
Roses are red,

Violets are blue.
We are always

thinking of you.
18 years today since

you left us Mum,
Miss and Love you
heaps. "Pai Marire"
"YOU’RE ONE IN

A MILLION."
Mack, Te Rairi,

Andrea, Polly, Eddie,
Ben and Elaine, nga
mokopuna me nga
mokopuna tuarua

Deaths

Deaths

In Memoriam

Bereavements

Deaths

FAMILY NOTICES

Monumental

Masons

WILSON, Janey
Isabella. – Passed 
away peacefully, on 
17th January, 2022, at 
the HB Fallen Soldiers’ 
Memorial Hospital, 
Hastings. Aged 88 
years. Much-loved wife 
of Boyd (dec). Beloved 
mother of Karen (Sunny) 
and Andy Bush; David, 
and Tina. Adored Gran 
Gran of Sam, Charlie 
(and Sophie), and Sarah 
Bush. Cherished sister 
and aunt of the McLeod 
and Smythe families.
        A vaccinated funeral 
service to celebrate 
Janey’s life will be 
held on Friday 21st 
January 2022, at 1pm 
at St. Columba’s 
Presbyterian Church, 
Napier Road, Havelock 
North, followed by 
her interment at the 
Havelock North 
Cemetery.  
All messages to the 
Wilson Family, C/- 
Dunstall’s Funeral 
Services, PO Box 1055, 
Napier 4140. 

Dunstall’s Funeral 
Services

Napier FDANZ
Ph 06 835 7196 STONEHAVEN

for

Funerals
and

Memorials

601 Nelson Road

Ph 867 1 800

‘ Our Gisborne 
Tongan 
community is 
strong but they 
are hurting. ’  —Rehette Stoltz
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BLISTERING 
BaRNacLES: Keen 
photographer and GDC scientist 
Dr Murry Cave found this 
unique species of shellfish last 
weekend at Wainui Beach.  NIWA 
aquaculture and biotechnology 
chief scientist Andrew 
Forsythe says, “The species of 
shellfish you have found are 
most probably the Pelagic 
Gooseneck Barnacle (Lepas 
anatifera).” These species can 
be found in clusters in warmer 
seas in tropical and subtropical 
regions on flotsam (any 
wreckage/debris) that has been 
at sea for some time — ranging 
from plastic crates to driftwood 
to pumice. They’re said to cling 
to rocks in places that have a 
strong crashing surf. In Spain 
and Portugal they’re considered 
a rare and wonderful delicacy, 
thanks to their sweet flesh, 
which tastes a bit like a cross 
between lobster and clam. 
  
Picture by Murry Cave

The following people appeared in 
Gisborne District Court for sentencing 
by Judge Turitea Bolstad .

A MAN who pleaded guilty 
to careless driving and unlawful 
possession of a pistol had turned 
his life around, the court was told. 
He had been subject to strict bail 
conditions, had made positive 
progress, and his life was more stable 
than it had been at the time of his 
offending.

Dylan Bruce Webster, appearing via 
AV link from Auckland, was sentenced 
to nine months supervision and 
ordered to pay $2500 in reparation 
to the owner of a vehicle he had 
damaged. 

Judge Turitea Bolstad declined to 
impose community work, as some 
time had passed since the offending 
and Webster had committed no 
further offences. He was in full-time 
employment as a painter and had 
saved $2000 towards reparation. It 
was acknowledged that the damage 
to the vehicle he had caused was 
not covered by insurance, leaving the 
owner $2500 out of pocket.

Since the offending, Webster’s 
case had undergone a number of 
adjournments due to Covid-19, and 
he had made considerable efforts to 
change his personal circumstances. 
That included taking responsibility for 
his offending and undergoing a driving 
course.

 “I really don’t want to interrupt 
in terms of that good progress he’s 
making,” the judge said.

Webster was ordered to make 
weekly payments to cover the 
remaining $500 of reparation. 

Part of Webster’s supervision 
conditions were that he attend 
counselling or other programmes as 
directed by his probation officer, and 
also to attend budgeting advice, as 
directed by his probation officer. 

The prosecution sought an order for 
the firearm to be destroyed.

TARI Ao Stevenson, 26, appeared 
for sentence on a number of charges. 

His counsel, Leighvi Maynard, said 
the offending had mostly occurred 
at a time when he was living a life 
he described as “all over the place”, 
drinking alcohol, and underpinned by 
a level of maturity he could not cope 
with.

Judge Bolstead adjourned the case 
to March 2 to give Stevenson an 
opportunity to undertake an alcohol 
rehabilitation programme.

A young man from the East Coast 
should have had a firearms licence 
when firearms were found unsecured 
— and one loaded — in the rear of 
his vehicle. He had recently had a 
disagreement with his partner, but his 
counsel Jackie Van Schalkwyk, said 
when the disagreement occurred he 
“did the right thing and he left”. 

Caleb Tukotahi Rurehe Pouwhere 
pleaded guilty to two charges of 
possessing firearms without a licence. 
He was ordered to come up for 
sentence if called upon within 12 
months, meaning he has to remain 
offence-free for 12 months before his 
firearms licence application can be 
received.

Police told the court Pouwhere 
applied for a licence in 2020, but 
because of the assault charge he had 
faced in 2018 they had put its status 
on hold. Their question was whether 
he was a fit and proper person to 
hold a firearms licence. 

“He has no history of firearms 
incidents, he is still a very young 
man, he’s grown up in a hunting 
environment, and he is in a long-term 
relationship,” Ms Van Schalkwyk said. 

 Pouwhere had been out hunting 
earlier in the day with his father-in-law. 
Police said the offending was low-
level. The judge concurred, and said 
he had not been driving erratically. 

Ms Van Schalkwyk  said her client 
accepted the firearm was loaded, but 
it was not intentional and he had now 
completed a course in firearm safety. 

“Clearly hunting is a thing, it’s what 
happens up there. He should have 
obtained a firearms licence but he 
didn’t.”

GISBORNE DISTRICT COURT

DRUGS and alcohol were the root cause 
of a man’s extensive list of offences. But his 
mother, who appeared in Gisborne District 
Court to support him, said she would be 
“hard on his case” to make sure he stayed  
on the right track and got his life back in 
order.  

Edward Heemi Rare appeared in Gisborne 
District Court on 15 charges, including 
breaching bail, assault, possessing drugs and 
drug utensils, driving while disqualified and 
four cases of driving while impaired by drugs. 
The offending had occurred over an eight-
month period in late 2019 and early 2020. 
His vehicle had been impounded when he 
was found driving while disqualified and 
police said it was up for confiscation. 

Judge Turitea Bolstad imposed a sentence 
on Rare of home detention for seven-and-
a-half months for all charges, with post-
detention conditions for him to attend drug 
and alcohol counselling. He was disqualified 
from driving. 

Rare’s counsel Bree Munro told the court 
his family situation was the best it had ever 
been, and he had been getting assistance 

from a drug and alcohol counsellor.
He had, however committed some 

offences while subject to bail and intensive 
supervision. Police agreed that the fourth 
driving while disqualified charge was the lead 
offence.

Judge Bolstad arrived at Rare’s sentence 
through a process of uplifts for the number 
of offences, and discounts for his early guilty 
plea, that showed he had taken responsibility 
for his offending, was open to attending a 
rehabilitation facility, had since refrained 
from using drugs and was now in full 
employment. 

Rare had written a letter of apology, 
tendered to the judge before his sentencing. 

“The letter is heartfelt and I am hopeful it 
is something you can achieve,” she said.

“With the support of your mum I am sure 
you will be able to do that Mr Rare. That’s 
heartfelt stuff and I honestly hope that it is 
for you. 

“That’s the attitude you need to make 
those changes and nobody can do it but you. 
You have to walk that path. Hold on to the 
strength that was needed to get this far.”

Accused ready 
‘to stay on  
the right track’

A RESCUE chopper from the Waikato was  
called in Monday afternoon to get help to an  
injured log truck driver in a forest area west of 
Matawai.

The Rescue Coordination Centre was alerted to 
an emergency locator beacon activation at around 
4pm that day.

Waikato Westpac Rescue Helicopter responded 
due to the Trust Tairawhiti Rescue helicopter being 
unable to fly because of weather conditions.

“A man had sustained rib and hip injuries 
following the logging accident,” a spokesman for 
the Waikato chopper service said.

“The onboard crew winched the patient from his 
location and he was flown to Waikato Hospital for 
further treatment.

“He was in a stable condition.
“It was a pretty challenging rescue with the wind 

on top of the valley and the height we had to be to 
conduct the rescue safely.”

Waikato chopper responds to 
‘challenging’ Matawai rescue
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COMMENT by Claire Trevett, NZ Herald 

PRIME Minister Jacinda Ardern kicked off 
her year getting a booster shot on Monday and 
tomorrow she will set out the first big Covid-19 
decisions of 2022 at Labour’s caucus retreat.

She will arrive at the caucus retreat today after 
a month away with a sense of relief that New 
Zealanders did, by and large, manage to have at 
least a month of the summer she had promised.

Omicron is knocking on the door, and there are 
five big issues on the PM’s plate as she faces a 
year of trying to work out how the country can 
live with Covid-19 without being overwhelmed 
by it.

The most pressing short-term issue is what to 
do about Omicron.

Longer-term questions relate to the 
international borders and the future of vaccine 
mandates and passes.

The first decisions will be decided by Cabinet 
this afternoon and announced tomorrow.

They will include any changes to the current 
settings of the traffic light system, including 
whether Northland will move from red to orange.

But the focus will be on what extra measures 
and restrictions the Government is set on to 
contend with Omicron’s spread.

1. Omicron: 

Does the traffic light system need to be 
boosted, and can the boosters stay ahead 
of Omicron?

Yes, according to many experts and 
director general of health Dr Ashley 
Bloomfield.

The Government will not want to look 
like it has been caught short again after 
Delta put Auckland into a three-month 
lockdown last August.

There are multiple cases of Omicron at 
the border now — and efforts to keep it 
out of the community are buying time to 
prepare for it and get boosters into arms 
and children vaccinated, rather than out 
of a hope of keeping it out forever.

Ardern said it was a matter of when, 
not if, Omicron started to circulate in the 
community.

But the longer that is, the better.
The difference between Delta and 

Omicron is that we are now highly 
vaccinated — but the boosters are now 
critical.

The Government will also need to 
ensure it is well placed to buy vaccines 
that are adapted for a new variant.

If the boosters rollout lags too much, it 
may result in harsher restrictions, hence 
the emphasis on it now.

If there is anything good to come 
out of the Delta outbreak, it is that it 
shattered the complacency of people who 
seemed to think we could live Covid-free 
indefinitely. The early take-up of the 
four-month boosters indicates that that 
has sunk in.

Ardern has made it clear she does 
not want to return to alert level-
style lockdowns — they were part of 
elimination while we were unvaccinated.

She said on Monday the traffic light 

system was designed to cater to new 
variants and outbreaks in a highly 
vaccinated population. The aim would 
be slowing the spread rather than 
eliminating the virus.

But Bloomfield will have given advice 
to the Government this week on boosting 
the settings of the traffic lights to cope 
with Omicron.

That could include anything from 
regional boundaries right through to 
simply requiring more mask use, more 
testing, and smaller gathering limits 
at red. The other issue that will be 
confronted will be how cases are cared 
for at home in the event of an outbreak.

2. The return to school

Schools are due to reopen and run 
almost as normal from early February. 
After 2021, the Government will not 
want to change that.

The big question is whether 
Omicron will derail that and force 
the Government to decide whether to 
close schools or revert to restricting 
attendance if Omicron does spread (as 
happens at the red level).

The vaccine is now available for all 
school-aged children — those aged five-
11 started this week — and parents are 
being urged to get in early.

The Government has shown no signs 
of considering allowing only vaccinated 
children to attend school, but child 
vaccination rates may be a factor in 
deciding what other measures are needed 
at schools. Possible ones include wider 
use of masks, or surveillance testing, but 
there are no such plans right now.

The Ministry of Education is still 
working through its Omicron planning — 
including what schools need to do when 
there is a case at a school.

3. What will it take to go to green?

This afternoon, Cabinet will look at the 
current settings under the traffic light 
system, including whether Northland can 
move from red to orange — and whether 
any regions might move to green.

The first is a close call: Northland 
has hit 86 percent fully vaccinated but 
its Maori population is at 78 percent 
(nationwide, 83 percent of Maori are fully 
vaccinated). Then again, the opening of 
Auckland’s borders over summer has not 
seen cases explode.

The prospect of any region going to 
green is a different question. Some 
regions have a strong case for it. Ardern 
has also signalled that once Omicron 
starts spreading in the community, the 
country will go to red. She is averse to 
so-called “yo-yoing” between settings so 
may be inclined to leave things as they 
are for a wait-and-see period on Omicron.

What she could and should do is set 
out more clearly what it would take to 
move to green.

At green, there is almost no 
differentiation between the vaccinated 
and unvaccinated.

That ties in with the longer-term 
issues the PM will have to wrestle with: 
just how permanently she thinks vaccine 
passes (and mandates) will have to be in 
place.

4. Vaccination mandates and passes

Ardern needs to set out at least 
tentative thinking on longer-term issues, 
including whether vaccination mandates 
for workers in many sectors, as well as 
the use of vaccine passes domestically 
are permanent or time-limited.

Little will change in the near future 
because of Omicron.

But the PM will have to address the 
issue of whether a point will come when 
vaccination passes and mandates are no 
longer justifiable or effective.

The Government could look to a date 
or a milestone (a combination of boosters 
and child vaccination rates) at which it 
starts to ease back on mandates in some 
sectors (such as education once children 
are vaccinated) and pass use.

At the moment, all vaccine passes will 
expire before or on June 1, 2022, so the 
Government has to work out what their 
role will be before then.

They are a major part of life at all but 
the green setting.

The short-term question is whether 
(and when) a booster will be required to 
keep a valid vaccination pass.

The longer issue is whether overall 
vaccination rates will ever be considered 
high enough to return to a world that 
does not differentiate between the 
vaccinated and unvaccinated.

It will not be an easy path, but Ardern 
was uneasy about different rights for 
the vaccinated and unvaccinated to start 
with — she will not want them to drag 
on for longer than they are effective or 
meaningful. They have also been the 
source of the most friction in society — 
Ardern now frequently faces protests 
against the mandates in particular.

Vaccine mandates will inevitably 
remain in some workforces: hospital 
and border workers for example. But 
will they still be needed in other sectors 
such as education once children are 
vaccinated?

Businesses may want to be able to 
keep mandates and passes in place. 
Hospitality has always been the first to 
close and the last to reopen in outbreaks 
because of the risk of spread. Catering 
only to the vaccinated reduces their risk 
and therefore their vulnerability.

5. International border and MIQ

The Government has previously felt 
the sting of signalling timeframes for 
easing the borders only to have to back 
down, and there will always be a risk 
that a new variant or an outbreak will 
derail promises made in advance.

The start of this year will see the 
Government weighing up yet again when 
and how it can ease the border.

That must surely include a 
reassessment of the plan to use home 
isolation as a way to reopen the borders 
to more people from the start of this 
year — beginning with returning New 
Zealanders and residents from Australia 
as of Monday this week, from other 
countries as of mid-February, and to all 
vaccinated travellers from April 30 — 
including tourists.

That now seems highly unlikely. MIQ 
is doing all the heavy lifting in keeping 
Omicron out of the community. But once 
Omicron is out and the impact clear, the 
plan could again be revisited.

PM facing five Covid issues

PROTECTED: The boosters are a crucial part of the Omicron defence. PM Jacinda 
Ardern gets hers from staff nurse Karen Charsley.  NZ Herald picture

AUCKLAND — Health authorities are chasing 
up 10 people who have been deemed close 
contacts of the current MIQ Omicron case but 
are yet to be tested — as one of the case’s 
household contacts tested positive for Covid.

The 10 people, from two bus trips taken by 
the Omicron case, would be followed up in 
person, the Ministry of Health said yesterday.

The vast majority — 75 — of the case’s 86 
contacts identified, as of yesterday morning, 
had returned negative test results, to date, 
including all other people who lived with the 
MIQ worker.

The MIQ worker, who was based at 
Auckland’s Stamford Plaza and is fully 
vaccinated, tested positive for Covid-19 last 
week during surveillance testing. It was later 
confirmed they had the Omicron variant.

The two bus trips were among a number of 
locations of interest linked to the Omicron case 
released by health authorities last week. There 
were no exposure events at this stage linked to 
the MIQ worker’s positive household contact, 
the ministry said yesterday, but further case 
interviews were under way.

Health authorities urged anyone who lived 
in Auckland with symptoms, no matter how 
mild, to get a Covid-19 test, even if they were 
vaccinated, and to stay home until they had 
returned a negative test result.

Otago University epidemiologist Professor 
Michael Baker told The New Zealand Herald 
yesterday it appeared the initial case hadn’t 
been very infectious.

“Contact tracing is often like peeling back 
layers of onion — you work your way through 

people with less and less intense exposure, 
until you see a positive,” he said.

“But generally, if the person is highly 
infectious, that inner ring of the onion gives 
you your first indication.”

Baker said as the incubation period for 
Omicron was relatively short — possibly only 
three days — any positive results would have 
been returned quickly.

Yesterday, there were 14 new community 
cases of Covid-19 — seven were in Auckland, 
six in the Lakes DHB region and one case in 
Wellington — and 30 new cases at the border.

Thirty people were in hospital with the virus 
yesterday, including two in ICU. All were in 
hospitals in Auckland, bar one which was in 
Tauranga.

Thousands of five to 11-year-olds turned up 

to get their first dose of the paediatric Covid-19 
vaccine on Monday, the first day the vaccine 
was made available.

In total, 14,367 doses were administered 
at more than 500 sites. Meanwhile, the police 
announced a new mandatory vaccination 
policy yesterday for all employees, contractors, 
volunteers, suppliers, new employees and 
visitors who worked or entered police sites.

Everyone covered by the policy would be 
required to have their first Covid-19 vaccination 
by February 11 and their second by March 11.

However, people accessing a police station 
or site for essential services, those brought into 
a station for services relating to enforcement 
and operation activities, and those in police 
custody were exempt from the policy.  
 — NZ Herald

Officials chase close contacts of positive case
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by John Weekes, NZ Herald

NUKA’ALOFA —  Two Navy ships 
yesterday left New Zealand to meet an 
unknown challenge in Tonga after a 
massive volcanic eruption.

Community leaders are mobilising to 
help, with a pre-season Moana Pasifika 
rugby match expected to raise funds for 
disaster relief.

Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai island 
was largely destroyed by Saturday’s 
underwater eruption.

The extent of the damage across the 
country is still not fully understood, 
Government ministers said yesterday.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade yesterday confirmed two deaths, 
but Fiji-based United Nations co-ordinator 
Jonathan Veitch said there were still 
areas that had not been contacted.

Foreign Affairs Minister Nanaia 
Mahuta said an Air Force Orion had 
captured images of the devastated area, 
and shared these details with Tongan 
authorities.

“However, images show ashfall on the 
Nuku’alofa airport runway that must be 
cleared before a C-130 Hercules flight 
with humanitarian assistance can land,” 
she said.

 “Communication issues caused by the 
eruption have made this disaster response 
particularly challenging,” she said.

“The delays mean we have taken the 
decision for both HMNZS Wellington 
and HMNZS Aotearoa to sail, so they 
can respond quickly if called upon by the 
Tongan Government.”

Defence Minister Peeni Henare said 
water was among the highest priorities for 
Tonga now.

HMNZS Aotearoa can carry 250,000 
litres, and produce 70,000 litres a day 
through a desalination plant, he says.

A C-130 Hercules aircraft is on standby 
to deliver humanitarian aid, including 
collapsible water containers, generators 
and hygiene kits.

Savae Sir Michael Jones said leaders 
from the Tongan community were 
mobilising and working with friends to 
prepare relief.

“We’re part of this big family. We all feel 
the pain of another family member,” he 
said yesterday.

Tongan Advisory Council chair Melino 
Maka approached Jones, in part because 
of the rugby star’s links to shipping 
businesses.

Jones said shippers might be able to 
supply the Navy with containers or help 
get provisions to Tonga.

“We’re all poised to help in any way we 
can.”

Jones said there were many unknowns 
and everybody was waiting for a situation 
report.

But he was confident relief efforts could 
use templates from lessons learned in 
previous catastrophes.

“This isn’t the first time, sadly, that the 
Pacific has been hit.”

Cyclone Gita devastated Tonga in early 
2018 and nine years before that a major 
earthquake and tsunami struck Samoa.

Jones said Kiwis rallied to help their 
neighbours after those tragedies.

“I don’t expect it to be any different with 
the latest natural disaster.”

As chair of the Moana Pasifika Super 
Rugby franchise, Jones said an early 
February pre-season game against the 
Chiefs would raise funds and honour the 

Tongan community.
“I have to allow the Tongan community 

to drive all this and take the lead. We’re 
just here to support in any way we can.”

And as the days go by with little or 
no contact, Maka said help was needed 
now. “We’re just crossing our fingers and 
praying that the casualties are not going 
to be really devastating.” 

Veitch said one of those who had died 
was British national Angela Glover, 
reported by her family to have been killed 
in the tsunami. SHe is thought to have 
died trying to rescue her dogs at the 
animal charity she ran.

The other person who died was a 
Tongan national.

Maka said satellite phones were the 

only way to contact people in Tonga but 
not many people in the country had them.

“It’s frustrating because you’d think the 
Government of Tonga would be sending 
out some official statement.”

Maka hoped local donors could supply 
water, non-perishable food and useful tools 
quickly. 

“These things will assist our community 
to rebuild their lives.”

It was unknown how widely the 
archipelago was affected but Maka said 
based on the size of the eruption, the 
whole country was probably impacted.

He said there were no reported deaths 
in the Ha’apai island group, but the extent 
of damage was still not known.

“It’s just like walking in the dark.”

‘Assist our community to rebuild’
Water critical as Tonga relief effort gears up

AFTERMATH: Images from the RNZAF’s P-3K2 Orion aircraft show the aftermath of 
the volcanic eruption and subsequent tsunami in Tonga.  Picture supplied by NZDF

AUCKLAND — The latest MIQ room release 
has been postponed due to the “unprecedented 
number of Omicron cases”.

In a statement, Head of MIQ Chris Bunny said 
there had been a tenfold increase in positive 
Covid-19 cases at the border compared to 
December. Currently, the seven-day rolling 
average of border cases was 33.

“We appreciate that this will be disappointing 
for many people wanting to come back to 
New Zealand. The Government’s strategy is to 
minimise the risk of Omicron in New Zealand as 
much as possible,” he said.

“There will be room releases in the future for 
people wanting to secure rooms. However, right 
now we cannot proceed as planned.”

Bunny says a room release will be scheduled 
for the future as officials navigate a “range of 
uncertainties and manage significant capacity 
pressures”.

ACT leader David Seymour said the decision 

“will be devastating for Kiwis abroad and it’s time 
for a solution”. 

“We can’t go on like this, families have been 
torn apart and businesses can’t get workers. It’s 
time for some certainty.”

The current time for 
returnees in MIQ is 10 days, 
however, those who test 
positive and close contacts 
must stay longer.

Bunny said, “In addition, 
we are monitoring the number 
of community cases, some of 
whom are required to come into 
MIQ.”

“We are constantly assessing 
the needs of the people coming 
into the MIQ system, which means at times we 
may need to convert managed isolation facilities 
to quarantine facilities. This means a further 
reduction in managed isolation rooms.”

A MIQ room release was previously scheduled 
for two days before Christmas but it was 
postponed until January 6, after the Omicron 
outbreak in many other parts of the world 

prompted the Government 
to scrap its self-isolation 
component for new arrivals.

In the most recent MIQ lottery 
which dropped on January 6, 
11,000 people queued online 
for MIQ spots, but most left 
disappointed. 

None of those who snapped 
up the 1250 rooms were from 
Australia. This lottery was 
the busiest since November, 
as officials grapple with how 

to address the threat of a Covid-19 Omicron 
variant outbreak. It attracted three times as much 
interest as the previous one on December 16.

The self-isolation scheme received criticism 

after the nation’s first community Omicron 
exposure was caused by Rhythm and Alps 
performer DJ Dimension, who failed to correctly 
follow self-isolation rules and visited Auckland’s 
CBD before realising he had tested positive.

Before the Omicron scare, the Government’s 
three-phase plan to reopen the country’s 
international borders was set to begin this 
month. 

The first stage was to allow fully vaccinated 
Kiwis and other eligible travellers to travel from 
Australia and self-isolate at home for seven days 
instead of going through MIQ.

Phase 2 would allow fully vaccinated Kiwis 
and other eligible travellers from all other 
countries to travel to New Zealand with self-
isolation instead of MIQ. It had previously been 
planned to begin on February 13.

The delay, officials say, is to allow more time 
for New Zealanders to receive a booster dose of 
the Covid vaccination.  — NZ Herald

Surging Omicron cases put MIQ room booking on ice

WELLINGTON — One in three eligible MIQ 
workers have not yet had a booster dose, despite 
some being able to since the end of November 
and the evasive variant Omicron knocking on 
NZ’s doorstep.

All eligible MIQ workers must have had 
a booster by the end of January, Covid-19 
Response Minister Chris Hipkins announced in 
December. 

However, over 1000 have yet to.
The Ministry of Business, which runs MIQ, said 

as of January 17, 63 percent of the 3472 active 
MIQ staff had received a booster. 

Those counted in the figures had received 
their second vaccination on or before July 31 last 
year. 

That meant 1284 staff had not had a booster 
despite being eligible and working in the same 
facility as confirmed Omicron cases. 

An MIQ worker at the Stamford Plaza Hotel in 

Auckland tested positive on Friday, having caught 
the Omicron variant from two travellers within the 
hotel.

Data from the UK government showed a 
booster dose provided significantly more 
protection against Omicron than two doses did. 

Te Punaha Matatini Covid-19 modeller Dr Dion 
O’Neale said the data suggested people who had 
two doses had only about 10 percent protection 
against symptomatic infection of the Omicron 
variant six months after vaccination.

However, a booster lifted that protection up to 
around 70 percent.

O’Neale said our MIQ workers were an 
important line of defence keeping Omicron 
out and should have a third dose as soon as 
possible.

About 750,000 New Zealanders have had a 
booster and 82 percent of those vaccinated will 
be eligible by the end of February. — RNZ

More than 1000 eligible MIQ 
workers yet to get booster jab

‘The Government’s 
strategy is to 
minimise the risk 
of Omicron in New 
Zealand as much 
as possible. ’  —Chris Bunny
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WELLINGTON — An advocacy group is urging 
the Government to pump the brakes on new 
Oranga Tamariki legislation over concerns it is a 
rushed patch-up job.

The Oversight of Oranga Tamariki System and 
Children and Young People’s Commission Bill 
passed its first reading on November 16, 2021.

The bill would set up a monitor for Oranga 
Tamariki, replace the children’s commissioner 

with a Children and Young Person’s Commission 
and expand the investigative powers of the 
Ombudsman.

It has been broadly pitched as extra safeguards 
for children living in state care but advocacy 
groups are concerned about the finer details and 
speed at which the legislation is progressing.

It was just last year that the Abuse in Care 
Royal Commission of Inquiry heard from those 
who’d survived state care; torture, violence and 
trauma accounts that numbered too many to 
count. It is with the lens on the past that advocacy 
group for children in care VOYCE Whakaronga Mai 
has considered, and opposes, the “Oversight of 
Oranga Tamariki” legislation.

The organisation’s initial optimism about 
the legislation plummeted when it learned the 
“independent monitor” would sit within the 
Education Review Office.

State care survivor turned-advocate for VOYCE 
Tupua Urlich said the legislation, as currently 
drafted, would provide oversight with less 
independence than currently exists.

“If they were serious about strengthening the 
oversight they would better support what currently 
exists. Independence is so important for me 
because I don’t trust the Government to deliver,” 
Urlich said.

“I’ve always said that we can’t have a service 
provider monitoring themselves and feeding back 
on that — it just lacks any true independence. How 
can we trust them to be honest?”

For many survivors, a key part of being able to 

heal from abuse in state care was knowing it could 
not happen again, and only independent oversight 
could achieve that, Urlich said.

“More than 250,000 children and young people 
were abused at the hands of the state and now 
the state is turning around and saying, ‘Oh, you 
can trust us to prevent that from happening. We’ll 
make sure that we watch over it’. 

“They were watching over it all those years. 
It’s so important that moving forward we have an 
honest, independent monitor watching over that 
space and speaking up when they see things that 
aren’t right.”

Labour, National and the ACT parties voted for 
the bill at first reading, while the Greens and Te 
Paati Maori voted against it.

Green Party children spokesperson Jan Logie 
said while the bill appeared to be good progress at 
first, it lacked independence and would make the 
complaints system harder to access. 

“The problem is that it’s creating a monitoring 
role within a Crown agency which doesn’t give us 
the independence that is needed for that strong 
voice (for children in state care),” Logie said.

“It also takes a function away from the Office 
of the Children’s Commissioner who has really 
been one of the only voices within the wider 
Government system who has consistently 
challenged the Crown on our failure to care 
appropriately for our kids.”

Te Paati Maori wanted legislation that had 
tangata whenua leading the oversight of the 
Oranga Tamariki system to uphold mana 

motuhake, autonomy or self-determination.
Paati co-leader Debbie Ngarewa-Packer said the 

establishment of a Maori Advisory Board under 
the current legislation was “another example” of 
the Crown failing to engage with Maori.

The Children’s Convention Monitoring Group 
has asked the Social Services and Community 
Committee to extend the deadline for public 
submissions. It was given the green light to extend 
the deadline to February 23, 2022 but chose not to 
because the Business Committee had declined to 
give them more time to report back on the bill.

Committee chair Andie Warren-Clark said “an 
extension to the submission deadline with no 
extension to the report time, would have meant 
that the committee would be pushed to produce 
their final report and capture the broad range of 
voices that will contribute”.

VOYCE chief executive Tracie Shipton said the 
Government was rushing changes when it should 
be focused on listening to communities and 
getting any new legislation right.

“Failing young people in care is such an 
indictment on a country. This has happened 
over and over and now is the Government’s 
opportunity,” Shipton said.

“So rather than ask why they’re rushing it, 
I’d ask them to consider the value of slowing 
down and really listening and consulting with 
communities. They’ll get the right answers.”

Public submissions for the Oranga Tamariki 
oversight bill close at midnight January 26, 2022. 
 — RNZ

Concern raised over new Oranga Tamariki legislation

AUCKLAND — Between one and two 
people a week have chosen to have an 
assisted death since euthanasia became 
legal in New Zealand, figures show.

A total of 73 people have applied for the 
Assisted Dying Service in the first two 
months of legalisation and “fewer than 
20” patients have gone ahead with the 
procedure, the Ministry of Health told The 
New Zealand Herald.

That would mean around 100 deaths 
were likely in the first year, a much lower 
number than the 350 deaths initially 
predicted by the ministry.

End of Life Choice Society acting 
national president Ann David said 
this was not surprising, because most 
euthanasia regimes overseas had a slow 
start.

Not everyone knew voluntary 
euthanasia had been legalised in New 
Zealand, or did not know they had to raise 
the issue with their GP (it is illegal for 
doctors to suggest an assisted death), she 
said.

New Zealand’s law was relatively strict, 
in particular the requirement for a patient 
to have a prognosis of six months to live.

“If it’s not cancer you’re not going to get 
an assisted death,” she said. “The criteria 
rules out most neurodegenerative diseases 
and other diseases because doctors simply 
can’t tell . . . or can’t pin it down to six 
months.”

Pro-euthanasia campaigner Maryan 
Street said one of her friends in Nelson 
was among the first to apply for help to 

end his life.
“I didn’t think for a moment that this 

legislation was going to apply so soon to 
a friend of mine,” said the former Labour 
MP.

Diagnosed with a brain tumour, he was 
initially given 12 to 18 months to live. But 
his condition has since deteriorated. “He 
didn’t want to be less than himself,” Street 
said. “And he fits all the criteria.”

Most applications were taking four to 
six weeks between the first assessment 
and the administration of the lethal dose.

John Kleinsman, a bioethicist at 
Catholic organisation The Nathaniel 
Centre, said he was concerned to hear 
that one patient’s application had been 
approved in days.

“It happened so quickly, without time 
to address what might have been deeper, 
underlying concerns — which is what 
palliative care is all about,” he said.

During debate on the law change, 
some opponents argued for a “cooling 
down” period or minimum gap between 
a patient’s application for an assisted 
death and their death. Used in some 
jurisdictions overseas, it was designed 

to stop patients from ending their lives 
impulsively.

The ministry said the End of Life 
Review Committee, which reviews every 
death, had not flagged any concerns to the 
registrar so far. The registrar had received 
“a very small number of complaints” from 
the public, but the ministry said it could 
not provide further details at this stage. 
It could also not provide detail about the 
deaths, including age, medical conditions 
or ethnicity.

To qualify for an assisted death, 
patients must be assessed by two doctors, 
who must get a third opinion from a 
psychiatrist if they have any doubts about 
the patient’s competency. The ministry 
reported that of the 56 people who have 
had two assessments, none had required 
a third review. So far, 130 medical 
professionals have signed up to take part 
in assisted dying in New Zealand.

David said that their assessments could 
be done on the phone or on Zoom, unlike 
in some overseas jurisdictions where 
it was considered aiding and abetting 
suicide. But most doctors wanted to do the 
assessments in person. — NZ Herald

Euthanasia uptake in NZ slow 
Fewer than 20 choose assisted dying but numbers expected to rise
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by Carolyne Meng-Yee, NZ Herald

MASTERTON — A prominent New 
Zealand sportsman stole more than 
$40,000 from his grandfather and 
impersonated him to increase his credit 
limit, putting the elderly man thousands 
of dollars in debt, court documents show.

The sportsman, who last year pleaded 
guilty to charges of accessing a computer 
for a dishonest purpose and driving 
with a suspended licence, is due to 
be sentenced today at the Masterton 
District Court. The New Zealand Herald 
cannot legally name him at this stage.

A court summary of facts released 
to the Herald by a judge revealed 
the sportsman lost money on online 
gambling sites — and stole money from 
his grandfather — to fuel his “secret 
gambling addiction”.

The man had transferred a total of 
$41,400 from his grandfather’s account 
to his own account between March 30 
and April 9, 2021.

That amount consisted of nine 
separate transfers, the largest of which 
was $10,000.

According to the 
summary of facts, 
the sportsman had 
been living with 
his 77-year-old 
grandfather at a rural 
property.

On April 1, 2021, 
the grandfather went 
to check his bank 
account details on his 
iPad and noticed the 
Westpac Banking app had been deleted.

When the 
grandfather asked 
the sportsman if he 
knew anything about 
it the sportsman 
said it must have 
been the younger 
grandchildren who 
had deleted it.

Over the next 
five to 10 days the 
grandfather allegedly 

asked his grandson to reinstall the 

banking app on to his iPad, but each 
time he made excuses about why he 
couldn’t do it.

Nine days later the grandfather 
phoned Westpac to check his account 
balance, only to discover his credit card 
was $29,000 in debt.

Bank inquiries revealed that large 
sums of money had been transferred 
from the grandfather’s credit card 
account to the grandfather’s cheque 
account, and then had been immediately 
transferred to the sportsman’s ASB 

account.
On April 6, the sportsman transferred 

$7500 back into his grandfather’s 
account.

The sportsman also pretended to be 
his grandfather on three occasions to 
convince the bank to increase the credit 
limit or ensure that transactions went 
through.

After the dishonesty was discovered, 
the grandfather approached the 
sportsman about the missing money 
but he never returned his calls or went 
back to his house. According to court 
documents, the sportsman confessed to 
his mother what he did.

The sportsman still owes his 
grandfather $34,000 and reparation is 
being sought. It is unknown whether the 
bank will cover the grandfather’s loss.

The sportsman’s grandmother told 
The Herald she hadn’t heard from her 
grandson since August last year and 
didn’t want to comment.

On August 6, 2021, the sportsman said 
he was driving to work when he was 
stopped by police because his licence was 
suspended.

The sportsman told police he was too 
busy to get a limited licence and claimed 
“police are c***s targeting me. Do you 
get bonuses or something?”

The penalty for driving with a 
suspended or revoked licence is three 
months imprisonment, a $4500 fine, and 
six months disqualification from driving. 
The computer crime charge carries a 
maximum penalty of up to seven years 
in jail.

The sportsman could not be reached 
for comment yesterday.

Star stole $40,000 from grandad to fuel ‘secret gambling addiction’

SHAMEFUL ACT: The sportsman is due to be sentenced today at the Masterton 
District Court. The New Zealand Herald cannot legally name him at this stage.  
 NZME picture

The man had transferred 
a total of $41,400 from his 
grandfather’s account to 
his own account between 
March 30 and April 9, 2021.  

AUCKLAND — More than 160,000 students can 
check their NCEA results from tomorrow morning 
— but for some students there won’t be many 
surprises in store.

Many seniors in Auckland, Waikato and 
Northland already know their marks, thanks to the 
NZ Qualifications Authority applying Unexpected 
Event Grades (UEG) where students were affected 
by the months-long lockdown. That meant they 
could choose to skip external exams and get 
marks based on work done during the year, 
including mock exams — an option taken up by 
many students. But students outside those areas 
will still be waiting nervously to see how they 
fared.

Secondary Principals’ Association president 
Vaughan Couillault said it might be unhelpful to 
compare 2021 results across different regions — 
or even with 2020, when some schools had their 
best-ever results after students got bonus credits.

“Kids in Auckland had a fundamentally 
different learning experience to kids in the South 
Island,” he said. “Maybe (we should) not compare 
apples with oranges, but compare Auckland with 
Auckland — not the rest of the country.”

Mt Roskill Grammar School student Sylvia 
McDougall, 17, is pretty sure she knows what 
her Year 12 results will say when she logs in 
tomorrow. She skipped her external exams for 
Level 3 chemistry and calculus and Level 2 
French, English and biology, as she was “stoked” 

with the grades she had already gained.
Instead she focused on her Scholarship 

exams — English and calculus — which had no 
unexpected event grade option. Those marks 
won’t be out until February 10.

UEGs had been a blessing for locked-down 
kids, she said. Many Mt Roskill students’ UEGs 
were derived from mock exams which started 
straight after lockdown, but those who didn’t do 
well still had a chance to earn the grades they 
needed later. “It wasn’t just for the ones who were 
already excelling or were struggling; everyone got 
this second chance, and our teachers were really 
generous and kind.”

Some people still sat externals for the 
experience, while others took specific exam 
papers to improve their marks. 

“It just gave so much more flexibility and 
freedom to pick where they could focus on and 
where their strengths lay.”

NZQA says its call centre will stay open 
until 8pm tomorrow with extra staff to answer 
questions. Students can contact the centre by 
emailing helpdesk@nzqa.govt.nz, calling 0800 697 
296, or through the website’s chat function.

Students who don’t get the results they were 
hoping for can find out what options and support 
are available through the Student Exam Hub. 
Marked papers will be available online from 
January 25 so students can request reviews.  
 — NZ Herald

NCEA plays out after lockdown

NO SURPRISES 
IN STORE: Mt 
Roskill Grammar 
School student 
Sylvia McDougall, 
17, knows exactly 
what she’ll see 
when she checks 
her NCEA results 
on Thursday.  
 NZ Herald picture

Sportsman’s theft shame
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by Samantha Gee, RNZ

KAIKOURA — Members of the 
Kaikoura community are concerned its 
paua fishery is being stripped by the 
huge demand from the public.

The fishery reopened in December for 
a three-month period for the first time 
since the earthquake devastated seabeds 
along its coastline five years ago.

Residents have reported days where 
there are hundreds of vehicles parked up 
along State Highway 1 near Kaikoura, 
with large groups of people in the water, 
gathering paua.

Te Korowai 
O Te Tai O 
Marokura, a group 
that advocates 
for the use and 
protection of the 
region’s marine 
environment, 
called an 
emergency meeting 
early in the new 
year after concerns 
were raised by the 
community about 
the sheer numbers 
of people gathering 
the shellfish.

Chair Rachel Vaughan said while it 
was great to see many people enjoying 
the fishery, the large groups that 
descended on the area meant on some 
parts of the coast, paua were at risk of 
being wiped out.

Post-quake, people no longer needed 
to dive for paua and the fishery could be 
accessed by anyone who could wade into 
the water

“While we haven’t got any hard and 
fast data on how much has been taken 
out, it’s obvious to see there are some 
areas that have been completely stripped 
of paua.

“When looking at sustainability of the 
fishery, Fisheries NZ allocated a total 
allowable catch of 5 tonne that can be 
removed under recreational fishing. 

“With a daily bag limit of five paua 
that is about 5000 daily bag limits, she 
said.

There were indications that there had 

been many days with over 1000 bag 
limits taken.

“The challenge is that there is no real 
time data to capture how much biomass 
has been removed from the fishery.”

Niwa is currently undertaking a 
survey but the data would not be 
available until after the season had 
finished at the end of February.

While people were generally sticking to 
the limits, the large numbers gathering 
and the easy access to paua, which could 
be found in very shallow water, meant 
the fishery was vulnerable.

Vaughan said 
while the group 
would support an 
early closure of 
the three-month 
season, it would 
impact the whole 
community and 
there was not 
enough time for 
full consultation 
before the 
scheduled closure 
at the end of 
February.

Without data to 
show how much 
paua had been 

removed, it was difficult to change the 
regulations mid-season.

But the group was advocating for the 
daily catch limit to be reduced from five 
paua per person, to two.

“Be respectful of our coastline, don’t 
strip areas, because the fishery is still 
very vulnerable and the message really 
is if we want the fishery available for 
future generations, we need to just 
gather for a feed, not for the freezer.”

Vaughan said the group was keen 
to undertake strategic community 
consultation with Te Runanga o 
Kaikoura and the Kaikoura Boating Club 
to provide a clear plan to the government 
to ensure long-term sustainability of the 
fishery.

MPI fisheries compliance regional 
manager Howard Reid said the season 
had been incredibly busy, with people 
travelling from the North Island to 
the deep south in order to collect the 

shellfish.
Most people were sticking to the rules, 

but officers were starting to see more 
undersized paua among people’s catch.

In December, a single diver was 
caught with 249 paua in suitcases 
and in January, the case is still under 
investigation.

“There’s certainly been cars parked in 
every single available space along the 
coast this summer, particularly since 
Christmas. It’s just been very busy. 
There’s been some large groups of people 
travelling long ways to have a go at the 
paua.”

DoC senior marine biodiversity ranger 
in Kaikoura Dr Jody Weir says since the 
paua fishery re-opened, there had been 
a huge increase in poaching from the 
nearby Hikurangi Marine Reserve.

Many of the paua displaced in the 
Kaikoura earthquake were moved 
into the reserve, which had become 
a stronghold for the region’s marine 
biodiversity.

“What we found is that many people 
are looking for a place to pull over along 
the coast to get their paua. They see the 
pull-over in front of the marine reserve, 
apparently don’t notice all of the signage 
and think it’s a great place to pull over 

and walk in and find great paua.”
While most people were doing the 

right thing, DoC had to increase staffing 
in the region over Christmas to patrol 
the marine reserve.

“Because this area has been so 
protected if it were to be damaged 
considerably, which is what our fear is, 
then we would lose that.

“We would lose our nice, big spawners 
that are in the nearshore, at least, and 
we could lose that integrity of what it 
means to have an area that we just leave 
alone and we don’t take from.”

Te Runanga o Kaikoura kaihautu 
Chevelli Allen said a lot of work was 
done in order to reopen the fishery and 
it was always going to be the case that 
some people took more than they needed.

He said, future decisions on the paua 
fishery at Kaikoura ultimately came 
down to the people and how they treated 
the resource.

Allen said if the environment had been 
pillaged, as was being talked about in 
the community, it would become clear in 
the monitoring data.

The marine environment was 
extensively surveyed before the season 
opened and will be assessed again after 
the season ends in February.

‘Be respectful of our coastline’ 

by Sophie Trigger, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — Drownings killed as 
many people in New Zealand last year as 
in 2020, despite a four-month lockdown, 
and remain the country’s leading cause 
of recreational death.

The 2021 Drowning Report released 
by Water Safety New Zealand (WSNZ) 
yesterday has the preventable drowning 
toll at 74 — the same as in the previous 
year. With 12 deaths, Wellington recorded 
the highest number of drowning fatalities 
since 1998.

Water Safety New Zealand chief 
executive Daniel Gerrard said 2021 had 
been on track to be a lower-than-average 
year, but December had recorded 20 
drownings — the most in 25 years.

“Every preventable death is 
devastating to a family/whanau and the 
community,” he said.

“Despite much of the country being in 
lockdown for a lengthy period again last 
year, drowning contributed to 74 fatalities.

“Our drowning toll is something 
every New Zealander should see as a 
national disgrace and one we all have a 
responsibility to address. We all need to 
make better decisions around water.”

The findings show Maori and men 

are over-represented in the statistics: 84 
percent of the drowning victims are male.

Twenty-three of the fatalities (31 
percent) were Maori, despite comprising 
only 16.5 percent of the population.

Most significantly, 96 percent of Maori 
deaths and 100 percent of Pacifica 
drowning deaths were men.

Over the Christmas and New Year 
period, 14 people lost their lives in New 
Zealand waterways — the deadliest 
holiday period for drownings in nearly 25 
years.

The drowning toll of 74 is down on the 
five-year average of 80, but is the leading 
cause of recreational death and third-
highest cause of accidental death in New 
Zealand.

The report shows Auckland, Waikato 
and Wellington had 12 drowning 

fatalities each. Deaths in the capital most 
commonly happened in the harbour, 
while fatalities in Auckland and Waikato 
were mostly at beaches. 

Wellington’s total of 12 drownings was 
up 100 percent on the five-year average, 
and was the highest number for the 
region in 23 years.

Waikato’s total was also up 20 
percent on the five-year average, while 
Auckland’s fatalities were down 20 
percent.

Swimming — mostly at beaches or 
rivers — accounted for 31 percent of 
deaths while boating accounted for 24 
percent. Underwater activities such as 
scuba diving, snorkelling and free diving 
accounted for 11 percent.

Drowning fatalities also increased 
among older age groups, with deaths 
among those aged 45 plus increasing 
up to 50 percent from 2020. Men also 
dominated the older age groups.

WSNZ also notes New Zealand’s 
high fatal drowning rate compared with 
countries such as Australia, Canada and 
the UK.

Over the past 10 years New Zealand 
has had a rate of 1.7 drownings per 
100,000, compared with 1.1 in Australia, 
and 1.3 in Canada.

Deadly December lifts year’s 
drowning toll to same as 2020 

Public urged to gather paua 
‘for a feed, not for the freezer’

STRIPPED: Kaikoura residents have reported large groups of people in the water 
collecting paua.  Picture supplied

‘ What we found is that many 
people are looking for a place to 
pull over along the coast to get 
their paua. They see the pull-over 
in front of the marine reserve, 
apparently don’t notice all of the 
signage and think it’s a great 
place to pull over and walk in and 
find great paua. ’   —Dr Jody Weir

The 2021 Drowning Report 
released by Water Safety 
New Zealand (WSNZ) has 
the preventable drowning 
toll at 74 — the same as in 
the previous year.   
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WELLINGTON — A late surge for the second 
day running saved face for the uncertain New 
Zealand sharemarket. 

Before that, the market again traded in 
negative territory as a latest survey showed 
business confidence fell sharply.

The S&P/NZX 50 Index climbed from 
12,772.74 to a close of 12,814.46 points in 
the last 45 minutes of trading, including the 
matching session. 

The index gained 7.56 points or 0.06 percent, 
after reaching an intraday low 12,759.13.

There were 83 gainers and 52 decliners over 
the whole market on another light trading day 
with 22.7 million shares worth $96.97 million 
changing hands.

The December Quarterly Survey of Business 
Opinion (QSBO) revealed that 34 percent of 
respondents expected business conditions to 
deteriorate, compared with 11 percent in the 
previous quarter.

ANZ Research said that with lockdown 
restrictions lasting into the fourth quarter 
and cost pressures and capacity constraints 
constricting companies’ profit margins, it was 

no surprise that confidence was heading in the 
wrong direction.

With upside risks to inflation and labour 
market stretch already evident in the first few 
weeks of this year, companies might not feel 
the pressure coming off for some time yet, the 
ANZ economists said.

Dan Stratful, investment adviser with Forsyth 
Barr, said last year was challenging for the 
market — and it would be just as challenging 
this year with the same old fears of inflation, 
rising interest rates and the Covid omicron 
variant just around the corner.

“Like last year, it will become a stock picker’s 
market. The income stocks such as energy, 
property and the likes of Spark will face further 
headwinds,” Stratful said.

“Investors will be looking for pockets of the 
market that are performing — like Mainfreight 
and EBOS have done in previous years. They 
will definitely be cyclical stocks and in theory 
the banking sector should outperform in an 
environment with rising interest rates. They are 
good for banking margins.”

EBOS Group gained 40c to $40.40 after 

announcing its $105m retail offer had closed, 
with shareholders receiving new shares at 
$34.50 each.

ikeGPS Group, which monitors pole and 
overhead asset information, rose 6c or 8.22 
percent to 79c after telling the market that a 
contract extension with a United States fibre 
infrastructure customer would now generate 
about $4m in revenue over the next 12-18 
months.

Freightways recovered 23c or 1.81 percent 
to $12.95 after falling 2 percent the day before; 
Skellerup Holdings gained 11c or 1.8 percent 
to $6.23; Marsden Maritime Holdings rose 13c 
or 2.07 percent to $6.41; Pacific Edge collected 
3c or 2.4 percent to $1.28; and Vista Group 
increased 5c or 2.25 percent to $2.27.

Income stocks Chorus increased 12c or 1.7 
percent to $7.16, and Spark was up 9c or 2 
percent to $4.60.

Retailers Kathmandu Holdings gained 4c 
or 2.84 percent to $1.45, and Michael Hill 
International increased 3c or 2.04 percent to 
$1.50.

Delegat Group collected 10c to $14.10; 
Scales Corporation gained 16c or 2.96 percent 
to $5.56; Gentrack rose 6c or 3.16 percent to 
$1.96; Comvita was up 5c to $3.75; and New 

Zealand Oil & Gas jumped 3c or 6.45 percent to 
49.5c.

NZME completed the purchase of 
BusinessDesk, which specialised in online 
business news, and NZME’s share price 
increased 2c to $1.22.

Retirement village operators Ryman 
Healthcare increased 7c to $11.85 but 
Summerset Group Holdings was down 8c to 
$13.15.

Market leader Fisher & Paykel Healthcare was 
down 29c to $31.40 on trade worth $11.95m; 
Mainfreight shed $1.15 to $91; Auckland 
International Airport decreased 10.5c to $7.655; 
and Fletcher Building was down 8c to $7.14.

Other decliners were Turners Automotive 
decreasing 15c or 3.3 percent to $4.40; 
Vulcan Steel shedding a further 10c to $9.89; 
TradeWindow falling 7c or 2.66 percent to $2.56; 
and Bremworth down 3c or 4.23 percent to 68c.

A broker has revised NZX’s full-year 
operating earnings (ebitda) forecast at $35.5m, 
which is at the top end of the company’s 
previous guidance of $32m-$35.5m, following 
better-than-expected exchange trading and 
capital raisings last year. NZX’s share price was 
unchanged at $1.82.

 — The New Zealand Herald

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

by Kirsty Frame, RNZ

WELLINGTON — People 
could soon find themselves 
with less beer and less money 
to save on big-ticket items 
such as television sets if a 
widely-anticipated Omicron 
outbreak ends up disrupting 
supply chains.

Supermarkets are already 
stockpiling and industries are 
crisis-planning for Omicron to 
break into the community “any 
day now”.

Countdown supermarkets 
have been taking note of their 
sibling stores in Australia, 
where shelves have been 
running bare because of 
supply-chain disruptions.

Countdown director of 
corporate affairs, safety and 
sustainability, Kiri Hannifin, 
said “when the truck drivers 
are sick and the supply 
chain members are sick, all 
the farmers, all the chicken 
operators are sick then 
obviously there’s a short 
supply of product”.

“We need everybody in the 
supply chain to keep well and 
be safe from Covid.”

Countdown supermarkets 
had already been stockpiling 
in preparation.

But before food arrived, it 
needed to be grown, processed 
and distributed across the 
country — all of which 
could lead 
to shortages 
should an 
outbreak stand 
down large 
groups of staff 
at a time.

Vice 
President of 
the Federated 
Farmers Karen 
Williams grew 
malted barley 
on her farm.

“That goes off to a place 
in Marton, and is obviously 
a key ingredient in our beer. 
If the mill had problems, or 
we had problems getting the 
truck to go there, then it just 
has a snowball effect on New 

Zealand consumers,” she said.
Some farmers were already 

finding it hard enough to 
import machinery, and were 
stockpiling equipment for a 
rainy day, Williams said.

Retailers were already 
feeling the squeeze of 
international supply, and that 
could be tightened further 
with Omicron.

KPMG 
management 
consulting 
division partner 
Ian Williamson 
said in a bid 
to keep things 
on the shelves 
for longer, 
discounts could 
be minimised 
or halted 
altogether.

“When you may have got 
a new TV for 30 percent or 
40 percent off at a sale, you 
might find that it’s now only 
20 percent off, or not reduced 
this time, because why would 
retailers reduce the cost of it if 
they know they’re going to sell 

out of everything anyway?”
Retailers and supermarkets 

would also be concerned about 
consumers buying extra items, 
as they had been when Covid 
spikes occurred, Williamson 
said.

Much of the pressure was 
on the transport and freight 
industry, which was already 
experiencing capacity issues.

Transporting New Zealand 
chief executive, Nick Leggett, 
said “there’ll have to be some 
flexibility in the supply chain, 
potentially, if we get to that 
point”.

Learnings from previous 
lockdowns showed it was 
difficult to determine a 
priority rating for products 
that were transported around 
the country, he said.

“What are the things that 
are really important? We 
do want medical supplies 
moved, we do want food 
moved, because those things 
are critical. But, actually, if a 
big part of the economy can 
continue then that too should 
be services by transport.”

The transport and freight 
industry had already been 
under staffing strain and it 
had been struggling to fill gaps 
to meet an increased demand.

Leggett said Transporting 
New Zealand wanted to know 
what the Government’s plan 
was for an Omicron outbreak, 
and how things like rapid 
antigen testing and a stand-
down period would apply.

Earlier this week, Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said that more details would 
be available in “the coming 
weeks”.

Crisis planning ahead 
of expected outbreak
Supermarkets stockpile, industries prepare for Omicron reaching community

Countdown 
supermarkets 
have already 
been stockpiling 
what they can in 
preparation.   

Nick Leggett
 RNZ picture by Tom Kitchin

RNZ picture by Claire Eastham-Farrelly

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Westpac issues warning over 
sophisticated new scam

AUCKLAND — Westpac Bank is warning about 
a sophisticated new scam involving professional-
looking fake documentation.

The bank said considerable effort had been put 
into making an authentic-seeming investment 
prospectus booklet.

Westpac NZ chief risk officer Carolyn Kidd 
said internet searches for information about 
investments and term deposits were surfacing  
the material.

Some of the websites purported to help people 
compare investments.

People were then asked to enter personal 
information and the scammers followed up with 
calls or email.

Kidd said the scammers used convincing 
language, making the interactions seem credible.

“We have had a handful of reports about the 
scam so far. We want people to be vigilant and 
report any suspicious activity so our financial 
crime team can investigate.”

■  If you suspect you been targeted by this 
scam, you can call the Westpac NZ contact centre 
on 0800 400 600 or talk to one of your Westpac 
branch team’s staff members. — RNZ

Next generation of astronauts
PARIS — The European Space Agency (ESA) 

has narrowed the candidate list for its next 
generation of astronauts, including dozens who 
have a physical disability.

The agency announced last year that it had 
received a record number of 22,589 applications 
from people hoping to become the continent’s 
next generation of space travellers.

ESA said on Tuesday (local time) that it had 
reduced these to fewer than 1400 — 29 of whom 
had a physical disability — and hoped to cut the 
shortlist down to under 100 candidates by the 
end of the year for the four to six positions on its 
astronaut training programme.

The agency’s director-general, Josef 
Aschbacher, said the selection process would be 
accompanied by a feasibility study to determine 
the implications of choosing candidates with 
disabilities “but, yes, we are committed at ESA to 
open space to everyone”.

ESA had for decades relied on its Russian and 
American counterparts to launch astronauts into 
space.

Currently, the agency had several places booked 
on American commercial launches. 

But Aschbacher said Europe might finally get 
its own crewed spacecraft if ESA member states 
approve the idea at a meeting later this year.

“We are not only talking of launches, we are 
talking of human exploration,” he said, adding that 
future missions would seek to send astronauts to 
the Moon . . . “and beyond”.

In the meantime, the agency would continue 
to develop its robotic capability, including a 
spacecraft capable of carrying large loads to 
the Moon that would support joint missions with 
partners such as Nasa.

ESA was also in the early stages of working 
on a probe that would fly to an ice moon, such 
as Saturn’s Enceladus, to recover a sample and 
bring it back to Earth. — AP
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by Bob Hughes

IN my “You can’t bargain 
with climate change” piece 
(January 10) I mentioned our 
brave teenage climate change 
activist Greta Thunberg had 
condemned our leaders for 
failing us. 

She has also rightly blamed the climate crisis 
on adults who don’t give a damn. Hard stuff 
to swallow for some, I must say. No wonder so 
many get angry.

Since Greta began hitting the world headlines 
she has made a lot of enemies. They are easy 
to recognise because their rage is so great they 
cannot help making themselves look ridiculous.

A good number of times during the past three 
years a handful of her haters have been linking 
her name to mine here like the guy who calls 
me “the doomsday prophet Bob, the ‘Greta’ of 
Gisborne”, who responded to my recent column, 
claiming I was “preaching as a Thunberg-type 
activist”. I don’t mind if trying to get an important 
message across is preaching. I stand guilty as 
charged.

It does seem strange I should be compared to 
little Greta. She is a female teenager and I’m a 

frail male coming up 90 — a 70-year age gap.
In truth, I’m honoured with the perceived 

likeness, humbled and in awe of the young lady 
for what she has achieved in only a few short 
years.

She has made herself the most visible climate 
change activist in the world. For this she has to 
endure hate and the constant barrage of personal 
attacks, as well as the hidden hostility that all 
activists must suffer. All this despite her autism, 
which she bravely calls her strength.

As the so-called “Greta of Gisborne”, I better 
understand a little of what she suffers, but what 
grieves me most is the deliberate avoidance of 
the issue that I must face. I know we both push 
for climate change awareness, not because it’s 
especially interesting, but because it is a matter 
of life and death.

Why I admire her so —
In August 2018, Greta walked out of school 

and with only her Skolstrelk for Klimatete banner, 
she sat down at the entrance of Sweden’s 
parliament building in protest. Her parents tried 
to dissuade her but she wasn’t going to return 
to school until the adults of the world began 
working to end the climate crisis.

Her actions inadvertently started a global 
movement calling out us oldies for our 

ignorance, neglect and inaction. Still, because 
people don’t want to hear what she has to say, 
knowing how vulnerable this makes her to attack, 
she remains strong to the cause.

Greta knows she makes herself an easy target 
by expounding unwanted, undesirable truths, and 
arguing for immediate action. Giving up is never 
an option.

“I don’t want you to be hopeful. I want you 
to panic. I want you to feel the fear I feel every 
day. And then I want you to act,” she told the 
corporate, political and civil society leaders 
gathered at Davos in 2019.

Greta, myself and all who have been through 
the stages of climate grief know the end of our 
world is not some far-off threat. It is near, unless 
humanity very soon recognises our dire situation 
and we all act accordingly.

I conclude with this quote from James Hansen, 
who in 1988 alerted the US Congress that climate 
change had arrived.

“If humanity wishes to preserve a planet 
similar to that on which civilisation developed 
and to which life on Earth is adapted, 
paleoclimate evidence and ongoing climate 
change suggest that CO2 will need to be reduced 
from its current level (now 417ppm) to at most 
350ppm.”

Humbled, in awe of young GretaEDITORIAL
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News that Gisborne’s house 
prices finished 2021 on an all-time 
high and with an all-time record 
median high of $695,000 will come 
as no surprise to professionals 
in the real estate market and the 
people who have been looking for 
a home. But there are some signs 
that the market may at last be 
ready to cool.

Real Estate Institute data 
showed the region’s median 
price rose by $105,000 between 
December 2020 and the end of 
last month, which was a rise of 
$411,000 from five years ago. 

But REINZ regional director 
Neville Falconer said there were 
early signs that the rate of 
increase was decelerating.

Listings were down notably in 
December, with a 34.9 percent 
decrease year on year, which 
showed that many sellers were 
waiting for the New Year.

The median number of days 
properties were spending on the 
market increased by five, which Mr 
Falconer said was largely due to 
new lending criteria, which were 
expected to throw a spanner in the 
works.

REINZ chief executive Jen Baird 
said while Gisborne was among 
19 of the 67 territorial authorities 
to hit median price records in 
December, this was the lowest 
number since July 2021.

She added that signs of 
deceleration had been noted in the 
annual price growth compared with 
previous months.

ASB Bank went even further by 
saying the housing boom was over. 
Senior economist Mike Jones said 
the data validated forecasts of a 
sharp pullback in housing demand 
in response to higher interest rates 
and tighter lending standards.

Kiwibank senior economist 
Jeremy Couchman said “cracks are 
certainly appearing” in the market 
after nearly two years of record 
growth.

“The various headwinds weighing 
on the housing market now look 
to be finally having a meaningful 
impact.”

What were once entry-level 
houses for first-home buyers now 
commanded close to $1 million 
here. 

If indeed the housing boom 
of the past decade or more had 
finally run its course, which some 
would still doubt, it would be 
good news, particularly for those 
who were trying to get on to the 
property ladder using their own 
resources and who did not have 
the support of family members.

House prices to 
drop this year? 

Last night a friend gave me a copy of a newly 
self-published book called “NUKU, stories of 100 
indigenous women”, by Qiane Matata-Sipu.

I started reading it while having breakfast this 
morning and two hours later I am up to number 
32. The dishes are not done and my bed is not 
made, but I can’t stop reading.

This book should be read by all women — 
regardless of ethnicity. I hope like me you will buy 
it and give it to your daughter.

Well done Qiane, and your team of Melissa 
Harema and Jo Aumua, along with all the other 
wonderful women who gave you their stories.

 HEATHER VAN WYK

NUKU a must read

As a community, we send our thoughts and 
prayers to everyone currently in Tonga. 

To our Gisborne Tongan community —  know 
that we are standing right beside you in these 
extremely stressful times and that we are here 
to support you.

Our Gisborne Tongan community is strong, 
but they are hurting. Families cannot reach 
loved ones in Tonga to check on their welfare. 

I have spoken to our local Tongan leaders and 
they are humbled by the outpouring of support 
and aroha.

I’m urging our community to donate whatever 
they can to the Red Cross Pacific Tsunami 
Appeal — https://www.redcross.org.nz/

 MAYOR REHETTE STOLTZ

Thoughts are with 
Tonga right nowRe: Shocking history reverberates 

today, January 15 editorial.
 
Our future as a multi-cultural 

nation that has made huge strides 
awarding reparation for past 
misdeeds should be determined 
by constructively building on that 
attempt at reconciliation even though 
there is still much to be done before 
we can be satisfied with a job well 
done.

We will achieve little by adopting 
programmes based on the radical 
revisionist version of a history that 
is littered with tales of atrocities 
committed by only one sector of the 
population.

Yes, it is our history and it is deeply 
confronting, but it is only part of the 
story and in retelling it, we need to 
ensure that we include every last 
detail that makes up the complete 
record whether we want to accept it 
or not — in the end, only the complete 
truth should survive.

It is vitally important that the 
historians charged with rewriting the 
new history text books provide future 
generations with the whole truth 
about our dual heritage — including 
the accurate accounts of conquest 
attributed to both Maori and Pakeha 
ancestors.

For example, we should be prepared 
to accept Tanith’s version of the local 
massacres that took place within 
this region if those accounts can be 
verified by recognised scholars as 
accurate. 

However, at the same time, we 

should also be prepared to accept 
verifiable accounts of massacres 
committed by warring tribes who 
moved in to claim by conquest 
territory that they now call part of 
their traditional lands.

Maori historians who live in my 
original community of CHB tell me 
of the times when resident hapu of 
southern HB – subtribes that would 
claim whakapapa with modern-
day Kahungunu, were forced to 
seek refuge in the Manawatu for 
long periods in order to escape 
the bloodshed associated with the 
invasion and conquest led by the 
warring tribes from the north. Some 
of the invaders probably included 
some from the earlier subtribes of 
Ngati Porou. 

In those days, particularly during 
and after the musket wars, the 
Maori population was reduced from 
approximately 100,000 to a mere 
60,000 (est) and this carnage was 
perpetrated by Maori on their own 
people — yet all we hear from the 
revisionists like Tanith is a one-sided 
version of what actually happened 
including a rewriting that suits the 
narrative that modern Maori are still 
suffering solely from the ill treatment 
at the hands of colonialist “invaders”.

We owe it to future generations to 
get this right, otherwise we will end 
up as a divided society that will not 
achieve anything like the potential on 
offer.

Telling the whole truth would be a 
good place to start.

 CLIVE BIBBY

Whole truth ‘good place to start’
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NUKU‘ALOFA — The blast 
from the volcano could be heard 
in Alaska, and the waves crossed 
the ocean to cause an oil spill 
and two drownings in Peru. The 
startling satellite images resembled 
a massive nuclear explosion.

And yet, despite sitting almost 
on top of the volcano that erupted 
so violently on Saturday, the 
Pacific nation of Tonga appears 
to have avoided the widespread 
devastation that many initially 
feared.

In its first update since the 
eruption, the government said it 
has confirmed three deaths — 
two local residents and a British 
woman. 

Concerns remain over the fate 
of people on two hard-hit smaller 
islands, where most houses were 
destroyed, it said. Communications 
have been down everywhere, 
making assessments more difficult.

But on Tonga’s main island 
of Tongatapu, perhaps the 
biggest problem is the ash that 
has transformed it into a gray 
moonscape, contaminating the 
rainwater that 
people rely on to 
drink. 

New 
Zealand’s 
military is 
sending fresh 
water and other 
much-needed 
supplies, but the 
ash covering 
Tonga’s main runway will delay 
the flight at least another day. 

On Tongatapu, at least, life is 
slowly returning to normal. The 
tsunami that swept over coastal 
areas after the eruption was 
frightening for many but rose only 
about 80 centimetres, allowing 
most to escape.

“We did hold grave fears, given 
the magnitude of what we saw 
in that unprecedented blast,” said 
Katie Greenwood, the head of 
delegation in the Pacific for the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 

“Fortunately, in those major 
centres we are not seeing the 
catastrophic effect we thought 
might happen, and that’s very 
good news.”

Greenwood, who is based in 
Fiji and has been talking with 
people in Tonga by satellite phone, 
said an estimated 50 homes were 
destroyed on Tongatapu but 
nobody needed to use emergency 
shelters. 

She said about 90 people on the 
nearby island of ‘Eua were using 
shelters.

UN humanitarian officials and 
Tonga’s government has reported 
“significant infrastructural damage” 
around Tongatapu.

“There has been no contact 
from the Ha’apai group of islands, 
and we are particularly concerned 
about two small low-lying islands 
— Mango and Fonoi — following 
surveillance flights confirming 
substantial property damage,” UN 
spokesman Stephane Dujarric 
said.

New Zealand’s High 
Commission in Tonga also 
reported significant damage along 
the western coast of Tongatapu, 
including to resorts and the 
waterfront area. 

Like other island nations in the 
Pacific, Tonga is regularly exposed 
to the extremes of nature, whether 
it be cyclones or earthquakes, 

making people more resilient to 
the challenges they bring.

Indeed, Greenwood said Tonga 
does not want an influx of aid 
workers following the eruption. 

Tonga is one of the few 
remaining places in the world 
that has managed to avoid any 
outbreaks of the coronavirus, and 
officials fear that if outsiders bring 
in the virus it could create a much 
bigger disaster than the one they 
are already facing.

Another worry, said Greenwood, 
is that the volcano could erupt 
again. She said there is currently 
no working equipment around it 
which could predict such an event.

Satellite images captured the 
spectacular eruption of the Hunga 
Tonga Hunga Ha’apai volcano 
on Saturday, with a plume of 
ash, steam and gas rising like a 
giant mushroom above the South 
Pacific. The volcano is located 
about 64 kilometres north of 
Tonga’s capital, Nuku‘alofa.

Two people drowned in Peru, 
which also reported the oil spill 
after waves moved a ship that was 

transferring oil 
at a refinery.

In Tonga, 
British woman 
Angela Glover, 
50, was one of 
those who died 
after being 
swept away 
by a wave, her 
family said.

Nick Eleini said his sister’s 
body had been found and that her 
husband survived. 

“I understand that this terrible 
accident came about as they tried 
to rescue their dogs,” Eleini told 
Sky News. He said it had been 
his sister’s life dream to live in the 
South Pacific and “she loved her 
life there”.

The UN World Food 
Programme is exploring how to 
bring in relief supplies and more 
staff and has received a request 
to restore communication lines in 
Tonga, which is home to about 
105,000 people, Dujarric said.

Communication with the island 
nation is limited because the 
single underwater fiber-optic cable 
that connects Tonga to the rest of 
the world was likely severed in the 
eruption. The company that owns 
the cable said the repairs could 
take weeks.

Samiuela Fonua, who chairs the 
board at Tonga Cable Ltd, said 
the cable appeared to have been 
severed soon after the eruption. 
He said the cable lies atop and 
within coral reef, which can be 
sharp.

Fonua said a ship would need 
to pull up the cable to assess the 
damage and then crews would 
need to fix it. 

A single break might take a 
week to repair, he said, while 
multiple breaks could take up to 
three weeks. He added that it was 
unclear when it would be safe for 
a ship to venture near the undersea 
volcano to undertake the work.

A second undersea cable that 
connects the islands within 
Tonga also appeared to have been 
severed, Fonua said. 

However, a local phone network 
was working, allowing Tongans to 
call each other. 

But he said the lingering ash 
cloud was continuing to make 
even satellite phone calls abroad 
difficult. — AP

Eruption aftermath revealed

DRAMATIC CHANGES: This combination of satellite images provided by Maxar Technologies shows 
a view of Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha’apai volcano in Tonga on April 10, 2021, top, on January 6, 2022, 
middle, and January 18, 2022, showing what is left after the January 15 eruption. 

‘
 We did hold grave fears, 

given the magnitude 
of what we saw in that 
unprecedented blast 

’  —Katie Greenwood
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LAMB
North Island processor space is tight as we 

are now seeing the bottleneck following lower 
slaughter numbers in November and December. 

Total North Island lamb slaughter for the first 
two weeks of December was down 18 percent on 
the same period in 2020 and the five-year average 
due to wet conditions holding them back. 

In the South Island space is available for 
booked stock but the extra lambs coming off 
the drafts are unable to go. There is the odd 
murmuring suggesting farmers are not always 
getting 100 percent of their allocations, however, 
companies are working overtime to enable 
farmers to process stock and prevent backlogs. 

The expectation is for lamb prices to continue 
to gently ease over the remainder of January. 

Export markets have reopened to mixed 
results. There has been softer pricing noted out 
of China for some key cuts. Between Christmas 
and last week, processors took 15-20ckg out of 
schedules.

BEEF
Our contacts are indicating that North Island 

prime processor space is tight in most North 
Island regions with a wait time of up to three 
weeks. 

Dry conditions through Waikato have also led 
to a sudden jump in cull cow bookings and this 
could weigh on cow prices in the weeks ahead. 

Limited downside in farmgate beef prices 
recently reflects the strength of overseas 
demand through this period. There has been little 
indication of any weakening in key export prices. 

The US is only fractionally lower than before 
Christmas. US imported 95CL bull prices are still 
sitting well over US$3lb and are over US80clb 
above this time last year. China and Korea are 
also strong which is providing a good balance 
to export returns. The position of the NZD is also 
providing some support.

GRAIN
Maize crop conditions across the North Island 

look variable, with the tough sowing season 
showing up in crop conditions. 

Prior to Christmas, some maize crops were 
looking favourable, however, there is concern that 
dry conditions in the New Year will compound 
issues this season, especially during cob fill, and 
reduce potential yields. 

The USDA reports that by mid-2022, China will 
hold 69 percent of the world’s corn reserves,  
60 percent of its rice and 51 percent of its wheat 
— an increase of around 20 percent over the last  
10 years. 

Fears of a food shortage and a decline in 
agricultural productivity are the main drivers. 

Chinese food imports have risen 4.6 times from 
the last decade. With a rising food price index and 
increased famine, Bloomberg reports that this 
stockpiling is impacting global food prices.  

Argentina and the Ukraine have reported 
massive grain export increases for 2021. 
Argentina’s grain exports are up 28 percent 
year-on-year, totalling US$32.8 billion, with corn 
exports increasing 45 percent year-on-year and 
wheat 29 percent year-on-year.

EXPO SPEAKER: 
Sir Ian Taylor will be a 
keynote speaker at the 
East Coast Farming 
Expo held at the Wairoa 
Showgrounds on February 
23-24. Sir Ian will talk 
about the effect of Covid-
19 on our planet, and how 
to set Aotearoa back on 
track for a sustainable 
future. He frequently 
pushes the Government 
on important matters like 
MIQ, their response to 
Covid-19 and the future 
of New Zealand. The full 
story on his involvement 
at the Expo will be in 
Saturday’s FOL.  File picture

 AgriHQ

MARKET REPORT 
Week beginning January 17

by Trevor Brown

THERE was a small yarding of 435 cattle 
offered at Matawhero yesterday, with a small 
number of local buyers and there was a total 
clearance.

The older steers and the yearling bulls fell 
by 10 – 25ckg. 

Meat schedule prices have fallen since 
the December fair, while the current lack of 
rain and Covid-19 uncertainty might have 
created some caution. 

There were three consignments of quality 
cattle offered.

Rakopu Farms Ltd, at Tolaga Bay 
presented three pens of fat, rising 2.5-year 
steers. The first pen of 20 head, weighing 
585kg, topped the sale at $1822. 

Avondale Farming Gisborne offered three 
pens of rising 18-month steers, the top draft 
of 14 weighed 410kg and sold for $1300.

 A much larger yarding is scheduled for 
February 15 when the annual draft from 
Waipuna Valley Farm at Rakauroa will be 
offered.

Prices/kg: R 2.5-year steers, $3.12 – 
$3.09; R 18-month steers, $3.65 – $2.79; 
R 18-month heifers, $3.62 – $2.65; R 
18-months bulls, $3.09 – $2.62.

Best prices — 
R 2.5-year steers: Rakopu Farms Ltd, 

20 (585kg), $1822, 29 (550kg), $1702, 18 
(505kg), $1560; Waikura Ltd, 4 (560kg), 
$1741; Avondale Farming Gisborne, 21 
(450kg), $1405.

Mixed-aged cows: Waikura Ltd, 15 

(515kg), $1100.
R 18-month steers: Avondale Farming 

Gisborne, 14 (410kg), $1300, 25 (350kg), 
$1180, 30 (330kg), $1070; Martin Haenga, 
5 (445kg), $1300; Raroa Station, 5 (340kg), 
$1105, 6 (255kg), $930, 6 (205kg), $800; 
AC Baker, 6 (375kg), $1080; Murray 
Fleming, 7 (340kg), $950.

R 18-month heifers: Foster Farming P/S, 
6 (355kg), $1050; Martin Paenga, 5 (385kg), 
$1050; Rahiri Farm Ltd, 10 (345kg), $1000; 
Avondale Farming Gisborne, 27 (290kg), 
$930.

R 18-month bulls: MTJ Fisher, 6 (450kg), 
$1240; Raroa Station, 1 (420kg), $1100, 
3 (275kg), $770; Bruce Farming Ltd, 3 
(315kg), $870, 6 (235kg), $725; Mangapoi 
Station Ltd, 4 (240kg), $700.

Total clearance at sale

TOP PRICE: 
These were the 
top cut from 
Rakopu Farms 
Ltd at Tolaga 
Bay presented 
at the first cattle 
fair of the year 
at Matawhero 
yesterday. The 
20 rising 2.5-year 
Angus cross 
steers weighed 
585kg and 
sold for $1822.                                                     
 Picture by  
 Trevor Brown
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BRIEFS

Man admits exploiting worker
LONDON — A man in northwest England 

pleaded guilty yesterday to conspiring to 
exploiting a vulnerable victim who was found 
living in a garden shed that had been his home 
for 40 years.

The victim was rescued in October 2018 when 
officers from the Gangmasters & Labour Abuse 
Authority searched a trailer park in Carlisle and 
discovered him living in the shed, which had no 
light or heat, the agency said.

The man, now in his early 60s, told investigators 
that he worked on farms, doing painting, roofing 
and paving work for which he was paid as little 
as 10 pounds (NZ$20) a day. The man now lives in 
supported accommodation in another community.

“This is something that even now I struggle to 
comprehend,” Senior Investigating Officer Martin 
Plimmer said in a statement. “For four decades he 
was in effect kept as a slave.” — AP

World’s oldest man dies
MADRID — Saturnino de la Fuente, a Spaniard 

described by Guinness World Records as the 
world’s oldest man, died yesterday at the age of 
112, a Spanish news report said.

De la Fuente passed away at home in León, a 
city in northwest Spain, the state-owned news 
agency EFE said.

Guinness World Records named De la Fuente as 
the world’s oldest man last September but did not 
immediately respond to a request for comment. 
Authorities in León said they could not comment 
on a private matter.

He was born in the Puente Castro 
neighbourhood of León on February 11, 1909, 
Guinness World Records said.

De la Fuente was a cobbler by trade and started 
working in a shoe factory at age 13, EFE reported.

He survived the Spanish flu pandemic that 
broke out in 1918 and with his wife Antonina had 
eight children, followed by 14 grandchildren and 
22 great-grandchildren, according to EFE. — AP

Taliban claim police attacks
ISLAMABAD — The Pakistani Taliban targeted 

police in multiple attacks overnight in the capital, 
Islamabad, and the country’s restive northwest. 

Three policemen and three assailants were 
killed in the shootouts, police and a militant 
spokesman said yesterday.

The first attack took place in Islamabad late 
on Monday, raising fears that insurgents have 
a presence in one of the country’s safest cities. 
An officer and two assailants were killed in that 
attack. 

Later, two policemen were killed in attacks 
in the districts of Dir and North Waziristan in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, which borders 
Afghanistan, authorities said.

Mohammad Khurasani, spokesman for the 
outlawed Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan as the 
Pakistani Taliban are known, posted the group’s 
claim of responsibility on Twitter. He said one of 
the fighters died in the attack in northwestern 
Bajur district.

Although militants often target security forces 
in Pakistan, the country’s capital has largely 
been peaceful in recent years. The Pakistani 
Taliban, who have been emboldened since the 
Afghan Taliban seized power across the border in 
Afghanistan, warned they could carry out more 
attacks on Pakistani security forces in the near 
future. — AP

Israel tests long-range missile
JERUSALEM — Israel said yesterday it has 

successfully tested a system designed to 
intercept ballistic missiles outside the earth’s 
atmosphere.

The Arrow Weapon System is part of an array of 
missile defences Israel has developed in recent 
years to protect itself in any future conflict with 
archenemy Iran or regional militant groups, such 
as the Lebanese Hezbollah or the Palestinian 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip, both allies of Iran.

The Defence Ministry said the system detected 
the target and fired two Arrow 3 interceptors at it, 
calling the mission a success.

“With every step forward, with every 
development, we equip the state of Israel with the 
capabilities to defend itself against developing 
threats,” Defence Minister Benny Gantz said in a 
statement. “Our systems provide Israel with the 
freedom to manoeuvre strategically.”

The system was developed by Israel Aerospace 
Industries, a state-run defence firm, in 
cooperation with the US Missile Defence Agency.

Israel’s shorter-range missile defences were on 
display during last year’s 11-day Gaza war, when 
the Palestinian militant group Hamas fired over 
4000 rockets at Israel. — AP

SYDNEY — Australia has sustained 
its deadliest day of the pandemic with 
74 Covid-19 deaths recorded in the latest 
reporting period.

New South Wales reported 36 deaths, 
Victoria 22 and Queensland recorded 
16 — however, not all of these deaths 
happened on Monday.

In NSW the number of people with the 
virus in hospital rose to 2850, while ICU 
admissions were up slightly to 209.

There were a total of 29,830 new 
cases in the reporting period, taken from 
13,763 RAT tests and 16,067 PCR tests.

Previously, the highest number of 
deaths recorded in a day was 29.

The latest fatality figure brings the 
total number of NSW Covid-19 deaths  

to 919.
Despite the 

growing death 
toll, a strained 
health system 
and worker 
shortages across 
many sectors, 
Premier Dominic 
Perrottet was 
confident about 
his government’s 
handling of the 
outbreak.

“Based on the 
vaccination rate 
in this state         
. . . we can remain safe and will push 

through this next challenging period of 
time,” he said.

“This is not simply a New South Wales 
issue — this is a global issue. And our 
settings mirror the settings in Victoria.

“We’re not an island here in New 
South Wales.”

Perrottet acknowledged people were 
anxious about the state’s virus crisis, but 
insisted living with Covid-19 was the 
only way forward.

“(Lockdowns) might minimise 
transmission of the virus but then as 
you open up again we will have the virus 
spread,” he said.

He said the government was 
considering further support packages for 
businesses. — AP

Australia reports record Covid-19 fatalities

HONG KONG — Hong Kong authorities said 
that they will kill about 2000 small animals, 
including hamsters, after several tested positive 
for the coronavirus at a pet store where an 
employee was also infected.

The city will also stop the sale of hamsters 
and imports of small mammals, according to 
officials from the Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Conservation Department. 

The pet shop employee tested positive for the 
Delta variant on Monday, and several hamsters 
imported from the Netherlands at the store 
tested positive as well.

According to the US Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention, animals do not appear 
to play a significant role in spreading the 
coronavirus. 

But Hong Kong authorities said they are not 
ruling out transmission between animals and 
humans.

“We cannot exclude the possibility that the 
shopkeeper was infected from the hamsters,” 
said Edwin Tsui, a controller at the Centre for 
Health Protection.

The coronavirus most likely jumped from 
animals to humans in the first place, but the 

outbreak became a pandemic because the virus 
spreads so easily between people. Minks are the 
only known animals to have caught the virus 
from people and spread it back, according to Dr 
Scott Weese at Ontario Veterinary College.

Leung Siu-fai, director of the Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Conservation Department, said 
owners should leave hamsters at home, and not 
take them out. 

“All pet owners should observe good personal 
hygiene, and after you have been in contact with 
animals and their food, you should wash your 
hands,” he said. — AP

Hong Kong to cull small mammals after hamsters catch virus

WASHINGTON — The fast-moving 
Omicron variant may cause less severe 
disease on average, but Covid-19 deaths 
in the US are climbing and modellers 
forecast 50,000 to 300,000 more 
Americans could die by the time the 
wave subsides in mid-March.

The seven-day rolling average for daily 
new Covid-19 deaths in the US has been 
trending upward since mid-November, 
reaching nearly 1700 on January 17 — 
still below the peak of 3300 in January 
2021. 

Covid-19 deaths among nursing home 
residents started rising slightly two 
weeks ago, although still at a rate 10 
times less than last year before most 
residents were vaccinated.

Despite signs Omicron causes milder 
disease on average, the unprecedented 
level of infection spreading through the 
country, with cases still soaring in many 
states, means many vulnerable people 
will become severely sick. 

If the higher end of projections comes 
to pass, that would push total US deaths 
from Covid-19 over one million in the 
next few months.

“A lot of people are still going to die 
because of how transmissible Omicron 
has been,” said University of South 
Florida epidemiologist Jason Salemi. “It 
unfortunately is going to get worse before 
it gets better.”

Morgues are starting to run out of 
space in Johnson County, Kansas, said 
Dr Sanmi Areola, director of the health 
department. 

More than 30 residents have died in 
the county this year, the vast majority of 
them unvaccinated.

But the notion that a generally less 
severe variant could still take the lives of 
thousands of people has been difficult for 
health experts to convey. 

The math — that a small percentage 
of a very high number of infections can 
yield a very high number of deaths — is 
difficult to visualise.

“Overall, you are going to see more 
sick people even if you as an individual 
have a lower chance of being sick,” said 
Katriona Shea of Pennsylvania State 

University, who co-leads a team that 
pulls together several pandemic models 
and shares the combined projections with 
the White House.

The wave of deaths heading for the 
United States will crest in late January 
or early February, Shea said. In early 
February, weekly deaths could equal or 
exceed the Delta peak, and possibly even 
surpass the previous US peak in deaths 
last year.

“This is Omicron driven,” Shea said of 
the coming wave of deaths. The combined 
models project 1.5 million Americans 
will be hospitalised and 191,000 will die 
from mid-December through mid-March. 
Taking into account the uncertainty 
in the models, US deaths during the 
Omicron wave could range from 58,000 
to 305,000.

Yet it is become increasingly clear that 
the risk from Omicron is lower than from 
previous variants. 

New evidence from nearly 70,000 
patients in Southern California suggests 

Omicron is causing milder illness than 
Delta.

A study, posted online and cited 
during a recent White House briefing, 
found patients with Omicron had a 53 
percent lower risk of hospitalisation with 
respiratory symptoms, a 74 percent lower 
risk of ICU admission, and a 91 percent 
lower risk of death. 

The study, which has not yet been 
peer reviewed, comes from researchers 
at Kaiser Permanente and University of 
California, Berkeley.

“It is hard for me to say straight out 
it’s good news,” said study co-author Sara 
Y Tartof, a Kaiser Permanente research 
scientist. 

“Maybe there’s good news in the sense 
that if you are infected your chance of 
becoming severely ill are decreased, but 
from a societal perspective it is a very 
heavy burden for us. 

“It remains a serious situation, and 
we need to maintain practices and 
behaviours we know protect us.” — AP

US facing increase 
of Omicron deaths

Dominic Perrottet

TESTING TIME: Despite Omicron causing a milder infection, the level of spread 
could result in deaths soaring in the US.  AP picture
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BRUSSELS — Avoid typhoon in the 
Philippines. Check.

Steer clear of massive California 
wildfires. Check.

Keep away from test missiles in North 
Korea. What? Wait.

As teenage pilot Zara Rutherford flew 
ever onward in a record-challenging 
global odyssey, she met little as strange 
or scary as when she tried to squeeze 
in between North Korean airspace and 
a massive cloud threatening to cut off 
passage for her ultralight plane.

“Well, they test missiles once in a while 
without warning,” Rutherford said. 

More importantly, she was just 15 
minutes from flying over one of the last 
places one should enter uninvited.

So she radioed her control team to 
ask if she could cut the corner over the 
isolationist communist dictatorship to get 
to Seoul. 

“Straight away they said: ‘Whatever 
you do, do not go into North Korean 
airspace’.” 

Fortunately the clouds cooperated 
enough and she didn’t have to continue 
the crash course in applied geopolitics. 

At the age of 19, she was set to land 
her single-seater Shark sport aircraft in 
Kortrijk, Belgium, on Monday, more than 
150 days after setting out to become the 
youngest woman to circumnavigate the 
world solo. American aviator Shaesta 
Waiz was 30 when she set the previous 
benchmark.

Flying runs in her blood. Both her 
parents are pilots and she has been 
travelling in small planes since she was 
six. At 14, she started flying herself and 
about 130 hours of solo flights prepped 
her for the record attempt, which she 
hopes will also have a bigger meaning. 

With the final touchdown in a plane 
that looks like a fly among the giants 
parked at an airport like New York’s 
JFK, the Belgian-British teenager 
wants to infuse young women and girls 

worldwide with the spirit of aviation — 
and an enthusiasm for studies in the 
exact sciences, mathematics, engineering 
and technology. 

Two mathematical statistic stand out 
for her — only 5 percent of commercial 
pilots and 15 percent of computer 
scientists are women. 

“The gender gap is huge,” she said.
Yet once the canopy closed over her 

cockpit and another six- to eight-hour 
flight began, lofty thoughts of global 
outreach receded as she concentrated on 
one lonely individual — herself.

Using Visual Flight Rules, basically 
going on sight only, danger lurked even 
closer than when she would be able to 

use fancy navigational instruments to 
lead her through the night, clouds or fog. 

Crossing northern California from Palo 
Alto towards Seattle, she headed into the 
huge wildfires blighting the area. The 
higher she climbed to avoid the smoke — 
up to 10,000 feet — the tougher it was to 
keep her eyes on the ground. 

“The smoke was building up and up, to 
the point that the whole cabin stank of 
smoke and I could not see anything but 
a burnt orange colour,” Rutherford said. 
She had to abort her route and make 
an unscheduled landing in Redding, 
California. 

Over Siberia, the light played tricks on 
her vision, sometimes casting doubt on 

whether she saw mountains or clouds. 
“And for me clouds are a really big 

deal, especially in Russia with its biting 
cold.” 

Cutting through such clouds, much ice 
might build up on her wings, paralysing 
control. 

“At that point your plane is no longer a 
plane,” she said. 

That, or any other mishap, could have 
happened on a section of the route where 
she once saw only one village in six 
hours. 

“I realised if something goes wrong, 
I am hours and hours and hours away 
from rescue and it was -35 degrees on the 
ground. And so I thought, actually, I don’t 
know how long I can survive -35 degrees,” 
Rutherford said. She didn’t have to find 
out.

The project would have been tough 
enough in normal times, but the 
pandemic added another complication — 
which indirectly led to the North Korean 
adventure.

Alternative plans to go over China to 
Seoul were ditched when the Chinese 
refused permission citing Covid-19, 
which, Rutherford said, “was slightly 
frustrating because I’m in the plane at 
6000 feet. I’d be very impressed if I could 
pass on Covid like this.”

Overall, bad weather, a flat tyre and 
visa issues added another two months to 
the planned three-month project. 

The delay gave her time to ponder the 
fickleness of fate. 

“When you’re fearing for your life, it 
puts things into perspective a little bit 
more,” she said. “I mean, a cloud — a 
cloud — could kill me.

“We grow up in a world with a huge 
number of safety nets,” she said. 

“Actually flying over Alaska, Russia 
or Greenland, that’s when you realise 
there is no safety net. This is really just 
me. There’s nobody here to help me if 
anything goes wrong.” — AP 

Teen’s record-breaking flight

ON A MISSION: Zara Rutherford, a 19-year-old pilot, landed her single-seater Shark 
sport aircraft in Kortrijk, Belgium, on Monday, more than 150 days after she began her 
solo round-the-world trip.  AP picture

LONDON — British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson yesterday denied 
misleading Parliament about lockdown-
breaching parties, and confirmed he has 
given an account of events to an inquiry 
probing alleged violations of coronavirus 
rules.

Senior ministers in Johnson’s 
Conservative government said they 
believed him — but added the Prime 
Minister would have to resign if he is 
proven to have lied.

Senior civil servant Sue Gray is 
investigating a string of alleged rule-
flouting government parties that have 
sparked calls for Johnson’s resignation, 
including a May 2020 staff party in the 
garden of the Prime Minister’s Downing 
Street residence.

Former Johnson aide Dominic 
Cummings has said he is willing to 
“swear under oath” that the Prime 
Minister was warned in advance that 
the party would violate coronavirus 

restrictions, which at the time barred 
people from meeting more than one 
person outside their household.

Johnson told Parliament last week 
that he had attended the event, billed 
as a “bring your own booze” gathering in 

an invitation sent to 100 people by his 
principal private secretary. But he said 
he considered it a work gathering that 
fell within the rules.

“I’m absolutely categorical, nobody said 
to me, ‘This is an event that is against 
the rules’,” Johnson said on Tuesday.

“When I went out into that garden 
I thought that I was attending a work 
event,” Johnson told broadcasters during 
a visit to staff at a London hospital. “That 
is the very, very best of my recollection 
about this event, that’s what I’ve said to 
the inquiry.”

Gray is due to report by the end of the 
month on claims that government staff 
held late-night soirees, boozy parties and 
“wine time Fridays” while Britain was 
under coronavirus restrictions in 2020 
and 2021. The allegations have spawned 
public anger, incredulity and mockery, 
and prompted some in the governing 
Conservative Party to call for Johnson’s 
resignation. — AP

Johnson denies lying about lockdown parties BRIEFS

Afghan quake toll reaches 26
KABUL, Afghanistan — The United Nations 

yesterday raised the death toll from twin 
earthquakes in western Afghanistan the day 
before to 26, saying three villages of around 800 
houses were flattened by the quakes.

At least four people were injured and the dead 
included women and children, according to the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs. Villagers in the area were still searching 
for their family members and removing items 
stuck under the mud.

The US Geological Survey on Monday registered 
a magnitude 5.3 quake at 2pm and a second, 
magnitude 4.9 at 4pm (local time). They struck 41 
kilometres east and 50 kilometres southeast of 
Qala-e-Naw, the provincial capital in Badghis. 

The Taliban, who overran the country in mid-
August, called on international aid organisations 
to provide immediate help, including tents and 
other basic necessities, for the victims. — AP

Saudis threatened with jail
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Saudi authorities 

have warned that anyone spreading “baseless” 
rumours on social media could face up to five 
years in prison and a huge fine.

It comes after a cancelled concert in Riyadh led 
to reports online that young women were being 
sexually harassed as they made their way home.

The Saudi entertainment chief appeared to mock 
their claims in several tweets.

The much anticipated concert, headlined by 
K-Pop band Stray Kids, was called off at the last 
moment due to high winds. Disappointed fans 
struggled to find their way home from the venue 
on the outskirts of the Saudi capital.

Reports began appearing on social media 
saying that girls had gone missing, as well as 
warnings of sexual harassment. Online at least, 
there appeared to be panic. Hashtags proliferated, 
amplifying the sense of jeopardy.

Many people who say they were there have 
since stated that no such incidents occurred 
and that the organisers did a good job in difficult 
circumstances. — BBC

BORIS JOHNSON

MOSCOW — Russia is sending an unspecified 
number of troops from the country’s far east 
to Belarus for major war games, officials said 
yesterday. It is a deployment that will further beef 
up Russian military assets near Ukraine amid 
Western fears of a planned invasion.

Deputy Defence Minister Alexander Fomin 
said the drills would involve Russia and Belarus 
practicing a joint response to external threats. 
The two countries have close political, economic 
and military ties. 

Ukrainian officials have warned that Russia 
could launch an attack from various directions, 
including from Belarus. 

White House press secretary Jen Psaki 
described the situation as “extremely dangerous”, 
noting that “we’re now at a stage where Russia 
could at any point launch an attack in Ukraine”. 

A series of talks last week between Russia, the 

US and NATO failed to quell the tensions over 
Ukraine. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
will meet his Russian counterpart in Geneva on 
Friday in another attempt to defuse the crisis.

Russia already has started moving troops for 
the war games in Belarus. Fomin said it would 
take through February 9 to fully deploy weapons 
and personnel for the Allied Resolve 2022 drills, 
which are expected to take place from February 
10 to 20. 

As part of the exercises to “thwart and repel a 
foreign aggression”, Russia will deploy a dozen 
Su-35 fighter jets and several air defence units to 
Belarus, Fomin said.

He didn’t say how many troops and weapons 
were being redeployed for the exercises, or give 
the number of troops that would participate in the 
war games. 

The deployment would bolster an estimated 

100,000 Russian troops with tanks and other 
heavy weapons amassed near Ukraine in what 
the West fears could be a prelude to an invasion.

Russia has denied an intention to attack its 
neighbour but demanded guarantees from the 
West that NATO will not expand to Ukraine or 
other ex-Soviet nations or place its troops and 
weapons there.

Washington and its allies firmly rejected 
Moscow’s demands during Russia-US 
negotiations in Geneva and a related NATO-
Russia meeting in Brussels last week.

Fomin said the drills in Belarus, which involve 
moving an unspecified number of troops from 
Russia’s Eastern Military District that spreads 
across several time zones in Eastern Siberia 
and the Far East, reflect the need to practise 
concentrating the country’s entire military 
potential in western Russia. — AP

Russia moves troops westward amid tensions
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PAY TV

TVNZ 1

SKY 5 DISCOVERY
CHOICE

MOVIES PREMIERE

TVNZ 2 THREE PRIME MAORI TV

RNZ NATIONAL

BRAVO

KEY  0 Closed captions;  3 Repeat;  (HLS) Highlights;  (RPL) Replay;  (DLY) Delayed;  16 Approved for persons 16 years or over;  18 Approved for persons 18 years or over;   
C Content may offend;  L Language may offend;  M Suitable for mature audiences;  PG Parental guidance recommended for younger viewers;  S Sexual content may offend;  V Contains violence.

WEDNESDAY—THURSDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 3 0 
 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0 
 7pm The Chase Bloopers  

PG 0 
 8pm N Under The 

Vines PG 0   
As mutual sole heirs, 
Daisy and Louis quickly 
realise that inheriting a 
vineyard may not be the 
rewarding experience 
they had hoped for.

 8.20 Lotto 

 8.25 Under The Vines PG 

Continued.
 9pm Border Security M 0 
 9.30 Coronation Street PG 0 
 10.30 1 News Tonight 0 
 11pm Shortland Street  

PGVC 3 0 
 11.30 My Life Is Murder ML 3 

0  The knives are out 
when Alexa investigates 
the death of a cooking 
school student.

  THURSDAY  
 12.20 Mallorca Files M 3 0 
 1.10 Te Karere 3 
 1.35 Infomercials 

 5.35 Te Karere 3 
 6am John And Lisa’s 

Weekend Kitchen 3 0 
 7am The Living Room 3 0 
 8am The Repair Shop PG 3 0 
 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show PG 0 
 10am Winning Combination 0 
 11am The Chase 3 0 
 Noon Country Calendar 3 0   

The Australian bushfires 
caused huge suffering 
and loss of life for 
wildlife and farm 
animals alike, so a New 
Zealand animal rescue 
organisation sprang into 
action to help out.

 12.30 Emmerdale PG 0 
 1pm Coronation Street  

PG 3 0 
 2pm F The Hotel 

Inspector PG 0   
Judith and Kevin have 
had their hotel for 20 
years but recently it 
has fallen out of favour 
with Britain’s family 
staycation set. Alex 
attempts to steer the 
hotel in a new direction.

 3pm Tipping Point 0 
 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Neighbours 0   
Zara makes a bold 
move; Glen’s secrets 
give Melanie cause for 
concern; Britney’s on the 
verge of a confession.

 5pm The Chase 3 0 

 5pm Storage Wars PGL 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 6pm Ice Road Truckers PG 

 7pm The Force MC 

 7.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 8.30 Law And Order: 

Organized Crime MVC 

 9.30 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Mountain Men PG 

  THURSDAY  

 12.30 Wheel Of Fortune 

 1am Jeopardy! 

 1.25 The Force MC 

 1.50 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 2.35 Law And Order: 

Organized Crime MVC 

 3.30 Ice Road Truckers PG 

 4.20 Person Of Interest M 

 5.10 The Mentalist MVC 

 6am Jeopardy! 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 6.45 Pawn Stars PG 

 7.10 Storage Wars PGL 

 7.35 Mountain Men PG 

 8.25 The Force MC 

 8.50 Ice Road Truckers PG 

 9.40 The Mentalist MVC 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 Noon Jeopardy! 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 12.50 Law And Order: 

Organized Crime MVC 

 1.40 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 2.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 3.20 Mountain Men PG 

 4.10 Jeopardy! 

 4.35 Wheel Of Fortune 

 5pm Storage Wars PGL 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 6.40 French Exit MLS 2021 

Comedy. Michelle Pfeiffer, 
Lucas Hedges.

 8.30 Long Story Short ML 2021 

Comedy. A man wakes up 
the morning after his 
wedding to discover that 
every few minutes he is 
jumping forward to the 
next year of his life. Rafe 
Spall, Zahra Newman.

 10.06 Survive The Night 16VLSC 

2019 Thriller. Bruce Willis, 
Chad Michael Murray.

 11.36 The Unholy MVLC 2021 

Horror. Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan, Cricket Brown.

  THURSDAY  
 1.16 The Professor And The 

Madman MVC 2019 Drama. 
Mel Gibson.

 3.18 The King Of Staten 

Island 16L 2020 Comedy. 
Pete Davidson, Marisa 
Tomei.

 5.33 2 Hearts MLS 2020 Drama. 
Jacob Elordi, Tiera 
Skovbye.

 7.13 Locusts 16VLSC 2019 Thriller. 
Ben Geurens, Jessica 
McNamee.

 8.35 How To Build A Girl  

16LSC 2020 Comedy. Beanie 
Feldstein, Alfie Allen.

 10.16 Waves 16LC 2019 Drama. 
Kelvin Harrison jr, Lucas 
Hedges.

 12.28 Zack Snyder’s Justice 

League: Justice Is 

Gray 16VL 2021 Action.  
Ben Affleck, Gal Gadot.

 4.23 Savage 16VLSC 2019 Crime 

Drama.

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud MLC Super 
Sonic Camaro.

 6.35 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG  

Stairway to Heaven.
 7.30 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG 

 8.30 Building Off The Grid PG 

 9.30 Barnwood Builders PG 

 10.30 Aussie Lobster Men PG 

 11.25 Naked And Afraid M 

  THURSDAY  
 12.15 Barnwood Builders PG 

 1.05 How The Universe 

Works PG 

 1.55 Deadliest Catch PG 

 2.45 Naked And Afraid MLC 

 3.35 Moonshiners MLC 

 4.25 Gold Rush: White 

Water MLC 

 5.15 Outback Opal 

Hunters PGL 

 6.05 How Do They Do It? PG 

 6.30 Pool Kings PG 

 6.55 You Have Been 

Warned PG 

 7.45 Barnwood Builders PG 

 8.35 Top Gear PG 

 9.25 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 10.20 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG 

 11.15 Building Off The Grid PG 

 12.10 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.35 Pool Kings PG 

 1.05 How The Universe 

Works PG 

 2pm Naked And Afraid MLC 

 2.55 Outback Opal 

Hunters PGL 

 3.50 Deadliest Catch MLC 

 4.45 Undercover 

Billionaire PG 

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud MLC 

 5pm The Simpsons PGV 3 0 

 5.30 Superstore PG 0 

 6pm The Big Bang Theory  

PG 3 0 

 6.30 Friends 3 0 

 7pm Shortland Street PGVC 0 

 7.35 Australian Survivor: 

Brains v Brawn PG 0 

 8.40 Taskmaster: New Year’s 

Special M 0 

 9.40 F Mom 0 

 10.35 Taskmaster NZ 16L 3 0 

 11.35 Mom PG 3 0 

  THURSDAY  

 12.25 Motherland: Fort 

Salem 16V 0 

 1.10 Emmerdale PG 3 0 

 1.35 Infomercials 

 2.35 2 Tunes 

 2.55 Australian Survivor: 

Brains v Brawn PG 3 0 

 3.50 Selling Houses 3 

 4.15 The Middle 3 0 

 4.35 Neighbours 3 0 

 5am Infomercials 

 6am Les Mills Born To Move 0 

 6.25 Hey Duggee 3 0 

 6.40 Paw Patrol 3 0 

 7.05 Eliot Kid 0 

 7.30 Teen Titans Go! 0 

 7.55 Unikitty! 3 0 

 8.15 Kangaroo Beach 0 

 8.30 JoJo And Gran Gran 

 8.40 Thomas And Friends 3 

 8.50 Chuggington: Tales From 

The Rails 0 

 9am Infomercials 

 9.30 Les Mills Body Balance 0 

 10am Mike And Molly PG 3 0 

 10.30 Shortland Street PGVC 3 0 

 11am Friends 3 0 

 Noon The Cube 3 0 

 1pm The Drew Barrymore 

Show PG 0 

 2pm The Mindy Project PG 0 

 3pm Bob Hearts Abishola 3 0 

 3.30 Horrible Histories PG 0 

 4pm Almost Never 3 0 

 4.30 Friends 3 0 

 5pm The Simpsons PG 3 0 

 5.30 Superstore PG 0 

 5pm Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 0 
 6pm Newshub Live At 6pm 

 7pm Bondi Rescue PG 3 0 
 7.30 The Block Australia PG 0   

Laundries are causing 
friction on the Block.

 8.40 F Celebrity IOU 0   
Josh Groban calls in 
Jonathan and Drew 
to transform his 
bandmate’s cramped 
garage studio into a hi-
tech recording setup.

 9.40 Celebrity IOU: Joyride  

PG 0 
 10.40 Newshub Late 

 11.10 NCIS: LA M 3 0 

  THURSDAY  
 12.10 Infomercials 

 6am Yard Crashers 0 
 6.30 How Do Animals Do 

That 0 
 7am Cupcake Wars 0 
 7.55 American Ninja 

Warrior 3 
 8.55 Infomercials 

 10.35 Bondi Vet PG 3 0 
 10.55 Bondi Vet PG 3 0 
 11.30 Newshub Live At 

11:30am 

 Noon House Hunters 

International 0 
 12.30 House Hunters 

International 0 
 1pm M Advance And 

Retreat PG 2016 Drama. 
After she reconnects 
with an old flame at a 
corporate retreat, an 
executive realises that 
taking a step back may 
help her go forward.  
Riley Voelkel, Casey 
Deidrick.

 3pm Millionaire Hot Seat 

 4pm Yard Crashers 0 
 4.30 Newshub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 0 

 5pm Netball: Quad 

Series (HLS) South Africa 

v Silver Ferns.  

From Copper Box Arena, 

London.

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Shipping Wars PGL 3 

 7pm The Crowd Goes Wild 

 7.30 Traffic Cops PGC 3 

 8.30 F Ambulance 16V 3 

 9.45 Strike Back 18VLC   

After tailing Hassan and 

the nuclear suitcase to a 

deserted shopping mall 

in Jakarta, Wyatt and 

Novin face down threats 

from Komodo soldiers.

 10.50 Tennis: Australian 

Open (HLS) Day Two.  

From Melbourne Park.

 11.55 Football: A-League (HLS) 

  THURSDAY  

 1am The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 

 2am Infomercials 

 8am The Casagrandes 3 

 8.25 Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles 3 

 9.15 Samurai Jack PGV 3 

 10.05 Netball: Quad 

Series (DLY) Final: 

Teams TBC. From 

Copper Box Arena, 

London.

 11.35 The Office PGC 

 12.30 MasterChef USA 

 1.30 Parks And 

Recreation PGC 

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 3 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm Judge Judy PG 

 4.30 Third Rock From The 

Sun PGC 3 

 5pm Netball: Quad 

Series (HLS) Final: 

Teams TBC.

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Pukana 2021 3 

 5.30 Te Mana Kuratahi 

2019 3 

 6pm Haka Ngahau A-Rohe: 

Te Tai Tokerau 3 

 6.30 Te Ao I Te Raumati 

 7pm Waiata Nation 3 

 7.30 5 Minutes Of Fame 

 8.30 M Think Like A 

Man MCLS 2012 Comedy 

Romance.

 10.40 Sidewalk Karaoke 3 

 11.10 Te Ao I Te Raumati 3 

 11.40 Closedown 

  THURSDAY  

 6.30 Pipi Ma 3 

 6.35 Waiata Mai 3 

 6.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 7am Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 7.10 Te Nutube 3 

 7.20 Kia Mau 3 

 7.30 Potae Pai 3 

 7.40 Smooth 3 

 7.50 He Rourou 3 

 8am Polyfest 2021 3 

 9am Oranga Ngakau 3 

 9.30 Cam’s Kai 3 

 10am Easy Eats 3 

 10.30 Toi Te Ora 

 11am Sidewalk Karaoke 3 

 11.30 The Hui 

 Noon Te Ngakau Tapatahi 

 12.30 He Aha To Say? 3 

 1pm Uka 3 

 1.30 Toku Reo 3 

 2.30 Ako 3 

 3.30 Pipi Ma 3 

 3.35 Waiata Mai 3 

 3.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 4pm Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 4.10 Te Nutube 3 

 4.20 Kia Mau 3 

 4.30 Potae Pai 3 

 4.40 Smooth 3 

 4.50 He Rourou 3 

 5pm Polyfest 2018 

 5.30 Te Mana Kuratahi 

2019 3 

 5pm Your Room Or Mine? 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 6.30 Forged In Fire PG 

 7.30 Jade Fever PG 

 8.30 Robson Green’s Grand 

Slam 

 9.30 Jeremy Wade’s Dark 

Waters PG 

 10.30 Forged In Fire PG 

 11.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

  THURSDAY  

 12.30 Hairy Bikers Route 

66 PG 

 1.30 Your Room Or Mine? 

 2am James Martin’s Islands 

To Highlands 

 3am Chasing Monsters PG 

 4am Robson Green’s Grand 

Slam 

 5am Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 6am James Martin’s Islands 

To Highlands 

 7am Hairy Bikers Route 

66 PG 

 8am Chasing Monsters PG 

 9am BBQ Pitt Masters PG 

 10am Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 11am Forged In Fire PG 

 Noon Jade Fever PG 

 1pm Robson Green’s Grand 

Slam 

 2pm Jeremy Wade’s Dark 

Waters PG 

 3pm Chasing Monsters PG 

 4pm Rachel Khoo’s Chocolat! 

 5pm Your Room Or Mine? 

 5.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 5.45 Shark Tank PG 

 6.35 Million Dollar Listing New 

York PG 3 
 7.30 Tattoo Fixers MLS 3 
 8.30 Emma Willis: Delivering 

Babies In 2020 MC 

 9.30 Embarrassing Bodies MSC 

 10.30 Snapped MVC 3 
 11.20 An Unexpected Killer  

16VC 3 

  THURSDAY  
 12.10 Infomercials 

 10am Hoarders PG 3 
 10.50 Face Off PGC 3 
 11.40 Million Dollar Listing New 

York PG 3 
 12.35 Shark Tank PG 3 
 1.25 Celebrity Ghost 

Stories PGV 3 
 2.10 The Real Housewives Of 

New York City PGL 

 3.05 Hoarders PG 3 
 4pm Face Off PGC 3 
 4.55 Celebrity Ghost 

Stories PGV 3 
 5.45 Shark Tank PG 

8.06 The Lazarus Heist  
The true story of an attempted 
$1-billion hack, which 
investigators say was carried out 
by a secretive ring of elite North 
Korean hackers.  
10.15 Kiwi Screen History  
Jesse Mulligan looks back at our 
favourite television programmes 
from the past.  
11.04 Inside Out With Nick 
Tipping. Classic recordings and 
modern masterpieces from the 
world of jazz.  

THURSDAY   
12.04 All Night Programme  
6.15 Emoji From The BBC  
7am Morning Report With Susie 
Ferguson and Corin Dann.  
9am Summer Times With Anna 
Thomas.  
1.06 Afternoons With Jesse 
Mulligan.  

Under the Vines 

 8pm on TVNZ 1

The Block Australia 

 7.30pm on Three

Strike Back 

 9.45pm on Prime

Compiled by19Jan22

© TVNZ 2022 © TVNZ 2022

 8.30 L Tennis: Australian 

Open Day Three, Night 

Session.  

From Melbourne Park.

  THURSDAY  

 2am Japan Rugby 

League (RPL) Shining Arcs 

v Kubota Spears.  

From Prince Chichibu 

Memorial Rugby Ground, 

Tokyo.

 4am Road To Beijing Zoi 

Sadowski-Synnott.

 4.15 Japan Rugby 

League (RPL) Tokyo 

Sungoliath v Toyota 

Verblitz. From Azinomoto 

Stadium, Tokyo.

 6am Ireland v All Blacks (RPL)   

From Dublin.

 6.15 L Netball: Quad 

Series Third v Fourth: 

Teams TBC.

 8.15 L Netball: Quad 

Series  

Final: Teams TBC.

 10.45 British And Irish Lions v 

South Africa (RPL)  

Third Test.

 11am Best Of Super 

Rugby (HLS) Trans-

Tasman Final: Blues v 

Highlanders.

 11.30 All Access: Black Ferns 

 Noon Tennis: Australian 

Open (HLS) Day Three.

 1pm L Tennis: Australian 

Open Day Four, Day 

Session.

SKY SPORT 1
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ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

CLIFFORD THE BIG RED
DOG (PG) THU 10am
GHOSTBUSTERS:
AFTERLIFE (PG) , WED
5.40pm. THU 3.10pm
GOLD (R13)
THU 1pm, 6.10pm

HOUSE OF GUCCI (R13)

WED 8.10pm
KING RICHARD (M)
WED 5.35pm
THU 12.10pm, 8.30pm
NIGHTMARE VALLEY
(R13) THU 12.15pm,
5.40pm, 8.20pm
SCREAM (R16) WED
1pm, 6.20pm, 8.40pm.
THU 3.15pm, 8.40pm
SING 2 (PG) WED, THU
10.10am, 12.35pm, 3pm
SPENCER (M)  THU
10.30am, 3.30pm, 6pm
SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY
HOME (M) WED 3.20pm,
5.20pm, 8.20pm
THU 10am, 3.10pm,
5.20pm, 8.20pm
THE 355 (M)
WED 3.15pm, 5.50pm,
8.30pm
THU 12.55pm, 6pm
THE ADDAMS FAMILY
2: ROAD TRIP (PG) WED
12.55pm. THU 10.10am
THE KING’S MAN (R16) 
WED 3pm, 8.30pm
THU 8.30pm
THE MATRIX
RESURRECTIONS (TBC) 
WED 2.40pm

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

Times may vary
subject to late change

BLUE Heeler, 4yrs, hit
by van 6am Monday,
Disraeli St, last seen at
Caltex Service Stn
10am. Ph 021 169 4736

MARANGAIROA
C13 TO C16

(OTIKI BLOCKS)
Application to the
Maori Land Court

AGENDA
Constitute an

Ahu Whenua Trust
and appoint

Taharakau Brown,
Tracey Tangihaere,

Rena Kohere,
Hiki Swan.

COURT HEARING
DETAILS: Gisborne

MLC
PANUI No 21

DATE: 27 January
2022

TIME: 12.12pm
Contact:

Lance Rickard
027 667 9936

MEETING OF
OWNERS

TOKOROA A1 26979
Date: Sunday 30th

January 2022
Venue: Ruatoria RSA

Time: 1pm
AGENDA

Karakia
Nomination for

Trustees
Establish a Trust Order

Review of Block

Waikirikiri School
Office will be open to
receive new enrolments
and to sell uniform
requisites as required
from Monday January
24th 2022 onwards.
Office hours will be
from 9am to 12noon.
Students will
commence school on
Thursday 3rd
February, 2022.
We are a dual medium
school, providing
education in English as
well as full immersion
Te Reo ake o Ngati
Porou from new entrant
to Year 8. Hindmarsh
Buses will be providing
the same service with
the same bus route for
Kaiti side. Go Bus
Gisborne will be
providing the same
service with the same
bus route for the town
side.

Nau mai haeremai.

Te Hapara School
welcomes new and
existing students back
to school on Thursday
3rd February 2022 at
8.50am.
The office will be open
for new enrolments on
Thursday 27th January
and Friday 28th January
2022 from 8.30am -
12.30pm.
New entrants require
birth certificate and
copy of immunisation
record on enrolment.

Inquires
Phone 867 4333 or
office@tehapara.

school.nz

GATE Automation,
existing and new, 20
years experience, free
quotes. Call Wolf on
021 660 688 to discuss
your project.
HOUSE plans drawn,
alterations, extensions.
Ph 0273 618 863.

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.
SE CT IO N /paddock
clearing? I have
machine to handle long
grass, scrub, gorse and
similar vegetation up to
20mm thick. Ph 027
4555 964 www.avantst
contracting.com
WANT a fence built or
altered? Paling, iron or
other. Ph Graeme, 021
659 672. Also section
clearing.

Universal Engineering is Gisborne’s
largest Engineering Company with a
supportive team environment. We are on
the hunt for an energetic Engineering
Store/Purchasing Supervisor with a
positive, can-do attitude.

It would be useful to have the following
skills:

•   Ability to forge positive relationships
 with our Suppliers

•   Understands Inventory Controls
•   Proficient with Microsoft Office and

 Confident to learn a new Business
 System.

•   A sense of organisation and pride in
 maintaining a tidy workspace with an
 eye for detail

•   The ability to work both independently
 and in a team environment

•   Understanding of Engineering
 Materials, Fasteners and Hand Tools

•   Good level of physical fitness.
•   Pass a pre employment D&A test

Contact Phil Matthews on
021 0233 5582 or drop CV into

226 Stanley Road

Entertainment

NOTICE BOARD

Meetings

Public Notices

LOST & FOUND

Lost

Work Wanted

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Stand Out
Give your advertisement 

a boost with a 

HIGHLIGHTER

TKKM O HOROUTA 

WANANGA

KAIĀWHINA ORRS –
(Tamaiti Takawātanga)
Kei te rapa he Kaiāwhina e kakama 
ana, e ngākaunui ana ki te tautoko i ngā 
whakaakoranga o te tamaiti 8 te pakeke.   
E tūwhera ana ki ngā akoranga hou me 
te mahitahi me te kaiako, whānau hoki. 
Inā ko koe tēnei - tēna tonoa mai ki te 
imera tono@horoutawananga.school.nz   
Ka tuku i ngā kōrero mo te tamaiti me te 
kura. Rā aukati:  Rāmere 21 o Hanuere 
2022
KAITARI - (1 tūranga)
Kei te rapa he kaitari e taea ana te tautoko 
i ngā mahi ki roto i te kura. Kia Māori 
te reo, Kia manawanui te ngākau ki 
te whakawhiti kōrero,  kia rangimarie 
tonu i ngā wā pēhi.  Me mōhio ano ki 
ngā  pukenga matihiko.  Inā ko koe 
tēnei - tēna tonoa mai ki te imera tono@
horoutawananga.school.nz  Rā aukati:  
Rāmere 21 o Hanuere 2022
KAIHOROI KURA – (1 tūranga)
Cleaning position available, (20hrs) 
per week. Send your interest and CV 
to tono@horoutawananga.school.nz   
Closing date:  Friday 21st January 2022.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO 
THE GROUP MANAGER 
1.0 FTE - PERMANENT

WOMEN, CHILD & YOUTH SERVICES

Are you a high level administrator looking for an 
opportunity to shine and do you have a ‘whatever it 
takes approach'? Are you passionate about making a 
difference in our community and improving equity?

If you think this is you, then please apply for a 
position that offers opportunities to work alongside 
a fantastic team, who strive to enable whānau to 
flourish.

Essential Requirements:

• Proven PA/EA and/or Senior Administration 
skills.

• Exemplary interpersonal skills, including 
listening skills. 

• Excellent written/documentation skills.
• Quick Strategic thinker / Demonstrates advanced 

problem solving skills.
• Ability to lead and work within complex systems 

and processes.
• Adapts well to changing needs and dynamics.
• Excellent Customer Service Skills.
• Proven skills in all Windows based applications.
• An understanding of the Treaty of Waitangi and 

cultural awareness.
• A ’whatever it takes approach’.

Desirable:

• Demonstrates competent technical and 
administrative skills for all relevant DHB based 
systems and applications.

Apply now at  www.hauoratairawhiti.org.nz/careers.

If you would like to discuss this opportunity, 
please contact Nicki Dever on 021 407 404 or 
nicki.dever@tdh.org.nz.

Closing date 28 January 2022.

Apply online www.hauoratairawhiti.org.nz

The District Health Board of Gisborne/Tairawhiti

DIESEL MECHANIC WANTED!

Excellent remuneration (you will be 
pleasantly surprised). Civilised work 
hours – it’s all about work/life balance. 
Company vehicle and phone.

What we are looking for in a team 
member:

•	 Self-motivated	with	a	great	work	ethic,	
adaptable,	can	think	on	your	feet

•	Enjoy	working	 as	part	of	 a	 small	 team	
but can work alone quite happily

•	 Be	 drug	 and	 alcohol-free	 (pre-
employment and random testing are 
done)

•	 An	 awareness	 of	 Health	 &	 Safety	
practices

•	 Ideally	 a	 Class	 5	 licence	 (Training	
Opportunities if you haven’t)

If you think this is a bit of you, then give 
Kev a ring and have a chat. 

Kevin McKay 027 246 3350

EDUCATION 
PROGRAMME LEADER

Manaiakalani

Tūranganui A Kiwa Cluster
Are you an experienced, credible 
educator with a sound understanding of 
effective teaching and learning practice 
and enabling digital technologies?
We are seeking an expert teaching 
practitioner with a good working 
knowledge of raising achievement by 
linking evidence to practice. 
This is an exciting opportunity to be a 
Manaiakalani Education Programme 
Leader supporting schools, teachers, and 
learners in Gisborne as they move to 
digital learning environments.
The successful applicant will join a highly 
collaborative team and be supported to 
develop good working relationships with 
education researchers, ed-tech providers, 
principals and staff.
Facilitation will be in the context of the 
New Zealand curriculum and include 
implementation of the Manaiakalani 
Programme including the Learn Create 
Share pedagogy and visible teaching 
and learning.  Manaiakalani’s PLD 
programme will provide a positive and 
supportive environment. 
Some travel may be required. 
Remuneration will consider skills and 
experience. The appointment will be for 
a fixed term through to December 2023. 
For more information or to request 
the Job Description, please email jo@ 
thinkwrite.co.nz.  
Apply with CV and cover letter by email 
by Friday 11 February 2022 to the 
General Manager, Connext Trust
jo@thinkwrite.co.nz

PAYROLL & ROSTERING SYSTEMS 

ADMINISTRATOR/TRAINEE 
0.8 FTE 

If payroll is your passion and you love to be 
challenged then come and join our payroll team.   
You will be joining a hardworking and supportive 
team that places value on working together to get 
the job done to a high standard.  

The Payroll and Rostering Administrator is an 
important role within our People & Development 
team; providing a comprehensive payroll service 

to Hauora Tairāwhiti. Rest assured you will always 
have challenges and new learning opportunities.

To succeed in this role you will ideally have:

• 2 years+ experience in a payroll role.

• Strong knowledge of payroll specific 
employment legislation and the Holidays Act.

• Payroll system savvy.

• High level of attention to detail and accuracy in 
your work.

• Great communication and relationship skills.

• An ability to work autonomously but still love 
being part of a team.

• Consideration will be given to a junior or trainee 
for the right person.

For more information please contact 
Rachel Tamanui on 06 869 0500 ext 8795.

If you think you have what it takes to hit the 
ground running in this role please apply online 
www.hauoratairawhiti.org.nz/careers. 

Closing date 24 January 2022.

Apply online www.hauoratairawhiti.org.nz

The District Health Board of Gisborne/Tairawhiti
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SCRUBCUTTERS:
Scrubbar & chainsaw
work. 30+ yrs exp. Refs
available. Bookings
essential, 021 1322 849.

OFFICE
MANAGER/RECEPTIONIST

Gisborne Denture Clinic is looking for a
key team member to manage the
Reception and Administration of their
practice. Experience within a Dental or
Denture clinic would be ideal but not
necessary, however, experience with
Office Administration and computer
systems is required.

Tasks will consist of management of
appointments, phone calls, replying to
emails professionally and efficiently,
communication and advertising on all
social media platforms. You must also be
willing to assist with following strict
Covid 19 protocols set out by the NZ
Dental Council including patient
screening, sterilizing and cleaning of the
clinic as required.

The successful applicant must be fully
vaccinated for Covid-19 as per the
healthcare mandate.

The position is Fulltime based on 36
hours a week. Please apply to
gisdent@xtra.co.nz before Friday 4
February 2022.

QUALITY Firewood
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz

G I S B O R N E taxi
shares for sale. Please
ph 027 8450 742.

SUNSHINE
SERVICE

MANAGER
Gisborne’s Transport
Service for Elderly and
Disabled is seeking a
skilled person to Man-
age and Co-ordinate the
Service.
This is a part time role.
4 hrs/day - Monday to
Friday.
The successful appli-
cant will need strong
computer skills in
Excel, Zero and
Microsoft Word.
If you would like to
work with an out-
standing team of
volunteers, an appli-
cation pack can be
obtained from the
Chairman of Manage-
ment Committee by
email on:

ilfratrust@gmail.com

TEESDALE ORCHARD
IS now open.
Nectarines, peaches,
plums, apples, toma-
toes, sweetcorn, squash
pumpkins, and much
more. Back Ormond
Rd. Open 7 days.
Eftpos available.

EXERCYCLE. Ph 06
867 4407, 027 500 3320

3 POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

SPORTS (& EVENTS)
COORDINATOR
30 hours per week,
School Terms only.

Are you:
•  Passionate about

sport
•  Organised
•  Wanting to foster

sport with teenagers
LIBRARIAN

35 hours per week,
School Terms only

Are you:
•  Passionate about

reading and research
•  Organised
•  Wanting to foster

reading and research
with teenagers

•  IT savvy
TEACHER AIDE
27 hours per week,
School Terms only.

Are you:
•  Passionate about

helping students to
reach their potential

•  Organised, tolerant,
kind and adaptable

All positions to start
ASAP.
To apply please send
your CV to philip.
r o w l a n d @ c a m p i o n
college.school.nz.
Phil Rowland
Deputy Principal

C U R T A I N S pair
autumn tones 150x220,
$25, sea green colour
210 x 210 $25 and 210
x 140 $10 pair, egg
beater, two bowls, goes
well $50 the lot. Ph 863
0010.
TILES (Michelangelo)
box fulls $150 per box.
Ph 868 1591.

WANTED:
UTES AND SUVs

CASH PAID
Phone Tyler, Enterprise

027 728 2472

G I R L ’ S 18-spd
mountain bike $50;
girl’s Neo 24" 7-spd
mountain bike $50;
Android smart watch
$80; 2x childs scooters
$20 pair; mini essential
spray tanning machine
$40; men’s watches
from $10 to $30 each,
ladies watches $20
each, mirror with shell
around outside $15;
girls 12" pavement bike
$15; giant road race
triathlon bike $300
firm, child’s care seat
$20; child’s bike $15.
No txt ph 021 028
79311.

NEW born baby boy
mixed clothing with
Huggies Dri nites
pyjama pant for boys
also nappy pants walker
13-18 kg plus toddler
nappies 10-14kg $50
the lot, womens ass.
clothing $50 the lot. Ph
863 0010.
SAND filter and pump
for large pool, plus
some attachments, $100
ono. Ph 06 862 2061.
SHIMANO 18spd girls
bike, plus helmet and
lock vgc $60 the lot;
ladies summer shoes,
size 8 $30 for 3 pairs.
Ph 863 0010.

HOT sexy blonde talk
live. Ph 0900-44-666.
$3.99+GST pm. (R18)

HYDRALADA’S for
hire, $65/day. Ph 0274
485 188.

DRINK drive/criminal
lawyer. Strong defence.
Ph/text 022 048 9086.

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

For Sale Fruit and 

Produce

Wanted to Buy

Readers
Bargains

Cars Wanted Cars Wanted

Farm Services Farm Services

AT YOUR SERVICE

Adult

Entertainment

Hire

Trade

Services

Readers
Bargains

Readers
Bargains

You can sell 
anything by 
advertising

Classifieds 869 0601

Business 869 0616

Secret Squirrel
Let us collect responses 
to your advertisements.

Only $7.00 (incl GST) 
for 30 days. 

Ask about Herald box 
numbers.

ph 869 0601

1
2

Frequency Discount

3
Repeat your line advertisement on  

consecutive days to take advantage of 

our frequency discounts

ph 869 0601

Focus On 

The Land
Wednesdays and 
Saturdays in your 
Gisborne Herald

Stand 

Out
Give your 

advertisement 
a boost with a 

highlighter
For only $9.00 extra

(incl GST)

ph 869 0601

Having 
a garage 

sale 
Saturday?

Deadline to 
advertise is 

2pm Thursday.

JUNIOR SCIENCE TEACHER

We require a fixed-term, part-time teacher 
(FTTE UP TO 0.48 / 12hrs) for 2022 to join 
our well-resourced, experienced Science 
faculty. NZ teacher registration is required. 
Also please state senior science subjects. 
Our school is focused on success for all our 
students. Starting date, 28 January 2022 
(negotiable).
Applications close 3pm, Thursday 27 January 
2022.  Applications with CV and application 
form should be addressed to The Principal, 
Gisborne Girls’ High School, PO Box 249, 
Gisborne 4040 or emailed to info@gghs.
school.nz
Jan Kumar
Principal

GROUNDSPERSON

Part-time, 20 hours per week
Start Date: 28/1/2022 (negotiable)

We are seeking an experienced Groundsperson 
to work with our property team to maintain 
and develop our grounds. Current Driver’s 
Licence essential. Knowledge of plants and 
current Gro-safe certificate an advantage 
as is knowledge of OSH standards and 
requirements.

Applications close 4pm, Monday 24 January 
2022. Applications with CV should be 
addressed to The Principal, Gisborne Girls’ 
High School, emailed on info@gghs.school.
nz

Jan Kumar
Principal

Scale A,  Position 
Rumaki Unit - Level 1 
Immersion (Years 6-8 
class). (Fixed Term 
with a possibility of be- 
coming Permanent ).
Te Kura Reo Rua o 
Waikirikiri is a vibrant, 
future focussed school 
that strives to support 
our students to achieve 
academic, cultural  and 
wellbeing excellence. 
We seek a highly 
motivated, versatile and 
energetic teacher with 
recent successful teach- 
ing experiences to join 
our team.

Important attributes 
include a strong 
work ethic, in-depth 
curriculum knowledge, 
and a willingness to 
work as a part of a 
collaborative team 
within flexible learning 
spaces. 
Must have knowledge 
of Māori medium 
methodology, fluent 
speaker of Te Reo 
Maori and be culturally 
responsive.

Strengths in Mathe- 
matics, Literacy, the 
Arts as well as in 
integration of Digital 
technology approach 
at this level will be an 
advantage.

Closing date for 
applications is on the 
5th February 2022.

Please send a CV and 
letter of application to :

The Principal
Yolanda Julies

Email: principal@
waikirikiri.school.nz

Tel: 06 868 8297

SONRISE 
CHRISTIAN 

SCHOOL

Fixed Term – Year 7-8 
teacher required for a 
0.4 position starting
3rd February 2022.

Must be able to work 
within the Special 

Character of our school

Email principal@
sonrise.school.nz with 
CV for more details

EAST COAST RURAL 
SUPPORT TRUST-
Tairawhiti/Wairoa

Regional Committee

The East Coast Rural Support Trust 
is a charitable trust which provides 
an independent, free-of-charge and 
confidential service to assist rural people 
experiencing personal, financial or 
adverse event difficulties.
We are seeking Expressions of Interest 
from people interested in being a member 
of the Tairawhiti/Wairoa Regional team.
The role as a member of the Regional 
Committee is to work with the 
Tairawhiti/Wairoa Region Trustee(s) 
and Co-ordinator to plan, develop and 
support implementation of the activities 
of the Trust across the Tairawhiti/Wairoa 
Region.  The area served by the Trust 
is all of Gisborne District and Wairoa 
District North of the Mohaka River.  
Members of the Regional Committee are 
not expected to undertake any one-on-one 
interaction with clients of the Trust – that 
work is undertaken by the Co-ordinator, 
and any Facilitators that the Trust may 
from time to time appoint. 
Supporting people in rural communities 
to be strong and resilient is at the heart 
of the work of the Trust.  We aim to be 
the trusted service that people in rural 
communities approach in time of need.  
The values we need to demonstrate, and 
which are required across our work are 
empathy, courage, resourcefulness and 
trust.
This is a voluntary position.
A job description is available from and 
applications emailed to the Tairawhiti/
Wairoa District Trustee, Patrick Willock 
pwillock@xtra.co.nz
Applications close on 31st January 2022
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PH 06 868 4581 OPEN 7 DAYS

ENTERPRISE MOTOR GROUP

G
LA

D
S

TO
N

E
 R

O
A

D

ROEBUCK RD

KEVIN HOLLIS

OUTLET
CENTRE

Denver Chetty

027 288 3886

Aaron Williamson

022 625 5779

*All contracts subject to fi nance company approval. During the no repayment period for three months interest runs from the commencement date and is capitalised monthly through the repayment period. This offer does not apply to any other Specials/Sales 
promotions. 4 Year warranty is available with purchase cost for petrol is $1795 Diesel $2295 and does not apply to taxis, couriers or rentals. An $100 excess for petrol and a $300 excess for turbo or Diesel vehicles. All fi nance contracts include a $375 establishment 
fee and a $5 monthly account fee. ORC (on road costs) $495 includes plates, 6 month rego, service, W.O.F and groom. This offer expires 5pm 26/01/22.

WWW.ENTERPRISEGISBORNE.CO.NZ

OPEN

DAY
S

7

GET

$500 
FUEL VOUCHER 

ON THIS VEHICLE

Petrol, auto, 6 seater

2019 NISSAN NV350

$32,185
REDUCED

$9478
6 TO 

CHOOSE 

FROM

4 TO 

CHOOSE 

FROM

+ 

ORC

GET

$500 
FUEL VOUCHER 

ON THIS VEHICLE

GET

$500 
FUEL VOUCHER 

ON THIS VEHICLE

Auto, alloys, economy plus

2012 MAZDA DEMIO

REDUCED

GET

$500 
FUEL VOUCHER 

ON THIS VEHICLE

7 seater, auto, 
alloys, 

electric doors

HONDA ELYSION

+ 

ORC

GET

$500 
FUEL VOUCHER 

ON THIS VEHICLE

2.4 litre, 7 seats, 
alloys

HONDA ODYSSEY ABSOLUTE

GET

$500 
FUEL VOUCHER 

ON THIS VEHICLE

$6467
REDUCED

Auto, air conditioning, 
economical

TOYOTA FIELDER

6467
REDUCED

REDUCED

Double cab, 6 speed manual, 
canopy, 

roof racks

2016 FORD RANGER

REDUCED

2016 FORD RANGER

$34,990

 TO REDUCED

HONDA ELYSION

$5776 $8766

+ 

ORC



Riccarton - Canterbury races at Riccarton  Thursday  Jetbet 6  TAB Doubles 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddies 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8  PL6 3-8

1 Riccarton Pk Function Ctre 1.22
 $12,000, maiden, 2000m

 1 6s925 Listenlikethieves  (11)  58.5 52  
    D Bothamley 
 2 25s97 Fort William h (1)  58.5 51  B Murray 
 3 37645 Kenki  (4)  58.5 50  J Laking 
 4 59269 Red Sunday  (3)  58.5 50  C Johnson 
 5 96837 Telling Tales bh (6)  58.5 50  K Asano (a)
 6 9605 Grandiloquent  (5)  58.5 47  K Williams 
 7 0s900 Pentesla  (13)  58.5 45  T Moseley 
 8 28052 No Rigmarole  (12)  56.5 54  K Mudhoo 
 9 0s432 Page Three h (10)  56.5 53  
    K Chowdhoory (a1)
 10 04755 Royal Khan  (8)  56.5 49   (a1)
 11 84708 Diceland h (7)  56.5 45  R Mudhoo (a1)
 12 00s7 Idle Lady h (2)  56.5 45  T Comignaghi 
 13 07 Princess Nala  (9)  56.5 45  T Jonker 

2 Punters Challenge 9 April 1.57
 $12,000, maiden, 1600m

 1 35672 Mr Ghibson bh (13)  58.5 53  J Lowry 
 2 788 Snitzel Vancrumb h (10)  58.5 45  
    D Bothamley 
 3 0 Espresso To Go  (5)  57 46  R Cuneen 
 4 80 Tawhirimatea  (9)  57 45  J Laking 
 5 73254 Folktale h (3)  56.5 53  R Mudhoo (a1)
 6 Ls892 Mianna h (6)  56.5 52  T Comignaghi 
 7 52 Santiago Miss  (7)  56.5 52  K Mudhoo 
 8 s7072 Sweet Lilly h (1)  56.5 52  G Jogoo 
 9 08036 Drumisle  (8)  56.5 50   (a3)
 10 0s044 Theunnamedfeeling h (2)  56.5 50  
    T Moseley 
 11 0s40 Chavela h (16)  56.5 49   (a1)
 12 s0740 Poser h (4)  56.5 49  K Asano (a)
 13 57 Prima Donna h (12)  56.5 46  K Williams 
 14 s0578 Empress Qi  (15)  56.5 45  L Callaway 
 15 35s78 Craving  (11)  55 53  A Balloo 
 16 90 Zaweela  (14)  55 45  BB Hong 

3 Karaka  7-12 March 2.32
 $12,000, maiden, 1200m

 1 46s34 Easyrider bh (9)  58.5 53  
    K Chowdhoory (a1)
 2 20s65 In Heaven h (7)  58.5 50   (a1)
 3 8 Raghallaigh  (5)  58.5 45  L Callaway 
 4 6 Tomyturbo h (1)  57 46  K Asano (a)
 5 9s8 Show Us Plenty  (12)  57 45  
    Y Atchamah (a4)
 6 0s782 Dubai Lady h (4)  56.5 52  K Williams 
 7 8000s Inheritance  (13)  56.5 47  T Moseley 
 8 0s8 Heads Up  (8)  56.5 45  G Jogoo 

 9 40806 More Pzazz  (3)  56.5 45  C Johnson 
 10 490 Champagne Gold h (2)  55 48  B Murray 
 11 5s Mia Sorella  (6)  55 47  R Mudhoo (a1)
 12 08s5 Reputabelle h (10)  55 47  T Comignaghi 
 13 07 Whata Shambles h (11)  55 45  K Mudhoo 

4 Peter & Helen Cordner 3.07
 $12,000, maiden, 1200m

 1 s2863 Postcode Envy h (1)  58.5 51  
    T Comignaghi 
 2 86s Natural Momentum  (10)  58.5 46  
    Y Atchamah (a4)
 3 062 Sport Mode  (7)  57 52  C Johnson 
 4 07 Galibier  (5)  57 47  R Mudhoo (a1)
 5 6 Savvy Boy h (12)  57 46   (a1)
 6 59s89 Copy That h (13)  57 45  
    K Chowdhoory (a1)
 7 080s4 Chamonix  (4)  56.5 50  A Balloo 
 8 000s0 Areyouokay h (9)  56.5 45  Brandon May 
 9 s530s Swiss ‘n’ Giggles h (2)  55 51  B Murray 
 10 5L Tadita  (11)  55 47  K Asano (a)
 11  Green Eggs And Ham h (8)  55 45   (a3)
 12  In Vegas  (3)  55 45  K Mudhoo 
 13 0 Lipa Mala h (6)  55 45  K Williams 

5 A & L Browne Bloodstock 3.42
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1200m

 1 0s14 Onceaconner td (14)  59 63  J Lowry 
 2 014s8 Are There d (11)  58 61  Y Atchamah (a4)
 3 s0763 He’s Ready dh (5)  57 59  K Asano (a)
 4 90L0s Straight Sets tdmh (12)  56.5 58   
 5 s9038 Our Rosette tdh (4)  56 61  
    K Chowdhoory (a1)
 6 45642 Vino Bella h (7)  56 61  T Moseley 

 7 s3909 Ceddy Smith tdh (1)  56 57   (a1)
 8 88956 Selfie dh (3)  56 57  K Mudhoo 
 9 50031 Zacat dm (6)  55 62  C Johnson 
 10 s0s06 Fame Shines  (10)  55 55  L Callaway 
 11 7080s Harleen Quinzel m (13)  54.5 58   
 12 0s347 Medalza dmh (9)  54.5 58  K Williams 
 13 300s6 Papagena tdm (8)  54.5 58   (a3)
 14 s7006 Lovebug  (2)  54 55  T Comignaghi 

6 Ford Contracting 4.17
 $12,000, rating 74 benchmark, 1400m

 1 01051 Linedanceking d (8)  59 71  A Balloo 
 2 05622 Harbourside tdh (1)  58.5 70  K Williams 
 3 00808 Pullyoursocksup dh (2)  57.5 72  
    T Comignaghi 
 4 83205 Street Fightin Man t (3)  57.5 68  
    K Asano (a)
 5 11s Strike Force tdh (9)  57.5 68  J Laking 
 6 30758 Yamuna tdh (5)  57 71   (a3)
 7 00840 Hee’s Our Secret tdh (6)  57 67  T Moseley 
 8 0s484 Feelin’ Fancy dh (7)  55.5 68  
    K Chowdhoory (a1)
 9 57217 Shanghai Express dmh (4)  55 67   (a1)

7 Speight’s 4.52
 $12,000, rating 74 benchmark, 2000m

 1 32319 Letsbringiton td (13)  60.5 75  G Jogoo 
 2 12035 Original Gangster tm (9)  60.5 75  
    J Laking 
 3 44023 Volvik t (4)  56.5 71  K Williams 
 4 63214 Are You Cereal d (12)  56.5 67  
    Brandon May 
 5 03131 Kristofferson h (10)  56.5 67   (a3)
 6 07531 Saigon Hot Night  (14)  56.5 67  K Mudhoo 

 7 s4779 Panzer th (11)  55 64  K Chowdhoory (a1)
 8 75129 Polar Night  (8)  54.5 67  T Comignaghi 
 9 05627 Too Ferlaxed t (1)  54 62  K Asano (a)
 10 69954 Oceans Away tdm (15)  54 59  C Johnson 
 11 79s07 Ekstrememiss d (2)  54 58  T Moseley 
 12 70508 Goodonyamate h (3)  54 58  
    R Mudhoo (a1)
 13 s0085 Vague d (6)  54 56   
 14 s0764 Colorado Miss t (7)  54 55  A Balloo 
 15 60s79 Last Letter  (5)  54 55   

8 Racecourse Hotel & Lodge 5.27
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1600m

 1 36995 Awatane d (2)  59 63  T Moseley 
 2 s0096 El Bee Jack tdh (11)  58 61  J Laking 
 3 31002 Vardon Road h (5)  57.5 64  B Murray 
 4 60s07 Skaaboom td (13)  57 63  L Callaway 
 5 09746 Just Tickety Boo t (1)  57 59  K Kwo 
 6 s875P Amazon Goddess t (14)  56.5 62  A Balloo 
 7 5s106 Cheekini h (6)  56.5 62   (a1)
 8 0s19 Second Thought h (15)  56.5 62  
    K Mudhoo 
 9 s9586 Vulture Street h (8)  56.5 58  K Williams 
 10 83600 Float td (9)  56 61  G Jogoo 
 11 s0710 Just A Promiss tdh (12)  56 61   
 12 9s420 Mistletoe dm (10)  56 61  C Johnson 
 13 54166 Royal Wings dh (4)  56 61  
    K Chowdhoory (a1)
 14 s8490 She’s Recommended  (17)  55 59  
    BB Hong 
 15 9s746 Sure Is td (7)  54.5 58  T Comignaghi 
 16 88798 Shock Prospect h (16)  54 56  K Asano (a)
 17 00s08 Maidinthemist m (3)  54 55  
    R Mudhoo (a1)

Selections
Race 1: NO RIGMAROLE, PAGE THREE, TELLING TALES

Race 2: SANTIAGO MISS, FOLKTALE, THEUNNAMEDFEELING

Race 3: MIA SORELLA, TOMYTURBO, DUBAI LADY

Race 4: POSTCODE ENVY, TADITA, GALIBIER

Race 5: ONCEACONNER, ZACAT, OUR ROSETTE

Race 6: STREET FIGHTIN MAN, HARBOURSIDE,  

 FEELIN’ FANCY

Race 7: POLAR NIGHT, ORIGINAL GANGSTER, VOLVIK

Race 8: MISTLETOE, SECOND THOUGHT, VARDON ROAD

 Legend: T – Won at track. C – Won at this distance on this course. D – Won at this distance on another course. M – Won in slow or heavy going. B – Beaten favourite at last start. H – Trained on track. N – Won at  
 night. S – Spell of three months. F – Fell. P – Pulled up. L – Lost rider. TV – Featured on Trackside TV. 

Waikato Bay of Plenty harness at Cambridge  Thursday  Jetbet 7  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 8-9-10  Q. 2-3-4-5, 7-8-9-10  PL6 5-10

1 Barrett Homes Trot 5.51
$9000, r49 stand, 2700m

 1 32216 Mocca Francy  (Fr) 1 T Mitchell 
 2 25498 Winners Time  (Fr) 2 A Neal 
 3 977P9 Kristofferson  (Fr) 3 A Poutama 
 4 44s19 Dellario  (Fr) 4 K Marshall 
 5 30858 Pearlspur  (Fr) 5 N Chilcott 
 6 62263 Safrakova  (Fr) 6 L Chin 
 7 87898 Haka Pride  (Fr) 7 A Pyers 
 8 — Reign SCRATCHED

 9 P7003 B K Merlot  (Fr) U1 C Jamieson 

 10 6s674 My Hope  (Fr) U2 D Balle 
 11 08241 Merkel  (Fr) U3 M W White 
 12 s80s0 Sir Henry Castleton  (Fr) U4 A Harrison (J)
 13 86879 Doris Rae  (Fr) U5 A Matthews 
 14 48s06 Flying Scotsman  (Fr) U6 D Butcher 

2 Dunstan Horsefeeds Pace 6.16
$9000, non-winners 3yo+. mobile, 2200m

 1 64657 Fascinate  (Fr) 1 J Abernethy 
 2 49s70 Lieutenant Arden  (Fr) 2 J Stormont 
 3 47 Selena  (Fr) 3 T Cameron 
 4 85754 Artful Living  (Fr) 4 S Phelan 
 5 04 Destiny’s Child  (Fr) 5 B Butcher 
 6 873 Hellofasportstar  (Fr) 6 S Abernethy 
 7  Lifes A Cabaret  (Fr) 7  (J)
 8  Nemo Bandeira  (Fr) 8 T Mitchell 
 9 9287 Whiz On Bye  (Fr) 21 Z Butcher 
 10 54036 Major Grace  (Fr) 22 M McKendry 
 11  Caulfield  (Fr) 23 D Butcher 
 12 6945 Taste Of Diamonds  (Fr) 24 P Ferguson 

3 Revell Douglas Jun Drvr 6.41
$9000, 4yo+ r35-r54, w/c. jun.d mobile, 
2200m

 1 s5327 Tennessee Honey  (Fr) 1  (J)
 2 419s6 Supersede  (Fr) 2  (J)
 3 85346 Chris Kyle  (Fr) 3  (J)
 4 40s25 The Sportsman  (Fr) 4 A Harrison (J)
 5 470s9 Lord Verde  (Fr) 5  (J)
 6 59s30 Sunset Red  (Fr) 6  (J)

 7 21149 Susie Reignmaker  (Fr) 7 N Delany (J)
 8 11 Wild Card  (Fr) 8  (J)

4 Cambridge Homes Pace 7.06
$9000, non-winners 3yo+. mobile, 2200m

 1  Our Tui Louie  (Fr) 1 P Ferguson 
 2  Crusader  (Fr) 2 D Butcher 
 3 68 Princess Leia  (Fr) 3 B Mangos 
 4 0 Frankie J Holden  (Fr) 4 T Mitchell 
 5 — Arden’s Illusion SCRATCHED

 6 58322 Bet On The Tiger  (Fr) 5 Z Butcher 
 7 890 Constance Claire  (Fr) 6 S Abernethy 
 8 79 Betterthandiva  (Fr) 7 M McKendry 
 9 48569 Sharkine  (Fr) 21  (J)
 10 04652 Letsgodancing  (Fr) 22 B Butcher 
 11 95756 Carse O Fern Cully  (Fr) 23 D Ferguson 

5 Cambridge Gold Cup Ht 2 7.31
$10,000, r65. mobile, 2200m

 1 16261 Greatest Showman  (Fr) 1 S Doody 
 2 s3421 Jaccka Cooper  (Fr) 2 D Ferguson 
 3 51556 M T Pockets  (Fr) 3 A Poutama 
 4 13634 Cya Art  (Fr) 4 B Butcher 
 5 2766s Outlaw Man  (Fr) 5 D Butcher 
 6 22311 Optical Illusion  (Fr) 6 M W White 
 7 29837 Brookies Jaffa  (Fr) 7 S Abernethy 
 8 97950 Rough And Ready  (Fr) 8 A Harrison (J)
 9 22117 Waitforever  (Fr) 21 T Mitchell 
 10 44133 Ohoka Achilles  (Fr) 22 O Gillies 
 11 62712 Ace Strike  (Fr) 23 Z Butcher 
 12 25821 Folklore  (Fr) 24 J Cox 

6 Camb Gold Cup Hcp Trot 7.56
$10,000, r51-r81 discretionary handicap 
stand, 2700m

 1 34306 Lexi T  (Fr) 1 J Stormont 
 2 8sP89 Berrylicious Babe  (Fr) 2 T Mitchell 
 3 26248 Alana  (Fr) 3 N Delany (J)
 4 71717 Thank You  (Fr) 4 B Butcher 
 5 31261 Break Free  (10) 1 P Ferguson 
 6 53754 The Hulk  (10) U1 J Abernethy 
 7 98901 Son Of Patrick  (20) 1  (J)
 8 11154 Delson  (55) U1 D Ferguson 

7 Proteam Bop Painters Pace 8.21
$9000, 3yo+ r48-r54. mobile, 2200m

 1 46438 Louie The Punter  (Fr) 1 M McKendry 
 2 86226 Rocknroll Roulette  (Fr) 2 Z Butcher 
 3 70s18 Toodaloolou  (Fr) 3 S McCaffrey 
 4 12114 I’llavabubbles  (Fr) 4 D Ferguson 
 5 33531 Mitch  (Fr) 5 B Butcher 
 6 14687 Tasman Tempest  (Fr) 6 P Ferguson 
 7 6600s We Have A Mach Two  (Fr) 7 J Stormont 
 8 26469 Cha Cha B  (Fr) 8  (J)

8 Barrett Homes Pace 8.46
$9000, 3yo+ r46-r47,r48 w/c. mobile, 2200m

 1 04804 Hezashadowplaya  (Fr) 1 A Poutama 
 2 41386 Lady La Salle  (Fr) 2 J Crawford (J)
 3 16037 Dalvey Robyn  (Fr) 3  
 4 31362 Clymenus  (Fr) 4 M W White 

 5 6910 Wheres The Gold  (Fr) 5 D Butcher 

 6 14664 Aiming For Glory  (Fr) 6 B Butcher 

 7 78957 Shezsomethinspecial  (Fr) 7 A Harrison (J)

 8 16350 Call Security  (Fr) 8 J Abernethy 

 9 07s06 Toni Street  (Fr) 21 S Abernethy 

 10 60033 Idealingold  (Fr) 22 P Ferguson 

9 Agrowquip Pace 9.11
$9000, r45. mobile, 2200m

 1 85s00 Crimson Rain  (Fr) 1 D Ferguson 

 2 09654 Alexis Rocket  (Fr) 2 P Ferguson 

 3 65500 Berani  (Fr) 3 T Hall 

 4 66569 Melody’s Mischief  (Fr) 4 F Schumacher 

 5 72P84 Northview Peg  (Fr) 5 M W White 

 6 58810 Heza Player  (Fr) 6 J Robinson 

 7 14936 Little Suzie  (Fr) 7 B Butcher 

 8 25197 Lilliburlero  (Fr) 8 K Marshall 

 9 34869 Greenback Boogie  (Fr) 21  (J)

 10 32300 Maya Angelou  (Fr) 22 A Poutama 

10 Black Dog Furniture Trot 9.37
$9000, non-winners 3yo+ stand, 2200m

 1 5927 Valegro  (Fr) 1 D McGowan 

 2  Run Forest Run  (Fr) 2 L Neal 

 3 45305 Debbie Lee Galleon  (Fr) 3 O Gillies 

 4 07793 Presidents Topshot  (Fr) U1  (J)

 5 76686 Sonsofthemerch  (Fr) U2 T Hall 

 6 3s00 Chelsea Hotel  (Fr) U3 M McKendry 

 7 6P550 Sly Punter  (Fr) U4 Z Butcher 

Selections
Race 1: MY HOPE, DELLARIO, B K MERLOT

Race 2: LIEUTENANT ARDEN, CAULFIELD, SELENA

Race 3: WILD CARD, SUPERSEDE, THE SPORTSMAN

Race 4: BET ON THE TIGER, CRUSADER, BETTERTHANDIVA

Race 5: FOLKLORE, OUTLAW MAN, OPTICAL ILLUSION

Race 6: SON OF PATRICK, DELSON, BREAK FREE

Race 7: I’LLAVABUBBLES, LOUIE THE PUNTER, MITCH

Race 8: AIMING FOR GLORY, TONI STREET, DALVEY ROBYN

Race 9: LITTLE SUZIE, NORTHVIEW PEG, MAYA ANGELOU

Race 10: VALEGRO, RUN FOREST RUN,  

 PRESIDENTS TOPSHOT

Christchurch greys at Addington  Thursday  Jetbet 9  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 7-8-9, 10-11-12  Q. 2-3-4-5, 9-10-11-12  PL6 7-12

1 The Fitz Sports Bar Feature 4.43
 $6300, C1, final, 520m

 1 54234 Iced Mocha 31.33 Lisa Waretini
 2 65654 Zipping Marlin nwtd Craig Roberts
 3 54413 Diamond Rosette nwtd Malcolm Grant
 4 12722 Opawa Duchess 30.61 Lisa Waretini
 5 46362 Captain Tim 30.86 Sharon Hindson
 6 43283 Rosa Jewel 30.74 Craig Roberts
 7 26251 Double Major 30.41 Malcolm Grant
 8 47621 Uncle Frank 30.89 Howard Anderton
EMERGENCIES:
 9 72553 Know Keratic nwtd Garry Cleeve
 10 68845 Nalaya Bale 30.42 Craig Roberts

2 Active Electrical C'church 5.01
 $5800, C3, 295m

 1 44412 St Andrews 17.33 J M Lane
 2 11322 Kirkby 17.18 Calum Weir
 3 41621 Hustle Ace 17.44 Norman Wanhalla
 4 53114 Homebush Fanta 17.15 John McInerney
 5 12111 Six Pack Nugget 17.27 Ashley Bradshaw
 6 22413 Homebush Peach 17.29 John McInerney
 7 72111 Smash Ready 17.35 Malcolm Grant
 8 22231 Amuri Luck 17.40 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 22235 Jocelyn 17.18 Janine McCook
 10 14721 Homebush Macho 17.42 John McInerney

3 Clarkson’s Sign Studio 5.18
 $6100, C4, 295m

 1 61222 Taieri Taylee 16.86 Ray Casey
 2 11417 Master Porthos 17.10 Anthony Hart
 3 32141 Barber Cubed 17.24 Janine McCook
 4 71118 Alternate Shot 17.25 Anthony Hart
 5 32115 Mable Jewel 17.06 Craig Roberts
 6 61621 Regal Valiant 17.31 Richard Breen
 7 12422 Rose Thorn 17.52 Richard Breen
 8 65313 Tweet About It 17.25 Anthony Hart
EMERGENCIES:
 9 38421 Impressive Sonic 17.36 John McInerney
 10 45513 Mine Hunter 17.21 Janine McCook

4 Real Pet Foods Rolleston 5.44
 $6600, C2, final, 520m

 1 22131 Calculated Risk 30.33 Ashley Bradshaw
 2 65873 My Curly 30.22 Lisa Waretini
 3 82172 Opawa Rowan 30.44 Robin Wales
 4 33214 Longshanks 30.12 Ashley Bradshaw
 5 24224 Black Stockings 30.45 Ashley Bradshaw
 6 36452 Run Run Rover 30.22 Ashley Bradshaw
 7 55731 Know Account 30.06 Garry Cleeve

 8 41823 Goldstar Darwin 30.26 Riley Evans
EMERGENCIES:
 9 12765 Nighthawk Fancy 30.38 Matt Roberts
 10 22475 Fear All Taniwha 30.49 Ray Casey

5 Thursday Place Pick 6.08
 $7000, C3, 520m

 1 34466 Money Spinner 29.93 Craig Roberts
 2 34514 Carlos Jewel 30.24 Craig Roberts
 3 21815 Go Johnny Go 30.19 Matt Roberts
 4 65432 Willene Bale 30.30 Craig Roberts
 5 51575 Humbling 29.97 J & D Fahey
 6 26311 Palesa Bale 30.00 Craig Roberts
 7 1321T Opawa Goat 30.14 J & D Fahey
 8 51725 Beau View Winnie 30.75 J M Lane
EMERGENCIES:
 9 34367 Opawa Nut 30.19 J & D Fahey
 10 17665 Claws In Marvel 30.28 Matt Roberts

6 American Warrior @ Stud 6.32
 $7000, C5, 295m

 1 374F1 Trousseau 17.00 Jason Dunn
 2 11125 Big Time Prada nwtd Lisa Cole
 3 71145 Curve Crusher 17.22 Ashley Bradshaw
 4 21261 Nevada Phil 16.97 J & D Fahey
 5 72116 Young Romeo 17.24 Richard Breen
 6 11323 Made The Cut 17.20 Anthony Hart
 7 55243 Miss Adobe 17.11 Matt Roberts
 8 11452 Portelli Punk 17.07 Calum Weir
EMERGENCIES:
 9 11626 Nova Rapide 17.17 Ashley Bradshaw
 10 47514 Diamond Harmony 17.10 Malcolm Grant

7 Hart Family Racing 6.57
 $7700, C4, 520m

 1 12758 Diamond Warrior 30.48 Malcolm Grant
 2 37216 Opawa Wayne 30.00 J & D Fahey

 3 47544 Best Ball 29.75 Anthony Hart
 4 66155 Not Even Owl nwtd Lisa Cole
 5 75357 It’s A Babe 30.17 J & D Fahey
 6 84263 Epic Cruze 30.19 Janine McCook
 7 23212 Bahati Bale 30.03 Craig Roberts
 8 45561 Opawa Harper 30.14 J & D Fahey
EMERGENCIES:
 9 37376 Opawa Anita 30.22 J & D Fahey
 10 18388 Allegro Mars nwtd Lisa Cole

8 Selwyn-rakaia Vet Services 7.22
 $8500, C5, 520m

 1 12111 Talbingo Bale 29.81 Craig Roberts
 2 14356 Big Time Panda nwtd Lisa Cole
 3 51435 Nangar Ridge nwtd Lisa Cole
 4 25678 Tokyo Bird 29.89 Craig Roberts
 5 61322 Raja Bale 29.85 Craig Roberts
 6 22424 Dembe 30.13 J & D Fahey
 7 73743 Know Grizzles 30.27 Garry Cleeve
 8 18664 Smooth Step 30.18 Malcolm Grant

9 Suck It Up Ltd Breeders Stks 7.41
 $30,000, Group 1, R/A, final, 520m

 1 82532 Mandy Jewel 30.27 Craig Roberts
 2 11112 Chatty Mavis 30.32 J & D Fahey
 3 61112 Opawa Superstar 29.82 J & D Fahey
 4 61121 Charlotte Lu 29.99 Anthony Hart
 5 15611 Opawa Chrissy 30.02 J & D Fahey
 6 61421 Milky Tea 30.14 J & D Fahey
 7 36313 Goldstar Butters 30.36 Riley Evans
 8 21633 Nighthawk Jet 30.27 Matt Roberts
EMERGENCIES:
 9 18653 Claws In Rambo 30.80 Matt Roberts
 10 31324 Call The Tune 30.35 Malcolm Grant

10 Springston Htl Harding Cup 8.06
 $15,000, C5, final, 295m

 1 35531 Fairly Able 17.24 J & D Fahey

 2 11521 Goldstar Portia 17.17 Riley Evans

 3 64112 Amuri Andy 17.21 John McInerney

 4 725s1 La Rochelle 17.16 Jason Dunn

 5 31112 Opawa Ranger 17.14 J & D Fahey

 6 81872 Hilton Hope 17.06 Bruce Dann

 7 12111 Homebush Sirius 17.02 John McInerney

 8 21512 Victoria Lu 17.13 Anthony Hart

EMERGENCIES:

 9 55243 Miss Adobe 17.11 Matt Roberts

 10 11323 Made The Cut 17.20 Anthony Hart

11 Camside Stud Sockburn Cup 8.31
 $15,000, C2, distance, 732m

 1 72676 Know Denying nwtd Garry Cleeve

 2 56565 Mayhem Made nwtd Ashley Bradshaw

 3 36484 Nighthawk Wish 43.78 Matt Roberts

 4 11111 Know Keeper 43.44 Garry Cleeve

 5 — Vacant Box Five SCRATCHED

 6 53453 Nighthawk Style nwtd Matt Roberts

 7 23125 Claws In Leo 44.15 Matt Roberts

 8 26444 Student Loan 42.92 J & D Fahey

12 Racing Again 21 January  8.56
 $7000, C5, 295m

 1 12511 Homebush Archie 17.29 John McInerney

 2 13551 Goldstar Shaggy 17.12 Riley Evans

 3 63236 Taieri Missile 17.02 Ray Casey

 4 2114s Bolty 16.69 Anthony Hart

 5 53534 Pitch Mark 17.05 Anthony Hart

 6 52816 Big Time Brie 17.11 Lisa Cole

 7 33134 Thrilling Millie 17.19 Calum Weir

 8 67411 Monty Mad Hammer 17.00 Ashley Bradshaw

EMERGENCIES:

 9 11626 Nova Rapide 17.17 Ashley Bradshaw

 10 47514 Diamond Harmony 17.10 Malcolm Grant

Selections
Race 1: DOUBLE MAJOR, OPAWA DUCHESS,  

 DIAMOND ROSETTE

Race 2: KIRKBY, SIX PACK NUGGET, ST ANDREWS

Race 3: MASTER PORTHOS, TAIERI TAYLEE,  

 ALTERNATE SHOT

Race 4: KNOW ACCOUNT, CALCULATED RISK,  

 OPAWA ROWAN

Race 5: PALESA BALE, OPAWA GOAT, MONEY SPINNER

Race 6: TROUSSEAU, NEVADA PHIL, PORTELLI PUNK

Race 7: OPAWA WAYNE, BAHATI BALE, BEST BALL

Race 8: TALBINGO BALE, RAJA BALE, KNOW GRIZZLES

Race 9: OPAWA SUPERSTAR, CHARLOTTE LU,  

 OPAWA CHRISSY

Race 10: HOMEBUSH SIRIUS, VICTORIA LU, LA ROCHELLE

Race 11: KNOW KEEPER, STUDENT LOAN, CLAWS IN LEO

Race 12: BOLTY, MONTY MAD HAMMER, BIG TIME BRIE

SYDNEY — Trainer Brad Widdup has 
some big plans in store for Kiwi-bred 
mare Icebath.

The inaugural winner of the A$2million 
The Invitation (1400m) could head to 
Melbourne for another rich feature, 
the A$5million All-Star Mile (1600m). 
However, the Gr.1 Doncaster Mile 
(1600m) and Gr.1 Queen Elizabeth 
Stakes (2000m) remain her major 
objectives.

“She is trialling tomorrow if the 
weather permits,” Widdup told RacingHQ.

“She will have a quiet trial there 
(Warwick Farm) and then I will give her 
a second trial on the 29th and we will 
kick off in the Apollo (Gr.2, 1400m).

“Whether we go to the All-Star Mile 
or we keep her here in Sydney, the main 
aim would be the Doncaster.”

While the Doncaster is set to be her 
main target, Widdup said he would 

like to test her over further ground in 
autumn.

“I definitely want to try her over 
2000m,” he said. “I don’t want to get too 
ahead of myself but we will have a look 
at the Queen Elizabeth.

“But there is a lot of water to go under 
the bridge before then.”

Widdup has enjoyed a great ride with 
the daughter of Sacred Falls, the winner 
of more than A$3.7 million.

“She has been fantastic for my stable 
and also my family,” he said.

“We have had a terrific run with her so 
far so we are hoping we can get another 
year or two out of her. 

“She seems to be in good form and I 
can’t believe she is trialling this week. It 
has come on pretty quick.”

Widdup purchased the Waikato Stud-
bred filly in Australia as a yearling for 
$100,000.

More rich targets ahead for Icebath
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BASKETBALL by Ben O’Brien-Leaf

THE grand finalists are now known.
Dreamers held off Brick Layers 32-28 in the 1 

v 4 semifinal of the inaugural Gisborne Basketball 
Association women’s draft league and the 
competition’s No.2 team Butter Fingers beat Hoops I 
Did it Again 53-42 last night at the YMCA.

Dreamers player-coach Melissa Mackey-Huriwai 
ran the floor and fought for possession of the ball as 
hard as any of the 39 other participants yesterday 
evening in front of 300 fans.

“We had the really strong start that we’d planned 
for, but then we nodded off for a little while before 
coming back strongly towards the end of the game,” 
she said.

“Our defence was good.”
“Good” is an understatement. Dreamers’ scoring 

was well-spread, from the player-coach (eight 
points), Natalie Mackey (7) and Taimarie Matahiki 
(7) on, but from top to bottom they contested not 
just every rebound at both ends of the court but 
every opposition dribble. And in both semifinals, the 
frequency and ferocity of competitors forcing a jump-
ball was remarkable. 

Coach Hana Wilkinson’s Brick Layers produced a 
sensational match-effort in the first semi. They lost by 
six points (38-32) to Dreamers on Tuesday last week, 
and this latest margin of four points overnight did not 
flatter the fourth-placed team; it was a true reflection 
of their great tenacity and heart in what so far has 
been a winless season.

Brick Layers’ Amoe Tarsau led all scorers in Game 
1 as the only player in either outfit to put up double-
figures — 10. Skilful guard Jayda Waititi-Leach and a 
very determined Paige Tamatea both got six points, 
with all three featuring in some tremendous plays.

Brick Layers’ Courtney Stubbins made a great 
steal at halfcourt. She then had the vision to find a 
cutter on her right and Tarsau scored the first field 
goal of the evening.

Tamatea scored the last basket of the period with 
just three seconds left to play, after Anna Spring had 
done an amazing job running back to save a loose 
ball inbounds near the right sideline at midcourt. Her 
hustle play preceded Tamatea’s swooping finish from 
the left.

Dreamers led 12-8 at that stage and 21-13 at the 
break but Wilkinson’s team showed phenomenal 
commitment to claw their way to a 24-23 lead at 
three-quartertime. 

That Brick Layers could force the league’s No.1 
team to commit a shot-clock violation on the first 
possession in the second period speaks to their 
defensive passion. That said, class will out, as when 
Dreamers’ Piper Donaldson made a three-point play 
against Jamieson Tapsell for 21-13.

With six minutes to play before halftime, Ishtar 
Mackey-Huriwai caught up with Stubbins near 
midcourt, committing the comic foul of the night. In 
amongst the skill, local ball has a happily robust 
sense of humour.

Equally impressive was the unselfishness of both 
teams on the semifinal stage, as seen in Tarsau’s 

lob-pass to Waititi-Leach for the bank-shot left side to 
close it to 23-22.

 Semifinal resilience was best exemplified by 
Natalie Mackey, who bounced off Spring and 
managed to make a tough shot for a 29-28 lead.

Wilkinson said: “That was a good game. I’m 
stoked that our team stepped up and gave it their 
best and I could really see the players’ progress over 
the past four weeks.”

Petra Sparks, at 21, took on the awesome 
responsibility of a player-coach for Hoops I Did it 
Again and can be proud of her crew’s match-effort in 
the second semi.

Sparks said: “We shot the ball well but they 
outrebounded us. Ariana Kepa (13pts) was great 
offensively and defensively again, and Maia Rickard 
gave us pure hustle at both ends.” 

Butter Fingers’ powerful centre Dyani Johnson 
played great basketball and, on defence, her 
dominance of the key gave team No.2 a crucial edge.

Offensively, her team’s big guns fired. Kiara 
Swannell was the leading scorer in both games on 
the night with 23 points, but her teammate Peyton 
Riri (12) was every bit as influential, although 
Swannell’s handling skills and ability to finish at the 
rim under pressure were at times peerless.

Kellan Kemp worked assiduously for Hoops I Did 
it Again to contain Johnson at close quarters, forcing 
a turnover low to the left of the ring at the start of the 
second quarter. But Johnson — as she proved when 
scoring on the third attempt to close it to 27-24 — 
wouldn’t take no for an answer.

Butter Fingers’ Te Amokura Te Rauna-Lamont 
gets the guts-bucket of the year for 43-31. Having 
previously thrown caution to the wind in pursuit 
of a steal, she was rewarded with a field goal off 
a Riri assist to bring a tear to the eye for anyone 
appreciative of hard work paying off for such a keen 
player.

Revenge was indeed sweet for Butter Fingers, 
Hoops having pipped them 54-52 in Round 3. Their 
coach Janelle Te Rauna-Lamont said: “From our 
perspective, this was a much better game than last 
week. We’d worked hard on our plays, defence and 
shooting for this. We seemed to have a better flow 
and although the draft league’s almost over we’re 
gelling. We’re far more familiar with each other’s play.

“This has been a cool experience for all of us.”
With the Maori Basketball Tournament in Rotorua 

to begin on Monday, the draft league grand final and 
playoff for third and fourth will be played this Friday 
— instead of Tuesday next week — at the YMCA.

The playoff, Hoops I Did it Again versus Brick 
Layers, will start at 5.30pm; the grand final, between 
Dreamers and Butter Fingers, is set for 6.45pm.

1 v 4 semifinal: DREAMERS 32 (Melissa 
Mackey-Huriwai 8, Natalie Mackey 7, Taimarie 
Matahiki 7) beat BRICK LAYERS 28 (Amoe Tarsau 
10, Jayda Waititi-Leach 6, Paige Tamatea 6) Q1 
Dreamers 12-8, HT 21-13, Q3 Brick Layers 24-23.

2 v 3 semifinal: BUTTER FINGERS 53 (Kiara 
Swannell 23, Peyton Riri 12) HOOPS I DID IT 

AGAIN 42 (Petra Sparks 18, Ariana Kepa 13) Q1 
Butter Fingers 12-10, Q2 22-21, Q3 39-29.

Dreamers to play Butter Fingers in final
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Thursday, January 20, 2022

 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Rukiya Bernard, 39; Skeet Ulrich, 52; Rainn Wilson, 56; David Lynch, 76.

Happy Birthday:
Look around you, size up situations and head in a direction that feels 
comfortable. Following someone will result in dissatisfaction and wasting 
time. Revisit your dreams and aspirations, and you'll come up with a plan that 
excites you. Pour your emotions into your pursuits this year, and you'll come 
up with something extraordinary and fruitful. Your numbers are 6, 14, 19, 27, 
34, 41, 49.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Don't waste time. Set up a conversation with someone who can help you 
reach your goals. A change to how you earn or handle your money will 
require attention. Don't put your trust in someone else. Take charge and limit 
spending. 3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Uncertainty will test your patience. Separate yourself from situations that are 
beyond your control. Put your time and energy into personal improvement and 
spending time with someone who gives back and lifts your spirits. Romance is 
in the stars. 5 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Keep life simple. Don't overdo it or let your emotions take over, putting you in a 
compromising position. Stick to the truth, and make only necessary changes. 
How you conduct yourself around others will determine your success. 2 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Reach out to friends and relatives. A demonstrative approach regarding what 
you want will grab attention and encourage others to support you. Share 
your feelings and intentions, and it will enhance a meaningful relationship. 
Romance is encouraged. 4 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Listen to suggestions, adjust and carry on until you finish what you start. 
Leave nothing to chance or in someone else's hands. Step up and be the one 
to make a difference. Put your energy and effort where it will help most. 3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Channel your energy and your anger into something physical. Pent-up 
emotions used to improve a situation can be a game changer, but left to fester, 
they can leave you feeling down and out. Choose peace, love and happiness 
over discord. 3 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Keep your money, possessions and personal papers in a safe place. Sharing 
information can backfire and cost you financially if you are too trusting. 
Pay attention to what others do and say, and follow up to make sure it's all 
accurate. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Look at what others do, and listen to what someone implies that might affect 
your life. An emotional situation will revive old wounds if left to fester. Be open 
to suggestions, but don't make changes to appease others. Protect your 
interests. 2 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Refuse to step outside your comfort zone, regardless of the temptation. 
Conversations laced with promise will be unrealistic and confusing. Look for 
signs that are relevant to something you can pursue that's tangible. Keep your 
life simple, meaningful and cost-efficient. 5 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Improve your space to suit your lifestyle. Move things around, and get rid of 
clutter. You'll feel relieved when you have free space to pursue an activity you 
enjoy. Concentrate on your mental and physical well-being. An opportunity 
looks lucrative. 3 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Dig in and do your part. What you bring to the table will put you in a position 
of leadership. Lend a helping hand, and you'll gain perspective regarding life, 
love, happiness and how to turn your dream into a reality. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Put your energy where it counts; if you take on too much, you'll find it 
challenging to get things done. Reach out to people you can count on for help. 
You will receive compliments for a change you make. 3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are inventive, wise and friendly. You are restless and adventuresome.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD No.11,497

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Patience (11)

 9. However (3)

 10. Impoverishment 

(9)

 11. Adhesive (5)

 13. Bevel (7)

 14. Frugality (6)

 16. Leave (6)

 18. Refined (7)

 19. Pick-me-up (5)

 20. Laziness (9)

 21. Beer (3)

 22. Forerunner (11)

 2. Extinguished (3)

 3. Emblem (5)

 4. Appearance (6)

 5. Mean (7)

 6. Headman (9)

 7. Compassionate 

(11)

 8. Defenceless (11)

 12. Cede (9)

 15. Beat (7)

 17. Racial (6)

 19. Lock (5)

 21. Fuss (3)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
Across: 1 Tack; 3 Mart inet ; 
9  L e a r n e d ;  1 0  G o r g e ; 
11 Supplication; 13 Autumn; 
15 Lesson; 17 Misadventure; 
20 Rabbi; 21 Upstart; 22 Eternity; 
23 Wend.
Down: 1 Talisman; 2 Cramp; 
4  Add ic t ;  5  Toge the rness ; 
6 Nervous; 7 Tied; 8 Inflammation; 
1 2  I n v e r t e d ;  1 4  T h i m b l e ; 
16 Avaunt; 18 Usage; 19 True.
CRYPTIC
Across:  1 L i f t ;  3 Newscast ; 
9 Forward; 10 Atlas; 11 On the 
w a y  d o w n ;  1 3  E s c a p e ; 
15 Spades; 17 In t r ip l icate; 
20 Alibi; 21 Adheres; 22 Spectres; 
23 Owed.
Down:  1  Lef t  over ;  2  F i rs t ; 
4 Endear;  5 Stand-up f ight; 
6 Allowed; 7 Task; 8 Make-up art-
ist; 12 Assessed; 14 Confine; 
16 Opiate; 18 Arrow; 19 Pass.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 11,496
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1. Not the overriding 

reason for taking the 

tube? (11)

 9. Striking success? (3)

 10. Perhaps I can't earn 

when under 

hypnosis (2,1,6)

 11. Jewels from the 

seaside? (5)

 13. Class of marines, 

possibly (7)

 14. Layers of tar put back 

on a road by one (6)

 16. Firmly state that sin is 

wrong at first (6)

 18. A plain American? (7)

 19. One purchasing a cattle 

shed, say (5)

 20. Heather getting Reg in 

trouble by sauntering (9)

 21. English port or American 

whiskey (3)

 22. Post that can kept or 

broken (11)

 2. Hazel, for instance, 

returns the barrel (3)

 3. The ills of unusual 

lives (5)

 4. Expressionless girl in 

extremely giddy state (6)

 5. He enjoys having a 

row (7)

 6. Possibly ninety-ton 

unimportant person (9)

 7. Deficiency in what the 

barman takes care 

of? (5,6)

 8. Confidential sign for 

office workers (11)

 12. Start to play? (7,2)

 15. Poor Ted is destroyed 

by a missile (7)

 17. Singer about to quit (6)

 19. High-ranking Muslim 

woman out to bug 

me (5)

 21. Man finding nothing in 

the navy (3)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOLUTION IN NEXT PUBLICATION.



Kahutia
BRIGHTNESS was a virtue on one 

day in particular at Kahutia Bowling 
Club this month.

 The Bright Colour Mitre 10 
Tournament on Wednesday, January 
5, drew a good muster of bowlers 
from both Kahutia and Poverty Bay 
bowling clubs.

Conditions were ideal for the 
Kahutia club’s first tournament of the 
year.

Play started at 9am to avoid the 
worst of the heat of the day, and 
players were in the clubhouse by 
1.30pm for prize-giving and cold 
refreshments.

 The winners were Alastair 
Macpherson (skip), Joyce Wagner 
(director) and Tony Dobson (lead).

Runners-up were Kevin Barrett, 
Marion Jones and Pat Murton

“Brightest” players were Marion 
Jones, Noel Dunn and Bruce Gledhill.

The prizes were presented by 
Mitre 10 hardware and building 

representative Wayne Morrell, an 
exceptionally handy bowler who 
enjoys taking part in this tournament 
in any position.

KAHUTIA Bowling Club’s Boxing 
Day Tournament was played in 
perfect conditions.

Why run a bowls tournament on 
Boxing Day? Coronavirus, that’s why. 
We remain in our Gisborne bubble 
and stay safe.

The format was 2-3-5 — two bowls, 
three in a team, five ends with power 
play, and three games, short and sweet.

The winners were Bruce Ball (skip), 
Marilyn Knowles (director) and Ray 
Young (lead), with three wins.

Runners-up were Hona Huriwai, 
Marty Ryan and Cheryl Jenkins.

It was a close contest. The top two 
teams met in the last game having 
both had two wins.

On the last end, Ball’s team pipped 
their opponents at the post to win 
11-9 — a good game, well enjoyed by 
all.

STANDING OUT IN A DAY FOR BRIGHTNESS: Winners of the Bright Colour Tournament at 
Kahutia Bowling Club with sponsor’s representative Wayne Morrell (second left) were (from 
left) skip Alastair Macpherson, Joyce Wagner and Tony Dobson. Picture supplied

Around the Greens
Club bowls news (continued from  page 26)

SPORT BRIEFS

Get the jab – Spain to Novak
NOVAK Djokovic should lead by example and 

get vaccinated against COVID-19, a Spanish 
government spokesperson has said, comparing 
his refusal to do so with Rafael Nadal’s 
acceptance of the need to be jabbed. The world 
No.1 was laying low in Belgrade on Tuesday, 
recuperating after his long flight from Australia 
and previous detention. He had been deported 
after his attempt to defend his Australian Open 
title fell foul of border regulations denying entry 
to unvaccinated people. His status as the world’s 
most famous unvaccinated athlete continued to 
provoke discussion with Spanish government 
spokesperson Isabel Rodriguez asked on Tuesday 
whether he would be allowed to compete in Spain.

 – AAP

BBL: Hobart edge Melbourne
HOBART Hurricanes will draw on Scott Boland’s 

buzz and the confidence generated by a pressure-
laden win as they seek to surge deep into BBL 
finals. Hobart edged Melbourne Renegades by six 
runs at Marvel Stadium on Tuesday night, booking 
their spot in play-offs. Wednesday’s three games, 
including a clash between Hobart and Melbourne 
Stars, will determine how high Matthew Wade’s 
side finish on the ladder. But regardless of what 
transpires at the MCG, Tom Rogers believed a 
tight scrap with Renegades will hold his team 
in good stead for the finals. Aaron Finch and 
Shaun Marsh eased the Renegades to 1-138 in 
the 15th over, building the perfect platform to haul 
in a target of 183. Rogers, Sandeep Lamichhane 
and Riley Meredith swung momentum, bowling 
superbly in a tough situation. 

Riverbend cricket results
RESULTS from Year 7B Riverbend junior cricket 

at Frimley Park, Round 4, 30 overs —
NORTH CITY 231-8 (McKay Murray 51, Danny 

Mehta 32, Jack Tuiavii 27; Conrad Parkes 3-16, 
Finn Robertson 2-32) beat POVERTY BAY MIXED 
SCHOOLS 99 (Josh Levy 15, Charlie Castles 12; 
Carter Collins 3-5, Daniel Nicholls 2-3, Danny 
Mehta 2-21).

Round 5, 30 overs —
UPPER HUTT 163-5 (Jonty Beattie 44, Ekham 

Singh Dhilon 28) beat POVERTY BAY 101 (Charlie 
Castles 47, Harvey Reynolds 13; Jonty Beattie 
3-17, Shaarvil Patil 2-6, Ekam Singh Dhilon 2-15).

Arsenal terminates contract
SEAD Kolasinac joined French club Marseille 

as a free agent on Tuesday after having his 
contract terminated by Arsenal. The Bosnia and 
Herzegovina left back, who was with Arsenal since 
2017, had six months left on his deal. Kolasinac 
is the third player to leave Arsenal in January 
— Ainsley Maitland-Niles and Folarin Balogun 
have been loaned out — even though the club is 
short of players and had a request to call off last 
weekend’s north London derby against Tottenham 
granted by the Premier League. – AP

RUGBY

AS the Hurricanes prepare for their 
2022 Super Rugby Pacific season, Rookie 
Justin Sangster is enjoying his first foray 
into the top-level game. 

A latecomer to rugby, the University of 
Waikato graduate has taken a different 
pathway to Super Rugby. 

Not long ago, Sangster was making his 
way up the ladder at Mainfreight. Now, 
he’s traded in his corporate career and 
joined fellow new recruits Dominic Bird, 
Caleb Delany and Tom Parsons to bolster 
the Hurricanes locking stocks. 

Having never played junior rugby, 
Sangster only picked up the sport when 
he was a year 12 student at Aquinas 
College, having instead opted to swim, 
play basketball and taekwondo, which he 
was a black belt in. 

Leaving high school, he was selected 
for the Waikato U19s, but the dream of 
playing rugby for a living only began 
when he moved back to Tauranga after 
graduating from university. 

A development contract with Bay of 
Plenty followed in 2021, before locking in 
a starting role for the Steamers. 

The 1.98m lock was approached by 
Hurricanes Assistant Coach Chris Gibbes 
after playing just three games for the 
Steamers.  

“I got a call from Gibbo after my third 
game and he wanted to have a catch-up,” 
Sangster said. 

“We went out for a coffee and had a 
chat about where I was and where I 
wanted to be, and it went from there. I 
didn’t really believe it when he rang me 
up. I was shocked.” 

Hurricanes Assistant Coach Chris 
Gibbes said Sangster showed natural 
athleticism during those first few games 
with the Steamers. 

“We could all see the raw athlete that 
he is. Physicality is natural to him, which 
is what you want in your big men.” 

“After speaking with him, I knew pretty 
quickly that he is a fast learner and an 
intelligent kid, and he really wants it.” 

Sangster has made a strong start to his 
first Super Rugby preseason. 

“He’s competing. He has turned up in 
good physical nick, and he is learning. 
He has the energy and enthusiasm, is 
giving things a go and learning from his 
mistakes. As a coach that’s the best we 

can ask for.” 
“He’s fitting into the group really well,” 

said Gibbes. 
Sangster said he was enjoying being 

in the Hurricanes 
environment full-time.  

“Being in a full-time 
rugby environment is 
awesome. I got a little 
taste of it last year, but 
at this next level is a bit 
of a dream.” 

“It’s tough physically 
but great to get amongst 
the guys and onto the 
field again. There is a 
lot to take in in terms of content but I’m 
really enjoying it.” 

Sangster said he was already making 
some good connections and learning from 
seasoned Hurricanes players. 

“Playing with Scott Scrafton has 
been good for me. Especially with that 
experience at lock.”  

“It’s been awesome. Obviously, you get 
tight with your positional groups but I’m 
really enjoying playing alongside these 
other guys. Everyone has been really 

welcoming, the staff and 
all the players.” 

A recipient of the 
Sir Edmund Hilary 
Scholarship, the 25-year-
old Supply Chain 
Management and 
Electronic Business 
Graduate spent a 
semester playing college 
rugby in America at 
Rowan University 

and was named captain of the mid-
Atlantic division conference team during 
his stay.   

Alongside his academic and rugby 
achievements, he represented NZ 
internationally at the 2016 Taekwondo 
New Zealand Open, taking gold and being 
named fighter of the tournament. 

Sangster ready to debut for 2022 season
Hurricanes new rookie

DEBUT IN SIGHT: Justin Sangster will debut for the Hurricanes in the 2022 season 
of the Super Rugby. The 1.98m lock has traded his corporate career for boots on the 
field after only starting the sport when he was in year 12 of high school. 
  Picture supplied

‘ We could all see 
the raw athlete he is. 
Physicality is natural to 
him, which is what you 
want in your big men.’  —Chris Gibbes
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Around the Greens
Club bowls news

Poverty Bay
POVERTY BAY Bowling Club’s open 

triples were held in ideal conditions on 
Saturday and Sunday

The women’s draw had five teams and 
the men’s section, four.

The team of Lesley Seymour (skip), Val 
McGreevy and Marion Jones went into 
the women’s final with two lives intact.

The other finalists were Joy Davis (s), 
June Stichbury and Cheryl Jenkins.

This game was a great tussle, going 
point for point over the initial ends. On 
the final end, Seymour’s team held Davis 
to one point, giving the Seymour team a 
12-8 win.

In the men’s section, Steve Berezowski 
(s), Andrew Ball (director) and Bruce 
Ball (lead), played Dave Hooper (s), Ian 
Carroll (d) and Bruce Gledhill (l) in the 
semifinal and then again in the final, 
winning that game 12-7.

In the final, Berezowski’s team got the 
early jump, but Hooper’s team reeled 
them in and got close, but Berezowski’s 
team pulled ahead again and couldn’t be 
caught. 

It was a fine display of bowling from all 
the teams.

The winning men’s and women’s teams 
now go on to represent the Poverty 
Bay club at the champion of champions 
tournament.

The club’s junior triples were played 
at twilight on Tuesday last week in near-
perfect bowling conditions.

A small crowd of spectators supported 
the players and saw some fine bowling.

It was a small draw, only two teams 
contesting the men’s competition.

Les Whittington (skip), John Andrews 
(director) and Jack Clark (lead) played 
Andrew Ball (s), Otto Louw (d) and Dusty 
Miller (l).

Their first game was a close battle, won 
by Whittington, Andrews and Clark.

They also won the second game, which 
gave them the outright win.

Two teams also contested the women’s 
section.

Anna Colvin (s), Joan Gledhill (d) and 
Win Baker (l) played Diane Doyle (s), 
Krystel Williams (d) and Jude Hall (l).

Doyle’s team won the first and second 
games to gain the outright win.

Both the men’s and women’s winning 
junior teams now go on to represent the 
Poverty Bay club at the champion of 
champions tournament.

Well done, all bowlers.

Gisborne
IT was a scorching hot day for the 

Gisborne Bowling Club’s junior fours 
championship tournament but that did 
not stop the players showcasing some 
brilliant bowls.

Only two teams contested the junior 
women’s section — Karen Pinn (skip), 
Adrienne Torrie (director), Libby Clay 
(two) and Joy McFarlane (lead) were up 
against Diane Oates (s), Margot Willock 
(d), Nanette Treloar (two) and Anne Ward 
(l). 

Both teams played some awesome 
bowls. Pinn’s team won the first game 
10-9 after taking two shots on the last 
end.

In the second game, Pinn’s team led 
16-8 after 11 ends but Oates’s team made 
a comeback in the next three ends.

On the last end, Oates’s team held 
three shots but the jack was moved, 
which cut the shots down to two. That 
state of affairs favoured Pinn, who 
opted not to deliver her last bowl, and 
her team won the game 16-15. Pinn, 
Torrie, Clay and McFarlane won the club 
championship junior women’s fours with 
two lives intact.

The junior men’s section also had two 
teams — Geoff Pinn (s), Peter Ferris 
(d) and 10-year-old twins Kyle Pinn 
(two) and Liam Pinn (l) were up against 
Hona Huriwai (s), Steve Ward (d), Roger 
Dymock (two) and Hugh Trafford (l). 

Pinn’s team won the club championship 
junior men’s fours with two lives intact, 
and the twins played some awesome bowls. 

Pinn’s four won the first game against 
Huriwai’s team 13-11.

In the second game, Pinn’s team led 
13-7 after 12 ends but Huriwai’s team 
made a comeback in the next two ends to 
close the score to 13-11.

On the last end, Pinn’s team took 
two shots. Huriwai tried a run shot but 
missed, so Pinn decided not to deliver 
his last bowl and his team won the game 
15-11. — by Crackerjack

AN entry of 42 players filled seven rinks at the 
Gisborne club for the midweek Alex White Triples.

It was great to have bowlers from all the 
town clubs and Tolaga Bay despite the forecast, 
which suggested a scorching hot day. It was hot, 
indeed, but several teams played some excellent 
bowls and were well rewarded by sponsor Kiri Te 
Kanawa Retirement Village for their efforts.

First were Don Green (skip), Rex Richardson 
and Joy McFarlane; second were Harry Jackson 
(s), Ray Young and Karen Pinn; and third were 
Lyn Truman (s), Geoff Pinn and George Tamahori.

WEATHER caused the Gisborne club 
men’s singles championship to be delayed 
till after Christmas, but that didn’t slow 
down the action. 

Tim Sherriff lost to Ricky Miller with 
two lives in the first round, 21-14, while 
Charlie Ure defeated Robin Jefferson 
21-9.

Miller then had a 21-13 win against 
Steve Goldsbury, who had the first-round 
bye. Goldsbury then had to front up to 
Ure to see who would play Miller in the 
final.

Goldsbury found it hard to get into 
the game, while Ure drew beautifully to 
reach his first final at the Gisborne club 
with a 21-13 win. 

It was also Miller’s first singles final 
and both left-handers were keen to win. 
Ure eventually took out the title with 
some tight bowling and an amazing 
ability to play the perfect draw shot when 
he faced going down by two or three.

Congratulations to the players who 
fronted up during the festive season and 
put on an excellent display for those 
watching. — Ginny Sherriff

JUNIOR MEN’S TRIPLES: The Poverty 
Bay club junior men’s triples winners 
were (from left) Les Whittington (skip), 
Jack Clark (lead) and John Andrews 
(director). Pictures supplied

JUNIOR WOMEN’S TRIPLES: The 
Poverty Bay club junior women’s triples 
winners were (from left) Krystel Williams 
(d), Diane Doyle (s) and Jude Hall (l).

WOMEN’S OPEN TRIPLES: Poverty 
Bay Bowling Club women’s open triples 
winners were (from left) Marion Jones, 
Lesley Seymour (skip) and Val McGreevy.

MEN’S OPEN TRIPLES: The Poverty 
Bay club men’s open triples winners were 
(from left) Steve Berezowski (s), Andrew 
Ball and Bruce Ball.

JUNIOR WOMEN’S 
FOURS: The 
Gisborne Bowling 
Club junior women’s 
fours championship 
winners were (from 
left) Adrienne Torrie 
(d), Libby Clay (two), 
Karen Pinn (s) and 
Joy McFarlane (l).

JUNIOR 
MEN’S 
FOURS: The 
Gisborne 
club junior 
men’s fours 
championship 
winners were, 
back (from left): 
Peter Ferris 
and Geoff Pinn. 
Front: Kyle Pinn 
and Liam Pinn.

SHIELD WINNERS: Sponsor’s representative Jane Smith 
(left) with Alex White Triples winners (from second left) Rex 
Richardson, Joy McFarlane and skip Don Green.

SINGLES FINALISTS: Ricky Miller (left) 
and Charlie Ure, runner-up and winner 
respectively of the Gisborne club’s senior 
men’s singles championship.

Kahutia Bowling 
Club news on 

page 25
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NETBALL

THE Silver Ferns are back to their winning 
ways but still showed inconsistency in a solid 
victory over South Africa in Netball Quad Series 
in London.

The world champions dominated the first half 
of the dead rubber before South Africa finished 
the stronger, winning the final quarter by five 
goals.

The Silver Ferns opened the Quad Series with 
defeats to Australia and England, missing out on 
a spot in the final.

Teen goal shoot Grace Nweke was impressive 
given a starting role with a near-perfect 
performance in the first half. The 19-year-
old shot 21 from 22 in the first two quarters, 
rebounding and scoring off her only miss, to lead 
the Silver Ferns to a 31-19 halftime lead.

Nweke finished with 30 goals before sitting 
out the final quarter. Centre Mila Reuelu-
Buchanan impressed on debut after replacing 
Gina Crampton for the second half. Goal attack 
Tiana Metuarau finished with 15 from 16 while 
Maia Wilson had an off night with nine from 13.

The teams will square off again tomorrow in 
the third and fourth place match-up. Australia 
and England are already booked in the final.

“We came out with a win so that’s always a 
good thing,” said coach Noeline Tauru.

“I’m not too sure about that performance. 
There were some good performances, defensively 
they turned over some good balls but probably 
what I’m a bit disappointed about is our basic 
skill sets to some degree. 

“We need to be better. Even though we did 
win, I think we should have actually won by 
more.” 

CRICKET 

THE Black Caps’ ODI 
series in Australia later this 
month remains a work-in-
progress.

If it goes ahead, the odds 
of the first match being in 
Perth are long, due to the 
city’s continued Covid-19 
quarantine requirements.

The chances of the tour 
starting on time are also 
under threat with the team 
— minus test players — 
needing to be named and on 
its way across the Tasman 
by next week.

Since the tour was 
scheduled, MIQ spots have 
become de rigueur again 
due to concerns about the 
Omicron variant.

Understandably, New 
Zealand Cricket did not 
apply for any before 
circumstances changed.

One option could be 
to keep the players in 
Australia, at considerable 
expense, to play a scheduled 
home T20 series away.

However, commercial and 
broadcast partners will also 

need consultation to ensure 
they get bang for their 
buck.

The South African 
home test series starting 
on February 17 is still 
scheduled to proceed as 
normal.

The Black Caps have 
played just seven ODIs 
since the 2019 World Cup 
with Covid-19 and the 
security threat in Pakistan 
last September hampering 
their planned schedule.

The last time New 

Zealand toured Australia 
for an ODI series in 2020, 
the opening match was 
played in Sydney in front 
of an empty stadium before 
the pandemic forced border 
closures and a cancellation 
of the series.

Black Caps ODI series 
in Australia under threat

Coach disappointed 

after Silver Ferns win

TRanSTaSman dOubTS: Tim Seifert, left, and James Neesham react after Neesham 
hit a six during the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup final against Australia in Dubai in 
November. The chance of the Black Caps ODI series starting on time remains in doubt.  
 AAP picture
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide fine 21 35
Amsterdam fine 2 5
Bangkok fine 22 32
Beijing cloudy -8 -2
Berlin snow 1 3
Brisbane showers 22 27
Buenos Aires cloudy 20 26
Cairo fine 4 15
Canberra fine 12 21
Cape Town fine 17 25
Delhi fine 12 19
Frankfurt cloudy 1 5
Geneva fine 0 4
Hong Kong fine 17 20
London fine -4 5
Los Angeles fine 9 23
Melbourne fine 15 30
Moscow snow -9 -3
New York snow 0 3
Paris fine 1 6
Perth fine 23 39
Singapore windy 24 33
Stockholm snow -4 0
Suva thunder 23 31
Sydney showers 20 25
Tokyo fine 0 9
Toronto fine -14 -10

Fine and light winds, then 

rain from afternoon with a 

southerly change.

Rain clearing, becoming fine. 

Southerlies dying out.

Mainly fine. 

Northerlies developing.

Partly cloudy, with rain 

developing later in the day. 

Southeasterlies.

TOMORROW FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Fine, light winds, 

Rain from 

afternoon with a 

southerly change.

Rain clearing, 

becoming fine. 

Southerlies 

dying out.

Mainly fine. 

Northerlies 

developing.

1987 –  A woman on a yacht was 

left in tears when a lightning bolt 

struck her boat, melted instruments, 

shorted the electrical system - then 

blew a hole in the toilet compartment 

in which she was sitting. "The only 

things left working were the gas 

stove, the outboard motor, a radio, 

the toilet and the liquor cabinet!"
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TODAY IN HISTORY

NZ TOMORROW
Auckland showers 25
Hamilton showers 25
Tauranga showers 27
Rotorua showers 24
Taupo showers 22
Napier showers 26
New Plymouth showers 21
Palmerston North showers 22
Wellington showers 19
Christchurch showers 19
Queenstown fi ne 17
Dunedin showers 16

morning min  15
max  21

morning min  18
max  27

morning min  11
max  23
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SUN PROTECTION ALERT

Data provided by NIWA

–
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A front moves up Te Ika-a-

Maui the North Island on 

Thursday, bringing fresh to 

strong southwesterly winds 

behind it. From Friday, a 

high begins to build over 

Aotearoa New Zealand, 

settling the weather.
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VICTORIOUS: Andy 
Murray of Great 
Britain during his 
first-round men’s 
singles match against 
Nikoloz Basilashvili of 
Georgia on Day 2 of 
the Australian Open at 
Melbourne Park. Murray 
won in five sets.

 
 

MADE TO WORK: Emma 
Raducanu of Great Britain in 
action against Sloane Stephens 
of the USA. The Brit took 17 
minutes to secure the first 
set but needed three sets to 
advance. 

IN GOOD NICK: Australian 
Nick Kyrgios during his first-
round men’s singles match 
against Liam Broady of Great 
Britain. The pair turned on an 
entertaining affair as Kyrgios 
won in straight sets.  
  AP pictures

TENNIS

EMMA Raducanu made a big statement in 
the opening round of the Australian Open.

The US Open champion was last up on 
Margaret Court Arena at just before midnight 
local time but the Brit showed why she is the 
new superstar of the tennis world against 
Sloane Stephens.

Playing the 28-year-old American who won 
the 2017 US Open in Stephens, Raducanu 
dominated her opening set in her first trip 
to the Australian Open in a remarkable 
performance.

The first set was over in just 17 minutes 
and Stephens won just four games.

It left the tennis world in shock.
But Stephens was a former world No. 3 for 

a reason and bit back in the second set.
The first game she earned a break on 

Raducanu’s serve, but it took 14 minutes, 
almost longer than the entire first set.

And it was the beginning of a monumental 
fightback as Stephens bounced back to win 
the second set 6-2.

But in the most bizarre of matches, 
Raducanu fought back in the third set and 
took it out 6-1, although didn’t believe it was 
as lopsided as it seemed.

“Coming out in the first set, I thought I 
played some very good tennis with very little 
unforced errors, and then of course there 
was going to be some adversity and the long 
rallies, she was just edging through with her 
defence,” she said on court post-match.

“So I’m happy to have regrouped and again 
in the third set, again I don’t really think the 
score reflected the level out there because I 
was really feeling it and focusing on getting 
every single ball landing in between the 
lines.”

Raducanu will play No. 98-ranked Danka 
Kovinic in the next round. 

The match brought Day two to a close, 
finishing minutes after men’s fourth seed 
Stefanos Tsitsipas wrapped up the program 
on Rod Laver Arena with a 6-2, 6-4, 6-3 win 
over Mikael Ymer.

Tsitsipas, a runner-up at the French Open 
and a semifinalist in Australia last year, will 
play Sebastian Baez in the next round.

Nick Kyrgios says his recent bout of 
Covid-19 “hit me pretty hard.”

“I was training five hours a day, feeling 
extraordinary, and then it hit me and I was 
bedridden. Couldn’t really breathe well, 
coughing,” the 26-year-old Australian said 
after a 6-4, 6-4, 6-3 victory over qualifier Liam 
Broady in the first round at Melbourne Park. 
“I was pretty bad. Like, for someone that you 
assume is in the peak of his physicality, I got 
hit pretty bad.”

This was Kyrgios’ first match of 2022. He 
advanced to a meeting against No. 2 seed 
Daniil Medvedev, the champion at the U.S. 
Open and runner-up at the Australian Open 
last year.

Kyrgios, a two-time Grand Slam 
quarterfinalist, pulled out of a tuneup 
tournament in Sydney on January 10 after 
testing positive for Covid-19.

“Anyone that’s been through it, I honestly 
hope for the best. Obviously physically I don’t 
feel 100 percent, but I’m not going to use 
that as an excuse,” he said. “Like, everyone is 
dealing with that at the moment. The whole 
world is dealing with it. So I’m just going to 
take it day by day.”

Five-time finalist Andy Murray needed a 
tough five-setter over a player he beat last 
week to register his first win in an Australian 
Open match since 2017.

Murray beat Nikoloz Basilashvili 6-1, 3-6, 
6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-4 to move into the second round.

Murray also fended off Basilashvili last 
week in a three-hour three setter on the way 
to the final in a Sydney tuneup event.

In another tough five-setter, Maxime Cressy 
beat fellow American and 22nd-seeded John 
Isner 7-6 (2), 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-7 (4), 6-4  

– NZ Herald

BRIT GRIT
Battling first-round win 

to tennis’s new superstar


