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BRICKBATS FOR 

EMISSIONS PLAN

by Matthew Rosenberg

WATER will no longer be included 
in Gisborne rates following the 
implementation of Three Waters reforms, 
the district council has confirmed

 The details have emerged as part of a 
response to an Official Information Act 
request, which also provides a breakdown of 
just how much the council’s water assets are 
worth.

 According to the council, its water assets 
have a total replacement cost of just over 
$510 million — made up of $104 million in 
stormwater, $180 million in wastewater, and 
almost $225 million in water supply.

 However, the assets’ total depreciated 
replacement cost comes in at much less — 
$273 million.

 Asked if the current rating for all water- 
associated assets would be removed from 
local rates as a result of Three Waters, the 
council confirmed that would be the case.

 “Council will no longer be responsible 
for the rating of these activities once they 

are transferred to the new entity,” a council 
spokesperson said.

 In Gisborne’s case, that is Entity C, 
which stretches from the top of the East 
Coast to the northern tip of the South 
Island.

The council also shed some light on the 
money that could be shifting hands as a 
result of the reforms.

 It said it was still waiting for 
confirmation on what it would receive for 
transfer of the assets, but confirmed the 
Government had announced it would get 
up to $28 million as part of a “better off ” 
funding package. 

Council’s internal borrowings on its 
Three Waters assets as at the financial year 
ended June 2021 was $38 million. 

 A council spokesperson said the 
Department of Internal Affairs had 
indicated that on the date the assets were 
transferred to Entity C, the Government 
would reimburse the council for that 
amount.

It was also expected the council would 

need to transfer 
the amount it 
holds in reserves 
for water activities 
— including funds 
from development 
contributions and 
money set aside for 
depreciation — to the 
Government. 

 In March, Gisborne 
Mayor Rehette Stoltz said the council had 
made significant investment into its water 
assets over the past 15 years. The OIA 
response provided a summary of what those 
projects were.

 From 2010-2011, approximately $30 
million was spent upgrading the wastewater 
treatment plant. An extra $28 million was 
spent on further treatment and pipeline 
renewals between 2021-2022.

 Major stormwater upgrades accounted 
for almost $13 million since 2008, including 
pipeline renewals, urban upgrades and work 
on Rutene Rd.

 Water supply for the same period came 
in at $12 million.

 For the year to date February 2022, the 
council has spent over $11 million in water 
infrastructure, with the bulk of the money 
being an $8 million sum towards further 
treatment at the wastewater treatment plant. 

The potential impact on council 
employees as a result of the reform is still 
under review by a new transition unit, the 
council said. 

 The government’s announcement late 
last month that local councils would retain 
ownership of their water entities under the 
new reforms did little to ease the minds of 
East Coast mayors. 

 Gisborne Mayor Rehette Stoltz said 
she was concerned her region’s voice would 
be minimised, and that there was little 
accountability. 

 Wairoa Mayor Craig Little feared his 
patch would be left behind at the expense of 
bigger players in Entity C, and accused the 
Government of not listening. 

“They’ve got to do more to convince us.”
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ROCKET Lab’s Mahia space port is 
primed for a ground-breaking launch to the 
Moon.

The United States-based space company 
yesterday completed testing on the Electron 
rocket and announced a launch window for 
the mission would open on May 31.

After launch, Rocket Lab will launch 
the Capstone spacecraft to a unique lunar 
transfer orbit using the Electron launch 
vehicle and Lunar Photon spacecraft bus, 
charting a new path for Nasa’s Moon-
orbiting space station to be used by 
Artemis astronauts.

With the spacecraft now at the launch 
site, Rocket Lab will begin payload 
integration with the Electron rocket and 
Photon spacecraft bus.

“Capstone’s arrival at Launch Complex 
1 marks a major milestone in this historic 
mission. We’re excited to move into the 
final integration and test phase ahead of 
launch day,” said Rocket Lab founder and 
chief executive Peter Beck. 

“This is our most ambitious Photon 
mission yet and a significant step toward 

providing scientific missions with dedicated 
and affordable access to interplanetary 
orbits. Less than four years after our first 
Electron mission for Nasa, it’s fantastic to 
be working with the agency and its partners 
again to go beyond low Earth orbit and 
pave the way for humanity’s return to the 
Moon.”

Designed and built by Tyvak Nano-
Satellite Systems, a Terran Orbital 
Corporation, and owned and operated by 
Advanced Space, the Cislunar Autonomous 
Positioning System Technology Operations 
and Navigation Experiment (Capstone) 
CubeSat will be the first spacecraft to test 
the near-rectilinear halo orbit (NRHO) 
around the Moon. 

Researchers expect this orbit to be a 
gravitational sweet spot in space — where 
the pull of gravity from Earth and the 
Moon interact to allow for a nearly-stable 
orbit — allowing physics to do most of 
the work of keeping a spacecraft in orbit 
around the Moon. 

Nasa has big plans for this unique type 
of orbit. 

The agency hopes to park bigger 
spacecraft — including the lunar-orbiting 
space station Gateway — in an NRHO 
around the Moon, providing astronauts 
with a base from which to descend to 
the lunar surface as part of the Artemis 
programme.

Capstone will be launched to an initial 
low-Earth orbit by Rocket Lab’s Electron 
launch vehicle and then placed on a 
ballistic lunar transfer by Rocket Lab’s 
Lunar Photon spacecraft bus. 

Unlike the Apollo lunar missions of the 
1960s and ‘70s, which took a free return 
trajectory to the Moon, this fuel-efficient 
ballistic lunar transfer makes it possible 
to deploy Capstone to such a distant orbit 
using a small launch vehicle. Standing at 
just 18 metres tall, Electron is the smallest 
rocket to attempt a launch to the Moon.

Around 10 minutes after lift-off on 
Electron, Rocket Lab’s Lunar Photon 
spacecraft bus, with Capstone attached, 
will separate from the rocket and carry 
out a series of orbit-raising manoeuvres, 
stretching its orbit into a prominent ellipse 

around Earth. 
Those manoeuvres would “slingshot” 

Capstone many times around the Earth.
“It will take six days for us to 

complete the trans-lunar injection but 
we will perform around 8-9 orbit raising 
manoeuvres where the HyperCurie engine 
is ignited to raise Photon’s orbit higher and 
higher, stretching it further from Earth,” 
Rocket Lab communications director 
Morgan Bailey said.

About six days after launch, a final burn 
from Photon’s 3D printed hypercurie 
engine will accelerate Photon to 24,500 
mph (39,425kmh), enabling it to escape 
low-Earth orbit and set Capstone on a 
course for the Moon. 

Within 20 minutes of the final burn, 
Photon will release Capstone into space for 
the first leg of the CubeSat’s solo flight. 
Capstone’s journey to NRHO is expected 
to take around four months from this point. 

Once successfully inserted into the orbit, 
Capstone is expected to remain there for at 
least six months, allowing Nasa to study the 
orbit dynamics.
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DRESS REHEARSAL: Rocket Lab’s 
Electron rocket on the pad at Mahia 
yesterday. Inset, a graphic showing 
the manoeuvres needed to “slingshot” 
Capstone many times around the Earth, 
before a final burn  accelerates Rocket 
Lab’s Photon spacecraft to 39,425kmh, 
enabling it to escape low-Earth orbit and 
set Capstone on a course for the Moon. 
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BLACK Friday was anything but 
for the Trust Tairawhiti Eastland 
Helicopter Rescue Trust.

The 16th annual Charity Golf 
Day raised $10,500 for the trust on 
that day.  

The event, at Poverty Bay Golf 
course, was due to be held in 
March, but was postponed to May 
due to Covid restrictions.

Event organisers were pleased 
with the stunning autumn day. 

“The afternoon saw a great 
turnout, with 30 teams vying for 
the best team score,” said one of 
the organisers.

“The teams were made up of 
serious players and novices who 
were all set to leave their best 
mark on the course.” 

Trust chairman Patrick Willock 
said he was continually humbled 
by the incredible support shown 
to the trust from local businesses 
and individuals. 

“Every year we ask local golfers 

to spend the afternoon out on 
the course raising funds for our 
service and we are always so 
grateful for their generosity,” he 
said. 

The generosity didn’t stop at the 
18th hole, he said. 

“The generosity flows through 
into the clubrooms afterwards, 
where golfers energetically bid 
on a number of fantastic donated 
items.”

The funds raised are a welcome 
contribution to the ongoing 
operational costs for the service, 
which costs over $900,000 a year 
to keep on 24/7 standby. 

The rescue helicopter completes 
around 200 missions a year.

The service touches people 
from all walks of life, from farm 
and forestry accidents, vehicle and 
recreational incidents to medical 
emergencies.

“You never know when it could 
be your turn,” said Mr Willock.

Golfers chip in with 
$10,500 for rescue 

helicopter trust

by Avneesh Vincent

A hybrid approach of planting both 
exotics and natives will produce more socio-
economic and environmental benefits, says 
regional leadership governance group rau 
Tipu rau Ora.

At a meeting on Friday the group 
presented its “position statement” on 
managing exotic afforestation incentives 
consultation submission directly to Minister 
of Forestry Stuart Nash, who was in 
Gisborne.

The submisson was made to show 
the group’s position in relation to the 
Government proposal, put forward earlier 
this year, to exclude exotics from the 
permanent category for Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) incentives, with submissions 
closing last month.

Pakihiroa Farms Limited general manager 
and member of the governance group 
hilton Collier officially presented the 
position statement on behalf of rau Tipu 
rau Ora.

“Our rTrO position was that we did 
not want to take exotics out of the ETS 
permanent forest category but if exotics are 
to be excluded from this category, then there 
are circumstances where they need to be 
permitted via secondary legislation,” he said.

The submission document said the 
Government should enable a more mosaic 
approach to afforestation — such as planting 
the right tree in the right place, for the right 
reason.

A hybrid approach allowing growth of 
both exotic and native species at suitable 
locations would help recover highly-erodible 
lands in the region.

Mr Collier said soil erosion was a major 
issue in Tairāwhiti.

With most of the region having land use 
categories of 6,7 and 8, most areas were 
deemed to be at risk of erosion.

The submission document said fast-
growing exotic species were necessary to 
address such problems in specific sites.

“The current MPi Lookup tables show 
in 16 years of growth, pine sequesters 
443 tonnes of carbon versus 137t from 
indigenous. At the current price of $75/
tonne that’s a significant difference in 
revenue.

“The only activity on the worst of class 
7 and 8 lands is permanent forest. A mixed 
regime of exotics and natives should provide 
short-term soil stability allowing for the 

transition to indigenous over time,” he said.
rTrO co-chair Selwyn Parata said 

the group supported efficient land use by 
thinking of sustainability on a long-term 
basis.

“We support ‘the right activity, in the 
right place for the right reason’ approach to 
the proposed ETS changes,” he said.

The submission document said the 
proportion of land use category (LUC) 
7 and 8 made the region a target for 
afforestation.

despite the group’s support for 
afforestation, it noted that there could 
be disruptions to the regional economy 
if government policy settings resulted in 
“poorly managed or located permanent 
large-scale afforestation in Tairāwhiti.”

having a balanced land use practice such 
as permanent carbon farming, plantation 
forestry and agriculture was crucial to food 
production in the region and the agricultural 
sector workforce.

rTrO co-chair and Mayor rehette 
Stoltz echoed the sentiments of the 
submission and said the group was also 
opposed to “lock up and leave ETS 
regimes”.

Mr Collier said with 88 percent of land in 
the region coming under classes 6, 7 and 8, 
it was likely to be targeted for tree planting.

“There is a fear this will bring ‘lock up 
and leave’ carbon-sink forest that creates 
subsequent environmental problems and 
doesn’t contribute to our regional economy.”

Mr Parata said it was also important to 
recognise that specific equity considerations 
needed to be given for Whenua Māori, 
“recognising historical inequities, Treaty 
settlement obligations, and the multi-billion 
investments in forestry that iwi and Māori 
landowners have”.

The submission document said Tairāwhiti 
as a region was one of the largest forestry 
employers in the North island, amounting 
to 10 percent of the workforce.

“Therefore, changes to the forestry 
settings will impact a large proportion of 
the region’s workforce, with multiple socio-
economic impacts.”

Māori comprised more than half the 
population of the region, with most of 
their best lands with productive soil having 
been lost due to discriminatory policies and 
practices, said the document.

Mr Collier said at present 28 percent of 
land here was Whenua Maori and much 
of that land was more than 80km from 
Gisborne’s port.

“This land is unlikely to be economic 
to log, so the ETS provides an important 
revenue stream source for those owners who 

planted forest, as the joint ventures they 
entered were the only way they could raise 
capital.

“The cost to establish exotic forests is 
about $2500/ha — much less than the 
$6000/ha or more for indigenous forests.” 

The document said Maori have invested 
“heavily” in forestry over the years.

“The removal of exotics from the 
permanent forestry category in the ETS will 
significantly impact forestry investment on 
Whenua Māori and create ripple impacts for 
current and future generations of Māori.

“Without support to make other forest 
types financially viable, permanent exotic 
forests in remote areas, where the harvest 
is not economically or environmentally 
feasible, are a means to provide income from 
Whenua Māori,” the document said.

Changes to national policy or regulatory 
settings had the potential to cause further 
barriers to the development and prospective 
revenues of Whenua Māori.

The rau Tipu rau Ora governance group 
was established in June 2020 to develop, 
lead, champion and oversee the preparation 
and implementation of the Tairawhiti 
Covid-19 Pandemic response and recovery 
Plan. its four priority focus areas include 
economic, environment, whanau, and 
community and workforce development.

Hybrid forestry promoted
POTENTIAL 
INEQUITIES: Rau 
Tipu Rau Ora co-chair 
Selwyn Parata says any 
economic disruption 
from changes to 
afforestation policy 
settings will cause 
inequities both now 
and in the future. 
Pictured from left are 
Ikaroa-Rawhiti MP 
and Associate Minister 
of Agriculture Meka 
Whaitiri, Mr Parata, 
Minister of Forestry 
Stuart Nash, Ngati 
Porou Forests chairman 
Whaimutu Dewes, East 
Coast MP and Minister 
of Conservation Kiri 
Allan and Ngati Porou 
Forests general manager 
Daniel Williams.
� Picture�supplied

by Andrew Ashton

A $5000 drop in median house 
prices here last month was the first 
real fall in four years, new data 
shows.

Latest data from the real Estate 
institute (rEiNZ) shows the 
region’s median house price last 
month was $685,000 — down 0.7 
percent on the same time last year.

“An increase in stock and 
listings on the market has granted 
buyers more choice,” rEiNZ 
regional director Neville Falconer 
said.

“First-home buyers and 
investors are still impacted by the 
changes to the CCCFA (Credit 
Contracts and Consumer Finance 
Act) reintroduced in december 
2021. 

“This has also seen attendance 
at open homes decline and fewer 
properties selling by auction 
compared to this time last year. 

“Agents in the area expect stock 
levels to increase further with 
more ‘subject to sale’ transactions 

over the coming months. 
“When corrective changes to 

the CCCFA are implemented in 
June, agents hope buyer confidence 
will return.”

it is the first time prices here 
have dipped on a year-on-year 
basis for four years.

“The last time Gisborne showed 
a year-on-year decrease in terms 
of median property price was May 
2020,” a rEiNZ spokeswoman 
said.

“May 2020 was heavily 
impacted by Covid-19 lockdowns, 
so it’s worth noting that excluding 
May 2020, it was May 2018.”

Sales for the month fell from 44 
in April last year to 29. however, 
Property brokers Gisborne branch 
manager Stefan McNeely said 
stock levels were up 100 percent 
on last April.

“While the stock levels are 
vastly increasing, the sales 
numbers have decreased. From a 
buyer point of view, it’s a really 
good time to buy because there’s 
a lot of one-on-one engagement 

versus auction rooms full to the 
brim, and paying a price based on 
what somebody else is willing to 
pay.

“it’s a good time to be cashed 
up for sure. 

“it’s still a great time to sell 
or buy, and if you are trying to 
capitalise on an investment, now is 
probably a good time to go rather 
than in a few months time.”

bayley’s Gisborne director 
Simon bousfield said the market 
remained buoyant with good 
listings.

“buyers are facing more 
challenges to gain approval to 
purchase, which is increasing days 
to sell and can result in many 
properties selling after deadline. 

“We continue to see strong 
values in the market being 
recorded.

“A one-month dip in median 
price is too little time to indicate 
a trend in the market, however 
it does reflect a slightly quieter 
residential market in April, 
compared to previous months.”

House prices fall slightly
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by Chris Taewa

IMAGINATION has no boundaries 
when it comes to the liberating world of 
Lego.

But emulating reality and celebrating 
history are also vital as Gisborne 
“bricks” gun Jono Samson underlined in 
a winning performance in episode four 
of TVNZ show Lego Masters NZ which 
screened last night.

Jono and Upper Hutt teammate Dan 
Mulholland bounced back from the 
tribulations of episode 3 to win the latest 
build titled Bridging the Gap.

The five remaining pairs were required 
to build a bridge, which was then pushed 
to breaking point by hanging weights 
from it. 

It is a common test challenge in Lego 
Masters series around the world but this 
one had a Kiwi twist.

“You are going to test your builds by 
dropping weights from your bridge like 

a bungy,” series presenter Dai Henwood 
informed the teams.

There were other structural regulations 
they had to follow, as well as the Lego 
prerequsites of making the bridge visually 
compelling and telling a story.

All to be done in 14 hours.
Jono and Dan chose a theme close to 

Jono’s heart. Their build, titled Samson 
Memorial Rail Bridge, was a tribute to 
Jono’s grandfather and father (Bob) 
and starred what has become an iconic 
feature of the Gisborne tourist industry — 
the Wa165 steam train.

The build has a huge emotional 
connection for Jono.

Jono’s train-driving father died when 
he was in his late teens.

He told The Gisborne Herald in a story 
before Lego Masters hit the screen that 
he and his father “used to travel the train 
track up and down the Coast”.

“My first-ever (Lego) creation I built 
was with my dad — a train,” he said on 

last night’s show.
“The Wa165, my grandfather and father 

were instrumental in helping to get it 
restored and back on the track.”

Dan appreciated what it meant to his 
“brick buddy”.

“It’s been an absolute pleasure in 
helping Jono honour his family.”

Brick Master and judge Robin Sather 
was mightily impressed by their end 
result.

It was “an inspired choice”, he said, 
there “was no doubt what you are looking 
at” and the detail of it was “beautiful”.

But was it structurally sound?
Jono and Dan were the second team to 

face the “bungy” test.
They survived the compulsory weight 

drops of one, two, five, eight and 10 
kilograms, then got to choose their 
weights from there.

At 15kg, cracks started to show, at 
20kg bits flew off but it held, but at 25kg, 
down she went.

Jono and Dan tied with Christchurch 
mothers Emily and Sarah in the weight 
test.

However, judge Sather picked Jono 
and Dan and Kapiti-Pahiatua mates Jake 
and Glenn (for their Titan Memorial Bridge 
build) as his top two although the latter 
only reached 10kg in their weight test.

By virtue of that, Dan and Jono 
were pronounced the winners and with 
that went an “advantage” in the next 
challenge.

“Both of you teams did an excellent 
job of painting a large-than-life story, big 
heroes, big features that we could see 
from a distance but also enjoy up close,” 
said Brick Master Sather. 

 “Both of you integrated your story well 
with the strength aspects of your bridge, 
but one of you lasted a little longer in the 
strength test and that’s why Jono and 
Dan, you are our winners.”

This was a non-elimination challenge. 
The next episode is on Monday.

Lego locals win with ‘inspired choice’

FULL STEAM AHEAD: Iconic Gisborne steam train Wa165 was recreated by Gisborne man Jono Samson and his Upper Hutt teammate Dan 
Mulholland in last night’s episode of Lego Masters NZ. The bridge it is on was then put through a “bungy” weight test to see how much it could 
take. It broke at 25 kilograms and Jono and Dan were later named winners of the challenge.  Facebook picture
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by Andrew McKenna

TURN on, tune in, but don’t drop out. 
In a few short days — this Saturday, 
May 21 at 8pm — Smash Palace’s very 
own radio station, SMASH107FM will 
officially hit the airwaves.

The new station will feature a varied 
mix of music including punk, indie, rock, 
reggae and roots — music inspired by, 
but not limited to, great times had at the 
bar.

Darryl Monteith and his wife Kerry 
Donovan — the brains behind Smash —  
both come from a long and varied radio 
background, and marrying the live venue 
with a 24-hour, non-stop music radio 
station is a logical move.

“I’ve been in radio for nearly 30 years, 
and it’s a way we can combine our 
passions of live music and radio,” Darryl 
said.

“It’s a good way to promote what’s 
happening here and it helps local artists 
build their audience. At Smash Palace 
we’ve got people from all over the place, 
but our big focus is on developing the 
local music scene.”

Another involved is Langley Gerrard, 
who has played in bands with Darryl, 

and is also an ex-radio guy.
“He decided he wanted to get involved, 

so there’s a bit of a team behind it,” 
Darryl said.

“For more than 30 years, Smash has 
been home to live music and legendary 
gigs. Our hope is that we can capture 
the incredible energy and character of 
the bar, spark a few memories, start 
a few conversations and celebrate the 
incredible diversity of musical talent that 
has rocked out at Smash.”

He describes the new station as “Gizzy 
as”, and local music will be its staple. The 
station will transmit from Wheatstone 
Road, broadcasting terrestrially on 
107FM in Gisborne and on the internet 
at www.smash107fm.com.

“It’s been our privilege to support the 
region’s live music scene and we can’t 
wait to bolster that on another platform,” 
he said.

“Ultimately, we’d love to see it translate 
into bigger crowds at shows and a more 
sustainable career path for our artists.”

Darryl, Kerry and the Smash crew 
have long been serious backers of local 
musical talent. Punk band Sit Down 
in Front have recently signed with the 
Native Tongue label in Australia, who 
were blown away by the energy the local 

band bring to their music.
“We are really excited to be involved 

with the band as they dive into their 
third record — while still at high school,” 
said Native Tongue’s head of creative, 
Matt Tanner.

But that’s old news to Smash, who 
have been giving the band the stage 
since they were in shorts, or 11 years old, 
whichever was first.

“They’ve been part of the scene since 
the get-go, but we also feature a band 
called Lazy 50, who released an album 
last year and are getting airplay in other 
parts of the country. We’ve got a band 
called Uni-fy . . . we feel we’re on the cusp 
of becoming an important music scene 
here.

“We’re online as well, so particularly 
ex-Gizzy people from around the world 
can tune in. People will get it in Gisborne, 
all over Wainui. It’s what we know and 
love and it’s a way to develop audiences 
for local bands.”

The excitement is palpable. Darryl and 
Kerry have worked in radio for larger 
companies, but for the Smash station 
they had to invest in their own technical 
gear. But they’re no corporate media 
conglomerate.

“We get by on the smell of an oily rag, 

so we’re looking at selling sponsorships 
to get local advertisers to sponsor shows, 
but we don’t want to fill it up with ads,” 
Darryl said.

“It’s been a bit of an uphill journey, but 
it’ll be a whole lot of fun to do a radio 
station — we can play whatever we like.”

It’s not just local musicians the station 
will feature, as they will soon be looking 
for partners.

“Just as we aspire to provide a stage 
for all at the bar, Smash107FM is a 
platform built to be shared. We’ll soon 
be on the lookout for those interested in 
developing specialist shows that help us 
better reflect the voices of our region. 

“We’ll offer evening and weekend 
‘dayparts’ as a platform for those with a 
particular musical passion with the hope 
that we’ll incorporate the best music from 
those shows into the general rotation.”

He said already there was interest in 
Gisborne in the new station, and they 
will “throw the switch” at the launch 
party this Saturday. And that party will 
feature live sets from Uni-fy, Lazy Fifty, 
The Crumb Factory, and Overdrive. There 
will be t-shirt and sticker giveaways on 
the night.

You’d be howling mad to miss it. 
But if you do, catch it on the radio.

BOLINGFORD,
Elizabeth (Liz) Agnes.
— Passed away
peacefully, at Nelson
Hospital, on 15.5.2022,
aged 84 years. Dearly
loved and cherished
wife of the late Frank
Bolingford. Adored
mother to her children,
Mark and Rousie,
Shane and Susan, Reece
and Ngaire, Pam and
Steve, Struan and Clare.
Grandmother and
Great-Grandmother to
all her beautiful
mokopuna.
   A celebration of
Elizabeth and Frank’s
lives will be held at
Evans Chapel, 171
Ormond Road,
Mangapapa, Gisborne,
at 11am on Friday
20.5.2022, followed by
interment at Taruheru
Cemetery. Moe mai ra,
moe mai ra Mum.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd. FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

FAMILY NOTICES

Deaths

Monumental

Masons

STONEHAVEN
for

Funerals
and

Memorials

601 Nelson Road

Ph 867 1 800

Smash taking to the airwaves

THERE are 83 new cases 
of Covid-19 here today.

“Yesterday we had 90 new 
cases of Covid and today 
we’ve got 83, so as expected 
we remain in the 50-100 per 
day range, with between 
400 and 500 active cases in 
the community,” a Hauora 
Tairawhiti spokesman said. 

“We haven’t had any 
Covid positive admissions 
to hospital.”

Covid cases
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by Andrew McKenna

AUTHOR of the Sideways 
publishing phenomenon, Rex Pickett, 
made a flying visit to Gisborne at the 
weekend. 

It’s now no longer under wraps that 
another sequel, this time set in New 
Zealand, is brewing. And ‘brewing’, 
for those who don’t know the books, 
is appropriate, because the three 
Sideways books so far, as well as the 
award-winning feature film adaptation, 
the podcast, a Sideways play and a 
“Sideways effect”, all revolve around 
wine. And what better place in New 
Zealand to research a wine novel than 
Gisborne? 

Youssef Mourra, a big Sideways fan, 
saw the movie in 2005 and fell in love 
with both it and pinot noir. He tracked 
down the book and read it, then read the 
two sequels, Vertical and Sideways 3. 

“I watched the movie and had to 
drink pinot noir,” Youssef said this week 
from his home in Wellington. 

“I had to drink it. I read the books 
and loved them, although there’s a lot in 
there that could not be put into a movie. 
I went to Sideways – The Play at the 
Mana Little Theatre in Wellington in 
late 2019 and read the Sideways books 
again.”

He was really taken with the books, so 
much so that during lockdown he read 
them for a third time and still found 
them funny. 

“I was feeling very miserable about 
Covid, and I read them again to cheer 
me up,” he said. 

“I decided to tell this guy that he 
was a bloody good writer, and had he 
considered writing a fourth book in New 
Zealand. He wrote back with a two-
page email saying how he would do it.

“We video-link frequently and we’ve 
set up a podcast that’s heard in 57 
countries. He arrived here last Thursday 
and we met with him.

“Rex was introduced to some wines he 
had never heard of, and three days later 
he’s still raving about them.”

As for the “Sideways effect”, mention 

of particular varieties of wine in the 
books has had a big impact on wine 
sales. Research has found that the first 
book boosted sales of pinot noir, while 
merlot sales dropped. Oregon wines 
made it on to the map with the second 
Sideways book, Vertical, and Chilean 
wines hit the radar with Sideways 3: 
Chile.

“The movie was very popular. It had 
a massive impact on drinking habits of 
the US, Australia, New Zealand and 
the UK, helping transform the US from 
a beer-dominated culture to wine. It 
made wine sales go through the roof. It 
made a big impact in English-speaking 
countries.”

The Sideways movie won over 350 
plaudits from various critics and film 

organisations, received five Academy 
Award nominations and won Best 
Adapted Screenplay. It received seven 
Golden Globe nominations, and won 
two for Best Screenplay and Best 
Musical or Comedy. The play has been 
staged at least five times, and is currently 
enjoying a tour in Spain, with two casts 
performing it, one in Spanish and the 
other in Euskara (Basque). 

But back in Gisborne, “Rex was blown 
away by the quality of the wines here, 
and he even enjoyed the merlot here,” 
Youssef said.

“He tasted some wines still in the 
barrels and found the food he enjoyed 
mindblowing.”

Pickett was also impressed with the 
Gisborne environment — “it reminded 

him of earlier southern Californian 
towns”, said Youssef.

That is a place Pickett is familiar with, 
having grown up in San Diego. But for 
the next six months he will be based in 
Queenstown, a prime spot for accessing 
the vineyards of  Central Otago. He 
plans to return to Gisborne in his 
campervan as the writing progresses. 

And for fans of the books, Miles and 
Jack are back.

In the original book, Miles, an 
aspiring novelist is obsessed with 
wine and has never recovered from 
his divorce. He decides to give his old 
college friend and failed actor Jack a trip 
through the vineyards of the Santa Ynez 
Valley the week before Jack’s wedding. 
The two are badly matched, as Jack is 
an incurable seducer and womaniser 
and Miles is chronically depressed and 
pessimistic. Jack is looking for his last 
taste of freedom, and Miles is seeking 
perfection in a bottle. Jack could drink 
any merlot, Miles is looking for a pinot 
of absolute perfection. The only thing 
that seems to unite them is the same 
mix of failed ambitions and declining 
youth.

In the new book they will be arriving 
in Auckland and touring New Zealand’s 
wine regions, including Napier, 
Martinborough, Wairarapa, and of 
course Gisborne. Businesses around the 
country are coming to the party, with 
various organisations sponsoring Rex’s 
airfares, travel and accommodation, 
realising this could make our wines the 
Next Big Thing. 

“The number of Kiwis when they hear 
the word Sideways, they go nuts because 
they know what an impact it had,” 
Youssef said.

“Rex is going for the moment with 
Sideways New Zealand.” 

As Miles says to Jack in the film: 
“Despite your crass behaviour, I’m 
actually glad we’re getting this time 
together”.

And with Rex and New Zealand 
spending time together, we’re about to 
find out about the Sideways effect in 
New Zealand.

Boning up on NZ wines for Sideways 4

TRYING THE LOCAL DROp: American author Rex Pickett (right) with Sideways 
uber-fan Youssef Mourra, among the vines at TW Wines in Gisborne. 
 Picture by Paul Rickard

by Akula Sharma

community advocates are calling on the 
Government to increase accommodation 
supplements and help low-income households 
tackle rent price hikes in tomorrow’s Budget.

Tairāwhiti Beneficiaries Advocacy Trust 
spokesperson Shelley Hannah-Kingi says ideally 
income-related rents — which Kāinga Ora uses 
— would help a lot of whānau rather than an 
increase in the accommodation supplement.

“Because whenever it increases so does rent 
price.”

Ms Hannah-Kingi said an increase in the cash 
asset limit to that of Income-Related Rent Subsidy 
(IRRS) at the rate of $42,000 would allow people to 
save and buy a house. 

the Government could also allow users to 
capitalise on their Best Start payments or family 
tax credits for a home deposit. 

“They could at least review the amounts of 
accommodation supplement for each area and 
recognise the true rate of rent people are paying,” 
Ms Hannah-Kingi said.

“The Government should pay extra or move 
the area up into the next area category for 
accommodation supplement purposes.”

Gisborne is in Area 3, which allows just 
$80 maximum. Ms Hannah-Kingi said people 
in Gisborne’s CBD and surrounding suburbs 
who were on low income or a benefit needed 

to be able to receive the rate of Area 1 — $305 
maximum per week — to afford the rents of over 
$600 per week. 

Auckland  is designated Area 1.
“Our single people need the Area 1 rate of $165 

to help them afford rents of around $300 or more. 
“The $80 max for Gisborne leaves them 

homeless if they can’t get social housing.
“We have over 700 whānau on the social 

housing register. Many of them are homeless and 
in need of housing now.

“This number continues to grow because 
that’s the only housing they can afford. 

“the list will continue to grow while there 
is no affordable housing or assistance to help 
subsidise the rents.”

The Salvation Army has called on the 
Government to boost its housing support 
for hundreds of thousands of lower-income 
households, including an urgent increase in 
housing support payments, along with longer-
term reforms.

“Budget needs to urgently increase housing 
support payments for the most vulnerable 
families,” the Army said in a statement.

Salvation Army senior social policy analyst 
Paul Barber said high rental costs and the surging 
increase in the cost of living were leaving the 
most vulnerable individuals and families behind in 
securing safe and affordable accommodation.

“Rent levels have risen by 40 percent or 

more since the 2016 rent levels that the current 
accommodation supplement is based on.

“Housing payments, such as the 
accommodation supplement, need to be urgently 
increased just to catch up with the high cost of 
accommodation, while longer-term reforms will 
make them more fit for purpose.

“In the midst of this extended housing crisis, 
The Salvation Army is looking to this week’s 
Budget to deliver genuine relief to the high 

housing and living costs being faced by lower-
income households.” 

The Salvation Army’s pre-budget policy paper, 
Housing Support Crisis Response was released 
yesterday (May 16) and is available here: www.
salvationarmy.org.nz/article/housing-support-
crisis-response

Finance Minister Grant Robertson delivers  
Budget 2022, from Parliament, tomorrow 
afternoon. 

Help for housing
vulnerable: 
As the numbers 
in emergency 
housing grow, 
community 
advocates are 
hoping for 
some help in 
tomorrow’s 
Budget.

File picture

Pinning hopes 
on Budget ‘22
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by Michael Neilson, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — The Government’s 
major plan to drastically reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions has been pulled apart by critics 
on all sides of the political spectrum, with 
even the Climate Change Minister admitting 
he’d like it to go further.

The National Party has criticised a lack 
of detail — particularly around the flagship 
electric vehicle “scrap and replace” scheme 
targeted at low-income whānau, the number 
of “plans about plans” and “corporate welfare” 
for businesses it says should already be 
making the changes required.

Meanwhile, Te Pāti Māori says the plan 
is not ambitious enough, lacks detail on 
addressing inequities and has hit out at the 
omission of the agriculture sector, which 
makes up half of the country’s emissions.

The Government has hit back, Climate 
Change Minister James Shaw saying the 
most important thing was that there was 
now a plan in place, and he was confident 
it would deliver the emissions reductions 
required.

However, the Green Party co-leader told 
reporters if it was a Green-only government 
it would have looked a lot different.

“By definition, it has a Labour hue to it,” 
he said.

The plan, unveiled on Monday, outlines 
how Aotearoa New Zealand can do its 
bit toward tackling a climate crisis fast 
approaching the symbolic 1.5 degree 
threshold and reaching the target net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

It seeks to do so first by meeting three 
emissions budgets initially out to 2035 —the 
first to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
by 11.5 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent over the next four years — which 
have Parliamentary support.

Responding to criticism over agriculture’s 
omission from any major reductions 
and $710 million windfall despite not 
contributing to the Emissions Trading 
Scheme that funds it, Shaw said he had long 
been frustrated by the “extremely slow” action 
from the sector.

While it was intended agriculture joined 
the ETS, which puts a price on greenhouse 
gas emissions, this was first mooted in 2000.

However, Shaw said he still backed the 
plan, saying many of the initiatives were 
Green policy.

“There are many initiatives that are in the 
(plan) that coincidentally look quite a lot like 
Green Party policy that we have run on over 
many, many years.

“Ultimately, if you want to say we’re going 
to reduce emissions, these are the kinds of 
answers that you would come up with.”

National Party leader Christopher Luxon 
said his party was committed to the targets 
and budgets, but disagreed with the plan to 
get there.

He said they would support the Climate 
Commission — which Act opposes — and 
would provide a “fully-costed” alternative 
emissions reduction plan ahead of the next 
election.

National remained opposed to agriculture 
being in the ETS, but Luxon said they were 
looking forward to hearing recommendations 
from the He Waka Eke Noa process, a 
industry-led effort on reducing emissions, 
expected later this month.

Luxon said no other country in the world 
included agriculture in such schemes, and 
so it had to be done in a way that did not 
disadvantage the sector.

National did support the funding for 
the sector, which would further investigate 
how to reduce emissions and set up a 
new research centre. However, Luxon 
said funding for other sectors, where how 
to reduce emissions was more clear, was 
“corporate welfare”.

Deputy leader Nicola Willis said the plan 
overall lacked detail, and took aim at the 
$569m for the Clean Car Upgrade — a 
scheme to shift low-income households to 
electric and hybrid vehicles, building on the 
feebate scheme.

Transport Minister Michael Wood has 
said the threshold for the scheme would 
be about the median household income — 
“about $75,000 or so”, but with further work 
to come.

It would apply to vehicles eight years old 
or less, and costing $35,000 and below, he 
said, with a discount of $10,000.

A trial would fund 2500 vehicles, with the 
rest of the funding set aside to expand it.

Willis said, however, with none of that 

certain and little other detail, including 
how much the grants would be or what cars 
would be eligible, it was impossible to say if 
it would work or not.

Already industry experts have indicated 
even with discounts the costs of EVs remain 
prohibitively high for many households, and 
raised concerns over the electricity network’s 
ability to power it all, with another goal 
being 30 percent of all light vehicles being 
electric — or “low emission” — by 2035.

Co-leader Debbie Ngarewa-Packer, 
co-leader of Te Pāti Māori which was the 
only party to oppose the emissions budgets 
along with Act, said they expected something 
“a lot more ambitious”.

“We have a Government that has quite a 
strong mandate, we expected something that 
would be a lot more inclusive of grassroots, 
of those who struggle.

“We expected to see less cows, less 
methane so we’re disappointed in that sense. 
It’s a start, but we expected a hell of a lot 
more boldness.”

While the plan’s first two chapters were 
dedicated to empowering Māori and 
ensuring equity in climate action, Ngarewa-
Packer said there was very little detail, and 
rather plans to develop plans and strategies.

“We don’t need to see two tracks down the 
line, we need to see an ambitious plan now.

“Where’s the detail for tangata whenua? 
Where’s the detail for low income whānau? 
Where’s the detail for grassroots? It’s not 
there.”

Energy Minister Megan Woods, speaking 
on behalf of the Government in a special 
debate on the topic, called out the National 
Party position opposing the plan despite 
supporting other climate efforts.

“If you sign up to the budgets, you’ve 
got to have a plan for how to reduce the 
emissions. They need to put the detail on 
the table and tell us what they would do 
differently. It is simply lazy rhetoric to call it 
corporate welfare.

“It is a party not standing by what it 
has signed up to when it will not accept 
the difficult things that we have to do as a 
country to truly meet our carbon budgets.”

Nats back targets, not strategies

ALEXANDRA — A former 
Ministry of Social Development 
case manager who funnelled 
more than $26,000 of beneficiary 
payments into her own bank 
accounts has been sentenced to 
home detention.

Joanne Marie Dodunski (38), 
unemployed, appeared in the 
Alexandra District Court yesterday 
for sentencing on 12 charges of 
accessing a computer system for 
a dishonest purpose.

Dodunski, who carried out the 
offending while working in the 
ministry’s office in Papakura, 
Auckland, relocated to the Lindis 
Valley after her offending was 
uncovered.

Judge Michael Turner said 
the defendant was authorised 
to process payments for 
beneficiaries, including special 
needs grants and renewable 
assistance.

Between April 2019 and August 
2020, she made payments totalling 
$26,090.88 into personal bank 
accounts, or directly to suppliers 
to pay household expenses.

She tagged the payments 
to the accounts of 12 welfare 
beneficiaries, including those of 
friends and neighbours.

“This was a loss to the state, 
every taxpayer in this country,” 

Judge Turner said.
Her offending was motivated 

by her husband having lost his 
job, making her the sole income-
earner as well as main carer of 
their children.

Dodunski also claimed she 
needed the money to buy 
methamphetamine, which “gave 
her energy” when she was 
exhausted.

However, her meth use was 
self-reported and there was no 
evidence of it, the judge said.

Her offending was 
“sophisticated, deliberate, 
calculated and lengthy” and a 
huge breach of her employer’s 
trust in her.

It was further aggravated by her 
initial denial of the charges.

The only mitigating factor was 
her previous clean record.

He sentenced her to nine 
months’ home detention, and 
ordered her to repay all the money, 
$800 immediately and the balance 
at $40 a week. — ODT

Former ministry worker 
stole more than $26k

by, Michael Neilson, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — The 
Government is considering 
sanctioning Russian billionaire 
oligarch Alexander Abramov — 
who has been linked to Putin 
— but has to work through how 
it will affect New Zealanders, 
Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta 
says.

Abramov is co-founder and 
chairman of Russian steel 
producer Evraz, 
and has an 
estimated net 
worth of over $10 
billion (according 
to Forbes).

Abramov 
also has close 
ties to fellow 
oligarch Roman 
Abramovich, the 
recent owner of 
Chelsea Football Club whose 
assets have been frozen by the 
UK over “clear links to Putin”, 
and is under sanctions here.

While Abramov has been the 
target of sanctions worldwide, 
including the United Kingdom 
and Australia, Abramov has so far 
escaped personal attention here 
despite owning a luxury retreat in 

Helena Bay, worth an estimated 
$50m.

New Zealand has so far enacted 
a vast array of sanctions on 
Russia and countries aiding and 
abetting the war — including 
Belarus. Sanctions are also 
applied to over 700 individuals.

Asked why New Zealand had 
not yet applied sanctions on 
Abramov, Mahuta said New 
Zealand had to make “our own 
determinations”, and assess 

the full impact 
of sanctions 
against him and 
“flow-through 
impacts on New 
Zealanders”.

“That’s why 
we’re undertaking 
our own 
determination 
in our own way 
about where to 

next, with suitable individuals.”
Stuff reported yesterday those 

“unintended consequences” 
already included 420 New 
Zealanders unable to access their 
Russian pension payments.

In addition to the Northland 
mansion, Abramov owns a range 
of other properties here.

In 2021, Abramov majority-

funded the purchase of land in 
the suburb of Morningside in 
Auckland. 

An apartment block is now 
under construction on the land, 
with 39 apartments being built. 
This was through a New Zealand 
registered business, Targa Capital 
Ltd, which has New Zealand 
directors but “is ultimately 
controlled and receives the 
majority of its funding from Mr 
Alexander Abramov of Russia”, 
according to the OIO decision.

Meanwhile, Mahuta said she 
did not know how long their 
“determinations” could take. 

They shared information with 
countries, including Australia and 
Britain, “regularly”, she said.

“I’m not going to discuss the 
details of specific cases. But I can 
say there was a regular sharing 
of information between Australia 
and New Zealand in particular, 
around individual services 
entities and the way in which the 
sanctions regime has applied in 
their country and what we may 
consider.”

The most recent sanctions 
targeted Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s “cadre of 
warmongers”, including 170 
senior politicians.

NZ ‘considering’ sanctions on 
Russian billionaire oligarch

O P E N

Open Justice — Te Pātiti, a

Public Interest Journalism

initiative funded through NZ on Air

‘ We’re undertaking 
our own determination 
in our own way about 
where to next, with 
suitable individuals. ’  —Nanaia Mahuta

Climate change plan attacked from all sides over lack of detail

EMISSIONS BUDGETS: The emissions reduction plan outlines how Aotearoa can 
do its bit toward tackling a climate crisis fast approaching the symbolic 1.5 degrees 
temperature
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by Georgina Campbell, NZ Herald 

WELLINGTON — A multi-million-
dollar upgrade to maternity services in 
the Hutt Valley has been “paused” after a 
building was deemed earthquake-prone.

It was revealed yesterday the main 
building at Hutt Hospital, the Heretaunga 
Block, is below 34 percent of the New 
Building Standard.

The second phase of a $9.47 million 
Government investment to improve 
maternity care is located in this building, 
with $2 million already spent on it.

In 2020 the Government announced 
the upgrade after news one baby died and 
another suffered brain injury from “poor 
care”.

Health Minister Andrew Little said the 
first stage of the project, with new office 
and clinical spaces for the Community 
Midwifery Service, has been completed at 
a cost of $150,000. This is in a different 
building from the Heretaunga Block.

But Little said the second stage of the 
upgrade has been affected by the Heretaunga 
Block being deemed earthquake-prone.

“$2 million has been spent on the second 
stage which is in the affected Heretaunga 
Block. That project has been paused,” he 
said.

The $9.47 million Hutt maternity services 
project was scheduled to run through 
until the end of 2024 and included the 
redevelopment of the Maternity Assessment 
Unit, Maternity Ward, and the Special Care 
Baby Unit.

The Hutt Valley DHB has been 
approached for comment.

Yesterday Hutt Valley and Capital & 
Coast District Health Boards chief executive 
Fionnagh Dougan said they have some years 
to bring the building back to acceptable 
levels but the work would disrupt patient 
care.

“Instead, we will be looking at how 
we can move patients and services out of 
the building as well as examining what 
alternative arrangements might work for our 
communities.”

Sarah Dwan is 32 weeks pregnant and 
planning on giving birth at Hutt Hospital 
but now is not sure where she will end up 
delivering her baby.

“It is worrying and quite upsetting for 
residents on where they would actually go 
to safely deliver their babies if home birth is 
not an option. It’s really hard because it’s like 

you’ve been given this bombshell but not 
knowing am I going to be affected by this,” 
she said.

Dwan is concerned about the lack of 
options for expecting parents in the Hutt, 
particularly after a birthing unit closed last 
year.

“Wellington Hospital is only 20 minutes 
away, or 12 minutes in a quick ambulance, 
but it would still impact how you feel about 
getting the help, whereas in the Hutt I 
am only about six minutes away from the 
hospital,” she said.

In the meantime, services would continue 
to be delivered from the Heretaunga 
Block and people could continue to access 
healthcare at Hutt Hospital as they normally 
would, she said.

Little stressed Hutt Hospital remained 
open.

“The Government is committed to the 
delivery of hospital services in the Hutt 
Valley, including maternity services.

“The health board is taking a 
precautionary approach to exiting one 
building at the hospital while continuing to 
provide services to the local community. We 
support that approach.”

While details were still being worked 
out, Little said the move would be done in 
an orderly way to make sure patients still 
received the healthcare they needed.

“This will obviously have an impact on 

other parts of the health system, and the 
DHB is working with the Ministry of 
Health, Interim Health New Zealand, the 
Māori Health Authority and Capital and 
Coast DHB to minimise this.”

Meanwhile, a proposal is going to be 
tabled at the DHB’s next board meeting for 
the hospital to take over the Te Awakairangi 
birthing unit, which closed last year.

Hutt Valley District Health Board 
members Prue Lamason and Richard Stein 
are behind the move.

“We’re going to move a motion that they 
lease it at least during the time that they 
are sorting out what’s going to happen,” 
Lamason said.

“It’s just sitting there”, she said.
The pair previously fought to try to keep 

the purpose-built primary birthing facility 
open, which was funded through the Wright 
Family Foundation.

However, directors and founder of 
Mothers Matter, Chloe Wright, made the 
“extremely difficult” decision to close it in 
September.

“The Hutt Valley DHB continues to 
refuse to engage in a partnership to provide 
funding for this charitable entity, which has 
been funded solely by the Wright Family 
Foundation for the past three years,” a 
statement at the time said.

 Additional reporting from RNZ

‘IT IS WORRYING’
Health services face uncertainty after 
hospital building deemed quake-prone

‘POOR CARE’: The Heretaunga Block at Hutt Hospital will be cleared because it has 
been deemed an earthquake risk.  RNZ picture

WELLINGTON — DHB administration and 
clerical workers are celebrating a historical 
pay equity settlement — a day which will “go 
down in history”, a union says.

The Public Service Association (PSA) 
said the settlement — which will see pay 
rises of up to 40 percent — has been 
“overwhelmingly” accepted by workers.

“PSA has been fighting for equal pay 
for work of equal value for women workers 
since 1913,” national secretary Kerry Davies 
said. 

“The equal pay settlement for 
administration and clerical workers in DHBs 
is another step in a long journey. Each step 
has a concrete and inter-generational effect 
for the workers it covers, and that’s worth 
celebrating.”

Minister of Health Andrew Little said the 
agreement was “hugely significant” and will 
give pay rises to hospital administration and 
clerical workers across the country. 

“Negotiating pay-equity agreements 
can be challenging, involving complicated 
processes to establish how much pay rates 
are affected by the fact that most of the 
people working in jobs are women,” Little 
said.

PSA national sector leader Sue 
McCullough said thousands of workers 
— mainly women — will receive pay that 
recompenses labour, not gender. “Pay 
equity will change the lives of many of these 
workers, with some to receive pay rises of 
up to 40 percent. Not all roles within the 
sector have been underpaid as significantly 
as others, so pay rises will vary.”

Meanwhile, union delegate and long-time 
advocate for pay equity Nancy McShane said 
the announcement brought tears to her eyes.

“Settlement of this equal pay claim is 
another important step towards true equality 
for all women in Aotearoa and will be 
profoundly transformational in the lives of 
my DHB Admin colleagues,” she said.

The settlement comes a day after allied 
health workers, separate from the DHB 
administrators and clerical staff, went on 
strike.

Elective surgeries and clinics scheduled 
across the country were disrupted on May 
15 as 10,000 workers walked off the job for 
24 hours.

The strike was held after more than 18 
months of negotiations between the parties 
for a new collective agreement, including 
work-to-rule plans where staff refused to 
work more than their contracted hours, and 
took all breaks they are entitled to.

Hospital workers under the “Allied Health” 
multi-employer agreement include laboratory 
and anaesthetic technicians, oral health 
therapists, alcohol and drug clinicians and 
sterile sciences technicians. They don’t 
include doctors, nurses or midwives.  
 — NZ Herald

Pay equity deal 
for health admin 
workers reached
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AUCKLAND — The second of New Zealand’s 
two naval frigates is due to leave Canada, eight 
years after an upgrade project began.

The costs to upgrade Te Mana, and before it Te 
Kaha, have blown out to between $600 million and 
$700m, due in part to project management errors. 
Main contractor Lockheed Martin Canada and a 
subcontractor are mired in a court battle.

The Ministry of Defence said that dispute has 
had no impact on the upgrades. However, other 
delays had pushed the project back by more than 
three years, even before Covid-19 hit. The deal was 
inked in 2014 at just under half a billion dollars, 
but in 2017 the Government was forced to put in 
another $140m.

“Cost overruns primarily occurred due to 
project management mistakes in estimating the 

cost of the installation of equipment and delays 
resolving the issue, which made an unacceptable 
situation worse,” then Defence Minister Ron 
Mark told Parliament, adding, “The previous 
Government was first informed of cost pressures 
within the project in September 2016”.

“That’s right. We said, ‘Go away’,” responded 

National’s Gerry Brownlee.
Te Kaha returned to New Zealand at the end of 

2020. The NZDF annual report for 2020-21 under 
“Naval Combat” says “no capability”, “0 percent”. 
The upgrades were to extend the vessels’ 
operational life to around 2030 — only eight years 
away. — RNZ

NZ frigate to 
leave Canada

TIME TO 
RETURN:The 
HMNZS Te Mana. 
The costs to 
upgrade the ship 
Te Mana, and 
before it Te Kaha, 
have blown 
out to between 
$600 million and 
$700m, due in 
part to project 
management 
mistakes.  
 Picture supplied

by Jamie Morton, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — The bulk of 
Facebook disinformation that swirled 
around the climax of summer’s 
Parliament protest stemmed from just a 
dozen local social media accounts.

That’s according to a major new 
analysis that’s explored how social media 
activity inflamed tensions that spilled out 
over three weeks in the capital, causing 
a “tectonic shift” in New Zealand’s 
disinformation landscape.

A flood of Covid-19-related activity has 
exposed thousands more Kiwis to what 
the report’s authors called “splintered 
realities”, while also helping push people 
toward racist and violent ideologies.

Researchers Kate Hannah, Kayli 
Taylor and Dr Sanjana Hattotuwa drew 
on open-source data covering millions of 
posts and hundreds of hours of videos 
and live footage.

The websites they focused on ranged 
from platforms like Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube, to channels 
linked to the far-right such as Telegram, 
Rumble, Odysee, Gab and Gettr.

Each shift in New Zealand’s Covid 
response caused ripples across these 
sites.

As our paediatric vaccine roll-out 
kicked off, for instance, one post bogusly 
claiming five children had collapsed at a 
vaccination centre went viral.

But the unprecedented surge in online 
traffic they observed around February’s 
anti-mandate convoy to Wellington, and 
the 23-day occupation that followed, 
surprised even them.

Across 140 Telegram channels and 
chat groups, subscriber numbers jumped 
from 243,341 at the start of the year to 
307,613 by February 11 — a few days 
after the convoy arrived at Parliament.

By March 4 — two days after a clash 
between protesters and police that saw 
nearly 90 people arrested and 40 officers 
injured — the subscriber count had 
climbed to 353,377.

On Facebook, February alone brought 
more followers to mis- and disinformation 
spaces than the entire six months before, 
with a similar rise seen on Instagram.

It was the final stand-off of March 2 
that really stood out to the researchers.

Posts on a single Facebook page, run 
by a known “misinformation super-
spreader”, drew some of the highest 
engagement in the country.

The amount of traffic on Facebook 
misinformation pages even eclipsed that 
of pages operated by New Zealand’s 
mainstream media outlets combined.

Even by mid-February, misinformation 
pages began attracting more video views 
than on media Facebook pages.

“The narrative frames, language and 
perspectives differed greatly from mis- 
and disinformation pages to mainstream 
media pages,” the researchers wrote.

“Depending on which ecology they 
trusted as providing a true . . . capture of 
the Parliament protest, New Zealanders 
were presented with radically different 
narratives of the protest, at complete 
odds with each other.”

Yet on that final day, 73 percent 
of Facebook interactions over 
misinformation and disinformation was 
traced back to just 12 accounts.

As the Parliament protest came to 
its riotous end, the researchers noticed 

international conspiratorialism blend 
further into chatter among the groups — 
with false accusations that activists with 
anti-fascist group Antifa were behind the 
violence.

There were also threats against 
politicians, journalists, academics, experts 
and others — and particularly women.

In another troubling trend — and 
weeks before the invasion of Ukraine 
began — they saw the sharing of Russia-
linked propaganda. Some posts even 
featured the Ukrainian flag as a symbol 
for paedophiles, carrying similarities 
to theories surrounding the QAnon 
conspiracy movement that’s helped drive 
anti-vaccination sentiment.

The future implications of these recent 
events were “myriad”, Hannah said, and 
“deeply concerning” for our democracy. 

“The parliamentary protest exposed 
more New Zealanders to disinformation 
and revealed more splintering of 
reality, to the extent that the mass 
shooting in Buffalo, which was inspired 
by the Christchurch mosque terrorist 
attacks, is now widely discussed within 
disinformation social media spaces as 
‘another false flag’.”

Of particular concern to her and 
colleagues was the extreme misogyny 
and racism they’d monitored — including 
anti-Maori, Islamophobic and antisemitic 
sentiment. Hattotuwa worried that “new 
foundations” for disinformation had been 
laid in New Zealand.

“It’s going to be unlike anything that 
Aotearoa New Zealand has seen before, in 
terms of our engagement with elections.” 

Last night, the Prime Minister’s 
chief science adviser Professor Dame 
Juliet Gerrard told the Herald that the 
Wellington occupation had made the 
public more aware of how disinformation 
was affecting our country.

Alarm at rise of fake news
New analysis highlights inflammatory role of social media in Parliament protest

‘TECTONIC SHIFT’: The Parliament occupation drove a surge in social media 
disinformation and misinformation.  NZ Herald picture
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Confidence with a smile



by Alex Spence, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — Health Minister 
Andrew Little has announced a “pretty 
targeted” $100 million Budget package for 
specialist mental health services that are 
struggling to cope with rising numbers 
of people in psychological distress and 
crippling workforce shortages.

The new investment will be cautiously 
welcomed by people on the front lines but 
won’t come close to resolving the crisis — 
an assessment that is becoming a theme of 
this Government’s record on mental health.

Three years ago, Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern stood before a group of health 
professionals at a clinic in Mangere, 
Auckland, to announce her Government’s 
first major policy move in the area.

It was still nine 
months before the 
coronavirus outbreak 
consumed her 
administration and 
mental health was top 
of her policy agenda. 

Labour had 
inherited a “broken” 
system, it claimed, 
and Ardern was 
personally committed 
to improving it.

After commissioning a national inquiry, 
He Ara Oranga, that delivered a damning 
assessment of the state of mental health, 
Ardern’s Government set aside $1.9 billion 
for mental health in its 2019 Wellbeing 
Budget.

As the Prime Minister explained to the 
attendees that day, the centrepiece of that 
investment was Access and Choice, a new 
$455 million front-line service intended to 
provide early intervention for people with 
mild and moderate mental health difficulties 
in primary settings.

“This will change lives, I absolutely 
believe that,” Ardern told the group, visibly 
excited.

Today, though, Labour’s position on 
mental health seems less upbeat.

In recent months, a succession of 
troubling data points has prompted renewed 
concern about the state of New Zealand’s 
mental wellbeing and pushed the issue back 
to the top of the political agenda.

As The New Zealand Herald has 
reported, the problems Labour inherited 
haven’t disappeared. Covid has magnified 
the crisis, pushing more people into 
psychological distress and compounding 
the challenges facing the public services for 
people with mental illness.

Eager to be seen as “the first government 
to take mental health seriously”, Labour 
finds itself on the defensive, accused 
of losing focus on a policy priority and 
responding to a chorus of critics asking why 
its $1.9 billion investment hasn’t resolved 
the crisis.

Some of the criticism is unfair.
The money didn’t just disappear into a 

black hole. Talk to people in the sector and 
you will hear plenty of nuanced critiques of 

Access and Choice, but few experts say it is 
a poor use of money. Early intervention for 
people with mild conditions is an important 
gap that needed filling.

Front-line staff in primary care say Access 
and Care is making a difference where it 
has been rolled out. But even its supporters 
acknowledge that improving early 
intervention in primary care could only ever 
be part of the solution.

In its 2019 Budget, Labour gave relatively 
little money to address the enormous strain 
on specialist services operated by District 
Health Boards that are meant to care for 
people with moderate and severe mental 
health problems.

These services, which saw about 191,000 
people last year, have experienced a sharp 
rise in demand in recent years but are 

struggling. Last week, 
a major New Zealand 
Herald investigation 
exposed serious 
challenges preventing 
thousands of Kiwis 
getting timely and 
effective care, based 
on interviews with 
service users, carers, 
front-line staff and 
health officials.

Staff are burning 
out and leaving, forcing DHBs to ration 
care and restrict access. Police and 
emergency departments are inundated by 
people in crisis. Inpatient facilities are so 
crowded that psychiatrists dread being on 
call after hours because there are no beds if 
urgently required.

It was these pressures the Health Minister 
sought to address yesterday.

Speaking at a residential mental health 
facility run by a charity in Christchurch, 
Little said the biggest portion of this 
year’s Budget allocation is $27 million for 
boosting services for adults with serious 
needs.

No specific initiatives have been approved 
yet, but the Government anticipates funding 
a range of providers to deliver community-
based services including residential respite 
facilities run by people with experience of 
mental illness in partnership with clinicians.

Shaun Robinson, chief executive of 
the Mental Health Foundation, one of 
the sector’s most outspoken advocates, 
welcomed the announcement but hinted at 
frustration with the piecemeal approach to 
reform.

“One service there, one clinic there, 
one pilot somewhere else, without a clear 
direction and without any goals, any targets, 
any accountability.”

This is not a partisan point. The crisis 
wasn’t created by Labour and it will 
take years of investment and reform by 
administrations led by both major parties to 
remedy.

“We still have plenty to do,” Little 
acknowledged in a recent interview with 
The New Zealand Herald. 

It was true then and will still be true after 
the Budget.

Mental health 
boost welcomed 
but ‘not enough’

QUEENSTOWN — South Island 
ski fields are gearing up to make some 
snow as the natural stuff is forecast to 
fall later this week.

The Remarkables ski area manager 
Ross Lawrence said incoming cold 
weather could mean 10cm-20cm of 
snow on the mountain, “which is very 
welcome at this time of year”.

Coronet Peak ski area manager Nigel 
Kerr said if temperatures allowed, the 
team there would be firing up the 
snowmaking guns and getting stuck into 
crew training for both Coronet Peak and 
the Remarkables staff.

On Monday, the crew moved about 
20 snowmaking guns around the hill by 
helicopter, and Kerr said they hoped this 
weekend would be a good opportunity 
to work out some kinks and check how 
that gun arrangement would work.

However, with the ski season still a 

month away, they would not be going 
overboard, Kerr said.

“Putting snow on the ground isn’t a 
bad thing, it helps cool grounds down, it 
helps prepare for the next snowfall.

“Normally what we do is fire 
up Coronet first, as it has got the 
biggest system — it needs more of a 
shakedown — get that rolling, and then 
as temperatures drop, we would turn on 
Remarkables.”

Lawrence said while the crew was 
training at Coronet, the Remarkables 
would not be snowmaking this weekend, 
but he anticipated once the crew was 
back on the mountain next week the 
snowmaking would begin soon after.

Opening dates are scheduled for June 
11 for Cardrona and June 25 for Treble 
Cone.

MetService has forecast possible snow 
down to 600m at the weekend. — ODT

Ski fields set for snow‘ One service there, one clinic 
there, one pilot somewhere 
else, without a clear direction 
and without any goals, any 
targets, any accountability ’  —Mental Health Foundation chief 

executive Shaun Robinson

CHRISTCHURCH — Residents living near a 
damaged wastewater plant in Christchurch are 
anticipating compensation promised by the 
council for having to put up with a stench from 
rotting material.

Sulphuric fumes from the plant have been 
affecting thousands of people in Bromley and 
surrounding suburbs since a fire in November 
last year.

Councillors received a briefing from staff 
yesterday on different options to support 
residents and will confirm plans next week.

Tracey Mcdonald, who lives near the back of 
the plant with her partner and two children, said 
she has had constant headaches for month and 
is dealing with a sore throat and runny nose from 
the stench.

“It’s starting to get really depressing living 

here. I feel like we have got a real raw end of the 
deal.”

Paul Durie, who lives about 2km from the plant 
in South New Brighton, is worried the council 
won’t front up with support for anyone beyond 
Bromley. “They used very deliberate wording 
when they said ‘immediate vicinity,’ and that 
doesn’t really cast that wide of a net in terms of 
the support that they’re offering.”

Durie said all of the eastern suburbs in 
Christchurch are affected by the smell and 
deserve compensation.

In a statement, Christchurch mayor Lianne 
Dalziel said the costs being incurred by residents 
to manage the smell needed recognising.

Councillors will finalise the community 
support package in a public finance meeting next 
Thursday. — RNZ

Council told to put their money where the stench is

prepping for ski season: Coronet Peak had plenty of snow cover on opening 
day last year.  NZ Herald picture
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WELLINGTON — The New Zealand 
sharemarket continued its meandering way with 
another small loss, while leading retirement 
village operator Ryman Healthcare bounces up 
and down.

The S&P/NZX 50 Index made another solid 
start in the morning but petered out, closing 
down 19.78 points to 11,137.88.

Trading was again relatively light, with 38.47 
million shares worth $131.06m changing hands. 

Dan Stratful, investment adviser with Forsyth 
Barr, said the local market is continuing to 
trend lower, driven by inflation and economic 
uncertainty.

“The likes of Infratil this week and Fisher & 
Paykel Healthcare and Mainfreight next week 
will be providing their latest annual results, 
which will be closely watched.

“With Covid abating, people will be paying 
more attention to how they benefit in normal 
trading conditions.”

ANZ Research said the Reserve Bank will 
next week deliver another 50 basis points rise 
in the official cash rate (OCR) to 2 percent. 
Inflation at 6.9 percent is well beyond the pale 
while the OCR at 1.5 percent is still stimulatory.

Stratful said the surprise will be if the OCR 
increase is 25 basis points. 

Westpac Bank, up 19c to $27.11, is expecting 
house prices to fall another 10 percent this 
year and then 5 percent next year, having 
already fallen 5 percent since November. This 
has provided uncertainty for retirement village 
operators.

Ryman Healthcare, which reports on Friday, 
rebounded 38c to $9.06 after falling 7.77 percent 

the day before. It has now declined 38.5 percent 
over the past 12 months. Fellow operator Arvida 
Group increased 5c to $1.57.

Fisher & Paykel Healthcare was down 27c 
to $20.78; Delegat Group shed 23c to $12.47; 
Fletcher Building declined 16c to $5.85; 
Skellerup Holdings decreased 10c to $5.20; and 
Pushpay Holdings fell 5c to $1.2.

Travel and leisure stocks had a weak day. 
Auckland International Airport was down 7c to 
$7.34; Air New Zealand declined 1.5c to 68c; 
Serko decreased 10c to $4.70; Tourism Holdings 
fell 10c to $2.60; and Vista Group shed 4c to 
$1.68.

Other decliners were Napier Port down 6c to 
$2.83; Hallenstein Glasson decreasing 15c to 
$5.25; Investore shedding 4c to $1.50; Steel & 
Tube falling 8c to $1.37; and Gentrack down 9c 
to $1.46.

Australian fuel distributor Ampol listed on 
the NZX with foreign exempt status following its 

takeover of Z Energy. It listed at $37.23.
In its Road Show presentation, Ampol said 

it is committed to investing $125m in New 
Zealand up to 2028, including future energy 
investment.

Vital Healthcare Property Trust, up 2c to 
$2.93, has raised $200m from its one for 8.54 
rights offer.

Race Strauss has resigned as a2 Milk’s 
chief financial officer and is being replaced by 
David Muscat, currently with DIM Brands. The 
share price of a2 Milk was up 2c to $4.58. Sister 
company Synlait Milk gained 4c to $3.22.

DGL Group has found renewed support, 
rising 15c to $3.43.

Other gainers were Contact Energy up 14c 
to $87.55; Restaurant Brands improving 29c 
to $11.91; Michael Hill International increasing 
3c to $1.17; Scott Technology rising 15c to 
$3.20; Comvita collecting 6c to $3.23; and Allied 
Farmers up 4c to 84c. — NZ Herald

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

WELLINGTON — It has been a busy start 
to the year for mergers and acquisitions, 
with the Omicron outbreak failing to dampen 
activity.

The consultancy PricewaterhouseCoopers’ 
quarterly M&A (mergers and acquisitions) 
update said there were 45 deals completed in 
the first three months of the year, compared 
with just 11 for the same period last year.

It is down from 107 deals in the final 
quarter of last year, but still well above pre-
Covid-19 levels.

PwC New Zealand partner Regan Hoult said 
the technology sector has again been leading 
the way in mergers and acquisitions activity.

He said the elevated activity is down to a 
number of factors.

“It is a meeting of supply and demand. 
On the supply side looking across our deals 
and deals that have been announced, there 
continues to be a trend around baby boomers 
who have developed and built businesses 
over many years and hadn’t necessarily got a 
path to pass it on to family and are looking to 
crystallise.

Hoult said most mergers and acquisitions 
were local, but it was followed by deals with 
Australia and US firms.

Within the technology sector, “edtech” or 
education technology businesses continued 
to thrive, PwC’s report said.

“Like most aspects of our society, the 
education sector has gone through numerous 
challenges brought on by the Covid-19 
pandemic. These have accelerated changes in 
how students learn and how educators teach,” 
it said.

PwC said research indicated global edtech 
spending was US$164 billion in 2019, and 
projected to reach US$404 billion by 2025.

It said it was expecting to see “robust” deal 
activity continue throughout 2022 due to the 
significant amounts of capital available in the 
market.

“Strong valuations and increasing market 
uncertainty may lead to business owners 
wanting to accelerate the timing of exits. At 
the same time, well-capitalised private equity 
firms remain a central driving force for deal 
flow,” PwC said. — RNZ

M&A activity still high despite 
inflation, supply chain issues

by Jenée Tibshraeny, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — Finance Minister Grant 
Robertson will deliver Budget 2022 
tomorrow. Here are four things to look 
out for:

1. Will the Government commit to new, 
perhaps temporary, policies to ease the pain 
of inflation?

Robertson is under political pressure to 
use the Budget to address the “cost-of-living 
crisis”.

It is of course the Reserve Bank’s job to 
keep inflation in check, and some of the 
factors pushing prices up are out of the 
Government’s control — ie higher oil prices 
due to the war in Ukraine and supply chain 
hold-ups caused by Covid-19. Immigration 
and other policy settings also impact 
inflation.

Nonetheless, households with squeezed 
budgets will be looking for some reprieve.

All eyes will be on whether the 
Government extends its temporary fuel tax 
cut beyond three months and continues to 
halve public transport fares.

The Government chose not to include 
these policies in its Emissions Reduction 
Plan released on Monday, suggesting 
extensions are either off the cards, or will be 
sold as ways of soothing the pain of inflation 
via the Budget.

Robertson may also look at providing low-
income households with more support via 
the welfare system. However, with welfare 
the focus of last year’s Budget, bets aren’t on 
there being major new boosts this year.

2. By how much will the Government 
increase new operational expenditure once 
spending on health reforms is stripped out?

Robertson has signalled a large portion 
of the $6 billion increase in operational 
expenditure pencilled in for Budget 2022 
will go towards reforming the health system.

Given this expansion is around twice 
as large as usual increases in operational 
expenditure, it will be important to examine 
exactly how much of the “one-off ” hike 
is going to a major “one-off ” long-term 
investment in health.

Spending on health reforms may also 
include writing off District Health Board 
debt.

3. How much more debt will the Treasury 
issue to help the RBNZ unwind its 
quantitative easing programme?

During 2020 and 2021, the RBNZ 
created money to buy $53bn of New 
Zealand Government Bonds (debt), which 
the Treasury issued to pay for Covid-related 

expenses.
It did so to put 

downward pressure 
on interest rates to 
boost inflation and 
employment in line 
with its monetary 
policy mandate.

But now that 
the economy is 
overheating, the 
RBNZ has changed 
tack and is trying 
to increase the cost 
and decrease the 
supply of money in the economy.

Accordingly, it is trying to get rid of the 
government bonds it bought in 2020 and 
2021.

Rather than sell the government bonds 
back to the banks it bought them from, the 
RBNZ is required (by the finance minister) 
to sell them back to the Treasury.

It has committed to selling $5bn of bonds 
per year, starting from July.

The Treasury will now need to borrow 
more to help fund these buybacks.

Bond investors will be interested in just 
how much more the Treasury will need to 
borrow.

4. By how much does the Treasury see 
house prices falling?

The Treasury’s economic forecasts, 
released alongside the Budget, are always of 
interest.

Economists see the Treasury downgrading 
its economic outlook from its last update 
released in December.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has 
since created uncertainty on the geopolitical 
front and hiked fuel costs. Central banks 
have committed to tightening monetary 
conditions relatively aggressively, and  
Covid-19 is still disrupting supply chains.

Inflation is expected to support the 
Government’s tax take. But it is expected to 
take until 2025 (a year later than previously 
forecast) for the books to return to surplus.

House prices falling back from astronomic 
levels will also affect the economic outlook. 
The country’s housing stock was valued at 
$1.76 trillion at the end of 2021, according 
to the RBNZ’s latest available data — five 
times the value of New Zealand’s gross 
domestic product.

In December Treasury forecast prices 
falling by only 0.2 percent in the year to 
June 2023, before remaining relatively flat 
thereafter.

However, the Treasury is likely to 
downgrade these forecasts.

Kiwis hopeful 
Budget will 
bring reprieve

by Tamsyn Parker. NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — New Zealand is 
falling behind the rest of the world in its 
use of sustainable finance, putting at risk 
our chances of attracting international 
investment while domestic investors are 
missing out on the chance to have more say 
in what companies are doing, a legal expert 
is warning.

Sustainable bonds — debt which is raised 
by companies or organisations to meet a 
specific climate change or social goal — has 
hovered around $2 billion to $3 billion a 
year in New Zealand for the last three years.

But globally it has risen from US$326bn 
in 2019 to US$1.03 trillion last year, and is 
set to hit US$1.5 trillion in 2022.

Luke Ford, a partner at Chapman Tripp 
in its capital markets team who specialises 
in sustainable finance, said that meant New 
Zealand had finished 2021 further behind 
in the world rankings than in 2017 when 
the first green bonds were issued in New 
Zealand.

“Sustainable finance across its various 
forms is on a growth trajectory in New 
Zealand. But other countries are setting a 
cracking pace, leaving us in their dust.”

Ford said one of the reasons New Zealand 
had lagged behind was because there had 
not been the large uptake of social and green 
bonds in 2019 that happened overseas.

Part of that was because New Zealand 
had a very large retail (small) investor base 
compared to other countries, he said.

“It’s our greatest strength but can also be 
a weakness in our ability to move quickly in 
some cases.”

More retail investors meant there needed 
to be more regulation first, he said.

“As we bring in more retail investment the 
focus on regulation becomes stronger and 
it also becomes difficult for any one single 
investor to be heard.

“It requires a wide range of investors to 
be stepping up and also for a lot more work 
to be done to make sure disclosure and 
regulation requirements are met and that 
really has to some degree slowed us down. 
We have taken a more cautious approach to 
that.”

While sustainable bond issuance has 
been static there has been growth in 
sustainability-linked bank loans where the 
interest rate on a loan can come down if the 
company meets certain goals.

The number of New Zealand companies 
using sustainability linked loans was just one 
in 2017 but grew to 13 last year compared 
to the 11 companies that issued sustainable 
bonds.

But sustainability linked bank loans look 
set to grow with the likes of BNZ last week 
launching New Zealand’s first agribusiness 
sustainability linked loan product (SLL) for 
farmers.

Ford said heavy hitters like BNZ were 
now getting involved but New Zealand 
needed to do more or it risked falling further 
behind.

“We could lose our access to international 
investors, which we have slowly been 
increasing over the last 10 years.”

He said overseas investors could bypass 
New Zealand companies who were trying to 
raise debt because they were not doing the 
right engagement or reporting.

“I think domestically we also risk losing 
the opportunity to have debt investors and 
KiwiSaver and people’s investments make a 
statement beyond just the financial returns.”

NZ lagging in sustainable finance

GRANT ROBERTSON

The Gisborne Herald • Wednesday, May 18, 202210  BUSINESS



Re: Opposing views on content 
curbs, May 11.

I’m not sure that Lara knows the 
difference between information and 
disinformation. It is irritating beyond 
endurance when she associates 
Donald Trump with the likes of Hitler 
and Mao. It is childish and displays 
her ignorance of American politics. 
Trump achieved more during his 
term in office than Obama and 
Biden combined. Biden has been a 
complete and utter disaster and has 
historically low approval ratings.

Rather than detail the Afghanistan 
withdrawal disaster, the failing 
border policy with millions of illegal 
immigrants crossing into the US, 
the tanking economy and crippling 
inflation and the totalitarian attack 
on fellow citizens through the 
despicable January 6 Committee, 
a brief overview of Biden’s Ukraine 
policy might yield some pointers on 
his incompetence.

Putin’s pivot away from trying to 
occupy Kiev and decision to redirect 
his forces towards the east and 
south-east of the Ukraine was the 
ideal time for Biden to concentrate 
diplomatic efforts on achieving 
a settlement to the conflict. He 
has ignored it and upped the ante 
now with a prospective injection 
of $40 billion into Ukraine’s war 

effort. Worse, sources in American 
intelligence have stupidly revealed 
that they provided Ukrainian forces 
with the intel that led to the sinking 
of the Russian cruiser, Moskva. 

Biden is playing with fire by 
giving the distinct impression that 
America is one of the combatants 
in the war. If Putin cannot extricate 
himself from this conflict without 
some semblance of having achieved 
a victory, he may contemplate the 
nuclear option. The Russians have 
1600 warheads ready and waiting.

Could it be that Biden is 
determined to see the Ukraine 
conflict develop into a major 
conflagration because it will be a 
distraction from the parlous state 
of the American economy and his 
disastrous approval ratings? Only 
time will tell.

It may surprise Lara to know 
that the left-wing intellectual and 
linguist, Noam Chomsky, is warmly 
supporting Donald Trump’s stance 
against the Biden administration’s 
escalation of the war in Ukraine.

Also, hopefully, Lara may be 
encouraged to ponder a little longer 
before she makes absurd, ill-
informed comparisons based on a 
very poor grasp of the facts.

PATRICK COOPeR

Irritating and ill-informed

EDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

The Government’s emissions 
reduction plan has been met with 
disappointment through to optimism 
from those who are concerned about 
how human activity is driving climate 
change, and know the urgency of 
global emissions reduction that we 
need to play our part in.

A common criticism is that 
while it is a start, it lacks the 
urgency required. Many ideas have 
been picked up from the Climate 
Change Commission, but not 
more (politically) painful ones like 
targeting a 15 percent reduction 
in cow numbers by 2030 (last year 
the commission said current policy 
settings would already lead to an 
estimated 8-10 percent reduction in 
the national cow and sheep herds by 
that time), or a ban on the import of 
petrol and diesel cars by 2032.

Climate Change Minister and 
Green Party co-leader James Shaw 
was opining yesterday that he would 
like to have presented a more 
ambitious plan, but he was confident 
it would deliver the emissions 
reductions required.

Massey University emeritus 
professor of sustainable energy and 
climate mitigation Ralph Sims says 
the problem with the plan is “there 
is little to no immediate action to 
significantly reduce emissions”.

It was a step forward but it read 
as aspirational rather than having 
the ambition necessary. He expected 
New Zealand’s gross emissions to 
keep rising “for some years yet”. 

Given cross-party political support 
for the three carbon budgets out to 
2035, “more stringent policies could 
have been hoped for”, Prof Sims 
said — such as a ban on the import 
of petrol/diesel vehicles, a ban on 
further coal exploration, regulating 
for no more gas connections for new 
homes, a directive to Waka Kotahi 
that all future investment decisions 
demonstrate a significant carbon 
reduction, and changes to the 
Building Code to improve insulation 
and reduce carbon intensity.

Many who are disappointed 
have pointed to the Government’s 
mandate for change, with Jacinda 
Ardern having called climate 
change her generation’s “nuclear 
free moment” and now holding the 
majority in Parliament.

On the optimistic side, Canterbury 
University professor of politics and 
sustainability Bronwyn Hayward 
highlights the range of transport 
investments and agriculture R&D 
in an emissions plan that finally 
“starts us on a new journey of 
clearly reporting and measuring 
the difference we are making for 
our climate and our community” 
— critically, with the independent 
Climate Change Commission 
regularly assessing our progress.

■  The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
■  Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
■  Always include full name and contact details.
■  If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
■  Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz   

Room for optimism 
and disappointment

by Jason Heale 
Maxim Institute 
communications officer

A TOxIC thread has been 
running through our news 
lately. Have you noticed? 

A CeO deliberately makes 
disparaging remarks about 
Nadia Lim. There are calls for his resignation. 
The share price of his company plummets. He 
responds with a two line non-apology. 

Supermarkets cut or freeze their prices. It’s not 
enough; commentators call such moves more 
hype than hope. 

Two MPs dispute accounts of a stand-off in a 
Parliamentary cafe. A Cabinet Minister calls an 
Opposition member a “useless Maori”.

An atmosphere not only of division but of 
retribution seems to be stalking our country. Of 
paying others back. Of calling enemies out. Of 
exacting revenge.

Many of us are not listening; some at the 
highest levels. 

Reports surfaced last week of the Human 
Rights Commissioner trying to get a meeting 

with the Prime Minister to air his concerns about 
the traffic light system creating a more divided 
society. He was made to wait 110 days before the 
meeting occurred. His take? “My sense is that 
‘othering’ is accelerating.”

Once you turn someone into a some-what, 
they are depersonalised and ripe for revenge.

There are many factors causing this remaking 
of our land of the long white cloud into a 
Retribution Nation. Inflation is surging; there is 
fear about our economic future. Supply chains 
are broken. Violent crime seems to be rising. 
People are frightened. Post-Covid, we are still 
dealing with the ramifications of lockdowns and 
mandates.

How to respond? It’s not just about us simply 
trying to be nicer. There are certain active things 
that we can do in order to come together as a 
society. 

This may seem impossible, given how divided 
we are told we are, but it has been done before. 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
in South Africa showed us the power of 
open, honest, accountable, and forgiving 
conversations. 

In 2019, Maxim Institute brought Professor 

Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela from that commission 
to our country. 

Her message was important then, and it’s even 
more urgent now. Professor Gobodo-Madikizela 
tells of the power of the process of encountering 
those who have harmed, hurt, and shamed us. 
She reminds us of a commitment to “staying 
open in the encounter with the Other’s story and 
being witness to each other’s stories — stories of 
pain and stories of shame and guilt.”

We must make a place for such exchanges if 
we are to come together as a nation. We must 
demand it of our political and business leaders. 
And we must practise it ourselves.

Let’s not focus on the retribution, let’s not 
focus on trying to forget and move on, we 
have to listen, because listening, as Professor 
Gobodo-Madikizela notes, is “an important 
starting point seeking — demanding an ethical 
response from listeners”. So the next time 
someone comes to you to complain, debate or 
argue, don’t do anything except listen. Really 
listen. Ask if they think they’ve been heard. Then, 
in a calm measured manner, make your points. 
Pause again. Listen again.

For best results, repeat. 

Retribution nation: let’s listen more

Re: A few facts overlooked, May 
16 letter.

Well said — yes, the farmers, 
families and estates have to look  
at themselves and decide whether 
that is what they want for the land 

they have “looked after”. 
Planting pines won’t help in the 

end.

CAROL OUTeN
Papamoa (ex Whangara)

Need to look at themselves

Race Relations Commissioner 
Meng Foon would do well to 
take care with his choice of 
words if he is to live up to his 
own dictum.

“Females on boards, females 
in business, females in 
communities do not deserve 
your silly comments,” he told 
Newshub after Simon Henry’s 
racist, sexist remarks about 
businesswoman Nadia Lim.

Quite right — but Mr Foon 
then generalises about racism 
towards Asians in New Zealand.

“It’s hard enough being Asian 
in Aotearoa, let alone dealing 
with abuse from Pākehā men.”

Not an “industry leader”, 
“corporate blowhard”, or 
“anachronism”, but the blanket 
statement, “Pākehā men”.

It could be argued that in 
context the comment about 
abuse from Pākehā men 
was aimed at the rich lister’s 
moronic remark. But Mr Foon’s 
comment about Asians in New 
Zealand having to deal with 
abuse from European men is 
so broad-brushed the remark is 
both racist and sexist.

Mr Foon’s comment follows 
that of March last year when 
he said, “The Police are racist”. 
Following the outcry from 
Police Association president 
Chris Cahill, and others, 
he apologised and said he 
“shouldn’t stereotype”.

Quite right.
Give nothing to racism.

MARk PETERS

Give nothing to racism

Re: Rural people need to 
‘Stand Up’, May 17 column.

Rural people, communities 
and towns need to “pack up 
your kit, folks, because you are 
going away”.

This country has owners 
and rural people are not in the 
club.

Re: NZ finally has a climate 
action plan, May 17 editorial.

It is surely the most 

significant change in our 
country’s history, full stop.

The fact that every party 
in Parliament supports it or 
wants worse is particularly 
depressing.

We contribute 0.17 percent 
to the world’s emissions as it 
is.

These measures are like 
Covid. They take us to the 
same place.

PETER JONES

‘Pack up your kit, folks’

Re: Globalists eye health 
control, May 17 letter.

Gosh, you’re still talking 
about this. You must really 
know your stuff. I bet you’ve 
done your own research. 

You do realise viruses travel 
globally, right? What’s your 
solution Patrick?

No point banging on about 

the same thing over and over. 
Make some suggestions. 

Who should be in charge 
of global outbreaks if not the 
most qualified global public 
health experts? You? Anti-
vaxxers? Conspiracy theorists? 

Tell us, why should we 
listen to you?

AIMEE VICKERS

Who should be in charge?
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KYIV, Ukraine — 
Mariupol appeared on 
the verge of falling to the 
Russians on Tuesday (local 
time) as Ukraine moved 
to abandon the steel plant 
where hundreds of its 
fighters had held out for 
months under relentless 
bombardment in the last 
bastion of resistance in the 
devastated city.

The capture of Mariupol 
would make it the biggest 
city to be taken by Moscow’s 
forces in the war yet and 
would give the Kremlin 
a badly needed victory, 
although the city’s landscape 
had now largely been 
reduced to rubble.

More than 260 Ukrainian 
fighters — some of them 
seriously wounded and taken 
out on stretchers — left 
the ruins of the Azovstal 
plant on Monday and 
turned themselves over to 
the Russian side in a deal 
negotiated by the warring 
parties. 

Ukrainian authorities said 
they were working to extract 
the remaining soldiers from 
the sprawling steel mill.

 They would not say how 
many were still there.

While Russia called it a 
surrender, the Ukrainians 
were avoiding the use of 
that word and instead said 
the plant’s garrison had 
successfully completed its 
mission to tie down Russian 
forces and was under new 
orders.

“To save their lives, 
Ukraine needs them. This is 

the main thing,” Ukrainian 
Defence Minister Oleksiy 
Reznikov said.

The Ukrainians expressed 
hope that the fighters would 
be exchanged for Russian 
prisoners of war. 

However, Vyacheslav 
Volodin, the speaker of the 
lower house of the Russian 
parliament, said without 
evidence that there were 
“war criminals” among the 
defenders and that they 
should not be exchanged but 
tried.

The operation to abandon 
the steel plant and its 
labyrinth of tunnels and 
bunkers signalled the 
beginning of the end of a 
nearly three-month siege 
that turned Mariupol into 
a worldwide symbol of both 
defiance and suffering.

The Russian bombardment 
killed over 20,000 civilians, 
according to the Ukrainian 
side, and left the remaining 
inhabitants — perhaps one-
quarter of the southern port 
city’s prewar population of 
430,000 — with little food, 
water, heating or medicine.

During the siege, Russian 
forces launched lethal 
airstrikes on a maternity 
hospital and a theatre where 
civilians had taken shelter. 

Close to 600 people were 
believed to have been killed 
at the theatre.

Gaining full control of 
Mariupol would give Russia 
an unbroken land bridge 
to the Crimean Peninsula, 
which it had seized from 
Ukraine in 2014, and deprive 
Ukraine of a vital port. 

It could also free up 

Russian forces to fight 
elsewhere in the Donbas, the 
eastern industrial heartland 
that the Kremlin was 
determined to capture.

And it would give Russia 
a victory after repeated 
setbacks on the battlefield 
and on the diplomatic front, 
beginning with the abortive 
attempt to storm Kyiv — the 
capital of Ukraine.

Over the past few days, 
Sweden and Finland 
announced plans to apply 
for NATO membership, 
and Ukraine reported 
that Moscow’s forces had 
retreated from around the 
northeastern city of Kharkiv 
in the face of counter-attacks 
and had taken heavy losses 
in a Ukrainian assault on 
a pontoon bridge in the 
Donbas. — AP

GLOBAL BRIEFS

Is Scott Morrison’s time up?
CANBERRA — Prime 

Minister Scott Morrison 
has conceded he could 
have been a more 
“sensitive” leader as 
Australia grappled with 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
natural disasters and 
global uncertainty.

Appearing on Nine’s 
A Current Affair last 
night, Morrison was 
asked how long he 
had known he was a 
“bulldozer” and what 
he would have done 
differently.

“I could have certainly been more sensitive at 
times . . . there’s no doubt about that,” he said.

However, Morrison also said he would have 
“militarised” the Covid vaccine roll-out earlier, 
which had been beset by delays at the outset of 
the programme: “If we’d done it earlier . . . I think 
that would have made a difference.”

He also spruiked his plan to allow people to 
withdraw superannuation to buy new homes, the 
key policy announced at the party’s launch on 
Sunday.
■ The polls currently point to an easy Labor 

victory in the upcoming Australian election. But 
can Morrison defy the odds and keep the Liberal-
National Coalition in power? Australians go to 
the polls on Saturday, and all reason points to a 
change of government.  

However, “Scotty from marketing” has been here 
before — he is a great campaigner and has come 
from behind before after being all but written off. 

 — AAP, agencies

UK Conservative MP arrested
LONDON — A parliamentarian from UK Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson’s Conservative Party has 
been arrested on suspicion of rape and other 
sexual offences, allegedly committed over a 
seven-year period.

London’s Metropolitan Police said a man, aged 
in his 50s, had been arrested on suspicion of 
indecent assault, sexual assault, rape, abuse of 
position of trust, and misconduct in public office.

He remained in custody.
A spokesperson for the Conservative whips 

office, in charge of party discipline in parliament, 
confirmed that the man arrested was a member of 
Parliament for the Conservatives and said the MP 
had been told to stay away from the parliamentary 
estate while the police investigation took place.

“Until the conclusion of the investigation, 
we will not be commenting further,” the 
spokesperson said. — AAP

McDonald’s leaving Russia
CHICAGO, IL — McDonald’s has said it will 

permanently leave Russia after more than 30 
years and has started to sell its restaurants. 

The move came after it temporarily closed 
its 850 outlets there in March. The fast food 
giant said it made the decision because of the 
“humanitarian crisis” and the “unpredictable 
operating environment” that had been caused by 
Russia’s Ukraine war. — BBC story via RNZ

Capture of Mariupol 
appears imminent

HELD OUT FOR MONTHS UNDER RELENTLESS BOMBARDMENT: Ukrainian servicemen 
sit in a bus after they were evacuated from the besieged Mariupol Azovstal steel plant, near 
a remand prison in Olyonivka, in a territory under the government of the Donetsk People’s 
Republic’s control, eastern Ukraine, on Tuesday (local time). More than 260 fighters, some 
severely wounded, were pulled from the steel plant on Monday that is the last redoubt of 
Ukrainian fighters in the city and transported to two towns controlled by separatists, officials 
on both sides said. Remaining soldiers at the steel plant are under orders to save their lives. 
Ukrainian authorities would not say how many soldiers remained at the plant. AP picture

The capture of 
Mariupol would make 
it the biggest city to 
be taken by Moscow’s 
forces in the war yet.  

COLOMBO — Sri Lanka’s Parliament 
reconvened on Tuesday (local time) for the first 
time since violence flared last week and the 
prime minister quit.

The governing party defeated a move to 
urgently debate a motion that would censure 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa for the nation’s 
worst economic crisis, which the prime minister 
said had left the beleaguered nation down to its 
last day of petrol supplies.

It was unclear when the motion would be taken 
up again.

It would not legally require Rajapaksa to quit, 
but his refusal to do so had already roiled Sri 
Lanka, which was on the brink of bankruptcy 
as it negotiated an economic lifeline with other 
countries and institutions to be able to import 
basic supplies, medicines and fuel.

M.A. Sumanthiran, a lawmaker from the 
opposition Tamil National Alliance, proposed that 
Parliament bypass the usual procedure to take 
up the motion against Rajapaksa urgently. 

However, the governing party defeated the 
motion with a 119-68 vote.

Protesters had occupied the entrance to 
the president’s office for more than a month, 

calling for Rajapaksa’s resignation. Months of 
anti-government rallies had led to the near-
dismantling of the once-powerful ruling family, 
with one of the president’s brothers resigning as 
prime minister, and other siblings and a nephew 
leaving their Cabinet posts.

Protesters had been accusing the Rajapaksas 
of triggering the crisis, through corruption and 
misrule.

On Monday evening, the new prime minister, 
Ranil Wickremesinghe, offered a sombre 
assessment of the country’s dire situation. 

He said about US$75 billion was needed 
urgently to help provide the nation with essential 
items.

The country’s treasury, however, was 
struggling to find even US$1 billion.

“At the moment, we only have petrol stocks for 
a single day,” he said in a televised speech.

“The next couple of months will be the most 
difficult ones of our lives,” he added. 

“I have no desire to hide the truth and to lie to 
the public. 

“Although these facts are unpleasant and 
terrifying, this is the true situation. For a short 
period, our future will be even more difficult than 

the tough times we have already passed.”
Attacks by Rajapaksa supporters on peaceful 

protesters last week sparked countrywide 
violence that left nine people, including a 
lawmaker, dead and more than 200 wounded. 

Many homes of lawmakers and their 
supporters were burned down.

Police on Tuesday arrested two governing 
party lawmakers for alleged involvement in the 
attacks. 

Police spokesperson Nihal Thalduwa identified 
the lawmakers as Sanath Nishantha and Milan 
Jayathilaka. 

More than 600 people had also been arrested 
in connection with the violence against 
Rajapaksa supporters and destruction of their 
property, Thalduwa added.

The motion accused Rajapaksa, whose 
nickname was “Gota”, of being responsible for 
the nation’s economic crisis by introducing 
untimely tax cuts and prohibiting the use of 
chemical fertilisers, which resulted in crop 
failures. 

It also accused the president of using the 
Covid pandemic as an excuse for militarisation 
and mismanaged it by promoting non-scientific 

solutions and making unfavourable deals for 
vaccines.

“For almost 40 days, people have camped on 
the roadside, saying ‘Gota Go Home’, but those 
who call themselves people’s representatives, 
who come and sit here, are deaf,” Sumanthiran 
said after the vote.

Opposition lawmaker Wijayadasa Rajapakshe 
(not related to the president) said the motion 
could be taken up any time after Thursday, 
according to Parliament’s rules.

Sri Lanka has suspended repayment of about 
US$7 billion in foreign loans due this year out 
of US$25bn to be repaid by 2026. The country’s 
total foreign debt was now US$51bn. The finance 
ministry said the country currently had only 
US$25m left in usable foreign reserves.

The foreign currency shortage had sharply 
limited imports, resulting in long lines for milk, 
fuel, cooking gas and medicines.

Wickremesinghe said on Monday that the lack 
of diesel fuel would be resolved to some extent 
with shipments from India. 

“We are working to obtain dollars in the open 
market to pay for these shipments,” he said.

 — AP

SRI LANKA DOWN TO ITS LAST DAY OF PETROL 

Australia’s PM
Scott Morrison.

 AAP file picture
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Tom Lane Rural

Waimata Riverside Road 

Tender 

Motukeo Hills
• 260 ha STS of hill country (bareland)

• 14 kms circa to Gisborne port

This bare land block of property is being subdivided off from Motukeo Station and is a bare block of land that would be

suitable for:

Livestock grazing

Forestry

Carbon farming

Honey production

Hunting park

Or a mixture of the above. There is no infrastructure on this property.

Tender closes 4.00pm, Thu 16th Jun, 2022 (unless sold prior),
66 Reads Quay, Gisborne

View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/GIR14258

Tom Lane

M 021 058 7018 P 06 869 0091

E toml@pb.co.nz

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz Proud to be here
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by Murray Robertson

SpeakerS from Gisborne will attend a 
rally in Napier on Friday designed to draw 
attention to growing concerns about the 
sale of farms to grow pine trees for carbon 
credits.

The “Time to Stand Up” gathering begins 
with a protest march through Napier at 
11am on Friday, gathering at Clive Square.

The march will be followed by speakers 
at the Napier Municipal Theatre from 
12.30pm.

“Come and listen to a collection of quality 
speakers talk about the effects of the mass 
amounts of good farm land being planted in 

pine trees for carbon credits,” a spokesperson 
said.

“If you are worried about our rural 
communities and small towns, if you are 
worried about the diversity of our economy, 
environment and employment opportunities, 
come and listen.

“We cannot eat carbon credits, and pine 
trees for carbon credits mean no breeding 
stock, no fattening stock and no meat 
industry.”

The Tairāwhiti speakers include 
Gisborne-Wairoa Federated Farmers 
president Toby Williams, Gisborne District 
Councillor kerry Worsnop and Sheena 
Martin from Wairoa.    

‘We cannot eat carbon credits’

THe funding boost for research and 
development into greenhouse gases (GHG) 
mitigation technologies and support to 
make it easier for farmers to adopt solutions 
to reduce emissions was welcomed by many 
in the sector.

But the Government has ignored 
the Climate Change Commission’s 
recommendation for forestry offsets limits 
in the emissions Trading Scheme (eTS), 
according to Beef + Lamb NZ.

“The investment to accelerate the 
development of GHG mitigations and to 
increase the availability and uptake of new 
mitigations is welcome,” said B+LNZ chief 
executive Sam McIvor.

“We are also pleased with the boost 
for research and development to better 
understand carbon removals in native 
forests, the funding for climate-focused 
extension and advisory services and the 
support for an emissions pricing system by 
2025 that provides incentives for emissions 
reductions on-farm.

“However, we are puzzled as to why 
the Government continues to ignore 
the Climate Change Commission’s 
recommendation 
of the need 
for limits on 
forestry offsets 
in the eTS. New 
Zealand is the 
only country 
to allow 100 
percent forestry 
offsetting,” he 
said.

“The 
Government’s current proposals such as 
excluding exotics from the permanent 
forest category and reforms to the resource 
Management act do not go far enough. 

“Without limits on forestry offsets in the 
eTS, we will continue to see vast swathes of 
productive food-producing farmland being 
converted into exotic pine plantations,” Mr 
McIvor said.

“Forestry will clearly play a role in the 
reduction of the country’s emissions and we 
support the establishment of forests as part 
of integrated landscapes. 

“This is particularly important for our 
sheep and beef farmers, especially Māori 
farmers, but the Government must urgently 
address the unbridled ability of fossil-fuel 
emitters to plant pine trees on productive 
land.”

Sheep and beef farmers have reduced 
their greenhouse gas emissions by more 
than 30 percent since 1990 while improving 
productivity and generating export value for 

the country, he 
said.

“We are the 
only sector in 
New Zealand to 
record this scale 
of achievement 
when it comes 
to reducing 
emissions. 

“Furthermore, 
research by 
the auckland 
University of 
Technology has 
found the 1.4 
million hectares 
of woody 
vegetation on 
New Zealand 
sheep and beef 
farms is sucking up between 63 percent 
and 118 percent of our on-farm agricultural 
emissions.

“We are also making good progress with 
the Government’s He Waka eke Noa 
primary Sector Change action partnership 

to reduce 
primary sector 
emissions and 
enable sustainable 
food and fibre 
production for 
future generations. 

“We remain 
committed to 
continuing our 20 
years of substantial 
investment 

in research and innovation to reduce 
agricultural emissions.”

Increased support for landowners to 
support increased forest (native and exotic) 
planting in the right contexts and places via 
advisory services was welcome, Mr McIvor 
said.

“We also appreciate the support for 
better understanding the sequestration by 
our indigenous forests, and fairly rewarding 
landowners for the contribution they are 
making to climate change and biodiversity.

“It is vital we get a better understanding 
of the effects that forest management 
actions have on carbon removals, especially 
for pre-1990 forests.

“We are also renewing our calls for the 
Government to report on warming as well 
as annual emissions, which more accurately 
reflects our sector’s contribution to climate 
change, including sequestration.”

B+LNZ also backs the increased support 
for native nursery capacity and capability.

Lack of change to 
ETS ‘disappointing’

Sam mcIvor

‘
 Without limits on forestry offsets 

in the ETS, we will continue to see 
vast swathes of productive food-
producing farmland being converted 
into exotic pine plantations 

’  —B+LNZ chief executive Sam McIvor
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GISBORNE District Council wants 
anyone with an interest in beekeeping to 
take part in a short survey. 

The survey began on Monday and can be 
filled out online until noon Tuesday, May 31. 

“We want to understand how private 
beekeeping has changed over the past 10 
years to ensure any alterations to the bylaw 
work with private beekeeping practices now 
and in the future,” a council spokesperson 
said. 

“To do this we need to hear from current, 

past and future beekeepers or anyone 
with a particular interest or expertise in 
beekeeping.” 

The survey is part of an overall review of 
the council’s Keeping of Animals, Poultry 
and Bees bylaw. 

For more information and to complete 
the short survey, head to https://tinyurl.com/
mpubt5ym

A full public consultation on other parts 
of the bylaw review will happen later this 
year.   

Council calling on hobby 
beekeepers for feedback

NEW Zealand’s red meat exports 
exceeded $3 billion during the first quarter 
of 2022, despite a drop in volumes due 
to continuing global supply chain and 
pandemic challenges.

Total exports for the quarter totalled $3.1 
billion, a 17 percent increase on the same 
period in 2021.

Exports to most markets increased, apart 
from China, which 
dropped 1 percent to 
$1.2 billion.

Red meat exports 
during March were 
worth $1.15 billion, 
representing an 11 
percent increase on 
March 2021. 

The value of exports 
to China dropped 17 
percent to $384m during March, but nearly 
all other major markets saw an increase.

Sirma Karapeeva, chief executive of the 
Meat Industry Association, said global 
demand and prices remained strong, but 
the sector was seeing the impact of supply 
chain disruptions and significant processing 
constraints in New Zealand.

“The increase in exports to markets other 
than China, including good volumes to 
Malaysia and Saudi Arabia, demonstrates 
how agile New Zealand exporters are. 

“Our companies have sound strategies 
in place to manage different markets 
depending on the global conditions.

“The slow-down in meat exports to 
China was not New Zealand-specific, as 
Chinese import data shows that there was a 
drop in the volume of all meat imports into 
China in March, probably reflecting the 
impact of the various lockdowns and port 
disruptions.” 

Sheepmeat to China was down by 46 
percent and beef by 7 percent.

However, beef 
exports to China still 
represented the third 
highest March volume.

The chronic labour 
shortages in New 
Zealand continue to 
be a problem with 
cattle processing down 
11 percent during the 
first quarter and sheep 

processing by 16 percent compared to 2021. 
However, processing capacity has since 
improved, she said.

“Processors are also having to ensure 
they align livestock volumes at plants with 
their ability to ship products to markets in 
the face of the widespread port congestion, 
container availability issues and vessel 
delays.

“These challenges have contributed to 
a drop in volume of both sheepmeat and 
beef exports compared to last March, with 
sheepmeat dropping 25 percent to 41,541 
tonnes and beef by 8 percent to 46,176 
tonnes.” 

Red meat exports 
top $3 billion but 
pressure remains

The value of exports to 
China dropped 17 percent 
to $384m during March, 
but nearly all other major 
markets saw an increase.  
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BIOSECURITY New Zealand has 
launched its winter campaign to help 
raise awareness of a particularly unwanted 
pest — the brown marmorated stink bug 
(BMSB).

“BMSB poses a major threat to New 
Zealand’s horticulture industry, with 
the potential to cost the country nearly 
$4 billion if it established here,” said 
Biosecurity New Zealand’s manager of 
readiness Dr Cath Duthie.

“There is always the chance the 
unwanted pest could arrive in parcels 
and with other imported items. We very 
much want the public to help us with our 
surveillance efforts.”

The BMSB winter campaign focuses on 
showing people how to correctly identify 
BMSB and report it.

BMSB looks like some other bug species 
but has elements that make it identifiable, 
including white stripes or banding on its 
antennae and abdomen. 

The bug is about the same size as a 10 
cent coin.

The winter campaign follows the spring-
summer campaign of 2021/22, which saw 
stink bug ads appear on people’s phone 
and computer screens. The campaign had a 
great result, appearing on computer screens 
more than 13.5 million times.

Dr Duthie said Biosecurity New Zealand 
asks anyone who thinks they have found 
BMSB to catch it, snap it (take a photo), 
and report it.

BMSB can be reported by the MPI 
online reporting tool or by freephoning 
0800 80 99 66.

BMSB can be caught under a glass or in 
a container.

“Winter is the time when BMSB is 
most likely to be found in enclosed spaces 
and indoors. This can cause problems for 
homeowners. 

“As summer comes, BMSB are more 
likely to be found outdoors.”

The 2021/22 BMSB season finished 
on April 30. There continues to be no 
evidence of any established BMSB 
populations in New Zealand.

There were 61 live bugs intercepted in 
New Zealand during the 2021/22 season. 
The interceptions were mostly associated 
with imported cargo.

Dr Duthie said the number of live 
interceptions has dropped considerably over 
the last three years.

“This is largely due to the introduction 
of import rules that make it harder for 
BMSB to enter New Zealand on risky 
cargo such as vehicles, machinery and parts 
from countries with established stink bug 
populations. Such cargo must be treated 
before arriving in New Zealand during the 
BMSB season.

“Biosecurity New Zealand further 
tightened its border controls during the 
just-completed season. This included 
introducing targeted alerts on additional 
goods associated with BMSB detections. 
Consignments covered by the alerts 
underwent full inspection to rule out the 
presence of live bugs.”

“The fact we have no established BMSB 
populations suggests that the current 
biosecurity approach is working well,” she 
said.

“However, the risk of an incursion is 
never zero, which is why we all must play 
our part in keeping an eye out.”

Keeping unwanted 
pests out of NZ

MORE than 3000 Kiwis have backed 
a petition calling for imported pork to 
be required to meet the same animal 
welfare standards as New Zealand pork.

Over 60 percent of pork consumed in 
New Zealand gets imported, with most 
of it produced in countries that farm 
pigs using practices that remain illegal 
in this country.

A petition sought to have foreign 
pork forced to meet New Zealand’s 
high animal welfare standards. 

It was presented to National MP 
Barbara Kuriger, the party’s agriculture 
spokeswoman, at Parliament last week.

“New Zealand’s pork sector has 
high welfare standards compared to 
many other countries with less rigorous 
health, welfare and environmental 
regimes,” said Brent Kleiss, chief 
executive of NZPork, which represents 
New Zealand pig farmers.

“New Zealand pig farmers deserve 
a fair go, so we believe it is time that 
imported pork is required to meet our 
high standards.”

Kiwis back move 
to extend welfare 
code to imports

LAMB
There was an easing in the volume of lamb 

exported in April, down 3800t or 12 percent on the 
month prior, but barely any different compared to 
last year. 

The slowdown was spread fairly evenly through 
the major markets. Each of the UK, EU, and US 
were down 900-1000t month-on-month, equivalent 
to an 18-20 percent decrease. Actual volumes 
decreased by a similar degree into China too, 
though their larger market size meant this was 
only an 8 percent decrease. 

Things get a lot more interesting when looking 
longer-term. China was the slowest it has been 
in 10 years for an April at 9600t or a 35 percent 
market share. Through 2021 it commanded half 
of the lamb market. This looks to be due to risk 
avoidance during Omicron — processors didn’t 
want to place export licences to China in jeopardy 
as was seen in the likes of Australia through the 
pandemic. 

BEEF
Omicron and the short weeks took a small bite 

out of New Zealand beef export volumes in April, 
reducing them to just over 41,000t. This was down 
16 percent or 8000t on the month prior and 4400t 
or 10 percent lower than that to the five-year 
average for April. 

Frozen beef exports (excluding manufacturing 
beef) bore the worst of the drop-off with a 4700t 
or 25 percent fall on the month prior. It was the 
lowest in five months and the smallest for April 
since 2017. 

Almost all the change was on China, which 
took more than a third less than the month prior. 
Their market share fell to 53 percent, the lowest 
for a month since 2020. Other key markets were 
essentially unchanged from March. 

Manufacturing beef volumes settled 10 percent 
less month-on-month to 20,000t. North America 
showed the largest decrease. But even still, the 
US maintained a 55 percent market share, around 
normal for post-Covid trading. Shipments to 
China were steady on both February/March and 
last year, which gave it a 23 percent market share. 
Japan continued to have a much larger presence 
than usual, 9.5 percent share and 1900t to be 
exact. 

DAIRY
Fonterra Co-operative Group reduced their 

2021/22 forecast Farmgate Milk Price to a 
midpoint of $9.30 per kgMS from $9.60 per kgMS 
on Monday, easing their range to $9.10 to $9.50 
per kgMS. 

Fonterra’s CEO Miles Hurrell attributed the 
drop to recent global supply chain disruptions 
impacting commodity prices on recent GDT 
auctions. Reports out of Waikato and Southland 
indicate increasing feed prices. 

Southland grass silage prices are reported 
as high as 60centskgDM, as stocks remain low 
due to the drier season. Maize grain prices are 
now pegged around the $600t mark, with yields 
expected to be impacted by the tough season. 

Cereal prices in the entire South Island remain 
buoyant, with reports of sales around 10 percent 
ahead of normal schedules.

MAJOR THREAT: Kiwis are urged to be 
on the lookout for the crop-eating brown 
marmorated stink bug.  Picture supplied

by Doug Laing

NATIONAL company Elite Wool 
Industry Training will conduct a shearing 
course in Tairāwhiti next week for students 
from Gisborne Boys’ High School and 
Campion College.

It will run from May 23 to 26 at 

Hamish and Amanda Cave’s property in 
Wharekopae Road. 

There has been growing interest among 
schools in getting wool industry training 
(shearing and woolhandling) for students. 

Rathkeale College, near Masterton, has 
also included it as a “core” sport.

If the students are keen enough they 

might be ready for some competition when 
the new Shearing Sports season starts.

The first competition in the North Island 
will be at the Poverty Bay Spring Show.

The following week, the Hawke’s Bay 
show will incorporate a schools shearing 
competition, which was first contested in 
2013.

Training the next generation of shearers  AgriHQ

MARKET REPORT 
Week beginning May 16
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SANTA ANA, California — 
The man accused of opening 
fire on a Taiwanese church 
congregation in California 
was charged on Tuesday (local 
time) with first-degree murder 
and five counts of attempted 
murder for what a prosecutor 
called an effort to “execute” as 
many people as possible.

Orange County District 
Attorney Todd Spitzer also 
announced that David Chou, 
68, of Las Vegas was facing 
enhancements for “lying in 
wait” and the use of a firearm, 
as well as four counts of 
possessing destructive devices 
with intent to kill or harm.

“We typically think of the 
person who hides in the 
bushes,” Spitzer said. 

“This case is 
about the person 
concealing 
themselves in 
plain view.”

Arraignment 
was expected 
on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Spitzer said 
he expected that 
public defenders would be 
appointed to represent Chou.

Authorities have said 
Chou — a US citizen who 
authorities say grew up in 
Taiwan — was motivated 
by his alleged hatred of 
Taiwanese people. 

A federal hate crimes 
investigation was also ongoing.

If convicted as charged 
and the jury found the 
enhancements to be true, 

Chou would face a sentence 
of either life in prison without 
possibility of parole or the 
death penalty, Spitzer said.

“While there’s very strong 
evidence right now that this 
was motivated by hate, we 
want to make sure we have 
put together all the evidence 
that confirms that theory in 
the case,” Spitzer said, when 
asked whether he would be 
filing charge of a hate crime.

Chou is accused of opening 
fire during a Sunday luncheon 

for members of Irvine 
Taiwanese Presbyterian 
Church, which worships at 
Geneva Presbyterian Church 
in the community of Laguna 
Woods.

He drove to 
Orange County 
on Saturday 
and the next 
day attended 
the luncheon. 

He spent 
about an hour 
mingling 
with about 
40 attendees 

and then executed his plot, 
authorities said.

He had chained the doors 
and put super glue in the 
keyholes, authorities alleged. 

He allegedly had with him 
two 9mm handguns — legally 
purchased years ago in Las 
Vegas — and three bags 
containing Molotov-cocktail-
type incendiary devices and 
extra ammunition. 

He opened fire and in the 
ensuing chaos Dr John Cheng, 
52, tackled him, allowing other 
parishioners to subdue him 
and tie him up with extension 
cords, authorities said.

Dr Cheng died and five 
people were wounded, 
including an 86-year-old 
woman as well as four men, 
aged 66, 75, 82 and 92, the 
sheriff ’s department said. 

Authorities on Monday 
said two of the wounded were 
in good condition, two were 
in stable condition and the 

status of the fifth patient was 
undetermined.

At a news conference on 
Monday, Sheriff Don Barnes 
called Dr Cheng’s heroism 
“a meeting of good versus 
evil” that probably saved the 
lives “of upwards of dozens of 
people”.

Johnny Stanton, a fullback 
for the Cleveland Browns 
and a native of Rancho Santa 
Margarita, California, wrote 
on Twitter on Tuesday that Dr 
Cheng had been his primary 
care physician.

“Absolute hero,” Stanton 
tweeted. ‘

“He attacked the gunman 
and helped save so many in 
that church. I just wanted his 
name to be known. He will be 
missed.”

Investigators were now 
trying to determine if the 
church in Laguna Woods — a 
scenic coastal area whose 
population mainly consists of 
retirees and is near a large 
gated community — was a 

random target, Spitzer said.
“That population in 

general created a vulnerable 
environment for him to carry 
out what I think was his 
ultimate goal, which was 
to execute in cold blood as 
many people in that room as 
possible,” he said.

Barnes said Chou’s 
hatred toward Taiwan was 
documented in handwritten 
notes that authorities found. 

Chou’s family apparently 
was among many forcibly 
removed from mainland China 
to Taiwan sometime after 
1948, Spitzer said.

Chou had ties to an 
organisation opposed to 
Taiwan’s independence from 
China, according to Taiwanese 
media.

Tensions between China and 
Taiwan were at their highest 
in decades, with Beijing 
stepping up its military 
harassment by flying fighter 
jets toward the self-governing 
island. — AP

Suspect charged in
US church shooting 

David Chou

Authorities said 
Chou  . . .  was 
motivated by his 
alleged hatred of 
Taiwanese people.   

‘ABSOLUTE HERO’: Above, Orange County Sheriff’s Sgt Scott 
Steinle displays a photo of Dr John Cheng, a 52-year-old victim 
who was killed in Sunday’s shooting at Geneva Presbyterian 
Church, during a news conference in Santa Ana, California. 
Amid the chaos, Dr Cheng had tackled Chou, allowing other 
parishioners to subdue Chou and tie him up. Sheriff Don Barnes 
called Dr Cheng’s heroism had probably saved the lives of 
dozens of people. AP picture

HARRISBURG, PA — 
Former US President 
Donald Trump is facing 
his strongest test yet of 
his ability to shape a new 
generation of Republicans 
as voters in Pennsylvania 
and North Carolina decide 
whether to rally around his 
hand-picked choices for 
critical US Senate seats.

As this year’s midterm 
primary season entered 
its busiest stretch, with 
races also unfolding in 
Kentucky, Oregon and 
Idaho, Trump was poised 
to notch several easy wins. 

In North Carolina, US Republican 
Ted Budd was expected to top a 
packed field of GOP rivals, including a 
former governor. 

And in Pennsylvania’s GOP race 
for governor, far-right contender Doug 
Mastriano, was already leading before 
Trump backed him over the weekend.

However, Trump’s preferred 
Senate candidate in Pennsylvania 
— Dr Mehmet Oz — had divided 
conservatives who were typically in 
lockstep with Trump. 

Some were suspicious of the 
ideological leanings of the celebrity 
heart surgeon who had gained 
fame as a frequent guest on Oprah 

Winfrey’s talk show. Dr Oz had spent 
much of the campaign in a heated 
fight with former hedge fund CEO 
David McCormick.

That had allowed commentator 
Kathy Barnette to emerge in the final 
days of the primary as a conservative 
alternative to both Dr Oz and 
McCormick. 

Should she win the primary and 
general election, Barnette would be 
the first Black Republican woman 
elected to the US Senate.

Trump, who had held campaign-
style rallies with Dr Oz, insisted he 
was the best candidate to keep the 
Senate seat in Republican hands. 

Given his level of involvement in 
the race, a loss would be a notable 
setback for the former president, who 
was wielding endorsements as a way 
to prove his dominance over the GOP 
ahead of a potential 2024 presidential 
run.

“I think he’s tough. He’s very 
smart. He’ll be helpful,” Trump told a 

Philadelphia radio station on Tuesday 
(local time), referring to Dr Oz. 

“I also think he’s the one that’s 
gonna win the election. You know 
that’s not an easy election to win.”

Democrats, meanwhile, had their 
own high-profile primaries. 

In Pennsylvania, progressive Lt 
Gov John Fetterman had dominated 
the Senate race but was forced off the 
campaign trail by a stroke. 

The 52-year-old tweeted a picture 
of himself casting an emergency 
absentee ballot from hospital and his 
campaign later released a statement 
saying he was undergoing surgery 
to implement a pacemaker with a 
defibrillator, which should address the 
root cause of his health scare.

Meanwhile, Pennsylvania Attorney 
General John Shapiro, who was 
unopposed for his party’s governor’s 
nomination, tweeted that he was 
experiencing mild Covid-19 symptoms 
that were forcing him off the 
campaign trail.

In North Carolina, Cheri Beasley 
was the clear front-runner in 
her 11-candidate primary for the 
Democratic Senate nomination. 

If she prevailed, Beasley would be 
the state’s first Black senator.

Tuesday’s contests could ultimately 
determine how competitive the 
general election would be, when 
control of Congress, governors’ 
mansions and key elections posts 
were up for grabs. That was especially 
true in the political battleground 
of Pennsylvania, where some 
Republicans were already worried that 
Mastriano was too extreme to woo 
moderates who are often decisive in 
general elections.

More fundamentally, Tuesday’s 
primaries could test voters’ 
commitment to democratic principles. 

Barnette was running even 
further to the right than Dr Oz and 
participated in the January 2021 rally 
that turned into an insurrection at the 
US Capitol. — AP

US Election 2022: two states set to test Trump clout

GLOBAL BRIEFS

Kim Jong-un slams his own 
nation’s Covid-19 response

PYONGYANG — North 
Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un has slammed 
his country’s response 
to its first officially 
confirmed Covid 
outbreak as “immature”, 
accusing government 
officials of inadequacies 
and inertia as “fever 
cases” sweep the 
country, state media 
reports.

North Korea has 
reported 232,880 more 
people today with 
“fever” symptoms, 
and six more deaths 
after the country’s first admission of the Covid 
outbreak last week.

It did not say how many people had tested 
positive for Covid.

Kim had, however, acknowledged earlier that the 
fast-spreading fever was causing “great upheaval” 
in his country, and outside experts said the true 
scale of the outbreak was likely to be much 
bigger than what was being described in the 
state-controlled media.

Presiding over a politburo meeting of the 
ruling Workers’ Party yesterday, Kim said the 
“immaturity in the state capacity for coping with 
the crisis” had increased the “complexity and 
hardships” in fighting the pandemic when “time is 
the life”, according to the KCNA.

North Korea had now reported 1.72 million 
patients with fever symptoms, including 62 deaths 
as of yesterday evening. — AAP

Musk seeks spam bot proof
MIAMI — Elon Musk 

said on Tuesday (local 
time) that his US$44 
billion offer would not 
move forward until 
Twitter Inc provided 
proof that spam bots 
accounted for less than 
5 percent of its total 
users, just hours after 
suggesting he could 
seek a lower price for 
the company.

“My offer was based 
on Twitter’s SEC filings 
being accurate. Yesterday, Twitter’s CEO publicly 
refused to show proof of <5 percent (spam 
accounts). This deal cannot move forward until he 
does,” Musk said in a tweet.

After putting his offer on hold last week pending 
information on spam accounts, Musk said he 
suspected they made up at least 20 percent of 
users — compared with Twitter’s official estimates 
of just 5 percent. 

“You can’t pay the same price for something 
that is much worse than they claimed,” he said at 
the All-In Summit 2022 conference in Miami on 
Monday.

 — Agencies

Former US President 
Donald Trump

 AP file picture

Trump’s preferred 
Senate candidate 
in Pennsylvania, 

Mehmet Oz (‘Dr Oz’). 
 AP file picture

Supreme Leader of 
North Korea, 
Kim Jong-un.

 AP picture

Elon Musk.
 AP file picture
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BRIEFS

$20k to man shot by police
HASTINGS — The High Court has awarded 

$20,000 in compensation to a man after finding 
his right to be treated with humanity and respect 
was breached when he was accidentally shot by 
police.

Hastings man Iriheke Pere, then 33, was 
lying face-down on the ground, compliant and 
restrained after being arrested, when he was shot 
in the back by a member of the police Armed 
Offenders Squad (AOS) in August 2013.

His lawyer, Eric Forster, took a case to the High 
Court seeking compensation for a breach of the 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990.

Forster argued that the shooting breached 
Section 23(5) of the Bill of Rights, which says that 
“everyone deprived of liberty shall be treated with 
humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity 
of the person”.

High Court Justice Francis Cooke agreed that a 
Bill of Rights breach had occurred, saying it did 
not matter that the shooting was accidental and 
not deliberate.

He said the officer who discharged the shot, 
known as Officer Z4, failed to observe minimum 
standards of firearms safety.

The court was told that Officer Z4’s rifle, held 
in a sling, had brushed against the holster of his 
pistol, releasing the safety catch. As he stepped 
forward to help lift Pere off the ground, a buckle 
on his safety vest caught on the trigger and the 
rifle discharged.

Pere was taken to hospital with shrapnel from 
the disintegrated bullet through his back, chest 
and neck, and suffering from blood loss, a 
collapsed lung, and injury to blood vessels. He 
was in hospital for a month.

Officer Z4 was charged with careless use of a 
firearm causing injury after the shooting, but was 
acquitted by a jury in the Napier District Court in 
2016. — NZ Herald

Youth arrested over stabbing
WELLINGTON — A 15-year-old boy charged 

following a suspected stabbing in Tawa has 
appeared in the Youth Court.

The boy, who has automatic name suppression 
due to his age, appeared in court in Porirua this 
morning, charged with wounding with intent 
to cause grievous bodily harm by stabbing or 
cutting.

The charge follows an on Duncan Street in Tawa 
yesterday afternoon.

One person was injured in the incident and was 
taken to Wellington Hospital’s ICU with serious 
injuries.

The boy did not enter a plea during his brief 
appearance and was remanded on bail to 
reappear in court next week. — NZ Herald

Man charged with murder
HASTINGS — A man has been charged with 

murder after a body was found in a Northland 
forest yesterday afternoon.

Police believe the body is Northland woman 
Gaelene Bright, who was last spoken to at her 
home address early on May 1.

Police found the body in the Waipoua Forest, 
near State Highway 12 in Waimamaku.

“A scene guard is in place in the area and police 
will not be in a position to release any further 
details of the victim until formal identification 
takes place,” Detective Senior Sergeant Kevan 
Verry said.

The 65-year-old man has been charged with 
murder and has been interviewed by police.

He will be appear in the Hastings District Court 
today. 

Police are not seeking anyone else in relation to 
this matter. — NZ Herald

Teens plead not guilty
AUCKLAND — Two teens charged with 

manslaughter following the death of an 18-year-
old in central Auckland pleaded not guilty through 
their lawyers today as they appeared in the High 
Court at Auckland for the first time.

Name suppression will continue for the 
defendants, a male and a female who are also 
both 18, at least until a hearing next month.

However, the Crown agreed today to no longer 
seek name suppression for victim Connor Boyd 
of East Auckland.

Boyd died at Auckland City Hospital on April 27, 
three days after he was critically injured while on 
foot near the intersection of Customs Street East 
and Commerce Street at around 2.35am.

Police said at the time that the vehicle involved 
in the pedestrian’s injury left the scene of the 
incident but was located later.

Justice Fitzgerald set a trial date today for 
October 2023. — NZ Herald

by John Gerritsen, RNZ

WELLINGTON — Education agents 
warn that foreign students are not queuing 
up to return to New Zealand next year.

They told RNZ this country’s handling 
of the pandemic was not the drawcard the 
Government had expected and recently-
announced changes to post-study work 
rights would hit the Indian market 
especially hard.

International education used to be New 
Zealand’s fourth biggest export earner 
at $5 billion a year, but pandemic border 
restrictions restricted enrolments to the 
point that by the start of April there were 
11,803 students remaining in the country.

The Government recently announced 
that a freeze on study visa applications 
would end on July 31 and students with 
existing visas could also return then.

Immigration and education agent 
Arunima Dhingra said students’ attitude to 
New Zealand had changed since before the 
pandemic.

“Previously we would see people jump 
straight away and say, ‘let’s go there because 
it is great, we know our friends have gone’. 

“We’re not seeing that kind of enthusiasm 
at this stage. People that want to come here 
will definitely come here, but it’s not for 
everybody now. These policies have cut that 
chunk that we were normally catering to, 
and they will probably be looking at other 
countries,” she said.

Dhingra said many courses that used 
to attract Indian and Chinese students 
no longer grant the right to work after 
graduation.

She also worried the rules were unrealistic 
in requiring students to find employment in 
the profession they had studied, rather than 
recognising that people often found a job 
lower down the career ladder and worked 
up to the position they had trained for.

“We are definitely going to see a drop, 
and then they will realise they have lost 
quite a lot of the revenue.

“We might see rejigging of some of those 
policies to increase those numbers,” she 
said.

Immigration lawyer Alastair McClymont 
said he worked with a lot of international 
students and migrants who first arrived as 
students.

He said the Government’s changes were 
likely to slash enrolments from India and 
China, the two biggest source countries for 
international students.

“The general feeling is that the export 
education industry is going to take a 
massive hit. There’s going to be dramatically 
reduced numbers of international students 

coming to New Zealand, particularly from 
the traditional markets of India and China 
where the reception seems to be that Indian 
and Chinese students in particular are no 
longer welcome here,” he said.

“I don’t think we’re going to be getting 
very many students at all from India, the 
numbers from China are going to be very 
much reduced, and the new markets that 
the Government seems to be looking at, 
traditionally those are markets where the 
students have been looking elsewhere, they 
have been looking predominantly to the 
United States or to Europe for study and 
not to New Zealand or Australia.”

McClymont said many students would 
not come if they could not see a pathway to 
gaining residence in this country.

Bridget Egan runs Global Student, which 
recruits international students heading to 
secondary schools and universities.

She said some students had held out for 
New Zealand, but most had chosen to go 
somewhere else.

“It is an uphill battle. There’s a minority 
of students that for one reason or another 
have got some sort of emotional connection 
with New Zealand, or perhaps they already 
have family or other people that they 
know who have studied here first. But the 
majority of students are still deciding where 
in the world they want to study,” she said.

Egan said she had seen no evidence 
that the Government’s handling of the 
pandemic would help attract students.

“We have not heard that from students. 
If anything we have had students really 

annoyed that there has not been a lot of 
signalling around when they will be able to 
travel to New Zealand.

“Last year I posted something on 
Facebook saying, ‘this is great news, the 
border is going to be opening’ and I got a 
lot of feedback from students saying they 
had postponed their degrees and they still 
had no idea when they would be able to 
travel to New Zealand.”

Egan said the Government needs to talk 
more to agents about reviving the industry, 
rather than focusing on education providers.

Birgit Neumann from Study Nelson, 
which brings young people from German-
speaking European countries to study in 
secondary schools, said it had some students 
lined up because it kept working through 
the pandemic, but many agents could not 
do that.

“The difficulty is that New Zealand has 
fallen off the radar to a degree, and there 
has been a little bit of lost trust in some 
ways that we do not know whether the 
border will be shutting again. Those are the 
kind of comments that I’m hearing,” she 
said.

Neumann said the recovery would not be 
as fast as some people would like.

“A lot of the schools have had to disband 
their international departments. They have 
had to let their staff go and this is probably 
the biggest interrupter in the recovery.

“Agents have very close and very personal 
relationships with schools and the staff 
there, to recover those will take a long 
time,” she said.

‘It is an uphill battle’
International student market unlikely to recover quickly

enrolments down: Foreign students’ attitudes to New Zealand had changed since 
before the pandemic.  Picture supplied

by Thomas Coughlan, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — Prisoners serving 
long sentences as a result of Three Strikes 
legislation will not be getting out of prison 
early as a result of the Government’s 
decision to repeal the law.

That is the recommendation of 
Parliament’s Justice Committee, which 
reviewed the Government’s Three Strikes 
repeal legislation. The Committee said 
a regime of retrospectively looking at 
sentences would be too “complex”.

Parliament’s Justice Committee 
recommended the Government’s legislation 
pass, without amendment.

Three Strikes was an Act creation from 
2010 when the party was in a coalition 
with National. The legislation imposes 
progressively harsher penalties for each 
“strike” offence committed. By the final 
penalty, the court must impose the 
maximum applicable penalty without parole, 

unless the court considers it would be 
manifestly unjust to do so.

Labour wants to repeal the legislation, 
but was unable to in its first term because 
of opposition from NZ First. Now it is 
governing on its own, and Justice Minister 
Kris Faafoi has introduced legislation to 
repeal Three Strikes.

Faafoi asked the committee to look at 
what to do with prisoners serving long 
sentences under the existing legislation 
and it concluded that it did “not wish to 
recommend any changes”, meaning people 
sentenced under the original legislation will 
serve their sentences as planned.

“We have considered this option and we 
do not wish to recommend any changes to 
the bill of this nature.

“Retrospectively changing sentences would 
require complex approaches that would 
differ depending on which of the affected 
groups were included,” the committee said.

The committee also said it risked  

affecting victims.
“Retrospectively reducing sentences or 

allowing parole would significantly affect the 
victims of those offenders, who could not 
have expected any re-sentencing or parole 
hearings to occur,” the committee said.

National and Act do not back repeal and 
issued minority reports on the legislation.

No other major recommendations were 
made by the committee.

Faafoi has previously said the legislation 
was an “anomaly” in our justice system, 
because it dictates what sentences judges 
must hand down irrespective of relevant 
factors, he said.

“It has led to absurd outcomes,” he added.
He said one person was sentenced to 

10 years’ imprisonment for an offence 
where usually an 18-month term would be 
imposed.

Faafoi said backers of the law had 
incorrectly argued it would improve public 
safety.

No repeal for three strikes prisoners
The Gisborne Herald • Wednesday, May 18, 202218  NATIONAL NEWS
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WEDNESDAY—THURSDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 0  

Quiz show where 

contestants must stay 

one step ahead of The 

Chaser.

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0  

The latest news, sport, 

and weather.

 7pm Seven Sharp 0  

Stories of the day from 

around New Zealand.

 7.30 The Cube 0   

Phillip Schofield 

presents a game show 

that tests contestants 

skill, nerve and 

determination to win.

 8.20 Lotto  

The Lotto draw.

 8.25 The Cube PG 0 

Continued.

 8.30 Kirstie And Phil’s Love 

It Or List It PG 0   

Phil revisits Amber and 

spider-mad Martin, who 

were at a loss with their 

three-bedroom semi in 

Waterbeach.

 9.30 Coronation Street PG 0 

 10.30 1 News Tonight 0 

 11pm Shortland Street PG 3 0 

 11.30 N Roadkill ML 0   

Peter Laurence is a 

conservative politician 

whose career is on a 

knife edge.

  THURSDAY  

 12.40 Under The Dome M 0 

 1.25 Te Karere 3  

News and current 

affairs from a Maori 

perspective.

 2am Infomercials 

 5.30 Te Karere 3 

 6am Breakfast 0 

 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show PG 0 

 10am Tipping Point 3 0 

 11am The Chase 3 0 

 Noon 1 News At Midday 0 

 12.30 Emmerdale PG 0 

 1pm Hollyoaks PGC 0   

Ste offers James a 

shoulder to cry on; 

Theresa plays cupid for 

Verity; Bobby’s lies start 

to unravel.

 2pm 1 News Budget Special 

2022 0   

Jack Tame and Jessica 

Mutch McKay lead a 

discussion with experts 

on the Government’s 

2022 budget.

 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Neighbours PG 0   

Nicolette throws a party 

for Kiri and finds an 

unexpected ally.

 5pm The Chase 0 

 5pm Counting Cars PG 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 6pm Storage Wars PGL 

 6.30 Storage Wars PGL 

 7pm Border Security M 

 7.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 8.30 FBI: Most Wanted MV 

 9.30 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Helicopter ER M 

  THURSDAY  

 12.30 Wheel Of Fortune 

 1am Jeopardy! 

 1.25 Border Security M 

 1.50 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 2.35 FBI: Most Wanted MV 

 3.30 Storage Wars PGL 

 3.55 Storage Wars PGL 

 4.20 Person Of Interest M 

 5.10 The Mentalist MVC 

 6am Jeopardy! 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 6.45 Pawn Stars PG 

 7.10 Counting Cars PG 

 7.35 Helicopter ER M 

 8.25 Border Security M 

 8.50 Storage Wars PGL 

 9.15 Storage Wars PGL 

 9.40 The Mentalist MVC 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 Noon Jeopardy! 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 12.50 FBI: Most Wanted MV 

 1.40 Lethal Weapon 16VLSC 

 2.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 3.20 Helicopter ER M 

 4.10 Jeopardy! 

 4.35 Wheel Of Fortune 

 5pm Counting Cars PG 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 5.05 The Unholy MVLC 2021 

Horror. Jeffrey Dean 

Morgan, Cricket Brown.

 6.45 Voyagers 16V 2021 

Adventure. Colin Farrell, 

Tye Sheridan, Lily-Rose 

Depp.

 8.30 Together Together MLS 

2021 Comedy. When a 

young loner is hired 

as a surrogate mother 

for a single man in his 

40s, the two develop an 

unexpected relationship. 

Ed Helms, Patti Harrison.

 10pm The Suicide Squad 16VLC 

2021 Adventure. Margot 

Robbie, Idris Elba.

  THURSDAY  

 12.10 Songbird 16V 2020 Thriller. 

KJ Apa, Sofia Carson.

 1.35 The Lost Husband PGL 

2020 Drama. Leslie Bibb, 

Josh Duhamel.

 3.25 Let Him Go MVC 2020 

Thriller. Kevin Costner, 

Diane Lane.

 5.20 Ordinary Love MLSC 2019 

Drama.

 6.50 Killer Infatuation MVLSC 

2021 Thriller.

 8.20 The Forever Purge 16VL 

2021 Action.

 10.05 Snake Eyes: GI Joe 

Origins MVL 2021 Action.

 12.05 Dirt Music MLS 2019 Drama.

 1.50 Every Breath You 

Take 16VC 2021 Thriller.

 3.35 Antebellum 16VL 2020 

Thriller.

 5.20 The Devil Has A 

Name 16VLSC 2021 Drama.

 5.40 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 6.35 Dirty Jobs MLC Rodbuster, 

Galvanizer.

 7.30 Dirty Jobs MLC

 8.30 Bering Sea Gold MLC  

The Ice Mine Cometh.

 9.30 Moonshiners: Master 

Distiller MLC High Proof 

Cherry Bounce.

 10.30 Edge Of Alaska MLC  

The Stranger.

 11.25 Naked And Afraid MLC 

  THURSDAY  

 12.15 Barnwood Builders PG 

 1.05 Blowing Up History PG 

 1.55 Gold Rush PG 

 2.45 Naked And Afraid MLC 

 3.35 Bering Sea Gold MLC 

 5.15 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 6.05 Man Caves PG 

 6.30 How The Universe 

Works PG 

 7.20 Barnwood Builders PG 

 8.10 How Do They Do It? PG 

 8.35 Demolition Down 

Under PG 

 9.25 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 10.20 Dirty Jobs MLC 

 11.15 Bering Sea Gold MLC 

 12.10 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.35 Man Caves PG 

 1.05 Blowing Up History PG 

 2pm Naked And Afraid MLC 

 2.55 Homestead Rescue PG 

 3.50 Gold Rush MLC 

 4.45 Demolition Down 

Under PG 

 5.40 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 5pm Big Brother Australia PG 0 
 6.30 Home And Away PG 0   

Xander delivers an awful 
truth; Justin is wounded 
by Theo’s secrecy.

 7pm Shortland Street PG 0 
 7.30 Snack Masters NZ PG 0   

The cooks are challenged 
to create their own 
version of Griffin’s Toffee 
Pops.

 8.30 Taskmaster M 0   
Five comedians complete 
bizarre tasks for 
taskmaster Greg Davies.

 9.30 Tom Allen’s Quizness 0   
British comedian Tom 
Allen hosts a quiz show 
where the Contestants 
must prove their 
knowledge by looking silly.

 10.35 Hell’s Kitchen: Young 
Guns 16 0   
A clash of egos causes 
tensions to run high.

 11.35 Have You Been Paying 
Attention? M 3 0 

  THURSDAY  
 12.30 Resident Alien 16L 0 
 1.20 Emmerdale PG 3 0 
 1.40 Infomercials 
 2.40 MasterChef Australia 3 0 
 3.40 Pennyworth 16VLC 3 0 
 4.35 Neighbours PG 3 0 
 5am Infomercials 
 6am Les Mills Born To Move 0 
 6.25 Children’s Programmes 0   

Including: Kiri and Lou; 
Maia the Brave; Takaro 
Tribe; Darwin and Newts; 
The Jungle Bunch to 
the Rescue; We Bare 
Bears; Bakugan – Geogan 
Rising; Julius jr; Thomas 
and Friends; Peppa Pig; 
Monchhichi Tribe.

 9.05 Infomercials 
 9.35 Les Mills Core 0 
 10.10 Home And Away PG 3 0 
 10.40 Shortland Street PG 3 0 
 11.10 The Mindy Project PGC 3 0 
 11.40 Charmed M 0 
 12.40 Heroes PG 0 
 1.35 The Drew Barrymore 

Show PG 3 0 
 2.30 Snack Masters NZ PG 3 0 
 3.30 The Feed 
 5pm Big Brother Australia PG 0 

 5pm Gold Rush 0 

 6pm Newshub Live At 6pm 

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 Parental Guidance PG 0   

Four parents have made 

it to Crowded House. 

They will be parenting 

all the kids through the 

super challenges.

 8.35 SAS Australia 16 0   

A day of cold water 

torture pushes the 

recruits to their limits; 

tears flow when they 

reveal their most 

shameful secrets.

 9.45 Finding Escobar’s 

Millions M 0   

Acting on new 

intelligence, Chris and 

Jerry examine cocaine 

labs and secret hideouts 

in the remote Colombian 

countryside.

 10.30 Newshub Late 

 11pm Hawaii Five-0 M 3 0   

A Thai diplomat’s wife 

confesses to the murder 

of her husband, but 

Danny suspects she 

is covering for the real 

killer.

 11.55 Yard Crashers 3 

  THURSDAY  

 12.25 Infomercials 

 5.30 AM Early 

 6am AM 

 9am Infomercials 

 10.30 Match Game PG 3 0 

 11.30 Newshub Live At 

11.30am 

 Noon Married At First Sight: 

US PG 

 1.30 Yard Crashers 

 2pm Newshub Nation Budget 

Special 

 3pm Cutthroat Kitchen PG 

 4pm Yard Crashers 

 4.30 Newshub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Gold Rush 0 

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Sky Speed 

 6.30 Storage Wars PGC 3 0 

 7pm Pawn Stars PG 3 

 7.30 Helicopter ER MVC 0   

The team scrambles 

to save a marathon 

runner who has 

had a heart attack; 

medics are called to 

serious accident in a 

supermarket carpark.

 8.30 Ambulance 16VC 0   

A woman is distressed 

when her husband 

has a seizure; the 

mental health triage 

car responds to a man 

threatening to walk into 

the sea.

 9.45 High 16VLC 0 (Mini-series)   

Aged 19 and bored of 

where she grew up, 

Michaella McCollum 

craved sun and 

adventure. Her dream 

turned into a nightmare 

as she fell into a world 

of illicit drugs and 

excess.

 11pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 

  THURSDAY  

 12am F World’s Most 

Unexplained MC 

 12.30 Infomercials 

 8am Henry Danger PGV 0 

 8.25 The Moe Show 3 0 

 9am Wheel Of Fortune 3 

 9.30 Five Bedrooms MLS 3 0 

 10.30 Big Love MLSC 0 

 11.30 Royal Pains MVC 

 12.30 Duncanville ML 

 1pm House MVSC 0 

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm American Pickers PG 3 

 5pm F Dream Home 

Dilemma 3 0 

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Paia 3 

 5.15 Haka Life 3 

 5.30 Taikura Kapa Haka 

Festival 3 

 6pm Te Arawa 3 

 6.30 Te Ao Marama 

 7pm Huro Pepi 3 

 7.30 Moving Out With 

Kanoa 3 

 8.30 M Wish I Was 

Here MVLS 2014 Comedy.

 10.30 Sidewalk Karaoke 3 

 11pm Te Ao Marama 

 11.30 Closedown 

  THURSDAY  

 6.30 Waiata Mai 3 

 6.40 ZooMoo 3 

 6.50 Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 7am Darwin And Newts 3 

 7.10 Smooth 3 

 7.20 Haati Paati 3 

 7.30 Kia Mau 3 

 7.40 Kainga Whakapaipai 3 

 7.50 Paia 3 

 8am Polyfest 3 

 8.30 Oranga Ngakau 3 

 9.30 Whanau Living 3 

 10am Kai With Anne Thorp 3 

 10.30 Toi Te Ora 

 11am Moving Out With 

Kanoa 3 

 Noon Te Ao Tapatahi 

 12.30 Sidewalk Karaoke 3 

 1.05 Ko Te Reo Kia Rere 3 

 1.30 Ako 3 

 3.05 Waiata Mai 3 

 3.15 ZooMoo 3 

 3.25 Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 3.35 Darwin And Newts 3 

 3.45 Smooth 3 

 3.55 Haati Paati 3 

 4.05 Kia Mau 3 

 4.15 Kainga Whakapaipai 3 

 4.25 Paia 3 

 4.35 Polyfest 3 

 5pm Paia 3 

 5.15 Haka Life 3 

 5.30 Taikura Kapa Haka 

Festival 3 

 5pm Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 6pm Money For Nothing 

 7pm Kings Of The Wood   

Alex builds a foldable 

chair, Robin is tasked 

with creating a three-

piece mirror and Charis 

makes an ottoman.

 8pm Newshub Live At 8pm 

 8.30 Big Family Farm   

A tearful farewell 

as Raven heads to 

university; Clemmy 

does not want to start 

school away from Tony 

the Pony; Clive has a hip 

replacement.

 9.30 Escape To The Chateau: 

DIY PG 

 10.30 Kings Of The Wood 3 

 11.30 Baggage Battles 

  THURSDAY  

 12am Infomercials 

 6am Mystery Of The Lost 

Island PG 3 

 7am The Pioneer Woman 

 7.30 Valerie’s Home Cooking 

 8am Bobby And Giada In 

Italy 3 

 9am Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 3 

 10am Money For Nothing 3 

 11am Yardcore 

 11.30 Elbow Room 

 11.55 Escape To The Chateau: 

DIY PG 3 

 12.55 Big Family Farm 3 

 1.55 Kings Of The Wood 3 

 2.50 Grizzly Project PG 

 3.50 Rick Stein’s India 

 5.05 Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 5.30 Shark Tank PG 

 6.30 Bar Rescue PGLC 

 7.30 Dog Rescuers PG 

 8.30 24 Hours In Emergency MC 

 9.30 Stacey Dooley Sleeps 

Over PG 

 10.30 Killer Couples MVC 3 

 11.20 Accident, Suicide Or 

Murder? MVC 3 

  THURSDAY  

 12.35 Infomercials 

 10am Hoarders PG 3 

 10.50 Bar Rescue PGLC 3 

 11.40 Killer Couples MVC 3 

 12.35 Accident, Suicide Or 

Murder? MVC 3 

 1.50 The Real Housewives Of 

New York City M 3 

 2.50 Hoarders PG 3 

 3.45 Top Chef PG 

 4.40 Celebrity Ghost 

Stories PGLVC 3 

 5.35 Shark Tank PG 

5pm Checkpoint With Lisa 
Owen. News and current affairs 
programme.  
6.30 Trending Now  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
10pm News At Ten  
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.  
11.04 Inside Out With Nick 
Tipping.  

THURSDAY   
12.04 All Night Programme  
5am First Up With Nathan Rarere.  
6am Morning Report With Susie 
Ferguson and Corin Dann.  
9.06 Nine To Noon  
With Kathryn Ryan.  
Noon Midday Report  
With Mani Dunlop.  
1.06 Afternoons  
With Jesse Mulligan.  
3.45 The Panel  
With Wallace Chapman.  
5pm Checkpoint With Lisa Owen.  

Snack Masters NZ 
 7.30pm on TVNZ 2

Ambulance 
 8.30pm on Prime

High 
 9.45pm on Prime

Compiled by18May22

© TVNZ 2022 © TVNZ 2022

 5pm Aotearoa Rugby Pod 

 5.30 Super Rugby 

Pacific (HLS) 

 6pm Super Rugby 

Pacific (HLS) 

 6.30 Netball: ANZ 

Premiership (HLS) 

 7pm L Netball: ANZ 

Premiership Magic v 

Steel.

 9pm Once A Warrior With 

Monty Betham 

 9.40 Rugby League: NRL (HLS) 

 10.10 L Cycling: Giro 

D’Italia Stage 11: 

Santarcangelo di 

Romagna to Reggio 

Emilia.

  THURSDAY  

 3.35 Netball: ANZ 

Premiership (RPL) 

 5.05 Heineken Champions 

Cup (HLS) 

 5.30 Heineken Champions 

Cup (HLS) 

 6am Super Rugby Pacific (RPL) 

 8am Between Two Posts 

 9am Super Rugby Pacific (RPL) 

 11am Heineken Champions 

Cup (HLS) 

 11.30 Heineken Champions 

Cup (HLS) 

 Noon Currie Cup (RPL) 

 2pm Netball: ANZ 

Premiership (HLS) 

 2.30 Super Rugby 

Pacific (HLS) 

 3pm Super Rugby Pacific 

 3.30 Heineken Champions 

Cup 

 4pm Heineken Champions 

Cup 

 4.30 Super Rugby Pacific (RPL) 

SKY SPORT 1
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ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

DOCTOR STRANGE IN
THE MULTIVERSE OF
MADNESS (TBC) WED,
10.40am, 1.15pm, 4pm,
6pm, 8.40pm. THU
10.40am, 1.15pm,
4.10pm, 6pm, 8.40pm
DOWNTON ABBEY:
A NEW ERA (PG)

WED, THU 11am,
1.35pm, 6.45pm
EVERYTHING
EVERYWHERE ALL AT
ONCE (R13)

WED 8.20pm
FANTASTIC BEASTS:
THE SECRETS OF
DUMBLEDORE (M)

WED 3.25pm
HAUTE COUTURE (M)

THU 1.20pm, 5.50pm
NOBODY HAS TO
KNOW (M)

THU 3.40pm, 8.10pm
OPERATION
MINCEMEAT (M) WED
12.50pm, 3.25pm, 6pm,
8.40pm. THU 1pm, 6pm
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG
2 (PG) TUE 3.40pm
THE BAD GUYS  (PG)

WED, THU 3.50pm
THE LOST CITY (M)

WED 1.20pm, 6.10pm,
8.30pm. THU 11am,
3.40pm, 8.40pm
THE NORTHMAN (R16)

THU 11.15am, 2.30pm,
5.30pm, 8.20pm
THE VELVET QUEEN
(TBC) WED 1.20pm,
6.15pm. THU 11am

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

Times may vary subject
to late change

DECEASED ESTATE
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

In the Estate of Allan
Grant, late of Gisborne,
Retired, who died on 17
November 2021. Pur-
suant to Section 79 of
the Trusts Act 2019
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that all
creditors and other
persons having claims
against or in respect of
the estate of the
abovenamed deceased
or any property forming
part of such estate or
against the Trustees are
required to send their
claims to the under-
mentioned executors on
or before the 20th day
of June 2022 and
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that after such
date the executors
propose to transfer or
distribute the assets of
the deceased among the
parties entitled thereto
having regard to the
claims of which the
executors then have
notice and that in such
event the executors will
not as respect the
property so transferred
or distributed be liable
to any such person of
whose claim they had
no notice of at the time
of such transfer or
distribution. The execu-
tors of the will of Allan
Grant, C/o PO Box
1050, Gisborne 4040.

WANT a fence built,
altered or changed?
Also section clearing.
Ph Graeme 021659 672.

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.

P A I N T E R , experi-
enced, no job too small.
Ph Oliver, 027 707 900.

HOUSE plans drawn,
alterations, extensions.
Ph 0273 618 863.

BUY now for Winter.
Macrocarpa 2m3 $220,
4m3 $420. Gum 2m3
$230 or 4m3 $440. Pine
4m3 $280. Ph 862
8876. Macs Firewood.

TEESDALE ORCHARD
TREE ripened apples,
Pacific Rose, Red &
Golden Delicious,
Ballarat Cookers,
Granny Smith, Fuji.
Packham, Winter Nelis,
Comice pears, onions,
squash pumpkins, and
much more. Back
Ormond Rd. Open 7
days. Eftpos available.

DRY Pine, $80 per m3.
Ph/text 027 692 6147.

SPECIAL GENERAL
ZOOM MEETING

FOR  TE RONGOPAI
MARAE

RESCHEDULED 
SUNDAY,

22 May 2022
11am

AGENDA
Karakia/Mihi
Apologies
House Rules
Introduction
Confirmation of
 Working Committee
  Chair
Working Committee
  Vice Chair
Whanau would need to
register their interest so
the link can be sent to:

rongopaipa473@
gmail.com

We apologise for the
inconvenience.

I’M an honest, caring
man looking for a lady
to share my life with. If
this could be you,
please reply to Herald
Box No. 1.

RUATAUPARE
MARAE AGM

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE
2022, ST FRANCIS

HALL, RUATOREA
•  9.30am – Karakia
•  10.30 – Kaputi
•  11am – Hui re:

Church: Hato Matiu
•  12.30 – AGM

COMMENCES
•  Previous Minutes
•  Auditor’s Report
•  Election of Officers
•  General Business

*A special meeting to
follow AGM

Nau mai,haramai
e te whanau

Kura Whangapirita
(Heketari)

Entertainment

NOTICE BOARD

Gisborne District Council

Meetings

Meetings

Gisborne District Council

Meetings

Public Notices

Work WantedWork WantedWork Wanted Work Wanted

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

Firewood PersonalFruit and 

Produce

Having a
garage sale 
Saturday?

Deadline to advertise is 
2pm Thursday.

www.gdc.govt.nz 

15 Fitzherbert Street
PO Box 747 Gisborne 4040

PHONE 06 867 2049
EAST COAST RESIDENTS 0800 653 800

EMAIL service@gdc.govt.nz
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TRUST TAIRĀWHITI

Kia hiwa rā, kia hiwa rā!

E rau rangatira mā, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. Tēnei te 
karanga kia tuku tono mai mō ngā tūranga hou o Te Tarati o 
Te Tairāwhiti.

The Gisborne District Council has the role of selecting and 
appointing trustees to Trust Tairāwhiti and we’re looking for 
dynamic Trustees to join the Board for a term of three years.

Trust Tairāwhiti – He aha ta tatou e pa ana.
Trust Tairāwhiti – what we’re about.

Trust Tairāwhiti is the regional development trust for 
Tairāwhiti. The Trust has a vision that the people, whānau 
and communities of Tairāwhiti can live the lives we value in 
ways that matter to us. 

The Trust was established to:

    a) Preserve the value of the capital of the Trust fund.
    b) Support businesses, communities and other initiatives
         which are likely to encourage or sustain economic
         growth in Tairāwhiti. 

Trust Tairāwhiti is the 100 percent shareholder of Eastland 
Group and have around $834 million in total assets. 

He Rangitapu He Tohu Ora - Tairāwhiti Wellbeing Framework 
provides the Trust with a guiding set of outcomes for all 
our activities. The framework provides a clear line of sight 
between what we do and what we invest in. 

Trust Tairāwhiti deliver this kaupapa in three ways:

    1. Enabling others through grant funding - by supporting
        initiatives that will deliver community wellbeing impact
        and outcomes. 
    2. Investing capital, including via Eastland Group
        Preserving capital is essential for the financial
        sustainability of the Trust. Finding a balance between
        the amount available now and retention for future
        generations remains a critical consideration.
    3. Delivering targeted operations on behalf of the
        region - Trust Tairāwhiti brings our community trust,
        economic development agency (EDA), and regional
        tourism organisation (RTO) together under one roof to
        better assist the wellbeing of our people, the success of
        our businesses, and the future of our region.

APPLICANT DESCRIPTION

Ideally you will have:
    • exceptional financial experience and business skills
    • strategic leadership and risk management experience
    • sound professional judgement and decision making
    • strong networks, links and relationships to the
      communities, iwi and hapū of Te Tairāwhiti.

In making this appointment, we will also be looking 
to ensure the right balance of diversity is added to the 
collective decision making around the trust table.

Applications should include a cover letter and full 
curriculum vitae. Please label your application
‘Trust Tairāwhiti Appointment’ and send electronically to 
Heather.Kohn@gdc.govt.nz 

Applications close Friday 20 May 2022 at 5pm. 

A fact sheet, including further information about the 
attributes required of Trustees is available on our website
or from Heather Kohn.

MĀORI LAND COURT 
APPLICATIONS

Applications to be heard on
Thursday 2 June, 2022

Māori Land Court
Ministry of Justice

Court Hearing Centre,
Hekiera Road, Ruatoria

11.30am –
Te Araroa Māori Township Section 

78A
Review of Trust.

11.3 am –
Wharekahika A19

Review of trust and reduce the number 
of  Advisory Trustees as

Ngoingoi Smith is deceased.
11.40am –

Tokomaru B5B
Review of Trust

11.45am –
Pohooterangi A11

Review of trust and reduce the number 
of advisory Trustees as

Eunice Huriwai is deceased.
11.50am –

Puhunga A1B2B3B2
Review of Trust and reduce the
n0umber of advisory trustees as

Bessie Goldsmith and Campbell Keelan 
are deceased.

11.55am –
Tihiomanono A20B

Review of trust and reduce the number 
of Advisory trustee as

Arapera Harrison is deceased.
12.00pm –

Ngawhakatutu A5E
Review of Trust

UPDATE – MĀORI LAND COURT 
HEARING PROTOCOLS

* To attend this hearing you will be 
asked to complete a Rapid Antigen 

Test prior to entering the courtroom. 
Failure to do so may result in your 

application being adjourned or entry 
to the courtroom denied. This test 
will be provided and facilitated by 

the Māori Land Court. To allow time 
for this process to be completed, 

please arrive 30 minutes prior to the 
allocated hearing time.

If you need to discuss this notice or 
have any questions regarding your 

application, contact your case manager 
either directly if you have their contact 
details or through our office (quote your 

application number):
Email: mlctairawhiti@justice.govt.nz  

Phone: (06) 869 0370
For further information

Please contact
Te Tumu Paeroa

Wellington
(0800) 943 682

www.gdc.govt.nz 

15 Fitzherbert Street
PO Box 747 Gisborne 4040

PHONE 06 867 2049
FREEPHONE 0800 653 800

EMAIL service@gdc.govt.nz
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Wrecked Vessel
MARITIME TRANSPORT ACT 1994

Notice is given that the following vessel 
has been declared a wreck under section 
33J(2) of the Maritime Transport Act 
1994, (MTA). 

San Rosa – washed ashore near Tikitiki, 
East Coast.

The owner of the wreck is hereby 
directed to remove the wreck from 
Gisborne waters and foreshore to a 
suitable location for repair or disposal by 
close of business on Friday 20 May 2022. 

If the owner fails to remove the wreck 
within the time specified or in a manner 
satisfactory to the Gisborne District 
Council (Council), then Council will 
take necessary and practicable steps 
to remove it for destruction or other 
appropriate disposal.

Under section 33J(4) of the MTA, Council 
is entitled to recover the expenses 
incurred in removing this wreck as a 
debt owed by the owner.

Failure to act as required by this 
direction under section 33F(1)(c)(ii) of 
the MTA would be a breach of the MTA 
which could incur a penalty of up to 12 
months imprisonment or a fine of up to 
$10,000 under section 33F(6)(a).

The owner of the vessel should 
contact Gisborne District Council’s 
Harbourmaster to advise of your 
intentions for this vessel, at the phone 
numbers below.

Peter Buell
Harbourmaster
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BROTHER Word-
processor (typewriter/
old tech).  Ph 867 4312.
NZ Flora & Fauna Art
Album by EH and SA
Featon 1889, any cond.
Ph 027 605 0671.

SEEKING INBOUND
PHONE OPERATOR

For busy Gisborne
transport company.

Successful applicant
will need to possess

sound keyboard input
and people skills.
Some shift-work

required.  Must enjoy
busy, working
environ- ment.

Training provided.
Email contact details

to gisbornetaxi@
xtra.co.nz

RUATAUPARE
MARAE KI
TUPAROA

TRUSTEES ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
10am, Saturday June
4th 2022, St Francis

Hall, Ruatorea
•  Mihi/Karakia
•  Previous Minutes
•  Election of Officers
•  Update of Marae

Build
•  General Business

‘Tou rourou,
Taku rourou’

Connie Ferris
(Chairwoman)

OFFICE
ADMINISTRATOR

Our Family Owned
Orchards have a
vacancy for a
Permanent Part-time
Office Administrator,
working a total of 15
hours per week.
We are looking for
someone with
experience in Payroll,
Accounting systems
and Excel. However, a
willingness to learn
some of these skills
would be considered.
You will be responsible
for all aspects of
Administration, which
includes Debtors,
Creditors, GST returns,
Bank Reconciliations
and Payroll.
You will show
initiative, be willing to
take on responsibilities,
be accurate, work well
with a small team and
have a great attitude
towards getting the job
done.
The Office is based
approximately 4kms
from South City
Boundary.
A competitive remun-
eration and flexible
hours are available to
the right person.
Applications will close
on 22 May 2022.
Please send CV and
covering letter to:
Office Administrator

Vacancy Gisborne
Herald Box No 2

GISBORNE BOYS’
HIGH SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE

OFFICER
We are seeking an
Attendance Officer to
join our team. Duties
include running the
Student Attendance
system, responsibility
for enrolments, ensur-
ing student first aid and
medical needs are
supported, an under-
standing of our school
software programmes &
apps.
We are looking for
someone with a positive
attitude, sense of
humour, is flexible,
uses initiative, is
solution focussed, and
is comfortable working
in a team environment,
but also independently.
Our ideal candidate for
this role will have
experience in an
administrative role,
strong interpersonal,
organisational, verbal
and written communi-
cation skills. Excellent
computer skills,
meticulous attention to
detail, and has the
ability to manage
competing demands,
multi-task and thrive in
a busy school environ-
ment.
This position is 8am to
4pm Mon to Fri, term
time only. Extra hours
may be required from
time-to-time.
Full details of this
position along with an
application form can be
obtained by emailing
susany@gisboyshigh.
net
Applications close at
3pm, Wednesday 25th
May 2022.

WHAKAI STATION AHU WHENUA
TRUST – Notice of Annual General
Meeting of Beneficial Owners 2022

Notice is hereby given that the 2022 Annual
General Meeting of Beneficial Owners of
Whakai Station Ahu Whenua Trust to be
held:

Date:             Sunday, 22 May, 2022.

Venue:          This AGM will be facilitated
                     online using Zoom. A link
                     will be provided elec-
                     tronically prior to the hui.

Registration: 11:00am.

Hui Starts:    12:00pm.

The current trust order allows for a
maximum of 7 trustees. There are three
vacancies.

This year two Trustees have resigned and
have not made themselves available for
re-election.

     1. Dan Wood
     2. Rani Stainton
     3. Vacant trustee position

Please request a Whakai Station AGM pack
by email: trustees@whakaistation.org
The AGM Pack will contain Nomination and
Proxy forms, Trust Order other AGM
documentation.

Trustee Nomination forms must be received
24 hours prior to the start of the AGM.
Proxy’s by the enclosed form are required 1
hours prior to the start of the AGM.

AGENDA
    1. Karakia
    2. Mihimihi
    3. Apologies
    4. Introduction of Trustees
    5. Chairpersons report
    6. Financial Report
    7. Proposed changes to the Trust Order
    8. Proxy confirmation
    9. Trustee Nominations and voting
    10. General Business
    11. Confirmation of new Trustees
    12. Karakia 
TRUST ORDER CHANGES – Proposed
Amendments to Clause 7.1 of The Trust
Order – adjusting the account audit
threshold.

For further info please email:
trustees@whakaistation.org

H O U S E 1bdrm
$150pw. 022 068 7947
Mike.

1BDRM flat. Ph 022
671 4190.

P I N K Y Jezabella. I
would love to play with
you. Ph 021 0835 6897.

GISBORNE PARK
GOLF CLUB
Are seeking an

OFFICE
CO-ORDINATOR

8am -1pm,
Friday – Monday
Please email your
Cover Letter and

Resume to
tomreynolds485

@gmail.com
Further details on
Seek and Trademe

Meetings

Meetings

Meetings

Situations

Vacant

Situations

Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations VacantSituations

Vacant

Situations Vacant

Wanted to Buy PROPERTY

To Let or Lease

Wanted to Rent AT YOUR SERVICE

Private Escorts

Classifieds
Phone 

869 0601

Stand Out
Give your advertisement 

a boost with a 

HIGHLIGHTER

Turanga Ngahere, Turanga Tangata

Annual General Meetings

For the Owners and Trustees of the Blocks listed Below
Start Time: 9.30am, Sunday 29 May 2022

Place: Waikanae Surf Club Function Room

Blocks

New Trusts Hauomatuku 3A2A Mangatu No 2. O 
 Manukawhitikitiki 2F1A2 Okahuatiu No 2E

 Tangihanga 1B Tangutuhanui 1B2B

 Whaitiri 1F4 Waihora 2B1B

 Waihora C2 Waihora C1

 Waipaoa No 1E

Existing Trusts Hauomatuku 9B Okahuatiu 1E

 Waipaoa 3B Waipaoa 1A1

Kaupapa
 
 1. Roll Call
 2. Update Ngahere Project
 3. Project Financial Report
 4. Turanga Ngahere General Partner Ltd.
 5. Trustee Amendments - For the following 5 blocks:

 Hauomatuku 3A2A Hauomatuku 9B
 Appoint trustee Remove and replace trustees

 Manukawhitikitiki 2F1A1 Okahuatiu 1E
 Appoint trustee Remove a trustee

 Okahuatiu No 2E
 Remove a trustee

 6. Limited Liability Partnership and Forestry Right Agreements.

 7. General Business

Zoom facilities available.
Email Waimaria Houia Waimaria.Houia@icsolutions.co.nz for link and 
information.
Nau mai haere mai

Pene Brown - Chair

Te Aitanga a Mahaki Trust

RTLB (2 positions)
1MU + 1SDA

Fulltime, Permanent
Start Date: As soon as possible 

(negotiable)

The successful applicant must be an 
experienced NZ registered teacher, have a 
strong commitment to educational success for 
all students, with excellent communication 
skills, a proven track record of quality 
teaching and ability to work collaboratively 
supporting teachers to meet the needs 
of students. The ability to work across 
education sectors will also be an advantage 
e.g. primary–secondary, mainstream–Māori 
medium. RTLB qualification and experience 
is desirable. Full driver’s licence and own 
vehicle is required. The position will be 
based in Gisborne or Wairoa.

Applications close 4pm, Monday 30 May 
2022. Applications with CV should be 
addressed to The Principal, Gisborne Girls’ 
High School, emailed on info@gghs.school.
nz

Jan Kumar
Principal

BUTCHERS 

WANTED
Relocation Costs will be covered

for the right candidate.

Competitive Pay Rates.

Work/Life Balance.

Pak’nSave Mill Street, Hamilton

Send your CV to:
sharleen.sutherland@pns.co.nz

Mana Whenua, Mana Moana, Mana Tangata, Mana Tipuna

Environmental, Cultural, Education, Housing and Whānau 
Oranga

“Kei tūtū, kei poroporo te oranga”
Ngāi Tāmanuhiri prosperity is in our land, our sea and our 
people

We have four exciting roles available to play an integral part in 
achieving key strategic goals of Ngāi Tāmanuhiri. All roles will 
continue to grow the reputation of Ngāi Tāmanuhiri as a credible 
partner, as well as maximising opportunities for the future of our 
registered iwi members.
We are looking for:

    • Manager - Hinenui
    • Executive Assistant to the Kaihautū
    • Senior Finance Officer
    • Office Administrator
Manager - Hinenui:
This new position reports to the Kaihautū and works closely 
with the Business Development and Finance Manager to form 
the leadership team. You will have a strong background in 
Government relationships, proven experience in applying for and 
managing contracts, and proven experience in managing people 
and capability. The role will focus on Environmental, Cultural, 
Education, Housing, and Whānau Oranga. We have ambitious 
plans for our uri and are looking for someone to shape and lead 
this into reality.
Executive Assistant:
The EA reports and works closely with the Kaihautū and supports 
the Board and leadership team. You will be well organised with 
excellent communication and planning skills, and able to liaise 
with staff and our whanau. You will also be the Board secretary 
and manage the needs of the Board, and the sub-committees of 
the Board.
Senior Finance Officer:
Responsible for the day-to-day management of TTPT group 
financial transactions, procedures, and payroll systems to 
ensure efficient financial operations and compliance with policy 
and legislative requirements. You will also contribute to the 
continuous improvement of finance policies, processes, and 
practices to ensure efficient and effective finance operations.
Office Administrator:
Are you a highly motivated individual who presents strong 
leadership skills, service development and networking skills? 
This role is to provide a high standard of administrative support 
to the operations of Tāmanuhiri Tūtū Poroporo Trust, working 
across multiple areas to ensure coordination, compliance with 
policy and efficient operations. This is an entry level position.
For further information including a Job Description please email 
trust@tamanuhiri.iwi.nz 
Applications close Friday 27 May 2022.
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ENTERPRISE MOTOR GROUP
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ROEBUCK RD

KEVIN HOLLIS

OUTLET

CENTRE

Denver Chetty

027 288 3886

*All fi nance contracts are subject to fi nance company approval and responsible lending obligations. The weekly payments are indicative only and are not offered via this ad. Actual payments depend on buyer’s circumstances. Total payments under the fi nance contract are therefore not 
ascertainable. Weekly payments shown are based on a no deposit loan over 5 years and an interest rate range of 7.95%pa to 19.95%pa depending on the borrowers specifi c circumstances. A $375 established fee and $5 month admin fee apply. Interest is fi xed for the loan term. Four year warranty 
available with purchase and incorporates a $100 excess per claim or $300 on diesel/Euro/turbo vehicles (does not apply to taxis, couriers or rentals). All information, prices shown, products or specifi cations are subject to change at any time without prior notice. This offer expires 5pm 25/05/22.

Mike Rice

027 252 8229
Trevor Braybrook

027 475 8747
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NO CLAIM LIMITS AVAILABLE

2008 TOYOTA BLADE

$8237

2.3 litre, auto, 

petrol, tints, 

alloys
WEEKLY

$55

2008 TOYOTA BLADE2008 TOYOTA BLADE

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2007 NISSAN WINGROAD

1.5 litre, 

V6,petrol, 

spacious wagon
WEEKLY

$45

2007 NISSAN WINGROAD

WEEKLYWEEKLY

$9879

$11,990

$29,806

$17,980

$32,740

WEEKLY

$65

WEEKLY

$70

WEEKLY

$175

WEEKLY

$110

WEEKLY

$190

2007 NISSAN SKYLINE

2006 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

2019 NISSAN NV350

2003 HOLDEN RODEO

2016 FORD RANGER XL PX2

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2007 NISSAN SKYLINE

WEEKLYWEEKLY

6 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2003 HOLDEN RODEO

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2016 FORD RANGER XL PX22016 FORD RANGER XL PX2

2.5 itre, auto, 
petrol, sedan, 
nice look

2.4 litre, 4WD, 
auto, 7 seater, 
very popular SUV

2 litre, auto, 
5 seats, low 
51,000kms

3 litre, diesel, 
4WD, canopy, 
auto

3.2 litre, turbo 
diesel, manual, 
canopy, roof racks

FUEL* FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

FUEL*

+ 

ORC

$10,128
WEEKLY

$70

2007 SUZUKI SWIFT

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2007 SUZUKI SWIFT

1.6 litre, petrol, 
sporty hatch, 
auto

+ 

ORC

$9323
WEEKLY

$65

2013 MAZDA DEMIO

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2013 MAZDA DEMIO

1.3 litre, auto, 
great colour, 
handy hatch

+ 

ORC

$8875
WEEKLY

$55

2008 TOYOTA MARK X

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2008 TOYOTA MARK X2008 TOYOTA MARK X

2.4 litre, auto, 
7 seater, 
low kms

+ 

ORC

+ 

ORC

+ 

ORC

$9983
WEEKLY

$65

2007 MAZDA AXELA

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2007 MAZDA AXELA

2 litre, petrol, 
auto, 
sporty hatch

+ 

ORC

+ 

ORC

WEEKLYWEEKLY

2019 NISSAN NV350

$6780



Canterbury JC races at Riccarton  Thursday  Meeting 6  TAB Doubles 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9  Trebles 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 7-8-9  Quaddies 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9  Place6 4-9

1 Riccarton Park Centre 11.17
 $12,000, maiden, 2200m

 1 42242 While You’re There bh (1)  58.5 54  
    K Chowdhoory (a)
 2 s5566 Lincoln Lane  (6)  58.5 50  C Johnson 
 3 s7864 Star Vista h (3)  58.5 50  K Asano (a)
 4 05 Krystalsbar h (2)  58.5 46  B Murray 
 5 75s30 Princess Nala  (5)  56.5 51  T Comignaghi 
 6 84585 Chavela h (4)  56.5 49   (a1)

2 Speight’s 11.47
 $12,000, rating 74 benchmark, 2200m

 1 71772 Vulture Street dbh (9)  59 63  K Williams 
 2 00001 Amazon Goddess  (3)  58 65  A Balloo 
 3 04603 Feelin’ Fancy h (5)  58 65  K Mudhoo 
 4 s0207 Hillersden dmh (1)  58 61  J Laking 
 5 00303 Red Rufus  (6)  57.5 60  C Barnes 
 6 90791 Eulogy Show td (2)  56.5 62  D Turner 
 7 81000 Hey Mickey dm (7)  56.5 58  G Jogoo 
 8 0s040 Jiminy Cricket m (4)  55 55  Brandon May 
 9 06405 Oceans Away dm (8)  55 55  T Newman 

3 Mid Winter Xmas 25 June 12.17
 $12,000, maiden, 1200m

 1 0s04 Archerfield h (11)  58.5 50  A Balloo 
 2 s0209 Mr Hass h (6)  58.5 50  T Newman 
 3 0s070 Jamieson’s Tipple  (10)  58.5 45  
    K Mudhoo 
 4 5823s Meritorious b (4)  56.5 54  L Callaway 
 5 5s3s3 Mia Sorella b (8)  56.5 52  L Allpress 
 6 36560 Annexception  (9)  56.5 50  T Comignaghi 
 7 39390 Deny  (1)  56.5 49  T Moseley 
 8  Catalina Bay h (3)  56.5 47  
    K Chowdhoory (a)
 9 20006 Bluegrass Dixie  (12)  56.5 46  C Johnson 
 10 08s6 Lipa Mala h (2)  56.5 46  K Williams 
 11 8 Andrea  (7)  56.5 45  Ms M Taylor (a4)
 12 089s0 Global Beauty  (5)  56.5 45  Brandon May 

4 Coupland’s Bakeries 12.52
 $12,000, maiden, 1200m

 1 3s332 Commitment b (3)  58.5 54  T Comignaghi 
 2 2 The Number One Son h (2)  58.5 52  
    B Murray 

 3 06894 Easyrider h (6)  58.5 50  K Chowdhoory (a)
 4 37475 The Cats Pyjamas  (7)  58.5 49   (a1)
 5 9s00s Eight Ball h (12)  58.5 48  T Moseley 
 6 58s Highland Fling h (13)  58.5 47  A Balloo 
 7 6 Morrie  (9)  58.5 46  C L Carmine 
 8  Devil In Disguise h (8)  58.5 45  L Allpress 
 9 8 Leo’s Hippo h (11)  58.5 45  K Asano (a)
 10 800s Tawhirimatea  (10)  58.5 45  T Newman 
 11 90s96 Belle De Val  (5)  56.5 45  R Mudhoo 
 12 7s009 Nellie Grey  (4)  56.5 45   
 13 9s00s Pony Express h (1)  56.5 45  L Callaway 

5 Steriline Racing 1.27
 $12,000, rating 74 benchmark, 1200m

 1 s7120 Ihu dm (1)  60 74  J Laking 
 2 0020s Air Max h (5)  59 72  A Balloo 
 3 83441 Virtuoso Lad td (3)  57 68   (a3)
 4 07005 El Bee Darci dmh (6)  56.5 67  T Newman 
 5 85188 He’s The Man dm (2)  56.5 67  C Johnson 
 6 0550s Caitlyn Jay dh (7)  54.5 67  K Asano (a)
 7 66s60 Tennessee Rock d (4)  54 55  R Mudhoo 

6 Winter Fashions Here 13/8 2.00
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1200m

 1 56416 Copy That dh (4)  59 62  K Chowdhoory (a)
 2 139s0 Gladroy dm (7)  59 62  C Johnson 
 3 3010s Belasard h (6)  58.5 61  K Asano (a)
 4 0007s Twin Shot dh (16)  58.5 61   
 5 59367 Usurer  (18)  58.5 61  J Laking 
 6 04351 Aunt Cindy dh (10)  57 62  B Murray 
 7 90781 Fah Sai tdh (13)  57 62  C Barnes 
 8 269s5 Masque mh (11)  57 58   (a1)
 9 32100 Just A Girl dmh (3)  56 60  T Newman 
 10 48670 Make Believe d (9)  56 60  K Mudhoo 
 11 98s24 Russian Fable mh (2)  55.5 59  L Allpress 

 12 20033 Our Rosette dh (1)  55 58  T Comignaghi 
 13 07s54 Ophelia Rose d (5)  54.5 57  R Beeharry 
 14 09s00 Triple Heart  (14)  54.5 57   
EMERGENCIES:
 15 65665 Selfie dh (12)  56 56   
 16 00868 Fame Shines  (8)  56 56  Brandon May 
 17 60s96 Lovebug  (17)  54 55   
 18 66s60 Tennessee Rock d (15)  54 55   

7 Martin Collins New Zealand 2.40
 $12,000, maiden, 1600m

 1 43222 Koputaroa b (14)  58.5 54  G Jogoo 
 2 93 Star Ballot h (1)  58.5 51  
    K Chowdhoory (a)
 3 09s65 Un Agenda  (12)  58.5 47  K Mudhoo 
 4 90s75 Bad Flamingo h (3)  58.5 45  D Turner 
 5 7 The Composer h (9)  58.5 45  
    Ms M Taylor (a4)
 6 28362 Folktale bh (6)  56.5 54  R Mudhoo 
 7 9s452 So Amused b (10)  56.5 52  T Comignaghi 
 8 90003 Champagne Gold h (4)  56.5 51  
    K Asano (a)
 9 s6893 Rulzthenight  (13)  56.5 51  L Allpress 
 10 s4803 Sister Sarah h (7)  56.5 51  BB Hong 
 11 35004 Baby Cheeses h (8)  56.5 50  T Newman 
 12 77030 Prima Donna h (15)  56.5 50  K Williams 
 13 s8357 Tiratore  (2)  56.5 50  C Johnson 
 14 360s0 Drumisle  (11)  56.5 45  L Callaway 
EMERGENCIES:
 15 80s0 Bailador h (16)  58.5 45   
 16 7s009 Nellie Grey  (5)  56.5 45   

8 gavelhouse.com 3.16
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1600m

 1 050s6 Chandler  (12)  59 60  L Callaway 

 2 2s051 Sarayu tdh (11)  58 62  T Moseley 
 3 50751 Vistock  (4)  58 62  K Williams 
 4 700s0 Case Study dh (14)  58 58  D Turner 
 5 08350 El Bee Jack dmh (7)  58 58  C L Carmine 
 6 0s873 Cast In Bronze dmh (10)  57 60  B Murray 
 7 990s2 Lady Modena dh (8)  57 60  R Mudhoo 
 8 22058 Letz’av Bubbles dmh (13)  57 60   (a3)
 9 87948 Tiffen h (1)  57 60  K Chowdhoory (a)
 10 s9505 I’m A Tiger m (5)  57 56  T Comignaghi 
 11 21000 Sweet Lilly dh (3)  56.5 59  S Muniandy 
 12 5s906 Barrett dh (6)  56.5 55  K Asano (a)
 13 650s9 Platinum Petals d (2)  56 58  C Johnson 
 14 s8396 Justabelle m (9)  55.5 57  C Barnes 

9 Racecourse Hotel & Motor Lodge 
3.52
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1400m

 1 2120s Burnvue h (12)  59 63  A Balloo 
 2 61635 Rocastano bh (7)  59 63  K Williams 
 3 8635s Jin Lu dbh (15)  58.5 62  T Moseley 
 4 5100s Dettifoss dmh (4)  58 61  D Turner 
 5 25018 Mr Ghibson mh (1)  58 61  
    Ms M Taylor (a4)
 6 29278 Benny Lincoln d (6)  57.5 60  C Johnson 
 7 27s14 La Cofradia dbh (11)  56.5 62  K Asano (a)
 8 0000s Miss Curious d (14)  56.5 62  K Mudhoo 
 9 32068 Light Up h (8)  56.5 58   (a1)
 10 79009 Megalomaniac dh (13)  56 57  L Allpress 
 11 0320s Santissima h (5)  55 59  T Comignaghi 
 12 3s052 Take A Risk dmh (10)  55 59  T Newman 
 13 900s9 Run For Cover dmh (3)  55 55  C Barnes 
 14 00965 Show Me Champagne h (9)  54.5 58  
    K Chowdhoory (a)
EMERGENCIES:
 15 — Paramount Prince SCRATCHED

 16 0s890 Sentient m (2)  55 55   

Selections
Race 1: WHILE YOU’RE THERE, STAR VISTA, KRYSTALSBAR

Race 2: AMAZON GODDESS, EULOGY SHOW,  

 VULTURE STREET

Race 3: MIA SORELLA, MERITORIOUS, BLUEGRASS DIXIE

Race 4: THE NUMBER ONE SON, COMMITMENT,  

 DEVIL IN DISGUISE

Race 5: VIRTUOSO LAD, CAITLYN JAY, IHU

Race 6: AUNT CINDY, FAH SAI, MASQUE

Race 7: KOPUTAROA, STAR BALLOT, FOLKTALE

Race 8: SARAYU, VISTOCK, LADY MODENA

Race 9: BURNVUE, TAKE A RISK, LA COFRADIA

 Legend: T – Won at track. C – Won at this distance on this course. D – Won at this distance on another course. M – Won in slow or heavy going. B – Beaten favourite at last start. H – Trained on track. N – Won at  
 night. S – Spell of three months. F – Fell. P – Pulled up. L – Lost rider. TV – Featured on Trackside TV. 

Waikato GRC greys at Cambridge  Thursday  Meeting 3  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 8-9-10  Q. 2-3-4-5, 7-8-9-10  PL6 5-10

1 Waikato Greys on Facebook 12.07

 $2000, C0, 375m

 1 52 Cut And Dry nwtd T & L Craik

 2 8887 Flame Able Fox nwtd Howard Scott

 3  Vacant Box Three - n & a

 4 22s53 Isambard nwtd Peter Ferguson
 5 475 Sweet Mix nwtd Sean Codlin
 6  Vacant Box Six - n & a
 7 76554 Smash Vision nwtd P M Heterick
 8 344 Portland Sailor nwtd T & L Craik

2 Farmlands Coprice Sprint 12.27
 $2100, C1, 375m

 1 28s42 Lagoon Taupy nwtd R & N O’Regan
 2 67443 Opawa Meg 21.60 Corey Steele
 3 36463 Ramblin’ Kane 21.69 W & T Steele
 4 6512 Grace Foot 21.72 Justin Foot
 5 44224 Ruby Express 21.45 Marsha Black
 6 82128 Claws In Rocky nwtd Sean Codlin
 7 77324 Dubstep 21.67 Udy & Cottam
 8 14715 Portland Opal 21.47 T & L Craik
EMERGENCY:
 9 65774 Waiterimu Ripper 21.28 R & L Udy

3 Happy B'day S Cockburn 12.44
 $2200, C1/2, 375m

 1 42468 Thrilling Esther 21.19 Sean Codlin
 2 51346 Homebush Luther 21.44 M J McPhee
 3 62544 Boot Camp Tiara 21.56 R & L Udy
 4 62375 In The Clinch 21.31 R & N O’Regan
 5 16385 Go Tina nwtd Corey Steele
 6 38253 Opawa Trump nwtd Marsha Black
 7 58268 Bailey And Cream nwtd R & L Udy

 8 37443 Opawa Rhino 21.68 Corey Steele
EMERGENCY:
 9 65774 Waiterimu Ripper 21.28 R & L Udy

4 Mayhounds Rehoming 1.02
 $2700, C3/4, 375m

 1 31484 Rocked It 21.14 W & T Steele
 2 63733 Zipping Lockett 21.30 Glennis Farrell
 3 87636 Romantic Dancer nwtd Peter Ferguson
 4 15464 Loyal Redeemer nwtd Thayne Green
 5  Vacant Box Five - n & a
 6 45157 Opawa Lucy nwtd Corey Steele
 7 14662 Opawa Boys Paid 20.98 Corey Steele
 8 24682 Opawa Luke 21.26 Corey Steele

5 Virkon’s Disinfectant R/O 1.19
 $2200, C1, 375m

 1 45784 Vegas Chops nwtd Raewyn McPhee
 2 38877 Chinese Byrns 21.67 Howard Scott
 3 48887 Blitzing Star nwtd R & L Udy
 4 56487 Al’s Witch nwtd R & L Udy
 5 57548 Hardcore Brute 21.50 Marsha Black
 6 66767 Smash Zone 21.69 R & L Udy
 7 42788 Hillbilly Brewed 21.44 Howard Scott
 8 6867s Big Time Tasty nwtd R & N O’Regan
EMERGENCIES:
 9 65774 Waiterimu Ripper 21.28 R & L Udy
 10 37443 Opawa Rhino 21.68 Corey Steele

6 Agrc Tivoli Tom Distance 1.36
 $6200, C2, distance, 650m

 1 45642 Boring 38.20 W & T Steele
 2 32223 Shanmaria 37.88 Arch Lawrence
 3  Vacant Box Three - n & a
 4 34353 Little Teegs 37.85 Arch Lawrence
 5 78336 Shelly Pom nwtd Sean Codlin
 6  Vacant Box Six - n & a
 7 11143 Portia 37.22 Arch Lawrence
 8 25545 Shayanna 38.39 Arch Lawrence

7 Affordable Pet Accessories 1.53
 $2200, C2, 375m

 1 13111 Portland Jake 21.57 T & L Craik
 2 44353 Smokin’ Chimney 21.36 Marsha Black
 3 21131 Fill’s Folly 21.25 Phil Green
 4 27737 Ramblin’ Hardy 21.23 W & T Steele
 5 25166 Big Time Storm 21.30 Robert Roper
 6 37174 Apollo Tom 21.84 L M Laing
 7 11342 Romantic Belle 21.00 Peter Ferguson
 8 31878 Opawa Nigel 21.48 W & T Steele

8 Garrards Horse & Hound 2.11
 $2400, C3, 375m

 1 77533 Opawa Solomon 21.21 W & T Steele
 2 53372 Shonky Sticker nwtd W & T Steele
 3 21163 Opawa Rowan 21.38 T & L Craik

 4 72624 Just Nia 21.66 Marsha Black
 5 12178 Isn’t She Bliss 21.37 Peter Henley
 6 82127 Battle Cruiser 21.40 R & N O’Regan
 7 21658 Zipping Panther 21.44 Glennis Farrell
 8 3157F Kea Viking 21.24 W & T Steele

9 Mike Stent Decorators Ltd 2.29
 $4000, C2/3, 457m

 1 34832 Angelica 25.73 Arch Lawrence
 2 16726 Chase Me Down 25.64 Peter Ferguson
 3  Vacant Box Three - n & a
 4 57346 Serbian Ace 25.70 T & L Craik
 5 37633 Great Work 25.88 Udy & Cottam
 6  Vacant Box Six - n & a
 7 34661 Thrilling Watson 25.47 Sean Codlin
 8 61567 Brickman nwtd Sam Lozell

10 Vetora Cambridge Sprint 2.49
 $3600, C5, 375m

 1 83424 Tuff Admiral 20.99 Udy & Cottam
 2 37537 Wheelhouse 21.01 Sam Lozell
 3 15435 Zipping Aubry 21.27 Glennis Farrell
 4 36121 Zipping Derek 21.15 Glennis Farrell
 5  Vacant Box Five - n & a
 6 31323 Golden Fern 21.33 Thayne Green
 7 44125 Calf King 20.83 Phil Green
 8 14278 Nevada Phil nwtd W & T Steele

Selections
Race 1: CUT AND DRY, SMASH VISION, ISAMBARD

Race 2: GRACE FOOT, LAGOON TAUPY, OPAWA MEG

Race 3: OPAWA RHINO, IN THE CLINCH, GO TINA

Race 4: OPAWA BOYS PAID, OPAWA LUKE, ROCKED IT

Race 5: VEGAS CHOPS, HARDCORE BRUTE, SMASH ZONE

Race 6: BORING, PORTIA, LITTLE TEEGS

Race 7: PORTLAND JAKE, ROMANTIC BELLE, FILL’S FOLLY

Race 8: SHONKY STICKER, OPAWA ROWAN,  

 OPAWA SOLOMON

Race 9: ANGELICA, GREAT WORK, THRILLING WATSON

Race 10: ZIPPING DEREK, GOLDEN FERN, TUFF ADMIRAL

Christchurch greys at Addington  Thursday  Meeting 9  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 7-8-9, 10-11-12  Q. 2-3-4-5, 9-10-11-12  PL6 7-12

1 The Fitz 2 Sports Bar 4.26
 $2200, C1/2, 295m

 1 34837 Homebush Cardi 17.42 John McInerney
 2 88856 Princely Cash 17.29 John McInerney
 3 55366 Elsa Blueblood 17.50 John McInerney
 4 37488 Homebush Fanta 17.15 John McInerney
 5 65174 Homebush Vassy 17.65 John McInerney
 6 78187 Homebush Dream 17.31 John McInerney
 7 32551 Ezra Blueblood 17.19 John McInerney
 8 17277 Homebush Jennia 17.57 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 74838 Homebush Poppy 17.45 John McInerney
 10 86677 Whitman 17.67 John McInerney

2 kiwikiwihounds.co.nz 4.44
 $2700, C4, 295m

 1 25481 Goldstar Whitsy 17.36 Riley Evans
 2 83832 Taieri Finn 17.37 Ray Casey
 3 41533 Goldstar Flora 17.10 Riley Evans
 4 41242 It’s Better 17.01 J & D Fahey
 5 83821 Amuri Rock 17.25 John McInerney
 6 71856 Little Kid 17.21 Janine McCook
 7 54118 Money Bags 17.19 John McInerney
 8 155s6 Know Baby 17.27 Garry Cleeve
EMERGENCY:
 9 17187 Smash Jagger 17.24 Malcolm Grant

3 Suck It Up Ltd Dash 5.07
 $2100, C1, 295m

 1 52417 Homebush Enbeck 17.70 John McInerney
 2 17676 Homebush Jewel 17.47 John McInerney
 3 57621 Sideline Sally 17.18 John McInerney
 4 43688 Homebush Brash nwtd John McInerney
 5 28436 Starr Blueblood 17.23 John McInerney
 6 34675 Homebush Leah 17.42 John McInerney
 7 41877 Homebush Ariana 17.21 John McInerney
 8 34742 Homebush Crystal 17.35 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 74838 Homebush Poppy 17.45 John McInerney
 10 86677 Whitman 17.67 John McInerney

4 christchurchgreyhounds.co.nz 5.24
 $2400, C3, 295m

 1 11616 Homebush Grimmen 17.36 John McInerney
 2 26311 Reddy Moth 17.21 Anthony Hart
 3 12852 Denarau Delight 17.32 Malcolm Grant
 4 73188 Fly High Buddy 17.37 Lisa Waretini
 5 51511 Epic Rooster 17.19 Janine McCook
 6 62652 Souffle Sue 17.19 John McInerney
 7 15148 Zola Black 17.41 Mitchell & Smith
 8 11573 Miss June 17.33 John McInerney

EMERGENCIES:
 9 88274 Bees Are Buzzing 17.28 Janine McCook
 10 47384 Horse Range Gold 17.38 Malcolm Grant

5 Thursday Place Pick Sprint 5.43
 $2400, C3, 295m

 1 55646 Homebush Stasser 17.23 John McInerney
 2 21475 Tiggerlong Demon 17.22 Daniel Roberts
 3 33746 Young Mase 17.33 Janine McCook
 4 12342 Alhambra 17.12 Jason Dunn
 5 68223 Culvie Bun 17.34 Anthony Hart
 6 45661 Suck It Up 17.34 Anthony Hart
 7 62325 Impressive Sonic 17.36 John McInerney
 8 51382 Free For All 17.44 Malcolm Grant
EMERGENCIES:
 9 88274 Bees Are Buzzing 17.28 Janine McCook
 10 47384 Horse Range Gold 17.38 Malcolm Grant

6 Springston Hotel Stakes 6.10
 $4700, C3/4, 520m

 1 31275 Goldstar Charm 30.60 Riley Evans
 2 13412 Naya Bale 29.85 Craig Roberts
 3 17622 Opawa Gina 29.76 J & D Fahey
 4 s2618 Minter Rise 30.47 Janine McCook
 5 14878 Palesa Bale 30.00 Craig Roberts
 6 24341 Goldstar Yankee 30.22 Riley Evans
 7 61674 Opawa Anita 30.22 J & D Fahey
 8 52253 Fairly Able 30.12 J & D Fahey
EMERGENCIES:
 9 11321 Melville Bale 30.02 Craig Roberts
 10 26243 Peponi Bale nwtd Craig Roberts

7 Kolorful Kanvas Dash 6.27
 $2400, C3, 295m

 1 32436 Smash Shadow 17.28 Malcolm Grant
 2 73127 Goldstar Brynley 17.18 Riley Evans
 3 13236 Miss Madrid 17.27 John McInerney
 4 87412 Rowdy’s Message 17.33 Janine McCook

 5 71127 Homebush Jessie 17.37 John McInerney
 6 83443 Rebel Boom 17.29 Daniel Roberts
 7 75454 Tweet About It 17.25 Anthony Hart
 8 86335 Sam And Si 17.23 John McInerney
EMERGENCIES:
 9 88274 Bees Are Buzzing 17.28 Janine McCook
 10 47384 Horse Range Gold 17.38 Malcolm Grant

8 Active Electrical Christchurch 6.49
 $2700, C4, 295m

 1 62725 Homebush Glitch 17.15 John McInerney
 2 71366 Know Ratio 17.14 Garry Cleeve
 3 41652 Goldstar Wynter 17.20 Riley Evans
 4 76254 Goldstar Larson 17.22 Riley Evans
 5 33134 Goldstar Tookie 17.21 Riley Evans
 6 31547 Mitcham Magic 17.03 John McInerney
 7 13324 Onesie 17.10 Lisa Waretini
 8 35251 Taieri Taylee 16.86 Ray Casey
EMERGENCY:
 9 17187 Smash Jagger 17.24 Malcolm Grant

9 Bolty @ Stud Stakes 7.05
 $5500, C5, 520m

 1 71344 Bahati Bale 30.03 Craig Roberts
 2 34156 Goldstar Nolan 30.83 Riley Evans
 3 44512 Money Spinner 29.93 Craig Roberts
 4 43722 Dembe 30.09 J & D Fahey
 5 14173 Epic Cruze 30.19 Janine McCook
 6 55147 Opawa Chrissy 30.02 J & D Fahey
 7 21614 Opawa Wayne 29.80 J & D Fahey
 8 42561 Carlos Jewel 29.96 Craig Roberts
EMERGENCY:
 9 16186 Diamond Warrior 30.04 Malcolm Grant

10 Dave Robbie Photographer 7.24
 $3600, C5, 295m

 1 51337 Homebush Chloe 17.15 John McInerney
 2 41871 Alternate Shot 17.04 Anthony Hart

 3 61312 Homebush Sirius 16.91 John McInerney

 4 42116 Rosehip 17.22 Anthony Hart

 5 12248 Amuri Fury 17.08 John McInerney

 6 54365 Goldstar Ange 17.22 Riley Evans

 7 61442 Smash Ready 17.21 Malcolm Grant

 8 11621 Sadiki Bale 17.01 Craig Roberts

EMERGENCIES:

 9 41558 Opawa Pip 17.34 Lisa Waretini

 10 26828 Goldstar Gigi 17.05 Riley Evans

11 Racing Again 20 May  7.42
 $3600, C5, 295m

 1 22116 Amuri Andy 17.18 John McInerney

 2 26162 Simon The Pieman 17.20 Alison Lee

 3 82423 Homebush Archie 17.27 John McInerney

 4 23433 Goldstar Portia 17.05 Riley Evans

 5 3F341 Made The Cut 17.11 Anthony Hart

 6 54217 Diamond Harmony 17.10 Malcolm Grant

 7 51173 Hilton Headache 17.20 Bruce Dann

 8 17226 Mustang Megan 17.16 Anthony Hart

EMERGENCIES:

 9 41558 Opawa Pip 17.34 Lisa Waretini

 10 18377 Pitch Mark 17.05 Anthony Hart

12 Rose & Thistle Sprint 7.58
 $2700, C4, 295m

 1 52418 Lonely Toni 17.41 John McInerney

 2 41214 Homebush Monkey 17.23 John McInerney

 3 16882 Romeo 17.19 John McInerney

 4 14148 Know Smokey 17.18 Garry Cleeve

 5 42111 Anna Jem 17.22 Anthony Hart

 6 88347 Goldstar Harper 17.31 Riley Evans

 7 38317 Ginger Shaw 17.25 Janine McCook

 8 D2117 Goldstar Warrior 17.27 Riley Evans

EMERGENCY:

 9 17187 Smash Jagger 17.24 Malcolm Grant

Selections
Race 1: HOMEBUSH VASSY, EZRA BLUEBLOOD,  

 HOMEBUSH POPPY

Race 2: IT’S BETTER, TAIERI FINN, GOLDSTAR FLORA

Race 3: SIDELINE SALLY, HOMEBUSH CRYSTAL,  

 HOMEBUSH ENBECK

Race 4: EPIC ROOSTER, REDDY MOTH, DENARAU DELIGHT

Race 5: ALHAMBRA, HOMEBUSH STASSER, CULVIE BUN

Race 6: NAYA BALE, OPAWA GINA, FAIRLY ABLE

Race 7: GOLDSTAR BRYNLEY, SMASH SHADOW,  

 TWEET ABOUT IT

Race 8: ONESIE, GOLDSTAR TOOKIE, HOMEBUSH GLITCH

Race 9: OPAWA WAYNE, BAHATI BALE, DEMBE

Race 10: SADIKI BALE, HOMEBUSH SIRIUS, ALTERNATE SHOT

Race 11: MADE THE CUT, AMURI ANDY, GOLDSTAR PORTIA

Race 12: ANNA JEM, ROMEO, GOLDSTAR WARRIOR

TAURANGA — Tauranga horseman Jim 
Pender has ventured further north with his 
charge Gospodin as he looks to add further 
Australian dollars to the bank account. 

The son of Proisir has proved adept in 
rain-affected conditions and after impressing 
when second at his first Australian start in 
the Listed Takeover Target Stakes (1200m) 
at Gosford, Gospodin is now in Queensland 
where he will contest Saturday’s Gr.3 BRC 
Sprint (1350m) at Doomben, where the 
track is currently a Heavy 10. 

“He has been a happy horse from the 
day he arrived and he raced accordingly at 

Gosford,” Pender said.
“I was over the moon with the run. He is 

probably not as bouncy as he was. He was 
on the fresher side going into that race but I 
am very pleased with him.”

Gospodin emerged as a very good wet-
weather sprinter last winter, winning six 
races in a row between early June and early 
October.  
 
Cup doubt for Asterix 

The chances of seeing Gr.1 New Zealand 
Derby (2400m) winner Asterix on the track 

this spring are slim according to co-trainer 
Lance O’Sullivan. 

The son of Tavistock was an impressive 
winner of the blue riband event back in 
March off an unconventional preparation of 
just four starts for O’Sullivan and training 
partner Andrew Scott. 

Part-owner Sam Kelt immediately 
flagged the Gr.1 Melbourne Cup (3200m) 
as a spring target for smart staying three-
year-old, who has stamina in his pedigree, 
however, ongoing foot issues could thwart 
that plan. 

“We have been plagued with problems 

with his feet all along, even prior to the 
Derby and we are still struggling with it,” 
O’Sullivan said. 

“He has been out and had a spell and 
been brought back into the yard but there 
may have to be further remedial work done 
on his feet.

“At this stage a spring campaign in 
Melbourne is looking highly unlikely, which 
is a little bit disappointing. 

“But he will keep. He is only a young 
horse that is three, rising four, and we are 
probably now looking more towards an 
autumn campaign.” — NZ Racing Desk

Gospodin in search of Stradbroke berth
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EQUESTRIAN

GISBORNE district 
riders have made the most 
of a disjointed 2021-22 
showjumping and show 
hunter season.

Although the season was 
disrupted by cancellations 
and postponements, riders 
travelled around the country 
picking up numerous 
accolades on the way.

Larina Dolman and Kiwi 
Lansing again won the 
Harrison Lane Pro Amateur 
Series.

Dolman has won this 
competition  three times 
in a row. She was so far in 
front of the rest of the field 
she didn’t need to start at 
the series final show in 
Masterton.

Ever-consistent Merran 
Hain and Untouchable 
won the Thoroughbreds in 
Equestrian Sports Show 
Hunter Series, an award 

they have won at least four 
times.

Merran and Untouchable 
were also second in the 
NRM Open High Points 
Series and third in the 
Carousel Equestrian 
Amateur Show Hunter 
Series.

Molly McEwan and 
Buffalo Man finished the 
season with a fifth placing 
in the Hokonui Sport Horses 
Category A Pony High 
Points Series.

The local show hunter 
and show jumping series 
were again well supported, 
and riders and event 
organisers are grateful for 
the sponsorship of local 
businesses, which allow 
these series to take place.

 In the McCannics-
sponsored showjumping 
series, both the horses and 
ponies were close when the 
points were tallied.

Larina Dolman and Kiwi 

Lansing won the horse 
series, on points countback 
from Holly Baines and Halo.

In the ponies, Isobel 
Bevitt and Fire Bandit were 
the winners, with Georgie 
Coop and Little Macintosh 
in second place.

In the EJ Gordon 
Livestock Show Hunter 
Series, Molly McEwan and 
Buffalo Man were first in 
the ponies, and Shelley 
Watts and Craighaven 
French Made were the 
winners in the horses.

Claudia Porter and 
Tamara were winners on 
the Little Patches Low 
Hunter Series, which is 
sponsored by the Harris 
Family.

Results from the 
Glistening Waters Series 
Final Show —

Merran Hain and 
Untouchable: 1st open 
horse show hunter 1.10m, 

1st open horse 90cm, 2nd 
amateur high points, 2nd 
open horse show hunter 
1.00m, 2nd horse high 
points 1.10m.

Molly McEwan and 
Buffalo Man: 5th Category 
A welcome hunter 60cm, 
5th Category A 70cm 
championship show hunter, 
5th Category A high points 
70cm, 5th Category A handy 
hunter

Molly McEwan and 
Galaxy Fire Fly: 2nd 
Category B welcome hunter 
70cm, 5th Category B open 
show hunter 80cm.

Ella Rouse and Well 
Done Daisy: 3rd Category 
C welcome hunter 80cm, 
3rd Category C open show 
hunter 80cm.

Sam Brooks and The 
Tontonator: 1st 90cm 
showjumping, 2nd 90cm 
showjumping, 4th 95cm 
showjumping, 4th Category 
C show hunter 90cm.

Numerous accolades for local 
riders despite Covid disruptions

Coll into last 
eight at worlds
SQUASH

World No.1 Paul Coll won his way into 
the men’s quarterfinals of the world squash 
championships with an 11-5, 11-0, 11-6 victory over 
Egypt’s Mazen Hesham.

New Zealander Coll dominated the 38-minute 
match on the outdoor court. 

His march to victory was halted briefly in the 
third game while he got a cut on his knee seen 
to by the physio, but the 2019-20 PSA World 
Championship runner-up soon closed out the win 
in straight games to set up a quarterfinal fixture 
against either Tarek Momen — who won that world 
championship final — or Welshman Joel Makin.

“I’m very happy to get off in three,” Coll said. 
“Mazen can make you do an unbelievable amount 
of work and some big lunges, and it can be really 
damaging on your body. 

“But I managed to close it down today, I felt like 
I was seeing it better and it’s nice to get on this 
court, it’s a very true court and very nice to play on, 
so I’m happy.

New Zealander and fifth-ranked Joelle King was 
beaten in a third-round encounter by 15th-ranked 
Egyptian Nada Abbas 7-11, 13-15, 11-8, 6-11 in 58 
minutes. King suffered an injury in the early stages 
of the match but battled back before the younger 
player, buoyed on by a home crowd, came through. 

 — radio NZ 
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 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Dario Franchitti, 49; Polly Walker, 56; Grace Jones, 74; Pete Townshend, 77.

Happy Birthday:
Gravitate toward a positive lifestyle change. Rid yourself of stress and 
negativity and surround yourself with people who prop you up rather than 
bring you down. High energy, discipline and an open mind will encourage you 
to live in the moment and take advantage of new opportunities. Don't limit 
what you can do; follow your heart and do what's best for you. Your numbers 
are 5, 13, 19, 22, 28, 34, 46.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Don't count on others to care for your interests. Find out what's trending and 
act accordingly. If you follow your heart and pursue what excites you, you 
stand to gain. Don't hesitate to put in long hours to get what you want. 2 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Keep your plans to yourself until you have everything in place. Protect against 
health risks, large crowds and injury. Don't take on too much when focusing 
on what's important will lead to better results. Handle an emotional situation 
promptly. 5 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Listen to common sense. Buying into a product that promises the impossible 
won't pay off. Take the natural route and choose to work out, eat properly and 
get enough rest. You will feel revitalized and ready to conquer the world. 3 
stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Take better care of yourself and your reputation and position. Leave nothing 
to chance, and don't take on what you cannot finish. Go over details and offer 
a precise assessment of a situation. Don't get involved in anything you cannot 
control. 3 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Be open to informative suggestions and talks that spark your imagination. A 
unique approach to learning or pursuing something new will lead to an exciting 
connection. Put on a show if it will help drum up support. 3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Take a deep look into your psyche and adjust your lifestyle to maintain 
emotional stability. Taking care of matters that can influence the outcome of 
something you want will ensure that things go your way and put your mind at 
ease. 5 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Refuse to let a problem spin out of control. Look at every angle and adjust to 
fit whatever circumstance you face. Handling others with diplomacy will help 
you reach your objective without causing a disruption. Share your intentions 
with someone you love. 2 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Start discussions, and you will bring about worthwhile change. Explaining how 
you feel and what you expect will encourage others to see things your way. 
A unique proposal will entice you and prompt a partnership with someone 
equally gifted. 4 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Handle delicate situations with care. Take a back seat and observe what 
others do or say. Put more emphasis on personal gain, physical fitness and 
making your surroundings more conducive to relaxing and enjoying life. 
Romance is encouraged. 3 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Let your passion show. Give your all and do your best, but don't risk your 
health or emotional well-being. Keep busy and stay focused on what's 
important to you. A domestic change will add comfort but shouldn't put you in 
debt. 3 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Restlessness can push you in the wrong direction. Take a moment to rethink 
your strategy and study the consequences and regrets that go along with poor 
decisions. Get expert advice before you take on something new. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Refuse to let anyone limit you. Use intelligence to outmaneuver anyone 
standing between you and what you want. Take pleasure in helping others and 
following through with your plans. Live up to your promises, and do whatever 
works best for you. 4 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are reserved, private and meticulous. You are curious and possessive.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD No.11,594

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Container (10)

 7. Ailing (5)

 8. Disappoint (3,4)

 10. Water (8)

 11. Space (4)

 13. Declare (6)

 15. Alight (6)

 17. Persia (4)

 18. Stuff (8)

 21. Stung (7)

 22. Glorify (5)

 23. Forerunner (10)

 1. Allude (5)

 2. Class (8)

 3. Courteous (6)

 4. Against (4)

 5. Prospect (7)

 6. Rejoicing (10)

 9. Uncountable (10)

 12. Look like (8)

 14. Austere (7)

 16. Treat (6)

 19. Motionless (5)

 20. Run away (4)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK

Across: 6 Shudder; 7 Belie; 
9  I m p ;  1 0  I m m o d e s t y ; 
12 Personality; 15 Premonition; 
17 Sacrilege; 19 Box; 21 Chase; 
22 Rostrum.  Down: 1 Chime; 
2 Odd; 3 Beam; 4 Rebellion; 
5  D i c t a t e ;  8  B o n n e t ; 
11  Mesmer ise ;  13  Sen i le ; 
14 Breathe; 16 Vogue; 18 Glow; 
20 Sty.
CRYPTIC

Across: 6 Implied; 7 Pound; 
9 One; 10 Proceeded; 12 Well 
con ten t ;  15  P r i va te  sa le ; 
17 Recovered; 19 Ken; 21 Fleet; 
22 Manages.  Down: 1 Amend; 
2 Alb;  3 Bear;  4 Forestal l ; 
5 Inferno; 8 Actors; 11 Leave 
over; 13 Litter; 14 Orderly; 
16 Seven; 18 Edam; 20 Saw.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 11,593
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1. To express things 
differently could appear 
rash (10)

 7. Sounds like a viva voce 
concerned with the 
hearing (5)

 8. Delay the convict after 
prison sentence (4,3)

 10. The seaside's badly 
affected by medical 
problems (8)

 11. One hears this is 
destined to be a 
celebration (4)

 13. Patch up a stone (6)
 15. Makes a pledge as drinks 

go round (6)
 17. Left disembarkation 

point (4)
 18. Fellows who correspond 

with hire purchase 
traders (8)

 21. A reverse to cost quite an 
amount of money (7)

 22. Vegetable's heartbeat (5)
 23. Enter the church and 

behave obediently (4,6)

 1. Capital falls short of what 
is required for 
ecclesiastical district (5)

 2. Trustworthy Liberal 
arrangement before the 
start of the election (8)

 3. Man at the wheel to 
behave in a desultory 
manner (6)

 4. This is inclined to be a 
swindle (4)

 5. They ask a price for the 
wine stores, we hear (7)

 6. The country's headlands 
painted by Constable (10)

 9. Joy accompanies the 
vocalist (4,6)

 12. Everything up in the 
grove to fall to earth (8)

 14. Redcap I batter 
dreadfully (7)

 16. He handles money for 
the card game (6)

 19. Textile machines for 
making slippers (5)

 20. This may be barred for all 
the spectators (4)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOLUTION IN NEXT PUBLICATION.



Football
CENTRAL Federation League, SATURDAY, 

2.30pm: Chlilders Road Reserve 1, ALH Gisborne 
Thistle v Levin.

Pacific Premiership, SATURDAY, 12.30pm: 
CRR 1, ALH Thistle Reserves v Havelock North 
Wanderers Premiers.

Eastern League 1, SATURDAY, 2.30pm: Wainui, 
1st Class Decorators Wainui Sharks v Heavy 
Equipment Services Gisborne United Firsts.

Eastern League 2, SATURDAY, 12.30pm: Harry 
Barker Reserve 2, HES United Thirds v Thistle 
Vintage.

Women’s Eastern League, SUNDAY, 10.30am: 
Rectory, Gisborne Girls’ High School v Tatapouri 
Marist Thistle; HBR 1, Campion College v HES 
United; Nelson Park 1, Bohemians v Gisborne 
Laundry Services Wainui Riverina.

Junior football, SATURDAY
First Kicks 4v4 —
8.15am: Watson Park 8, Makaraka Marvels 

v Kaiti Horouta; WP 12, Makaraka Magic v Kaiti 
Takitimu; WP 1, Makauri Dynamos v Sonrise 
Wildcats; WP 2, Makauri Dragons v Mangapapa 
Mist; WP 3, Manutuke Tahi v Mangapapa Floods; 
WP 4, Manutuke Rua v Mangapapa Storm; WP 5, Te 
Wharau Kiwi v Mangapapa Twisters; WP 6, St Mary’s 
Stars v Bayleys Ngatapa Turtles; WP 11, Awapuni 
Green v Wainui Dinosaurs; WP 7, Wainui Dolphins v 
Central Smashers; WP 9, Wainui Dodgers v Wainui 
Drifters.

Bye: Awapuni Yellow.
9am: WP 3, Te Hapara Kea v Ngatapa Raptors; 

WP 4, Ormond Young Guns v Central Ninjas.
9.45am: WP 7, Mangapapa Whirlwinds v 

Mangapapa Tornadoes; WP 9, Te Hapara Kiwi v 
Ngatapa Fantails; WP 5, Te Wharau Weta v Central 
Strykers.

Fun Football 5v5 —
9am: WP 10, Wainui Cyclones v Central Warriors; 

WP 11, Wainui Crusaders v Central Defenders; 
WP 12, Wainui Cobras v Kaiti Maia; WP 5, Ormond 
Soccer Rockets v Awapuni Red; WP 6, Te Hapara 
Whio v Awapuni Blue; WP 7, St Mary’s Comets 
v Wainui Cheetahs; WP 8, St Mary’s Firebirds v 
Ngatapa Falcons; WP 1, Makauri Chiefs v Ngatapa 
Kiwis; WP 2, Makauri Cougars v Makaraka United.

9.45am: WP 1, Wainui Colts v Sonrise Eagles; 
WP 2, Manutuke Toru v Mangapapa Thunder; WP 
3, Manutuke Wha v Mangapapa Landslides; WP 4, 
Te Wharau Toa v Central Tigers; WP 6, Te Wharau 
Taniwha v Awapuni Purple; WP 8, Mangapapa 
Sizzlers v Mangapapa Quakes.

Bye: Awapuni Leopards.
Mini Football 7v7 —
8.15am: WP 13, Ngatapa Hurricanes v Makauri 

Bears; WP 14, Awapuni Jaguars v Kaiti Paoa; WP 
15, Makaraka Rangers v Kaiti Kiwa; WP 17, Ormond 

Sharks v Makauri Braves; WP 16, Wainui Bullets v St 
Mary’s Angels.

9.15am: WP 17, Central Athletic v Mangapapa 
Hail; WP 13, Central Crushers v Wainui Bears; WP 
14, Central Seekers v Wainui Bluebelles; WP 15, 
Te Wharau Kea v St Mary’s Asteroids; WP 16, Te 
Wharau Kereru v Te Hapara Takahe.

10.15am: WP 15, Ngatapa Wolves v Mangapapa 
Lightning; WP 13, Wainui Broncos v Awapuni 
Bobcats; WP 14, Wainui Blitz v Awapuni Wildcats.

Bye: Wainui Breakers.
Mini Football 9v9 Development —
8.15am: WP 20, Wainui Avengers v Wainui Aces; 

WP 21, Te Wharau Rangatira v Central Stags.
9.15am: WP 20, Puhi Kaiti v Wainui All Stars; 

WP 21, Central Chiefs v Ormond All Stars; WP 
19, Awapuni Panthers v Sonrise Sharks; WP 18, 
Ngatapa Rebels v Te Hapara Toroa.

10.15am: WP 20, Te Wharau Tuakana v Central 
Braves; WP 18, Manutuke v St Mary’s Terminators; 
WP 19, Kaiti Rangatira v Mangapapa Blizzards; WP 
21, Makaraka Phoenix v St Mary’s Sweepers.

Mini Football 9v9 Experienced —
8.15am: WP 19, Mangapapa Hurricanes v St 

Mary’s Strikers; WP 18, Makauri Marauders v Central 
Gold.

Bye: Wainui Thunder.
Gisborne Super League
Intermediate —
8.30am: NP 6, Martins Party Hire Hotspurs v 

Coastal Radiology Rangers; NP 5, Fence Gisborne 
City v Gisborne Pro Roofing Rovers.

9.45am: NP 4, Pit Stop Phoenix v Baty AirCon 
Athletic; NP 5, Passion Posies United v Pultron 
Wanderers; NP 6, Trimble Forestry Town v LOST 
Surfboards Albion. 

College —
8.30am: NP 1, Chrisp & Davidson Wanderers v 

Columbus Café Corinthians; NP 4, Mitre 10 Athletic 
v Glenns Glass Dons; NP 2, Dynamic Rehab 
Academicals v Emerre & Hathaway Town.

9.45am: NP 1, Morley Design Thistle v Botanical 
Beauty Hotspurs.

Rugby
THE draw for local rugby at the weekend is —
Civil Project Solutions Senior Club Rugby, 

SATURDAY —
Premier grade, 2.45pm: Barry Park 1, East Coast 

Farm Vets YMP v Waikohu; Oval 2, High School Old 
Boys v Larsawn Ngatapa; Oval 1, Pirates v OBM.

Senior One, 12.45pm: Oval 1, Pirates v Charteris 
Choppers Wairoa Athletic; Patutahi 1, Ngatapa 
Harvest/Matawhero v Nuhaka.

1.30pm: BP 2, YMP v Tapuae.

Bayleys Junior Club Rugby, SATURDAY —
Under 6, 9am: Waikirikiri 3, OBM  v YMP 

Manutuke; WKK 4, Ngatapa Eastland Vets Sharks 
v Horouta; Uawa 1c, Pango Productions Uawa v 

Ngatapa EV White; Oval 1A, HSOB Blue v Waikohu; 
Oval 1B, HSOB White v YMP Toa; Oval 2A , HSOB 
Bears v Pirates.

Bye: Ngatapa EV Green.
Under 7, 9am: WKK 5, OBM v Ngatapa EV Stags; 

Uawa 1B, PP Uawa v YMP.
10.30am: Oval 2B, HSOB Blue v Horouta.
Bye: Ngatapa EV Bulls.
Under 8, 9am: WKK 6, Ngatapa EV Rams v 

Horouta; WKK 7, YMP All Blacks v Ngatapa EV 
Colts; Uawa 1A, PP Uawa v OBM.

9.45am: Oval 1A, HSOB Chiefs v Waikohu.
Under 9, 9am: WKK 8, Horouta U9 v Ngatapa EV 

Sharks.
9.45am: Oval 1B, HSOB Hornets v YMP 8 Kings 

Studio; Oval 2A, HSOB Seagulls v Waikohu.
10am: Uawa 1A, PP Uawa v Ngatapa EV Green.
Under 10, 9am: Oval 3A, HSOB Blue v YMP. 
10am: Uawa 1B, PP Uawa 10 v  Ngatapa EV 

Kiwi.
Bye: Ngatapa EV Green.
Under 11, 9.45am: Oval 2B, HSOB Blue v OBM.
10am: WKK 11, Pirates v YMP.
11am: WKK 11, Ngatapa EV Green v Horouta.
Under 12, 9am: WKK 1, Ngatapa EV Green v 

Waikohu.
11am: Uawa 1, PP Uawa v OBM; Oval 2, HSOB 

White v YMP.
Under 13, 10.30am: WKK 1, Horouta v YMP.
11.30am: Oval 1, HSOB Blue v OBM.
Bye: Ngatapa EV Mustangs.

Hockey
Women, Round 1
TOMORROW, 6.30pm: GMC Kowhai v YMP A 

(umpires Ngatapa, Waituhi).
FRIDAY, 6pm: Ngatapa v Waituhi (GMC Kowhai, 

YMP A).
SATURDAY, 3.30pm: Amber Dental Gisborne 

Girls’ High School v INA Contracting GMC Green (Te 
Aowera, T Morgan).

5pm: YMP B v Te Aowera (GGHS, GMC Green).
Men, round robin
FRIDAY, 7.30pm: YMP A v Waituhi (Gisborne 

Boys’ High School, Lytton Old Boys Masters).
SATURDAY, 12.30pm: YMP B v LOB HPY 

Advisors (YMP A, Waituhi).
2pm: Gisborne Boys’ High School v LOB Masters 

(YMP B, LOB A).
Secondary schools (Section A)
MONDAY (May 23), 4pm: Lytton High School v 

Gisborne Girls’ High School 2 (Campion 1, Campion 
2).

5pm: Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Whatatutu v 
Gisborne Boys’ High School 2 (Lytton, GGHS 2).

6pm: Campion College v Campion College 
(Whatatutu, GBHS 2).

Netball
THE netball draw will be in tomorrow’s Herald.

SPORTS DRAWS

BADMINTON

AN EASTLAND team travelled to 
Feilding for the first round of Badminton 
New Zealand’s 2022 inter-association 
super veterans’ Division 2 competition.

 Hawke’s Bay, Eastland’s scheduled 
morning opponents, did not travel as 
three team members had Covid-19.

The draw was rearranged so that 
Eastland played Hutt Valley in the 
morning and then Oroua, who had been 
due to play Eastland in July.

Eastland team members were Ron 
Prebble, Alan Ledger, Annabelle Riwaka, 
Linda White, Ruth Ledger and Helen 
Morley (Patutahi Badminton Club), 
Kevin Lee (Gisborne Badminton Club) 
and regular on-loan player Matheus 
Batlajeri, from Manawatu 

Hutt Valley dominated the morning 
matches, defeating Eastland 9-0.

In the men’s doubles, Ledger and Lee 
had a close match with some excellent 
play but they could not take it to three 
games.

In the mixed doubles, Batlajeri and 
Riwaka held the upper hand in their first 
game but their opponents fought back to 
win in two games. 

In the afternoon, the matches were 
closer. The men won all their doubles in 
close two-game matches. In the women’s 
matches, the results were the opposite.

Riwaka and Morley won their first 
game 21-19, but lost the second 21-17. In 
the third, Oroua edged ahead and won 
21-16.

Morley and Ledger had their 
opportunities but couldn’t overtake the 
Feilding pairing, who won 21-16, 21-15.  
After the doubles the tie stood at 3-3. 

In the mixed doubles, Batlajeri and 
Riwaka held off tough opponents to win 

the first game 23-21 in the closest game 
of the day. They continued their good 
form to take the second game 21-13.

Lee and Ledger lost their first game 
21-15 after the score seesawed, then lost 
the second 21-10. The tie score stood at 
4-4.

Prebble and White could not match the 
Oroua mixed pair in the last match, and 
lost in two games.

The score was a repeat of last year’s 
fixture — Oroua 5 Eastland 4.

Eastland lost to Hutt Valley 9-0
Men’s doubles: Kevin Lee/Ron Prebble lost to 

Graham Murphy/Dave Cochrane 12-21 11-21; Alan 
Ledger/Lee lost to Murphy/Phil Gayler 16-21 17-21; 
Matheus Batlajeri/Prebble lost to Cochrane/Gayler 
10-21 18-21.

Women’s doubles: Annabel Riwaka/Linda 
White lost to Bev Braybrook/Winnie Lu 7-21 13-21; 
Annabelle Riwaka/Helen Morley lost to Lu/Verity 

Potter 9-21 11-21; Morley/Ruth Ledger lost to 
Braybrook/Potter 6-21 5-21.

Mixed doubles: Prebble/White lost to Murphy/Lu 
11-21 10-21; Alan Ledger/Ruth Ledger lost to Craig 
MacLeod/Braybrook 11-21 3-21; Batlajeri/Riwaka lost 
to Cochrane/Potter 17-21 14-21.

Eastland lost to Oroua 5-4
Men’s doubles: Prebble/Ledger defeated Peter 

Beirne/Mike Smith 21-17 21-18; Ledger/Lee defeated 
Smith/Bruce McGarvey 21-19 21-14; Prebble/
Batlajeri defeated Stuart Osborne/Beirne 21-13 
21-17.

Women’s doubles: Ledger/White lost to Lorraine 
Warrington/Anne Sutherland 6-21 16-21; Riwaka/
Morley lost to Warrington/Shirley Shields 21-19 17-21 
16-21; Ledger/Morley lost to Sutherland/Donna Luft 
16-21 15-21.

Mixed doubles: Prebble/White lost to Beirne/
Warrington 13-21 9-21; Lee/Ledger lost to Smith/
Sutherland 15-21 10-21; Batlajeri/Riwaka defeated 
McGarvey/Shields 23-21 21-13.

Covid causes super vets fixture shuffle

GOLF by Phil Casey, PA

TULSA — Rory McIlroy has admitted 
he spoke too soon when declaring the 
Saudi-backed breakaway was “dead in 
the water”, as he lamented the related 
absence of defending champion Phil 
Mickelson at the US PGA Championship.

Instead he feels it will “shape the future 
of professional golf one way or another”.

Mickelson has not played since 
February’s Saudi International, shortly 
after which it was revealed he had said he 
was well aware of Saudi Arabia’s “horrible 
record on human rights”, but was using 
the threat of a breakaway to “reshape” 
how the Tour operates.

LIV Golf chief executive Greg Norman 
said the organisation’s full league of 14 
events had been ready to launch until 
Mickelson’s comments cost him several 
sponsors and resulted in some players 
backing out. Eight events are now 
scheduled, each with a prize fund of £20.2 
million.

Three days after Mickelson’s comments 
were made public, Dustin Johnson and 
Bryson DeChambeau joined the likes 
of McIlroy, Tiger Woods, Jon Rahm and 
Collin Morikawa in pledging their loyalty 
to the PGA Tour, prompting McIlroy to 
think the threat of the breakaway was 
over.

“Yeah, I might have been a little 
presumptuous at that point,” McIlroy said 
on Tuesday ahead of the year’s second 
major at Southern Hills in Tulsa.

“It seems like it’s still going. Greg and 
everyone behind it are very determined. 
I think we’re just going to have to see 
how it plays out. Guys are going to make 
decisions.

“Honestly it’s going to shape the future 
of professional golf one way or another, so 
I think we’re just going to have to see how 
it all shakes out.”

The PGA Tour has refused to grant 
Mickelson and others the required 
releases to contest the first LIV Golf 
event at England’s Centurion Club next 
month, with Norman pledging to “defend, 
reimburse and represent” any players 
sanctioned if they play regardless.

Asked if he had a preferred outcome 
to the divisive saga, McIlroy added: 
“Honestly, I’m rooting for it all to be over. 
I’m just so sick of talking about it.

“I’ve made my decision and I know 
where I want to play, and I’m not 
standing in anyone’s way, and I’m not 
saying that they shouldn’t go over there 
and play if that’s what they feel is right 
for them, then 100 percent they should go 
and do it.”

Mickelson’s victory at Kiawah Island 
last year made him the oldest ever winner 
of a men’s major championship, his two-
shot victory over Brooks Koepka and 
Louis Oosthuizen coming just a month 
before his 51st birthday.

McIlroy says he 
spoke too soon 
on breakaway

RUGBY by Ian Chadband, AAP

LONDON — Eddie Jones is brushing 
aside all talk of his England tourists 
earning another, record-extending clean 
sweep over the Wallabies.

The Tasmanian coach, who 
orchestrated England’s first 3-0 
whitewash of Australia on the tour 

down under in 2016, could push his 
extraordinary record to 11 wins and no 
losses against the Wallabies in the July 
tests.

Under his stewardship, England have 
enjoyed eight straight victories, the most 
by either side in the fixture’s 113-year 
history.

Yet when asked about keeping up his 

unbeaten record, Jones was having none 
of it on Tuesday. “Aw, that’s for you guys 
to talk about — not for me,” he said.

He’s more preoccupied about the trio of 
contests in Perth, Brisbane and Sydney 
in successive weekends presenting very 
different challenges six years on in a 
game which he believes has become more 
stop-start — and definitely more intense.

Eddie Jones brushes aside clean-sweep talk
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Lowe up for European award
NEW Zealander James Lowe has been named 

as one of five finalists for the European Rugby 
Player of the Year award. The former Tasman 
and Chiefs wing has been named alongside 
his Leinster teammates and back rowers Josh 
van der Flier and Caelan Doris. The trio played 
crucial roles in four-time Champions Cup winners 
Leinster’s progress to this year’s final against La 
Rochelle next weekend in Marseille. La Rochelle 
captain Gregory Alldritt is also a finalist as is 
last year’s winner Antoine Dupont, who plays for 
Toulouse and this year guided France to their 
first Grand Slam and Six Nations title since 2010. 
The winner will be announced following the 
Champions Cup final on May 28. — Radio NZ

Losing return for Medvedev
GENEVA  — Second-ranked Daniil Medvedev 

lost his comeback match after a six-week injury 
layoff, beaten 6-2, 7-6 by Richard Gasquet in the 
second round at the Geneva Open. Medvedev, 
who underwent hernia surgery last month, had 
cautioned he was often a slow starter on clay 
courts. And so it proved in his first match on the 
surface this season, in the last tournament before 
the French Open. Medvedev double-faulted for 
the seventh time on Gasquet’s first match point. 
In the tiebreaker, Medvedev twice recovered from 
being a mini-break down before his serve faltered 
again. — AP

Brady to face Netflix ‘roast’
HOLLYWOOD, California — Tom Brady will be 

on the hot seat – this time during a Netflix roast. 
Netflix announced today the seven-time Super 
Bowl champion will be featured first in a series of 
upcoming specials called “Greatest Roasts of All 
Time: GROAT.” Brady is the executive producer 
of the series, with his roast set to tape in 2023. 
“To quote my good friend, Marshawn Lynch . . . 
‘I’m just here so I won’t get fined,’” Brady said in 
a press release, which refers to him as “Gisele 
Bündchen’s husband” and a “sixth-round NFL 
draft pick.” “We can’t wait to burn three-time 
Super Bowl-losing quarterback Tom Brady, who 
only went back to the NFL in order to delay this 
roast,” said Robbie Praw, Netflix vice-president of 
stand-up and comedy formats. — AP

New waterboy laws in rugby
CAPE TOWN, South Africa — Rugby is trialling 

new laws banning certain officials from acting 
as on-field water carriers in a move viewed as 
a direct response to the contentious tactics of 
South Africa director of rugby Rassie Erasmus. 
The new laws, announced today by World Rugby, 
explicitly ban teams’ directors of rugby and head 
coaches from being water carriers. Erasmus 
donned a bright yellow bib and acted as a water 
carrier during the Springboks’ home series 
against the British and Irish Lions last year, 
sparking complaints from the opposition that 
he was using it as a guise to pass on coaching 
tips to his players. The governing body also 
said water breaks in top-level rugby would be 
limited to two per half and at points agreed with 
the match officials under the global trial, which 
comes into effect July 1. That was to counter a 
recent trend where teams have used water breaks 
to slow down play when it suits them. — AP

Woods in marquee group
TIGER Woods, in only his second start 

since a car crash nearly ended his career, will 
play the first two rounds of this week’s PGA 
Championship with Rory McIlroy and Jordan 
Spieth. It will mark the first start for Woods since 
last month’s Masters where he opened with a 
one-under-par 71 but finished 13-over for the 
week and in 47th place. Spieth is looking to 
complete the coveted career Grand Slam of golf’s 
four majors this week while McIlroy arrives in 
fine form, having recorded top-five finishes at 
his last two events, including runner-up at the 
Masters. New Zealand’s Ryan Fox is grouped with 
American Shawn Warren and Pablo Larrazabal of 
Spain. — Radio NZ

Ioane brothers sidelined
THE Blues will be without the services of All 

Black brothers Rieko and Akira Ioane for their 
crunch Super Rugby Pacific clash with the 
Brumbies.

A hamstring injury forced Rieko from the field 
in their win over the Reds on Saturday and he 
is unlikely to be back until the quarterfinals, 
meaning he will also miss the table-topping 
Blues’ last round-robin game against the 
Waratahs on May 28.

Akira is continuing his recovery from foot 
surgery and his absence from this weekend is 
more precautionary. 

SPORT BRIEFS

CYCLING

JESI — Biniam Girmay has 
become the first black African to 
win a stage of a Grand Tour, with 
victory in the 10th stage of the 
Giro d’Italia.

Eritrean Girmay, 22, had already 
made history this season with his 
victory at Gent-Wevelgem in March 
making him the first black African 
to win a Belgian cobbled classic.

He added another landmark 

moment for the sport on stage 10 
in Jesi. However, he subsequently 
needed to go to hospital for a 
check-up after being hit in his left 
eye by the cork when opening the 
celebratory bottle of champagne 
on the podium.

His victory followed five top-five 
finishes in this Giro.

A hilly finish to the 4½-hour 
stage from Pescara had left the 
peloton in pieces, with Girmay and 
Mathieu van der Poel the only real 

sprinters left.
After Girmay launched his move 

600 metres out Van der Poel 
looked as if he would overhaul 
him, but did not have the legs and 
offered a salute as Girmay crossed 
the line.

“It’s unbelievable,” Girmay said. 
“I thank the team. We started the 
race well, we controlled it. I don’t 
have any words for my team.

“Every day comes new history 
so I’m really grateful and happy 

that I did it,” he said.
Juan Pedro Lopez retained the 

leader’s pink jersey, 12 seconds 
ahead of Joao Almeida.

Giro organisers used the stage 
to pay tribute to the late Michele 
Scarponi, the former Astana rider 
who was killed while out training 
in 2017, as it passed through his 
hometown of Filottrano.

Stage 11 is an entirely flat 
203km leg from Santarcangelo Di 
Romagna to Reggio Emilia. — PA

POPPING THE 
CORK: Eritrea’s 
Biniam Girmay 
celebrates on 
the podium 
after winning 
the 10th stage 
of the Giro 
D’Italia cycling 
race — a 
historic first 
Grand Tour 
stage win for a 
black African. 
Girmay’s 
celebration 
proved more 
dangerous than 
the race. The 
popped cork hit 
him in the left 
eye, requiring a 
visit to hospital.

AP picture

African Girmay makes history with stage win

FOOTBALL

SOUTHAMPTON — The Premier 
League title race is going all the way. 

Remarkably an unprecedented 
quadruple is still on for Liverpool.

Tired and hit by injuries after winning 
the FA Cup final last weekend, Liverpool 
fielded a second-choice lineup against 
Southampton and demonstrated a great 
mentality to come from behind to win 2-1 
today.

It leaves Jurgen Klopp’s team a point 
behind Manchester City heading into 
the final round of a thrilling league 
campaign. 

That’s on Sunday (Monday NZ 
time), when Liverpool are at home to 
Wolverhampton at the same time as City 
host Aston Villa, who are managed by 
Liverpool great Steven Gerrard.

City remain the favourites in their bid 
for a sixth league title in 11 seasons but 
Liverpool have done their part by taking 
the defending champions all the way.

In fact, the Reds are taking every 
competition to the final game this season, 
with a Champions League final against 
Real Madrid still to come on May 28. 

They’ve already won both domestic 
cups in a season for the ages.

Joel Matip completed Liverpool’s latest 
comeback by unwittingly heading home 
the winning goal in the 67th minute at 
St. Mary’s Stadium.

Klopp’s team had also come from 
behind in their previous two league 
games, a 2-1 win against Villa and a 1-1 
draw with Tottenham. They just do not 
know when they are beaten.

“We keep going,” Klopp said. “We never 
give up. That’s how it is.”

The game came only three days after 
Liverpool’s energy-sapping FA Cup 
triumph over Chelsea, which went 120 
minutes before the Reds won a penalty 

shootout. 
Mohamed Salah and Virgil van Dijk 

were injured at Wembley Stadium and 
didn’t travel to Southampton. Fabinho 
was already injured. Andrew Robertson 
and Luis Diaz were unused substitutes.

Despite the slew of changes, Liverpool 
dominated a passive Southampton team 
with nothing left to play for this season, 
but still fell behind in the 13th minute 
when Nathan Redmond cut inside from 
the left and sent in a shot that deflected 
off Milner and into the far corner.

Liverpool’s players kept their 
composure and replied 14 minutes later 
when Diogo Jota laid the ball off to 
Takumi Minamino, who displayed quick 
feet before firing a rising shot inside Alex 
McCarthy’s near post. The Japan forward 
was on loan at Southampton last season 

and hadn’t started a league game since 
then.

The rest of the match saw Liverpool 
camped inside Southampton’s half but 
only managing to create half-chances. 

The atmosphere was starting to get 
tense when Liverpool were gifted what 
proved to be the winning goal after a 
corner by Kostas Tsimikas was glanced 
on at the near post by Southampton 
forward Mohamed Elyounoussi.

The ball flew across the area, skimmed 
off the head of Southampton’s Kyle 
Walker-Peters, hit the forehead of Matip 
and rebounded into the far corner beyond 
McCarthy’s despairing dive.

Liverpool were 14 points behind City 
at one point in January, albeit with two 
games in hand. Somehow, the title is still 
within reach with 90 minutes left to play. 

And Gerrard, who never won the 
league with Liverpool as a player, could 
yet have a decisive role in helping his 
former team win it this time.

“If we said in January it would go to 
the last game, we would have taken that,” 
Liverpool captain Jordan Henderson 
said. “Hopefully Stevie and Villa do us a 
favour.” — AP

■ NOTTINGHAM — Nottingham Forest will 
play Huddersfield for a place in the Premier 
League after reaching the Championship playoff 
final, thanks to a penalty shootout victory over 
Sheffield United today.

Forest lost the second leg of the semifinals 
2-1 after extra time, making it 3-3 on aggregate, 
but won 3-2 on penalties at the City Ground after 
three saves by goalkeeper Brice Samba.

The last save led to a pitch invasion by the 
home fans to celebrate the win, and video 
showed one supporter running up to Sheffield 
United captain Billy Sharp and headbutting 
him to the ground as he stood watching by the 
sideline.

Forest were last in the top flight in 1999. — AP

Down to the wire
Liverpool win keeps quadruple dream alive

 P W D L F A GD Pts
Manchester C. 37 28 6 3 96 24 72 90
Liverpool 37 27 8 2 91 25 66 89
Chelsea 36 20 10 6 73 31 42 70
Tottenham 37 21 5 11 64 40 24 68
Arsenal 37 21 3 13 56 47 9 66
Manchester U. 37 16 10 11 57 56 1 58
West Ham 37 16 8 13 59 48 11 56
Wolves 37 15 6 16 37 40 -3 51
Leicester City 36 13 9 14 57 57 0 48
Brighton 37 11 15 11 39 43 -4 48 
Brentford 37 13 7 17 47 54 -7 46 
Newcastle 37 12 10 15 42 61 -19 46 
Crystal Palace 36 10 15 11 47 43 4 45
Aston Villa 36 13 5 18 49 50 -1 44
Southampton 37 9 13 15 42 63 -21 40
Everton 36 10 6 20 39 59 -20 36 
Leeds United 37 8 11 18 40 78 -38 35
Burnley 36 7 13 16 32 50 -18 34 
Watford 37 6 5 26 33 75 -42 23 
Norwich City 37 5 7 25 23 79 -56 22

premier league
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RUGBY LEAGUE

JAZZ Tevaga moves into 
elite company when he 
becomes the 27th player 
to appear in 100 NRL 
matches for the Warriors 
in their 11th-round 
encounter with the St 
George Illawarra Dragons 
on Saturday.

In the absence of injured 
first-choice dummy half 
Wayde Egan (calf), Tevaga 
has again been named to 
start at hooker in a side 
who feature the possible 
return of second rower 
Euan Aitken, centre Jesse 
Arthars and standoff 
Chanel Harris-Tavita from 
injury.

It was at the same 
ground against the same 
opponents the club’s 
last 100-game mark was 
brought up by former 
captain Roger Tuivasa-
Sheck last April.

Christchurch-born 
Tevaga becomes the 23rd 
club product to go on to 100 
appearances after making 
his debut with the Warriors 
(in March 2016). He has 
scored seven tries.

While Tevaga reaches100 
games this weekend, long-
time teammate Bunty 
Afoa will make his 95th 
appearance, putting him on 
track to play his 100th in 
the emotional Mount Smart 
Stadium homecoming 

match against Wests Tigers 
on July 3. — Radio NZ

Warriors team List 
for round 11: Reece 
Walsh, Dallin Watene-
Zelezniak, Viliami Vailea, 
Adam Pompey, Marcelo 
Montoya, Daejarn Asi. 
Shaun Johnson, Addin 
Fonua-Blake, Jazz Tevaga, 
Matt Lodge, Euan Aitken, 
Tohu Harris, Jack Murchie. 
Interchange: Aaron Pene, 
Ben Murdoch-Masila, 
Bunty Afoa, Freddy Lussick. 
Reserves: Eliesa Katoa, 
Taniela Otukolo, Jesse 
Arthars, Pride Petterson-
Robati, Junior Ratuva, 
Ronald Volkman, Chanel 
Harris-Tavita.

Jazz to join Warriors century list

 P W D L PD B Pts
Panthers 10 8 0 2 174 0 18
Storm 10 8 0 2 199 0 16
Cowboys 10 7 0 3 126 0 14
Roosters 10 6 0 4 53 0 12
Sharks 10 6 0 4 51 0 12
Eels 10 6 0 4 46 0 12
Broncos 10 6 0 4 28 0 12
Rabbitohs 10 5 0 5 21 0 10

Sea Eagles 10 5 0 5 -38 0 10
Raiders 10 4 0 6 -53 0 8
Warriors 10 4 0 6 -83 0 8
Dragons 10 4 0 6 -89 0 8
Titans 10 3 0 7 -80 0 6
Knights 10 3 0 7 -124 0 6
Tigers 10 2 0 8 -106 0 4
Bulldogs 10 2 0 8 -125 0 4

nrL

HOPING 
FOR HAPPY 
HUNDREDTH: 
Warriors player Jazz 
Tevaga is tackled 
during an NRL match 
against the Tigers at 
Suncorp Stadium, 
Brisbane. Tevaga 
has been named 
at hooker in the 
Warriors’ starting 13 
for their Round 11 
match against the 
Dragons on Saturday. 
It will be his 100th 
NRL appearance.

AAP picture

BASKETBALL

“POMP and Circumstance” played as 
Stephen Curry stepped up to the podium 
after practice yesterday as he prepared with 
the Golden State Warriors for the NBA’s 
Western Conference Finals.

It was a playful, makeshift moment to 
honour his new status as college graduate.

Curry completed his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in sociology to join the Davidson 
College class of 2022. He fulfilled a promise 
to mother Sonya that he would receive his 
degree. She had been bragging for the past 
decade that two of her children — son Seth 
and daughter Sydel — had college degrees.

“This is a long time coming, obviously,” 
Curry said. “Since I left campus it was a 
goal to finish. Just obviously a sense of 
accomplishment but a promise I made to my 
mom and Coach (Bob) McKillop when I left 
after my junior year.”

This marks another important 
accomplishment to add to a list that includes 
three NBA championships, two MVPs and a 
pair of scoring titles. Curry will receive his 
diploma at a later date. 

He completed his coursework 13 years 
after leaving Davidson a year early following 
his junior season, then was drafted by the 
Warriors seventh overall. Curry worked 
toward his major during the 2011 lockout 
then re-enrolled for this spring’s semester.

His thesis was focused on advancing 
gender equity through sports and included 
a research project about tattoos for which 
he asked his teammates with ink about the 
meaning behind their choices.

Curry watched the ceremony over 
livestream and was announced as “Wardell 
Stephen Curry II.” — AP

Curry earns 
degree in 
sociology
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide fine 7 18
Amsterdam thunder 10 25
Bangkok thunder 26 31
Beijing cloudy 16 30
Berlin fine 11 30
Brisbane showers 16 24
Buenos Aires fine 7 17
Cairo fine 23 36
Canberra fine -3 14
Cape Town showers 12 15
Delhi fine 29 44
Frankfurt fine 16 30
Geneva fine 15 30
Hong Kong drizzle 22 26
London showers 10 21
Los Angeles fine 15 26
Melbourne fine 9 16
Moscow rain 7 13
New York showers 13 22
Paris thunder 17 29
Perth showers 13 22
Singapore thunder 25 34
Stockholm cloudy 9 24
Suva thunder 21 30
Sydney fine 9 19
Tokyo fine 14 26
Toronto showers 9 22

North of Tolaga Bay: Periods 

of rain. Northwesterlies. 

South of Tolaga Bay: 

Mainly fine, a few showers. 

Northwesterlies.

Mainly fine. One or two late 

showers. Northwesterlies.

Mainly fine. Chance shower. 

Fresh westerlies.

Fine. Northwesterlies.

TOMORROW FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Mainly fine, a 

few showers. 

Northwesterlies.

Mainly fine. One or 

two late showers. 

Northwesterlies.

Mainly fine. 

Chance shower. 

Fresh westerlies.

2005 –  A state of civil emergency 

was declared at Tauranga after 

309mm of rain fell in a day, and 

97.2mm in two hours. Slips 

destroyed or damaged at least 15 

houses and hundreds of residents 

were evacuated. Cars were 

half-submerged in the fl ood waters 

and asphalt was stripped from roads.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

NZ TOMORROW
Auckland showers 20
Hamilton rain 19
Tauranga showers 20
Rotorua showers 17
Taupo showers 17
Napier showers 24
New Plymouth rain 20
Palmerston North showers 20
Wellington windy 18
Christchurch fi ne 19
Queenstown showers 13
Dunedin showers 17

morning min  12
max  19

morning min  11
max  22

morning min  7
max  17

A weak ridge lies over 

the country today, while a 

front lingers across the far 

north. Meanwhile, a low 

moving past the south of 

New Zealand tomorrow, is 

expected to bring a series of 

fronts and gale westerlies to 

much of the country through 

the rest of the week.
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RUGBY

THE Poverty Bay wider squad to 
prepare for the Queen’s Birthday Weekend 
derby match against Ngati Porou East 
Coast features five new faces.

YMP forward Stuart Leach has been 
named in the 32-man squad alongside 
backs Moses Christie (Waikohu), Braedyn 
Grant (OBM), Ricardo Patricio (Ngatapa) 
and Solomoni Rasari (Pirates).

“We’ve gone for a fairly experienced 
squad for this initial selection of 2022, 
with a sprinkling of youth,” Civil Project 
Solutions Poverty Bay Heartland head 
coach Miah Nikora said.

“We’re fortunate to have a lot of guys 
back from the  2021 Heartland squad, 
which should give us good continuity 
heading into this fixture, and we’re happy 
with the leaders we have in the forwards. 

“Dan Law, Adrian Wyrill, Shayde 
Skudder, Rikki Terekia and Tamanui Hill 
are well-respected and will give the pack 
good direction.

“We have guys who have good skillsets 
across the backline, with the size to adapt 
from an expansive game to a direct game, 
or vice-versa, and we have experience 
at halfback in Mario Counsell and Ra 
Broughton and first five in Kelvin Smith.”

Three players — Ethine Reeves (YMP), 
Mitchell Purvis (YMP) and lock Adriaan 

Brits (Wairoa Athletic) are unavailable 
for the game which kicks off at 2.30pm at 
Whakarua Park in Ruatoria on Saturday, 
June 4.

The Coast hosted the traditional QBW 
clash last year and won 28-23 to claim the 
PJ Sayers Cup for the first time in five 
years.

Nikora will not name a captain or vice-
captain until the week prior to the official 
celebration of Her Majesty’s 96th birthday.

POVERTY BAY WIDER SQUAD — 
Forwards: Juston Allen (OBM), Jarryd 
Broughton (Waikohu), James Higgins 
(Ngatapa), Tamanui Hill (HSOB), Jesse 
Kapene (YMP), Tulsa Kaui (Wai), Niko 
Lauiti (YMP), Dan Law (Nga), Stuart 
Leach (YMP), Toru Noanoa (Wai), Nehe 
Papuni (YMP), Fletcher Scammell 
(HSOB), Shayde Skudder (YMP), Keanu 
Taumata (OBM), Gabe Te Kani (OBM), 
Rikki Terekia (OBM), George Whakatope 
(OBM), Adrian Wyrill (Wai).

Backs: Taine Aupouri (YMP), Ra 
Broughton (YMP), Moses Christie (Wai), 
Mario Counsell (Wai), Te Peehi Fairlie 
(YMP), Peia Fililava (YMP), Braedyn 
Grant (OBM), Jacob Leaf (Wai), Tane 
McGuire (Wai), Ricardo Patricio (Nga), 
Matt Raleigh (Nga), Kelvin Smith (Wai), 
Solomoni Rasari (Pirates), Andrew 
Tauatevalu (YMP).

Five newbies in Bay squad

NETBALL by Sherrill Beale  
and Murray Robertson

YMP will look to maintain their unbeaten 
run in Round 1 of the premier grade netball 
competition tonight at the YMCA but that 
should be put to the test by High School 
Old Girls.

Another tripleheader is on offer — 
Whangara Old Girls play Gisborne Girls’ 
High Senior A at 5.45pm, Claydens 

Waikohu take on JT Contracting Horouta 
Gold at 6.45pm and YMP (1) meet 
defending champions F45 HSOG at 
7.45pm.

YMP 1 have won three from three so far 
to sit on 12 points. Waikohu are on nine with 
two wins and a bonus-point loss, HSOG are 
on eight from two wins from four games and 
Whangara Old Girls are also on eight from 
two wins from four games.

Horouta have five points and Girls’ High 

are on one.
HSOG gave glimpses of good teamwork 

in last weekend’s 28-21 loss to Whangara 
but will need to bring it for the full game as 
YMP have been playing fast netball, with 
players running hard on to the ball and 
making themselves available. 

Expect a competitive game, with plenty of 
skills on display. 

Girls’ High have been playing solid netball, 
working together well throughout the court. 

However, they have yet to collect a win 
and will need to produce their “A” game 
against a Whangara side whose combinations 
are starting to gel as they work with new 
teammates. 

This should be a closely-contested game.  
Waikohu have impressed so far, with their 

only loss by a single goal. 
Horouta started the season well but will 

need to work in concert as a team to repel 
Waikohu’s tight marking game.

YMP out to continue roll in tripleheader at the ‘Y’

POTENTIAL DEBUTS: Among the 32-man Poverty Bay squad are five players who 
could make their Bay debuts against Ngati Porou East Coast in the Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend local derby. Above are Braedyn Grant (left) and Moses Christie. Below (from 
left) are Stuart Leach, Ricardo Patricio and Solomoni Rasari. Pictures by Paul Rickard 


