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W
elcome to our 
autumn edition 
of Home where 

we are inspired to remake, 
revamp and renovate all 
corners of our living spaces.  
   It may be autumn but 
there is enough of a nip in 
the air to remind us winter 
is not far away.

We look at ways to make 
your home feel cosier and 
warmer while not letting 
go of the colours and vibes 
that bring the outside 
inside. With Tairawhiti 
being such a summer 
region, we tend to hole up 
in the winter, so it’s all the 
more reason to make those 

spaces cosy and fun.
Make the most of your 

favourite palette of colours, 
create little nooks to read 
quietly, use those forced 
indoor days to paint or 
wallpaper or head to op 
shops to find themed 
treasures for areas. 

The world is your oyster.

The world 
is your 
oyster at 
home

Editorial by Diana Dobson
Front cover image: The simplicity and beauty of the right plant in the 
right place in the perfect container. Picture by The Black Balloon
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 Interior styling & design
 Furniture & homewares
 Products by local artisans
 Vintage finds  Gifts

73 Carnarvon Street

Ph 021 851 829



T
ime to cosy up.  
Autumn brings with it chilly temps but 
don’t let it dampen your inner designer. 

There are so many gorgeous throws suiting all 
manner of budgets — from the more economic 
synthetic but oh so soft materials through to 
beautiful cashmere and mohair options. 

Think blush pinks, olive greens, soft greys, blues 
of all hues and gorgeous warm golds. It’s a feast for 
the eyes and warms the soul.

Gather your chairs and couches around the fire 
and create a real atmosphere. Whether you have an 
open fireplace, a wood burner or a gas/electric fire, 
use it to build an ambience. For an instant fix, heat 
pumps are certainly the go-to and have become 
more efficient in recent years. 

It is all about finding the right way to heat your 
home so talk to the experts and see what they 
suggest. 

Good curtains are a must to keep the cold out 

but ventilation is important, so watch for any 
condensation and wipe it away. Close your curtains 
before dark to keep hold of those last little bits of 
heat from the sunshine.

Warming 
the house 
and soul

Bring a splash of warmth into your rooms during the colder months and finish it 

off with a beautiful pot plant.
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100% wool 

throws and rugs

VILLAGE 

HOMEWARE 

STORE

COME MEET THE TEAM 
AT OUR CO-LOCATED
STORE  
480 Gladstone Road

Te Hapara, Gisborne 

06 867 4618

Carpet  |  Vinyl  |  Wood  |  Curtains  |  Blinds  | Shutters  |  Tracks

45294-01

WATER COOLERS:
Lease, purchase, hire or lease to own

ULTRAVIOLET STERILISER KITS FOR:
Houses and businesses

WATER FILTER SYSTEMS FOR:
Houses, businesses, caravans, boats and campervans

FILTERS TO FIT
Fridges, steaming hot and cold units

FREEPHONE 0800 546 426 • 06 868 7322 • 027 491 6660 

EMAIL heljimtap@kinect.co.nz

Jim Taplin • Domestic, rural and commercial

FRESH CLEAN 
GREAT TASTING 

WATER

45460-01



E
veryone needs a green-fingered friend who 
you can call and ask advice on why your 
maidenhair fern is shrivelling up or your 

peace lily looks like it is dying. 
   My go-to is Rhonda McKnight. It’s always a 
treat to visit her house . She’s got a knack for 
design, is always moving things around, painting, 
redecorating, and hunting out cool things to add to 
any home.

She has always loved plants and in the last 
couple of years has filled her home with all sorts of 
beautiful greenery.

Her favourites are the likes of philodendrons 
and the variegated chain of hearts. 

“They are super easy to care for and are quick 
growing,” she says. 

When Trade Me lit up with crazy prices for 
chain of hearts plants, she wisely cashed in. 

“It was crazy money.”
Rhonda is organised about everything so it’s 

no surprise she has a solid routine when it comes 
to her plants. She waters weekly, re-pots when the 
first sign of roots are peeking out of the bottom of 
the pot and, of course, feeds regularly.

“I think plants just finish off a space and it 
makes it feel cosy.” 

She’s always on the lookout for funky containers 
for her plants and little knick-knacks to complete a 
look and feel.

“I’m loving the return of the macrame plant 
holders,” she says.

Tryptics are another of her favourites and she 
thrives on playing around with how they sit and fit 
into a space.

To make sure you choose the right spot for a 
plant, Rhonda says: “if it doesn’t look happy, move 
it. It may need more light, less light or something 
else.”

It’s fair to say her collection of indoor plants 
just keeps growing and is unlikely to slow down 
any time soon. “I would love a jungle in here . . . 
imagine!”

When it comes to plants...

Help me 
Rhonda!

Rhonda’s best easy-grow picks 
•Philodendrons
•Succulentslikethesnakeplant
•Buttonfern
•ZZplant
•Alocasia

Rhonda’s top hints
•Picktherightplacefortherightplant
•Don’toverwater
•Feedregularly
•Asktheexperts
•Checkregularlyforbugs
•Re-potwhenrootsstartpeekingoutthe
bottom but learn which plants prefer to be 
root-bound

A pereomia rosso makes quite a statement for a small but 
perfectly-formed plant. Pictures by The Black Balloon
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It’s all about 
shape, form 

and colour 
with the 

zamioculcus 
ZZ plant.

45459-01

For your 
filtration…

122 Disraeli Street, Gisborne•Phone068671613•offi ce@hantom.co.nz

and ultra violet
treatment of
household drinking
water.

FILTEC making water safer

We also install systems to suit schools, marae and commercial premises
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A muehlenbeckia maidenhair can 
be easily trained into eye-catching 
shapes perfect for sunny spots. 

A fi cus elastica, or rubber plant, 
is easy to grow and its shiny 
green leaves always look lush and 
healthy. 

A cluster of succulents create a visual piece of art when carefully matched 
with the right pots and pretty stones.

A philodendron selloum imperial 
green is super easy to grow and 
looks beautiful in the right place 
and a funky container.

The plant that captivates so many 
and costs a pretty penny . . . the 
ceropegia woodii, chain of hearts.

45465-01

2022 Installations 
Available

Kerryn Plowman 027 536 7537 
www.narellanpools.co.nz 

     @narellanpoolsgisborne

Call the 
Gisborne 

team today 
to take the 
fi rst step 
towards 
bringing 

your dream 
to life

ee CX35 Robotic Cleaner valued at $1880 

06 867 7771  |  admin@electrinet.nz

Your local specialists in 

Power, Domestic and 
Commercial Electrical, 

Plumbing, Gas,  
Air conditioning, Refrigeration, 
Drainlaying, Fire Protection, 

Data and Comms.
45295-01



T
here’s plenty to love about 
the Premier Homes Design 
Centre overlooking the 

convergence of the city’s rivers.
The property was formerly an 

older home, however, the team 
have added another 95 square 
metres and brought it into 2022 
with a bang.

There’s loads of natural light, 
with floor-to-ceiling windows, 
wood accents that add a beautiful 
soft touch and a lovely open plan 
throughout its 246 square metres.

The kitchen is the heart of 
any home. This one is lovely, 
with brushed brass taps and a 
splashback complemented by a 
good-sized matt black stove and 
warm, gold-toned retro pendant 
lighting. 

A butler’s pantry tucked behind 

the gun metal grey French door 
fridge is a luxurious extension to 
the kitchen, with plenty of storage 
and more bench space.

Gentle-touch drawers are the 
norm these days but there are 
always upgrades to be had. These 
ones feature darker interiors.

A window seat nook, complete 
with storage beneath, is the 
perfect place for perusing through 
cookbooks or for a child to sit and 
chat to mum or dad.

The open plan living and 
dining area is warm and 
comfortable. The two-sided gas 
fire is beautifully finished, with a 
concrete-look surround and low-
slung linen couches beckoning for 
someone to sit in and relax. 

Finishing touches say a lot 
about any home; little things like 

doors, skirtings and furnishings 
count for so much. 

Barn doors on the main 
bathroom are a welcome sight 
from the hallway and herald a 
bold room, with black and white 
tiles on the floor and ceiling, and 
gun metal grey taps. There’s a 
bath and an open shower with a 
view to boot. 

The second bathroom is 
a far calmer affair and again 
beautifully appointed with a 
lovely open shower. 

There is LED lighting around 
the mirrors in each — square 
for the main and round for the 
second. Both look fabulous.

It’s a calming home and one 
that lives up to its tag as a design 
centre with lots of ideas to take 
away and contemplate.

Designed for comfort and practicality, a two-sided gas fire draws people into a cosy 
seating area. Pictures by Liam Clayton

Centre of 
attention
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C U R T A I N S  I  B L I N D S  I  S H U T T E R S  

THE

MAKER
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Make it Local

45462-01

Add some colour to your 

home with…
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1291 Palmerston Road • 06 868 4656Bonus Buy



The second bathroom is warm and inviting with a round led-lit mirror, retro lighting 
and black accents on the white finish. 

The brushed brass splashback, tap fittings and sink beautifully complement a 
matt black stove that was made for entertaining.

There’s a comfortable flow between the kitchen, dining and fire seating area 
that is set off nicely by retro-inspired lighting and warm wood tones. 

The main bathroom makes a bold statement with striking black and white tiles.
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E.paul.brown@ats.kiwi.nz • www.advanced-treesolutions.com

• Builder 
• Electrician 
• Drainlayer

Call now 
for a...

Need a 
tradie?

45500-01

Contact Nick

today for 

more info and

a free quote

06 867 8258  

0274 889 765   E. OFFICE@SHORTCONTRACTING.CO.NZ

45293-01

Fencing at its best 
       NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

     Fast, professional, reliable service and
       quality workmanship guaranteed

Add value and style
to your home

•FENCING  •PERGOLAS                                            •PATHS  •DRIVEWAYS •RETAINING WALLS
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Lighting up your lifeL
ighting can make or break any space. 
   It’s important to think about the use of the room when 
you are deciding on what lights to put where. 

   Old houses are notorious for dreadful lighting, so often 
when people do big renovation projects, they put in plenty of 
downlights to ensure being able to read something without a 
little spotlight in hand.

There are many gorgeous lights on the market these days, with 
plenty giving a good nod to a retro vibe through cane, rattan, 
Bohemian, and other funky finishes and looks. 
   From pendants to fairy lights, floor lamps to wall lights, and 
everything in between, it can be difficult to land on the right light 
for the right place.

Talk to the experts. There are some great New Zealand 
companies that offer plenty of free advice. 

Kitchens are somewhere you definitely need decent 
downlighting above the food prep bench and over the dining 
table where kids may do homework. It’s nice to have options in 
this space so add dimmers, or have an alternate light source for 
when it’s not work time.

Bedrooms can also be tricky spaces to light. You need bedside 
lights that are bright enough to read by but not so bright that 
your other half can’t get to sleep while you read to the wee hours.

Bathrooms need excellent light above the vanity and mirror. 
The LED options built into mirrors these days are beautiful and 
add another dimension to the room.

Family rooms need to have the option of light good enough 
to read by but also low enough to turn the room into a bit of a 
media room for Saturday night movies.

The options are endless. Just make sure you do your 
homework.

The right lighting 
can make or 
break a room. It 
has to be 
practical and 
beautiful, which 
is exactly what 
this home 
achieves with 
downlights 
above work 
areas, retro 
drops over the 
bench and a 
striking 
lampshade over 
the dining table.
Pictures by 
Liam Clayton

The different levels and bulbs in this lighting 
set-up are eye-catching, as well as useful.

These homeowners have ensured the downlights add 
enough brightness to the space for everyday use, with a 
catchy lamp giving the option of a more moody feel to this 
comfortable sitting room.

Ask us for a free measure and quote

E - m a i l :  i n f o @ w o o d r o s e f u r n i s h i n g s . n z  •  L i k e  u s  o n  
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Woodrose furnishings 
offers fabrics, curtains, 
blinds, tracks, shutters 
and accessories for all 
rooms of  your home

WE HAVE MOVED

260 Gladstone Road  G i s b o r n e  •  P h :  0 6 - 8 6 8  4 0 4 7
(Next to Pak n’ Save)

45466-01
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