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CENTRE OF ATTENTION: Pipi Hayne pumps up her Gisborne Intermediate 2 crew as the rhythmical teams took centre stage on the third and final day of the Tairawhiti School Gymnastics 
Festival at Electrinet Sports Centre yesterday. They were among 1050 students who took part in the annual event that has been running for decades. More pictures on page 2. 
 Picture by Paul Rickard

by Andrew Ashton

MORE than $90 million is to be pumped 
into developing coastal shipping routes in 
New Zealand including a barge facility at 
East Cape.

Transport Minister Michael Wood 
yesterday said the Government would invest 
$30m across four (co-funded) projects.

One of the projects involves new barge 
services at East Cape, Kawhia, and on the 
West Coast for Aotearoa Shipping Alliance 
— a nationwide network involving iwi and 
businesses.

“Coastal shipping is a small but important 

part of the New Zealand freight system, 
which is why the Government is investing 
in making coastal shipping a more viable 
alternative to strengthen and diversify our 
domestic supply chain, helping to secure 
New Zealand’s recovery from Covid-19,” 
Mr Wood said.

“As a lower emissions transport mode, 
investing in coastal shipping will also help 
us achieve our decarbonisation goals.”

The Government has committed $30 
million for coastal shipping funding 
through the National Land Transport 
Programme (NLTP) to improve domestic 
shipping services, reduce emissions, 

improve efficiency and upgrade maritime 
infrastructure.

Funding has also been approved for three 
other projects — 

■ Coastal Bulk Shipping Ltd for 
co-funding towards a second general cargo 
ship.

■ Move International Ltd for co-funding 
towards a new roll on/roll off vessel that 
can call into at least 13 New Zealand ports, 
with services initially set to operate between 
New Plymouth and Nelson.

■ Swire Shipping NZ Ltd for co-funding 
towards a second vessel to improve the 
frequency of containerised coastal services 

across its New Zealand-wide network.
Eastland Group general infrastructure 

chief operating officer Andrew Gaddum 
welcomed proposals as a step towards a 
“blue highway”. 

“We are pleased to hear the recent 
funding announcement and selection of 
preferred suppliers for new and enhanced 
coastal shipping services in New Zealand.

“We have been communicating with 
some of these suppliers for a while now so 
we will continue these conversations to look 
at how Tairāwhiti could benefit from regular 
coastal shipping services.  

THE BLUE HIGHWAY
East Cape barge service among coastal shipping projects

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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FOCUS ON THE LAND

SATuRdAy

LOOKING AHEAD

SPORTS

• Bottom-of-the-table battle in premier club rugby 

— HSOB v Pirates — while OBM take on YMP and 

Waikohu host Ngatapa.

• Senior netball challenge round continues including 

a Horouta derby in the premier/premier reserve 

games.

• Thistle teams hit the road for Central Federation 

and Pacific Premiership football matches.

TOMORROw

IMAGINE spending two 
years in hiding because of 
prejudice and hate.

That is the famous story of 
13-year-old Jewish girl Anne 
Frank before her death in the 
Nazi concentration camp at 
Bergen-Belsen shortly before 
the end of World War 2.

The exhibition Let Me Be 
Myself: The Life Story of 
Anne Frank starts tomorrow 
at Tairāwhiti Museum.

Museum director Eloise 
Wallace says staff and 
herself are pleased to bring 
the exhibition to Gisborne 
during its New Zealand tour  

“Anne Frank’s story, and 
the wider themes explored in 
this exhibition — of identity, 
prejudice, discrimination — 
remain so important for us 
to learn from, as they are not 
only a part of our past but of 
our present,” she says.

“I hope this exhibition 
will provide an opportunity 
for our communities here 
to learn, reflect and connect 
with Anne Frank’s enduring 
story and legacy.”

Let Me Be Myself ’ 
explores the story of Anne 
Frank from her birth to her 
death in Bergen-Belsen. 

Featuring large-scale 
images about the world 
around her, the persecution 
of the Jews and the Second 
World War, the exhibition 
connects Anne Frank’s 
life story with the present 
and the role of prejudice, 
exclusion and discrimination.

Mrs Wallace says part of 
the exhibition features panels 
that look at different kinds of 
discrimination children face 
today.

“These are international, 
not local examples however.”

The exhibition was created 
by the Anne Frank House 
in Amsterdam and brought 
to New Zealand by the 
Holocaust Centre of New 
Zealand. Over 10 million 
people have seen it.

School groups can take 
a self-guided tour of the 
exhibition.

Bookings can be made 
through Tairāwhiti Museum.

Let Me Be Myself is open 
from tomorrow to Sunday, 
July 24, and is free for 
Tairāwhiti residents.

Anne Frank exhibition chance to learn, reflect, connect

LET ME BE MYSELF: 
Tairawhiti Museum director 
Eloise Wallace looks at 
a model of Anne Frank’s 
home in Amsterdam as part 
of the exhibition Let Me 
Be Myself: The Life Story of 
Anne Frank. 
� Picture by Liam Clayton

LEAPS, DANCES

The Tairawhiti Schools Gymnastic Festival continued yesterday at the Electrinet Sports 
Centre in Aberdeen Road. Clockwise from top left, Caterina Camero (Campion) vaults 
over the box; Jessie Jones leads the Gisborne Intermediate team; Ilminster make a 
point in their routine; and Ashmara Oakley (back) and Aohuna Soutar from Girls’ High 
bound through their floor exercise.  Pictures by Paul Rickard
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A WOMAN whose father raped 
and sexually assaulted her over 
two years when she was a teenager 
read a disturbing victim impact 
statement to Gisborne District 
Court.

During the half hour in which 
she read the statement, she said she 
had been “stuck in a ghost world of 
my own, screaming for help” since 
the assaults and rapes had taken 
place. 

The man was jailed for 10 
years and two months. He was 
added to the sex offenders register 
and granted permanent name 
suppression. 

The woman, appearing in court 
via AV link from the South Island, 
said she was too afraid to come to 
the North Island. 

She told the court she suffered 
depression, anxiety, flashbacks, 
dissociation and insomnia, and had 
fought against alcohol and drug 
addiction.

“I thought I was going crazy for 

not knowing what was happening,” 
she said.

“I was just starting into 
adulthood. It was so degrading, 
debilitating and confusing to not 
understand this so-called father 
who should have been the closest 
person to me, (who was) supposed 
to protect nurture and guide me on 
my journey.

“It was slowly destroying me 
piece by piece.”

She spoke of his possessive 
qualities and the control he 
exerted on her, how it relentlessly 
haunted her and that she had been 
diagnosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Judge Turitea Bolstad thanked 
the woman for her statement and 
outlined the facts of the case. 

The woman had come to live 
with her father in 2002 when 
she was 12 and the residence in 
Gisborne was known for people 
often consuming drugs and alcohol 
there. 

On one occasion between 2005 
and 2007, when she was 15, the 
man forced his daughter to lie 
on the bed and undress, and he 
assaulted her digitally and orally. 

Another time while she was 
still 15, he told her she would be 
sleeping with him that night. 

She went outside and began 
screaming but he dragged her back 
by the hair, forced her on to the 
bed and told her she liked it. He 
showed her a condom and said 
there would be no evidence and 
no one would believe her. After he 
raped her, he took off the condom, 
showed it to her again and said: 
“there goes your evidence”.

On a further occasion when they 
were on a camping trip he forced 
her to perform oral sex on him. 
The fourth charge resulted from an 
argument after which he dragged 
her by hair into their home, 
assaulted her, overpowered her and 
threw her on bed, and raped her 
again using a condom.

Judge Bolstad said the court 
needed to consider the aggravating 
factors in the case, which were 
breach of trust, the vulnerability 
of the victim due to her age and 
because of the alcohol and cannabis 
he had provided her.

The judge reiterated that the 
prosecution had already identified 
the scale of the offending — he 
had raped her twice, forced oral sex 
and the “various forms of sexual 
contact that had occurred four 
separate times”. 

“I also point to the harm to the 
victim,” the judge said.  “It has 
impacted significantly on your 
daughter.”

Counsel Manaaki Terekia said 
he could not add much more to the 
written statements already before 
the court and that the defence and 
prosecution were not far apart in 
their submissions for sentencing. 

The defendant pleading guilty 
had avoided the need for the victim 
to give evidence, so that should 

be taken into consideration in 
sentencing, he said.

Prosecutor Steve Manning 
submitted that the starting point 
for sentencing should be at least 12 
years or even higher. 

He acknowledged the value 
attached to the defendant’s guilty 
plea, even though it came late, but 
pointed out the pre-sentence report 
recorded a complete absence of 
remorse from the defendant. 

Judge Bolstad said the man had 
committed serious offences against 
his daughter for two years when 
she was vulnerable and entitled to 
feel safe. 

The judge also spoke about the 
violence and “callousness” involved.

“It’s all had a traumatic effect on 
your daughter and I suspect will 
affect her for the rest of her life.”.

She adopted a sentencing 
starting point of 12 years but 
recognising the defendant’s guilty 
plea, discounted his sentence by 
15 percent. 

‘It was slowly destroying me piece by piece’: victim

Jail for raping daughter

Coastal shipping 
to reduce annual 
‘truck travel’ by 
35 million km

“The funding is a step in the right direction 
and has the potential to support our local 
produce growers and wood processors who are 
wanting to reduce freight emissions and utilise 
the blue highway directly from Tairāwhiti.

“The announcement is timely given we 
are about to submit the Twin Berth stage 2 
application which underpins our ability to 
establish regular coastal shipping services from 
our region.

“The Twin Berth application will cover 
the extension of Wharf 8; one hectare of 
reclamation; dredging the channel and harbour; 
upgrading the southern log yard stormwater 
treatment system; and rebuilding the outer 
breakwater.

“When completed, two ships between 185 
and 200 metres long will be able to safely berth 
at the same time. These will include produce 
vessels, wood chip ships, logging vessels, smaller 
cruise liners and coastal container vessels.”

Waka Kotahi worked with the wider freight 
industry to select the four applicants for 
co-investment in new and enhanced coastal 
shipping services through the NLTP, Mr Wood 
said.

“Each of these four selected suppliers will 
bring at least one additional coastal shipping 
vessel into service, and together this will 
improve the resilience of the overall freight 
supply chain.

“The four preferred suppliers will invest over 
$60 million through their proposals, resulting 
in combined investment in the sector of over 
$90 million.

“When the new services are fully operational, 
it is estimated they will remove around 
35 million kilometres of truck travel from New 
Zealand’s roading network every year, reducing 
wear and tear and improving safety for road 
users, while at the same time creating new 
employment opportunities for mariners and 
supporting regional development. 

“This will also support our commitment in 
the recently-released Emissions Reduction Plan 
to reduce emissions from freight transport by 
35 percent by 2035.”

FROM PAGE 1

RODEO AT 
THE RAMP: Efforts 
were made this morning to 
secure part of a pontoon that 
came apart at the inner harbour 
boat ramp in heavy tidal surges 
over the weekend. A portion of 
the pontoon was floating free in 
the inner harbour this morning 
and was retrieved. A Gisborne 
District Council staff member 
was also seen using rope to try 
to secure part of the pontoon. 
His attempts were unsuccessful 
and he eventually gave up. The 
heavy surges have continued, 
with high tide at 2.50pm today. 
Gisborne Hiabs yesterday 
helped remove sections of 
the pontoon. The $400,000 
pontoon, installed in December 
of last year, drew criticism for 
its placement and a lack of 
ongoing consultation with the 
fishing community. 
 Picture by Liam Clayton 
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Seventeen years ago Michelle england 
and a friend took beginners lessons at the 
Gisborne Bridge Club. 

they took to it “like ducks to water”.
now Michelle has qualified to Grandmaster 

ranks.
the Gisborne Bridge Club presented 

her with her Grandmaster certificate at the 
Gisborne 5A tournament at the weekend. 

She is the first Grandmaster to learn to play 
bridge in Gisborne.

Michelle took beginners lessons in 2005. 
Her youngest child had just turned 5 and she 
wanted a hobby. 

She had always loved cards so she and a 
friend, Jeff Allen, decided to go to lessons. 

“We both took to it like ducks to water”. 
A couple of years later Michelle attended 

the Hawke’s Bay Congress, where she earned 
her first A point. She didn’t understand what 
an A point was and didn’t know why people 
were making a big deal about it.  

“I later learned that A points determine 
your ranking in nZ Bridge. to become a 
Grandmaster you need to earn 500 A points 
and they can only be earned at specific A 
point events. this was an issue as Gisborne 
only has one 5A point event a year, so I had 
to travel.”

After that Michelle attended national 
Congress for a few years with a long- time 
friend and bridge partner Ann McCombe.  

“We had such fun, whether we did well or 
not. It was great to play eight days of bridge, 
sometimes up to nine hours a day.”  

It was at one Congress that Michelle met 
her current bridge partner Philip Beale. they 
started playing together regularly and formed 
a successful partnership.

Michelle says bridge became a passion 
from the moment she learnt to play. 

“My kids would hear me on the phone 
discussing bridge and say it sounded like 
a foreign language. I read bridge books, I 

played online and I worked at getting better 
every day”.  

When Covid struck, Michelle was only 25 
A points away from becoming a Grandmaster 
but then all major tournaments shut down. 

“It took me two years of limited tournament 
play to earn the last few points I needed.

Michelle has been an active participant in 
the Gisborne club since she joined. She has 
been on the committee, has held many senior 
roles and she has been heavily involved in 
teaching bridge. In 2019 she was awarded life 
membership of the club.

Michelle says she is proud to be a member 
of the Gisborne Bridge Club and has been 

proud to represent them nationally. 
“I would encourage more Gisborne players 

to play tournament bridge — it certainly 
improves your game. 

“I would also encourage anyone who loves 
cards to learn bridge. It involves lifelong 
learning, it is challenging and it is social. But 
don’t expect it to be easy. 

“I believe to get good at anything you have 
to apply yourself and bridge is no different”.

■  Michelle and Phil won the Gisborne 5A 
tournament last weekend. Second place went 
to a pair from Rotorua, and third place was 
another Gisborne pair, eileen Lee and Robyn 
Cheyne.

Top player comes up trumps

NOT EASY: Bridge Grandmaster Michelle England learned to play the game in 
Gisborne and loved it so much she has gone on to teach it to many others, at the 
same time travelling to tournaments around the country to earn the points needed 
to gain her Grandmaster certificate.  Picture by Paul Rickard 

McCLUTCHIE,
George William
(G.MAC). — George
passed away early
morning of 25.5.2022
peacefully surrounded
by his whanau at home.
Devoted husband of
Anne (Ma) McClutchie
(nee Raroa). Son of
Rosie and Henry
Houkamau McClutchie
(dec). Loving brother of
Rea and Bear Koia
(dec), Dick (Huna)
(dec), David (dec), Jim,
Violet, Joan (dec),
Lorraine (dec),
Crawford (dec), John,
Carol, Frances
(Blondie), Sid, Leone,
Georgina and Joseph
(dec). Beloved father of
William, Christina,
George (Tyni) and
Frances, Gwenda
(Gwenie Gwen) and
Merritt, Warrick and
Ronnie, Barbara (Babz)
and Rob, Haz and Lil,
Reg and Jamie.
   Much loved uncle
and grandfather of all
his nieces and nephews,
mokopuna, mokopuna
tuarua and tuatoru.
   George will be lying
at Hauiti Marae,
Thursday, 26 May,
arriving at 10am. Nehu
is Friday 27 May, 11am
and then he will be
returned to Gisborne
where he will be
cremated.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

PAVARNO, Rowland.
— Passed away
Tuesday, 24th May
2022 in his 77th year.
Dearly loved husband
of Christine and dearly
loved father of Matthew
and Natalie. Treasured
poppa of Kayla and
Braxton.
Rowlie will be at home

until 10.30am Sunday
29th May for those
wishing to pay their
respects.
- Evans Funeral
Services Ltd. FDANZ
www.evansfuneral.co.nz

NGAIRE ISAACS
NGARANGIONE

15 years
Love you Mum

Wayne
MARE JAMES

HODGES
22.5.50 - 25.5.2019
Carried in the hearts

and cherished memories
of Matt, Francine, Mila,

Lily & Evie.
Love lives on.

FAMILY NOTICES

Deaths

Deaths

In Memoriam

by Murray Robertson

WORK has started to rejuvenate 
Neighbourhood Support in 
Gisborne and police and new 
co-ordinators believe it will attract 
plenty of community backing.

The Neighbourhood Support 
concept has been idle for the past 
three years in the district.

However, police have started to 
reconnect with communities to 
revitalise the support groups.

The first community barbecue 
to bring a neighbourhood together 
will be held next week.

“Police have obtained the 
voluntary services of John Gartside, 
who has moved to Gisborne from 
Auckland where he co-ordinated 
Neighbourhood Support in 
the inner city for five years,” 
community policing team leader 
Sergeant Isaac Ngatai said.     

“We have also obtained the 
voluntary services of Noel Dunn, 
who was an original member of 
Gisborne Neighbourhood Watch 
back in 1970.

“Both men will be valuable as we 
look to re-establish NSGs across 
the city and district.”

Sgt Ngatai said police believed a 
well-connected community helped 
to improve the safety, resilience and 

wellbeing of all residents.
“Being part of a group is a great 

way to get to know people who live 
around you.

“People who join an NSG 
receive emails and alerts to keep 
them up-to-date with news from 
our community partners, and gain 
tips to improve the safety of their 
households and neighbourhood.”

Sgt Ngatai said it was about 
residents working together to 

support each other to solve 
local issues and make their 
neighbourhood safer and more 
welcoming.

“With higher numbers of 
community crime incidents like 
motor vehicle theft, it would be 
great to have those extra eyes and 
ears in our community.”

The NSG concept has been tried 
in Gisborne at various times for 
many years.

“This time we’re got two 
voluntary co-ordinators,” he said. 
“In the past the co-ordination has 
mainly been done by police and on 
many occasions police got absorbed 
in their other work.

“With John and Noel we 
have two experienced men 
on a voluntary basis giving of 
their time and energy, so we’re 
confident together we can get 
Neighbourhood Support groups up 

and running again.”
Mr Gartside said his group 

in Auckland was getting about 
a thousand calls a week from 
residents wanting to join.

“I’m hopeful we can get the same 
sort of response here in Gisborne.”

Mr Dunn wants to see a 
lot more groups involved than 
previously.

“It’s about residents being active, 
looking after each other and 
showing an interest in what’s going 
on in their neighbourhoods.”

Mr Gartside has gone door-to-
door in his area of Gisborne. Out 
of a dozen residents only one did 
not want to join a support group, 
he said.

“I will be identifying the most 
crime-prone streets in the city. 
Initially the residents there will 
receive a letter drop outlining what 
is proposed, we will define the 
level of interest and then hold a 
community barbecue to establish a 
support group.”

Sgt Ngatai said from a police 
point of view, Neighbourhood 
Support worked.

“But there needs to be follow-up 
and support, and that’s where John 
and Noel come in.”

Long-time Gisborne police 
officer Senior Constable Russell 
Holmes said many people were 
working from home these days and 
that would add to the effectiveness 
of the NSGs.

“That’s the new normal because 
of Covid and it looks like it will 
carry on.

“This whole NSG concept is 
about people buying into their own 
neighbourhoods, and we hope lots 
of people will do so.”

Neighbours working together

REJUVENATINg NEIghboURhood sUppoRT: Moves have started to bring back Neighbourhood Support 
in Gisborne and police have taken on two experienced voluntary co-ordinators to get it up and running 
properly again after several years in limbo. Coordinators John Gartside and Noel Dunn met with police 
yesterday. From left are constables Alexa Coleman and Cody Latta, Mr Gartside, Senior Constable Russell 
Holmes, Mr Dunn, Sergeant Isaac Ngatai and Constable Rangi Kingi.   Picture by Liam Clayton     

Looking to 
re-establish 
support group 
network
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Change is afoot on the harris 
St-Wainui Road corner with a 
major rebuild of the Four Square 
Ideal supermarket. 

The old premises have been 
demolished but in the meantime, 
a temporary pop-up store is 
operating at the back of the store 
with customer entry via harris 
Street. 

The new-look store  will open 

in October.
 “We’re grateful for customers’ 

patience and support as we 
undertake a major rebuild of 
the store,” owner-operator Sam 
Wanklyn said.

“When the build is finished 
there will be so many new things 
on offer and we’re looking 
forward to showing them off to 
customers at the end of the year.”

 The store will be rebuilt to the 
latest Four Square design and will 
include an in-store butchery and 
bakery, kiosk catering to all meals 
of the day, larger shop floor, soft-
serve ice-cream, six checkouts 
including self-service, and a 
community notice board.

 The works are being done 
locally, with the main contractor, 
Fitout Solution, using local trades 

for 80 percent of the project.
 “Four Square has a 

commitment to be here for new 
Zealand and supporting our local 
communities to thrive,” said a 
Four Square spokesman. 

The new store has been 
designed for the gisborne 
community and will continue 
to be run by Sam and Victoria 
Wanklyn.

RE-BUILD: The Four Square store on Wainui Road has been demolished but it’s business as usual, until the new store is 
built, from a pop-up shop behind, with customer entry from Harris St. 

Picture by Ben Cowper

New look for corner dairy site 

THE man at the centre of a sexual 
violence trial has told a jury how he and his 
former partner were in a bitter dispute over 
division of their relationship property and 
that she wanted it all.

He denies assaulting her. 
Detectives and the officer in charge gave 

evidence on the third day of the jury trial 
of a 38-year-old man accused of raping, 
and sexually and physically assaulting his 
ex-partner.

Judge Warren Cathcart is presiding. 
After cross-examination of the 

complainant by defence counsel Scott 
Jefferson, Crown prosecutor Lara Marshall 
asked the complainant about gifts and 
payments from the accused. 

“I would have preferred child support 
payments instead of gifts,” she replied.

Crown prosecutor Clayton Walker, who 
is assisting Ms Marshall, read the rest of an 
agreed summary of facts as evidence. This  
included a medical examination report, 
forensic report of specimens collected at the 
house and cellphone data.

In a medical report dated January 28, 
2021, the doctor noted the complainant had 
bruising on her right cheek, and on both 
sides of her neck. The left side bruising 
showed signs of being caused by suction or 
traction to the skin.

The complainant had told the doctor 
about tenderness in her vagina.

Mr Walker told the jury consensual or 
non-consensual sex could occur with or 
without the injury. Consent could not be 
determined medically.

Forensic specimens were collected from 
the complainant’s bed, and her body, which 

were sent to ESR.  The accused’s DNA was 
found from a blood stain on the bed sheet.

Some specimens had insufficient DNA. 
Police examined cellphone data from 

January 2021, which showed text messages 
and call logs. 

A detective sergeant who worked in 
Adult Sexual Harm and Child Protection 
Team told the court when he was informed 
of the serious harm matter, he along with 
other officers drove past the house to check 
if the accused was there.

When the man’s vehicle was not there 
they started making inquiries in the wider 
suburb. 

The vehicle was later located a few blocks 
away. Information came that the man was 
seen driving another vehicle in Gisborne.

The witness sent a text to the accused 
explaining who he was and asking him to 
come to the station to sort out the matter. 
There was no reply. 

That afternoon, the officer received a 
call back. The accused said “the sex was 
consensual” and that she was “playing 
games”. He said it was “all over the house”.

The man refused to have a discussion 
because he said he would “get locked up in 
remand”. 

The officer said his main concern was 
the accused’s safety and to get his version of 
events in respect of allegations.

A detective from the Adult Sexual Harm 
Team in Hastings told the court he was 
made aware that a person of interest was at 
the station.

The officer told the man he was probably 
being arrested for a breach of protection 
order.

The accused told the officer it never 
happened. The woman had invited him to 
the house.

The accused did not make a statement. 
He said he had already given that to his.
lawyer.

The officer in charge of the case told 
the court she took possession of the 
complainant’s phone for examination of the 
material on it. 

The woman would regularly update the 
officer about the man’s messages. One 
message of concern on February 9 which 
said the accused was on the run.

Next message of concern was on 
February 26. The man threatened to take 
his life. 

She told the court she decided which text 
messages and call datas would be in the 
booklet produced as an exhibit.

She did not use all the text messages 
and call data from the entirety of the 
relationship because she believed the data 
submitted to court encapsulated the dates 
leading up to the day of the incident/
offence. 

She was the one who transcribed the 
audio the complainant had made of the 
night, she had listened to the recording 
six or seven times with high definition 
headphones to come up with the final 
version which was submitted to court.

“Hand on heart that is what I heard,” the 
witness said.

The accused, giving evidence in his 
defence, told the court that the woman kept 
asking to “borrow money” from him and 
“ask for stuff ”.

“Of she wanted something she would 

text me and ask for it. Ever since we broke 
up, even when we were together, if she 
wanted something she would call me and 
get me to pay.”

He said he also made other payments to 
her such as regular vehicle payments and 
bills. 

The reason why he was unable to send 
child support payments regularly was 
because he was incarcerated for a period of 
time due to the previous matters.

He was a business owner and received 
income at the end of the year. 

“I don’t have wages”.
“She gets child support in a lump sum or 

at the end of the year.”
He told the court on the evening of the 

alleged offending he came to the house 
because his property lawyer had informed 
him that the woman was going to talk to 
her lawyer about the relationship property 
split the next day.

Emails from the man and woman’s lawyer 
were produced as a defence exhibit.

He said he only wanted his hard earned 
money that’s why he kept asking the 
woman to split the property and get it done 
with.

During the day of January 27, he had 
come to the house to drop the children 
to their mother. The pair had a verbal 
exchange about the property dispute again.

“She said she would do whatever it takes 
to keep the relationship property. I had 
even said to her once, ‘you are pure evil’ and 
she replied ‘yes I am’. 

“I was upset I brought the kids back. I 
jumped in my car and left.”
(Proceeding)

Former partner ‘wanted it all’

The driver of a car that left the Whatatutu 
Road yesterday afternoon and struck a power 
pole was fortunate to escape significant injury.

It happened at around 3pm, with police and St 
John ambulance called to the scene.

 “The pole snapped off and the lines stayed in 
the air,” an emergency services spokesman said.

“Quite amazingly the man in his 40s wasn’t 
hurt.

“he was checked over at the scene by an 
ambulance crew but he was OK, and did not need 
to go to hospital.”

earlier yesterday a woman was taken to 
gisborne hospital after the people-mover vehicle 
she was in left the road and rolled at Makaraka.

The crash happened in Bloomfield Road just 
before 7am.

“The 26-year-old woman sustained some 
minor injuries,” a St John ambulance officer who 
attended said.

Car leaves road, 
hits power pole

POLICe were called to Peel Street in the CBD 
at around 2.15pm yesterday afternoon after 
reports up to eight people were fighting.

a police spokeswoman said the disorder 
incident appeared to have involved people who 
were known to each other.

One of the combatants was issued with a 
Police Safety Order (PSO).

PSOs are issued by the police to protect 
victims and their families, to give them time to 
make decisions about their ongoing safety, and 
access support.

During the length of the PSO, the person 
served the order (the bound person) cannot 
assault, harass, threaten, stalk or intimidate the 
protected person, or go near any land or building 
that they occupy, even if they have a legal or 
equitable interest in the land or building.

The bound person cannot contact the 
protected person by any means, including 
through a third party.

Safety order 
after fight in 
Peel Street
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Truck plunges down bank
CHRISTCHURCH — A road in Canterbury was 

closed for several hours yesterday after a truck 
plunged 15m down a bank.

Police arrived at West Coast Road in Castle Hill 
shortly after 5am to find the truck had run off the 
road and had come to a stop among trees on the 
embankment.

“Fortunately, the driver was uninjured,” a police 
spokesperson said. — NZ Herald

Body found in Grafton
AUCKLAND — Police are investigating after 

a person was found dead in central Auckland 
overnight.

Emergency services and police were called 
to the scene after reports that a body had been 
found in the middle of St Martins Lane in Grafton.

It is understood police attended the scene at 
about 1am.

The circumstances of the person’s death are not 
yet known.

A witness said police had taped a section of the 
lane off.

Several officers and police cars could be seen 
on the street and an ambulance was parked on 
the kerb.

Police have been approached for more 
information. — NZ Herald

Watson to challenge evidence
AUCKLAND — Scott Watson can challenge 

crucial eyewitness evidence that placed him with 
Ben Smart and Olivia Hope in the Marlborough 
Sounds on the night he is alleged to have 
murdered them.

The former Picton boatbuilder is serving a life 
sentence, which came with a minimum non-parole 
period of 17 years, for the 1998 murders of Smart, 
21, and 17-year-old Hope.

Watson has always denied killing, or even 
ever meeting, Hope and Smart after New Year’s 
celebrations in a Marlborough Sounds holiday 
hideaway.

Now aged 50, he has spent 24 years behind 
bars, having been denied parole four times, and 
is currently preparing his last chance to overturn 
convictions.

Yesterday, the Court of Appeal released a 
judgement which allows a photo montage to be 
included for the first time in the appeal grounds.

A crucial part of the Crown case against Watson 
was his identification by the late Guy Wallace, the 
water-taxi driver who transported Smart, Hope, 
and another man that night to a mystery yacht.

Wallace had identified Watson via a 
photographic montage during the police 
investigation.

Although he rejected the proposition that 
Watson was the “third man” in evidence, he 
maintained that the person shown in photograph 
3 of the montage, which was a photo of Watson, 
was the man he had transported. — NZ Herald

Cameras rolled out on boats
WELLINGTON — Cameras will be installed on up 

to 300 commercial fishing vessels from August. 
The roll-out, costing $6 million over four 

years, aims to provide independent, accurate 
information about fishing activity. 

Trawl and set net vessels operating off the West 
Coast of the North Island would receive the first 
cameras and were expected to be transmitting 
footage to Fisheries New Zealand from November 
30. — NZ Herald

Man fined over snake death
PALMERSTON NORTH — A Palmerston North 

man has been ordered to pay $500 to Save the 
Kiwi for taking a venomous sea snake out of the 
water. 

The yellow-bellied reptile died after 45 minutes 
out of the water when he took it from Tangimoana 
Beach in Manawatu in April 2021. 

DoC is seeking to remove a video of the  
snake from TikTok, which first alerted them to its 
death. — NZ Herald

Deployment extended
WELLINGTON — New Zealand is extending 

its Defence Force deployment to the Solomon 
Islands for another year. 

It comes at a time concerns are growing over 
China’s influence in the Pacific. 

Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta says she has 
discussed the depth of our co-operation with her 
Solomons counterpart on Zoom. 

She says the partnership promotes peace 
and New Zealand is committed to weathering 
profound challenges facing the Solomon  
Islands. — NZ Herald

by Claire Trevett, NZ Herald

NEW YORK — Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern has met with senior US politicians 
and outlined gun-law changes in New 
Zealand after her visit coincided with one 
of the worst mass killings of children in 
American history.

But whether Ardern is able to discuss 
the same matters directly with the most 
powerful person in the world is still up in 
the air. Asked whether a meeting had been 
organised with US President Joe Biden, she 
was coy, saying she would give an update 
when they had one.

There is still optimism from New 
Zealand that the meeting will take place.

A visit to the White House and a 
meeting with Biden would extend her trip 
by two days — but would break a long 
eight-year gap in between White House 
fixtures for New Zealand leaders.

A Biden meeting would come at a critical 
time as the US President tries to reassert 
US influence in the Indo-Pacific to counter 
China’s influence. Biden has just visited 
Korea and Japan to promote the Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework as the main 
US-led initiative.

Ardern said she would say in private to 
Biden what she had said publicly about her 
wish for the US to join the CPTPP rather 
than consider its Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework an alternative.

There has been plenty of interest in 
Ardern in the US because of the gun 
reforms in New Zealand after the 2019 
mosque attacks.

Ardern’s morning was spent in 
Washington DC meeting US Senators, 
including Republican Mitt Romney and 
Democrats Amy Klobuchar, Rick Larsen, 
Mark Warner and Jon Ossoff.

Ossoff is the youngest senator, aged 35, 
and has family links to New Zealand.

The Democrat Senator started his 
meeting with her by saying he strongly 
believed the US needed reforms, while 
Republican Romney said he supported the 
red flag proposals that had been adopted in 
some states.

However, they also pointed out that the 
situation in the US is much different to 
New Zealand.

When asked by media if the US should 
change its gun reforms, Ardern was cautious 
about making a statement about a different 
country’s stance on such an issue.

“New Zealand had its own horrific 
experience and we made changes as 
a result,” she said, acknowledging the 
devastating March 15 mosque shootings.

Ardern said she had explained how the 
gun reforms in New Zealand had been able 
to happen after the horrific mosque attacks.

“Change is possible,” she said.
She said a number of senators had raised 

her speech at Harvard University that she is 
due to give.

When asked if she would be making any 
changes to her speech, given the devastating 
deadly shooting at a Texas primary school, 
she acknowledged that was the case but 
would not exactly say what was in the 
speech.

In New York yesterday, she got high-
powered backing in that call from Myron 
Brilliant, the executive vice president of 
the US Chamber of Commerce. After 
a meeting with Ardern, he said the US 
needed to “show up” in the Asia-Pacific 
region, and should join the trade pact which 
Donald Trump had pulled the US out of in 
2017.

“We should be part of a trade pact that 
the United States helped launch.

“She should definitely be pushing it. 
She should absolutely be encouraging the 
President of the United States to recognise 
what countries like New Zealand and 
Australia and Singapore and Japan are 
telling our President, which is that the 
United States needs to be in the region. 

“Its presence needs to be there, not just 
as a counterweight to China but in terms of 
advancing our geopolitical strategic interests 
in the most dynamic and vibrant region in 
the world.”

Ardern’s day in New York wound up with 
an extended interview on the Late Show 
with Stephen Colbert, on which Ardern 

ticked off her goal of promoting New 
Zealand as a tourist destination now the 
borders had reopened.

Ahead of her trip, Ardern had said she 
would be “shameless” in taking the chance 
to promote New Zealand — and she went 
to the extent of inviting Colbert to her 
wedding in an “invitation” written on to 
an advertisement for Air New Zealand’s 
new direct flights between New York and 
Auckland.

The interview started on a sombre note 
after news of the tragic shooting at a school 
in Texas broke just before filming began.

At least 19 children and two adults were 
killed in that shooting and Colbert, who 
has taken aim at US politicians for their 
failure to act on gun reform on his show in 
the past, began by asking Ardern about it 
after New Zealand’s own experience with 
the Christchurch mosque attacks in 2019.

Ardern said New Zealand had gone 
through those attacks. “But when I watch 
from afar and see events such as this today, 
it’s not as a politician. I see them just as 
a mother and I’m so sorry for what has 
happened here.”

Ardern will travel to Boston after today’s 
DC meetings where she will deliver the 
Commencement Address to Harvard 
University graduates.

Ardern’s handling of the Christchurch 
mosque attacks was one of the reasons 
Harvard University had given for inviting 
her to speak. She will be the first New 
Zealander to give the address.

‘Change is possible’

promoting nz: Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern appearing on The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert during her visit to New York.  Picture supplied by CBS

Ardern meets with US lawmakers over gun reforms

by Michael Neilson, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — A long-awaited helping hand 
for shop owners hit hard by ram raids has been 
announced this morning.

The Government has detailed support for 
businesses after a recent spate of burglaries 
involving vehicles being driven through 
storefronts, many involving young people.

Minister of Police Poto Williams said the 
support, which features $6 million from the 
Proceeds of Crime Fund, will see investment in 
a crime prevention programme to be managed 
by police which will include solutions such as 
installing bollards or other protection structures.

“We have heard the concerns of the small 
businesses being targeted by ram raids and 
other offending,” Williams said.

“While there has been a significant reduction 
in youth offending over the past decade, there 
has also been a recent spike in ram raids and 
related offending which we urgently need to 
address.

“This funding will 
enable police to work 
closely with vulnerable 
retailers to identify 
effective and practical 
solutions based on the 
particular features of 
each location.

“Police will also look 
at the range of crime 
and security risks 
each small retailer may 
face, and other options 
such as fog cannons, 
security alarms or 
screens may be considered.”

Police will establish and manage the 
programme of funding for small retailer crime 
prevention, with work beginning in Auckland and 
expanding if required.

“Alongside the obviously physical damage, 
ram raids can have serious mental health and 
wellbeing impacts on business owners, their 

families and staff, and these measures help 
prevent that,” Williams said.

It is likely to take a similar approach to the 
subsidised fog cannons rolled out to retail 
outlets two years ago.

It adds to the Government’s investment in 
police, to which Budget 2022 added over $562 
million over four years.

“Money and assets forfeited under the 
Criminal Proceeds (Recovery) Act 2009 go into 
the Proceeds of Crime Fund. This is exactly 
what the fund was designed for, to rectify the 
significant harm such criminal activities cause,” 
Justice Minister Kris Faafoi said.

Parnell Business Association general 
manager Cheryl Adamson told Newstalk ZB’s 
Mike Hosking that she would welcome any 
government initiative that tackled retail crime.

“We have been nagging for this for almost 18 
months ,” she said.

She hoped that the package announced would 
be straightforward and easy for retailers to apply 
for.

Govt announces support plan to thwart ram raiders

POTO WILLIAMS
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by George Block and  
Tom Dillane, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — A senior 
Killer Beez gang member who 
allegedly turned up armed at a 
rugby league practice to threaten 
a rival is believed to have sparked 
the brazen spate of shootings 
in Auckland, The New Zealand 
Herald can reveal.

The latest in a series of tit-for-
tat attacks between the Tribesmen 
and Killer Beez has seen the 
homes of innocent residents 
peppered with bullets as parts of 
the city were gripped by fear.

There have been at least 12 
incidents linked to the conflict 
across Auckland since the 
weekend. 

Last night police were called 
to an address on Vina Place in 
Massey after reports of a gunshot. 
No injuries had been reported, a 
spokesperson said, and it wasn’t 
immediately clear if the incident 
was related 
to the 
recent 
spate of 
shootings. 

Police 
said it was 
only a 
matter of time before someone was 
seriously injured or killed.

Superintendent Jill Rogers, 
the Counties Manukau District 
Commander, said yesterday the 
source of the dramatic escalation 
in tensions between the two gangs 
was part of their investigation.

However, a little over two hours 
after her briefing to media, a man 
appeared in the Auckland District 
Court whose actions were believed 
to be the cause of the week’s 
drive-by shootings between the 
previously allied gangs.

The senior Killer Beez member 
faces a range of serious charges, 
but court documents show they 
were unrelated to the rugby league 
practice incident. He did not seek 
bail.

The New Zealand Herald 
understands the man went to the 
practice session at an Auckland 
sports ground last week to 
allegedly threaten a Tribesmen 
member while wielding a firearm.

That alleged incident set in 
motion the series of shootings in 
South and West Auckland, and in 
the Far North town of Kaikohe, 
The New Zealand Herald 

understands.
The Killer Beez began about two 

decades ago as a youth feeder street 
gang for the Tribesmen in Otara, 
but relations between the groups 
soured as the Killer Beez gained 
power and influence.

Five of the homes targeted by 
drive-bys on Tuesday night have 
in the past had links to gangs, but 
two other properties had no known 
connections, Rogers said, adding 
that high-powered rifles were used.

Rogers urged the public to come 
forward with any information 
about any other incidents.

“The risk that these escalating 
incidents pose is enormous,” she 
said.

Local communities would see 
an increased police presence in the 
coming days.

A witness told The New 
Zealand Herald one victim of a 
drive-by shooting could be heard 
screaming, “f***, my kids are here” 
as his Flat Bush house was sprayed 

with bullets 
during 
one of the 
attacks.

An 
innocent 
resident 
near the 

house on Glen Osborne Terrace, 
targeted on Tuesday night, also 
found a bullet case in the walk-in 
wardrobe of his bedroom following 
the shooting just before 7pm. It 
was one of four shootings in South 
Auckland within an hour.

Resident Jimmy Tamaki said he 
was watching the news when the 
shooting occurred.

“I heard it last night but it wasn’t 
until this morning that I realised 
it (the bullet) went into our place,” 
Tamaki said. “I thought it was 
fireworks.

“There’s three of us in here. It’s 
eye-opening. Just caught in the 
crossfire, (it’s) too close to home. 
It literally hit my house. I think 
there’s some bullet holes in the 
fence as well.”

Seventy-eight-year-old great-
grandmother Dawn King lives 
close to Tamaki and said she knew 
the father of the young family who 
lived in the house that was targeted 
in the attack.

King said three cars were 
involved in the attack on Tuesday 
night. She phoned police because 
she thought someone had been 
shot.

“Because they were firing at the 
houses I thought they might have 
killed some kid or something.”

King, who has lived in the street 
for 12 years, claims the same house 
on Glen Osborne Terrace was also 
shot at over the weekend.

“I was out there by the back 
door of the garage and I heard the 
shooting so I thought, ‘I’m not 
going to go out there and let them 
see me’,” she said.

“I climbed on the bunk bed and 
I was watching. 

“(The father) came out of the 
house as soon as the shooting 
happened. He was saying ‘f***, my 

kids are here’.”
A woman, who asked not to be 

identified, said she took cover as 
shots echoed down a driveway on 
Rathgar Road in Henderson.

She said she was watching a 
movie when four bangs rang out at 
about 11.20pm on Tuesday.

“I thought it was a firework or 
something because (a shooting) 
has never happened here,” she said, 
standing beside her six-year-old 
daughter.

Her partner, however, quickly 
realised it might be more serious 
and urged her to take precautions, 
including keeping the lights off.

“He just told me to stay in the 
room because we didn’t know what 
had happened,” she said.

“My partner said that he saw 
someone walking on the driveway 
when he tried to look.” 

No arrests have been made in 
relation to the incidents, police 
confirmed.

Caught in the crossfire

‘
 The risk that these escalating 

incidents pose is enormous 
’  —Superintendent Jill Rogers

Police fear it is only a matter of time before someone injured or killed 

Spate of ShootingS: An 
armed police officer outside a 
house in Papatoetoe after a drive-
by shooting on Tuesday night. 
There have been 12 incidents 
across Auckland linked to a threat 
from a gang member. Below, 
the window of a house at Caspar 
Road, Papatoetoe, was left riddled 
with bullet holes after one of five 
suspected drive-by shootings in 
Auckland on Tuesday night. 
� NZ Herald pictures
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military involvement: New Zealand entering the Ukraine invasion without public 
consultation could have negative consequences for the nation, a former Labour politician 
says.  AP picture

by Michael Hall, RNZ

WELLINGTON — A former senior Labour 
Party member says New Zealand has effectively 
gone to war without consulting the public by 
joining Nato’s efforts to defeat Russia’s military 
objectives in Ukraine.

Mike Smith, who served as general-secretary 
of the party from 2001-2009, told RNZ the 
Government was helping to put back a negotiated 
peace settlement indefinitely by sending Defence 
Force personnel and resources to Europe as 
confrontation between Russia and the Western 
military alliance continues to escalate.

Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, 
claiming its “special military operation” would 
remove anti-Russian neo-Nazi elements 
entrenched in Kyiv’s institutions of state and 
protect Russian-speaking populations in the 
breakaway republics of Donetsk and Luhansk 
after eight years of civil war. It wants a security 
guarantee its neighbour won’t join Nato, which it 
views as a hostile threat to its borders.

Smith fears New Zealand could now find 
itself “on the wrong side of history” by helping 
prolong a conflict in the interests of waning US 
hegemony while risking its own interests in the 
Asia-Pacific region, and increasing the risks of a 
nuclear war.

New Zealand is also inadvertently helping 
to arm neo-Nazi militias and far-right groups in 
Ukraine with modern weapons, which could be 
used elsewhere, he said.

Former minister in Helen Clark’s Labour 
government, Matt Robson, echoed his concerns, 
and called for an informed debate in Parliament 
over the country’s increasing involvement in the 
conflict.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern on Monday 
announced 30 more New Zealand soldiers 
were being sent to the UK to train about 230 
Ukrainians to use the L119 light artillery gun.

NZDF personnel had already been deployed 
to the United Kingdom and Europe to provide 
intelligence, liaison, transportation and logistics 
backing to Nato’s support of Ukraine.

New Zealand has given the UK $15.7 million 
to purchase military equipment for Ukraine 
and commercial satellite access for Ukrainian 
Defence Intelligence. The Government has 
also targeted Russia with sanctions and has 
established an across-agencies Russia Sanctions 
Unit.

The country’s military involvement had not 
been debated in Parliament and the Cabinet’s use 
of discretionary powers was of major concern, 

Smith said.
The US-led Nato alliance was now in a proxy 

war with Russia in Ukraine and New Zealand’s 
involvement had huge implications, he added.

“My expectation is that the analysts that we 
have supplied are using intel from the spy planes 
that are flying around Ukraine and from satellites 
to provide targeting information to the Ukraine 
forces. 

“We have made those decisions without any 
procedure as to how they would be authorised.

“We should not just be able to enter into war at 
the whim of the Government of the day.

“The present situation is disastrous because it 
has removed any chance of a negotiated peaceful 
settlement and any chance of a continued 
independent policy.”

New Zealand’s military intervention aligned it 
closer to US foreign policy, which did not bode 
well as tensions between China and the US 
increased in the Indo-Pacific, Smith said.

US President Joe Biden finished a seven-day 
visit to the region this week, meeting leaders of 
Quad nations India, Japan and Australia, where 
discussions were held on cooperation and ways 
of containing China’s power and influence.

China has accused the US of helping to create 
the crisis in Ukraine, ignoring Russia’s security 
concerns after Nato expanded to eastern Europe, 
and of immorally “adding fuel to the fire while 
blaming others”.

New Zealand’s military response had signalled 
to China and others wanting to see a multipolar 
world under the United Nations that New Zealand 
backed a unipolar world, one where the US 
continued to write a rules-based world order in 
its own interests, Smith said.

The position risked having serious 
consequences for New Zealand-China relations 
and the economy, he added.

“We’re being very stupid because we’re betting 
on the wrong team. That’s my worry. We didn’t 
have to do that. 

“We were doing well with a free-trade 
agreement with China. We had good relations 
and that’s all being thrown away. We’re still 
heavily dependent on China economically and we 
are much more vulnerable than we realise.

“We have sanctioned Russia, so as far as 
Russia is concerned, we are an ‘unfriendly 
country’. They’re close allies with the Chinese, 
who are concerned about where we are going to 
fit in with this.

“My personal view is the centre of the world is 
shifting to Asia . . . so we should be focused on 
that.”

NZ entering 
Ukraine war 
‘on a whim’ 
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CHRISTCHURCH — A remote-operated 
digger started work on Christ Church 
Cathedral, Christchurch, yesterday, removing 
rubble from the historic building, which project 
managers are describing as a world first.

Work is ongoing to restore the historic 
building after it was significantly damaged 
during the Canterbury earthquakes in 2011.

Project manager Farran Inglis said it was an 
important step for the ongoing clean up.

“It is a really exciting day for us because 
we are actually inside the building and our 
operator is completely remote inside the 
middle of the building, pulling out the rubble 
which has been in there for a number of 
years.”

The digger and digger driver are supplied by 
earthmoving firm Protranz.

Protranz commercial manager Simon 
Gaynor said the firm had used remote-operated 
diggers in other spots around Christchurch, 
including when demolishing homes on 
earthquake-damaged cliff faces.

It was the first time they were aware of 
of a remote digger being used in a heritage 
building, he said.

“We are clearing out all the debris that 
collapsed during the earthquakes and has 
been sitting for 10-plus years.

“Since then there have been a lot of 
pigeons, and a lot of pigeon guano in there, 
and obviously the structure is still unsafe.

“We worked with CCRL (Christchurch 
Cathedral Rebuild Limited) to come up with a 
solution to limit people’s exposure (to) guano.”

Protranz excavator operator Vaughan Breen 
operates the remote digger from a small 
operations office near the Cathedral site.

He is tasked with both the removal of the 
rubble, and heritage items of note, including 
bibles and significant masonry.

Inglis said access to the interior was 
significant and could unearth items of note.

“There could still be a couple of discoveries 
in there,” he said.

“There’s an unknown element of the interior, 
which we need to get in there to have a look at.

“We have flown drones through, we have 
assessed the building and assessed the 
structure but we do need to get inside.”

The remote digger has been developed by 
Protranz Earthmoving, in collaboration with 
engineering outfit Aurecon.

Aurecon digital solution developer Simon 
Yorke said the firms had worked together 
using excavators on cliff faces and using 
drone technology.

The work is expected to run for the next six 
weeks and is the final stage of stabilising the 
cathedral.

Restoration is expected to be completed by 
the end of 2027. — RNZ

Work begins in historic Christchurch cathedral

restoration under way: A remote-controlled digger is being used to clear debris 
inside the Christ Church Cathedral.  Picture supplied

by Julia Gabel, NZ Herald

WELLINGTON — The detection of a 
new variant of Omicron in the community 
is a reminder the Covid-19 pandemic is far 
from over, one expert says.

Health officials reported the first 
community case of the subvariant BA.2.12.1 
yesterday in Hawke’s Bay with no clear link 
to the border.

Twenty-nine imported cases, also known 
as border-related cases, have been reported 
since April so the leaking of this latest 
Omicron descendant into the community 
was not unexpected, the Ministry of Health 
said.

It announced 8150 new community cases 
of Covid-19 yesterday, 368 cases in hospital 
including 11 in intensive care, and a further 
11 virus-related deaths, including a child 
aged under 10.

Dr David Welch, senior lecturer at the 
University of Auckland’s school of computer 
science, said the new subvariant in the 
community is not a cause for panic but a 
reminder the pandemic was not over and 
should be taken seriously.

“It’s not a game-changer. It is not like we 
are going to get a massive peak (in cases) 
because of it.”

BA.2.12.1 has become the dominant 

variant in the United States, making up 
around 58 percent of new cases between 
May 15 and 21, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

The New York Times said the subvariant, 
a form of BA.2, spreads more rapidly than 
previous versions of Omicron but there is no 
indication it caused more severe disease than 
earlier forms.

The vast majority of recently sequenced 
cases in New 
Zealand continue 
to be the Omicron 
BA.2 subvariant.

A weekly 
report from the 
World Health 
Organisation 
published on May 
18 said BA.4, BA.5 
and BA.2.12.1 had become more prevalent 
in the countries they were first detected 
— South Africa and the US, respectively — 
and spread to other countries.

As of May 18, BA.4 had been detected 
in 20 countries, BA.5 in 19 countries 
and BA.2.12.1 had been detected in 38 
countries.

University of Otago evolutionary 
virologist Dr Jemma Geoghegan said 
BA.2.12.1 had around a 10 percent “growth 

advantage” over B.A.2, which meant it could 
infect people more efficiently.

Anything with a growth advantage could 
be expected to replace previous variants 
circulating in the community and could 
lead to an increase in cases. However, we 
were still learning about how much immune 
protection New Zealand had as a population 
that experienced a big BA.2 wave and how 
long that protection would last.

Welch said the 
new subvariant was 
expected to become 
the dominant 
variant within, 
perhaps, a few 
months.

“(It probably 
has) a similar 
sort of growth 

advantage that BA.2 had over B.A1. That’s 
a lot less than the difference between Delta 
and Omicron, for example.”

Welch noted New Zealand was in a 
different situation from other countries in 
that we had a large BA.2 outbreak while 
many other countries didn’t and BA.2 
could provide New Zealanders with better 
immune protection against the latest variant.

The best thing people could do was get 
themselves and their children vaccinated and 

boosted when possible, wear masks and test 
if they had symptoms, he said.

“It’s not (a) panic station. I don’t think 
anyone is going to be calling for a change in 
the alert level or anything like that. But it’s 
another reminder this pandemic is far from 
over and while this disease is here with us, 
we need to take it seriously.”

A child aged under 10 was among the 
people whose Covid-related deaths were 
reported yesterday.

One person was in their 30s, one was in 
their 60s, one in their 70s, three in their 80s, 
and four were aged over 90.

The deaths reported yesterday had 
occurred over the past 10 days apart from 
one person who had died on May 6 and one 
person on April 11.

Additionally, Omicron subvariants 
BA.4 and/or BA.5 have been detected 
in wastewater samples at Rosedale, on 
Auckland’s North Shore, and in Gisborne.

The Ministry of Health confirmed there 
have been no confirmed cases of the two 
variants in the community to date.

However, 16 BA.4 and six BA.5 genomes 
have been detected in border-related cases.

The wastewater detections in Auckland 
and Gisborne could be from border-related 
cases but could also indicate community 
spread, the ministry said.

Variant ‘not a cause for panic’

‘ It’s not a game-changer. It is not 
like we are going to see a massive 
peak in cases because of it ’  —Dr David Welch

The Gisborne Herald • Thursday, May 26, 2022 NATIONAL NEWS  9

Cnr Ormond & Mangapapa 
Roads, Gisborne
Open Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm
Sat 9am-1pm
Ph 06 867 1274
Free Ph 0800 474 276
Free Fax 0800 676 769
A/h 06 867 6011

 Free delivery of prescriptions 

up the coast and within Gisborne, 

Monday-Friday

4
4
8
3
6
-0

8

50% off
on all Thin Lizzy

products
Plus selected cosmetic 

lines including
Karen Murrell and LA Girl



by Jamie Morton, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — Researchers have shared 
early findings of a major study into the 
impacts of long Covid in New Zealand — 
showing that fatigue, pain and depression 
and anxiety are common among sufferers.

Long Covid, a constellation of symptoms 
thought to linger with 10 to 20 percent of 
infections, can affect nearly every organ 
system in our bodies.

But there remains no treatment, diagnostic 
test, or cure.

Māori and Pasifika populations, who have 
been disproportionately affected by  
Covid-19, are expected to be among the 
hardest hit.

For researchers, a key question had been 
whether those reporting symptoms a month 
after infection would likely be suffering 
them three months on.

“We can absolutely say yes,” Victoria 
University epidemiologist Dr Mona Jeffreys, 
who is co-leading a Ministry of Health-
funded study, told an online symposium 
yesterday.

Drawing on data from 373 of around 
1000 people involved in a survey, the 
researchers also found two-thirds of non-
Māori were still suffering symptoms three 
months later.

Common symptoms across the cohort 
included fatigue, brain fog, shortness of 
breath, muscle aches and loss of smell.

Nearly half of all respondents reported 
either moderate, severe or extreme impacts 
on usual activity like work, socialising and 
family responsibilities — while more than 
20 percent of Māori and nearly a third of 

non-Māori reported pain.
About 10 percent and 15 percent of 

Māori and non-Māori, respectively, reported 
impacts on their mobility.

The results also highlighted a significant 
toll on mental health, with nearly a third of 
Māori and non-Māori reporting moderate 
to extreme levels of anxiety and depression.

“We are not talking about this being a 
psychological illness, we are talking about 
the effect on mental health . . . the levels of 
mental distress that are happening in people 
who have underlying symptoms of long 
Covid,” Dr Jeffreys said.

While long-existing health inequities had 
made access to care harder for Māori, the 
results showed that non-Māori sufferers, too, 
were struggling to be heard.

Around three quarters felt they didn’t 
know when their symptoms would end, and 
around half said they didn’t feel understood, 
listened to, or have wrap-around support 
provided or recommended to them.

A third said they asked for help but didn’t 
get support, and a similar proportion either 
weren’t referred to a specialist, or did not 
know who to ask for help or support.

She pointed out people could develop 
the condition without knowing they had 
contracted the virus in the first place.

“We know anecdotally there are people 
who have been told they couldn’t possibly 
have long Covid, because they never had 
that Covid test,” she said.

“That’s a gap in the provision of Covid 
testing. It’s not a gap in diagnosing long 
Covid.”

University of Auckland cellular 
immunologist Dr Anna Brooks told the 

symposium that, with populations becoming 
highly vaccinated, the prevalence of long 
Covid among infected people was moving 
closer to 10 percent.

“However, we don’t know how future 
variants are going to impact that number 
either.

“Scientists are only just scratching the 
surface of what is known about long Covid, 
but it is clear it is more than a respiratory 
disorder.”

She said viral infection could cause 
widespread tissue damage and inflammation, 
leading to multi-system disruption, among 

other effects.
But there was potential to draw on 

what had been learned about myalgic 
encephalomyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrome 
(ME/CFS) — another chronic, complex, 
neuroimmune disease often triggered by 
infection, and which had been medically 
neglected for decades.

“Post-viral illnesses are not new, but we 
desperately need more research.”

Brooks stressed that illnesses like long 
Covid weren’t psychological.

“There are absolutely physiological causes; 
we just don’t have those right tests yet.”

Fatigue, anxiety common 
among Covid long-haulers

‘
 Scientists are only just 

scratching the surface of what is 
known about long Covid 

’  —Immunologist Dr Anna Brooks

long covid: University of Auckland cellular immunologist Dr Anna Brooks is calling for 
more research into long Covid.  Picture supplied
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WELLINGTON — The New Zealand 
sharemarket was spooked by the Reserve 
Bank’s aggressive approach to increasing 
interest rates, leading to a possible  
recession — and heavyweight Fisher &  
Paykel Healthcare added to the woes with  
a soft annual result.

The S&P/NZX 50 Index dropped from its 
higher perch when the bank increased the 
official cash rate 50 basis points to 2 percent, 
with more rises to come sooner rather than 
later.

The index closed 0.65 percent down at 
11,173.37 after reaching an intraday high of 
11,316.06.

There were 53 gainers and 83 decliners over 
the whole market on volume of 49.77 million 

share transactions worth $172.74 million.
Fisher & Paykel Healthcare, the market’s 

largest stock on capitalisation, dominated  
the trading, with $38.7m worth of shares 
changing hands. F&P went under $20 for the 
first time in more than two years, falling 81c or 
3.91 percent to $19.90 after reporting a fall in 
earnings.

Shane Solly, portfolio manager with Harbour 
Asset Management, said: “We have a dynamic 
Reserve Bank which went early in the process 
of hiking interest rates to combat inflation, and 
it’s not done yet. The bank is accelerating the 
pace of the increases.

“The bank’s tone was quite hawkish and as 
a result people are starting to consider the risk 
of a recession. We might offset inflation from 

offshore, but the aggressive approach might 
curtail consumer spending. Whether households 
can withstand the hikes in rates is in question,” 
said Solly.

The NZ dollar strengthened considerably, 
increasing to US65c from an intraday low of 
64.18c against the American greenback.

Ryman Healthcare rose 26c or 2.63 percent 
to $10.14 after welcoming a new substantial 
shareholder, German fund ACATIS Investment 
KVG, which holds 6 percent. Pacific Edge gained 
4c or 5.06 percent to 83c as its sales team gets 
back on the ground in the United States market.

Pushpay Holdings was up 5c or 3.57 percent 
to $1.45, and Solly said the (takeover) dance 
continues and “we’ll see where the dance 
lands”.

Online bookings provider Serko fell 35c 
or 8.54 percent to a 21-month low of $3.75 
following weakness in travel and tourism  

stocks offshore.
The quiet performer has been Chatham Rock 

Phosphate, rising 14c or 35 percent to 54c on 
130 trades worth $93,946. Its share price started 
the year at 12.4c. 

Property for Industry, up 7c or 2.93 percent 
to $2.46, is beginning a $60m on-market share 
buy-back because of its strong balance sheet. 
With 97 industrial properties and 133 tenants, its 
net tangible asset value is $3.034, a significant 
premium to the current share price. The buy-
back of 25.17m shares will last about a year.

Other gainers were Briscoe Group up 14c or 
2.39 percent to $5.99 and Hallenstein Glasson 
collecting 28c or 5.42 percent to $5.45. 

Fletcher Building was down 15c or  
2.67 percent to $5.47 as mortgage rates are set 
to rise further. 

Heartland Group Holdings declined 4c or  
1.83 percent to $2.15. — NZ Herald

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

BRIEFS

Tower hit by big claim events
WELLINGTON — A number of large claim events 

has dragged down the profits of insurer Tower.
The company made a profit after tax of $2.98 

million for the six months to March 31, down from 
$11.1m in the same prior period.

Excluding large events, its underlying profit was 
$18.2m, up from $17.1m.

Tower chief executive Blair Turnbull said large 
event costs over the half-year were substantial 
adding up to $17.9m compared to $9.3m in the 
prior year.

This included $7.6m from the eruption of 
Tonga’s volcano and subsequent tsunami, $3.6m 
from Cyclone Dovi which hit New Zealand in 
February and $6.7m from rainstorms which hit the 
North Island in March.

Tower has reinsurance cover but this only kicks 
in once costs rise to over $20m in any given year. 
It is covered up to $40m.

Tower maintained its full-year guidance of 
between $21m and $25m underlying net profit. 
It declared a half-year dividend of 2.5 cents per 
share. Tower shares are down 10.2 percent over 
the last year and closed at 68.5c on Wednesday.

 — NZ Herald

Fonterra forecast record price
AUCKLAND — Fonterra has announced a record 

opening forecast farmgate milk price for the new 
season, as demand continues to outstrip supply. 

In its third-quarter update, it has set the new 
season’s forecast payout at between $8.25 and 
$9.75 per kilogram of milk solids, with a midpoint 
of $9.

The co-op’s reported net profit for the period 
is $472 million, down by $131m from the same 
period last year. — Radio NZ

Tightening of purse strings
WELLINGTON — The small business economy 

is continuing to perform, but signs of inflationary 
pressure are beginning to show.

The accounting software firm Xero’s Small 
Business Index (SBI), which is a broad measure 
of the performance of small firms, fell six points 
to 127 points in April.

The result was well above historical averages 
of 100, and New Zealand’s SBI was higher than 
Australia and the United Kingdom.

Sales growth slowed to 2.9 percent in April as 
the cost of living pressures and inflation affected 
consumers, down from 7-percent growth the 
month earlier.

However, job growth was higher, up 3 percent, 
an improvement from the 1.9 percent lift in March.

Xero said job growth was led by professional 
services and manufacturing. It said hospitality 
and agriculture were the weakest sectors for jobs.

 — Radio NZ

KiwiSaver balances short
WELLINGTON — The average KiwiSaver 

balances of over 65-year-olds have risen in the 
past four years, but still remain well short of what 
experts recommend for a comfortable retirement.

Figures from the ANZ — the country’s largest 
KiwiSaver provider — show balances have risen 
from an average of $20,000 in 2016 to $48,700 in 
the year to April 2022. But that remains far short 
of Massey University New Zealand Retirement 
Expenditure Guidelines which recommends 
a one-person household have a lump sum of 
$600,000 to live in a metropolitan city and have 
choices in retirement. 

For a comfortable provincial lifestyle the lump 
sum would be even higher at $688,000. Even 
those expecting to live a no-frills lifestyle in the 
provinces would require a lump sum equivalent to 
$170,000. — NZ Herald

by Andrea Fox, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — Global logistics 
company Mainfreight has turned in  
its best financial year yet, posting an 
88.9 percent lift in net profit and hitting 
$5 billion-plus revenue.

Net profit was a record $355.4 million, 
up $167.3m on FY21. Revenue at 
$5.22bn was up $1.67bn or 47.2 percent.

A final dividend of 87c per share 
will take the full year’s return to 
shareholders to $1.42 a share.

The Auckland-headquartered 
transport company will pay a 
discretionary profit bonus to staff 
totalling $94.2m, up 114.7 percent on 
the previous year.

Adjusted for foreign exchange effect, 
group revenue was up 50.8 percent and 
profit before tax up 90.5 percent.

Costs associated with the closure of 
the Russian operation, due to war, is 
included in the result.

The company said all five operating 
global regions showed increased sales 
growth and profitability.

Net profit after tax from businesses 

outside New Zealand had surpassed  
72 percent of the group total.

Supply chain congestion with its 
associated inflated shipping and air 
freight costs were reflected in the 
revenues, the company said.

While the result included a significant 
increase in contribution from air and 
ocean operations across the world, there 
had also been increased contributions 
to profit and growth in domestic 
warehousing and transport across the 
world network.

Operating cash flows were $503.8m, 
up from $376.3m.

Current debt facilities totalled 
$494.3m, of which $318.7m remained 
undrawn.

Net debt at March 31, 2022, was 
$1.1m, down from $102.2m in FY21.

Gearing ratios continued to improve, 
at 0.1 percent compared to 8.4 percent.

During the year, net capital 
expenditure totalled $189.1m, with 
expenditure for land and buildings 
accounting for $109.4m, warehousing 
racking and fit-out costs of $35.3m, 
plant and equipment of $27.4m, and 

information technology of $17m.
Expected capital expenditure across 

the next two years was $540m, of which 
property would be $450m. A further 54 
leased opportunities would be completed 
in this period, mainly warehouses 
in New Zealand and Australia, and 
warehousing and transport facilities in 
the Americas, Europe and Asia.

The company said while there had 
been much talk of the artificial impact 
of inflated air and sea freight rates on 
its revenues, the performance of its air 
and ocean division also reflected growth 
in the customer base, due to its ability 
to secure tightly-contested space.

The transport and warehousing 
divisions across all five regions had also 
improved their financial performances.

Trading in the seven weeks since the 
financial year-end had continued the 
improvement trend, the company said.

“However we do not expect the 
quantum of profit improvement of this 
past year to reoccur in the short term, 
rather we anticipate we will revert to 
our normal levels of revenue and profit 
growth.”

Mainfreight revenue passes $5bn

by Liam Dann, NZ Herald comment

WELLINGTON — Okay, first the 
bad news. If you already thought your 
mortgage rate was heading to scary 
heights then yesterday’s tough-talking 
Monetary Policy Statement just made 
things worse.

The double — 50-basis-point — hike 
taking the Official Cash Rate to 2 percent 
surprised no one. But the RBNZ has 
moved its forecast OCR peak up by 60 
basis points — from 3.35 percent to  
3.95 percent. The new OCR track implies 
it could go as high as 3.5 percent by the 
end of the year. And that would mean one 
or possibly two more 50-basis-point hikes 
before things settle to more orderly 25bp 
increments.

On that basis fixed two-year rates are 
likely to peak well north of 7 percent, 
putting the squeeze on vulnerable first-
home buyers.

Anyway, at least there’s . . . well, the 
other bad news.

The Reserve Bank’s aggressive 
commitment to beating inflation will 

squeeze the economic growth to the point 
of recession.

RBNZ forecasts stop short of 
suggesting we’ll see GDP actually fall.

They have low points of quarterly GDP 
growth (at 0.2 percent) pencilled for the 
June and September quarters of 2023.

That’s ominous timing for the 
Government which will be heading into 
the general election.

Orr was cautious not to rule recession 
out saying the RBNZ was committed 
to “doing what was necessary” to bring 
inflation back into line.

He acknowledged the risks, but also 
restated the RBNZ’s view that the New 
Zealand economy was strong enough  
to handle this inflation-busting rate 
track.

BNZ head of research Stephen Toplis 
wasn’t shy of interpreting that stance.

The RBNZ was signalling the 
“necessity of recession”, he wrote.

The good news if there was some 
yesterday was that the Reserve Bank 
believes all of this pain is temporary.

With the obvious caveat around global 

conditions, it sees scope for rates to begin 
falling again by mid-2024.

The other good news is that it might 
never happen. Whether we ultimately 
need to go that high and whether it all 
flows directly through to retail rates is 
far from certain.

The OCR might not need to go so high 
if the aggressive strategy to front-load 
rate hikes pays off.

ASB senior economist Mike Jones 
said the “pace and degree of tightening 
will have consequences for house prices, 
spending and GDP growth such that  
we don’t think the OCR will need to  
be lifted all the way to the 3.95 percent 
peak the RBNZ’s updated projections 
imply”.

Jones said he expected demand to 
“buckle” in response to higher rates 
sooner than the RBNZ forecasts and 
so ASB has forecast the easing cycle 
to begin sooner “loosely pegged from 
February 2024”.

In other words it might all work out, 
but there will be some pain along the 
way.

OCR signals fresh pain

AUCKLAND — Rakon has reported 
record earnings for its year to March, but 
says all profit will be reinvested for growth as 
it moves to a new dividend policy — which 
sees no profit payout to shareholders after the 
bumper year.

The Auckland-based maker of 
advanced frequency control and timing 
solutions — used in everything from 5G 
telecommunications gear to low earth 
orbiting satellites to data centres that need to 
keep exact time — said its net profit tripled 

from the year-ago $9.6 million to $31m as 
revenue rose by a third to $172m.

Adjusted ebitda more than doubled to 
$54.4m, and came in just ahead of revised-
upward guidance of $49m-$53m.

Operating cashflow improved by  
51 percent to $30.2m, while Rakon’s net cash 
increased by $18.2m to $23.2m. However, 
investors hoping for a dividend were out of 
luck.

Rakon chairwoman Lorraine Witten 
used the full-year result to announce a new 

dividend policy that will see a profit payout to 
shareholders assessed on its merits each year 
as growth opportunities and other market 
factors are assessed annually.

The firm previously pledged to pay out 
50 percent of its after-tax profit in dividends 
“if fiscally appropriate”. This year, the board 
has decided all surplus cash “should be 
fully allocated to support planned growth 
and capital expenditure requirements, and 
therefore no dividend will be paid for the 
2022 financial year,” Witten said. — NZH

Record profit for Rakon, no dividend
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Re: Gisborne site sought for first 
stupa in world to see the sun, July 
2020 story and comment trail.

I see Buddhism as a philosophy 
of love, kindness and compassion, 
rather than a dogmatic religion. In 
my experience, Buddhist philosophy 
aims to unite rather than divide. It 
is a gentle movement that does not 
force itself on others. A Buddhist 
temple would be a place for people 

of all religions and ethnicities to 
voluntarily come together to connect 
and learn new ways of thinking. 

To me this news is exciting, 
refreshing and can only add more 
diversity to our wonderful town. I 
do not fear change in Turanganui a 
Kiwa, and I warmly welcome further 
discussion of this possibility.

ISAAC CAMPBELL

Place to connect, think anew

Re: Potential for growth 
‘endless’, May 24 story.

The portrait photo supplied 
is the work of photographer 
Hillz Kahaki-Harrison who 
deserves to be recognised for 

her mahi.
ARIO REWI

What an amazing benediction 
Ario. Let’s grow!

CALI MORICE

Recognising mahi, potential

EDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

Interest rates are headed north 
faster than forecast after Reserve 
Bank Governor Adrian Orr flexed his 
monetary muscles yesterday with a 
“least-regrets approach”, showing 
he is up for the fight to rein in the 
highest inflation in a generation.

Contrary to the line the 
Government pushes around spiking 
global inflation that is out of our 
control, domestic inflation is nearly 
as high (6 percent, compared to 8.5 
percent in the tradeables sector) 
and the RBNZ has signalled it will do 
what is necessary to throttle it back. 

Highly-indebted households and 
economic growth will be squeezed 
— exacerbating the cost-of-living 
crisis for many — to protect our 
purchasing power and put the 
economy back on a more even keel.

The bank hiked the official cash 
rate a further 50 basis points to 2.0 
percent, as expected, but showed it 
meant business with an aggressive 
stance on taming inflation.

One or two more 50 point hikes 
are in store this year, with the new 
OCR track reaching 3.25 to 3.5 
percent by the end of 2022, as the 
forecast OCR peak moved up 60 
basis points to 3.95 percent based 
on the RBNZ’s new projections.

Kiwibank economists think the 
OCR will reach 3.0 percent by 
November then be held, because of 
the impacts on households. 

The RBNZ said it would rather 
risk doing “too much too soon” to 
lower inflation, than risk moving “too 
slowly and not far enough”.

Savers can look forward to higher 
returns but the 15 percent of 
borrowers on floating rates will start 
to feel the pain now; the 45 percent 
rolling off fixed terms this year will 
have significantly higher rates in 
store when they refix. The average 
rate across all mortgages is now 3.1 
percent, and the RBNZ estimates 
that will rise to 5.3 percent over the 
next year. It also sees house prices 
falling 14 percent by early 2024, 
from their peak in November 2021.

Mortgage interest rates are 
expected to rise towards 7 percent, 
and maybe beyond, potentially 
pushing the economy into a brief 
recession around the middle of next 
year. The RBNZ thinks that will just 
be avoided, projecting GDP growth 
of 0.2 percent for the June and 
September quarters of 2023.

Whatever the case it is bad timing 
for the Government, falling right 
into next year’s general election 
campaign. Its popularity has already 
slumped as the Opposition hammers 
it over hardship caused by the 
spiking cost of living.

The RBNZ yesterday said 
Government spending in response to 
the pandemic had made a “modest” 
contribution towards demand.
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RBNZ steps up 
against inflation

by Gwynne Dyer

PRESIDENT Joe Biden was 
speaking at a Tokyo press 
conference, looking not a year 
older than 79, and somebody 
asked him if he was “willing to 
get involved militarily to defend 
Taiwan if it comes to that?” 
Since the official US position on that question for 
many years has been “constructive ambiguity”, 
he was supposed to avoid both “yes” and “no”.

Instead, with a loud clatter, the president of 
the United States jumped the tracks. “Yes,” he 
said, “that’s a commitment we made. The idea 
that (Taiwan) could be taken by force . . . it would 
dislocate the entire region and be another action 
similar to what happened in Ukraine.”

Compounding his crime, Biden went on to 
express the hope that China was paying attention 
to how the US and its allies have responded to 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The Western 
response must stay strong, otherwise “what 
signal does that send to China about the cost of  
. . . attempting to take Taiwan by force?”

Quite a performance, and the headlines said 

things like “US would defend Taiwan militarily if 
China attacked”. But being an old codger has its 
advantages, and one is that people panic less 
when you make some apparently radical remark 
or commitment. They’re in doubt as to whether 
you just misspoke, or you really meant it.

Was Biden really sending a serious warning to 
China, but doing it in a way that did not compel 
China to respond directly? I suspect the answer 
is yes, because if you listen closely, he did not 
actually promise to commit American forces to 
defend Taiwan against a Chinese invasion.

He meant it to sound as if he had said that 
— warning that China would be “flirting with 
danger” if it invaded Taiwan — but there was no 
such definitive statement.

Maybe Joe Biden has just lost his marbles, but 
instilling a bit more doubt in the Chinese regime 
about his likely reaction in the event of a Chinese 
attack on Taiwan is not necessarily a blunder. 
“Constructive ambiguity” requires both the “yes” 
and the “no” to be plausible, and the “yes” has 
been losing credibility recently.

In the much more fraught case of the US 
response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
Biden has been notably cautious in his actions. 

Before the invasion had even begun, he made it 
publicly clear that American or Nato forces would 
not intervene directly to defend Ukraine.

As the strength of the Ukrainian forces and the 
sheer incompetence of the Russian army became 
clear, his willingness to give Ukraine more 
advanced weapons in larger quantities grew. But 
his seemingly accidental asides about how Putin 
cannot remain in power never become actual 
policy. Every option remains open.

This is a man who has been around the block a 
few times, and knows how the game is played. So 
if I were an adviser to Taiwan’s president, I would 
tell her the most important thing in the event of 
a Chinese invasion attempt is to make a good 
show of resistance in the first few weeks.

There is no more difficult military operation 
than an opposed amphibious landing, and China 
has no real-world experience of carrying out that 
kind of attack across 200km of open ocean. So 
if you can hold the invaders on the beaches for 
a week or two, American arms and supplies will 
start to flow in abundance.

But don’t expect US troops to help you 
directly. Biden is not willing to fight a war against 
China either. Consider Ukraine. 

Biden misspeaks again — or does he?

by Bob Hughes

I AM extremely 
disappointed that 
your online poll last 
week received only 17 
percent support for the 
Government’s emissions 
reduction plan.

This just-released plan 
consists of more than 300 actions 
from transport, energy and building, 
to agriculture, forestry and waste.

Our Climate Change Minister said 
the challenge in front of us was as 
urgent and as important as it had 
ever been . . . the planet by itself 
would not cut emissions — that is 
the job that we have yet to do. 

In your editorial on the plan last 
Tuesday you correctly said James 
Shaw would have liked to have 
presented “a more ambitious plan”.

In an email to supporters, Shaw 
said he was the first to admit that 
this plan alone was not enough, and 
we have to move faster . . . “This 
is the last possible moment before 
the window of opportunity for 
meaningful action closes forever . . . 
to finally have a clear way forward.”

I posted a supportive comment 
to your editorial, “The launch is 
heartening indeed”, then said I was 
disappointed at the lack of support 
for the Government’s emissions 
reduction plan in your online poll. 

The next comment in response 
revealed the probable self-centred 
reason for that, pointing to the well-
used excuses of our nation’s small 
contribution to the planet’s total 
emissions, and the economic cost.

That human activity is causing 
climate change has been obvious 
for a long time and only now do 
most recognise it. 

I say again, our atmosphere now 
carries over 420 parts per million of 

CO2 — in all of humankind’s 
history, levels had never 
been above 300 until early 
last century. There is no 
doubt the increase is due to 
human activity, and that it is 
driving climate change.

Here I reiterate Jane 
Goodall’s quote: “You 
cannot get through a single 

day without having an impact on the 
world around you . . . . What you do 
makes a difference, and you have to 
decide what kind of difference you 
want to make.”

I add this scientific joke: after 
discovering anti-matter and dark 
matter, we have just discovered 
“doesn’t matter” — it doesn’t 
influence anything.

But seriously, though, a lot 
of doesn’t-matter thinking here 
is demonstrated in the extreme 
minority support for your online poll 
on the emissions reduction plan. 

Recent generations have 
been conditioned by life in high-
consumption, capitalistic societies 
to consider it normal to exploit 
nature. So rather than seek 
alternatives to our fixed ways of 
living, alternatives to maintain our 
unsustainable living are the only 
acceptable way. I say that is denial. 

Sadly all of humanity exists within 
the present political/commercial 
systems, designed to exploit the 
world and consume energy, that 
lead to our excessive greenhouse 
gas emissions. The same blind 
thinking that created the situation 
perpetuates, because economic cost 
is the priority measure for all things, 
including climate change action.

Atmospheric CO2 levels 
won’t come down in a hurry. 
Expect climate events to worsen, 
whatever we do. Get ready for the 
consequences.

A job we have yet to do
Re: All bets still off, May 25 

story.
In our free-market society, 

great profit awaits business 
owners who market and 
sell addictive products 
designed to encourage 
greater consumption (alcohol 
or caffeine-containing 
beverages, salty-sweet-fatty 
foods, “engaging” social and 
electronic media, gambling, 
porn, tobacco, vapes, etc…). 

Some also profit by 
providing compellingly false 
and divisive information-
narratives (exciting, angering, 
frightening) that “capture 
eyeballs” in order to show ads 
marketing these products. 

When all of this profitable 

overconsumption harms 
the physical, social and 
mental health of vulnerable 
consumers, our policy-makers 
either blame them for a lack of 
self-control (National) or look 
to under-resourced mental 
health programmes to “fix” the 
person (Labour).

Real leadership is needed 
to bind the power to prey 
upon the vulnerable with the 
corresponding responsibility 
to remedy for ALL adverse 
consequences. Perhaps then 
we’ll find that creating 
harm by greedily enslaving 
our neighbours to addictive 
products is no longer so wildly 
profitable.

DOUG SMITH

Make them remediate also
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UVALDE, Texas — A 
gunman stormed into an 
elementary school on Tuesday 
in Uvalde, Texas, killing 19 
children and two teachers, 
meaning 21 lives were lost in 
the United States’ deadliest 
school shooting in nearly a 
decade. 

Law enforcement officers 
killed the shooter.

The gunman was identified 
as a local 18-year-old who 
had shot and wounded 
his grandmother shortly 
before the massacre at Robb 
Elementary. 

Investigators have not yet 
disclosed any motives for the 
shootings.

The gunman allegedly 
posted on social media 
shortly before the shooting: 
“I’m going to shoot an 
elementary school.”

What is known so far

The attacker crashed his 
truck outside the school and 
made his way into a fourth-
grade classroom, state police 
said. 

After locking the classroom 
door, he opened fire at around 
11.30am with an AR-15-
style rifle, carrying multiple 
magazines.

Law enforcement officers 
ultimately forced their way 
into the classroom and shot 
Ramos to death after he fired 
at them, police said.

Other officers and 
responders shattered some of 
the school’s windows so that 
teachers and students could 
escape.

Ramos was wearing a 
tactical vest, although not 
body armour, according to 
state senators who said they 
were briefed on the shooting. 

There was another  
AR-15-style rifle in his truck, 
and a backpack with several 
magazines full of ammunition 
was found in near the school 
entrance.

‘Precious individuals’

One student was an avid 
runner — so fast she swept 
the races at field day. 

Another was learning 
football plays from his 
grandfather. One girl sensed 
something was wrong and 
wanted to skip school.

On Wednesday, stories 
began to emerge about 
the lives of the 19 fourth-
graders — they were all 
“precious individuals” the 
school superintendent said — 
and their two teachers who 
were gunned down behind 
a barricaded door at Robb 
Elementary School.

Vincent Salazar said his 
10-year-old daughter, Layla, 
loved to swim and dance to 
Tik Tok videos. She was fast 
— she won six races at the 
school’s field day, and Salazar 
proudly posted a photo of 
Layla showing off two of her 
ribbons on Facebook.

Each morning as he drove 
her to school in his pick-
up truck, Salazar would 
play Sweet Child O’ Mine, 

by Guns ‘n’ Roses and they 
would sing along, he said.

“She was just a whole lot of 
fun,” he said.

Manny Renfro lost his 
eight-year-old grandson, 
Uziyah Garcia, in the 
shooting.

“The sweetest little boy 
that I’ve ever known,” Renfro 
said. 

“I’m not just saying that 
because he was my grandkid.”

Renfro said Uziyah last 
visited him in San Angelo 
during spring break. 

“We started throwing the 
football together and I was 
teaching him pass patterns. 
Such a fast little boy and he 
could catch a ball so good,” 
Renfro said. 

“There were certain plays 
that I would call that he 
would remember and he 
would do it exactly like we 
practised.”

Veronica Luevanos, whose 
10-year-old daughter, Jailah 
Nicole Silguero, was among 
the victims, tearfully told 
Univision that her daughter 
did not want to go to school 
on Tuesday and seemed to 
sense something bad was 
going to happen. Jailah’s 
cousin also died in the 
shooting.

The School Superintendent 
Hal Harrell fought back tears 
as he spoke of the children 
and their teachers.

“You can just tell by their 
angelic smiles that they were 
loved,” Harrell said of the 
children. 

“They loved coming to 
school; they were just 
precious individuals.”

The two teachers “poured 
their heart and soul” into 
their work, Harrell said.

Teacher Eva Mireles, 44, 
was remembered as a loving 
mother and wife. 

“She was adventurous . . . 
She is definitely going to be 
very missed,” said 34-year-
old relative Amber Ybarra, of 
San Antonio.

In a post on the school’s 
website at the start of the 
school year, Mireles had 
introduced herself to her new 
students.

“Welcome to the 4th grade! 
We have a wonderful year 
ahead of us!” she wrote, 
noting she had been teaching 
for 17 years, that she loved 

running and hiking, and had 
a “supportive, fun, and loving 
family”. 

She mentioned that her 
husband was a school district 
police officer, and they had 
a grown daughter and three 
“furry friends”.

The other slain teacher, 
Irma Garcia, wrote about her 
four children, including one 
who was in the Marines, in a 
letter introducing herself to 
the class. 

Garcia’s 21-year-old 
nephew, John Martinez, told 
the Detroit Free Press the 
family was struggling to 
grasp that while Garcia’s son 
trained for combat, it was 
his mother who was shot to 
death.

Relatives of 10-year-old 
Eliahna Garcia recalled her 
love of family.

“She was very happy and 
very outgoing,” said Eliahna’s 
aunt, Siria Arizmendi, a 
fifth-grade teacher at Flores 
Elementary School in the 
same school district. 

“She loved to dance and 
play sports. She was big into 
family, enjoyed being with the 
family.”

Lisa Garza, 54, of 
Arlington, Texas, mourned 
the death of her 10-year-
old cousin, Xavier Javier 
Lopez, who had been eagerly 
awaiting a summer of 
swimming.

“He was just a loving little 
boy, just enjoying life, not 
knowing that this tragedy 
was going to happen,” she 
said. 

“He was very bubbly, loved 
to dance with his brothers, 
his mom. This has just taken 
a toll on all of us.”

She lamented what she 
described as the nation’s lax 
gun laws.

“We should have more 
restrictions, especially if 
these kids are not in their 
right state of mind and all 
they want to do is just hurt 
people, especially innocent 
children going to school,” 
Garza said.

Arizmendi also spoke 
angrily, through tears, about 
how the shooter managed to 
get a gun in the first place.

“It’s just difficult to 
understand or to put into 
words,” she said. 

“I just don’t know how 

people can sell that type of 
a gun to a kid 18 years old. 
What is he going to use it for 
but for that purpose?”

As Ybarra prepared to give 
blood for the wounded, she 
wondered how no one noticed 
trouble with the shooter in 
time to stop him.

“To me, it’s more about 
raising mental health 
awareness,” said Ybarra, a 
wellness coach who attended 
Robb Elementary herself. 
“Someone could possibly 
have seen a dramatic change 
before something like this 
happened.”

Hillcrest Memorial Funeral 
Home, which is located 
across the street from Robb 
Elementary School, said in a 
Facebook post that it would 
be assisting families of the 
shooting victims with no 
cost for funerals. GoFundMe 
pages were set up for many of 
the victims.

Who was the gunman?

Authorities have identified the 
shooter as Salvador Ramos, aged 
just 18 years. 

He lived in Uvalde itself — a 
predominantly Latino city of about 
16,000 people in a farming area 
roughly 120km from the Mexican 
border and 135km from San 
Antonio.

Investigators have been 
scrutinising an Instagram account 
that apparently belonged to him. 

In the days before the shooting, 
posts featured a photo of a hand 
holding an ammunition magazine 
and another photo of two AR-15-
style rifles. 

The account asked another 
Instagram user to share the latter 
photo with her 10,000 followers; 
she declined, saying it was “scary” 
and she barely knew him.

On the morning of the massacre, 
the account linked to Ramos sent 
her an ominous message: “I’m 
about to”.

That morning, Ramos shot and 
wounded his grandmother at her 
Uvalde home, which was also the 
address he used on his driver’s 
licence and gun paperwork, 
according to a law enforcement 
briefing provided to a state 
senator.

Instagram declined to answer 
questions about the postings 
and said it is working with law 
enforcement to review the account.

 — AP

Texas school shooting 
death toll rises to 21

FAMILIES 
COMFORTED: 
The archbishop 
of San Antonio, 
Gustavo 
Garcia-Siller, 
comforts 
families 
outside the 
Civic Centre in 
Uvalde, Texas, 
on Tuesday 
(local time).
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WASHINGTON, 
DC — The murder 
of 19 children and 
two teachers in the 
deadliest US school 
shooting in nearly a 
decade has prompted 
US President Joe 
Biden to urge 
Americans to confront 
the country’s gun 
lobby and pressure 
Congress to tighten 
gun laws.

Authorities said Salvador Ramos, 18, on 
Tuesday shot his grandmother, who survived, 
before fleeing and crashing his car near Robb 
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, and 
killing at least 21 people before being killed, 
apparently shot by police.

Officers saw the gunman emerge from the 
crashed vehicle carrying a rifle. They said he 
acted alone; the motive was still unclear.

In a televised speech, Biden, his voice 
rising to a crescendo, said: “As a nation, we 
have to ask when in God’s name we’re going 
to stand up to the gun lobby, when in God’s 
name we do what we all know in our gut 
needs to be done”.

A Democrat, Biden accused the gun 
lobby of blocking enactment of tougher 
firearm safety laws. He ordered flags flown 
at half-staff daily until sunset on Saturday in 
observance of the tragedy.

“I am sick and tired of it! We have to act,” 
he said without going into specifics.

Mass shootings in the US frequently 
led to public protests and calls for stricter 
background checks on gun sales and 
other firearm controls, but such measures 
had repeatedly failed in the face of strong 
Republican-led opposition.

The small community of Uvalde has about 
16,000 residents, nearly 80 percent of them 
Hispanic or Latino, according to US Census 
data.

The rampage was the latest in a series 
of mass school shootings that periodically 
reignited a fierce debate between advocates 
of tighter gun controls and those who 
opposed any legislation that could 
compromise the right of Americans to bear 
arms guaranteed by the US Constitution (the 
Second Amendment).

It was the deadliest school shooting since 
a gunman killed 26 people, including 20 
children, at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Connecticut in December 2012.

Democratic US Senator Chris Murphy of 
Connecticut, a leading advocate for legislation 
to restrict the proliferation of guns, told 
reporters: “I just don’t understand why people 
here think we’re powerless.”

“There’s just not a coincidence that we’re 
the high-income-world’s deadliest nation and 
we have the loosest gun laws. You know, guns 
flow in this country like water. And that’s why 
we have mass shooting after mass shooting,” 
he said.

Firearms became the leading cause of 
death for US children and adolescents 
starting in 2020 — even surpassing motor 
vehicle accidents, according to a University of 
Michigan research letter published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine last month.

Tuesday’s horrors were reflected on the 
Facebook page of Robb Elementary School. 

Posts earlier this week had shown the 
usual student activities — a field trip to the 
zoo and a save-the-date reminder for a gifted-
and-talented showcase.

A note was posted at 11.43am (local time): 
“Please know at this time Robb Elementary is 
under a Lockdown Status due to gunshots in 
the area. The students and staff are safe in the 
building.” 

A second post said: “There is an active 
shooter at Robb Elementary. Law enforcement 
is on site.” 

Finally, a note was posted advising parents 
they could meet their children at the civic 
centre. — Reuters story via RNZ

Uvalde horror 
prompts US 
president to  
call for action 

US President  
Joe Biden.
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BEIJING — Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping has defended his 
country’s record to the top UN 
human rights official, saying 
each nation should be allowed 
to find its own path.

Xi — who heads the ruling 
Communist Party that allows 
for no political opposition and 
strictly limits free speech —
criticised countries that he 
said lectured others on human 
rights and politicised the issue.

“Through long-term and 
persistent hard work, China 
has successfully embarked 
on a path of human rights’ 
development that conforms 
to the trend of the times 
and suits its own national 
conditions,” Xi told UN human 
rights chief Michelle Bachelet 
in a video call, according to 
an online report by state 
broadcaster CCTV.

Bachelet is in the middle of 
a six-day visit to China that 
includes stops in Xinjiang, a 
remote northwestern region 
where the Chinese government 
has been accused of human 
rights violations and genocide 
against Uyghurs and other 
ethnic groups. 

Her trip has been criticised 
by the US and others, who 
think that China will limit 
whom she can talk to, stage-
manage her trip and use it for 
propaganda purposes.

The CCTV report did not 
mention Xinjiang or the 
Communist Party’s often harsh 
treatment of dissidents and 
activists, and ethnic groups in 
Tibet and Inner Mongolia.

Xi laid out the Communist 
Party’s long-held position on 
human rights, which argues 
that China should find its own 
path and not completely copy 
the models of other countries, 
and rejects outside criticism 
as interference in its domestic 
affairs. 

The Communist Party also 
believes that bettering the 
lives of people is the most 
important human right for 
developing countries.

Xi also pointed to China’s 
success in lifting people out of 
poverty.

“On the issue of human 
rights, there is no perfect 
‘utopia’,” he was quoted 
as saying: “We don’t need 
‘masters’ that dictate to other 
countries, let alone politicising 
and turning the human rights 
issue into a tool, practising 
double standards and 
interference in the internal 
affairs of other countries under 
the pretext of human rights”.

Bachelet, the UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, said it had been 
valuable to have direct talks 
with Xi and other senior 
Chinese officials on human 
rights issues and concerns in 
China and globally, a tweet 
from her UN office said.

“For me, it is a priority to 
engage with the government 
of China directly, on human 
rights issues, domestic, 
regional and global,” she said 

in her opening remarks at the 
meeting. 

“For development, peace 
and security to be sustainable 
— locally and across borders 
— human rights have to be at 
their core.”

China’s Foreign Ministry 
and CCTV quoted Bachelet as 
telling Xi she admired China’s 
efforts and achievements on 
poverty and human rights, but 
her office said she did not say 
that.

US State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price said 
on Tuesday in Washington 
that the US did not expect 
China to allow the access 
Bachelet would need to get 
an unmanipulated view of the 
human rights’ situation in 
Xinjiang.

“We think it was a mistake 
to agree to a visit under these 
circumstances where the high 
commissioner will not be 
granted the type of unhindered 
access — free and  

full access — that would be 
required to do a complete 
assessment and to come back 
with a full picture of the 
atrocities, the crimes against 
humanity, and the genocide 
ongoing in Xinjiang,” he said.

Bachelet started her trip 
in Guangzhou, a city in 
southeastern China, where  
she met Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi and had a video 
conference with Du Hangwei 
— the vice minister of public 
security. 

Her itinerary also included 
the cities of Kashgar and 
Urumqi — both in Xinjiang.

In a speech to students 
at the Institute for Human 
Rights at Guangzhou 
University, she noted that 
young people were influencing 
debate on issues such as 
equality, climate action and 
human rights and were 
holding governments and 
businesses accountable for 
their actions. — AP

China’s leader defends 
country’s rights record 

ANKARA — A senior Turkish official 
insisted after talks with Swedish and Finnish 
officials on Wednesday that Turkey would not 
agree to the two Nordic countries joining Nato 
unless specific steps are taken to address 
Ankara’s objections.

“We have made it very clear that if Turkey’s 
security concerns are not met with concrete 
steps in a certain time frame the process 
will not progress,” Ibrahim Kalin told a news 
conference after the talks in Ankara that 
lasted about five hours.

Kalin is the spokesman of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and a senior 
presidential aide.

Sweden and Finland submitted their written 
applications to join Nato last week, in a move 
representing one of the biggest geopolitical 
ramifications of Russia’s war in Ukraine that 
could rewrite Europe’s security map.

Turkey has said it opposes the countries’ 
membership in the Western military alliance, 
citing grievances with Sweden’s — and to a 
lesser extent Finland’s — perceived support 
of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (known as the 
PKK), and other entities that Turkey views as 
security threats.

The PKK, which is listed as a terror 
organisation by several of Turkey’s allies, has 
waged a decades-long insurgency against 
Turkey, a conflict that has cost the lives of 
tens of thousands of people.

The Turkish government also accuses 
Finland and Sweden of imposing arms 
exports restrictions on Turkey and refusing to 
extradite suspected “terrorists”.

Turkey’s objections have dampened 
Stockholm’s and Helsinki’s hopes for joining 
Nato quickly amid Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and put the trans-Atlantic alliance’s 
credibility at stake. All 30 Nato members must 
agree on admitting any new members.

The Swedish and Finnish delegations 
met with Kalin and Turkish Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sedat Onal. The Swedish delegation 
was led by state secretary Oscar Stenstrom, 
while Jukka Salovaara, the foreign ministry 
undersecretary, headed up the Finnish 
delegation, Turkish officials said.

Kalin said Turkey’s proposal to lift arms 
export limits was met with a “positive 
attitude” by the Swedish and Finnish 
delegations.

He added that talks would continue once 
the Nordic governments had responded to 
Turkey’s demands.

Turkey also expected the extradition 
of 28 “terrorism” suspects from Sweden 
and 12 from Finland, Kalin said, adding 
that there was “no legal or judicial basis” 
not to extradite them. Turkish state media 
had previously said Turkey demanded the 
extradition of 33 suspects from the two 
countries.

Swedish PM Magdalena Andersson said 
that, following a meeting with European 
Council President Charles Michel in 
Stockholm, her country wanted to “clarify” 
claims that have been floating around during 
discussions with Turkey.

“We do not send money or weapons to 
terrorist organisations,” Andersson said.

During a news conference with the 
Estonian prime minister later on Wednesday, 
Andersson said that “in these times, it is 
important to strengthen our security”.

She said Sweden had “a constructive 
dialogue” with Turkey and that Stockholm 
was “eager to sort out issues and 
misunderstandings and questions”.

Michel, who was due to head to Helsinki, 
said it was “a pivotal moment for Sweden” 
and “we fully support your choices”.

Turkey this week listed five “concrete 
assurances” it was demanding from Sweden, 
including what it said was the “termination 
of political support for terrorism”, an 
“elimination of the source of terrorism 
financing”, and the “cessation of arms 
support” to the banned PKK and a Syrian 
Kurdish militia group affiliated with it.

The demands also called for the lifting of 
arms sanctions against Turkey and global 
co-operation against terrorism. — AP

Turkey demands 
‘concrete steps’ 
to back Nordic 
nations Nato bid

HELD A VIRTUAL MEETING: Chinese President Xi Jinping, above right, holds a virtual meeting 
with United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, on Wednesday.  
Xi defended China’s record to Bachelet — the top UN human rights official — saying each 
nation should be allowed to find its own path based on its particular circumstances and 
criticising those countries that lectured others on human rights and ‘politicised’ the issue. 
 Xinhua News Agency picture via AP

LONDON — An investigative 
report released on Wednesday 
blamed British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and other senior leaders 
for allowing boozy government 
parties that broke the UK’s own 
Covid-19 lockdown rules, and 
while Johnson said he took “full 
responsibility” for the breaches, he 
insisted he would not resign.

Revelations that Johnson 
and his staff repeatedly flouted 
restrictions they imposed on 
Britain in 2020 and 2021 have 
fuelled outrage across the country 
and led to calls from opponents 
for Johnson to step down over the 
scandal known as “partygate”.

Most lawmakers in Johnson’s 
governing Conservative Party have 
stood by him for now, and it is 
not yet clear if senior civil servant 
Sue Gray’s report will change that, 
despite its detailed descriptions 
of alcohol-fuelled bashes in the 
building where the prime minister 
both lives and works.

Gray investigated 16 gatherings 

attended by Johnson and his 
staff while UK residents were 
barred from socialising, or even 
from visiting sick and dying 
relatives, because of coronavirus 
restrictions.

Gray’s report concluded that the 
“senior leadership team . . . must 
bear responsibility” for a rule-
breaking culture. She said there 
had been “failures of leadership 

and judgement” in the prime 
minister’s 10 Downing Street office.

“Those in the most junior 
positions attended gatherings at 
which their seniors were present, 
or indeed organised,” she said.

A separate police investigation 
resulted in fines for 83 people — 
including Johnson — making him 
the first British prime minister 
found to have broken the law while 
in office.

Speaking to lawmakers after the 
report was published, Johnson 
said he took “full responsibility 
for everything that took place” 
and was sorry — but denied he 
knowingly broke any rules. 

He said he was “humbled” and 
had “learned a lesson”, but that it 
was also now time to “move on” 
and focus on Britain’s battered 
economy and the war in Ukraine.

Critics, some of them in the 
Conservative Party, have said 
Johnson lied to Parliament about 
the events. 

Ministers who knowingly mislead 

Parliament are expected to resign 
in the UK.

Johnson has denied lying. 
He insisted that when he told 

Parliament last year no rules were 
broken and there were no parties, 
“it was what I believed to be true”.

Johnson attended several 
events mentioned in Gray’s report, 
including a June 2020 birthday 
party for which he was fined 50 
pounds (NZ$97). He told a news 
conference: “I believed that they 
were work events.”

British media and opposition 
politicians have found that hard 
to square with staff members’ 
accounts of “bring-your-own-
booze” parties and regular “wine-
time Fridays” in the Downing Street 
office amid the Covid pandemic.

Keir Starmer, the leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, said 
Gray’s report was a “catalogue of 
criminality” and that Johnson’s 
government had “treated the 
sacrifices of the British people with 
utter contempt”. — AP

Johnson faulted for ‘partygate’ but won’t quit

LOCKDOWN FLOUTER: 
British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson.  AP file picture
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*All fi nance contracts are subject to fi nance company approval and responsible lending obligations. The weekly payments are indicative only and are not offered via this ad. Actual payments depend on buyer’s circumstances. Total payments under the fi nance contract are therefore not 
ascertainable. Weekly payments shown are based on a no deposit loan over 5 years and an interest rate range of 7.95%pa to 19.95%pa depending on the borrowers specifi c circumstances. A $375 established fee and $5 month admin fee apply. Interest is fi xed for the loan term. Four year warranty 
available with purchase and incorporates a $100 excess per claim or $300 on diesel/Euro/turbo vehicles (does not apply to taxis, couriers or rentals). All information, prices shown, products or specifi cations are subject to change at any time without prior notice. This offer expires 5pm 02/06/22.
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KFC

Enterprise 
Motor Group Tyler Prosser

027 728 2472

Tom Dymock TJ

027 395 6611

ENTERPRISE
MOTOR GROUP

Jono Budd

022 159 7342

Luke Buss

022 602 0010

Mike Rice

027 252 8229
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4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2.4 litre, 4WD, 7 seater, 
great value SUV

MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

$8826
NOW*$55

PER WEEK

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2 litre, auto, 4WD, 
very popular, 

roomy SUV

2009 NISSAN X-TRAIL

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

$10,743
NOW

+ 
ORC

*$65
PER WEEK

40
SUVs

IN STOCK

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2.3 litre turbo diesel, 4WD, 
7 seats, NZ new, 

awesome SUV

2017 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER XLS

$25,938
NOW*$150

PER WEEK

25
OUTLANDERS

IN STOCK

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2 litre, auto, economical, low 40,000kms, 
half leather, tints, all round 

view camera

2019 NISSAN QASHQAI ST-L

$31,990
NOW*$185

PER WEEK

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2.5 litre, auto, smart looking, 
station wagon, 

ample room

2012 SUBARU LEGACY

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

$9756
NOW*$65

PER WEEK

10
WAGONS
IN STOCK

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2.5 litre, auto, 
NZ new, Bluetooth, 

tints, alloys

2016 MAZDA 6 SPORTSWAGON

$14,632
NOW*$90

PER WEEK

1000cc, auto, great little hatch, 
awesome fuel economy

2014 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE

$9969

30
HATCHES
IN STOCK

RECEIVE
$500

FUEL VOUCHER

LARGE SELECTION OF 4X4’S & COMMERCIALS

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

3 litre turbo diesel, manual, 
canopy, snorkel, 

bullbar

2018 ISUZU D-MAX

$41,990
NOWRECEIVE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2.7 petrol, 10 seater, 
ample room, 
great value

2014 TOYOTA HIACE

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

$31,907
NOW

+ 
ORC

RECEIVE
$500

FUEL VOUCHER

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2.3 turbo diesel, canopy, 
tints, towbar, mud tyres,

 leather interior

2019 NISSAN NAVARA ST-X

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2019 NISSAN NAVARA ST-X

$37,990
NOWRECEIVE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

3.2 turbo diesel, 
a great value ute

2016 FORD RANGER XLT

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

$37,595
NOWRECEIVE

$500
FUEL VOUCHER

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

4 litre V6, auto, 
needs no introduction, 

awesome SUV

2012 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

$40,323
NOW

+ 
ORC

ALL NEW 2022 LDV T60

NOWRECEIVE
$500

1.6 litre, turbo auto, 
sporty compact SUV

2010 NISSAN JUKE

+ 
ORC

40
SUVs

IN STOCK

RECEIVE
$500

FUEL VOUCHER

4WD

4WD

4WD

HIGH 
ROOF

4WD

$240 PER WEEK

$220 PER WEEK

$235 PER WEEK

$185 PER WEEK

$215 PER WEEK

2014 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE

9969

30
HATCHES
IN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCK

RECEIVE
$500

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

2016 SUZUKI SWIFT

$10,876+ 
ORC

*$70
PER WEEK

NOW

30
HATCHES
IN STOCK

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

1.5 litre, economical, late model, 
low 42,000kms, 

great value

2019 MAZDA DEMIO

$17,853+ 
ORC

*$110
PER WEEK

*$*$*$110 NOW

6
DEMIOS
IN STOCK

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

3.6 litre, V6, Bluetooth, alloys, 
suede trim, great 

looking sedan

2015 HOLDEN COMMODORE VF CALAIS

$21,455
*$125

PER WEEK

2015 HOLDEN COMMODORE VF CALAIS

*$*$*$12

4
COMMODORES 

IN STOCK

NOW

2012 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

NOWRECEIVE
$500

FUEL VOUCHER

2016 MAZDA 6 SPORTSWAGON

*$*$90

10
WAGONS
IN STOCK

MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

NOW*$*$

2016 SUZUKI SWIFT

*$*$70 NOW

HATCHES
IN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCK
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2010 NISSAN JUKE

RECEIVE

*$65
PER WEEK

*$90
PER WEEK

$14,990
NOW

25
OUTLANDERS

IN STOCK

1.3 litre, auto, very economical, 
late model hatch

4 AVAILABLE 
FROM

1.5 litre, turbo, manual, 
Recaro seats, 

sporty little hatch

2012 MITSUBISHI COLT RALLIART

$15,990
NOW*$95

PER WEEK

2012 MITSUBISHI COLT RALLIART

NOW*$*$95

30
HATCHES
IN STOCK

NOW

+ 
ORC

$39,990 + GST
+ ORC

4WD, diesel, turbo, 8 speed auto, 480Nm 
torque, 160Kw, 

5 year warranty, 
pre-registered 

units 
available

+ 
ORC

2019 NISSAN QASHQAI ST-L

31,990
NOW*$*$*$185

PER WEEK

40
SUVs

IN STOCK
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ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

DOCTOR STRANGE IN
THE MULTIVERSE OF
MADNESS (TBC)

THU 1.10pm, 6pm,
8.40pm
DOWNTON ABBEY:
A NEW ERA (PG)

THU 12.50pm, 5.45pm
HAUTE COUTURE (M)

THU 10.40am
HOW TO PLEASE A
WOMAN (M)

THU 1.20pm, 3.25pm,
6.25pm
NOBODY HAS TO
KNOW (M) THU 10.40am
OPERATION
MINCEMEAT (M)

THU 12.50pm, 8pm
THE BOB’S BURGERS
MOVIE (PG)  THU 11am,
3.45pm, 5.45pm
THE LOST CITY (M)

THU 3.25pm, 8.40pm
THE NORTHMAN (R16)

THU 3.40pm, 8.20pm
TOP GUN: MAVERICK
(M) THU 10.40am,
12.15pm, 3pm, 5.45pm,
8.30pm

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

Times may vary subject
to late change

REPORUA A3B2
TRUSTEE MEETING

At RSA, Ruatoria,
11am

May 29th, 2022
Site Reporua Marae

General Business
Enquiries:

R. Walker, 06 864 8920

FORD car keys &
garage opener. Ph 027
228 6922.

EASTLAND
TRUCKWASH

Will be closed for pit
cleanout & routine
maintenance from

6am Sunday 29th May
and will Re-open
12 noonTuesday,

31st May
Please contact:
027 327 5610

for further Information

GISBORNE
MOTORCYCLE
SPORTS CLUB

BEACH RACING
SERIES, ROUND 1.

Makorori Beach
Sunday 29th May

Sign on 08.15
Racing at 09.15

New riders welcome
All classes and abilities

catered for

DRY Pine, $80 per m3.
Ph/text 027 692 6147.

BUY now for Winter.
Macrocarpa 2m3 $220,
4m3 $420. Gum 2m3
$230 or 4m3 $440. Pine
4m3 $280. Ph 862
8876. Macs Firewood.

TEESDALE ORCHARD
TREE ripened apples,
Pacific Rose, Red &
Golden Delicious,
Ballarat Cookers,
Granny Smith, Fuji.
Packham, Winter Nelis,
pears, onions, squash
pumpkins, and much
more. Back Ormond
Rd. Open 7 days.
Eftpos available.

WANT a fence built,
altered or changed?
Also section clearing.
Ph Graeme 021659 672.

AA tree removals, tree
trimming, greenwaste
removed, 027 466 8201.

HOUSE plans drawn,
alterations, extensions.
Ph 0273 618 863.

GARDEN  maint-
enance, pruning roses.
Ph Mike 30+year ex-
perience. Ph 021 026
65178.

BIKES, mans Dunlop
mountain bike with
helmet $90; mans 15-
spd mountain bike $65;
girls 20" bike $40; boys
20" BMX bike $70; lg
box of cassette tapes
$100 the lot; badminton
set $40; squash racquet
$20; Prince R squash
racquet in cover with
ball $65. Ph only 021
0910 5685.

WET suits x3, size 16
$20 each; 4x boogie
boards $10 each; Nissan
car, rego on hold $450;
1993 Toyota Starlet car
reg on hold $600. Ph
021 0910 5685.

MUTTON birds $450.
06 868 4095 or 06 868
4119.

STORAGE box with
wheels, large, $20. Ph
868 4274.

CERAMIC top stove
gc $200 ono. Ph 867
1720.
TOASTER 2 slice $10,
rice cooker $20, kettle
$15. Ph 021 207 7615.

SINGLE bed, mattress
and base, excell cond
$60. Ph 027 520 7011.

ROOM to rent, beach
house $275pw. Inc
power, net & fully furn.
Suitable for working
prof. Ph 027 431 9110.

1BDRM flat. Ph 022
671 4190.

HOT sexy blonde talk
live. Ph 0900-44-666.
$3.99+GST pm. (R18)

PINKY. Would love to
meet my blonde love.
Ph 021 0835 6897.

GOLDAIR Fan $20; 3
man tent $40; wine
making kit $25; radio
control robot soccer
game $10; airless spray
painting machines $190
the lot, finger nail dry-
ing machine $25. Ph
only 021 0910 5685.
OTTOMAN (footstool)
olive green, gc $20;
bookcases 2 (white) $20
both; chest of drawers
small 3 drawers (white)
$7; typists chair
(revolving) $25; heater
electric (with fins) $10;
heater Goldair, small
$5. Ph 867 4312.

Wanted to Rent

NOTICE BOARD HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

Private Escorts

AT YOUR SERVICE

Adult

Entertainment

PROPERTY

To Let or Lease

FARMING

LivestockEntertainment Found

Situations Vacant

Work Wanted

LOST & FOUND

Meetings

Public Notices

Public Notices

Fruit and 

Produce

Readers
Bargains

Readers
Bargains

For Sale

Readers
Bargains

Livestock

FARMING

General Terms and Conditions 
For Advertising

The Gisborne Herald Co. Ltd. (“The Gisborne Herald” or “we”) accepts all advertisements 
(including notices) for publication on the following terms and conditions: 

1. Warranties: The Advertiser warrants and undertakes to The Gisborne Herald that: a. 
the advertisement does not contain any material: • that is or is likely to be misleading or 
deceptive or otherwise breaches the Fair Trading Act 1986; or • that is defamatory, infringes 
a copyright, trademark or otherwise infringes any intellectual or industrial property rights; or 
• otherwise breaches any provision of any statute, regulation, by-law or other rule or law; and 
b. the material complies in every way with the Advertising Codes of Practice issued by the 
Advertising Standards Authority Inc. (“ASA”) and with every other code or industry standard 
relating to advertising in New Zealand; and c. publication of the material will not give rise to 
any liability on the part of The Gisborne Herald or in a claim being made against us in New 
Zealand or elsewhere. 

2. Indemnity: The Advertiser acknowledges that The Gisborne Herald relies on the warranties 
set out in clause 1 and agrees to indemnify The Gisborne Herald against all losses or costs 
arising directly or indirectly from publication of the material, and from any costs incurred in 
our making corrections or amendments in accordance with these terms and conditions. 

3. Right to Alter or Refuse: We reserve the right to alter, abbreviate or refuse to publish any 
advertisement if, in our sole opinion, it would be undesirable to publish it. We may adjust 
material to conform to our technical specifications or for other genuine reasons as long as we 
do so using reasonable care. 

4. Notification of Errors: It is the responsibility of the Advertiser to advise The Gisborne 
Herald as soon as possible (and in any case within three days of the date the advertisement 
appeared or should have appeared) of any error or omission in an advertisement placed by 
the Advertiser. After three days, any claim is deemed to have been waived by the Advertiser. 

5. Disclaimer of Liability: We will not be liable for any indirect or consequential loss (which 
includes loss of revenue or profit) from an error or omission in material published, or for 
failure to publish, whatever the reason for the error. If we are found to have any direct liability 
to an advertiser or third party in any circumstance that liability is limited to the cost of the 
advertising space. We accept no responsibility for any error in advertisements placed by any 
telecommunications method. We will not be liable for errors or omissions arising from the 
advertiser having given us incorrect instructions, or in any circumstances where a proof has 
been submitted and approved by the Advertiser. 

6. Placement: While we will make reasonable efforts to place advertisements in the positions 
requested, we cannot guarantee positions unless a guaranteed position loading charge is 
agreed and paid. 

7. Late Material: If material does not arrive prior to the copy deadline the company reserves 
the right to transfer the advertisement to the first available issue following the receipt of the 
material. 

8. Cancellation: Cancellation of advertisements after the booking deadline will attract a 
cancellation fee of 50% of the total advertising charge. 

9. Consumer Guarantees Act Exclusion: The guarantees contained in The Consumer 
Guarantees Act 1993 are excluded where the Advertiser acquires, or holds himself out as 
acquiring, goods or services from The Gisborne Herald for the purpose of a business. 

10. Payment: Unless otherwise agreed in writing, payment for advertising is to be made in 
full by the 20th of the month following the date of the invoice or statement. If payment is 
not made by due date the Advertiser will be liable for interest at market rates and all costs 
of recovery, commissions and collection fees. In some cases payment is required in advance 
of publication. 

11. Property Rights: All advertisements created or set and published by the Gisborne Herald 
remain the property of The Gisborne Herald. 

Readers Bargains
Sell your unwanted used property in the Readers’ Bargains section of 

the Classifi ed Ads. It’s FREE (conditions apply).

Advertisements received by 8am Monday to Friday, will appear for 

three days, beginning on the publishing day following receipt.

Name: .................................................Phone: ...............................

Details: ...........................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

Conditions of Acceptance

• Items must be used
• Price must be included
• Total price of items must not exceed $1000
• Contact details must be included in advertisement
• Commercial advertisements will not be accepted

Phone: 869 0601     •     Fax: 869 0644

Or our Online Readers Bargains link: 

www.gisborneherald.co.nz

P.O. Box 1143, 64 Gladstone Road, Gisborne

1
2

Frequency Discount

3
Repeat your line advertisement on  

consecutive days to take advantage of 

our frequency discounts

ph 869 0601

Stand Out
Give your 

advertisement 

a boost with a 

HIGHLIGHTER

Focus On 

The Land

Farming news 

and local profi les. 

Wednesdays and 

Saturdays in your 

Gisborne Herald

Keep 
Your 

Privacy
Let us collect 

responses to your 

advertisements.

Only $7.00 (incl GST) 

for 30 days 

Ask about Herald  

box numbers

ph 869 0601

Enterprise Motor Group are looking 
for a Service Advisor.

The key parts of this role will be:

• Booking service and repair 
appointments

• Meeting, greeting and 
communicating with customers 
throughout their service and repairs

• Allocating jobs to technicians
• Responding to customer enquires.

Job hours will be 7.45am to 5-15pm 
with some rostered Saturdays

Contact the service
manager by phone
or email.

Justin Kent, 021 216 6700
Justin.Kent@enterprisemg.co.nz

MATAWHERO 
CATTLE SALE 

Tuesday, 31st May 
2022, 11am

Approx 1250 cattle 
comprising:

111 MA Cows VIC 
  33 MA Cows RWB 
  60 MT Cows 
  50 R3yr Steers 
305 R2yr Steers 
  70 R1yr Steers 
145 Wnr Steers 
  15 R3yr Bulls 
  27 R2yr Bulls 
  65 R1yr Bulls 
  45 Wnr Bulls 
165 R2yr Heifers 
  30 R1yr Heifers 
115 Wnr Heifers

Contact:
Jamie Hayward
027 434 7586

MATAWHERO 
SHEEP SALE 

Friday, 27th May 
2022, 10am

Approx 3281 sheep 
comprising:

    50 Prime sheep 
1090 Male lbs  
1830 Ewe lbs   
  250 M/S lbs
    50 Store sheep  
    11 Rams

Contact:
Jamie Hayward
027 598 6542

UPCOMING SALE
MATAWHERO 
CATTLE SALE

TUESDAY,
31st MAY 2022, 

11am



GLOBAL BRIEFS

Anthony Albanese reacts to 
China’s Pacific revelations

CANBERRA — Prime 
Minister Anthony 
Albanese wants 
Australia to be the 
main security partner 
for Pacific nations, 
amid revelations China 
wants to broker deals 
that would see it train 
local law enforcement 
agencies across the 
region.

Foreign aid will also 
be a part of Australia’s 
step up in the Pacific 
region to improve relations, the new Australian 
prime minister says.

“It’s not just about funding, it’s also about 
respect,” Albanese told ABC News this morning.

“We need to re-engage with the region — they 
are sovereign nations, of course, and we need 
to respect that, but we need to be offering more 
support.”

Meanwhile, Australia’s new Foreign Minister, 
Penny Wong, has flown to Fiji to help solidify the 
government’s relationship with Australia’s Pacific 
neighbour.

A day after she returned to Australia following 
a visit to Tokyo for the Quad leaders’ summit, 
Senator Wong will meet with Fijian Prime Minister 
Frank Bainimarama, along with the country’s 
foreign minister and senior leaders. — AAP

No rush for boosters in Aussie
SYDNEY — 

Pathologists are 
sounding the alarm 
over the low uptake of 
coronavirus vaccine 
boosters, even as the 
national immunisation 
group suggests a fourth 
dose for some groups 
of Australians.

The Royal College 
of Pathologists of 
Australasia (RCPA) says 
the number of third 
doses administered have been particularly low 
in Queensland and New South Wales — even as 
Covid cases rise.

“With winter commencing, it is important for 
everyone that they are fully up-to-date with all 
relevant vaccinations,” RCPA fellow Professor 
William Rawlinson said.

“The RCPA recently highlighted that it is very 
likely that we will experience far more influenza 
cases in Australia this winter. This, combined with 
the current, rising trend of Covid cases, is likely 
to put an extraordinary strain on the healthcare 
system.”

Western Australia has the highest uptake of 
third doses, at about 80 percent uptake, while 
Queensland is the lowest, at 58 percent.  — AAP

Milestone Jubilee celebrations
LONDON — British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson will pay tribute to the Queen ahead of 
four days of celebrations to honour her 70 years 
on the throne, describing her as the nation’s rock.

The Queen, 96, marked seven decades on the 
throne in February, and nationwide events to 
commemorate her Platinum Jubilee, including a 
thanksgiving service and a music concert outside 
Buckingham Palace, will take place from June 2 
to 5. In Parliament on Thursday, politicians will 
deliver their tributes to the Queen in a “humble 
address”, which will be led by the prime minister.

“Today we pay tribute to a head of state whose 
length of service and dedication to duty are 
simply without parallel,” Johnson is expected to 
say, according to extracts obtained. — AAP

Solomon Islands’ media angry
HONIARA — The Media Association of Solomon 

Islands (MASI) is urging its members to boycott a 
conference for a visiting Chinese delegation. 

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi is leading the 
high-level delegation, which is expected to arrive 
in Solomon Islands today.

Wang is expected to sign a host of new 
agreements, including the security pact that has 
sparked anger in the United States, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

MASI President Georgina Kekea says the 
association is disappointed that media is only 
allowed limited access to the visit. Kekea said 
Solomon Islands is a democratic country and 
when media freedom is dictated on someone 
else’s terms, it impedes the country’s democratic 
principles. — AAP

WELLINGTON, New 
Zealand — China wants 
10 small Pacific nations to 
endorse a sweeping agreement 
covering everything from 
security to fisheries in what 
one leader warns is a “game-
changing” bid by Beijing to 
take control of the region.

A draft of the agreement 
obtained by The Associated 
Press shows that China wants 
to train Pacific police officers, 
team up on “traditional and 
non-traditional security” 
and expand law enforcement 
co-operation.

China also wants to jointly 
develop a marine plan for 
fisheries — which would 
include the Pacific’s lucrative 
tuna catch — increase 
co-operation on running the 
region’s internet networks, 
and set up cultural Confucius 
Institutes and classrooms. 

China also mentions the 
possibility of setting up a free-
trade area with the Pacific 
nations.

China’s move comes as 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and 
a 20-strong delegation begin a 
visit to the region this week.

In Washington, US State 
Department spokesperson 
Ned Price expressed concern 
on Wednesday about China’s 
intentions, saying Beijing 
might use the proposed 
accords to take advantage of 
the islands and destabilise the 
region.

“We are concerned that 
these reported agreements 
may be negotiated in a rushed, 
non-transparent process,” 
Price told reporters. 

He warned that China 
“has a pattern of offering 
shadowy, vague deals with 
little transparency or regional 
consultation in areas related 
to fishing, related to resource 
management, development, 
development assistance and 
more recently even security 
practices”.

Price added that agreements 
that included sending Chinese 
security officials to the 
nations “could only seek to 
fuel regional international 
tensions and increase concerns 
over Beijing’s expansion of its 
internal security apparatus to 
the Pacific”.

Wang is visiting seven of the 
countries this week, and he 
hopes to endorse the “Common 
Development Vision” with the 
Solomon Islands, Kiribati, 
Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, Vanuatu 
and Papua New Guinea.

Wang is also holding virtual 
meetings with the other 
three potential signatories 
— the Cook Islands, Niue 
and the Federated States of 
Micronesia. 

He is hoping the countries 
will endorse the pre-written 
agreement as part of a joint 
communique after a scheduled 
May 30 meeting in Fiji he 
is holding with the foreign 
ministers from each of the 10 
countries.

Micronesia’s president, 
David Panuelo, has told 
leaders of the other Pacific 
nations his nation will not be 
endorsing the plan, warning 
it would needlessly heighten 
geopolitical tensions and 
threaten regional stability, 
according to a letter from 
Panuelo obtained by the AP.

Among other concerns, 
Panuelo said, the agreement 
would open the door for China 
to own and control the region’s 
fisheries and communications 
infrastructure. 

He said China could 
intercept emails and listen in 
on phone calls.

Panuelo called the Common 
Development Vision “the 
single-most game-changing 
proposed agreement in the 
Pacific in any of our lifetimes” 
and said it “threatens to bring 
a new Cold War era at best, 
and a World War at worst”.

Panuelo declined to 

comment on the letter or the 
proposed agreement.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
said on Wednesday that he 
did not know about Panuelo’s 
letter.

“But I don’t agree at all 
with the argument that 
co-operation between China 
and the South Pacific island 
countries will trigger a new 
Cold War,” he said.

Like some other countries 
in the Pacific, Micronesia is 
finding itself increasingly 
caught between the competing 
interests of Washington and 
Beijing.

Micronesia has close ties to 
the US through a Compact of 
Free Association. 

But it also has what 
Panuelo describes in his letter 
as a “Great Friendship” with 
China that he hopes will 
continue despite his opposition 
to the agreement.

The security aspects of the 
agreement will be particularly 
troubling to many in the 
region and beyond, especially 
after China signed a separate 
security pact with the Solomon 
Islands last month.

That pact has raised fears 
that China could send troops 
to the island nation or even 
establish a military base 
there, not far from Australia. 

The Solomon Islands and 
China say there are no plans 

for a base.
The May 30 meeting will 

be the second between Wang 
and the Pacific islands’ foreign 
ministers after they held a 
virtual meeting last October.

Those who follow China’s 
role in the Pacific will be 
scrutinising the wording of the 
draft agreement.

Among its provisions: 
“China will hold intermediate 
and high-level police training 
for Pacific Island countries”.

The agreement says the 
countries will strengthen 
“co-operation in the fields of 
traditional and non-traditional 
security” and will “expand 
law enforcement co-operation, 
jointly combat transnational 
crime, and establish a 
dialogue mechanism on law 
enforcement capacity and 
police co-operation”.

The agreement would 
also see the nations 
“expand exchanges between 
governments, legislatures and 
political parties”.

The draft agreement also 
stipulates that the Pacific 
countries “firmly abide” by 
the one-China principle, 
under which Taiwan —a self-
ruled island democracy —is 
considered by Beijing to be 
part of China. It would also 
uphold the “non-interference” 
principle that China often 
cites as a deterrent to other 
nations speaking out about its 
human rights record.

The agreement says 
that China and the Pacific 
countries would jointly 
formulate a marine spatial 
plan “to optimise the layout 
of the marine economy, and 
develop and utilize marine 
resources rationally, so as 
to promote a sustainable 
development of blue economy”.

China also promises more 
investment in the region by 
mobilising private capital and 
encouraging “more competitive 
and reputable Chinese 
enterprises to participate in 
direct investment in Pacific 
Island countries”.

China also promised to 
dispatch Chinese language 
consultants, teachers and 
volunteers to the islands.

The AP has also obtained 
a draft of a five-year action 
plan that is intended to 
sit alongside the Common 
Development Vision, which 
outlines a number of 
immediate incentives that 
China is offering to the Pacific 
nations. — AP

China seeking sweeping 
deal with Pacific nations

‘GAME-CHANGING’ BID FOR CONTROL: Above, spectators 
hold a Chinese flag as they watch a ceremony to mark the 
opening of Independence Drive Boulevard in Port Moresby, 
Papua New Guinea, in November, 2018. China wants 10 small 
Pacific nations to endorse a sweeping agreement covering 
everything from security to fisheries in what one leader warns 
is a “game-changing” bid by Beijing to take control of the 
region. AP file picture 

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
on Wednesday strongly rebuffed 
those in the West who had 
suggested Ukraine cede control of 
areas occupied by Russian forces 
for the sake of reaching a peace 
agreement.

Those “great geopoliticians” 
who suggest this “are disregarding 
the interests of ordinary 
Ukrainians — the millions of those 
who actually live on the territory 
that they propose exchanging for 
an illusion of peace”, he said late 
on Wednesday in his nightly video 

address to the nation. 
“We always have to think of the 

people and remember that values 
are not just words.”

Zelenskyy compared those who 
were arguing for giving Russia a 
piece of Ukraine to those who in 
1938 ceded territory to Hitler in the 
hopes of preventing World War 2.

The interests of Ukraine 
should not be outweighed by “the 
interests of those in a hurry to 
meet the dictator again”, he said, 
referring to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

Zelenskyy said his army was 

facing its fiercest attack yet by 
Russia’s forces, who in some 
places had many more weapons 
and soldiers than the Ukrainians. 

He pleaded for even more 
military assistance from the 
West, “without exception, without 
restrictions. Enough for us to win”.

KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR:

■ The eastern Ukrainian town 
of Bakhmut has been coming 
under increasing bombardment 
in Russia’s war, particularly over 

the past week, local officials and 
residents say, as Russian forces 
try to press forward in an effort to 
encircle and capture the key city of 
Sieverodonetsk to the northeast.
■ Sweden and Finland 

delegations have gone to Turkey 
for Nato talks.
■ The US is ending Russia’s 

ability to pay international 
investors.
■ The UK has approved the 

sale of Chelsea soccer club by 
its sanctioned owner, Roman 
Abramovich.  

 — AP

Ukraine president rebuffs calls to cede land

Australian PM 
Anthony Albanese

File picture
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 5pm The Chase 0  

Quiz show where 

contestants must stay 

one step ahead of The 

Chaser.

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0  

The latest news, sport, 

and weather.

 7pm Seven Sharp 0  

Stories of the day from 

around New Zealand.

 7.30 10 Years Younger 

Changed My Life 0   

The most extraordinary 

10 Years Younger 

transformations are 

celebrated.

 8.30 Amazing Hotels: Life 

Beyond The Lobby 0   

Monica and Giles 

visit Reid’s Palace on 

Madeira. It is working to 

keep its silver service 

traditions alive.

 9.45 Coronation Street PG 0 

 10.45 1 News Tonight 0 

 11.15 Shortland Street PG 3 0 

 11.45 It’s Your Fault I’m Fat PG 

3 0  

Obese British teens 

confront their families, 

blaming them for their 

weight gain and work to 

get healthier.

  FRIDAY  

 12.45 20/20 3 0 

 1.30 Te Karere 3 

 2.05 Infomercials 

 5.30 Te Karere 3 

 6am Breakfast 0  

The Breakfast team 

presents news, 

entertainment, sports 

and weather.

 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show PG 0  

Ellen DeGeneres brings 

her brand of humour to 

daytime talk.

 10am Tipping Point 3 0 

 11am The Chase 3 0 

 Noon 1 News At Midday 0 

 12.30 Emmerdale PG 0 

 1pm Hollyoaks PG 0   

A museum protest turns 

sour when Zara gets 

in trouble with the law; 

Warren takes drastic 

action and heads for the 

Chen-Williams’ flat.

 2pm Coronation Street PG 3 

0 

 3pm Tipping Point 3 0 

 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Neighbours PG 0   

Levi cannot forgive 

Freya; Corey pivots his 

plans to get to Harlow.

 5pm The Chase 3 0 

 5pm Counting Cars PG 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 6pm Storage Wars PGL 

 6.30 Storage Wars PGL 

 7pm Border Security M 

 7.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 8.30 Treadstone M 

 9.30 Seal Team 16VLC 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Ax Men ML 

  FRIDAY  

 12.30 Wheel Of Fortune 

 1am Jeopardy! 

 1.25 Border Security M 

 1.50 Seal Team 16VLC 

 2.40 Treadstone MA 

 3.30 Storage Wars PGL 

 3.55 Storage Wars PGL 

 4.20 Person Of Interest M 

 5.10 The Mentalist MVC 

 6am Jeopardy! 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 6.45 Pawn Stars PG 

 7.10 Counting Cars PG 

 7.35 Ax Men ML 

 8.25 Border Security M 

 8.50 Storage Wars PGL 

 9.15 Storage Wars PGL 

 9.40 The Mentalist MVC 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 Noon Jeopardy! 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 12.50 Treadstone MA 

 1.40 Seal Team 16VLC 

 2.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 3.20 Ax Men ML 

 4.10 Jeopardy! 

 4.35 Wheel Of Fortune 

 5pm Counting Cars PG 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 5.05 Dawn Raid  

ML 2020 Documentary.

 6.45 The Night House  

MVLSC 2020 Horror. Rebecca 

Hall, Sarah Goldberg.

 8.30 Reminiscence MVC 2021 

Sci-fi. Nick Bannister, a 

private investigator of 

the mind, navigates the 

past to help his clients 

access lost memories. 

Hugh Jackman, Rebecca 

Ferguson.

 10.30 Voyagers 16V 2021 

Adventure. Colin Farrell, 

Tye Sheridan, Lily-Rose 

Depp.

  FRIDAY  

 12.15 Let Him Go MVC 2020 

Thriller. Kevin Costner, 

Diane Lane.

 2.05 Dirt Music MLS 2019 Drama. 

Kelly MacDonald, Garrett 

Hedlund.

 3.47 All My Life ML 2020 Drama. 

Harry Shum jr, Jessica 

Rothe.

 5.17 Shadow In The Cloud 16V 

2021 Action. Chloe Grace 

Moretz, Nick Robinson.

 6.37 French Exit MLS 2021 

Comedy. Michelle Pfeiffer, 

Lucas Hedges.

 8.25 The Empty Man 16VC 2020 

Horror. James Badge Dale, 

Stephen Root.

 10.40 The Devil Has A 

Name 16VLSC 2021 Drama.

 12.15 Locked Down  

MLC 2021 Comedy.

 2.10 The Suicide Squad  

16VLC 2021 Adventure.

 4.20 The Call 16VLSC 2020 Horror.

 5.40 Gold Rush MLC 

 7.30 Gold Rush MLC Ends of 

the Earth.

 8.30 Gold Rush: White 

Water MLC Never Back 

Down.

 9.40 Dino Hunters PG The 

Verdict Is In Nano Or 

Trex.

 10.30 Alaskan Bush People PG 

All For One.

 11.25 Naked And Afraid MLC No 

Rain No Gain.

  FRIDAY  

 12.15 Barnwood Builders PG 

 1.05 Blowing Up History PG 

 1.55 Gold Rush PG 

 2.45 Naked And Afraid MLC 

 3.35 Bering Sea Gold MLC 

 4.25 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG 

 5.15 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 6.05 Man Caves PG 

 6.30 How Do They Do It? PG 

 6.55 How The Universe 

Works PG 

 7.45 Barnwood Builders PG 

 8.35 Demolition Down 

Under PG 

 9.25 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 10.20 Gold Rush MLC 

 11.15 Gold Rush: White 

Water MLC Never Back 

Down.

 12.35 Man Caves PG 

 1.05 Blowing Up History PG 

 2pm Naked And Afraid MLC 

 2.55 Homestead Rescue: 

Raney Ranch PG 

 3.50 Gold Rush MLC 

 5.30 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 5pm Big Brother Australia PG 0 
 6.30 Home And Away PG 0   

Theo strikes a chord with 
Chloe; Mac might confess 
to Logan; the police have 
their eyes on Logan.

 7pm Shortland Street PG 0 
 7.30 Ten 7: Aotearoa PG 0   

A look at the people and 
communities affected by 
crime in Aotearoa.

 8pm Highway Patrol PG 0   
A dramatic chase in 
the western suburbs of 
Melbourne; a man draws 
police attention when he 
throws a cigarette out the 
window.

 8.30 The Ex Best Thing M 0   
See how former partners 
get on finding a new 
match for their former 
flames.

 9.30 N Filthy House SOS 0   
Jon and Brennan bring 
Britain’s filthiest and most 
cluttered houses back 
to life.

 10.30 Ten 7: Aotearoa PG 3 0   
A look at the people and 
communities affected by 
crime in Aotearoa.

 11pm CSI MC 0 

  FRIDAY  
 12.50 Extant PG 0 
 1.35 Emmerdale PG 3 0 
 2am Infomercials 
 3am Wentworth 16VL 3 0 
 3.50 How To Get Away With 

Murder M 3 0 
 4.35 Neighbours PG 3 0 
 5am Infomercials 
 6am Les Mills Born To Move 0 
 6.25 Children’s Programmes 0 
 9am Infomercials 
 9.30 Les Mills Grit Cardio 0 
 10am Home And Away PG 3 0 
 10.30 Shortland Street PG 3 0 
 11am The Mindy Project MV 0 
 11.30 Charmed M 0 
 12.30 Heroes PG 0 
 1.20 The Drew Barrymore 

Show PG 0 
 2.15 Superstore PG 0 
 2.35 Sabrina The Teenage 

Witch 0 
 3.30 The Feed 
 5pm Big Brother Australia PG 0 

 5pm Gold Rush PG 0   

The Hoffman crew aims 

for its biggest weigh-in 

of the season; Parker’s 

new cut is frozen; Tony 

has dredge issues.

 6pm Newshub Live At 6pm 

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 7 Days M   

New Zealand comedians 

pit their wits against the 

week’s news and each 

other.

 8.30 Ahir Shah: Dots 16 0   

British comedian Ahir 

Shah explores identity, 

faith, family and the 

desire for certainty in 

uncertain times.

 10pm Newshub Late 

 10.30 NCIS M 3 0 

 11.25 Live At The Apollo 16 3 

0 

  FRIDAY  

 12.20 Infomercials 

 5.30 AM Early 

 6am AM 

 9am Infomercials 

 10.30 Gold Rush 3 0 

 11.30 Newshub Live At 

11.30am 

 Noon N Ready To Love M 

 1pm M My Mother’s 

Murder M 2018 Thriller.  

After being falsely 

accused of murdering 

her mother, a woman 

decides to return to her 

home town to find out 

the truth.  

Megan Park, Austin 

Highsmith, Stephen 

Colletti.

 2.55 Cutthroat Kitchen PG 0 

 3.55 Room Crashers 0 

 4.30 Newshub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Gold Rush PG 3 0   

The Hoffman crew gets 

stuck in the mud; Parker 

breaks his excavator; 

Tony gets hit where it 

hurts most.

 5pm Fish Of The Day PGC 3 0   

In Vanuatu, Clarke dives 

between Second World 

War wreckage at Million 

Dollar Point. Then, the 

hunt begins for the dog 

tooth tuna.

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Storage Wars PGL 3 0 

 7pm Pawn Stars PGC 3 

 7.30 Designing Dreams 3 0   

Matthew and architect 

Pip Cheshire explore the 

future of inner-city living 

and tour of the Britomart 

Precinct, where Pip was 

a lead designer.

 8.30 F Julia M 0   

A series inspired by 

TV chef Julia Child’s 

extraordinary life.

 9.30 Bull MLC 0   

TAC has to prepare a 

defence for a midwife 

accused of practising 

without a license in a 

Mennonite community.

 10.30 The Crowd Goes Wild 

 11pm UFC On Sky 

 11.30 The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 

  FRIDAY  

 12.30 Infomercials 

 8am Henry Danger PGV 0 

 8.25 The Casagrandes 3 0 

 8.50 The Moe Show 3 0 

 9am Wheel Of Fortune 3 

 9.30 Evil MVC 3 0 

 10.30 Big Love MSC 0 

 11.30 Royal Pains MVC 

 12.30 Duncanville MC 

 1pm House MVLC 0 

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm American Pickers PGC 3 

 5pm Fish Of The Day PGC 3 0 

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Paia 3 

 5.15 Haka Life 3 

 5.30 Taikura Kapa Haka 

Festival 3 

 6pm Te Arawa 3 

 6.30 Te Ao Marama 

 7pm Fresh PG 

 7.30 Funny Whare: 

Gamesnight PG 3 

 8pm The Walkers PG 3 

 8.30 Lucky Dip 3 

 9pm Queer And Here PG 

 9.30 Ahikaroa MLC 3 

 10pm Mura O Te Ahi PG 3 

 10.30 He Aha To Say? 3 

 11pm Te Ao Marama 

 11.30 Closedown 

  FRIDAY  

 6.30 Waiata Mai 3 

 6.40 Mahi Pai 3 

 6.50 Takaro Tribe 3 

 7am Darwin And Newts 3 

 7.10 Tamariki Haka 3 

 7.20 Te Nutube 

 7.30 Kia Mau 3 

 7.40 Cube 

 7.50 Huritua 3 

 8am Tribe 3 

 8.30 Oranga Ngakau 3 

 9.30 Whanau Living 3 

 10am Hangi Pit Masters 3 

 10.30 Toi Te Ora 3 

 11am Mura O Te Ahi PG 3 

 11.30 Fresh PG 3 

 Noon Te Ao Tapatahi 

 12.30 Iwi Anthems 3 

 1.05 Off The Grid With Pio 3 

 1.30 Ako 3 

 3.05 Waiata Mai 3 

 3.15 Mahi Pai 3 

 3.25 Takaro Tribe 3 

 3.35 Darwin And Newts 3 

 3.45 Tamariki Haka 3 

 3.55 Te Nutube 3 

 4.05 Kia Mau 3 

 4.15 Cube 

 4.25 Huritua 3 

 4.35 Polyfest 3 

 5pm Paia 3 

 5.15 Haka Life 3 

 5.30 Taikura Kapa Haka 

Festival 3 

 5.05 Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 6pm Money For Nothing 

 7pm Griff’s Canadian 

Adventure PG   

Griff finishes his journey 

across Canada in British 

Columbia. He discovers 

what it is about this 

place that makes people 

so happy.

 8pm Newshub Live At 8pm 

 8.30 Finding Alice M 

 9.30 Turquoise Fever 

 10.30 Griff’s Canadian 

Adventure PG 

 11.30 Flea Market Flip 

  FRIDAY  

 12am Infomercials 

 6am Grizzly Project PG 

 7am The Pioneer Woman 

 7.30 Valerie’s Home Cooking 

 7.55 Rick Stein’s India 

 9.10 Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 10.05 Money For Nothing 

 11.05 Restored 

 Noon Turquoise Fever 

 1pm Finding Alice M 

 2pm Griff’s Canadian 

Adventure PG 

 3pm Cat v Dog PG 

 4pm I Hart Food   

Hannah Hart tastes 

some unique recipes 

including Mongolian BBQ 

lamb ribs, tandoori fried 

chicken and blueberry 

BBQ sauce.

 4.30 Comfort Food Tour 

 5pm Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 5.30 Shark Tank PG 
 6.30 Bar Rescue PGLC 
 7.30 Ghost Hunters PGC   

The Perry-Mansfield 
Performing Arts Camp 
has long been plagued 
by reports of paranormal 
encounters.

 8.30 Below Deck: Sailing 
Yacht M 

 9.30 The Real Housewives Of 
Orange County M 

 10.30 Killer Couples MVC 3 
 11.25 Accident, Suicide Or 

Murder? MC 3 

  FRIDAY  
 12.15 Infomercials 
 6am Infomercials 
 10am Hoarders PG 3 
 10.55 Bar Rescue PGLC 3 
 11.45 Killer Couples MVC 3 
 12.40 Shark Tank PG 3 
 1.40 The Real Housewives Of 

New York City M 3 
 2.40 Hoarders PG 3 
 3.35 Top Chef PG 
 4.35 Shark Tank PG 3 
 5.35 Shark Tank PG 

5pm Checkpoint With Lisa Owen.  
6.30 Trending Now  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
10pm News At Ten  
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.  
11.04 Music 101 Pocket Edition  
Tony Stamp wraps up the 
highlights from Music 101, and 
presents the latest in new music.  

FRIDAY   
12.04 All Night Programme  
5am First Up With Nathan Rarere.  
6am Morning Report With Susie 
Ferguson and Corin Dann.  
9.06 Nine To Noon  
With Kathryn Ryan.  
Noon Midday Report  
With Mani Dunlop.  
1.06 Afternoons  
With Jesse Mulligan.  
3.45 The Panel  
With Wallace Chapman.  
5pm Checkpoint With Lisa Owen.  

The Ex Best Thing 
 8.30pm on TVNZ 2

Ahir Shah: Dots 
 8.30pm on Three

Julia 
 8.30pm on Prime

Compiled by26May22

© TVNZ 2022 © TVNZ 2022

 5pm Super Rugby U20 (HLS) 

Day Two.

 6pm Super Rugby 

Pacific (HLS) Chiefs v 

Force.

 6.30 UFC On Sky 

 7pm GrassRoots Rugby 

 8pm Inside Netball 

 8.30 The Crowd Goes Wild 

 9pm UFC On Sky 

 9.30 GrassRoots Rugby 

 10.30 Inside Netball 

 11pm Cycling: Giro 

D’Italia (HLS) 

 11.30 L Cycling: Giro 

D’italia  

Stage 18: Borgo 

Valsugana to Treviso.

  FRIDAY  

 3.35 Super Rugby Pacific (RPL) 

Chiefs v Force.

 5.35 Rugby Nation 

 6am L Darts: Premier 

League Night 16.

 9.30 French Top 14 

Highlights Show 

 10am Rugby Nation 

 10.30 Super Rugby Pacific (RPL) 

Reds v Moana Pasifika.

 12.30 Aotearoa Rugby Pod 

 1pm Super Rugby 

Pacific (HLS) 

 1.30 Super Rugby 

Pacific (HLS) 

 2pm Rugby Heaven 

 2.45 First XV Rugby (RPL) 

Lindisfarne College v 

Wesley College.

 4.30 L First XV Rugby  

Christ’s College v 

Christchurch Boys’ High.

SKY SPORT 1



Arts & Entertainment

Tribute to the masters of rock
by Avneesh Vincent

F
ollowing in the footsteps of 
legendary band Led Zeppelin, 
five musical geniuses are ready 

to rock ‘n’ roll and win the hearts of 
locals.

Calling themselves Lead Zipline, 
band members include vocalist Paul 
Kelly, lead guitar Ry Swarovski, 
bassist Ben Hagar, keyboardist 
Stallone D’Souza and Frankie Mac 
on drums.

They plan to bring the same 
hypnotic effect with their hard rock, 
heavy metal and blues music of their 
masters, who gripped the world stage 
decades ago.

At the heart of producing such an 
ambitious sonic tapestry is Mac, who 
created the band two years ago.

“Our band was basically formed 
due to Covid-19. Our original line-
up mostly consisted of stranded pro 
musicians who came together for a 
love of the greatest rock band of all 
time,” Mac said.

But the journey to create a tribute 
act from the world’s greatest rock 
band was far from a walk in the park.

Born in Scotland, Mac started his 
musical voyage at the age of 10.

As a young musician he excelled 
as a drummer and percussionist, 
performing in many classical, rock 
and jazz events. 

“I was a session drummer/

percussionist and worked with artists 
such as Deacon Blue, BBC, Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, Bad Kangaroo, 
Love Decree, Island Records and 
many others,” Mac said. 

He was awarded a scholarship 
to the Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama (RSAMD), where 
he majored in percussion, the same 
academy that three-time Grammy 
award-winning percussionist Evelyn 
Glennie attended.

“So if you want to become a world 
class musician, RSAMD is where you 
want to go,” Mac said.

The drummer’s tryst with English 
rock band Led Zeppelin started when 
he met late singer songwriter John 
Martyn.

Known for marrying folk and jazz, 
Martyn was a “famous artist in his 
own right in the UK and Europe”.

Mac said the late legend, who 
became a close friend, had worked 
with numerous high profile musicians 
including Eric Clapton, David 
Gilmour and Phil Collins.

“I got to meet John when he was 
headlining at a venue. At the time 
I was working as the UK talent for 
Island Records in London. Later 
we had a talk behind the stage and 
shared a good laugh. 

“At first he told me straight up that 
he didn’t like the idea of having a 
Scottish drummer in his band.

“I asked him to give me a chance 

and if it didn’t work out we could 
have a beer together. And that’s what 
we did and we became really good 
friends.”

Mac said their friendship grew 
stronger and as a consequence, 
Martyn sacked his drummer for Mac.

It turned out the sacked drummer 
was part of a close-knit session band 
that worked for Martyn and Robert 
Plant of Led Zeppelin.

However, the day before Martyn’s 
band was set to go on tour, the band 
members stood down until their old 
drummer came back. Martyn had no 
choice but to let Mac go.

The incident “deeply hurt” Mac and 
he gave up music professionally at 23.

“I entered a period of mourning for 
15 years . . . I could not bear to listen 
to the radio and stopped playing the 
drums because I had given up on 
music.”

Over the past 25 years, Mac 
pursued a career in science and 
secured four degrees.

“I came to New Zealand in 2011 
as an environmental scientist and 
renewable energy developer and that 
is when music came back into my 
life.”

After being recognised as an ex 
drummer from the UK, he was 
encouraged by neighbour Ron Brown 
(ex lead singer and writer of the once 
well-known band The Clevedonaires, 
to have a few jams. Together they 

formed a jazzy/folk/pop fusion band 
Cruze.

This led to the formation of Clan 
Celtica in 2013.

The Scottish tribal group, which 
weaved emotive Celtic melodies and 
pulsating dynamic drum beats, went 
on to win International Celtic Artist 
of the Year at the Australian Music 
Awards in 2016. Their debut album, 
Tribal Thunder, was placed at the top 
10 in the New Zealand official album 
charts in 2019.

But it was the pandemic that 
brought his working life, like many 
others, to a complete stop.

With extra time on his hands, he 
decided the time was right to form 
Lead Zipline if the talent could be 
found.

Mac remembers finding and 
playing Led Zeppelin’s Mothership 
album, which he had bought a decade 
ago and kept in mint condition.

He found his bandmates by 
advertising, searching social media 
and going through hundreds of 
audition tapes. 

Now Mac is back on stage to show 
the world he “could have been a 
contender”, and to produce perhaps 
the best tribute in honour of a 
legendary band.

 ■ Lead Zipline, Smash Palace, 
Sunday, June 19, 7pm. Tickets 
from $35+bf at eventfinda.co.nz 

WORLD-CLASS ACT: Lead Zipline will take 
to the stage next month at Smash Palace. 
 Picture supplied 



by Andrew McKenna

T
his is a play that redefines the 
concept of graveyard humour, 
mainly as much of it takes place 

in a cemetery. 
Martin McDonagh’s A Skull in 

Connemara is the latest offering by 
Gisborne Unity Theatre and opens on 
Friday, June 3.

This production has been a long time 
in the making, with stalwart director 
Norman Maclean at the helm. 

Postponed from April 1 when one of 
the cast came down with Covid-19, and 
then with further travails as the lighting 
man and then the director himself had to 
undergo surgery, the show is now ready 
to roll with its mix of Irish west country 
discord and black humour.

“It’s written by Martin McDonagh and 
it’s absolutely amazing,” said production 
manager Jill White. 

“It has the playwright’s characteristically 
warped sense of humour and love of 
bizarre, which holds strong appeal for 
Norman.”

The play is the second in McDonagh’s 
Leenane Trilogy, and for the movie 
buffs among us McDonagh also wrote 

and directed the acclaimed movie Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri. 

“The cast have been working together 
absolutely incredibly right from the 

beginning, and have embraced their roles,” 
Ms White said.

“They have been a pleasure to direct, 
they worked on the accents and in 
Norman’s absence they want it to be the 
best play it can be.”

Without giving any spoilers away, the 
plot revolves around a small town where 
the cemetery has run out of space, and 
every year they have to dig up the bones 
of those who have been there for seven 
years to make way for new arrivals. They 
find that one set of bones is missing. 

“They get all the bones from the graves 
and they have to smash them up on the 
dining room table. They have wooden 
mallets and smash three skulls per 
performance,” Ms White said.

“It’s quite irreverent but very funny.”
Mr Maclean has directed three of 

McDonagh’s plays previously and this one 
shows his polished touch both with the 
material and in guiding the actors through 
their paces. 

A Skull in Connemara opens at Unity 
Theatre, 209 Ormond Road, Friday, June 
3, and runs to Saturday, June 11. Evening 
shows are at 7.30pm and the Sunday 
matinee is on at 3.30pm. Tickets from 
eventfinda.co.nz or i-SITE.

Digging up the past in Connemara

Hammering on tHe skull: Mairtin (Sabian Coomber-Nickerson) gleefully learns 
Mick’s (Ayden Malone) technique for disposing of unwanted mortal remains. 
� Picture supplied

A 
mega night is coming up 
for Smash Palace with 
Wellington bands Tahini 

Bikini, Sureboy and Nervous 
in the Buslane hitting the stage 
tomorrow night from 7pm.

Six-piece “salad-funk” band 
Tahini Bikini, inspired by neo-
soul, funk and hip-hop, are 
heading Gisborne-side and are 
leading the bill. 

They will be supported by 
Sureboy, Wellington’s latest 
all-girl pop-rock band. Beth 
Stewart, Simone McCarthy, Freyja 
Appleyard and Lily Fulton are 
ready to hit crowds with their 
catchy riffs and harmonised rants 
about the less finer things in life.

Nervous in the Buslane will also 
put in an appearance on the night, 
and that item is James Phizacklea’s 
(who also plays for Tahini Bikini) 
solo project.

Madeline Lucy Taylor plays 
guitar and piano in Tahini 
Bikini, focusing on vocals and 
songwriting, while her bandmates 
are Cae Te Wheoro Heke on bass, 
Lukas Jury on guitar, Chev Fraser 
on trumpet/keys, Barney Johnson 
at the drums and Alex Coffey on 
guitar/keys.

The band started as a 
conversation in the line for the 

toilets at a local bar between 
Taylor and Jury (who writes all the 
guitar riffs), and evolved into a six-
piece over a few months. 

Crocodile Tears is their latest 
single with a neat drum take 
by Johnson accompanied by Te 
Wheoro Heke’s strong bassline. 
It was their second or third song 
before they became a full band, 
and the first that features Fraser’s 
trumpet.

We are likely to hear a lot more 
about Tahini Bikini, with other 
projects bubbling along such as 
more singles in the works and 
further collaborations.

Sureboy, the second act of 
the night, write songs based on 
storytelling, where heavy themes 
are discussed but garnished with 
humour. 

“You think you want to be with 
me?/I think you just need therapy” 
goes one line from one of their fan 
favourites, Better. 

“The main theme is often 
poking fun at some really shitty 
things that have happened and 
trying to put them in more of a 
humorous light,” Stewart said.

This sense of humour comes 
in handy, because the all-female 
line-up unfortunately means “good 
for a girl band” is a statement the 

group have heard more than once. 
The band have had a fair share 
of encounters Stewart patiently 
describes as “testing”. 

“The best one that I can think 
of is when we were starting a 
show, and someone came up and 

was, like: ‘Do you know how to 
work the mic stand?’. And I’m, 
like, ‘Yeah, I’ve been singing my 
whole life. You think I don’t know 
how to work the mic stand?’  ”

 ■ Join six-piece band Tahini 

Bikini as they bring neo-soul, 
funk and hip-hop to Smash 
Palace, tomorrow, 7pm. 
Supported by Sureboy and 
Nervous in the Bus Lane. 
Tickets $15 from eventbrite.
co.nz or $20 at the door.

Specialty ‘salad-funk’ sound coming to town

taHini Bikini: Band members are ready to rock Gisborne with their “salad-funk” tomorrow night at Smash 
Palace.  Picture supplied
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ThisWeek

 ■ Freedance

A movement and dance meditation 
practice with a variety of sound and 
rhythms. St Andrew’s Church Hall, 
tonight 7pm, $5 entry.

 ■ Tahini Trip

Join six-piece band Tahini Bikini as 
they bring neo-soul, funk and hip-
hop to Smash Palace, tomorrow, 7pm. 
Supported by Sureboy and Nervous 
in the Bus Lane. Tickets $15 from 
eventbrite.co.nz or $20 at the door.

 ■ Sesquicentennial Variety Concert

St Andrew’s Church, 176 Cobden 
Street, Saturday, 4pm. Free entry, 
koha to support performers optional. 

COMING UP

 ■ Boogie Wonderland

It’s time to dust off those boogie 
shoes and head to Smash Palace for 
the annual Boogie Wonderland 70s 
disco party. Smash Palace, Sunday 
June 5, 8pm. Prizes for dressing up 
and dancing, supper provided. $10 at 
the door.

 ■ St Andrew’s Lunchtime Concert 
Series

Piano Extravaganza XII: Pianists 
Bronwen and Samantha Holdsworth, 
Coralie Hunter, Corey Lugtig, 
Catherine Macdonald, Sue McVey, 
Beverley Peach, Sean Scanlen and 
Trish Tattle, with students Pyper 
August, Monty Copeland, Te Rei 
Forbes, and Wairere Kutia, playing 
two, three, four (and even more) at a 
time, on one or two (or more) pianos. 
St Andrew’s Church, Monday, June 
6, 12.30pm. Free entry, koha optional 
to performers for expenses and piano 
maintenance fund.

 ■ No Place Like Dome

Come and celebrate Dome Theatre’s 
15th birthday, Saturday, June 18, 
8pm. The line-up includes The Night 
Moves, The Oh So Lonelys, Sound 
Collective and DJ Kirst. Free entry.

 ■ Gisborne Choral Society

Presents Vivaldi’s Gloria and assorted 
works at St Andrew’s Church, 2pm, 
June 26. Proceeds to go to Red Cross 
appeal for Ukraine. 

THEATRE

 ■ A Skull in Connemara

Unity Theatre’s Norman Maclean-
directed A Skull in Connemara 
is coming June 3 to 11. Tickets 
from eventfinda.co.nz or from the 
Gisborne i-SITE.

 ■ Avenue Q The Musical

Musical Theatre Gisborne, on stage 
June 24 to July 8. Tickets from 
eventfinda.co.nz or i-SITE.

 ■ The Secret Garden

Evolution Theatre, Disraeli St. 
June 30 to July 10. Tickets from 
trybooking.com

 ■ Rock of Ages

Gisborne Centre Stage presents 
Rock of Ages, coming to Lawson 
Field Theatre, August 12 to 20. R16. 
Tickets from ticketek or from the 
Gisborne i-SITE.

Got something going on?  

Let The Guide know at  

guide@gisborneherald.co.nz,

or telephone 869 0635

VISUAL ARTS

 ■ Sea of Positivity

A collection of intuitive, abstract 
paintings and 3D wall sculptures 
inspired by ocean seascapes. 
Tairāwhiti Museum, until July 3.

 ■ Textiles Alive

For their latest exhibition, four 
textile artists have set themselves 
the challenge to focus on creating 
oversized fabric artworks all 
presented in their uniquely 
individual styling. Tairāwhiti 
Museum, until June 12.

 ■ Let Me Be Myself — The 
Story of Anne Frank

Developed by Anne Frank House 
in the Netherlands, and viewed by 
more than 10 million people in 80 
countries, this exhibition explores 
what life in hiding was like for 
Anne, her family, and the other 
occupants of Prinsengracht 263. 
Tairāwhiti Museum, until July 24.

ArtsGuide

A 
sensual, cerebral, 
sesquicentennial 
celebration — 

such is the billing for a 
variety concert springing 
from the combined 
75th birthdays of local 
musicians Catherine 
Macdonald and Gavin 
Maclean this Saturday, 
May 28.

With a mixture of fun 
and serious items, the 
programme will include 
musical groups associated 
with the couple: the 
Gisborne Choral Society, 
St Andrew’s and Men’s 
choirs, Brazilian band 
Lars and the Clandestinos, 
piano quartet, with added 
contributions from family 
members.

The Choral Society 
will give a foretaste of 
their upcoming concert in 
June, and provide backing 
for Amanda Maclean’s 
original song, Poets Past.

Accompanied by 
Sean Scanlen at the 
organ, Catherine will be 
partnered by trumpeter 
Per Elzen for Handel’s 
Let the Bright Seraphim, 
and with Coralie Hunter 
on piano and Sue St John 
on flute, an acrobatic set 
of variations on Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star. 

Gavin will be joined by 
Coralie for the romantic 
Beethoven song-cycle An 
die ferne Geliebte (To the 
distant beloved).

The whānau includes 

bagpipers Robert Hunter 
(brother-in-law) and 
his grandson Ralph, and 
other singers (including 
Belinda Behle (daughter), 
injured so playing piano 
with left-hand only, but 
also singing, in a merry 
combination.

At 4pm on Saturday, 
May 28, this is part of the 
St Andrew’s concert series, 
sponsored by Marjorie 

Redstone Trust, JN 
Williams Memorial Trust, 
and HB Williams Turanga 
trust. Entry is free, with 
optional koha to assist the 
performing groups and the 
church. 

 ■ Sesquicentennial 
Variety Concert, St 
Andrew’s Church, 
176 Cobden Street, 
Saturday, 4pm.

Sesquicentennial celebration

 let’s waltz forever! It Is pleasure: A line 
from Gounod’s Faust, with Gavin Maclean as Faust 
and Catherine Macdonald as Marguerite in a 1979 
production.  Picture supplied

pIano extraordInaIres: In rehearsal 
for the Queen’s Birthday piano concert 
are, from left, Bev Peach, Trish Tattle, 
Catherine Macdonald, Tim Brown and Te 
Rei Forbes.  Picture by Paul Rickard

T
he Piano Extravaganza is fast 
becoming a Gisborne institution, 
and the 12th iteration of the 

annual event is coming up fast on Queen’s 
Birthday.

“It has been a delightfully successful 
concert over 12 years with only one break 
in 2020, when along with the rest of the 
world, no performing arts were happening 
anywhere,” said organiser Catherine 
Macdonald. 

“But we were able to present the 10th 
Extravaganza at Labour Weekend instead, 
and 2021 and 2022 both returned to the 
traditional Queen’s Birthday slot.”

Piano Extravaganza XII: Pianists 
Bronwen and Samantha Holdsworth, 

Coralie Hunter, Corey Lugtig, Catherine 
Macdonald, Sue McVey, Beverley Peach, 
Sean Scanlen and Trish Tattle, with 
students Pyper August, Monty Copeland, 
Te Rei Forbes, and Wairere Kutia, playing 
two, three, four (and even more) at a time, 
on one or two (or more) pianos. 

Tea and coffee at the door. Bring your 
lunch. Admission is free but there is an 
optional koha or donation to performers for 
expenses and the piano maintenance fund. 
St Andrew’s Church, 176 Cobden Street, 
Monday, June 6, 12.30pm.

Presented by the Gisborne Presbyterian 
Parish assisted by Marjorie Redstone Trust, 
JN Williams Memorial Trust and HB 
Williams Turanga Trust.

Piano Extravaganza with 
everything to play for
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Smokefree Rockquest

Friday June 17th

Matariki Glow Show

Wednesday June 22nd
10.00am & 11.30am

7 Days Live

Friday June 24th 
7.30pm

The Boss 
Bruce Springsteen Tribute

Thursday August 25th, 7.30pm

Chamber Music NZ presents

Tararua - Bird Like Men

Saturday July 9th, 7.00pm

Centre Stage Theatre Co

Rock of Ages

August 12th-August 20th

Accepting bookings for functions, 

events, meetings and conferences. 

Email halls@gdc.govt.nz 4
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by Mark Kennedy, AP Film Writer

E
arly on in Top Gun: 
Maverick, Tom Cruise hops 
on his sleek motorcycle, 

wearing Aviator sunglasses and a 
leather jacket with patches, and 
speeds into a time machine. No, 
that’s not right. It’s actually us who 
take a trip back.

More than 30 years after Cruise 
smirked his way to the cocky 
heights of the ‘80s as the maverick 
Navy pilot codenamed Maverick, he 
effortlessly picks up the character 
in a new chapter of Top Gun that is 
an absolutely, thoroughly enjoyable 
ride — a textbook example of how 
to make a sequel.

Top Gun: Maverick satisfies with 
one foot in the past by hitting 
all the touchstones of the first 
film — fast motorcycles, the song 
“Danger Zone”, military fetishisms, 
humourless Navy bosses, shirtless 
bonding sports, “the hard deck”, bar 
singalongs and buzzing the tower — 
and yet stands on its own. 

Cruise is, of course, back, reprising 
his rebel test pilot now based in 
a forgotten corner of the Mojave 
Desert, a mere captain when he 
should be an admiral because he 
keeps bucking authority. The years 
have not calmed Maverick from his 
impulsive, hot-headed style. 

This is Cruise at his most Cruise-
iest, coiled, sure and arrogant, teeth 
gleaming in the sunshine.

His once-rival Iceman — Val 
Kilmer — is back, too, a huge Navy 

muckety-muck now. And even 
Goose is back, by way of his son, the 
similarly moustachioed Miles Teller, 
who is strikingly similar looking to 
Anthony Edwards, the actor who 
played Maverick’s doomed flight 
partner and wingman in life in the 
first film. 

That death looms large for 
Maverick even 30 years on: “Talk to 
me, Goose,” he’ll whisper to himself.

But Maverick, on the edge of 
extinction, has one last job for 
the Navy: Train a group of young 
hotshots for a dangerous bombing 
mission in Iran. 

One potential snag: The young 
hotshots he must train include 
Goose’s son, call sign Rooster. 

Director Joseph Kosinski brings 
a visceral feel to the film, somehow 
making us feel claustrophobic in the 
wide open sky as pilots swoop and 
swerve. He wonderfully alternates 
between loud scenes outside with 
airplane engines roaring and quiet 
ones indoors of people almost 
whispering. He also switches from 
brilliant sun to dark interiors.

One welcome touch in the 
screenplay by Ehren Kruger, Eric 
Warren Singer and Christopher 
McQuarrie is a new love interest for 
Maverick. 

Jennifer Connelly plays a divorced 
bar owner who has a townhouse, 
a beach house, a sailboat and 
a Porsche, so business is good. 
But she’s also not a pushover for 
on-again-off-again Maverick and, 
in a key scene, she’s the comfortable 

pilot of a boat and he’s the clueless 
one.

This is a more thoughtful 
Maverick, more gloomy. 

Top Gun: Maverick is in some 
ways a meditation on what happens 
to gifted rebels later in life. He is 
riven by guilt and in one scene he 
is picked up and unceremoniously 
tossed out of a bar by the very same 
hotshots that he was 30 years ago. 
Worst, he’s called “Pops”. 

What is remarkable is that Cruise 
looks to have indeed found a way to 
thwart time. His chiselled body and 
still-boyish face are indistinguishable 
from the pilots three decades his 
junior during a football game on the 
beach.

The film handles Maverick’s 
personal stuff — wooing the 
barmaid, repairing his relationship 
with Goose’s kid — while also 
fulfilling its promise as an action 
movie. 

There are jets pulling 10Gs, 
the metal sound of cockpit sticks 
being pulled, epic dogfights and the 
whine of machinery balking at the 
demands put on it. The action even 
takes a few unexpected and thrilling 
turns. So jump on Maverick’s bike, 
hug him tight and join him on the 
highway to the danger zone.

 ■ Top Gun: Maverick, a 
Paramount Pictures release, 
is rated M for violence and 
offensive  language. Running 
time: 131 minutes. Three and a 
half stars out of four.

A welcome trip to 
the danger zone

SUCCESSFUL SEQUEL: Tom Cruise reprises 
his role as US Navy pilot Pete “Maverick” 
Mitchell more than three decades after the 
release of the original Top Gun film. 
� AP�picture�via�Paramount

 

	 FilmGuide

DOME CINEMA

 ■ After Yang

A girl’s beloved companion 
— an android named Yang 
— malfunctions, and the girl’s 
father searches for a way to 
repair it. In the process, he 
reconnects with his wife and 
daughter and discovers the life 
that has been passing in front 
of him. Stars Colin Farrell, 
Haley Lu Richardson and 
Justin H. Min.

 ■ Escape from Mogadishu

Based-on-fact story of rival 
Korean diplomats becoming 
trapped as civil war rages in 
Mogadishu, Somalia. With no 
aid from either North or South 
Korean governments, their 
only shot at survival requires 
them to work together.

 ■ Nobody Has to Know

A man who has had a stroke 
and has no memories of his 
life meets a woman on the 
Isle of Lewis in the Outer 
Hebrides of Scotland. She lets 
him into a secret: they were 
in love.

 ■ The Punk Singer

A 2013 documentary about 
feminist singer Kathleen 
Hanna, who fronted the bands 
Bikini Kill and Le Tigre, and 
was a central figure in the “riot 
grrrl” movement.

ODEON MULTIPLEX

 ■ How to Please a Woman

Australian film with an 
English lead and a New 
Zealand actor or two about 
a woman who buys a failing 
removals firm and turns it into 
a business where handsome 
men do housework and, if 
requested, give orgasms. Stars 
Sally Phillips, Alexander 
England and Josh Thomson.

 ■ The Bob’s Burgers Movie

A ruptured water main creates 
a sinkhole in front of Bob’s 
Burgers, blocking the entrance 
indefinitely and ruining the 
Belchers’ plans for a successful 
summer. While Bob and Linda 
struggle to keep the business 
afloat, the kids try to solve a 
mystery that could save their 
family’s restaurant.

 ■ Top Gun: Maverick

After more than 30 years of 
service as one of the Navy’s 
top aviators, Pete “Maverick” 
Mitchell is where he belongs, 
pushing the envelope as a 

courageous test pilot and 
dodging the advancement 
in rank that would ground 
him. Training a detachment 
of graduates for a special 
assignment, Maverick must 
confront the ghosts of his past.

 ■ The Northman

Viking story based on the 
Scandinavian legend that 
inspired Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
Stars Alexander Skarsgard, 
Ethan Hawke, Nicole Kidman 
and Willem Dafoe.

 ■ Nobody Has to Know

A man who has had a stroke 
and has no memories of his 
life meets a woman on the 
Isle of Lewis in the Outer 
Hebrides. She lets him into a 
secret: they were in love.

 ■ Haute Couture

Esther is at the end of her 
career as head seamstress 
at Dior Avenue Montaigne 
workshop. One day, she gets 
her handbag stolen in the 
metro by a 20-year-old girl, 
Jade. Instead of calling the 
police she decides to take care 
of Jade.

 ■ Operation Mincemeat

It’s 1943 and the Allies are 
set to invade Fortress Europe, 
landing on Sicily. But they 
must convince the Germans 
they have other plans. Stars 
Colin Firth, Matthew 
Macfadyen, Kelly Macdonald 
and Penelope Wilton. 

 ■ Downton Abbey: A New 
Era

A Crawley family excursion 
to the South of France is the 
setting for the second feature 
film based on the characters 
of the deliciously addictive 
television series.

 ■ Doctor Strange in the 
Multiverse of Madness

A few months after the events 
of Spider-Man: No Way 
Home, Dr Stephen Strange, 
with the help of both old and 
new mystical allies, travels 
into the multiverse to face a 
mysterious new adversary.

 ■ The Lost City

Sandra Bullock, Channing 
Tatum, Daniel Radcliffe and 
Brad Pitt have a ball hamming 
it up in this story of a studious 
romantic novelist rescued by 
a book-cover model from the 
clutches of a billionaire seeking 
a lost city of riches.
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Otago greys at Wingatui  Friday  Meeting 6  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 8-9-10  Q. 2-3-4-5, 7-8-9-10  PL6 5-10

1 Positive Signs 11.21
 $15,000, maiden, 1600m

 1 66623 Tomyturbo  (2)  58.5 53  K Chowdhoory (a)

 2 — Telling Tales SCRATCHED

 3 05s04 Enough Said  (9)  58.5 50  J Laking 
 4 49s54 Spin A Champion  (3)  58.5 50  
    Brandon May 
 5 5 Energetic  (6)  58.5 47  C Campbell 
 6 060s5 Ole Mate  (13)  58.5 47  S D Khetoo (a3)
 7 0s756 Bad Flamingo  (7)  58.5 45  K Asano (a)
 8 50766 Ideal Warrior  (4)  58.5 45  
    Y Atchamah (a4)
 9 20983 Villanelle  (1)  56.5 51  K Mudhoo 
 10 68930 Rulzthenight  (8)  56.5 50  G Jogoo 
 11 0464s Trekolure  (14)  56.5 50  D M de Oca (a1)
 12 70309 Prima Donna  (15)  56.5 49  K Williams 
 13  Guru Leigh  (11)  56.5 45  T Comignaghi 
 14 66s67 Voralto  (12)  56.5 45  K Kwo 

EMERGENCIES:
 15 80s06 Choice Moment  (10)  56.5 45  C Johnson 
 16 800s0 Clara Moncrieff  (5)  56.5 45   

2 Continental Event Hire 11.51
 $15,000, maiden, 1400m

 1 32352 Iron Mike  (3)  58.5 54  S Wynne 
 2 43222 Koputaroa  (4)  58.5 54  Ms M Taylor (a4)
 3 0632 Candidate  (14)  58.5 53  J Lowry 
 4 7735 Taramea Lad  (11)  58.5 51  R Mudhoo 
 5 0s040 Archerfield  (2)  58.5 49  A Balloo 
 6 9 Dublin Hunter  (10)  58.5 45  
    D M de Oca (a1)
 7 88 Leo’s Hippo  (9)  58.5 45  K Asano (a)
 8 90s97 Lockdown Legacy  (8)  58.5 45  
    D Bothamley 
 9 9 McMight  (7)  58.5 45  C Campbell 
 10  Savvy Man  (12)  58.5 45  
    K Chowdhoory (a)
 11 59777 Show Us Plenty  (6)  58.5 45  T Moseley 
 12 53s44 Dushku  (13)  56.5 53  C L Carmine 
 13 080s2 Diceland  (1)  56.5 52  K Mudhoo 
 14 784s7 Pleasurenpain  (5)  56.5 49  T Comignaghi 

3 Speights 12.22
 $35,000, open handicap, 1400m

 1 s1502 Midnight Runner  (6)  61.5 91  
    T Comignaghi 
 2 4148s William Wallace  (3)  58.5 85  J Laking 
 3 1224s Silent Battler  (5)  58 84  D Bothamley 
 4 2s443 Scarfi  (8)  55.5 83  T Moseley 
 5 46551 So Much Mour  (7)  55.5 79  
    S D Khetoo (a3)
 6 29027 Severine  (4)  54 76  S Toolooa (a3)
 7 33266 Harbourside  (1)  54 75  K Williams 
 8 34668 Pullyoursocksup  (2)  54 72  K Asano (a)
 9 34462 Tap ‘n’ Go  (9)  54 65  S Wynne 

4 Alleviate Administration 12.57
 $30,000, 2yo sw+p, 1100m

 1 27 Mooloolaba  (7)  57 54  J Laking 

 2  Thats Charming  (2)  57 47  K Asano (a)
 3 7 Maximus Augustus  (5)  57 45  R Mudhoo 
 4 6 Garden City  (6)  55 47  K Chowdhoory (a)
 5 55s Jaffa  (3)  55 47  BB Hong 
 6 8 Secretxpress  (1)  55 47  K Mudhoo 
 7 9 My Degree  (4)  55 45  C Johnson 

5 Otago Daily Times 1.32
 $35,000, open handicap, 2200m

 1 98592 Kilowatt  (4)  60 85  S D Khetoo (a3)
 2 04030 Nomen Ludi  (5)  58 81  K Williams 
 3 076s5 Dee And Gee  (8)  57.5 84  S Wynne 
 4 13231 Pinhead  (7)  54 72  R Mudhoo 
 5 09s04 Milford Sound  (1)  54 69  K Asano (a)
 6 27039 Zambezi Zipper  (9)  54 65  C Barnes 
 7 66644 Aquattack  (6)  54 64  T Comignaghi 
 8 Ps998 Ringbolt  (3)  54 59  K Mudhoo 
 9 47379 The Lost Boys  (2)  54 57  
    K Chowdhoory (a)
 10 49658 Youneverknow  (10)  54 55  S Toolooa (a3)

6 Nellies Bar And Restaurant 2.07
 $30,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 2200m

 1 04236 Poniard  (12)  59.5 64  R Mudhoo 
 2 48421 Leave It To Me  (16)  58.5 62  S Wynne 
 3 60851 Ying Resolute  (7)  58.5 62  
    S D Khetoo (a3)
 4 47007 Jack Be Quick  (15)  58 61  C Campbell 
 5 15030 Stop Making Sense  (17)  57 63  
    K Williams 
 6 46263 Vicenza  (3)  57 63  T Comignaghi 
 7 90822 Holy Loch  (4)  57 59  Y Atchamah (a4)
 8 66610 Nevets  (1)  56.5 62  T Moseley 
 9 80527 Colour Me Red  (13)  56.5 58  L Callaway 
 10 40s58 Hey Soul Sister  (5)  56 61  C Johnson 
 11 4s068 Day Light  (6)  55.5 60  B Murray 
 12 10s78 Diamond Riviere  (14)  55.5 60  G Jogoo 
 13 35024 Kitty Power  (8)  55 59  C Barnes 
 14 47444 Sympathique  (10)  54 57  K Mudhoo 
EMERGENCIES:
 15 10007 Hey Mickey  (9)  56 57   

 16 47379 The Lost Boys  (2)  56 57   
 17 49658 Youneverknow  (11)  54 55   

7 Be My Guest Stationary 2.42
 $15,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1400m

 1 71740 Savvy Boy  (6)  59 61  T Comignaghi 
 2 20s38 Fiery Red  (9)  57.5 62  T Moseley 
 3 20095 Kerany  (16)  57.5 62  C Barnes 
 4 26Ls0 Alegre  (10)  57 61  K Chowdhoory (a)
 5 31005 Cheyenne Dreams  (14)  57 61  C Johnson 
 6 1s709 Paze The Power  (13)  57 61  K Kwo 
 7 90s43 Rita Hayworth  (11)  57 61  L Callaway 
 8 064s7 Drake Bay  (8)  57 57  C L Carmine 
 9 69265 La Opcion  (5)  56.5 60  D M de Oca (a1)
 10 707s0 Light Brocade  (3)  56.5 60  G Jogoo 
 11 8s244 Russian Fable  (2)  56 59  K Asano (a)
 12 2s07s Uphold  (15)  56 59  K Rathoar (a4)
 13 60s23 She’s Got The Look  (7)  55.5 58  
    K Mudhoo 
 14 s0520 Take A Risk  (1)  55.5 58  S Wynne 
EMERGENCIES:
 15 00s90 Run For Cover  (12)  56 55   
 16 0s890 Sentient  (4)  56 55   

8 White Robe Lodge 3.17
 $30,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1400m

 1 43666 Desert Magic  (1)  59.5 64  C Barnes 
 2 033s6 Island Hop  (15)  59.5 64  J Lowry 
 3 120s5 Burnvue  (7)  59 63  A Balloo 
 4 541 Matscot  (14)  59 63  T Moseley 
 5 60731 Sea Shepherd  (2)  59 63  C Campbell 
 6 16s92 Stop Yelling  (9)  59 63  R Cuneen 
 7 1970s Wild Like  (12)  59 63  K Chowdhoory (a)
 8 85731 Bob Marlie  (3)  58.5 62  G Jogoo 
 9 35593 Final Savings  (8)  58.5 62  T Comignaghi 
 10 67981 Pandde  (17)  57.5 64  S Wynne 
 11 5s350 Tradition  (19)  57.5 64  Y Atchamah (a4)
 12 04432 Venturesome  (20)  57.5 64  K Mudhoo 
 13 1 She’s An Ace  (11)  57 63  S Muniandy 
 14 52272 Glamour  (18)  56.5 62  K Williams 

EMERGENCIES:
 15 20s38 Fiery Red  (13)  56.5 62   
 16 20095 Kerany  (5)  56.5 62   
 17 26Ls0 Alegre  (10)  56 61   
 18 90s43 Rita Hayworth  (6)  56 61   
 19 71740 Savvy Boy  (4)  58 61   
 20 31005 Cheyenne Dreams  (16)  56 61   

9 Ray Kean - Property Brokers 3.51
 $30,000, rating 74 benchmark, 1200m

 1 15148 Anduin  (10)  59 71  K Williams 
 2 2667s Benaud  (5)  59 71  K Chowdhoory (a)
 3 20354 Beeslaststing  (14)  58 69  J Laking 
 4 21233 Amberecho  (7)  57.5 72  Ms M Taylor (a4)
 5 50126 Double Prosperity  (11)  57 67   
 6 4s811 Galileo Express  (6)  57 67  Brandon May 
 7 0s311 Telekinetic  (12)  56.5 70  D M de Oca (a1)
 8 17s10 All Ashore  (2)  55.5 68  C Campbell 
 9 0420s Where’s Wally  (8)  55.5 64  K Asano (a)
 10 s5163 Emanon  (13)  55 67  S Toolooa (a3)
 11 1150s Sadler’s Lass  (3)  55 67  C Barnes 
 12 37151 Tadita  (9)  55 67  C Johnson 
 13 32485 Adannaya  (4)  54 64  T Comignaghi 
 14 71s40 June Bug  (1)  54 62  S Wynne 

10 Rugby At The Races  4.22
 $30,000, rating 74 benchmark, 1600m

 1 s8417 Athene  (6)  59 76  K Williams 
 2 62511 Jimmy Five  (12)  58.5 71  J Laking 
 3 51533 Ruby Royale  (10)  58 74  C Campbell 
 4 s5161 Stella Creek  (4)  57 72  S Muniandy 
 5 962s4 Cannoli  (13)  56.5 71  D M de Oca (a1)
 6 61353 Deceptio Visus  (7)  56.5 67  R Mudhoo 
 7 48150 Direct Flight  (3)  56 70  C Barnes 
 8 04582 Gerry Joyce  (11)  55.5 65  C Johnson 
 9 s8230 Fettercairn  (1)  55 68  S Wynne 
 10 s0511 Waihora Mist  (2)  54.5 67  
    K Chowdhoory (a)
 11 47211 Zendora  (9)  54.5 67  G Jogoo 
 12 68565 Yamuna  (8)  54 65  K Asano (a)
 13 4s300 Darcee Que  (5)  54 63  T Comignaghi 

Selections
Race 1: TOMYTURBO, BAD FLAMINGO, SPIN A CHAMPION

Race 2: KOPUTAROA, CANDIDATE, IRON MIKE

Race 3: SCARFI, HARBOURSIDE, SILENT BATTLER

Race 4: MOOLOOLABA, GARDEN CITY, THATS CHARMING

Race 5: PINHEAD, DEE AND GEE, MILFORD SOUND

Race 6: VICENZA, JACK BE QUICK, LEAVE IT TO ME

Race 7: PAZE THE POWER, SAVVY BOY, FIERY RED

Race 8: FINAL SAVINGS, VENTURESOME, BURNVUE

Race 9: AMBERECHO, ANDUIN, EMANON

Race 10: FETTERCAIRN, ATHENE, STELLA CREEK

 Legend: T – Won at track. C – Won at this distance on this course. D – Won at this distance on another course. M – Won in slow or heavy going. B – Beaten favourite at last start. H – Trained on track. N – Won at  
 night. S – Spell of three months. F – Fell. P – Pulled up. L – Lost rider. TV – Featured on Trackside TV. 

Auckland harness at Alexandra Park  Friday  Meeting 5  TAB D. 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10  T. 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 8-9-10  Q. 2-3-4-5, 7-8-9-10  PL6 5-10

1 What The Hill At Woodlands 5.30
$14,500, r50 discretionary handicap stand, 
2700m

 1 67690 My Hope  (Fr) 1 A Poutama 

 2 3s704 Love And Faith  (Fr) 2 P Ferguson 

 3 42418 Keystone Comet  (Fr) 3 Z Meredith (J)

 4 44s21 Cyber Attack  (Fr) 4 C Hackett (J)
 5 64819 Flying Scotsman  (Fr) U1 D Butcher 
 6 1904s Yurok  (Fr) U2 S Abernethy 
 7 24047 Aldebaran Flame  (Fr) U3 B Hackett 
 8 4806L Winners Time  (Fr) U4 T Mitchell 
 9 90s04 Mr Muscle  (Fr) U5 Z Butcher 
 10 10642 Alana  (10) 1 L Chin 
 11 45700 Isla Elsie  (10) U1 J Dunn 

2 Crombie Lockwood Bloodstock 5.57
$12,000, non-winners 2yo+. mobile, 2200m

 1 6s222 Mr Chip  (Fr) 1 T Herlihy 
 2 52338 Ohoka Creed  (Fr) 2 J Stormont 
 3 08346 Taste Of Diamonds  (Fr) 3 Z Butcher 
 4 s7003 Fletch Maguire  (Fr) 4 A Poutama 
 5 88644 Sylvia Kay  (Fr) 5 L Hollis 
 6 — Hesasirtainty SCRATCHED

 7 22274 Swimintheriver  (Fr) 6 S McCaffrey 
 8 34669 Major Thomas  (Fr) 7 N Balle (J)
 9 95472 Jono B  (Fr) 21 J Abernethy 
 10 354 Perfect Bet  (Fr) 22 D Butcher 
 11 463 Colonel Lincoln  (Fr) 23 M McKendry 

3 Jacobsen Headstones Trot 6.27
$12,000, non-winners 3yo+ stand trot, 2200m

 1 23252 Trifolium  (Fr) 1 L Neal 
 2 4s True Story  (Fr) 2 S Rapley (J)
 3 58857 Debbie Lee Galleon  (Fr) 3 O Gillies 
 4 68242 Son Of A Sun  (Fr) U1 M McKendry 
 5 66563 Slippery Mistress  (Fr) U2 T Herlihy 

 6 8797s Helsingor  (Fr) U3 S Abernethy 
 7 50643 Mont Blanc  (Fr) U4 R Paynter 
 8 54990 Presidents Topshot  (Fr) U5 F Schumacher 

4 Frog Property Solutions 6.55
$14,500, 3yo+ r49. mobile, 2200m

 1 7P172 Nelson’s Boy  (Fr) 1 C Hackett (J)
 2 34766 John Wayne  (Fr) 2 S Abernethy 
 3 s5158 Executive Banner  (Fr) 3 J Dunn 
 4 32461 Midfrew Lucre  (Fr) 4 A Harrison (J)
 5 22333 Supa Dupa Luca  (Fr) 5 Z Butcher 
 6 5s305 Abhishek  (Fr) 6 N Delany (J)
 7 47149 Manny  (Fr) 7 T Herlihy 
 8 73224 Mercury Rising  (Fr) 8 J Stormont 
 9 7s508 Barbarossa  (Fr) 21 A Poutama 

5 Breckon Farms Northern Derby 7.25
$100,000, 3yo group 1 mobile trot, 2700m

 1 37219 That’s What We Do  (Fr) 1 Z Butcher 
 2 23194 Wy Fi  (Fr) 2 N Rasmussen 
 3 33456 Rakero Blaze  (Fr) 3 P Ferguson 
 4 120D5 El Conqueror  (Fr) 4 P Nairn 
 5 31310 Highgrove  (Fr) 5 J Dunn 
 6 61038 Itaintnecessarilyso  (Fr) 6 D Butcher 
 7 1s1D1 Masterly  (Fr) 7 B Butt 
 8 s8843 Aldebaran Keepa  (Fr) 8 T Mitchell 
 9 11s21 Double Delight  (Fr) 21 T Herlihy 
 10 63132 Mystic Max  (Fr) 22 T Williams 
 11 12392 Con Grazia Love  (Fr) 23 M McKendry 
 12 1P130 Hot To Trot  (Fr) 24 S Ottley 

6 Pascoes The Jewellers Trot 7.55
$14,500, r52-r76 discretionary handicap 
stand trot, 2700m

 1 14819 Safrakova  (Fr) 1 N Delany (J)
 2 6P606 Superfast Ninja  (Fr) 2 T Herlihy 
 3 34232 Liaison  (Fr) 3 D Butcher 
 4 93414 Emma Frost  (Fr) 4 C Hackett (J)
 5 0s695 Yuri  (Fr) U1 J Dunn 
 6 s8109 Gaz Man  (10) U1 P Ferguson 
 7 41263 Jasinova  (20) 1 L Chin 
 8 47857 Presidential Jewel  (20) 2 B Mangos 
 9 73971 Call Me Trouble  (35) U1 Z Butcher 
 10 57381 Special Way  (35) U2 M McKendry 
 11 11331 Aflyin Spur  (45) U1 T Mitchell 

7 Reharvest 2022 Rowe Cup 8.24
$250,000, group 1 ffa stand trot, 3200m

 1 56153 Midnight Dash  (Fr) 1 B Hope (J)
 2 24322 Bolt For Brilliance  (Fr) 2 T Herlihy 
 3 11211 Sundees Son  (Fr) 3 J Dunn 
 4 44353 Temporale  (Fr) 4 T Cameron 
 5 54344 Five Wise Men  (Fr) 5 T Williams 
 6 s8176 Matua Tana  (Fr) 6 P Nairn 
 7 56214 Anditover  (Fr) 7 D Butcher 
 8 85344 Kimkar Dash  (Fr) U1 D Balle 

8 Trillian Trust Auckland Cup 8.54
$400,000, group 1 ffa stand, 3200m

 1 41386 Bettor Twist  (Fr) 1 T Williams 

 2 41353 Bad To The Bone  (Fr) 2 Z Butcher 

 3 96574 Mach Dan  (Fr) 3 M McKendry 

 4 43143 Spankem  (Fr) 4 T Herlihy 

 5 11952 Kango  (Fr) 5 D Butcher 

 6 11321 Self Assured  (Fr) 6 N Rasmussen 

 7 24965 South Coast Arden  (Fr) U1 B Mangos 

 8 12464 Cranbourne  (Fr) U2 M Williamson 

 9 83532 A G’s White Socks  (Fr) U3 J Dunn 

9 NZSS Northern Classic 9.24
$40,000, 4yo+ listed mares. mobile, 2200m

 1 40s06 Unico Gem  (Fr) 1 F Schumacher 

 2 96521 Four Kisses  (Fr) 2 L Hollis 

 3 43343 Claudia Schiffer  (Fr) 3 D Butcher 

 4 69166 Tennessee Honey  (Fr) 4 P Ferguson 

 5 67513 Mimi E Coco  (Fr) 5 T Williams 

 6 61555 Manhattan  (Fr) 6 B Butt 

 7 8s149 Harder Than Diamonds  (Fr) 7 T Mitchell 

10 NZB Standardbred Pace 9.49
$14,500, 3yo+ r52-r58. mobile, 2200m

 1 s8122 Queen Of Diamonds  (Fr) 1 N Rasmussen 

 2 611L Take The Miki  (Fr) 2 Z Butcher 

 3 43442 High Point  (Fr) 3 P Ferguson 

 4 03211 Simply Sam  (Fr) 4 M McKendry 

 5 24614 Bettor Grunter  (Fr) 5 A Poutama 

 6 70666 M T Pockets  (Fr) 6 S Abernethy 

 7 5s4s5 About Turn  (Fr) 7 D Butcher 

Selections
Race 1: MR MUSCLE, ALDEBARAN FLAME, CYBER ATTACK

Race 2: MR CHIP, OHOKA CREED, PERFECT BET

Race 3: SON OF A SUN, MONT BLANC, TRIFOLIUM

Race 4: MIDFREW LUCRE, SUPA DUPA LUCA,  

 NELSON’S BOY

Race 5: HIGHGROVE, MASTERLY, DOUBLE DELIGHT

Race 6: SPECIAL WAY, JASINOVA, AFLYIN SPUR

Race 7: SUNDEES SON, BOLT FOR BRILLIANCE,  

 MIDNIGHT DASH

Race 8: SELF ASSURED, SPANKEM, A G’S WHITE SOCKS

Race 9: MANHATTAN, MIMI E COCO,   

 HARDER THAN DIAMONDS

Race 10: SIMPLY SAM, QUEEN OF DIAMONDS, TAKE THE MIKI

NZ Metro harness at Addington  Friday  Meeting 8  TAB Doubles 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9  Trebles 1-2-3, 4-5-6, 7-8-9  Quaddies 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9  Place6 4-9

1 IRT. Your Horse. Our Passion.  5.47
$15,000, 3yo+ r49-r54. mobile, 2600m

 1 838s4 Casino Action  (Fr) 1 B Orange 

 2 s0225 Serious Moonlite  (Fr) 2 R Close 

 3 41s85 Winegum  (Fr) 3 C DeFilippi 

 4 s8000 Claus  (Fr) 4 K Newman (J)

 5 10591 Opawa Louie  (Fr) 5 K Cameron 
 6 8058s First Class  (Fr) 6 O Thornley (J)
 7 710s3 Arabian Blue  (Fr) 7 D v Til (J)
 8 69012 Artatac  (Fr) 8 M Jones 
 9 40s14 Invitation Only  (Fr) 9 S O’Reilly (J)

2 Spectators Bar Trot 6.12
$12,500, r35-r53 discretionary handicap 
stand, 2600m

 1 79662 Navara  (Fr) 1 J Ford 
 2 s1237 Musclynn  (Fr) 2 P Wakelin 
 3 90007 Sunnivue Phileah  (Fr) 3 B Orange 
 4 32213 Madeleine Stowe  (Fr) 4 P Davis 
 5 23410 Murano  (Fr) 5 G O’Reilly 
 6 1s063 Kahntdoitalone  (Fr) U1 S McNally 
 7 16908 Belisma  (10) 1 R Jenkins 
 8 35103 Take After Me  (10) 2 J Morrison 
 9 44966 Royal Del  (10) 3 S Thornley (J)
 10 07974 Jakarta  (10) 4 A Lethaby 
 11 00623 Hanover Da Moon  (10) 5 B Williamson 

3 Garrards Pace 6.42
$12,000, non-winners 3yo+. mobile, 1980m

 1 86437 Hikoi Hine  (Fr) 1 G Smith 
 2 23533 Bubba Scrub  (Fr) 2 R Close 

 3 754 Chrislynn  (Fr) 3 C Thornley 
 4 2 Shell Shock  (Fr) 4 B Orange 
 5  Howling Wolf  (Fr) 5 K Newman (J)
 6 43429 Man United  (Fr) 6 M Hill (J)
 7 39s Dancing Desire  (Fr) 7 J Morrison 

4 Breckon Farms Pace 7.10
$12,000, 2yo. mobile, 1980m

 1  Cardwell Bay  (Fr) 1 R Close 
 2 45 With Style  (Fr) 2 O Thornley (J)
 3 76 Commander Ben  (Fr) 3 K Cox 
 4 0 Uptown Funk  (Fr) 4 G Smith 
 5  Wish Me Luck  (Fr) 5 C DeFilippi 
 6  Dare Devil  (Fr) 6 J Cox 
 7 33 Vinke B  (Fr) 7 B Orange 

5 Ricoh Trot 7.39
$15,000, r54+ discretionary handicap stand 
trot, 2600m

 1 37461 Bright Glow  (Fr) 1 K Cameron 
 2 22214 Martha Stuart  (Fr) 2 R Close 
 3 38342 Clyde  (Fr) 3 C Thornley 
 4 07808 Sioux Princess  (Fr) U1 S O’Reilly (J)
 5 3s900 Desbois  (Fr) U2 B Orange 
 6 70214 Willangus Lad  (15) 1 J Morrison 

 7 56154 With Ice  (15) U1 C DeFilippi 
 8 91673 Miss Crazed  (15) U2 B Williamson 

6 Paul Renwick Joinery Pace 8.09
$17,500, 3yo+ r58-r80. mobile, 2600m

 1 2312s Smiffy’s Terror  (Fr) 1 K Newman (J)
 2 6145s Eastwood Ideal  (Fr) 2 C Thornley 
 3 11155 Onedin Miki  (Fr) 3 O Thornley (J)
 4 16475 Sam’s Town  (Fr) 4 B Orange 
 5 84764 Mikey Maguire  (Fr) 5 S Thornley (J)
 6 87745 Heisenberg  (Fr) 6 G Smith 
 7 14544 Warloch  (Fr) 7 W House (J)
 8 67501 Dance Time  (Fr) 8 E Barron (J)

7 Dunstan Horsefeeds Trot 8.36
$17,500, r60-r80, w/c. mobile trot, 1980m

 1 40s55 Kahress  (Fr) 1 C Butt 
 2 41120 Franco Josiah  (Fr) 2 J Morrison 
 3 43s77 Outamyway  (Fr) 3 B Orange 
 4 07913 I Dream Of Jeannie  (Fr) 4 J Herbert 
 5 084s2 Spy Da Moment  (Fr) 5 K Cox 
 6 s3591 Love N The Port  (Fr) 6 B Williamson 
 7 5s845 Tweedledee  (Fr) 7 G Smith 
 8 5045P The Dominator  (Fr) 8 C Thornley 
 9 59211 Andy Hall  (Fr) 9 N Williamson 

 10 s1162 Smokin Bandar  (Fr) 21 M Hurrell (J)

8 Alabar Pace 9.06
$12,000, 4yo+, w/c. junior drivers mobile,
1980m

 1 13245 Legenda Franco  (Fr) 1 G Thornley (J)
 2 63234 Betterwithbling  (Fr) 2 M Hurrell (J)
 3 06592 Big Mama Morris  (Fr) 3 S Thornley (J)
 4 42143 Sargent Best  (Fr) 4 M Hill (J)
 5 03513 Rock’n Kiwi  (Fr) 5 K Tomlinson (J)
 6 0866s Evangalist  (Fr) 6 K Newman (J)
 7 35346 Greenback Boogie  (Fr) 7 W House (J)

9 First Direct Taxis Pace 9.36
$12,500, 3yo+ r35-r48. mobile, 2600m

 1 45528 Charlie’s Ace  (Fr) 1 G Thornley (J)
 2 64835 Cab Calloway  (Fr) 2 B Orange 
 3 28351 Ruby’s A Delight  (Fr) 3 S O’Reilly (J)
 4 40923 Emma’s Boy  (Fr) 4 G O’Reilly 
 5 33623 Barnstormer  (Fr) 5 J Morrison 
 6 53352 Arizonawildcat  (Fr) 6 G Smith 
 7 52s51 Chambray  (Fr) 7 J Cox 
 8 160 The Coalman  (Fr) 8 M Jones 
 9 537s1 Hail Lucius  (Fr) 9 R Close 
 10 35351 Jordy  (Fr) 21 K Newman (J)

Selections
Race 1: CASINO ACTION, FIRST CLASS, INVITATION ONLY

Race 2: MUSCLYNN, MURANO, HANOVER DA MOON

Race 3: BUBBA SCRUB, SHELL SHOCK, HOWLING WOLF

Race 4: VINKE B, WITH STYLE, DARE DEVIL

Race 5: WITH ICE, MARTHA STUART, DESBOIS

Race 6: DANCE TIME, ONEDIN MIKI, HEISENBERG

Race 7: ANDY HALL, SMOKIN BANDAR, LOVE N THE PORT

Race 8: LEGENDA FRANCO, SARGENT BEST,   

 BETTERWITHBLING

Race 9: CHAMBRAY, HAIL LUCIUS, BARNSTORMER

BRISBANE — Andrew Forsman 
was far from disappointed when last 
Saturday’s Doomben meeting fell foul of 
the big wet in Queensland.

The Cambridge trainer had voiced 
serious reservations about The Chosen 
One’s heavy track prospects in the 
Gr.1 Doomben Cup (2100m) before the 
meeting was abandoned.

Take two of the Cup will now be 
held at Eagle Farm this Saturday and 
Forsman has no complaints about the 
new venue.

“It’s good for The Chosen One and the 

sun is out here now, although there is 
some rain in the forecast. But getting to 
Eagle Farm is the key for him,” he said.

Forsman has also rung the gear 
changes with The Chosen One to step 
out in blinkers, a tongue tie and a nose 
band.

“Everything is well with him and he 
went to Eagle Farm for a good hit-out on 
Tuesday morning. He is as good as he 
can be and at the same time it’s keeping 
him a bit fresh and getting a spark into 
him,” he said.

“I hope the track is reasonable on 

Saturday and it would be nice to go 
there and not have the excuse of a wet 
track.”

The Chosen One is very much in 
the twilight of a Gr.1-winning career 
and if he performs up to expectations 
on Saturday, he will make his final 
appearance in the Gr.2 Q22 (2218m) 
back at Eagle Farm on June 11.

His younger stablemate Meritable 
has also done well since he produced a 
strong effort in his Australian debut to 
finish fourth on a wet track in the Gr.3 
Gold Coast Guineas (1200m). It was his 

first appearance since his second in the 
Gr.1 New Zealand 2000 Guineas (1600m) 
in the spring. 

Forsman said the extra distance 
of Saturday’s Gr.3 Fred Best Classic 
(1400m) would be much more to the 
Snitzel colt’s liking.

“He got through the going better than 
a lot of them (at the Gold Coast) and 
for a horse that hadn’t run for such a 
long time, the run held a lot of merit,” 
he said. “He has improved a heap and 
I’m really looking forward seeing him 
getting up to 1400m.” — NZ Racing Desk

Doomben Cup delay a blessing for The Chosen One
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BASKETBALL

DALLAS — Luka Doncic has scored 30 
points and grabbed 14 rebounds as his 
Dallas Mavericks beat the Golden State 
Warriors 119-109 to avoid being swept in 
the NBA’s Western Conference finals.

It was the 10th double-double in his 
14 games this postseason for Slovenian 
superstar Doncic, who also had nine assists 
and got some help from his supporting cast 
in Game 4 in Dallas on Tuesday night as 
they reduced the series deficit to 3-1.

Dorian Finney-Smith had 23 points for 
the Mavericks and Reggie Bullock had 18 
on 6-of-10 shooting — all 3-pointers. Jalen 
Brunson had 15 points. The Mavs were 20 
of 43 on 3-pointers.

The loss snapped the Warriors’ 
nine-game winning streak in Western 
Conference finals games, though they 
are still firmly in control heading back to 
California for Game 5 on Thursday night.

No NBA team has ever come back from 
a 3-0 deficit to win a series. Only three of 
the 146 teams to fall in that deep hole have 
even been able to force a seventh game.

Warriors sharpshooter Stephen Curry 
had 20 points and returned to the game 
with 3:22 left — his first appearance in the 
fourth quarter — after the Warriors had 
cut a 29-point deficit to 110-102. 

But they never got closer even with 
Curry and other starters returning to the 
floor.

Jonathan Kuminga had 17 points and 
Andrew Wiggins 13 points for the Warriors, 
who had seven players score in double 
figures.

“We weren’t alert defensively; we weren’t 
sharp,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said. “We 
let them get into a groove; and, once a team 
like that gets into a 3-point groove, it’s 
tough to get them out of it.”

Mavericks coach Jason Kidd was 
heartened by his team’s turnaround.

“The biggest compliment we’ve gotten is 
they have to play zone because they can’t 
guard us one-on-one,” Kidd said. “This is 
a championship-DNA team, and they’re 
giving you a compliment that they can’t 
guard you. That’s pretty cool.

“We believe we can continue to make the 
shots that we’ve gotten and put pressure 
on them.”

The match even had a 16-minute rain 
delay, when the start of the second half was 
held up because of rain leaking through the 
roof at American Airlines Center.

There was heavy rain outside, and there 
were at least two leaks. One was dropping 
water near the Golden State bench, and at 
the other end of the court water appeared 
to be falling in the stands. — AP

Mavs avoid sweep

RUGBY by Ben O’Brien-Leaf

THE rugby club named for glory 
triumphed on Saturday.

Tihirau Victory Club — founded 
following World War 2 — came from 
behind to defeat Ruatoria City 25-11 at 
Whakarua Park.

TVC rose to the occasion, but it 
wasn’t all one-way traffic.

City lock Nathaniel Fox kicked two 
penalty goals — the first, in the sixth 
minute, and the second, 12 minutes in 
— for 6-0.

Fifteen minutes in, TVC left wing 
William Ford scored the first of his two 
tries. Then centre Tutere Waenga went 
over in the left corner for the first try 
in his hat-trick to give TVC a 10-6 lead 
at the break.

In the 48th minute, Ford completed 
his double for 15-6; TVC had landed no 
conversions.

City blindside flanker Tuterangi 
Ngarimu scored in the 56th minute to 
get his team within four points of the 
slick TVC crowd (15-11) but Waenga’s 
second and third tries — in the 60th 

and the 72nd minutes — put paid to 
the contest. 

With eight minutes to play, City 
would have needed to score twice to 
draw level. That is a big ask, but for 
the visitors to have missed all five 
conversion attempts is a concern.

Ford and Waenga were superb, but it 
is rare at any level to find a 15-a-side 
winning scorecard with a hat-trick and 
a double but no goals.

Just as influential for TVC was their 
MVP (most valuable player), hooker Te 
Whetumarama Tukaki.

Halfback Bless Perese-Elliott, a 
former Rotorua Boys’ High School 
first 15 player, was excellent value for 
TVC on debut and has been named in 
NPEC head coach Hosea Gear’s Sky 
Blue squad for the Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend clash with Poverty Bay. 

No.8 Tanetoa Parata and first five-
eighth Keenan Kaiwai shared the MVP 
Award for Ruatoria City. Kaiwai was 
solid, while the fearsome Parata — as 
usual — made TVC pay in bruises and 
sweat for every metre they made, never 
mind point they scored.

Tihirau Victory Club 
lives up to name
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 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Chris Colfer, 32; Shanola Hampton, 45; Jack McBrayer, 49; Paul Bettany, 51.

Happy Birthday:
Pull out all the stops, and force issues that will clear up unfinished business. 
Cutting ties with the past will give you the freedom to try something new or 
encourage you to use your knowledge, skills and experience to branch out 
and do something interesting. Protect your health, position and reputation. 
Your numbers are 3, 10, 18, 25, 28, 33, 47.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Be careful not to let your emotions take over if someone uses force. Be 
smart and deliver precise information to avoid being blamed for spreading 
falsehoods. Look for opportunities that offer financial freedom. 3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Decisiveness will be mandatory to get where you want to go. Leave nothing to 
the imagination or to chance. Know what and who you are up against, and do 
your best. Don't let someone break your confidence using manipulative tactics. 
Believe in yourself. 3 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Take a leadership position, and find a way to express your beliefs, opinions 
and plans. Show compassion, and offer solutions that will help you gain 
support. Don't sit on the sidelines when you have so much to offer and plenty 
to gain. 3 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Keep life simple, your responsibilities doable and your spending moderate. 
You don't have to impress anyone; you have to be yourself and let the 
experiences you encounter lead to the right decisions. Don't fear change; 
embrace new beginnings. 4 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Pay attention to what you say and do to avoid jeopardizing your position 
or reputation. Living up to your promises and emphasizing personal 
improvements will help expand what you have to offer. If you want to excel, 
updates are necessary. 2 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Be the instigator, and you'll gain points. Your suggestions and the changes 
you initiate will stimulate conversation and help you make headway regarding 
things you want to pursue. Put your energy and intelligence to work, and 
something good will transpire. 5 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Push for what you want. Expand your interests and offer more to those you 
wish to work alongside. The information you accumulate will help you craft an 
impressive strategy. Personal growth, self-improvement and romance are on 
the rise. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Address your responsibilities, and search for a way to delegate some of the 
work. It's up to you to say when something is too much or ask for help. Speak 
up and defend your position; positive changes will occur. 3 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Take it upon yourself to get things done. If you count on someone other 
than yourself, you will be disappointed, causing consequences that can be 
costly. Channel your energy where it will do its best, and take credit for your 
contribution. 3 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Spend more time nurturing meaningful relationships and making your home 
comfortable and convenient. Don't hesitate to initiate change or to do things 
differently. A situation will lead to an insight regarding money management. 
Keep a strict budget. 5 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Disregard what others do; focus on what's important to you. Changing how 
you use your money, skills and intelligence to get ahead will lead you in an 
entertaining and fruitful direction. Make romance and personal gain your 
priorities. 4 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
It's OK to dream, but don't lose sight of what's tangible. Ask someone 
trustworthy for advice before buying something you don't need or that cannot 
help you. Get your facts straight and put a budget in place. 3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are dedicated, effective and intelligent. You are self-sufficient and 
accomplished.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD No.11,601

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Authorise (8)
 5. Dull pain (4)
 9. Worry (4)
 10. Sieve (8)
 11. Copy (5)
 12. Omen (7)
 13. European coun-

try (6,7)
 18. Edifice (8)
 19. Thing (4)
 20. Stir (7)
 21. Wander (5)
 22. Valley (4)
 23. Miscellaneous (8)

 2. Indict (7)

 3. Nepeta (7)

 4. Candour (13)

 6. Strive (7)

 7. Mistake (7)

 8. Infertile (6)

 13. Rebuke (7)

 14. Beginning (7)

 15. Charm (6)

 16. Sparkle (7)

 17. Work (7)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
Across: 7 Remark; 8 Plinth; 
10 Gallant; 11 Scald; 12 Lord; 
13 Dozen; 17 Toxic; 18 Mean; 
2 2  L o c a l ;  2 3  U n c o u t h ; 
2 4  M i n u t e ;  2 5  N a u s e a .  
Down: 1 Wriggle; 2 Implore; 
3 Break; 4 Fluster; 5 Knead; 
6 Chide; 9 Atrocious; 14 Pollute; 
1 5  B e q u e s t ;  1 6  E n t h r a l ; 
19 Slump; 20 Scent; 21 Scrap.
CRYPTIC
Across: 7 Repair; 8 Stroke; 
10 Mineral; 11 Pulse; 12 Crew; 
13 Byres; 17 Light; 18 Left; 
2 2  E l a n d ;  2 3  N o i s o m e ; 
2 4  S e c o n d ;  2 5  D e n i a l .  
Down: 1 Grimace; 2 Spinner; 
3 Fibre; 4 Stapler; 5 Bowls; 
6  S e w e r ;  9  P l a y t h i n g ; 
1 4  B i d d i n g ;  1 5  D e p o s i t ; 
16 Steeple; 19 Lease; 20 Watch; 
21 Lines.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 11,600
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1. Not embodied in unusually 
cheap memorial (8)

5 and 21Ac. Handsome types 
have what conscientious 
inspectors take! (4,5)

 9. Catch sight of the top of the 
obelisk in little seaport (4)

 10. They do the scoring for 
string players (8)

 11. Being roped in after 
breakdown (2,3)

 12. Too old, so finished before 
time (4-3)

 13. Made a bad start, but 
allowed to remain in the 
job (4,2,3,4)

 18. Run back until tar is 
spread (4,4)

 19. A word of greeting for a 
kind of ship (4)

 20. In Israel a manservant 
must be back by four (3,4)

 21. See 5 Across
 22. A symbol put back in Long 

Island (4)
 23. To get away about the 

present time is a risky 
venture (8)

 2. The cost is an indefinite 

amount of small change, 

we hear (7)

 3. Distant station offering 

open-air job (7)

 4. Fifty-two knaves? (4,2,7)

 6. Planted in rings, a varied 

range of marjoram (7)

 7. Disagree with the 

genealogy, we hear (7)

 8. Make Megan change 

direction in horse-

training (6)

 13. Doesn't tell the truth about 

a little drink – that's an 

understatement (7)

 14. One of two supporters at 

the front (7)

 15. To perform I have to be on 

the move (6)

 16. Things are decidedly hazy 

in this first course! (3-4)

 17. Outraged by a current 

charge (7)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOLUTION IN NEXT PUBLICATION.



Football
JUNIOR football, SATURDAY
First Kicks 4v4 — 8.15am: Watson Park 2, 

Mangapapa Tornadoes v Te Wharau Kiwi; WP 
4, Mangapapa Storm v Manutuke Rua; WP 7, 
Sonrise Wildcats v Makauri Dragons; WP 10, 
Bayleys Ngatapa Turtles v Manutuke Tahi; WP 9, 
Kaiti Horouta v St Mary’s Stars; WP 12, Makaraka 
Magic v Kaiti Takitimu; WP 6, Awapuni Yellow v 
Awapuni Green; WP 1, Central Smashers v Wainui 
Dodgers; WP 3, Central Ninjas v Wainui Dolphins; 
WP 5, Central Strykers v Ormond Young Guns; 
WP 11, Ngatapa Fantails v Te Hapara Kea; WP 8, 
Mangapapa Hail v Wainui Drifters.

9.45am: WP 10, Makaraka Marvels v Makauri 
Dynamos; WP 12, Ngatapa Raptors v Te Wharau 
Weta; WP 11, Wainui Dinosaurs v Te Hapara Kiwi.

Fun Football 5v5 — 9am: WP 3, Mangapapa 
Landslides v Mangapapa Twisters; WP 1, 
Mangapapa Sizzlers v Mangapapa Floods; WP 10, 
Wainui Cyclones v Wainui Colts; WP 12, Wainui 
Crusaders v Manutuke Toru; WP 9, Awapuni 
Leopards v Te Wharau Taniwha; WP 4, Ngatapa 
Kiwis v Makauri Cougars; WP 5, Ngatapa Falcons v 
Makauri Chiefs; WP 6, Wainui Cheetahs v St Mary’s 
Firebirds; WP 7, Awapuni Blue v St Mary’s Comets; 
WP 8, Awapuni Red v Te Hapara Whio; WP 11, 
Awapuni Purple v Ormond Soccer Rockets; WP 2, 
Mangapapa Whirlwinds v Makaraka United.

9.45am: WP 6, Kaiti Maia v Mangapapa Mist; WP 

7, Central Defenders v Te Wharau Toa; WP 9, Central 
Tigers v Manutuke Wha; WP 8, Central Warriors v 
Wainui Cobras.

Bye: Sonrise Eagles.
Mini Football 7v7 — 8.15am: WP 14, Awapuni 

Bobcats v Mangapapa Quakes; WP 13, Kaiti Kiwa v 
Ngatapa Wolves; WP 15, Makauri Bears v Awapuni 
Jaguars; WP 17, Te Hapara Takahe v Ormond 
Sharks; WP 16, Mangapapa Thunder v Central 
Crushers.

Bye: Wainui Bullets.
9.15am: WP 14, Kaiti Paoa v Makaraka Rangers; 

WP 16, Wainui Broncos v Wainui Blitz; WP 15, 
Wainui Bears v Central Seekers; WP 17, Wainui 
Bluebelles v Te Wharau Kea; WP 13, Awapuni 
Wildcats v Wainui Breakers. 

10.15am: WP 16, St Mary’s Angels v Central 
Athletic; WP 13, Makauri Braves v Ngatapa 
Hurricanes; WP 15, St Mary’s Asteroids v Te Wharau 
Kereru. 

Mini Football 9v9 Development — 9.15am: 
WP 21, Central Stags v Mangapapa Lightning; 
WP 19, Sonrise Sharks v Makaraka Phoenix; WP 
20, Ormond All Stars v Awapuni Panthers; WP 18, 
Ngatapa Rebels v Te Wharau Rangatira.

10.15am: WP 19, St Mary’s Terminators v Te 
Wharau Tuakana; WP 18, Te Hapara Toroa v Kaiti 
Rangatira; WP 21, Mangapapa Blizzards v Central 
Chiefs; WP 20, Central Braves v Manutuke .

11.15am: WP 18, St Mary’s Sweepers v Puhi 
Kaiti.

Mini Football 9v9 Experienced — 8.15am: WP 
18, Mangapapa Hurricanes v Wainui All Stars; WP 
19, St Mary’s Strikers v Wainui Avengers; WP 20 
Central Gold v Wainui Aces; WP 21, Wainui Thunder 
v Makauri Marauders.

Hockey
Women, Round 1
TONIGHT, 6.30pm: Ngatapa v INA Contracting 

GMC Green (umpires Waituhi, YMP A).
TOMORROW, 6pm: YMP A v Waituhi (Ngatapa, 

GMC Green).
SATURDAY, 12.30pm: GMC Kowhai v Paikea 

(GGHS, YMP B).
2pm: YMP B v Amber Dental Gisborne Girls’ High 

School (Paikea, GMC Kowhai).
Bye: Te Aowera.
Men, round robin
TOMORROW, 7.30pm: Gisborne Boys’ High 

School v Waituhi (YMP A, YMP B).
SATURDAY, 3.30pm: Lytton Old Boys Masters v 

LOB HPY Advisors (GBHS, Waituhi).
5pm: YMP A v YMP B (LOB Masters, LOB A).
Secondary schools (Section A)
MONDAY (May 30), 4pm: GBHS/GGHS Rotation 

v GBHS 2.
5pm: Campion College v GGHS 2 (PBH, GBHS 

2).
6pm: TKKM Whatatutu v Lytton High School 

(Campion, GGHS 2).

SPORTS DRAWS

Kiwis have great start
NEW Zealand tennis players have made a bright 

start to their doubles campaigns at the French 
Open in Paris. 

Erin Routliffe playing at Roland Garros for the 
first time (aside from in juniors) and partner Alicja 
Rosolska of Poland knocked out 16th seeds, 
American Nicole Melichar-Martinez and Aussie 
Ellen Perez. Routliffe and Rosolska won 6-2 7-5 in 
an hour and 18 minutes.

Men’s seventh seeds Michael Venus and German 
Tim Puetz beat Aussie James Duckworth and 
Belarussian Ilya Ivashka 6-2 6-4 in 57 minutes.

Venus won the 2017 doubles title with American 
Ryan Harrison. Venus and Puetz will next face a 
French combination. — RNZ

Zverev saves match point
ALEXANDER Zverev overcame a woeful start 

and saved a match point on his way to beating 
up-and-coming Argentine Sebastian Baez.

The German No.3 seed survived a late fightback 
from the world No.36 and bellowed his relief when 
Baez sent a forehand wide on match point.

Zverev, 25, won in five sets, 2-6 4-6 6-1 6-2 7-5, 
but said he “couldn’t have played worse at the 
beginning” on Wednesday.

It was the fifth year in a row that Zverev, who 
achieved his best result at Roland Garros when 
he reached the semi-finals last year, had to go 
through a five-setter in one of the opening two 
rounds.

“I lost a US Open final being two sets up and 
I’ve learned from it. He’s unbelievable and he’s got 
a bright future ahead of him,” Zverev said of his 
opponent, who won his maiden ATP title in Estoril 
this month. — AAP

Storm lose Grant for clash
MELBOURNE have been forced into another 

switch to their injury-ravaged spine for Thursday 
night’s NRL match against Manly with Harry Grant 
ruled out. 

The young hooker looked troubled as he left the 
captain’s run on Wednesday and was later ruled 
out with an adductor injury. He’s only expected 
to miss one week and should be available for the 
Queensland team for the opening State of Origin 
in Sydney on June 8. 

Storm coach Craig Bellamy is hopeful Grant 
will be available for the AAMI Park match, where 
his side attempt to arrest a rare two-game losing 
streak. 

“I’m not exactly sure what he’s done but he felt 
a bit of tightness,” Bellamy said of Grant after 
training.

Brandon Smith has now been slotted in at 
hooker while interchange forward Alec  
MacDonald will also miss the round-12 match due 
to illness. — AAP

Revenge not on Klopp’s mind
LIVERPOOL coach Juergen Klopp will not be 

thinking about his side’s 2018 final defeat to Real 
Madrid when he comes up against the record 
13-times winners again in Saturday’s Champions 
League showpiece. 

Liverpool lost 3-1 to Madrid in Kiev in 2018 
with German goalkeeper Loris Karius suffering a 
nightmare game. 

But Klopp’s side has achieved so much since 
then, including the 2019 Champions League title 
and a first English championship in 30 years in 
2020. “There’s the feeling that we want to put 
things right, definitely, but it cannot be the main 
thought,” German Klopp told UEFA’s website on 
Wednesday when asked about the effect of 2018 
on the Paris final. “If we go there (saying) like, 
“Revenge! Payback!” all these kinds of things, 
it doesn’t work like that. That’s not us. We came 
here to the final in a different way. So, we have to 
play our way and that’s what we have to try (to 
do).” — AAP

New Chelsea ownership clear 
ROMAN Abramovich’s 19 years as Chelsea 

owner is close to ending after the British 
government approved the sale of the Premier 
League club to a consortium fronted by Los 
Angeles Dodgers part-owner Todd Boehly.

The UK Government has announced it has 
reached a position where it can issue a licence 
that permits the sale of Chelsea. 

Todd Boehly’s STG.7.5 billion (NZD$14.6b) 
takeover of the Stamford Bridge club was 
approved by the Premier League on Tuesday 
evening. “Late last night the UK Government 
reached a position where we could issue a 
licence that permits the sale of Chelsea Football 
Club,” read a Government statement.

“Following the sanctioning of Roman 
Abramovich, the Government has worked hard to 
ensure Chelsea Football Club has been able to 
continue to play football. — AAP

SPORTS SHORTS

HOCKEY by Murray Robertson

THE weekend hockey round 
should get off to an enthralling 
start when Ngatapa and GMC Green 
go head to head at Harry Barker 
Reserve tonight.

INA Contracting GMC Green will 
step on to the Hain Farming Turf 
unbeaten so far in the women’s 
competition, while Ngatapa are 
coming off a narrow loss to YMP A 
and two good victories.

“I think only a couple of goals 
will separate these teams tonight,” 
hockey commentator Tony Scragg 
said.

“Ngatapa showed some real grit 
against YMP A a few weeks ago and 
if they work on their third-quarter 
performance defence-wise, they 
could make it really interesting.

“The Green Machine, on the other 
hand, have started strongly and will 
come at them hard.”

The game starts at 6.30pm.
Friday night hockey starts at 

6pm with the YMP A women playing 
Waituhi.

“I think the match will turn out to 
be one-way traffic in YMP’s favour,” 
Scragg said.

“They are playing very good 
attacking hockey. Waituhi will need 

to defend really well to stay in it.”
At 7.30pm tomorrow night, 

Gisborne Boys’ High School play 
Waituhi.

“That could be the men’s game of 
the round,” Scragg said.

“Boys’ High are backing up from 
a good win against Lytton Old Boys 
Masters and Waituhi will have taken 
heart from their close game against 
YMP A last weekend.”

Saturday’s action starts at 
12.30pm with GMC Kowhai in action 
against Paikea.

“That should be a close game, 
although Paikea will go in as 
favourites, and they will welcome 
back Amber Church and Jo 
Cummings.”

At 2pm, YMP B play Amber Dental 
Gisborne Girls’ High School.

“Girls’ High will start as hot 
favourites, but YMP B have had 
two wins on the trot so they’ll be 
brimming with confidence,” Scragg 
said.

“I think the students’ fitness will 
tell in the end.”

The men get back on the turf 
at 3.30pm with the LOB Masters 
against LOB HPY Advisors.

“It’s a clash of the clubmates, but 
I don’t expect the Advisors will take 
any prisoners,” Scragg said.

“They piled on the goals last 
week so the Masters might struggle 
to get out of their half.”

The weekend’s play concludes 
with the match between YMP A and 
YMP B at 5pm on Saturday.

“That’s another clash of 

clubmates,” Scragg said.
“The B side have struggled for 

numbers, and that was a telling 
factor last week. 

“I expect we will see a Tamanay 
Tuhou/James Torrie show, with 
plenty of goals.”

Enthralling start expected

CLOSE MATCH-UP: Ngatapa’s Emily Willock (right) gets the 
ball past defending Gisborne Girls’ High School’s Briana Ingoe. 
Ngatapa are up against GMC Green tonight at 6.30pm. 
 Picture by Liam Clayton

BASKETBALL by Ben O’Brien-Leaf

WEDNESDAY college hoops is now a dunk-
fest.

And Gisborne Boys’ High School Carbon 
player-coach Sebastian Wilson dropped the 
hammer on the Campion Cougars three times 
last night in the course of leading all Division 1 
scorers — with 22 points — in Week 4.

Wilson was one of four Carbonites to score in 
double-figures as the GBHS unit beat Campion 
68-47, with Cougars forward Talmage Burgess 
one of three players at the John McFarlane 
Memorial Sports Centre to put up 21 last night. 
Five Division 1 ballers produced 20.

Boys’ High captain William Collier opened the 
scoring in the Carbon-versus-Cougars game and 
Wilson blocked Campion guard Michael Taniora’s 
shot out of court before Burgess made a three-
point play for 9-7.

The Robert Fysh-led Campion side have three 
Year 13 players and they challenged the bigger 
GBHS outfit on their home court.

Carbon guard Seth Miller made a tough eight-
footer on the move for 29-21 and later answered a 
James Searle three-pointer in kind for 34-26.

Searle’s baseline jumpshot from the right side 
of the floor closed it to 45-31 and gave further 
evidence of his tenacity for Campion. 

Wilson’s three two-handed dunk-shots were 
highlights of the second half, with teammate 
Ngaru Grayson’s three-point play for 62-34 and 
driving effort for 64-39 showcasing his speed. 

It bears remembering that because of the 
Gisborne Basketball Association’s drive to raise 
standards (and the fact that schoolboys have 
gone against adults at club ball since GBHS, 
Campion and Lytton High School played under 
life member and former GBA president Steph 
Beattie as Enterprise Cars in the late 1980s), 
for the participants, college ball is much more 
enjoyable for mixing freestyle with structure.

Wilson said: “We gave up too many offensive 
rebounds but we shot the ball well and applied 
good defensive pressure; we’re starting to be 
more aggressive on defence.”

Campion’s long-serving head coach Shane 
McClutchie is proud to have Fysh and Max 
Vanderbilt assist with the development of 20 
young players in the college’s junior arm,  
with Victorian Fysh just as proud of the 
contribution and improvement he sees his 
teammates making.

In Game 1, GBHS Diesel big man Cody Tarei 
played some excellent low-post defence — and 
that defence was a major factor in his crew’s 
54-37 defeat of Lytton. Tarei, at 6ft 7in, has 
considerable reach and though Lytton’s bustling 
Caleb Poole is 6ft 4in, Tarei’s presence helped to 
restrict him. Poole’s driving play is such that he 
could put up 20-plus regularly in Division 1. As it 
is, he led Lytton’s scorers with 18.

In Game 3, GBHS Senior B rattled up a 103-19 
win against GBHS Junior Crimson. 

Hamua Broughton-Pakuru scored 21 and two 
of his Bs teammates scored 20 each, but not 
before Ollie Tong (five points) made a gutsy 
scoop-shot and late three-pointer to bring the 
house down.

Dunk-shots part of college ball fabric
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Tahunga

LESS than two months ago the 
famous bridge hole at Tahunga was 
underwater after the Hangaroa River 
rose dramatically during heavy rain 
and flooding that hammered the 
district.

On Saturday, the remnants of the 
damage were still evident on the 
green and other parts of the course. 
But that took little away from the 
experience those who made the trip 
enjoyed at the annual Tahunga Men’s 
Open.

It is a tribute to the small crew at 
Tahunga that the course is back up 
and running . . . not exactly Augusta 
pristine but always scenic and 
certainly character-building.

And the hospitality was, as it 
always is, second to none.

Poverty Bay greenkeeper William 
Brown produced the best gross of 
2-under 68, two shots off the course 
record jointly held by four players, 
but an impressive effort all the same 
considering the challenging greens.

He won the unique bourbon golf 
bottle trophy originally presented by 
regular open sponsor Brent Colbert.

Electrinet Park member Matt 
Henwood won the net with 72 while 
the stableford sections went to 
Poverty Bay’s Peter Graham with 32 
points and local Tom Sherratt with a 
measly 29.

There were three eagles on the 
day, the best of those Collin Jeffrey’s 
almost slam-dunked wedge shot on 
the 242-metre 11th. 

 The club is to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary on September 17.

■ STEfAn Andreassen joined a 
select group when he produced the 
perfect shot at Tahunga during a 
Gisborne East Coast Veteran Golfers’ 
event on Tuesday.

The Poverty Bay member aced the 
128-metre fourth hole with an 8-iron-
hit shot.

“I saw it (his ball) bounce straight 
at the pin and I said ‘that’s all over it’.

When he got to the green he 
couldn’t see his ball so looked in the 
hole . . . “and there it was”.

It was Andreassen’s second hole-
in-one, the other achieved on the 
17th hole at his former club, Mount 
Maunganui.

The previous player to have a hole-
in-one at Tahunga was Patutahi club 
president Tony Green in March, 2013

SATURDAY — Tahunga men’s open, 
best gross: W Brown 68, P Bremner 69, 
S Jeune 73.

Best net: M Henwood 72, M Steele 
73, C Christophers 74.

Stableford, up to 8-handicap: P 
Graham 32, D Young 31, T Hindmarsh 
30, C Jeffrey 29.

9-36: Tom Sherratt 29, M Gemmell 28, 
A Jefferd 27, J Murphy 26.

 Long drives: P Anderson, T Petro, M 
Gibson.

Best second shots: P Anderson, Tom 
Sherratt, M Gibson.

Approaches: Taine Lincoln, Tom 
Sherratt, J Murphy.

All-in approach: S Willock.

Twos: S Jeune 2, C Cairns, S 
Willock, P Anderson, M Henwood, C 
Christophers, P Bremner.

Eagles: B Colbert (on 7), E Brown Jr 
(on 16), C Jeffrey (on 11).

Poverty Bay

EIGHT combos remain in the hunt 
for Kahlenberg Cup women’s pairs 
glory.

The top three qualifiers earned a 
free pass into the quarterfinals of 
the handicap matchplay competition, 
leaving 10 others to fight for survival.

Top seeds Kirsty Shaw and fay 
Pell will meet Jane Steele and Vonnie 
fletcher in the quarters after they beat 
Leigh fletcher and Jenny Williams.

no.2-ranked Gay Young and faye 
Allen face Rosie Spence and Di 
Sherratt, who ousted Lynne Holmberg 
and Odette Thompson.

no.3 qualifiers Maxine francois and 
Pen Wanklyn play Peeri Gayford and 
Jo Tietjen, who eliminated Mary Allan 
and Sarah Eriksen.

The other match pits Sally Spence/
Vicki fraser against Jan Utting and 
Marg Lane.

WEDnESDAY — Women’s stableford: 
P Wanklyn 34.

9-holers’ stableford: R Pettigrew 18.
THURSDAY (May 19) — Men’s 

stableford, division 1: G Morley 36, P 
Butler 36, M Higham 36, M Thomas 34.

Division 2: P Humphries 39, M Smith 
36, G Clapham 34, D Bush 34.

Twos: D Bush, B Allen. 
Nearest to pin: D. Bush 
Approach: D Bush.
SATURDAY — Men’s stableford, 

division 1: G Brown 33, D Situ 31, J 
Kerekere 30.

Division 2: B Read 37, D Wright 36, C 
Christie 35, B Simpson 33.

Approach: R Foon. 

SUnDAY — Men’s stableford, division 
1: B Talbot 36, A Hayward 36, J Situ 35, 
R Gibson 35, D Pirimona 35.

Division 2: J Willoughby 38, K 
Houkamau 37, N Jones 36, L Pollitt 35.

Twos: M Karalus, C Carmody. 
Approach: A Baldwin. 

Patutahi

WELCOME back Ross.
Ross nichol has returned to regular 

golf after 3½ years . . . and it hasn’t 
taken him long to be in the prizes.

nichol topped the junior men’s net 
with 88-21-67 in Te Kani Pere and 
McKeague cups qualifying on Sunday.

Sam Marsh’s 70 was best of the 
senior division men and Sheree Gray 
(72) topped the women’s net.

TUESDAY — Women’s net-plus-
putts-minus-stableford competition: R 
Maloy 74, L Haisman 77, S Gray 81, S 
Robertson 86.

SUnDAY — Te Kani Pere and 
McKeague cups qualifying (net), senior 
men: S Marsh 70, H Harris 71, A Brodie 
73.

Junior division: R Nichol 67, R Mottart 
69, Kobe 72.

Women’s division: S Gray 72.
fRIDAY — Meat pack 9-hole 

stableford, senior division: G Brown 18, 
M Smith 18, P Johnston 17, Dave P 17.

Junior division: B Williams 20, T Sharp 
19, D Quinn 18, G Maude 18, R Nichol 
18.

TUESDAY (May 17) — Rickard Cup 
women’s net: S Robertson 94-14-82, S 
Gray 100-18-82.

SUnDAY (May 15) — Men’s net, 
senior division: G Brown 66, M Weaver 
67, J Brown 70, T Hindmarsh 70, P 
Hokianga 70.

Junior division: M Pohatu 65, T Sharp 
68, R Nichol 68, B McKenzie 70, A 
Nimmo 70.

Women’s net: D Johnston 73.
Twos: G Tattersfield. 
fRIDAY (May 13) — Meat pack 

9-hole stableford, senior division: J 
Brown 19, G Brown 18, T Hindmarsh 18, 
D Russell 18, S Pohatu 18.

Junior division: B Tietjen 22, D 
Dodgshun 19, T Coutts 18, H Pomana 
17, M White 17.

Te Puia Springs

GEORGInA Roberts and Graeme 
Summersby were the winners on 
a glorious Coast day for golf on 

Sunday.
Roberts won the women’s 

stableford with 35 points while 
Summersby’s 33 was the best of a 
small men’s field, with several players 
on pennants duty in Gisborne.

Special mention was made of the 
impressively-mown course.

SUnDAY — Men’s stableford: Graeme 
Summserby 33, N Dewes, 30, K Waitoa 
30, J Forrester 25.

Women’s stableford: G Roberts 35, H 
Miratana 35, M Puke 34, H McClutchie 
32, I Ngarimu 31.

COMInG UP: SUnDAY, haggle. 

Mahia

AS Mahia battled for the silverware 
honours in the final round of the 
Endeavour men’s interclub pennants 
at Electrinet Park, those at home took 
part in an ambrose.

The team of Lee Steel, John 
Aitchison and Ian Parker won with 
net 51.

Tegal Smith, Aryan Denigan and 
Joe Tihore were second on 55.

Other results — LGU: L Morgan 
116-38-78, L Steel 78, T Smith 80, A 
Dennigan 81.

Putting: L Steel 30.

COMInG UP: SUnDAY, foster and 
Connolly competitions.

Tolaga Bay

JOHn Hale won the medal on 
Sunday with 67, three strokes ahead 
of Dan Maitai.

SUnDAY — Medal: J Hale 67, D 
Maitai 70, Z Horomia 71, R Castle 76, 
Joe Lincoln 76.

COMInG UP: SUnDAY, meeting at 
10am.

Electrinet Park

TRACEY ford topped the first 
round of qualifying for the John 
Penny competition. She shot 98- 20-78 
while Jean foot had a two.

Golf Roundup compiled and edited by 
Chris Taewa. If you have a story, tournament 

to promote or results you wish to have printed, 
contact The Gisborne Herald at 869-0633 or 

email sports@gisborneherald.co.nz

MURRAY Yates was the hero of the Bay as the 
Endeavour men’s interclub pennants champions 
were crowned on Sunday.

Tolaga Bay won the 2022 title although it 
needed a chip-off to decide it.

Tolaga Bay and Waikohu ended the final 
matchplay round of the series locked at 56 
points apiece.

Waikohu compiled 16 of a possible 24 points — 
four for a win, two for a half — on the day while 
Tolaga Bay collected 12.

Tama Brown, Percy Milner, Tipi Ruru and 
Larry Green had wins for Waikohu while Yates, 
Joe Sheridan and Trent Higgs won for Tolaga.

After four rounds at different courses, it all 
came down to one shot — a chip-off on the 18th  
. . . Yates v Milner.

Yates went first and put his ball to a beatable 
20-feet away. Milner was too strong with his 
reply, his ball rolling off the back of the green.

Others to represent Tolaga Bay over the series 
were Tim Adamson, Will Yates, BJ Sidney, Pete 
Stevenson and Joe Lincoln.

Electrinet Park (2) earned bragging rights 
over their No.1 team in finishing third. The two 
Park sides met, with the No.2 crew winning 
four of the six matches — Tom Reynolds, Paul 
Wellard, Steve Phillips and James Witika the 
victors. Mike Christophers and Josh Hayes won 
for Park (1).

Mahia went into the round well in the title 
race but faded. David Waihaki and Rusty Smith 
were their only winners.

Butch McKenzie, Shane Watson and Pat 
Molloy had wins for Patutahi while Kit 
Goldsmith, Peter Hakiwai and Richard Foon 

provided Poverty Bay’s successes.
Fill-in Brian Morrissey, his old partner in 

crime Bill Clark and Park ring-in Tony Leggett 
won for Te Puia Springs.

Overall points: Tolaga Bay 56, Waikohu 56, 
Park (2) 52, Mahia 48, Park (1) 46, Patutahi 44, 
Poverty Bay 42, Te Puia Springs 40.

Chip-off decides pennants

COMETH THE HOUR . . . Cometh Murray 
Yates, who won a high-pressure chip-off to 
win Tolaga Bay the Endeavour interclub men’s 
pennants title for 2022.  Picture supplied
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1717Junior crossword

Across

1. Person who paints portraits 
(6)
3. Skinny (4)
7. A female relative (4)
8. Very skilled (6)
10. Cook in this room (7)
13. Long journeys (7)
16. A restaurant worker (6)
17. Drink made from grapes 
(4)
18. A wartime explosive (4)
19. A six-legged creature (6)

Down

1. Absent from school (4)
2. A court game (6)
4. House for bees (4)
5. Where Norwegians live (6)
6. Against the law (7)
9. Small type of motorbike (7)
11. Trap made by a spider (6)
12. Make up your mind (6)
14. Movie (4)
15. A strap for trousers (4)



It was decided to go with 
Stewart instead of Sel Peneha 
although the latter did contribute 
two wins in round 7 and the 
semifinals in the absence of Reedy.

Skudder was the stand-out for 
Patutahi (2). He won all six of 
his matches but was unable to 
play in two rounds due to rugby 
commitments as YMP premier 
club team captain.

In other positional playoffs, Te 
Puia Springs beat Tolaga Bay 
6-2 for third while Poverty Bay 
defeated Patutahi (1) 7-1 for fifth.

Te Puia Springs’ Thomas 
Donovan would have been a 
strong contender for player of the 
series had his side got to the final. 
He forged the best record — seven 
wins and one loss (to Skudder in 
the semis).

Poverty Bay’s Nick Richardson 
had five wins, as did Te Puia 
Springs’ Andrew Higham. 

Patutahi deserved special 
mention for their overall 
contribution.

The club entered two teams, 
balancing out both to help create 
a more even competition.

Results showed that was a 
success, as was a change to a full 
round-robin of singles matches 
only, rather than the traditional 
format of morning foursomes and 
afternoon singles. 

Park (2) once again fronted with 
two sides and while their No.2 
team were the wooden spooners, 
the experience for newcomers 
such as Matt Henwood  

was invaluable.
Electrinet Park are looking 

confidently to next year with a 
crew of single-figure-handicap 
players emerging. 

“The likes of the Christophers 
brothers (Craig and Mike) and 
Matt Henwood — they are bloody 
keen,” said Reedy.

Rising talents such as Zach 
Rolls and Silas Brown add to that 
pool.

“It’s encouraging. We are going 
to have a bit of depth with these 
guys getting better and better. It 
is going to be interesting to see 
how it pans out.”

Pennants co-organiser Dwayne 
Russell was rapt with how the 
2022 series went.

“It was an awesome day at the 
Park and a well-deserved win to 
the locals in great conditions,” 
said Russell, who played at No.1 
for Patutahi (1).

“Great to see a lot of debutants 
and a hole-in-one (Akroyd at 
Tolaga Bay) as milestones. 

“A special mention to all 
the players involved and team 
captains for an outstanding effort 
in raising the bar.

“It bodes well for the 
representative season, with a 
lot of players in contention for 
(Freyberg) Masters and national 
interprovincial selection.”

Reedy paid tribute to Russell, 
who he said “stepped up and took 
leadership and made it a lot more 
professional”.

He was also grateful for the 
ongoing support of the players, 
club and sponsors. 

Tahi ‘Skud’ missile a 
deadly Oligoi weapon
FROM PAGE 28 NETBALL by Allisa Hall and Murray Robertson

HOROUTA Gold and Gisborne Girls’ High 
School were big winners in the first of the 
“challenge round” netball games last night.

Gillies Electrical GGHS Snr A defeated JT 
Contractors Horouta Taimana 60-43 in the first 
of two Pak’nSave netball competition games at 
the YMCA.

The students were ahead all the way — 
20-10, 29-20 and 46-33.

Girls’ High dominated the first quarter but 
Horouta Taimana had a strong start to the 
second period of the 60-minute game and got 
to within four goals before the students found 
their groove and opened the lead back up.

In the third quarter, the students showed 
lovely skills throughout the court, with solid 
defence from Joaquina Kaa and Judaea Keelan 
and nice ball going to Kassie Owen and Jamie 
Rika in the shooting end.

They continued this through the final quarter, 
with strong through-court defence, and finished 
with a comfortable 17-goal win.

In the other match, Horouta Gold defeated 
YMP Masters 61-22.

The quarter scores illustrate how dominant 
Horouta Gold were — 19-3, 31-12, 46-19.

Horouta dominated this game from the start, 
scoring the first nine goals before YMP got on 
the board.

YMP had a more competitive second quarter, 
losing that 15-minute period by only three 
goals, 12-9.

But Horouta continued building through the 
match, and again held YMP to just three goals 
in the final quarter to finish with a dominant 
score.

On Saturday, the second pair of “challenge 
round” games will be played. Girls’ High face 
YMP Masters on Court 2 at Victoria Domain at 
10.45am.

Horouta Gold will meet their second team, 
Horouta Taimana, at 12.45pm, also on Court 2.

Challenge round starts 
with convincing results

PRESSURE: Gisborne Girls’ High School’s 
Kassie Owen (right) under pressure from 
Keasi Williams Fonohema (centre) and Bronya 
McMenamin, of YMP. Girls’ High won their 
“challenge round” game last night. 

 Picture by Paul Rickard
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide showers 9 17
Amsterdam drizzle 12 16
Bangkok thunder 25 32
Beijing fine 20 35
Berlin showers 13 18
Brisbane showers 15 24
Buenos Aires cloudy 10 16
Cairo fine 19 37
Canberra showers 5 17
Cape Town fine 13 21
Delhi thunder 26 40
Frankfurt cloudy 13 21
Geneva fine 10 24
Hong Kong drizzle 26 29
London fine 8 19
Los Angeles fine 14 24
Melbourne showers 12 16
Moscow rain 10 17
New York showers 18 26
Paris cloudy 12 22
Perth fine 11 24
Singapore fine 26 35
Stockholm rain 8 12
Suva thunder 24 30
Sydney fine 11 21
Tokyo drizzle 16 20
Toronto showers 15 21

Partly cloudy, 

chance shower. 

Southerlies, easing.

Fine with morning 

frost, mainly inland. 

Light winds.

Cloudy. 

Northeasterlies developing.

Partly cloudy, 

with rain developing. 

Northeasterlies.

TOMORROW SATURDAY SUNDAY

MONDAY

Partly cloudy, 

chance shower. 

Southerlies, 

easing.

Fine with

morning frost. 

Light winds.

Cloudy. 

Northeasterlies 

developing.

1924 –  Gale force winds and heavy 

rain hammered many eastern districts 

as a double-centred low pressure 

system covered the country. The 

gales demolished two pier heads at 

the Napier harbour entrance, and a 

lighthouse was washed away. Large 

areas of land were fl ooded. At Dunedin 

a church was structurally damaged.
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NZ TOMORROW
Auckland fi ne 16
Hamilton fi ne 14
Tauranga fi ne 15
Rotorua fi ne 13
Taupo fi ne 11
Napier fi ne 15
New Plymouth fi ne 14
Palmerston North fi ne 13
Wellington fi ne 12
Christchurch fi ne 12
Queenstown fi ne 11
Dunedin fi ne 12

morning min  3
max  16
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max  17

A high dominates the 

weather through to this 

weekend. From late 

Saturday, a low pressure 

system moves towards the 

country from the north.
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GOLF by Chris Taewa

HISTORY and basic mathematics 
suggest the 2022 Oligoi Jug men’s 
interclub champion club won’t repeat it 
again until 2033.

Electrinet Gisborne Park would 
categorically reject that and with good 
reason.

The Kevin Hollis Glass-sponsored 
Park (1) team surged to victory in the 
matchplay final on their home course on 
Sunday.

Their 6-2 defeat of a spirited Patutahi 
(2) side completed a memorable series 
and brought an 11-year Oligoi Jug title 
wait to an emphatic end.

The four-man crew of Daniel Collier, 
Tony Akroyd, captain Anaru Reedy and 
Peter “Legend” Stewart won the Jug for 
the Park for the first time since 2011 and 
only the third time this millennium.

Coincidentally the first of those title 
wins in the 21st century was the year 
2000 — 11 years prior to the second.

Akroyd was in the team that day and 
again in 2011, along with Collier.

Wins to Collier, Reedy and Stewart in 
the 36-hole matchplay format did the job 
for Park on Sunday.

Collier, at No.1, beat Eddie Brown Jr 5 
and 4, No.3 Reedy beat Hukanui Brown 
7 and 6 and No.4 Stewart beat Dean 
Pohatu 5 and 4.

No.3 Akroyd conceded to Shayde 
Skudder on the 14th as the title had been 
secured. Skudder was 4-up playing that 
hole at the time.

Reedy and Stewart were in control of 
their matches at 5-up after 18 holes. 

Stewart got to as high as 8-up after 
21 holes before Pohatu gamely fought 
back, but the cushion Stewart had built 
ultimately proved insurmountable.

Tairawhiti Golf Association president 
Reedy, who dropped from No.1 to No.3 in 
a tactical team reshuffle, said he played 
“solid” — particularly on the second nine 
of the morning round.

Along with the Jug, Reedy was also 
presented with the Sportsman Trophy as 

the player of the series. He won all six 
of his matches — he was unavailable for 
round 7 and the semifinal  — and all but 
the final was at No.1.

Stewart was an almost immovable rock 
throughout the series. He ended with a 
record of six wins, one half and a solitary 
loss to Tolaga Bay’s Taine Lincoln in 
round 7.

Akroyd and Collier had five wins each 
from their eight matches. 

Collier shone at the pointy end of the 
series, with victories in Park’s semifinal 
win over Tolaga Bay and the final — both 
of those at No.1.

“Dan played well,” Akroyd said of 
Collier’s victory over Eddie Brown in 
Sunday’s final. “He birdied five (his 14th 
hole) to go square, and nine, 10 and 13.”

“Dan came through when it counted,” 
said Reedy, who was also full of praise for 
Stewart.

“I was going to leave him out of the 
team to begin with.”

PARK 
TO THE 
FORE

Basketball .......... 24

Rugby, draws ..... 25

Golf ..................... 26

Golf, Netball ....... 27

GGHS win in first challenge 
round

Ngatapa take on GMC Green 
tonight PAGE 27PAGE 25 

NETBALL INSIDEHOCKEY

PENNANTS CHAMPIONS: 
Electrinet Park (1) won the 
Oligoi Jug men’s interclub 
pennants title on their home 
fairways on Sunday. They 
beat Patutahi (2) 6-2 in the 
matchplay final. Park were 
unbeaten in their six round-
robin matches over the 
series to qualify top for the 
semifinals where they beat 
Tolaga Bay. The champion 
team from finals day are 
(from left) Tony Akroyd, Peter 
Stewart, Daniel Collier and 
Anaru Reedy.

Picture by Paul Rickard

OLIGOI JUG FINALS DAY 
Oligoi Jug (over 36 holes), Electrinet Park (1) 6 

Patutahi (2) 2 (Park names first): Daniel Collier def 
Eddie Brown Jr 5 and 4, Tony Akroyd lost to Shayde 
Skudder 5 and 4, Anaru Reedy def Hukanui Brown 7 
and 6, Peter Stewart def Dean Pohatu 5 and 4.

Bronze playoff for third (18 holes), Te Puia 
Springs 6 Tolaga Bay 2 (Te Puia names first): 

William Brown lost to Neil Hansen, Andrew Higham 
def Bruce Yates, Tom Donovan def Silas Brown, 
Wade Wesche def Taine Lincoln.

Pounamu Trophy playoff for fifth (18 holes), 
Poverty Bay 7 Patutahi (1) 1 (PB names first): 
Peter Kerekere def Dwayne Russell 2 and 1, Glenn 
Morley def Regan Hindmarsh 3 and 2, Dean Twigley 
def Jace Brown 4 and 3, Hayden Keast halved with 
Chris Beattie.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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Phone 867 7135
Main Road, Makaraka

Get it while it’s
in stock - Kwila
19mm x 90mm and 19mm x 140mm. 
Replace your old timber decking with
quality, long-lasting kwila.

The PM’s flight to the 

US will produce over 5.2 

metric tons of CO2  per 

passenger. So much for 

an emissions policy - try a 

Zoom call instead!!

Firewood available


